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Although Damad has shown a pecial preocenpation with this realm of pure time and
haa brought some palpably cogent considerations to prove the eategorical, ie., extra.
essential and non-temporal origination of the world in dahr, he seems to have spent
little time on going deeper into the nature of dahr itself and working out its implications,
for example, for the problems of causation, movement, will, immortalit ¥, ete. It appears
that, although his philosophical impulse and acutensss ape certainly genuine and are
clearly brought out in his refinement of many philosophical concepts, his overriding
tonscious aim is theological; and, snce he has proved the dodvi origination of the world
and set it categorically at a different level of being from God, he does not pursue the
question of the nature of dakr as such much further, In his various proofs for the estab-
lishment of dakr, he seeks to prove, for example, that Intelligences and heavenly apheres
must really exist in dahkr, that the real existence of temporal things is also in dahr, that
the true being of general ideas (al.fabd’s* al-mursala) i also in dakr, and, finally, that time
itself exists in dakr.

However, all these constitute many arguments lo prove the existence of dahr, rather
than a systematic enquiry into the nature of duhr and its contents. For this TEABON, even
though several of hia proofs seem to me completely valid, I think that because of his lyok
of attempt to systematically disouss the nature and implications of dakr, this rare and,
indeed, original philosophical insight hag appeared to many as something unintelligible
and pechaps even artificial, My purpose in this peper has been to show that DiAmid's
theory of dakr is in itself highly intelligible and philosophically meaningful and original,
quite apart from the fact that it was not systematically worked out in terms of ite
implications for the great problems of philosopliy. There Damad differs from Mulla
Sadrd, who worked out in full the implicationa of his theory of the primordislity and
systematio ambiguity of existence. Thie does not, however, mean that Dimad's own
philosophy is exhausted by his elliptically formulated doctrine of dahr ; for, after examin.
ing his al-Qubasdt, 1 am convinced that thera are many additional profound idess in his
philosophicel system, all of which merit further investigation.
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natural priority the characteristic that it also has reference to existence—indeed, it has
reference to necessary existence since the complete efficient cause necessarily produces
its effect—although, of course, the priority that we are discussing here is only a logical
priority,®

T have been able to speak of these three priotities at the conceptual level because in
the contingent realm there is & duality between concept and reality, between logical
being and existential being. When we come to God, however, we find that His actual
existence is His essence and that in this case there is no duality of nature whatsoever but
pure existential unity.?® Thie being the case, the proposition that the world is con-
ceptually or essentially posterior to God necessarily entails or is, indeed, identical with
the further proposition that the world is existentially posterior to God. It is thie existen.
tial, not just conoceptual or logical posteriority (ta’akhlhur-dhdti) of the world vis & vis
Qod that means that in s actual existence, not just in ite concept, the world suffers from
a rupture with God's being and that the being of the world must necessarily be preceded
by & real, though non-temporal non-exietence. It, then, must exist with its contents in
dahr and not in pure eternity:

The priority of the baing of the cause, particularly of the afficient cause, over the being of ita
effect, in & logical zenas, i.e., &t the conesptual level, is samong those truths that come naturslly
to rationally healthy minds and all the philosophers and thinkers are agresd upom it. The
affeot doas not exiet at the lavel of the heing of the efficient caues, since existance reaches the
affect from the cause, but both exist simultaneously st the level of the effect—in existential
reality, not just at the level of eoncept,

The macrocosm, then, with all the parts'of ita totel aystem, 18 abeolutely posterior to the
level of God's being, the Creator, the Maker, cxalted be His name. And when it has beptrns
clsar that the existence oategorically rooted in eternal réality is identically the cesenoe of the
Creator, then, in His case, the conceptusl.level and the level of existential reality coalesce
fully, and, in all respects, His reai, otarnal existence is identically the same as His conceptual
being. For the Divine Realm, being categorically rooted, in’existential reality ia the exact
analogue of the (conceptual) essence of riwnsor of Intelligénce in the contingent world, for
example.

