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PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR

Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on
standardized tests, Webster's paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this
edition of Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens was edited for students who are actively building their
vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®,
LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.

Webster's edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “ difficult,
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are provided
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language,
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word's meaning within
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’'s Online Dictionary.

Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com

The Editor
Webster’s Online Dictionary
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

! PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book,
GMAT® is aregistered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved.


http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
mailto:websters@icongroupbooks.com
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/




Charles Dickens 3

CHAPTER 1

TREATS OF THE PLACE WHERE OLIVER
TWIST WAS BORN AND OF THE
CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING HIS BIRTH

Among other public buildings in a certain town, which for many reasons it
will be prudent to refrain from mentioning, and to which I will assign no
fictitious name, there is one anciently common to most towns, great or small: to
wit, a workhouse; and in this workhouse was born; on a day and date which I
need not trouble myself to repeat, inasmuch as it can be of no possible
consequence to the reader, in this stage of the business at all events; the item of
mortality whose name is prefixed to the head of this chapter.

For a long time after it was ushered into this world of sorrow and trouble, by
the parish surgeon, it remained a matter of considerable doubt whether the child
would survive to bear any name at all; in which case it is somewhat more than
probable that these memoirs would never have appeared; or, if they had, that
being comprised within a couple of pages, they would have possessed the
inestimable merit of being the most concise and faithful specimen of biography,
extant in the literature of any age or country.

Thesaurus

anciently: (adv) antiquatedly, available, instant, in existence, that is. immeasurable, invaluable, infinite,
formerly, oldly, primevally, hoarily, = ANTONYMS: (adj) lost, dead, priceless, incomputable, valuable,
primordially, obsoletely, bygonely, departed, destroyed, gone. precious, untold, costly, beyond
archaically, antediluvianly, pastly.  fictitious: (adj) bogus, assumed, measure. ANTONYMS: (adj)

concise: (adj) brief, compendious, fictional, counterfeit, artificial, fake, worthless, slight, minor, limited.
terse, curt, short, succinct, laconic, fabulous, sham, fabricated, fanciful, refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid,
pithy, summary, condensed; (v) close. apocryphal. ANTONYMS: (adj) true, leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj,
ANTONYMS: (adj) wordy, lengthy, honest, historical, factual. v) forbear; (1) chorus, hold.
long, rambling, prolix, confused, inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act,
redundant, expansive, convoluted. s0, since, as, that, because, inasmuch  consume, persist.

extant: (adj) actual, current, present, as, seeing that, for. workhouse: (1) workshop, almshouse,

existent, surviving, alive, living, inestimable: (adj) incalculable, shop, jail, gaol, jailhouse, labor, clink.
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Although I am not disposed to maintain that the being born in a workhouse,
is in itself the most fortunate and enviable circumstance that can possibly befall a
human being, I do mean to say that in this particular instance, it was the best
thing for Oliver Twist that could by possibility have occurred. The fact is, that
there was considerable difficulty in inducing Oliver to take upon himself the
office of respiration,--a troublesome practice, but one which custom has rendered
necessary to our easy existence; and for some time he lay gasping on a little flock
mattress, rather unequally poised between this world and the next: the balance
being decidedly in favour of the latter. Now, if, during this brief period, Oliver
had been surrounded by careful grandmothers, anxious aunts, experienced
nurses, and doctors of profound wisdom, he would most inevitably and
indubitably have been killed in no time. There being nobody by, however, but a
pauper old woman, who was rendered rather misty by an unwonted allowance
of beer; and a parish surgeon who did such matters by contract; Oliver and
Nature fought out the point between them. The result was, that, after a few
struggles, Oliver breathed, sneezed, and proceeded to advertise to the inmates of
the workhouse the fact of a new burden having been imposed upon the parish,
by setting up as loud a cry as could reasonably have been expected from a male
infant who had not been possessed of that very useful appendage, a voice, for a
much longer space of time than three minutes and a quarter.

As Oliver gave this first proof of the free and proper action of his lungs, the
patchwork coverlet which was carelessly flung over the iron bedstead, rustled;
the pale face of a young woman was raised feebly from the pillow; and a faint
voice imperfectly articulated the words, 'Let me see the child, and die.'

The surgeon had been sitting with his face turned towards the fire: giving the
palms of his hands a warm and a rub alternately. As the young woman spoke, he
rose, and advancing to the bed's head, said, with more kindness than might have
been expected of him:

'Oh, you must not talk about dying yet.'

Thesaurus
appendage: (1) increment, adjunct, bedcover, bed cover, tarpaulin, unequally: (adv) irregularly,
appendix, accessory, accompaniment, drugget, coverlid, spread, mantle, disproportionately, unfairly,
annex, limb, attachment, tailpiece, quilt. unlikely, roughly, lopsidedly,
extra, addendum. ANTONYM: (1)  imposed: (adj) compulsory, obligatory. disparately, partially,
head. indubitably: (adv) certainly, surely, unsymmetrically, unbalancedly,
bedstead: (1) bed, berth, cot, positively, incontrovertibly, disproportionally. ANTONYMS:
bedframe, furniture, shakedown, unquestionably, clearly, (adv) evenly, fairly.
pallet, stretcher, tester, stead, hatch. undoubtedly, of course, absolutely, unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare,
befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, indisputably, decidedly. unusual, unused, infrequent,
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, ~ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, uncustomary, singular,
chance, transpire, pass. arguably, doubtfully. extraordinary, scarce, unaccountable,

coverlet: (1) blanket, bedspread, cover, proceeded: (v) proceed, yode. remarkable.
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'Lor bless her dear heart, no!' interposed the nurse, hastily depositing in her
pocket a green glass bottle, the contents of which she had been tasting in a corner
with evident satisfaction.

'Lor bless her dear heart, when she has lived as long as I have, sir, and had
thirteen children of her own, and all on 'em dead except two, and them in the
wurkus with me, she'll know better than to take on in that way, bless her dear
heart! Think what it is to be a mother, there's a dear young lamb do."

Apparently this consolatory perspective of a mother's prospects failed in
producing its due effect. The patient shook her head, and stretched out her hand
towards the child.

The surgeon deposited it in her arms. She imprinted her cold white lips
passionately on its forehead; passed her hands over her face; gazed wildly
round; shuddered; fell back--and died. They chafed her breast, hands, and
temples; but the blood had stopped forever. They talked of hope and comfort.
They had been strangers too long.

'It's all over, Mrs. Thingummy!' said the surgeon at last.

'Ah, poor dear, so it is!' said the nurse, picking up the cork of the green bottle,
which had fallen out on the pillow, as she stooped to take up the child. 'Poor
dear!'

"You needn't mind sending up to me, if the child cries, nurse,' said the
surgeon, putting on his gloves with great deliberation. 'It's very likely it will be
troublesome. Give it a little gruel if it is." He put on his hat, and, pausing by the
bed-side on his way to the door, added, 'She was a good-looking girl, too; where
did she come from?"'

'She was brought here last night,' replied the old woman, 'by the overseer's
order. She was found lying in the street. She had walked some distance, for her
shoes were worn to pieces; but where she came from, or where she was going to,
nobody knows.'

The surgeon leaned over the body, and raised the left hand. 'The old story,'
he said, shaking his head: 'no wedding-ring, I see. Ah! Good-night!'

Thesaurus
bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, debate, caution, thought, advisement, intercedent, intervenient,
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, attention, contemplation, parenthetical, intermediate colors,
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (1) consultation; (adj, n) calculation, mediate.
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, circumspection. ANTONYMS: (1) stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop,
condemn, disapprove, damn, thoughtlessness, carelessness, stooping, crooked, bended, not
disallow, deny. impetuosity, distraction, rashness. straight, inclined, not erect, arched,
chafed: (adj) uncomfortable, sore, gruel: (1) mess, congee, loblolly, paste, asymmetrical, droopy.
painful, galled, angry; (v) fretted, waste, porridge, mush, pap, skilly, tasting: (1) degustation, gustation,
agitated. wet feed. savoring, relishing, sample, gustatory
consolatory: (adj) consoling, soothing, imprinted: (adj) printed, marked, sensation, gustatory perception,
cheering. embossed. discernment, drinking, eating,

deliberation: (1) cogitation, counsel,  interposed: (adj) interjacent, feeding.
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The medical gentleman walked away to dinner; and the nurse, having once
more applied herself to the green bottle, sat down on a low chair before the fire,
and proceeded to dress the infant.

What an excellent example of the power of dress, young Oliver Twist was!
Wrapped in the blanket which had hitherto formed his only covering, he might
have been the child of a nobleman or a beggar; it would have been hard for the
haughtiest stranger to have assigned him his proper station in society. But now
that he was enveloped in the old calico robes which had grown yellow in the
same service, he was badged and ticketed, and fell into his place at once--a parish
child--the orphan of a workhouse--the humble, half-starved drudge--to be

cuffed and buffeted through the world--despised by all, and pitied by none.

Oliver cried lustily. If he could have known that he was an orphan, left to the
tender mercies of church-wardens and overseers, perhaps he would have cried

the louder.

beggar: (1) mendicant, mumper,
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg,
pauperize. ANTONYM: (1) giver.

calico: (1) cambric, fabric, cashmere,
chintz, cloth; (adj) motley,
varicoloured, pied, assorted.

cuffed: (adj) slapped.

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, enclosed,
cover, bounded, Byzantine, clothed,
involved, misty, swallowed,
vestured, emotionally involved.

Thesaurus

humble: (v) demean, humiliate,
mortify; (1, v) disgrace, debase; (adj,
n, v) abase; (adj) base, lowly,
unassuming, docile, low.
ANTONYMS: (adj) impressive,
arrogant, haughty, imposing,
conceited, pompous, snooty,
overbearing, presumptuous, proud,
exalted.

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically,
robustly, powerfully, vigorously,
mightily, halely, strappingly,

potently, sturdily, heartily.

nobleman: (1) patrician, aristocrat,
lord, peer, marquis, nobility,
grandee, baron, duke, armiger,
burgrave.

oliver: (1) king Oliver.

orphan: (n) waif, caterpillar, nymph,
nympha, cocoon, Aurelia, tyke,
staddle, youngster, shaver; (adj)
orphaned.

robes: (1) garb, fine clothes, costume,
best clothes.
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CHAPTER 1II

TREATS OF OLIVER TWIST'S GROWTH,
EDUCATION, AND BOARD

For the next eight or ten months, Oliver was the victim of a systematic course
of treachery and deception. He was brought up by hand. The hungry and
destitute situation of the infant orphan was duly reported by the workhouse
authorities to the parish authorities. The parish authorities inquired with dignity
of the workhouse authorities, whether there was no female then domiciled in 'the
house' who was in a situation to impart to Oliver Twist, the consolation and
nourishment of which he stood in need. The workhouse authorities replied with
humility, that there was not. Upon this, the parish authorities magnanimously
and humanely resolved, that Oliver should be 'farmed,' or, in other words, that
he should be dispatched to a branch-workhouse some three miles off, where
twenty or thirty other juvenile offenders against the poor-laws, rolled about the
floor all day, without the inconvenience of too much food or too much clothing,
under the parental superintendence of an elderly female, who received the
culprits at and for the consideration of sevenpence-halfpenny per small head per
week. Sevenpence-halfpenny's worth per week is a good round diet for a child; a
great deal may be got for sevenpence-halfpenny, quite enough to overload its
stomach, and make it uncomfortable. The elderly female was a woman of

Thesaurus

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, ANTONYM: (adv) cruelly. meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition,
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, repast, sustenance, edible, fuel.
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; communicate, announce, grant, overload: (1, v) overburden, glut; (v)
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, confer. overcharge, encumber, surcharge,
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, oppress, load, clog, overlay,
solvent. withdraw. overwhelm; (1) excess. ANTONYMS:

dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished. magnanimously: (adv) exaltedly, (n) restraint, shortage; (v) alleviate.

humanely: (adv) kindly, benevolently,  kindly, handsomely, greatly, superintendence: (1) oversight,
humanitarianly, mercifully, benignly, ~chivalrously, selflessly, unselfishly, direction, management, inspection,
sympathetically, compassionately, gallantly, grandly, bigly, control, government, surveillance,
beneficently, considerately, considerately. supervising, care, guidance,

philanthropically, nicely. nourishment: (1) food, alimentation, invigilation.
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wisdom and experience; she knew what was good for children; and she had a
very accurate perception of what was good for herself. So, she appropriated the
greater part of the weekly stipend to her own use, and consigned the rising
parochial generation to even a shorter allowance than was originally provided
for them. Thereby finding in the lowest depth a deeper still; and proving herself
a very great experimental philosopher.

Everybody knows the story of another experimental philosopher who had a
great theory about a horse being able to live without eating, and who
demonstrated it so well, that he had got his own horse down to a straw a day,
and would unquestionably have rendered him a very spirited and rampacious
animal on nothing at all, if he had not died, four-and-twenty hours before he was
to have had his first comfortable bait of air. Unfortunately for, the experimental
philosophy of the female to whose protecting care Oliver Twist was delivered
over, a similar result usually attended the operation of her system; for at the very
moment when the child had contrived to exist upon the smallest possible portion
of the weakest possible food, it did perversely happen in eight and a half cases
out of ten, either that it sickened from want and cold, or fell into the fire from
neglect, or got half-smothered by accident; in any one of which cases, the
miserable little being was usually summoned into another world, and there
gathered to the fathers it had never known in this.

Occasionally, when there was some more than usually interesting inquest
upon a parish child who had been overlooked in turning up a bedstead, or
inadvertently scalded to death when there happened to be a washing--though
the latter accident was very scarce, anything approaching to a washing being of
rare occurrence in the farm--the jury would take it into their heads to ask
troublesome questions, or the parishioners would rebelliously affix their
signatures to a remonstrance. But these impertinences were speedily checked by
the evidence of the surgeon, and the testimony of the beadle; the former of
whom had always opened the body and found nothing inside (which was very
probable indeed), and the latter of whom invariably swore whatever the parish
wanted; which was very self-devotional. Besides, the board made periodical

Thesaurus

affix: (n, v) annex; (adj, v) attach, fix;
(v) adjoin, append, add on, fasten,
join, connect, stick; (n) addition.
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, remove,
loosen, delete.

