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(2} See * A Hlstory of Muslim Phllosophy, ”* by M M Shanf 1963
chapter, XIX, page, 372, Wieshaden.
See “Three Mushm Sages by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, chapter 1, p. 52,
1964, Harvard Umvers:ty Press.
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(2) See Brockelmann Geschichte Der Arabischen Litteratur, Suppl
I p. 850-851 Lelden, Brill 1937,
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(4) W. Ahiwardt, Die Arabishen Fandschriften der koniglichen:
Biblicthek zu Beriin, Vol. 9.

(5) Edward Sachau, Chronologie Onentahscher Volker, Von Alberuni,
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{3) See "Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts” by A. Mingana, p. 473,
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INTRODUCTION

THE author of this work Shamsu’ddin Muhammad bin
Mahmood Al-Shahrazuri, was a disciple and close
associate of an eminent Muslim sage—Shihiabu’ddin
Suherwardi, generally known as Shaikhu’l-Ishrag. Suher-
wardi was born in 549 H. (1150 A.D.) in the village of
Suherward, a village well known for having produced some
outstanding men in Islam. Suherwardi received his early
education with Majad al-Din al-Jili in Maraga and later
went to Isfahan, the leading centre in Persia. But surpris-
ingly enough very little is known of the early life and educa-
tion of Shahrazuri, his distinguished disciple, apart from
the fact that his father Mahmood hailed from Shahrazur, a
village sitnated between Iraq and Iran and was probably
of Kurdish origin. However his association with his master
is well accepted though there is divergence of opinion in
regard to his survival after his master’s untimely end.

This work was completed between 585 and 611 Hijra
probably during the last phase of his life. 1t isa com-
prehensive history of the philosophers both of the Muslim
era and of the Greek period. The author has divided the
book in two volumes, the first volume dealing with the lives
of Greek philosophers, their contribution to philosophic
literature and a critical analysis of the principle and
fundamentals of philosophy as enunciated by them. The
2nd volume contains biographical sketches of the Muslim
philosophers, their teachings and poetic renderings with a
critical evaluation as to how far they are consistent with
Isiamic dogmas.

Shahrazuri was an erudite-scholar, master of Arabic
and Persian and a critical student of philosophy both Greek
and Islamic. His commentary on the Phalsapha Iskrag
(Wluministic Philosophy) ranks high along with his other
books which have not been published so far.

This publication is based on the MS. in the State
Central Library, Hyderabad, and has been collated, correct-
ed and edited with the help of the MSS. available with
Salar Jung Museum Library and John Raylands Library,
Manchester, U.K.

4th March, 1977 JusTicE SHARFUDDIN AHMED
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