Hence the posteriority of the world vis & via the eonceptual lovel of God's being, which is
the posteriority of an effect (vis & vis its cause) is exmctly the kind of postericrity that
involves a rupture or & histus (infikZk) in relation to His truly existential being, while God's
precedence ag canss over the world at the conceplual level is identically the precedence of His
unique existence in external reality. [What hae just been said about causal priority and
posteriority] alsc applies to priovity and postariority by essenco—indeed to the entirety of
essential priorities and poateriorities {including priority and posteriority by nature).

The conceptual posteriority [of the worldl—whether or pot it is ceused by essance or by
natural order—in sl ite forma is reducible to existential hiatus in dake, while God's conceptual
priocity in all its forms—oansal, by essence or by natural order—is reducible to His unique
oxisténce in eternity {sarmad). No analogy can be correctly drawn between the Divine
relationship with the world and the relationship of the sun to its rays ... as 80 many wag
their tongues and gibber; for you already know that, in the case of the sun, its conceptual
being is not identical with ite real, existentinl being, as in the cese with the Divine Realm.
So ia the cese with the analogy of the movement of the hend wearing a ring.

3 Bag 1. 33 above, snd ibid., p. 88, lines 16 &, 97 Ihid., p. 75, line 4-p. 76, lins 6.
3 Thid., p. 49, line 5-p. 8L line ©.
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is not. applied to both with fundamental equivoeality.? This distinetion alao lies at the
root of his theory of essence and existence. But since Ibn Sind, generally speaking, like
all the preceding philosophers, could divide reality only into two categories, the eternal
and the temporal and he could not put the Intelligences into the temporsl realm, he put
them in the realm of eternity or sarmad, the level where God ie. His talk of dakr and his
statement that heavenly epheres are in dahr since'they are preceded by an actual but
non-temporal non-existence, appears both as isolated and oscillating, since no sub-
stantive consequences are drawn from this for a third level of existence in pure time or
perpetuity. Add to this what we have said above, viz., that he also deseribed contingency
in purely nominal or logical terma (“ind al-dhikn), without any existential counterpart,
and the Intelligences at least threaten to become identical with God, the source of both
their essence and existence! It is this which Damad’s dahr purports to remedy by
proving a real, existential hiatus between God and the world ineluding the transcendental
Intelligences. We shall now turn to Diaméd's argument constructed on the basis of his
threefold anelysis of conceptual or logical priority and the existential contingency of the
world resulting from it.

I have thus far implied that the term ‘‘conceptual priority {(al-tagaddum ! mariaba
al “agliya)” was the equivalent of the expression “priority hy essence.’’ Btrictly speaking,
this is not correct since conceptual pricrity is only one of the three forms of essential
priority (rageddum bl tﬂlﬂl}:, viz., priority by nature, by exiatence, and by concept,
which are all distinguishable within essential priority. 1t is true thet al-Buhraward,® in
view of the fact that existence iz a mental abdtraction to which nothing corresponds in
reality, wanted to reatrict conceptual or lagieal priocity to priority by essanee; but even
though existence is a mental abstraction, it'ls a fact of pur experience and as such cannot
be ignored. Priority by nature (bi’l-fab*) and by existence or, rather, causation (bl
‘ifliye), theredore, must be acknowledged.®4. Priofity-by essonce means that a certain
ezaence i@ constituted logically before another; for example, the essence of animal is
constituted before that of man of the essence of A-line s constituted before that of a
triangle. The same examples also illustrate®* pridgrity by nature or natural position, with
a difference. The difference is that an essence, as such, exists only in the conceptual
realm and has no reference to real, existential reality unless it iz cansed to exist. When it
does exist in the external world, it ia accompanied and surrounded by certain extrinsic
attachments, but its pure being can be studied and disentangled from them and referred
to its purely logieal baing.3* Priority by nature, on the other hand, elthough it is still in
the conveptual realm, carries within it reference to existence; for example, the existence
of & triangle presupposes the existence of a line—even though, of coutse, lines may exist
in actual reality simultaneously with, and not before, a triangle.