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined,
taken over, confiscate, confiscated,
condemned, seized, reserved.

beadle: (n) verger, catchpoll, almoner,
functionary, sacristan, sexton, janitor,
Suisse, tipstaff, officer, George Wells
beadle.

consigned: (adj) destined, aboard.
parishioners: (1) people attending
worship, worshippers.
rebelliously: (adv) mutinously,
contumaciously, riotously,
seditiously, disobediently,
insurgently, recalcitrantly,
revolutionarily, unruly, naughtily,
insubordinately. ANTONYMS: (adv)
submissively, loyally, meekly.
remonstrance: (1) protest,
expostulation, objection, dissuasion,

censure, remonstration,
reprehension, admonition,
monstrance, mediation, dehortation.
scalded: (adj) scorched, overcooked,
burnt. ANTONYM: (adj) underdone.
shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior.
sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified,
appalled, shocked.
stipend: (1) salary, pay, earnings,
allowance, remuneration, wage,
compensation, pension, reward, fee,
grant.
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pilgrimages to the farm, and always sent the beadle the day before, to say they
were going. The children were neat and clean to behold, when they went; and
what more would the people have!

It cannot be expected that this system of farming would produce any very
extraordinary or luxuriant crop. Oliver Twist's ninth birthday found him a pale
thin child, somewhat diminutive in stature, and decidedly small in
circumference. But nature or inheritance had implanted a good sturdy spirit in
Oliver's breast. It had had plenty of room to expand, thanks to the spare diet of
the establishment; and perhaps to this circumstance may be attributed his having
any ninth birth-day at all. Be this as it may, however, it was his ninth birthday;
and he was keeping it in the coal-cellar with a select party of two other young
gentleman, who, after participating with him in a sound thrashing, had been
locked up for atrociously presuming to be hungry, when Mrs. Mann, the good
lady of the house, was unexpectedly startled by the apparition of Mr. Bumble,
the beadle, striving to undo the wicket of the garden-gate.

'Goodness gracious! Is that you, Mr. Bumble, sir?' said Mrs. Mann, thrusting
her head out of the window in well-affected ecstasies of joy. '(Susan, take Oliver
and them two brats upstairs, and wash 'em directly.)--My heart alive! Mr.
Bumble, how glad I am to see you, sure-ly!'

Now, Mr. Bumble was a fat man, and a choleric; so, instead of responding to
this open-hearted salutation in a kindred spirit, he gave the little wicket a
tremendous shake, and then bestowed upon it a kick which could have
emanated from no leg but a beadle's.

'Lor, only think,' said Mrs. Mann, running out,--for the three boys had been
removed by this time,--'only think of that! That I should have forgotten that the
gate was bolted on the inside, on account of them dear children! Walk in sir;
walk in, pray, Mr. Bumble, do, sir.'

Although this invitation was accompanied with a curtsey that might have
softened the heart of a church-warden, it by no means mollified the beadle.

Thesaurus
atrociously: (adv) cruelly, dreadfully, kneel, bob. unhealthy, arid, withering, sparse,
wickedly, heinously, horrifically, implanted: (adj) ingrained, inherent, shabby, unadorned.
abominably, terribly, brutally, ingrafted, entrenched, surrounded,  open-hearted: (adj) open, sincere,
outrageously, inhumanly, ghastly. native, established, fixed, set in, liberal.
ANTONYMS: (adv) humanely, rooted. presuming; (adj) forward, arrogant,
pleasantly. kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, insolent, familiar, overconfident,
choleric: (adj) angry, irascible, allied, related; (1) kin, consanguinity, —conceited, assuming, rash, brash,
passionate, peppery, fiery, relation, folk, folks, kin group. pretentious, confident.
cantankerous, quick-tempered, luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) abundant, salutation: (1, v) salute; (1) reception,
quarrelsome, cross, snappish, lavish, exuberant, dense, thick, fertile, hail, hello, welcome, address,
hotheaded. flourishing, fecund, opulent, profuse. ~compliment, hullo, recognition,

curtsey: (1, v) curtsy; (1) obeisance; (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) barren, meager, interpellation, pax.
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'Do you think this respectful or proper conduct, Mrs. Mann,' inquired Mr.
Bumble, grasping his cane, 'to keep the parish officers a waiting at your garden-
gate, when they come here upon porochial business with the porochial orphans?
Are you aweer, Mrs. Mann, that you are, as I may say, a porochial delegate, and
a stipendiary?'

'I'm sure Mr. Bumble, that I was only a telling one or two of the dear children
as is so fond of you, that it was you a coming,' replied Mrs. Mann with great
humility.

Mr. Bumble had a great idea of his oratorical powers and his importance. He
had displayed the one, and vindicated the other. He relaxed.

'Well, well, Mrs. Mann,' he replied in a calmer tone; 'it may be as you say; it
may be. Lead the way in, Mrs. Mann, for I come on business, and have
something to say.'

Mrs. Mann ushered the beadle into a small parlour with a brick floor; placed
a seat for him; and officiously deposited his cocked hat and cane on the table
before him. Mr. Bumble wiped from his forehead the perspiration which his
walk had engendered, glanced complacently at the cocked hat, and smiled. Yes,

he smiled. Beadles are but men: and Mr. Bumble smiled.

'Now don't you be offended at what I'm a going to say,' observed Mrs. Mann,
with captivating sweetness. 'You've had a long walk, you know, or I wouldn't
mention it. Now, will you take a little drop of somethink, Mr. Bumble?'

'Not a drop. Nor a drop,' said Mr. Bumble, waving his right hand in a
dignified, but placid manner.

'l think you will,' said Mrs. Mann, who had noticed the tone of the refusal,
and the gesture that had accompanied it. 'Just a leetle drop, with a little cold
water, and a lump of sugar.'

Mr. Bumble coughed.

'Now, just a leetle drop,' said Mrs. Mann persuasively.
'What is it?' inquired the beadle.

bumble: (v) botch, stumble, blunder,
stutter, falter, stammer, hum, buzz,
bungle, muff, screw up.

calmer: (n) placid, quiet.

captivating: (adj, v) enchanting,
charming, engaging; (adj) attractive,
absorbing, alluring, bewitching,
delightful, engrossing, lovely,
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (ad))
repellent, boring, unpleasant,
unappealing, forgettable, annoying.

complacently: (adv) contently,

Thesaurus

conceitedly, self-satisfiedly,
graciously, arrogantly, satisfiedly,
contentedly, virtuously,
sanctimoniously.

don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, prohibition.

officiously: (adv) meddlesomely,
overbearingly, busily, impertinently,
meddlingly, bossily, intrusively,
obtrusively, imperiously, rudely,
dictatorially.

oratorical: (adj) grandiloquent,
oratorial, bombastic, redundant,

flatulent, Oratorian, overblown.

persuasively: (adv) compellingly,
potently, strongly, forcefully,
powerfully, eloquently, effectively,
soundly, cogently, movingly, slickly.
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineffectively,
hesitantly, weakly.

vindicated: (adj) exculpated,
exonerated, cleared, absolved,
unmortgaged, unclouded, safe, easily
deciphered, easily perceptible, clean,
guiltless. ANTONYM: (adj) wrong.
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'Why, it's what I'm obliged to keep a little of in the house, to put into the
blessed infants' Daffy, when they ain't well, Mr. Bumble,' replied Mrs. Mann as
she opened a corner cupboard, and took down a bottle and glass. 'It's gin. I'll not
deceive you, Mr. B. It's gin.'

'Do you give the children Daffy, Mrs. Mann?' inquired Bumble, following
with his eyes the interesting process of mixing.

'Ah, bless 'em, that I do, dear as it is,' replied the nurse. 'l couldn't see 'em
suffer before my very eyes, you know sir.'

'No'; said Mr. Bumble approvingly; 'no, you could not. You are a humane
woman, Mrs. Mann.' (Here she set down the glass.) 'I shall take a early
opportunity of mentioning it to the board, Mrs. Mann.' (He drew it towards him.)
"You feel as a mother, Mrs. Mann.' (He stirred the gin-and-water.) 'I--I drink your
health with cheerfulness, Mrs. Mann'; and he swallowed half of it.

'And now about business,' said the beadle, taking out a leathern pocket-book.
'The child that was half-baptized Oliver Twist, is nine year old to-day.'

'Bless him!" interposed Mrs. Mann, inflaming her left eye with the corner of
her apron.

'And notwithstanding a offered reward of ten pound, which was afterwards
increased to twenty pound. Notwithstanding the most superlative, and, I may
say, supernat'ral exertions on the part of this parish,' said Bumble, 'we have
never been able to discover who is his father, or what was his mother's
settlement, name, or con--dition.'

Mrs. Mann raised her hands in astonishment; but added, after a moment's
reflection, 'How comes he to have any name at all, then?'

The beadle drew himself up with great pride, and said, 'l inwented it.'
"You, Mr. Bumble!'

', Mrs. Mann. We name our fondlings in alphabetical order. The last was a
S,--Swubble, I named him. This was a T,--Twist, I named him. The next one

Thesaurus

alphabetical: (adj) abecedarian. petticoat, gathering head, wife, jupe,  cozen, trick, beguile; (1, v) dupe; (1)
ANTONYMS: (adj) analphabetic, farthingale. fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide,
disordered, intermittent, interrupted. cheerfulness: (1) glee, happiness, inform, undeceive, protect.

approvingly: (adv) approving, exhilaration, hilarity, mirth, inflaming;: (adj) burning, consuming,
approve, sympathetically, kindly, merriment, gladness, cheer, good inflammatory, excessively hot,
positively, constructively, spirits, pleasure, joviality. exciting, fiery; (1) arousal.
admiringly, deferentially, ANTONYMS: (1) sadness, grimness, superlative: (adj) matchless, greatest,
enthusiastically, flatteringly, seriousness, misery, resentment, excellent, peerless, outstanding,
encouragingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) uncheerfulness, solemnity, lethargy, — supreme, maximum, highest; (1)
censoriously, negatively. bleakness, gravity, gloominess. peak; (adj, n) top; (adv) most.

apron: (n) skirt, proscenium, pall, deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, ANTONYMS: (adj) unexceptional,

pontificals, lawn sleeves, pinafore, bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, inferior, mediocre, poor, abysmal.
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comes will be Unwin, and the next Vilkins. I have got names ready made to the
end of the alphabet, and all the way through it again, when we come to Z.'

'Why, you're quite a literary character, sir!' said Mrs. Mann.

'Well, well,' said the beadle, evidently gratified with the compliment;
'‘perhaps I may be. Perhaps I may be, Mrs. Mann.' He finished the gin-and-water,
and added, 'Oliver being now too old to remain here, the board have determined
to have him back into the house. I have come out myself to take him there. So let
me see him at once.'

T1l fetch him directly,' said Mrs. Mann, leaving the room for that purpose.
Oliver, having had by this time as much of the outer coat of dirt which encrusted
his face and hands, removed, as could be scrubbed off in one washing, was led
into the room by his benevolent protectress.

'Make a bow to the gentleman, Oliver,' said Mrs. Mann.

Oliver made a bow, which was divided between the beadle on the chair, and
the cocked hat on the table.

'Will you go along with me, Oliver?' said Mr. Bumble, in a majestic voice.

Oliver was about to say that he would go along with anybody with great
readiness, when, glancing upward, he caught sight of Mrs. Mann, who had got
behind the beadle's chair, and was shaking her fist at him with a furious
countenance. He took the hint at once, for the fist had been too often impressed
upon his body not to be deeply impressed upon his recollection.

'Will she go with me?' inquired poor Oliver.

'No, she can't,' replied Mr. Bumble. 'But she'll come and see you sometimes.'

This was no very great consolation to the child. Young as he was, however,
he had sense enough to make a feint of feeling great regret at going away. It was
no very difficult matter for the boy to call tears into his eyes. Hunger and recent
ill-usage are great assistants if you want to cry; and Oliver cried very naturally
indeed. Mrs. Mann gave him a thousand embraces, and what Oliver wanted a
great deal more, a piece of bread and butter, less he should seem too hungry

Thesaurus

alphabet: (1) rudiments, rudiment,
elements, grammar, ABC,

fundamentals, basics, first rudiment,

first principle, outlines, abecedary.
cocked: (adj) erect, upright, vertical.

covered, smudged, dirty, filthy,
peeling, grubby, soiled, flaking,
curmudgeonly. ANTONYM: (adj)
smooth.

feint: (n) wile, pretence, simulation,

stately, imperial, royal, exalted,
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v)
imposing; (adj, adv) regal.
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful,
modest, lowly, undignified.

countenance: (1) aspect, expression,
brow, complexion; (1, v) face,
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow,
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v)

affectation, sham, guise, ruse, deceit,
bluff, cheat, pretense.

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased,
delighted, happy, thankful, grateful,

recollection: (1, v) mind; (1)
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis,
remembrance, recognition, memento,
memorial, commemoration, memoir,

reject, oppose, discourage,
disapprove, prohibit.
encrusted: (adj) crusted, crustlike,

content, complacent, comfortable,
cheerful.
majestic: (adj) grand, awesome,

retrospect.
scrubbed: (adj) deferred, clean,
cleaner.
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when he got to the workhouse. With the slice of bread in his hand, and the little
brown-cloth parish cap on his head, Oliver was then led away by Mr. Bumble
from the wretched home where one kind word or look had never lighted the
gloom of his infant years. And yet he burst into an agony of childish grief, as the
cottage-gate closed after him. Wretched as were the little companions in misery
he was leaving behind, they were the only friends he had ever known; and a
sense of his loneliness in the great wide world, sank into the child's heart for the
first time.

Mr. Bumble walked on with long strides; little Oliver, firmly grasping his
gold-laced cuff, trotted beside him, inquiring at the end of every quarter of a
mile whether they were 'nearly there." To these interrogations Mr. Bumble
returned very brief and snappish replies; for the temporary blandness which
gin-and-water awakens in some bosoms had by this time evaporated; and he
was once again a beadle.

