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Henry J. Steiner and Philip Alston, International Human Right In Context, law politics morals USA,
Oxford University press, third edition 2008, p. 1999, 2000.
The working group, In their written comments, some government submitted alternative text proposal:
The United States suggested article 1 should read as follows.
A - For the purpose of the present Convention the offence of torture includes any act which extremely
severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is deliberately and maliciously inflicted on a
person by or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official.
B - Torture does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to sanctions
lawfully imposed; but does include sanctions imposed under colour of law but in flagrant disregard of
accepted international standards.

2. See : J. Herman Burgers and Hans Danelius, The United Nations Convention against torture, a Hand-
book on the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish-
ment, MartinusNihoff Publishers, The Netherlands, 1988. P. 4.
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1. Art 16. Military necessity does not admit of cruelty - that is, the infliction of suffering for the sake of
suffering or for revenge, nor of maiming or wounding except in fight, nor of torture to extort confes-
sions. It does not admit of the use of poison in any way, nor of the wanton devastation of a district. It
admits of deception, but disclaims acts of perfidy; and, in general, military necessity does not include
any act of hostility which makes the return to peace unnecessarily difficult.

Art 80, Honorable men, when captured, will abstain from giving to the enemy information concerning
their own army, and the modern law of war permits no longer the use of any violence against prisoners
in order to extort the desired information or to punish them for having given false information.
Selection 17: Partisans - Armed enemies not belonging the hostile army - scouts - Armed prowlers -
war - rebels. www.commonlaw.com.
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4. Marco Sassou, Law protect How does in war?, Cases, Documents and Teaching Materials Contem-
porary Practice in International Humanitarian Law, Volume I second Edition. Geneva 2006, p. 81,82.
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