Finelly, priority of a cause {s universally assumed over ite effect. The fact ia that
whereas an effect does not exiet at the level of its cause, a canse does exist at the level of
ite effect. This phenomenon of simultaneity-cum-priority may also be found in the case
of priority by essence and priority by nature; for example a line and a triangle may
exist simultaneously, but a line can also exist separately from s triapngle, whereas in the
case of cause-effect, this separation is impossible. Causal priority also shares with

2 Baa referenos in m. 14 above, 3 Ihid ., p. 83, Lié 10-p. 84, line 21.

N A L-Qabasdt, p. 67, lines 1 £, 94 Thid., p. 47, line 15-p. 40, lin= 3.
33 Yhid.



148 JovrwaL oF NEAR EASTERN STUDIES

sphere is also the second Intelligence, since both are caused by the first Intelligence
which causes them in accordance with its different aspects {1s'tibarat), viz., its contingency
by itself and necessity by the other, viz., God. Further, these different aspects of the
firet Intelligence itself must be oansed by different aspects of God Himself, since one
gimple cause can produce only one effect, according to the philosophers’ principle. In
fact, every cauas, in so far as it produces an effect, is, a8 such, simple; and & cause can be
said to produce different effects only thanks to ita different aspects, each of which is a
simple cause. God, therefore, although He is one single being in Himeelf, must be
regarded as having different aspects in grder to cause the different aspects of the first
Intelligence. When the first Intelligence causes the higheet sphere on the one hand and
the second Intelligenes on the other, thisis also because although it is one gingle baing, it
has different aspects, snd each of the aspects ls & caunse. Thiz means that the direot
multiple effects of a single being are mutually interdependent (mutaldzim) thanks to the
different aspects of that single being. If, however, the highest sphere and the second
Intelligence mutually entail each other and the higheat sphere is admitted to be preceded
by actual but non-temporal non-existence, then surely, the second Intelligence must
also be admitted to be preceded by actual non-existence—otherwise, they cannot entail
each other. Further, if the second Intelligence ia preceded by actusl non-existense and
not just by conceptual non-existence, then so must be the oase with the first Intelligence
itself. There is no intrinsio difference not only among Intelligences but between eternal
Intelligences on the one hand, and eternal spheres on the other: all eternals must be
originated at the level of dakr together. J¥would be illogical to say that certain eternala
sctually criginate before others in dakr.e¥eén though, of courae, at the level of conceptual
ar easential origination, some hayé priority over the others. Iu their actual origination,
sternals encounter no impedence which is the fate of only those beings which suffer from
not only essential contingency (al:inkdn al-ghdti), but also the contingency of potentiality
(al-imkdn al-istidadi), since potentialitywugeds actualization and hence requires time.*

This proves, for Dimad, that the basis (malak) of éxistence in dabr, i.e., to be originated
after & temporally non-quantified nén-existenee, is essential or conceptual origination
itself; and since everything other than God s characterized by thia kind of crigination,
thanks to its dual nature which is to be & composite of essence and existence, everything
other than God must exist in dakr and nothing cen exist in sarmad, where God alone
exists. This is certainly a radical medification of Ibn Sini's doctrine, but it is & modifi-
¢ation made more possible by Ibn 8ind’s own dootrine of emanation where God is
abaolutely simple, where from one simple being only one simple baing can flow, where the
first emanent, the first Intelligence, is not quite simple and where, finally, both the
Intelligences and the spheres are eternal and the latter are precaded by an actual non-
existence, not just a conceptual one which characterizes only the Intslligences.