Oliver had not been within the walls of the workhouse a quarter of an hour,
and had scarcely completed the demolition of a second slice of bread, when Mr.
Bumble, who had handed him over to the care of an old woman, returned; and,
telling him it was a board night, informed him that the board had said he was to
appear before it forthwith.

Not having a very clearly defined notion of what a live board was, Oliver was
rather astounded by this intelligence, and was not quite certain whether he
ought to laugh or cry. He had no time to think about the matter, however; for Mr.
Bumble gave him a tap on the head, with his cane, to wake him up: and another
on the back to make him lively: and bidding him to follow, conducted him into a
large white-washed room, where eight or ten fat gentlemen were sitting round a
table. At the top of the table, seated in an arm-chair rather higher than the rest,
was a particularly fat gentleman with a very round, red face.

'‘Bow to the board,' said Bumble. Oliver brushed away two or three tears that
were lingering in his eyes; and seeing no board but the table, fortunately bowed
to that.

'What's your name, boy?' said the gentleman in the high chair.

Thesaurus
astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, cuff: (1, v) hit, knock, clout, punch, intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v)
flabbergasted, bewildered, slap, whack, manacle, handcuff; (v) inquire; (1) enquiry, question,
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered,  box, buffet, beat. examination. ANTONYM: (adj)
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast. evaporated: (adj) vaporised, uninquiring.
awakens: (adj) awakened. vaporized, gaseous, dry; (1) milk. lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light,
bidding: (1) behest, order, dictate, forthwith: (adv) directly, immediately, ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning,
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, at once, now, instantly, straight, ignite, kindled, lighten.
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative. presently, straightaway, snappish: (adj) irritable, snappy,
blandness: (n) insipidity, incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; (adj)  fractious, crusty, curt, irascible,
unappetizingness, graciousness, immediate. brusque, waspish, peppery, peevish,
suavity, insipidness, dullness. inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, = morose. ANTONYMS: (adj)

ANTONYM: (1) pungency. interested, analytical, probing, easygoing, gentle, rambling.
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Oliver was frightened at the sight of so many gentlemen, which made him
tremble: and the beadle gave him another tap behind, which made him cry.
These two causes made him answer in a very low and hesitating voice;
whereupon a gentleman in a white waistcoat said he was a fool. Which was a
capital way of raising his spirits, and putting him quite at his ease.

'‘Boy,' said the gentleman in the high chair, 'listen to me. You know you're an
orphan, I suppose?'

'What's that, sir?' inquired poor Oliver.

'The boy is a fool--I thought he was,' said the gentleman in the white
waistcoat.

'Hush!' said the gentleman who had spoken first. "'You know you've got no
father or mother, and that you were brought up by the parish, don't you?'

"Yes, sir,' replied Oliver, weeping bitterly.

'What are you crying for?' inquired the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
And to be sure it was very extraordinary. What could the boy be crying for?

'T hope you say your prayers every night,' said another gentleman in a gruff
voice; 'and pray for the people who feed you, and take care of you--like a
Christian.'

Yes, sir,’ stammered the boy. The gentleman who spoke last was
unconsciously right. It would have been very like a Christian, and a
marvellously good Christian too, if Oliver had prayed for the people who fed
and took care of him. But he hadn't, because nobody had taught him.

'Well! You have come here to be educated, and taught a useful trade,' said the
red-faced gentleman in the high chair.

'So you'll begin to pick oakum to-morrow morning at six o'clock,' added the
surly one in the white waistcoat.

For the combination of both these blessings in the one simple process of
picking oakum, Oliver bowed low by the direction of the beadle, and was then
hurried away to a large ward; where, on a rough, hard bed, he sobbed himself to

Thesaurus
blessings: (1) blessing, godsend. marvellously: (adv) wondrously, unfriendly. ANTONYMS: (adj)
gentlemen: (1) sirs, messieurs. wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, cheerful, gentle, pleasant, courteous,
gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty,  fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, —easygoing, friendly.
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) coarse, phenomenally, gloriously, tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver,
rough, hoarse, harsh. ANTONYMS: tremendously, tally. shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v)
(adj) courteous, friendly, high, oakum: (n) tape, twist, whipcord, totter, quake; (1) throb; (v) flutter,
velvety, smooth, mellow, gentle, wire, yarn, cord, thread, cotton, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady,
civil, polite. string, sewing silk, packthread. calm.
hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, red-faced: (adj) abashed. waistcoat: (1) CHUDDER, barbe,
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, surly: (adj) sullen, grumpy, peevish, garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins,
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, crusty, churlish, grouchy, gruff, pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan,

hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly. morose; (adj, n) harsh, rude; (adj, adv)  singlet, talma jacket.
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sleep. What a novel illustration of the tender laws of England! They let the
paupers go to sleep!

Poor Oliver! He little thought, as he lay sleeping in happy unconsciousness
of all around him, that the board had that very day arrived at a decision which
would exercise the most material influence over all his future fortunes. But they
had. And this was it:

The members of this board were very sage, deep, philosophical men; and
when they came to turn their attention to the workhouse, they found out at once,
what ordinary folks would never have discovered--the poor people liked it! It
was a regular place of public entertainment for the poorer classes; a tavern where
there was nothing to pay; a public breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper all the year
round; a brick and mortar elysium, where it was all play and no work. 'Oho!'
said the board, looking very knowing; 'we are the fellows to set this to rights;
we'll stop it all, in no time.' So, they established the rule, that all poor people
should have the alternative (for they would compel nobody, not they), of being
starved by a gradual process in the house, or by a quick one out of it. With this
view, they contracted with the water-works to lay on an unlimited supply of
water; and with a corn-factor to supply periodically small quantities of oatmeal;
and issued three meals of thin gruel a day, with an onion twice a week, and half
a roll of Sundays. They made a great many other wise and humane regulations,
having reference to the ladies, which it is not necessary to repeat; kindly
undertook to divorce poor married people, in consequence of the great expense
of a suit in Doctors' Commons; and, instead of compelling a man to support his
family, as they had theretofore done, took his family away from him, and made
him a bachelor! There is no saying how many applicants for relief, under these
last two heads, might have started up in all classes of society, if it had not been
coupled with the workhouse; but the board were long-headed men, and had
provided for this difficulty. The relief was inseparable from the workhouse and
the gruel; and that frightened people.

For the first six months after Oliver Twist was removed, the system was in
full operation. It was rather expensive at first, in consequence of the increase in

Thesaurus

compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, unseparated. ANTONYMS: (adj) ravenous, meager, emaciated,
necessitate, enforce, command, separable, dividable, isolatable. malnourished, thin, esurient,
oblige, require, make, obligate, press. oatmeal: (1) burgoo, rolled oats, hungerly, lean, starveling.
ANTONYMS: (v) impede, deter, porridge, meal, beige; (v) ice cream, ANTONYM: (adj) healthy.
check, block, request, prevent. mince pie, mangosteen, mango, theretofore: (adj) aforehand,

elysium: (1) heaven, paradise, Elysia, lettuce; (adj) mush. beforehand, ere; (adv) erewhile.
Elysian, Eden, Valhalla, Arcadia, easy quantities: (1) quantity. unconsciousness: (1) blackout,
street, rapture. sage: (adj) sagacious, discerning, insensibility, grogginess, loss of

inseparable: (adj) indissoluble, intelligent, prudent, judicious, consciousness, coma, trance,
inextricable, inherent, indiscerptible, learned, profound, knowing; (adj, v) stupefaction, faint, unawareness,
built-in, indispensable, infrangible, grave; (1) philosopher, scholar. ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n)

innate, unseparable; (v) severable, starved: (adj) famished, starving, awareness.
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the undertaker's bill, and the necessity of taking in the clothes of all the paupers,
which fluttered loosely on their wasted, shrunken forms, after a week or two's
gruel. But the number of workhouse inmates got thin as well as the paupers; and
the board were in ecstasies.

The room in which the boys were fed, was a large stone hall, with a copper at
one end: out of which the master, dressed in an apron for the purpose, and
assisted by one or two women, ladled the gruel at mealtimes. Of this festive
composition each boy had one porringer, and no more--except on occasions of
great public rejoicing, when he had two ounces and a quarter of bread besides.

The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons
till they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which never
took very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit
staring at the copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured the
very bricks of which it was composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in
sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching up any stray
splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon. Boys have generally
excellent appetites. Oliver Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of
slow starvation for three months: at last they got so voracious and wild with
hunger, that one boy, who was tall for his age, and hadn't been used to that sort
of thing (for his father had kept a small cook-shop), hinted darkly to his
companions, that unless he had another basin of gruel per diem, he was afraid he
might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next him, who happened to be
a weakly youth of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye; and they implicitly
believed him. A council was held; lots were cast who should walk up to the
master after supper that evening, and ask for more; and it fell to Oliver Twist.

The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook's
uniform, stationed himself at the copper; his pauper assistants ranged
themselves behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over
the short commons. The gruel disappeared; the boys whispered each other, and
winked at Oliver; while his next neighbors nudged him. Child as he was, he was
desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from the table; and

Thesaurus
indigent, penniless; (v) bust, fold.
porringer: (1) bowl, pan, platter,
calabash, plate, saucer, posnet,
crucible, potager, trencher.

ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, bloated.
sucking: (1) suck, intake, uptake,

aspiration, ingestion, consumption.
thereon: (adv) on that, thereupon,

assiduously: (adv) diligently,
industriously, busily, sedulously,
carefully, attentively, studiously,
constantly, untiringly, thoroughly,

scrupulously. ANTONYMS: (adv)
carelessly, inconsistently, hastily.
devoured: (adj) eaten up.
hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique.
neighbors: (1) neighbourhood.
pauper: (1) poor man, mumper, bum,
poor person, starveling; (adj) poor,

rejoicing: () exultation, jubilation,
happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure,
elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v)
rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. ANTONYM:
(n) sadness.

shrunken: (adj) wizened, shrivelled,
shrunk, withered, contracted, wizen,
narrow, dried, thin, lean, sear.

afterward, at once, early,
immediately, therefore.

voracious: (adj) greedy, rapacious,
ravenous, hungry, gluttonous,
esurient, edacious, avid, ravening,
grasping, insatiable. ANTONYMS:
(adj) quenched, disinterested,
moderate.
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advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said: somewhat alarmed at his
own temerity:

'Please, sir, I want some more.'
The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed in
stupefied astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, and then clung for

support to the copper. The assistants were paralysed with wonder; the boys with
fear.

'What!' said the master at length, in a faint voice.

'Please, sir,' replied Oliver, 'l want some more.'

The master aimed a blow at Oliver's head with the ladle; pinioned him in his
arm; and shrieked aloud for the beadle.

The board were sitting in solemn conclave, when Mr. Bumble rushed into the
room in great excitement, and addressing the gentleman in the high chair, said,

'Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has asked for more!'

There was a general start. Horror was depicted on every countenance.

'For more!' said Mr. Limbkins. 'Compose yourself, Bumble, and answer me

distinctly. Do I understand that he asked for more, after he had eaten the supper
allotted by the dietary?'

'He did, sir,' replied Bumble.

'That boy will be hung,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. ' know
that boy will be hung.'

Nobody controverted the prophetic gentleman's opinion. An animated
discussion took place. Oliver was ordered into instant confinement; and a bill
was next morning pasted on the outside of the gate, offering a reward of five
pounds to anybody who would take Oliver Twist off the hands of the parish. In
other words, five pounds and Oliver Twist were offered to any man or woman
who wanted an apprentice to any trade, business, or calling.

'l never was more convinced of anything in my life,' said the gentleman in the
white waistcoat, as he knocked at the gate and read the bill next morning: 'l

Thesaurus

synod, gathering, conference.
ladle: (v) lade, scoop, dip, laden,

allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed,
selected.

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed,
astonished, bewildered, astounded,

assistants: (1) cabinet.

compose: (v) build, compile, write,
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize,
allay, Iull; (n, v) calm, constitute,

transfuse; (1, v) shovel; (1) spoon,

trowel, watch glass, vessel, thimble.
paralysed: (adj) palsied, paralyzed.
pasted: (adj) affixed.

settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, ruin, prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic,

unsettle, annihilate, discompose,
demolish, disturb, fluster.
conclave: (1) congress, caucus,
convocation, meeting, vestry,
consistory, conventicle, convention,

prophetical, prognostic, visionary,
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline,
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic.
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic,
unimaginative.

dumbfounded, stupid, confused,
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy.
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise,
unimpressed.

temerity: (1) nerve, effrontery,
hardihood, boldness, rashness,
imprudence, audaciousness,
carelessness, assurance, indiscretion,
venturesomeness. ANTONYMS: (1)
caution, care, reticence.
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never was more convinced of anything in my life, than I am that that boy will

come to be hung.'