There ia no doubt, therefors, that, although Damid has drastically changed this
particular theory of Tbn Sind’s, the overall effect of Damid’s concept of dahri origination
is, to my mind, guite in line with Ibn S8infi's general intent. The whole idea behind the
latter's coneept of contingenay is to radically demaroate God, the self-necessary Existent,
from all the rest of existents, including the Intelligences. He has insisted that original
being and borrowed being can never be the same in nature, even though the term “‘being™

2 Tbid., p. 220, line 11- p. 222, line 8,
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origination which is a pure event oceurring in pure time and is preceded by & pure, i.e.,
non-temporal, non-existence. There are two more proofs among several advanced by
Déméd worthy of mention, becanse, in my view, they are particularly effective support
of hia thesis—one constructed on the basis of Ibn 8ind's own statements and the other
through an analysia of conceptuel priority (fagaddum bi’l dht) and its application to the
being of God.

Although, as stated above, the over-all impression left by Thn Sina ia that beings are
either eternal or temporal (emong the eternals, God is sel-necessary while othere are
eontingent in themaelves but necessary through God), he nevertheless states that some
eternals are not preceded by actual non-being at all while others are so preceded even
though they are non-temporal. The firat catergoy consists of the transcendental Intelli-
genoes, while the second apparently includes the heavenly spheres along with their souls.
Here are Ibn Sind's words:

The originsted beings which are non-temporal are sither those whose existence comes after
an absohute non-extatones or thoss whose existence comes after a non-absolute non-oxigtence
—indeed, in the latter it comea after & particular non-existence in relation to an existent
matter (i.e., wherein it is firet non-existent and then begomes existent, but without mvolving
$ime), . . . Now, if its existence supervenes upon absolute non-existence, ita emanation from
its canse is called “simple originetion {ibdd),” thia being the most cocellent manner of
bestowing existence sinoe, in this case, non-existence has besn simply preventad (and not
just removed) and existence has been imposed. If non-existence could have actually found
ite way there, preceding existence, then the origination of such a thing would heve been
impossible sxoept through matter.3

Dimad explains that “abeclute non-existefice’’ here means that which can eo-exist with
exigtence—the one being from the side of 4 thing's cssence and the other being from God
—while "partivular or restricted non-existence™.meane~when it cannot co-exist with
existence but must be replaced by it 28

Let us remember thet both these types-of originationsbelong to the eategory of
“eonceptual pricity (tageddum bl marteba-al-‘agliya)’™ and “‘essentinl origination
(taqaddum b°l dhdt)” both are eternsl, and yet the one in not preceded by any actusl
non-existence while the other is. It is this second which has an existentisl rupture with
God's being, which leada Damad to his postulate of dakr and which Ihn Sing also, to all
appearances, puts at the level of dakr—since it cannot belong to the realm of time, being
supra-temporal, on the one hand, and yet cannot belong to the realm of simple eternity
because ita existence is preceded by actual non-existence. The doctrnie of dahr ia thus
sveilable to Dim&d ready.made, indeed—but for one important difficulty: apparently
Ihn Sink puts in dahr only the heavenly spheres and time iteclf as a whole, while he puts
the transcendental Intelligences in the resln of simple or pure eternity, DEm&d must
interpret and reconstruct Ibn Sin’s doetrine in such & way that all “essential contin-
geney (al-imidn ol-dhdli)" entails & real dislocstion of being with God and is preceded by
actusl non-existence, whether heavenly spheres or Intelligencea.

We atart with the premise that the highest sphere with its soul is criginated in dahr
ond is preceded by non-existence, as Ibn Bind himself admits. But coeval with the highest

o7 Lhicl., quotation p. 3, lina 13-p. 4, line 2. B8 Thid., p. 4; lines 3=4; for & oritisiem of Ibn 8ind
and Al-Fardhbl, see thid., p. 77, lines 13 1.
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down into dahr, it translates itself into Auddith,; but the fact is that when an essence is
translated into external existence, it can no longer remain in the state of pure contingenoy
or imkdn but must develop a rupture (infikdk) with God's being—such that its existence
must be preceded by not just mental and nominal, but real and categorical non-
existence (al-’adam al-purdh al-batt}, The status of being of this kind of huddth, or
origination, iz dahr where all real entitiea except God have their existence.