As I purpose to show in the sequel whether the white waistcoated
gentleman was right or not, I should perhaps mar the interest of this narrative
(supposing it to possess any at all), if I ventured to hint just yet, whether the life
of Oliver Twist had this violent termination or no.

convinced: (adj, v) sure, positive,
confident, firm; (v) cocksure,
persuaded, satisfied, assured, bold;
(adj) clear, definite. ANTONYMS:
(adj) doubtful, unconvinced,
uncertain, cynical.

gentleman: (1) gent, Mr, male,
patrician, sir, adult male, esquire,
sahib, gentlemen; (adj) gentilhomme,
gentlemanly.

hint: (v) suggest; (adj, n) trace; (n)
suggestion, intimation, inkling, cue,

Thesaurus

allusion; (1, v) tip, touch, dash; (adj, v) outcome, consequence, ending,

intimate. ANTONYM: (1) overtone.

narrative: (1, v) history, tale; ()
account, story, chronicle, legend,
yarn, recital, relation, report,
anecdote.

possess: (adj, v) own; (v) hold, wield,
occupy, bear, keep, enjoy, contain,
retain, to have, maintain.
ANTONYMS: (v) lack, remove.

sequel: (1) sequence, result, issue,

aftermath, continuation, continuance,

upshot, outgrowth. ANTONYM: (1)
prelude.

termination: (1) close, end, conclusion,
result, dissolution, cessation,
expiration, finale, finish, completion,
issue. ANTONYMS: (1) beginning,
preservation, initiation, inauguration,
creation.

whether: (pron) where.
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CHAPTER III

RELATES HOW OLIVER TWIST WAS VERY
NEAR GETTING A PLACE WHICH WOULD NOT
HAVE BEEN A SINECURE

For a week after the commission of the impious and profane offence of
asking for more, Oliver remained a close prisoner in the dark and solitary room
to which he had been consigned by the wisdom and mercy of the board. It
appears, at first sight not unreasonable to suppose, that, if he had entertained a
becoming feeling of respect for the prediction of the gentleman in the white
waistcoat, he would have established that sage individual's prophetic character,
once and for ever, by tying one end of his pocket-handkerchief to a hook in the
wall, and attaching himself to the other. To the performance of this feat,
however, there was one obstacle: namely, that pocket-handkerchiefs being
decided articles of luxury, had been, for all future times and ages, removed from
the noses of paupers by the express order of the board, in council assembled:
solemnly given and pronounced under their hands and seals. There was a still
greater obstacle in Oliver's youth and childishness. He only cried bitterly all
day; and, when the long, dismal night came on, spread his little hands before his
eyes to shut out the darkness, and crouching in the corner, tried to sleep: ever
and anon waking with a start and tremble, and drawing himself closer and closer

Thesaurus

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, submissive, resigned. unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS:
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, impious: (adj) godless, ungodly, (adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious,
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath. disrespectful, profane, unholy, sinful, reverent.

attaching: (1) fastening; (adj) adhesive. unhallowed, wicked, iniquitous, solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely,

childishness: (1) youngness, navet, irreligious, irreverent. ANTONYMS:  majestically, stately, sternly, staidly,
boyhood, boyism, frivolity, (adj) reverent, devout, restrained, thoughtfully, soberly, formally,
puerilism, ridiculousness, stupidity,  good. ceremoniously, importantly.
childhood. ANTONYMS: (1) pocket-handkerchief: (1) ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully,
maturity, sense. handkerchief. flippantly.

crouching: (adj) sneaking, huddled, profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, tying: (n) ligation, bundling,
obsequious, squat, hunkered, defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj)

cowering, hunkered down; (v) irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, binding; (v) restrict.
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to the wall, as if to feel even its cold hard surface were a protection in the gloom
and loneliness which surrounded him.

Let it not be supposed by the enemies of 'the system,' that, during the period
of his solitary incarceration, Oliver was denied the benefit of exercise, the
pleasure of society, or the advantages of religious consolation. As for exercise, it
was nice cold weather, and he was allowed to perform his ablutions every
morning under the pump, in a stone yard, in the presence of Mr. Bumble, who
prevented his catching cold, and caused a tingling sensation to pervade his
frame, by repeated applications of the cane. As for society, he was carried every
other day into the hall where the boys dined, and there sociably flogged as a
public warning and example. And so for from being denied the advantages of
religious consolation, he was kicked into the same apartment every evening at
prayer-time, and there permitted to listen to, and console his mind with, a
general supplication of the boys, containing a special clause, therein inserted by
authority of the board, in which they entreated to be made good, virtuous,
contented, and obedient, and to be guarded from the sins and vices of Oliver
Twist: whom the supplication distinctly set forth to be under the exclusive
patronage and protection of the powers of wickedness, and an article direct from
the manufactory of the very Devil himself.

It chanced one morning, while Oliver's affairs were in this auspicious and
comfortable state, that Mr. Gamfield, chimney-sweep, went his way down the
High Street, deeply cogitating in his mind his ways and means of paying certain
arrears of rent, for which his landlord had become rather pressing. Mr.
Gamfield's most sanguine estimate of his finances could not raise them within
full five pounds of the desired amount; and, in a species of arthimetical
desperation, he was alternately cudgelling his brains and his donkey, when
passing the workhouse, his eyes encountered the bill on the gate.

'Wo--o!' said Mr. Gamfield to the donkey.

The donkey was in a state of profound abstraction: wondering, probably,
whether he was destined to be regaled with a cabbage-stalk or two when he had

Thesaurus
carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. grinder, industrial plant. enjoyably, cordially, companionably,
cogitating: (1) conception; (adj) pervade: (adj, v) fill; (v) infiltrate, convivially. ANTONYMS: (adv)
reflective. penetrate, diffuse, imbue, percolate, shyly, unsociably, inhospitably.
incarceration: (1) imprisonment, occupy, impregnate, saturate, pass  supplication: (1, v) entreaty,
confinement, custody, immurement,  through, charge. solicitation; (1) petition, invocation,
detention, durance, arrest, sanguine: (adj) hopeful, optimistic, appeal, request, rogation, plea,
mancipation, duress, apprehension, bloody, rubicund, confident, crimson, orison, blessing, imploration.
limbo. ANTONYMS: (1) release, cheerful, buoyant, sanguineous; (adj, therein: (adv) in this, in there.
freedom. n) red, florid. ANTONYMS: (adj) tingling: (n) tingle, itch, thrill, pins
manufactory: (n) factory, mill, plant, pessimistic, gloomy, doubtful. and needles, tickle, somesthesia,
foundry, cannery, manufacture, sociably: (adv) socially, pleasantly, somatic sensation; (adj) stinging,

works, John mill, John Stuart mill, warmly, kindly, entertainingly, tickling, tickly; (v) turn.
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disposed of the two sacks of soot with which the little cart was laden; so, without
noticing the word of command, he jogged onward.

Mr. Gamfield growled a fierce imprecation on the donkey generally, but
more particularly on his eyes; and, running after him, bestowed a blow on his
head, which would inevitably have beaten in any skull but a donkey's. Then,
catching hold of the bridle, he gave his jaw a sharp wrench, by way of gentle
reminder that he was not his own master; and by these means turned him round.
He then gave him another blow on the head, just to stun him till he came back
again. Having completed these arrangements, he walked up to the gate, to read
the bill.

The gentleman with the white waistcoat was standing at the gate with his
hands behind him, after having delivered himself of some profound sentiments
in the board-room. Having witnessed the little dispute between Mr. Gamfield
and the donkey, he smiled joyously when that person came up to read the bill,
for he saw at once that Mr. Gamfield was exactly the sort of master Oliver Twist
wanted. Mr. Gamfield smiled, too, as he perused the document; for five pounds
was just the sum he had been wishing for; and, as to the boy with which it was
encumbered, Mr. Gamfield, knowing what the dietary of the workhouse was,
well knew he would be a nice small pattern, just the very thing for register
stoves. So, he spelt the bill through again, from beginning to end; and then,
touching his fur cap in token of humility, accosted the gentleman in the white
waistcoat.

'This here boy, sir, wot the parish wants to 'prentis,' said Mr. Gamfield.

'Ay, my man, said the gentleman in the white waistcoat, with a
condescending smile. 'What of him?'

'If the parish vould like him to learn a right pleasant trade, in a good
'spectable chimbley-sweepin' bisness,' said Mr. Gamfield, 'l wants a 'prentis, and
I am ready to take him.'

'Walk in,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. Mr. Gamfield having
lingered behind, to give the donkey another blow on the head, and another

Thesaurus

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred,
awarded, accurate.

condescending: (adj) arrogant,
snobbish, superior, haughty,
gracious, patronizing, supercilious,
arch, benign, affable, merciful.
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble,
unassuming, approachable,
unpretentious, friendly, admiring,
modest, respectful, deferential.

dietary: (1, v) diet; (adj) dietetic,
alimentary, eatable, dietetical; (1)

dietetics.

encumbered: (adj) burdened,
burdensome, weighed down, heavy,
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM:
(adj) unencumbered.

imprecation: (1) curse, anathema,
execration, cuss, blasphemy, bane,
ban, oath, prayer, malison,
denunciation.

joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gaily,
gleefully, mirthfully, cheerfully,
gladly, merrily, festively, brightly,

buoyantly, pleasantly. ANTONYM:
(adv) joylessly.

soot: (1) smut, lampblack, carbon
black, grime, carbon, crock, dirt; (adj)
ink, ebony, coal pitch, jet.

stun: (v) amaze, bewilder, shock,
baffle, daze, flabbergast, stagger;
(adv, v) startle, surprise; (adj, v)
astound; (n, v) deaden.

wrench: (1, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn,
twist, tug, yank; (1) spanner; (v)
distort, contort, force.
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wrench of the jaw, as a caution not to run away in his absence, followed the
gentleman with the white waistcoat into the room where Oliver had first seen
him.

'It's a nasty trade,' said Mr. Limbkins, when Gamfield had again stated his
wish.

"Young boys have been smothered in chimneys before now,' said another
gentleman.

'That's acause they damped the straw afore they lit it in the chimbley to make
'em come down again,' said Gamfield; 'that's all smoke, and no blaze; vereas
smoke ain't o' no use at all in making a boy come down, for it only sinds him to
sleep, and that's wot he likes. Boys is wery obstinit, and wery lazy, Gen'l'men,
and there's nothink like a good hot blaze to make 'em come down vith a run. It's
humane too, gen'l'men, acause, even if they've stuck in the chimbley, roasting
their feet makes 'em struggle to hextricate theirselves.'

The gentleman in the white waistcoat appeared very much amused by this
explanation; but his mirth was speedily checked by a look from Mr. Limbkins.
The board then proceeded to converse among themselves for a few minutes, but
in so low a tone, that the words 'saving of expenditure,' 'looked well in the
accounts,' 'have a printed report published,'" were alone audible. These only
chanced to be heard, indeed, or account of their being very frequently repeated
with great emphasis.

At length the whispering ceased; and the members of the board, having
resumed their seats and their solemnity, Mr. Limbkins said:

'We have considered your proposition, and we don't approve of it.'
'Not at all,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
'Decidedly not,' added the other members.

As Mr. Gamfield did happen to labour under the slight imputation of having
bruised three or four boys to death already, it occurred to him that the board
had, perhaps, in some unaccountable freak, taken it into their heads that this
extraneous circumstance ought to influence their proceedings. It was very unlike

Thesaurus
afore: (adv) ahead, along, before, accusation, impeachment, attribution, impressiveness, austerity, sedateness,
forwards, formerly, beforehand, ascription; (adj, n) slur; (adj) blot, display, pomp, grandeur.
previously; (adj) erewhile, aforehand, reproach, stain, spot. ANTONYMS: (1) humor, levity,
theretofore, preceding. roasting: (1) barbecuing, cookery, cheerfulness, understatement.
extraneous: (adj) exterior, foreign, cooking; (adj) broiling, baking, unaccountable: (adj)
exotic, external, adventitious, outer,  burning, boiling, airless, blazing, incomprehensible, inexplicable,
outside, irrelevant, unrelated, close; (adj, n) scorching. strange, unintelligible, unexplainable,
extrinsic, immaterial. ANTONYMS: ~ ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, fresh. mysterious, impenetrable,
(adj) relevant, intrinsic, necessary, smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, undiscoverable, undecipherable,
essential, integral, native, needed, smothers, pent-up, covered. unknowable, unnatural.
basic, pertinent. solemnity: (1) seriousness, sobriety, ANTONYMS: (adj) accountable,

imputation: (1) blame, charge, earnestness, formality, ceremony, explainable, responsible, explicable.
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their general mode of doing business, if they had; but still, as he had no
particular wish to revive the rumour, he twisted his cap in his hands, and
walked slowly from the table.

'So you won't let me have him, gen''men?' said Mr. Gamfield, pausing near
the door.

'No,' replied Mr. Limbkins; 'at least, as it's a nasty business, we think you
ought to take something less than the premium we offered.'

Mr. Gamfield's countenance brightened, as, with a quick step, he returned to
the table, and said,

'What'll you give, gen''men? Come! Don't be too hard on a poor man. What'll
you give?'

' should say, three pound ten was plenty,' said Mr. Limbkins.

'Ten shillings too much,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.

'Come!" said Gamfield; 'say four pound, gen'l'men. Say four pound, and
you've got rid of him for good and all. There!'

'Three pound ten,' repeated Mr. Limbkins, firmly.

'Come! I'll split the diff'erence, gen''men,' urged Gamfield. 'Three pound
fifteen.'

'Not a farthing more,' was the firm reply of Mr. Limbkins.
"You're desperate hard upon me, gen'l'men,' said Gamfield, wavering.

'Pooh! pooh! nonsense!' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. 'He'd be
cheap with nothing at all, as a premium. Take him, you silly fellow! He's just the
boy for you. He wants the stick, now and then: it'll do him good; and his board
needn't come very expensive, for he hasn't been overfed since he was born. Ha!
ha! ha!'

Mr. Gamfield gave an arch look at the faces round the table, and, observing a
smile on all of them, gradually broke into a smile himself. The bargain was made.
Mr. Bumble, was at once instructed that Oliver Twist and his indentures were to

Thesaurus
arch: (n, v) curve, bow, bend; (1) watchful, commemorative, conscious, fame, news, story, reputation,
dome, curvature, acute; (adj) wily, observative, perceptive, thoughtful; scuttlebutt, tale; (v) bruit.
shrewd, sly; (v) vault; (adj, n, v) (n) investigation. walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode.
round. ANTONYMS: (adj) smallest, overfed: (adj) swollen, distended, full, wants: (1) need, necessities.
petty, modest, minor, frank, least, overstuffed, overweight, replete, wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (1)
lesser, inferior, forthright, guileless, stuffed. fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation;
humble. revive: (v) refresh, invigorate, quicken, (adj) irresolute, indecisive,
farthing: () craps, faro, ante, chuck, renew, renovate, restore, resuscitate, undecided, hesitant, uncertain,
doit, small change; (adj) bulrush, animate, awake, repair, recreate. variable, changeable. ANTONYMS:
pinch of snuff, peppercorn, old son, ANTONYMS: (v) demoralize, kill, (adj) decided, constant, resolute,
jot. slay, stagnate, abandon, die, drain. stable, decisive; () resolution,

observing: (adj) observant, mindful,  rumour: (1, v) rumor; (1) hearsay, stability.
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be conveyed before the magistrate, for signature and approval, that very
afternoon.

In pursuance of this determination, little Oliver, to his excessive
astonishment, was released from bondage, and ordered to put himself into a
clean shirt. He had hardly achieved this very unusual gymnastic performance,
when Mr. Bumble brought him, with his own hands, a basin of gruel, and the
holiday allowance of two ounces and a quarter of bread. At this tremendous
sight, Oliver began to cry very piteously: thinking, not unnaturally, that the
board must have determined to kill him for some useful purpose, or they never
would have begun to fatten him up in that way.

'Don't make your eyes red, Oliver, but eat your food and be thankful,' said
Mr. Bumble, in a tone of impressive pomposity. 'You're a going to be made a
‘prentice of, Oliver.'

'A prentice, sir!' said the child, trembling.

"Yes, Oliver,' said Mr. Bumble. 'The kind and blessed gentleman which is so
many parents to you, Oliver, when you have none of your own: are a going to
'‘prentice' you: and to set you up in life, and make a man of you: although the
expense to the parish is three pound ten!--three pound ten, Oliver!--seventy
shillins--one hundred and forty sixpences!--and all for a naughty orphan which
nobody can't love.'

As Mr. Bumble paused to take breath, after delivering this address in an
awful voice, the tears rolled down the poor child's face, and he sobbed bitterly.

'Come,' said Mr. Bumble, somewhat less pompously, for it was gratifying to
his feelings to observe the effect his eloquence had produced; 'Come, Oliver!
Wipe your eyes with the cuffs of your jacket, and don't cry into your gruel; that's
a very foolish action, Oliver.' It certainly was, for there was quite enough water
in it already.

On their way to the magistrate, Mr. Bumble instructed Oliver that all he
would have to do, would be to look very happy, and say, when the gentleman
asked him if he wanted to be apprenticed, that he should like it very much

Thesaurus

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, fatten: (adj, n) enrich; (adj, v) fat, pomposity: (1) haughtiness,
thralldom, slavery, captivity, elaborate; (v) fatten up, feed, fill out;  arrogance, glitter, conceit, pretension,
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke,  (adj) fructify, bloom, bear fruit, pompousness, strut, vanity,
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. blossom, blow. ANTONYMS: (v) pretentiousness, dash,
ANTONYMS: (1) independence, undernourish, starve. ostentatiousness. ANTONYMS: (n)
emancipation, freedom. gymnastic: (1) gymnastics, athletics, modesty, informality.

conveyed: (v) borne, sent. physical education; (adj) acrobatic, pompously: (adv) ostentatiously,

eloquence: (1) style, fluency, oratory,  gymnical; (v) palestric, herculean. turgidly, proudly, pretentiously,
rhetoric, articulateness, expression,  piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) imperiously, conceitedly, affectedly,
volubility, persuasiveness, articulacy, pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, stiltedly, puffily, showily, haughtily.
facundity, way with words. woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, ~ANTONYMS: (adv) modestly,

ANTONYM: (1) inarticulateness. grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. meekly.
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indeed; both of which injunctions Oliver promised to obey: the rather as Mr.
Bumble threw in a gentle hint, that if he failed in either particular, there was no
telling what would be done to him. When they arrived at the office, he was shut
up in a little room by himself, and admonished by Mr. Bumble to stay there,
until he came back to fetch him.

There the boy remained, with a palpitating heart, for half an hour. At the
expiration of which time Mr. Bumble thrust in his head, unadorned with the
cocked hat, and said aloud:

'Now, Oliver, my dear, come to the gentleman.' As Mr. Bumble said this, he
put on a grim and threatening look, and added, in a low voice, 'Mind what I told
you, you young rascal!'

Oliver stared innocently in Mr. Bumble's face at this somewhat contradictory
style of address; but that gentleman prevented his offering any remark
thereupon, by leading him at once into an adjoining room: the door of which
was open. It was a large room, with a great window. Behind a desk, sat two old
gentleman with powdered heads: one of whom was reading the newspaper;
while the other was perusing, with the aid of a pair of tortoise-shell spectacles, a
small piece of parchment which lay before him. Mr. Limbkins was standing in
front of the desk on one side; and Mr. Gamfield, with a partially washed face, on
the other; while two or three bluff-looking men, in top-boots, were lounging
about.

The old gentleman with the spectacles gradually dozed off, over the little bit
of parchment; and there was a short pause, after Oliver had been stationed by
Mr. Bumble in front of the desk.

'This is the boy, your worship,' said Mr. Bumble.

The old gentleman who was reading the newspaper raised his head for a
moment, and pulled the other old gentleman by the sleeve; whereupon, the last-
mentioned old gentleman woke up.

'O, is this the boy?' said the old gentleman.

'This is him, sir,' replied Mr. Bumble. 'Bow to the magistrate, my dear.'

Thesaurus
adjoining: (adj) contiguous, neighbor, palpitating: (adj) fluttering, throbbing, immediately, therefore, therewith, in
near, abutting, touching, aflare, flittering, flying, unsteady, the sequel, close upon, upon which,
conterminous, neighboring, vibrant, flaring. whereupon, accordingly.
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) close. parchment: (1) vellum, sheepskin, unadorned: (adj) plain, austere, bald,
ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, divided, lambskin, diploma, testament, will; bare, severe, unembellished,
detached, apart, far. (v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar. unvarnished, harsh, mere, open,
admonished: (adj) reprimanded, perusing: (n) poring over, studying. direct. ANTONYMS: (adj) adorned,
reproved, chastened. powdered: (adj) powdery, fine, sumptuous, ornate, luxury, hidden,
expiration: (1) ending, end, crushed, milled, ground, broken up,  fussy, elaborate.
conclusion, finish, close, exhalation, finer, minced, pulverised; () whereupon: (adv) thereupon,
termination, exit, death, lapse, expiry. punctated, milk. hereupon, upon which, at what, at

ANTONYM: (n) beginning. thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, then, ~which.
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Oliver roused himself, and made his best obeisance. He had been
wondering, with his eyes fixed on the magistrates' powder, whether all boards
were born with that white stuff on their heads, and were boards from
thenceforth on that account.

'Well,' said the old gentleman, 'I suppose he's fond of chimney-sweeping?'

'He doats on it, your worship,' replied Bumble; giving Oliver a sly pinch, to
intimate that he had better not say he didn't.

'And he will be a sweep, will he?' inquired the old gentleman.

'If we was to bind him to any other trade to-morrow, he'd run away
simultaneous, your worship,' replied Bumble.

'And this man that's to be his master--you, sir--you'll treat him well, and feed
him, and do all that sort of thing, will you?' said the old gentleman.

'When I says I will, I means I will,' replied Mr. Gamfield doggedly.

You're a rough speaker, my friend, but you look an honest, open-hearted
man,' said the old gentleman: turning his spectacles in the direction of the
candidate for Oliver's premium, whose villainous countenance was a regular
stamped receipt for cruelty. But the magistrate was half blind and half childish,
so he couldn't reasonably be expected to discern what other people did.

'Thope I am, sir,' said Mr. Gamfield, with an ugly leer.

'l have no doubt you are, my friend,' replied the old gentleman: fixing his
spectacles more firmly on his nose, and looking about him for the inkstand.

It was the critical moment of Oliver's fate. If the inkstand had been where the
old gentleman thought it was, he would have dipped his pen into it, and signed
the indentures, and Oliver would have been straightway hurried off. But, as it
chanced to be immediately under his nose, it followed, as a matter of course, that
he looked all over his desk for it, without finding it; and happening in the course
of his search to look straight before him, his gaze encountered the pale and
terrified face of Oliver Twist: who, despite all the admonitory looks and pinches
of Bumble, was regarding the repulsive countenance of his future master, with a

Thesaurus
admonitory: (adj) reproachful, steadily. ANTONYM: (adv) interested.
exemplary, monitory, hortatory, hesitantly. straightway: (adv) presently,

cautionary, admonitive,
admonishing, dissuasive, hortative,
instructive, monitive.

dipped: (adj) immersed, unfit,
swaybacked, lordotic, curved in,
swayback.

doggedly: (adv) stubbornly, firmly,
tenaciously, persistently, resolutely,
pertinaciously, perseveringly,
obdurately, steadfastly, untiringly,

inkstand: (n) inkhorn.

leer: (1, v) glance; (1) grin, wink,
smirk, look, gaze, nudge, shrug, tip
the wink; (v) simper, ogle.

obeisance: (1) homage, curtsy,
deference, bowing, reverence,
obedience, respect, courtesy; (v)
genuflexion, kowtow, genuflection.

roused: (adj) excited, awake,
susceptible, emotional, elated,

forthwith, directly, right, anon,
immediately, at once, straightforth,
promptly; (adj) straight, immediate.

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward,
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there,
then.

villainous: (adj, v) base, infamous, vile,
black, shameful; (adj) heinous,
atrocious, depraved, wicked, evil,
vicious.
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mingled expression of horror and fear, too palpable to be mistaken, even by a
half-blind magistrate.

The old gentleman stopped, laid down his pen, and looked from Oliver to
Mr. Limbkins; who attempted to take snuff with a cheerful and unconcerned
aspect.

'My boy!" said the old gentleman, 'you look pale and alarmed. What is the
matter?'

'Stand a little away from him, Beadle,' said the other magistrate: laying aside
the paper, and leaning forward with an expression of interest. 'Now, boy, tell us
what's the matter: don't be afraid.'

Oliver fell on his knees, and clasping his hands together, prayed that they
would order him back to the dark room--that they would starve him--beat him--
kill him if they pleased--rather than send him away with that dreadful man.

'Well!' said Mr. Bumble, raising his hands and eyes with most impressive
solemnity. 'Well! of all the artful and designing orphans that ever I see, Oliver,
you are one of the most bare-facedest.'

'Hold your tongue, Beadle,' said the second old gentleman, when Mr. Bumble
had given vent to this compound adjective.

'l beg your worship's pardon,' said Mr. Bumble, incredulous of having heard
aright. 'Did your worship speak to me?'

Yes. Hold your tongue.'

Mr. Bumble was stupefied with astonishment. A beadle ordered to hold his
tongue! A moral revolution!

The old gentleman in the tortoise-shell spectacles looked at his companion, he
nodded significantly.

'We refuse to sanction these indentures,' said the old gentleman: tossing aside
the piece of parchment as he spoke.

Thesaurus
aright: (adv) correctly, right, well, true, recorder, archon, doge, chancellor. snuff: (v) smell, kill, douse, slay, scent,
not Amis, satisfactorily, favorably, mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, snuffle, bump off, smother, snort;
justly, exactly, rightly, properly. indiscriminate, heterogeneous, (adj) tobacco, nicotine.
artful: (adj) crafty, cunning, scheming, medley, confused, eclectic, motley,  tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving.
wily, shrewd, insidious, designing, different; (v) blended, blent. unconcerned: (adj) apathetic,
sly, adroit, subtle, disingenuous. palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, detached, insouciant, casual, careless,
ANTONYMS: (adj) artless, unskillful, ~evident, apparent, clear, transparent, nonchalant, thoughtless, easygoing,
inept, ingenuous, unskilled, open, indubitable, noticeable, lucid, patent, listless, carefree; (adj, n) cold.
straight. perceptible. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, eager,
clasping: (adj) tendril. imaginary, intangible, impalpable, troubled, sensitive, uptight, craving,
magistrate: (1) judge, jurist, justiciary, doubtful, furtive, imperceptible, involved, energetic, interested,

adjudicator, beak, official, provost, insignificant, obscure, unclear. annoyed, strict.
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'l hope,' stammered Mr. Limbkins: 'I hope the magistrates will not form the
opinion that the authorities have been guilty of any improper conduct, on the
unsupported testimony of a child.'

'The magistrates are not called upon to pronounce any opinion on the
matter,' said the second old gentleman sharply. 'Take the boy back to the
workhouse, and treat him kindly. He seems to want it.'

That same evening, the gentleman in the white waistcoat most positively and
decidedly affirmed, not only that Oliver would be hung, but that he would be
drawn and quartered into the bargain. Mr. Bumble shook his head with gloomy
mystery, and said he wished he might come to good; whereunto Mr. Gamfield
replied, that he wished he might come to him; which, although he agreed with
the beadle in most matters, would seem to be a wish of a totally opposite
description.

The next morning, the public were once informed that Oliver Twist was again
To Let, and that five pounds would be paid to anybody who would take
possession of him.

Thesaurus

affirmed: (adj) acknowledged,
avowed, guaranteed.

decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively,
definitely, absolutely, emphatically,
decisively, resolutely, firmly,
markedly, surely, determinedly.
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly,
equivocally, slightly, vaguely.

hung: (1) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj)
fatigued, puzzled, decorated.

improper: (adj) false, illicit,
illegitimate, unsuitable, wrong,

indecent, bad, coarse, amiss, faulty;
(adj, v) indecorous. ANTONYMS:
(adj) suitable, fitting, polite,
acceptable, sensitive, moral, correct,
dignified, lawful, clean, honest.
magistrates: (1) bench, courts, judges.
pronounce: (v) articulate, declare,
affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize,
proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) deliver,
utter. ANTONYM: (v) mumble.
quartered: (1) quartering, quarters.
testimony: (11, v) attestation, witness;

(n) declaration, proof, evidence,
testimonial, confirmation, statement,
affidavit, affirmation, profession.

unsupported: (v) unstrengthened; (adj)

baseless, unwarranted,
uncorroborated, unconfirmed,
unverified, unsupervised,
unsubstantiated, unproven,
unofficial, unendorsed.
ANTONYMS: (adj) supported,
dependable, sound.

whereunto: (adv) whither.
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CHAPTER IV

OLIVER, BEING OFFERED ANOTHER PLACE,
MAKES HIS FIRST ENTRY INTO PUBLIC LIFE

In great families, when an advantageous place cannot be obtained, either in
possession, reversion, remainder, or expectancy, for the young man who is
growing up, it is a very general custom to send him to sea. The board, in
imitation of so wise and salutary an example, took counsel together on the
expediency of shipping off Oliver Twist, in some small trading vessel bound to a
good unhealthy port. This suggested itself as the very best thing that could
possibly be done with him: the probability being, that the skipper would flog
him to death, in a playful mood, some day after dinner, or would knock his
brains out with an iron bar; both pastimes being, as is pretty generally known,
very favourite and common recreations among gentleman of that class. The more
the case presented itself to the board, in this point of view, the more manifold
the advantages of the step appeared; so, they came to the conclusion that the
only way of providing for Oliver effectually, was to send him to sea without
delay.

Mr. Bumble had been despatched to make various preliminary inquiries,
with the view of finding out some captain or other who wanted a cabin-boy
without any friends; and was returning to the workhouse to communicate the

Thesaurus

inconvenience, inexpedience,
unsuitability, uselessness.
flog: (v) lash, whip, chastise, lick,

appeared: (1) appearing.
effectually: (adv) efficaciously,
effectively, validly, adequately,

impish, naughty, merry, lighthearted,
frivolous, frolicsome. ANTONYMS:
(adj) serious, lethargic, solemn, staid,

potently, tellingly, strongly,
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv)
ineffectually.

expediency: (n) utility, convenience,
advantage, fitness, advisability,
pertinence, expedient, benefit,
effectiveness, value, pertinency.
ANTONYMS: (1) impracticality,

trounce, flagellate, birch, castigate,
cane, strap, wallop.
manifold: (adj) diverse, different,

many, various, multiplex, multiplied,

frequent; (v) duplicate, copy,
multiply; (n) diversity.
obtained: (ad)) fulfilled, derivative.
playful: (adj) frisky, humorous,
kittenish, mischievous, skittish,

subdued, heavy.

reversion: () relapse, atavism,

regression, regress, return, reversal,
lapse, inheritance, inversion,
heritage, escheat.

salutary: (adj) beneficial, salubrious,

good, healthful, healthy, wholesome,
helpful, curative, benign, useful,
advantageous.
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result of his mission; when he encountered at the gate, no less a person than Mr.
Sowerberry, the parochial undertaker.

Mr. Sowerberry was a tall gaunt, large-jointed man, attired in a suit of
threadbare black, with darned cotton stockings of the same colour, and shoes to
answer. His features were not naturally intended to wear a smiling aspect, but he
was in general rather given to professional jocosity. His step was elastic, and his
face betokened inward pleasantry, as he advanced to Mr. Bumble, and shook
him cordially by the hand.

'l have taken the measure of the two women that died last night, Mr. Bumble,'
said the undertaker.

"You'll make your fortune, Mr. Sowerberry,' said the beadle, as he thrust his
thumb and forefinger into the proffered snuff-box of the undertaker: which was
an ingenious little model of a patent coffin. ' say you'll make your fortune, Mr.
Sowerberry,' repeated Mr. Bumble, tapping the undertaker on the shoulder, in a
friendly manner, with his cane.

'Think so?' said the undertaker in a tone which half admitted and half

disputed the probability of the event. 'The prices allowed by the board are very
small, Mr. Bumble.'

'So are the coffins,' replied the beadle: with precisely as near an approach to a
laugh as a great official ought to indulge in.

Mr. Sowerberry was much tickled at this: as of course he ought to be; and
laughed a long time without cessation. 'Well, well, Mr. Bumble,' he said at
length, 'there's no denying that, since the new system of feeding has come in, the
coffins are something narrower and more shallow than they used to be; but we
must have some profit, Mr. Bumble. Well-seasoned timber is an expensive
article, sir; and all the iron handles come, by canal, from Birmingham.'

'Well, well,' said Mr. Bumble, 'every trade has its drawbacks. A fair profit is,
of course, allowable.'

Thesaurus
attired: (adj) clad, appareled, clothed, annoying. hackneyed, worn, banal, trite,
garbed, habilimented, robed; (adj, forefinger: (1) index finger, index, tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new,
prep) garmented. forefingers, paw, thumb, hand, unused, reliable, fresh, unworn,
cordially: (adv) warmly, genially, exponent, antenna, feeler. pristine, original.
kindly, sincerely, heartfeltly, jocosity: (1) humorousness, jocularity, tickled: (adj) tickled pink, overjoyed,
ardently, friendly, jovially, earnestly, ~ fun, humour, humor, jest, play, delighted, detective novel, ecstatic,
affectionately, harmoniously. levity, jocundity, joke, sport. elated, jubilant, happy, glad, excited.
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, pleasantry: (1) joke, wit, jocularity, ANTONYM: (adj) disappointed.
frostily. jest, fancy, waggery, drollery, esprit, undertaker: (1) funeral director,
darned: (adj) blasted, deuced, damn, banter, sport, jocosity. mortuary, embalmer, entrepreneur,
cursed, goddamned, aeonian, threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, contractor, skilled worker, funeral

goddamn, irritating, infernal, ageless, dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; (adj) undertaker, mute, trained worker.



Charles Dickens 31

'Of course, of course,' replied the undertaker; 'and if I don't get a profit upon
this or that particular article, why, I make it up in the long-run, you see--he! he!
he!'

Tust so,' said Mr. Bumble.

'Though I must say,' continued the undertaker, resuming the current of
observations which the beadle had interrupted: 'though I must say, Mr. Bumble,
that I have to contend against one very great disadvantage: which is, that all the
stout people go off the quickest. The people who have been better off, and have
paid rates for many years, are the first to sink when they come into the house;
and let me tell you, Mr. Bumble, that three or four inches over one's calculation
makes a great hole in one's profits: especially when one has a family to provide
for, sir.'

As Mr. Sowerberry said this, with the becoming indignation of an ill-used
man; and as Mr. Bumble felt that it rather tended to convey a reflection on the
honour of the parish; the latter gentleman thought it advisable to change the
subject. Oliver Twist being uppermost in his mind, he made him his theme.

'By the bye,' said Mr. Bumble, 'you don't know anybody who wants a boy, do
you? A porochial 'prentis, who is at present a dead-weight; a millstone, as I may
say, round the porochial throat? Liberal terms, Mr. Sowerberry, liberal terms?' As
Mr. Bumble spoke, he raised his cane to the bill above him, and gave three
distinct raps upon the words 'five pounds': which were printed thereon in
Roman capitals of gigantic size.

'Gadso!' said the undertaker: taking Mr. Bumble by the gilt-edged lappel of
his official coat; 'that's just the very thing I wanted to speak to you about. You
know--dear me, what a very elegant button this is, Mr. Bumble! I never noticed it
before.'

"Yes, I think it rather pretty,' said the beadle, glancing proudly downwards at
the large brass buttons which embellished his coat. 'The die is the same as the
porochial seal--the Good Samaritan healing the sick and bruised man. The board
presented it to me on Newyear's morning, Mr. Sowerberry. I put it on, I

Thesaurus
bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, baroque; (prep) beautied. ANTONYMS: (1) contentment,
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten,  gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, pleasure.
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. large, huge, giant, stupendous, millstone: (1) load, weight, tax,
contend: (v) wrestle, compete, conflict, monstrous, vast, big, immense, liability, encumbrance, hindrance,
combat, argue, war, clash, altercate, massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, handicap, impediment, albatross,
struggle, contest; (1, v) allege. tiny, little, insignificant, short, Millstone grit; (adj) lead.
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat, harmonize, miniature. quickest: (adv) most quickly.
abandon, deny, cede, agree, gilt-edged: (ad)) elite, fine. uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper,
surrender, desert. indignation: (n) anger, resentment, highest, chief, maximum, supreme,
embellished: (adj) ornamented, displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, greatest, major, outermost; (1) main.
rhetorical, decorated, fancy, florid, outrage, exasperation, choler, ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest,

tall, rich, embroidered, elaborate, dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. trivial, lower.
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remember, for the first time, to attend the inquest on that reduced tradesman,
who died in a doorway at midnight.'

'I recollect,' said the undertaker. 'The jury brought it in, "Died from exposure
to the cold, and want of the common necessaries of life," didn't they?'

Mr. Bumble nodded.

'And they made it a special verdict, I think,' said the undertaker, 'by adding
some words to the effect, that if the relieving officer had--'

'Tush! Foolery!" interposed the beadle. 'If the board attended to all the
nonsense that ignorant jurymen talk, they'd have enough to do.'

'Very true,' said the undertaker; 'they would indeed.'

Turies,' said Mr. Bumble, grasping his cane tightly, as was his wont when
working into a passion: 'juries is ineddicated, vulgar, grovelling wretches.'

'So they are,' said the undertaker.

'They haven't no more philosophy nor political economy about 'em than that,'
said the beadle, snapping his fingers contemptuously.

'No more they have,' acquiesced the undertaker.

'l despise 'em,' said the beadle, growing very red in the face.

'So do I,' rejoined the undertaker.

'And I only wish we'd a jury of the independent sort, in the house for a week

or two,' said the beadle; 'the rules and regulations of the board would soon bring
their spirit down for 'em.'

'Let 'em alone for that' replied the undertaker. So saying, he smiled,
approvingly: to calm the rising wrath of the indignant parish officer.

Mr Bumble lifted off his cocked hat; took a handkerchief from the inside of
the crown; wiped from his forehead the perspiration which his rage had
engendered; fixed the cocked hat on again; and, turning to the undertaker, said
in a calmer voice:

'Well; what about the boy?'

Thesaurus
contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, cherish, like, praise, accept. lather, water.
sneeringly, insultingly, grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, relieving: (adj) pertinent, comforting,
disparagingly, superciliously, abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, servile, applicable; (1) encouragement.
derisively, condescendingly, obsequious, low, wormlike, snapping: (adj) noisy.
disrespectfully, haughtily, earthbred. tradesman: (1) shopkeeper, dealer,
contumeliously, sardonically. lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty,  merchant, market keeper, cleaner,
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly. upraised, steep. florist, hosier, retailer, tradespeople,
despise: (v) disdain, loathe, necessaries: (1) necessary, necessaries  businessman, retail dealer.
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, of life, necessity, must. wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (1)
slight, hate; (1, v) contemn; (1) perspiration: (1) diaphoresis, hidrosis, ~practice, tradition, cleanliness,
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) sudor, sweating, extravasation, assuetude, assuefaction, convention,

respect, love, adore, appreciate, secretion, exertion, exudation, effort,  rut; (v) practise.
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'Oh!' replied the undertaker; 'why, you know, Mr. Bumble, I pay a good deal
towards the poor's rates.'

'Hem!' said Mr. Bumble. 'Well?'

'Well,' replied the undertaker, 'I was thinking that if I pay so much towards
'em, I've a right to get as much out of 'em as I can, Mr. Bumble; and so--I think I'll
take the boy myself.'

Mr. Bumble grasped the undertaker by the arm, and led him into the
building. Mr. Sowerberry was closeted with the board for five minutes; and it
was arranged that Oliver should go to him that evening 'upon liking'--a phrase
which means, in the case of a parish apprentice, that if the master find, upon a
short trial, that he can get enough work out of a boy without putting too much
food into him, he shall have him for a term of years, to do what he likes with.

When little Oliver was taken before 'the gentlemen' that evening; and
informed that he was to go, that night, as general house-lad to a coffin-maker's;
and that if he complained of his situation, or ever came back to the parish again,
he would be sent to sea, there to be drowned, or knocked on the head, as the case
might be, he evinced so little emotion, that they by common consent pronounced
him a hardened young rascal, and ordered Mr. Bumble to remove him forthwith.

Now, although it was very natural that the board, of all people in the world,
should feel in a great state of virtuous astonishment and horror at the smallest
tokens of want of feeling on the part of anybody, they were rather out, in this
particular instance. The simple fact was, that Oliver, instead of possessing too
little feeling, possessed rather too much; and was in a fair way of being reduced,
for life, to a state of brutal stupidity and sullenness by the ill usage he had
received. He heard the news of his destination, in perfect silence; and, having
had his luggage put into his hand--which was not very difficult to carry,
inasmuch as it was all comprised within the limits of a brown paper parcel,
about half a foot square by three inches deep--he pulled his cap over his eyes;
and once more attaching himself to Mr. Bumble's coat cuff, was led away by that
dignitary to a new scene of suffering.

Thesaurus
dignitary: (1) notable, celebrity, big miscreant, knave, scoundrel, scamp, gloom, doggedness, mumps.
shot, dignity, officer, grandee, very rogue, varlet, vagabond, brat. ANTONYM: (1) cheeriness.
important person, public figure, stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense,  tokens: (1) decorations, discriminating
personage, person, panjandrum. obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, marks, indications, indicia, insignia,
hardened: (adj) hard, callous, absurdity, stolidity, slowness, signs, appearances, badges.
confirmed, tough, indurated, denseness, idiocy, imbecility. virtuous: (adj) upright, pure,
tempered, unfeeling, inured, ANTONYMS: (1) sense, logic, righteous, good, moral, just,
habitual, enured, veteran. cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, honorable, honest, respectable,
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, ability. decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj)
smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, sullenness: (1) glumness, moroseness, bad, sinful, corrupt, impure,
feeling, mild. moodiness, resentment, sourness, unethical, decadent, degenerate,

rascal: (n) villain, rapscallion, monkey, gloominess, brusqueness, sulk, irreverent.
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For some time, Mr. Bumble drew Oliver along, without notice or remark; for
the beadle carried his head very erect, as a beadle always should: and, it being a
windy day, little Oliver was completely enshrouded by the skirts of Mr.
Bumble's coat as they blew open, and disclosed to great advantage his flapped
waistcoat and drab plush knee-breeches. As they drew near to their destination,
however, Mr. Bumble thought it expedient to look down, and see that the boy
was in good order for inspection by his new master: which he accordingly did,
with a fit and becoming air of gracious patronage.

'Oliver!' said Mr. Bumble.
"Yes, sir,' replied Oliver, in a low, tremulous voice.
'Pull that cap off your eyes, and hold up your head, sir.'

Although Oliver did as he was desired, at once; and passed the back of his
unoccupied hand briskly across his eyes, he left a tear in them when he looked
up at his conductor. As Mr. Bumble gazed sternly upon him, it rolled down his
cheek. It was followed by another, and another. The child made a strong effort,
but it was an unsuccessful one. Withdrawing his other hand from Mr. Bumble's
he covered his face with both; and wept until the tears sprung out from between
his chin and bony fingers.

'Well!' exclaimed Mr. Bumble, stopping short, and darting at his little charge
a look of intense malignity. 'Well! Of all the ungratefullest, and worst-disposed
boys as ever I see, Oliver, you are the--'

'No, no, sir,' sobbed Oliver, clinging to the hand which held the well-known
cane; 'no, no, sir; I will be good indeed; indeed, indeed I will, sir! I am a very little
boy, sir; and it is so--so--'

'So what?' inquired Mr. Bumble in amazement.

'So lonely, sir! So very lonely!' cried the child. 'Everybody hates me. Oh! sir,
don't, don't pray be cross to me!' The child beat his hand upon his heart; and
looked in his companion's face, with tears of real agony.

Mr. Bumble regarded Oliver's piteous and helpless look, with some
astonishment, for a few seconds; hemmed three or four times in a husky manner;

Thesaurus
benignity.
piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful,
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject,

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v)
Sally.
drab: (adj) dreary, gloomy, dingy,

goods; (adj) unacceptable, defective.
tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling,
shaking, fearful, apprehensive,

cheerless, somber, boring, dowdy,
dark, colorless, dull, depressing.
ANTONYMS: (adj) colorful, vivid,
brilliant, chic, flashy, interesting,

cheerful, distinctive, smart, strong.

malignity: () malevolence,
malignance, venom, animosity,
enmity, hatred, evil, rancor, spite,
malignancy, hate. ANTONYM: ()

compassionate, unfortunate, poor,
paltry, pitiable.

plush: (adj) lush, splendid, opulent,
sumptuous, luxuriant, luxurious,
rich, gorgeous, swish, deluxe,
magnificent. ANTONYMS: (adj)
meager, austere, shabby, Spartan,
cheap.

seconds: (1) merchandise, retrees,

quavering, fidgety, shivering; (1)
nervous, diffident, coy. ANTONYMS:
(adj) stable, confident, steady.

unoccupied: (adj) empty, vacant,

unemployed, free, desolate, void,
uninhabited, idle, inactive, deserted,
abandoned. ANTONYMS: (adj) full,
inhabited, overcrowded, solid,
working, busy.



Charles Dickens 35

and after muttering something about 'that troublesome cough,' bade Oliver dry
his eyes and be a good boy. Then once more taking his hand, he walked on with
him in silence.

The undertaker, who had just putup the shutters of his shop, was making
some entries in his day-book by the light of a most appropriate dismal candle,
when Mr. Bumble entered.

'Aha!' said the undertaker; looking up from the book, and pausing in the
middle of a word; 'is that you, Bumble?'

'No one else, Mr. Sowerberry,' replied the beadle. 'Here! I've brought the boy.'
Oliver made a bow.

'Oh! that's the boy, is it?' said the undertaker: raising the candle above his
head, to get a better view of Oliver. 'Mrs. Sowerberry, will you have the
goodness to come here a moment, my dear?'

Mrs. Sowerberry emerged from a little room behind the shop, and presented
the form of a short, then, squeezed-up woman, with a vixenish countenance.

'My dear,' said Mr. Sowerberry, deferentially, 'this is the boy from the
workhouse that I told you of.' Oliver bowed again.

'Dear me!' said the undertaker's wife, 'he's very small.'

'Why, he is rather small,' replied Mr. Bumble: looking at Oliver as if it were
his fault that he was no bigger; 'he is small. There's no denying it. But he'll grow,
Mrs. Sowerberry--he'll grow.'

'Ah! I dare say he will,' replied the lady pettishly, 'on our victuals and our
drink. I see no saving in parish children, not I; for they always cost more to keep,
than they're worth. However, men always think they know best. There! Get
downstairs, little bag o' bones." With this, the undertaker's wife opened a side
door, and pushed Oliver down a steep flight of stairs into a stone cell, damp and
dark: forming the ante-room to the coal-cellar, and denominated 'kitchen';
wherein sat a slatternly girl, in shoes down at heel, and blue worsted stockings
very much out of repair.

Thesaurus
bade: (v) bid, command, bad. mumbling, faint. laborious, tough, heavy.
deferentially: (adv) reverentially, pettishly: (adv) testily, irritably, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful,
submissively, reverently, dutifully, crossly, tetchily, peevishly, techily, useful, advantageous, convenient,
regardfully, obsequiously, meekly, huffily, touchily, fractiously, fretfully, uncomplicated, delightful.
appreciatively, approvingly, moodily. victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, victual,
flatteringly, positively. ANTONYMS: slatternly: (adj) blowzy, sluttish, edible, provender, grub, sustenance,
(adv) disapprovingly, irreverently, untidy, dirty, blowsy, sordid, loose, support, diet, nutriment.
disobediently. dowdy, squalid; (adv) dowdily, vixenish: (adj) malicious, vixenly.
muttering: (1) grumbling, mutter, drably. wherein: (adv) in what, in which,
murmuring, grumble, murmuration, troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, where.
murmur vowel, complaint, heart arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, ~worsted: (adj) disappointed; (1) fabric,

murmur, cardiac murmur; (adj) onerous, awkward, annoying, knitting worsted, cloth.
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'Here, Charlotte,' said Mr. Sowerberry, who had followed Oliver down, 'give
this boy some of the cold bits that were put by for Trip. He hasn't come home
since the morning, so he may go without 'em. I dare say the boy isn't too dainty
to eat 'em--are you, boy?'

Oliver, whose eyes had glistened at the mention of meat, and who was
trembling with eagerness to devour it, replied in the negative; and a plateful of
coarse broken victuals was set before him.

I wish some well-fed philosopher, whose meat and drink turn to gall within
him; whose blood is ice, whose heart is iron; could have seen Oliver Twist
clutching at the dainty viands that the dog had neglected. I wish he could have
witnessed the horrible avidity with which Oliver tore the bits asunder with all
the ferocity of famine. There is only one thing I should like better; and that
would be to see the Philosopher making the same sort of meal himself, with the
same relish.

'Well,' said the undertaker's wife, when Oliver had finished his supper: which
she had regarded in silent horror, and with fearful auguries of his future
appetite: 'have you done?'

There being nothing eatable within his reach, Oliver replied in the
affirmative.

'Then come with me,' said Mrs. Sowerberry: taking up a dim and dirty lamp,
and leading the way upstairs; 'your bed's under the counter. You don't mind
sleeping among the coffins, I suppose? But it doesn't much matter whether you
do or don't, for you can't sleep anywhere else. Come; don't keep me here all
night!'

Oliver lingered no longer, but meekly followed his new mistress.

Thesaurus
asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside,  refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (1) luxury. plateful: (n) helping, portion, home,
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, vulgar, crustal plate, serving, collection plate,
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far ~ rough, inelegant, harsh, gross, catcher, photographic plate, home
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) awkward, accepting, heavy, careless, plate, containerful, denture.
together. thick. relish: (1, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (1)
avidity: (adj, n) greed, greediness; (1) eatable: (adj, n) comestible; (1) gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm,
eagerness, ardor, covetousness, lust,  pabulum, victual, food, victuals, enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask,
desire, enthusiasm, rapacity, aliment, viands, sustenance; (adj) like. ANTONYM: (1) apathy.
cupidity, avidness. palatable, esculent, good. viands: (1) provender, victuals,
dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) delicacy; ANTONYMS: (adj) uneatable, provisions, food, sustenance,
(adj) fastidious, savory, tasteful, unpalatable, disgusting, indigestible, ~commissariat, larder, cates, diet,

squeamish, particular, mincing, unappetizing, yucky. nourishment, edible.
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CHAPTER V

OLIVER MINGLES WITH NEW ASSOCIATES.
GOING TO A FUNERAL FOR THE FIRST
TIME, HE FORMS AN UNFAVOURABLE
NOTION OF HIS MASTER'S BUSINESS

Oliver, being left to himself in the undertaker's shop, set the lamp down on a
workman's bench, and gazed timidly about him with a feeling of awe and dread,
which many people a good deal older than he will be at no loss to understand.
An unfinished coffin on black tressels, which stood in the middle of the shop,
looked so gloomy and death-like that a cold tremble came over him, every time
his eyes wandered in the direction of the dismal object: from which he almost
expected to see some frightful form slowly rear its head, to drive him mad with
terror. Against the wall were ranged, in regular array, a long row of elm boards
cut in the same shape: looking in the dim light, like high-shouldered ghosts with
their hands in their breeches pockets. Coffin-plates, elm-chips, bright-headed
nails, and shreds of black cloth, lay scattered on the floor; and the wall behind
the counter was ornamented with a lively representation of two mutes in very
stiff neckcloths, on duty at a large private door, with a hearse drawn by four
black steeds, approaching in the distance. The shop was close and hot. The

Thesaurus
breeches: (1) knickers, inexpressibles,  urn, shell, sarcophagus, pall, cinerary anxiously, nervously, shily, gingerly,
knickerbockers, brogues, short, urn, auto, car, automobile. modestly, apprehensively.
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, ornamented: (adj) embellished, ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently,
trousers, pantaloons. beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, bravely, daringly, brashly, fearlessly,
frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) adorned, bedecked, decked, decisively, brazenly.
formidable, awful, fearsome, festooned, feathered, florid. unfinished: (adj) rough, rude,
appalling, gruesome, horrible, scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, unaccomplished, imperfect,
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. disordered, disconnected, confused,  incomplete, partial, immature,
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, unpolished, raw, undone; (v)
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, diffuse; (v) disperse. uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj)
fair. timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, finished, complete, complex,

hearse: (1) catafalque, coffin, entomb,  cautiously, shyly, diffidently, completed.
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atmosphere seemed tainted with the smell of coffins. The recess beneath the
counter in which his flock mattress was thrust, looked like a grave.

Nor were these the only dismal feelings which depressed Oliver. He was
alone in a strange place; and we all know how chilled and desolate the best of us
will sometimes feel in such a situation. The boy had no friends to care for, or to
care for him. The regret of no recent separation was fresh in his mind; the
absence of no loved and well-remembered face sank heavily into his heart.

But his heart was heavy, notwithstanding; and he wished, as he crept into his
narrow bed, that that were his coffin, and that he could be lain in a calm and
lasting sleep in the churchyard ground, with the tall grass waving gently above
his head, and the sound of the old deep bell to soothe him in his sleep.

Oliver was awakened in the morning, by a loud kicking at the outside of the
shop-door: which, before he could huddle on his clothes, was repeated, in an
angry and impetuous manner, about twenty-five times. When he began to undo
the chain, the legs desisted, and a voice began.

'Open the door, will yer?' cried the voice which belonged to the legs which
had kicked at the door.

'T will, directly, sir,' replied Oliver: undoing the chain, and turning the key.
' suppose yer the new boy, ain't yer?' said the voice through the key-hole.
Yes, sir,' replied Oliver.

'How old are yer?' inquired the voice.

'Ten, sir,' replied Oliver.

'Then I'll whop yer when I get in,' said the voice; 'you just see if I don't, that's
all, my work'us brat!' and having made this obliging promise, the voice began to
whistle.

Oliver had been too often subjected to the process to which the very
expressive monosyllable just recorded bears reference, to entertain the smallest
doubt that the owner of the voice, whoever he might be, would redeem his

Thesaurus

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, monosyllable: () word, polysyllable, tainted: (adj, v) rotten, rancid, bad,
awakens, awoke, interested. dissyllable. musty, reasty, vitiated; (adj) rank,

huddle: (1, v) group; (v) crouch, flock, obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, contaminated, faulty, putrid, dirty.
bunch, nestle, crowd, cower; (adj) courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, ANTONYMS: (adj) unadulterated,
disarray; (1) cluster, conference, gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant,  unchanged, untarnished, clean.
meeting. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS:  undoing: (1) ruin, destruction, loss,

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, (adj) uncooperative, unkind, contrary, curse, cancellation, reverse, bane,
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, reticent. doom, collapse, annulment, disaster.
foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, ANTONYMS: (1) building, creation.
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, whop: (1, v) whap, bang, bat; (1) hit;
considered, careful, slow, sensible, save, free, extricate, refund. (v) wham, whack, bash, bop, sock,

patient. ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. bonk, strike.
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pledge, most honourably. He drew back the bolts with a trembling hand, and
opened the door.

For a second or two, Oliver glanced up the street, and down the street, and
over the way: impressed with the belief that the unknown, who had addressed
him through the key-hole, had walked a few paces off, to warm himself; for
nobody did he see but a big charity-boy, sitting on a post in front of the house,
eating a slice of bread and butter: which he cut into wedges, the size of his
mouth, with a clasp-knife, and then consumed with great dexterity.

'l beg your pardon, sir,' said Oliver at length: seeing that no other visitor
made his appearance; 'did you knock?'

' kicked,' replied the charity-boy.
'Did you want a coffin, sir?' inquired Oliver, innocently.

At this, the charity-boy looked monstrous fierce; and said that Oliver would
want one before long, if he cut jokes with his superiors in that way.

Yer don't know who I am, I suppose, Work'us?' said the charity-boy, in
continuation: descending from the top of the post, meanwhile, with edifying
gravity.

'No, sir,' rejoined Oliver.

T'm Mister Noah Claypole,' said the charity-boy, 'and you're under me. Take
down the shutters, yer idle young ruffian!' With this, Mr. Claypole administered
a kick to Oliver, and entered the shop with a dignified air, which did him great
credit. It is difficult for a large-headed, small-eyed youth, of lumbering make
and heavy countenance, to look dignified under any circumstances; but it is more
especially so, when superadded to these personal attractions are a red nose and
yellow smalls.

Oliver, having taken down the shutters, and broken a pane of glass in his
effort to stagger away beneath the weight of the first one to a small court at the
side of the house in which they were kept during the day, was graciously
assisted by Noah: who having consoled him with the assurance that 'he'd catch
it,’ condescended to help him. Mr. Sowerberry came down soon after. Shortly

Thesaurus
assisted: (adj) aided. improving, profitable, illuminating,  ungainly, ponderous, maladroit,
dexterity: (1) agility, cleverness, helpful. ANTONYM: (adj) gruelling, hulking, accented, all
ability, aptitude, skill, deftness, unedifying. thumbs, unwieldy; (1) logging.

expertise; (adj, n) art, cunning; (1, v)  graciously: (adv) gracefully, mildly, ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit,
adroitness, address. ANTONYMS: (n) politely, courteously, benevolently, agile, graceful, elegant, dainty.

clumsiness, awkwardness, benignantly, civilly, sympathetically, smalls: (1) inexpressibles, breeches,
ineptitude, inability, uselessness, mercifully, leniently, suavely. overalls, little, small, tiny, small
inexperience, ineptness, inaccuracy. ANTONYMS: (adv) bitterly, coarsely, clothes, small coal.
drew: (1) move, John Drew. poorly, ungraciously, harshly. stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v)
edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, honourably: (adv) uprightly, worthily, astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake,
instructive, educational, honestly, creditably, commendably. flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch;

advantageous, rewarding, benignant, lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, (adj, v) flabbergast.
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afterwards, Mrs. Sowerberry appeared. Oliver having 'caught it," in fulfilment of
Noah's prediction, followed that young gentleman down the stairs to breakfast.

'Come near the fire, Noah,' said Charlotte. 'I saved a nice little bit of bacon for
you from master's breakfast. Oliver, shut that door at Mister Noah's back, and
take them bits that I've put out on the cover of the bread-pan. There's your tea;
take it away to that box, and drink it there, and make haste, for they'll want you
to mind the shop. D'ye hear?'

'D'ye hear, Work'us?' said Noah Claypole.

'Lor, Noah!' said Charlotte, 'what a rum creature you are! Why don't you let
the boy alone?'

'Let him alone!' said Noah. 'Why everybody lets him alone enough, for the
matter of that. Neither his father nor his mother will ever interfere with him. All
his relations let him have his own way pretty well. Eh, Charlotte? He! he! he!'

'Oh, you queer soul!' said Charlotte, bursting into a hearty laugh, in which
she was joined by Noah; after which they both looked scornfully at poor Oliver
Twist, as he sat shivering on the box in the coldest corner of the room, and ate
the stale pieces which had been specially reserved for him.

Noah was a charity-boy, but not a workhouse orphan. No chance-child was
he, for he could trace his genealogy all the way back to his parents, who lived
hard by; his mother being a washerwoman, and his father a drunken soldier,
discharged with a wooden leg, and a diurnal pension of twopence-halfpenny
and an unstateable fraction. The shop-boys in the neighbourhood had long been
in the habit of branding Noah in the public streets, with the ignominious
epithets of 'leathers,' 'charity,' and the like; and Noah had bourne them without
reply. But, now that fortune had cast in his way a nameless orphan, at whom
even the meanest could point the finger of scorn, he retorted on him with
interest. This affords charming food for contemplation. It shows us what a
beautiful thing human nature may be made to be; and how impartially the same
amiable qualities are developed in the finest lord and the dirtiest charity-boy.

Thesaurus
bourne: (1) bounds, boundary, limit, ~ family; (v) kindred. ANTONYM: (adv) unfairly.
goal. ignominious: (adj) dishonorable, master's: (1) postgraduate degree.
branding: (1) roundup, stigmatization, shameful, disreputable, infamous, meanest: (adj) last, least.
stigmatisation. base, discreditable, dishonourable, nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed,
creature: (11) being, brute, animal, tool, inglorious, black, despicable, unidentified, unsung,
individual, person, body, entity, degrading. ANTONYMS: (adj) undistinguished, unspecified,
human, puppet, somebody. honorable, glorious. inexpressible, strange, indescribable,
diurnal: (adj) journal, quotidian, diary, impartially: (adv) justly, obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM:
everyday, cyclical, cyclic, ephemeral.  dispassionately, neutrally, evenly, (adj) famous.
genealogy: (1) ancestry, descent, disinterestedly, objectively, washerwoman: (1) laundrywoman,
family tree, lineage, birth, extraction, unbiasedly, unprejudicedly, washwoman, washer, washerman,

parentage, derivation, stirps; (1, v) indifferently, evenhandedly, rightly.  dhobi, launder, laundryman.
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Oliver had been sojourning at the undertaker's some three weeks or a month.
Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry--the shop being shut up--were taking their supper in
the little back-parlour, when Mr. Sowerberry, after several deferential glances at
his wife, said,

'My dear--' He was going to say more; but, Mrs. Sowerberry looking up, with
a peculiarly unpropitious aspect, he stopped short.

'Well,' said Mrs. Sowerberry, sharply.
'Nothing, my dear, nothing,' said Mr. Sowerberry.
'Ugh, you brute!' said Mrs. Sowerberry.

'Not at all, my dear,' said Mr. Sowerberry humbly. 'I thought you didn't want
to hear, my dear. I was only going to say--'

'Oh, don't tell me what you were going to say,' interposed Mrs. Sowerberry. 'l
am nobody; don't consult me, pray. I don't want to intrude upon your secrets.'
As Mrs. Sowerberry said this, she gave an hysterical laugh, which threatened
violent consequences.

'‘But, my dear,' said Sowerberry, 'l want to ask your advice.'

'No, no, don't ask mine,' replied Mrs. Sowerberry, in an affecting manner: 'ask
somebody else's.' Here, there was another hysterical laugh, which frightened Mr.
Sowerberry very much. This is a very common and much-approved matrimonial
course of treatment, which is often very effective. It at once reduced Mr.
Sowerberry to begging, as a special favour, to be allowed to say what Mrs.
Sowerberry was most curious to hear. After a short duration, the permission was
most graciously conceded.

'It's only about young Twist, my dear,' said Mr. Sowerberry. 'A very good-
looking boy, that, my dear.'

'He need be, for he eats enough,' observed the lady.

'There's an expression of melancholy in his face, my dear,' resumed Mr.
Sowerberry, 'which is very interesting. He would make a delightful mute, my
love.'

Thesaurus

deferential: (adj, v) respectful; (adj)
dutiful, deferent, reverential,
regardful, reverent, obedient,
submissive, subservient, complaisant,
humble. ANTONYMS: (adj)
disobedient, inconsiderate,
irreverent, patronizing, rude,
noncompliant, assertive,
uncomplimentary.

eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, meal,
diet, nurture, eat, dinner, board, feed.

humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly,

modestly, submissively, low, shyly,
lowlily, naturally, regretfully,
remorsefully, repentantly.
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly,
haughtily, pompously,
ostentatiously, unrepentantly,
affluently, brashly, pretentiously.

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass,

encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude,
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in,
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard.

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n)

gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed,
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (1,
v) low spirits; (1) gloominess,
depression. ANTONYMS: (1)
happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness,
optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery,
satisfied.

unpropitious: (adj) inauspicious,
adverse, unlucky, unfavorable,
inopportune, evil, sinister, disastrous,
infelicitous; (adj, v) cross, hostile.
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Mrs. Sowerberry looked up with an expression of considerable wonderment.
Mr. Sowerberry remarked it and, without allowing time for any observation on
the good lady's part, proceeded.

'l don't mean a regular mute to attend grown-up people, my dear, but only
for children's practice. It would be very new to have a mute in proportion, my
dear. You may depend upon it, it would have a superb effect.'

Mrs. Sowerberry, who had a good deal of taste in the undertaking way, was
much struck by the novelty of this idea; but, as it would have been
compromising her dignity to have said so, under existing circumstances, she
merely inquired, with much sharpness, why such an obvious suggestion had not
presented itself to her husband's mind before? Mr. Sowerberry rightly construed
this, as an acquiescence in his proposition; it was speedily determined, therefore,
that Oliver should be at once initiated into the mysteries of the trade; and, with
this view, that he should accompany his master on the very next occasion of his
services being required.

The occasion was not long in coming. Half an hour after breakfast next
morning, Mr. Bumble entered the shop; and supporting his cane against the
counter, drew forth his large leathern pocket-book: from which he selected a
small scrap of paper, which he handed over to Sowerberry.

'Aha!' said the undertaker, glancing over it with a lively countenance; 'an
order for a coffin, eh?'

'For a coffin first, and a porochial funeral afterwards,' replied Mr. Bumble,
fastening the strap of the leathern pocket-book: which, like himself, was very
corpulent.

'Bayton,' said the undertaker, looking from the scrap of paper to Mr. Bumble.
' never heard the name before.'

Bumble shook his head, as he replied, 'Obstinate people, Mr. Sowerberry;
very obstinate. Proud, too, I'm afraid, sir.'

'Proud, eh?' exclaimed Mr. Sowerberry with a sneer. 'Come, that's too much.'

'Oh, it's sickening,' replied the beadle. 'Antimonial, Mr. Sowerberry!'

Thesaurus
antimonial: (adj) stibial, metal. attachment, lock, catch, link, ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible,
compromising: (adj) conciliatory, bonding; (1, v) bond; (v) tie, bind. amenable, irresolute, cooperative,
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, glancing: (adj) passing. easygoing, docile, biddable,
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, agreeable, accommodating,
(adv) halfway. dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, malleable, gentle.
corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) stout, dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) quiet, sneer: (1, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout,
obese, overweight, fleshy, plump, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) talkative, ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace,
lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, bulky. speaking, spoken; (v) amplify. gird; (1) smirk.
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, bony, obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, wonderment: (1) wonder, admiration,
underweight, slender, anorexic, thin, intractable, determined, inveterate, amazement, astonishment, surprise,
slim. disobedient, willful, stubborn, awe, bewilderment, marvel,

fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, contrary, wayward, dogged. curiosity, annus Mirabilis, esteem.



Charles Dickens 43

'So it is,' asquiesced the undertaker.

'We only heard of the family the night before last,' said the beadle; 'and we
shouldn't have known anything about them, then, only a woman who lodges in
the same house made an application to the porochial committee for them to send
the porochial surgeon to see a woman as was very bad. He had gone out to
dinner; but his 'prentice (which is a very clever lad) sent 'em some medicine in a
blacking-bottle, offhand.'

'Ah, there's promptness,' said the undertaker.

'Promptness, indeed!' replied the beadle. 'But what's the consequence; what's
the ungrateful behaviour of these rebels, sir? Why, the husband sends back word
that the medicine won't suit his wife's complaint, and so she shan't take it--says
she shan't take it, sir! Good, strong, wholesome medicine, as was given with
great success to two Irish labourers and a coal-heaver, only a week before--sent
'em for nothing, with a blackin'-bottle in,--and he sends back word that she shan't
take it, sir!'

As the atrocity presented itself to Mr. Bumble's mind in full force, he struck
the counter sharply with his cane, and became flushed with indignation.

"Well,' said the undertaker, 'I ne--ver--did--'

'Never did, sir!" ejaculated the beadle. 'No, nor nobody never did; but now
she's dead, we've got to bury her; and that's the direction; and the sooner it's
done, the better.'

Thus saying, Mr. Bumble put on his cocked hat wrong side first, in a fever of
parochial excitement; and flounced out of the shop.

'Why, he was so angry, Oliver, that he forgot even to ask after you!' said Mr.
Sowerberry, looking after the beadle as he strode down the street.

'Yes, sir,' replied Oliver, who had carefully kept himself out of sight, during

the interview; and who was shaking from head to foot at the mere recollection of
the sound of Mr. Bumble's voice.

Thesaurus

atrocity: (adj, n) outrage, flagrancy; (1) topical, confined. ANTONYMS: (adj) unthankful, unappreciative,
brutality, abomination, barbarity, cosmopolitan, broadminded. unnatural, ingrate, unpleasant,
barbarism, violence, atrociousness,  promptness: (1) promptitude, agility,  distasteful, displeasing, unkind,
inhumaneness, crime, horror. celerity, readiness, eagerness, disagreeable, not kind. ANTONYMS:
ANTONYMS: () kindness, expedition, dispatch, rapidity, (adj) grateful, thankful, appreciative.
humanity. alacrity, punctuality, speed. wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial,

cane: (11, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, ANTONYMS: (1) slowness, salubrious, healthful, salutary, sound,
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, bat, ~sluggishness, tardiness, delay. good, nutritious, nourishing, pure,
rattan, twig. sight: (1, v) vision, glimpse, show, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj)

parochial: (adj) insular, provincial, aspect, appearance; (v) aim, spot, see; unwholesome, unhealthy, impure,
local, limited, finite, conventional, (n) view, prospect, scene. indecent, sordid, warped, tainted,

petty, narrow-minded, parish, ungrateful: (adj) unmindful, decadent, deadly, unsavory.
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He needn't haven taken the trouble to shrink from Mr. Bumble's glance,
however; for that functionary, on whom the prediction of the gentleman in the
white waistcoat had made a very strong impression, thought that now the
undertaker had got Oliver upon trial the subject was better avoided, until such
time as he should be firmly bound for seven years, and all danger of his being
returned upon the hands of the parish should be thus effectually and legally
overcome.

'Well,' said Mr. Sowerberry, taking up his hat, 'the sooner this job is done, the
better. Noah, look after the shop. Oliver, put on your cap, and come with me.'
Oliver obeyed, and followed his master on his professional mission.

They walked on, for some time, through the most crowded and densely
inhabited part of the town; and then, striking down a narrow street more dirty
and miserable than any they had yet passed through, paused to look for the
house which was the object of their search. The houses on either side were high
and large, but very old, and tenanted by people of the poorest class: as their
neglected appearance would have sufficiently denoted, without the concurrent
testimony afforded by the squalid looks of the few men and women who, with
folded arms and bodies half doubled, occasionally skulked along. A great many
of the tenements had shop-fronts; but these were fast closed, and mouldering
away; only the upper rooms being inhabited. Some houses which had become
insecure from age and decay, were prevented from falling into the street, by
huge beams of wood reared against the walls, and firmly planted in the road; but
even these crazy dens seemed to have been selected as the nightly haunts of
some houseless wretches, for many of the rough boards which supplied the
place of door and window, were wrenched from their positions, to afford an
aperture wide enough for the passage of a human body. The kennel was
stagnant and filthy. The very rats, which here and there lay putrefying in its
rottenness, were hi