Ibn Siné, as I stated at the beginning of this paper, had spoken of dahr besides
eternity or sarmad and 2amdn or time, but as I have indicated, his statements oscillated
greatly between making dakr & part of sarmad, on the one hand, and making it some-
thing between sermad and zaman on the other, There is no doubt that on the whole,
Ibn Sind makes only two categories of all being, viz., eternals and temporals and puta
in the first category, in addition to God, not only the Universal Intelligences, but at
least sometimes the highest sphere also, because the sphere is, in one aspect, eternal
and in another aspect {i.e.. in a0 far as it moves) non-eternal; he states categorically
that the relationship of the eternal to the eternal is sarmad while the relationship of the
eternal to time is dakr, and dabr itself is & type or or & part of sarmed,?® Although he
emphasizes the gulf between the self-necessary God and the contingent world, partie-
ularly the Intelligences, nevertheless, he aleo deseribes the dependence relationship of the
latter to the former as heing “mental” and “logical” only. This, coupled with the fact
that he could talk only in terms of either eternals or temporals, leaves the firm im-
presaion that for Ibn Sind the difference between God and the Intelligences, in particular,
was only logical or nominal.

It is against this background that the medning of DAmad’s doctrine of dahkr is thrown
into full relief. Tt was undonbtedly alsofacilitated by the fact that in the post-Thn Sing
philosophical development of essentiglism, Tbn Sink's term 3°f dha# (which means “by
iteelf™ or “in jtseif”') came to be takeén fo mean ““by its essence; and when one asserted
the priority of essence over existence, one came-to regard essencea after Ibn “Arabi as
God's concomitances constituted by a relationship of dependence upon Him and having
no separate being from Him, This being the caselit. wasnot difficult for Mir DA&méd to
ahow that while essences which-huve no positive-existenice are only “‘essentially contin-
gent (hdditk or mumbin 51 dRdl),” when these are translated into positive and real
existents, these existents develop real hudidih or categoriesl origination in dakr where
they are preceded by categorieal non-existence; otherwise there will be no difference
between their positive existence and the non-existent status of essences. Later, when
Mulld Sadri rejects the priority of esecnces vver existenta and asserts the opposite, he
lifta the Intelligences from the realm of hudith or origination and makes them part of
Godhead, as His Attributes, & fact which is by no means accidental but is dictated by
Saclri’s position, just as Damad's positing them in dahr, the realm of pure origination, is
also not an accident but is dictated by Ibn 8ind's doctrine and its subsequent develop-
ment by the essentinlist philosophers,

We have now proven daks both by descending from God’s sternity and the world of
essences, on the one hand, and ascending from the realm of time on the other. The
central point of these considerations is that it is neither the purely conceptual origination
of the essence, nor the guantified Aow of time that givea us the true nature of real

™ Thid.; p. B: lines 7=8; p. B, lioe 17.
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suppose God's being while God’s being does not presupposc theirs: they depend upon
(zod, not God upon them. This is exnetly what Dimid means by lagaddum dhati
{easential or logical priority) and hudith dhdli {essential or logical origination). Since,
however, these essenoces oo-exist with Giod as necessary concomitants of His being, they
eannot be called “really originated” but only technically originated, since there 15 no
real, existential rupture between them and between God's being—indeed, they do not
“exist™ separate from God. Therefore, when one says, for example, that “men is origin-
ated,” one can mean two things: either that the essence of man is originated, wh ich
gimply means that this essence, like others, depends upon God. Since essences are known
through reason, they are said to be only “at the level of reason (b'l-mariaba al-"agliya)™
as opposed to the level of real, positive bring. Essences, therefore, are doubly non-
existent in a positive sense, since, first, they are only "“with God™ as necessary and pos-
terior consequences of His being and having no existence of their vwn; secondly, their
being is known only through reason, i.e., they exist for reason only and have no real and
positive being.

Secondly, by my propostion “man is originated,” I mean the real, positive existence
of man which is separate from God’s own existence and is caused by it in a real sense and
do not mean the essence of man which is only & concomitant of God's existence and not
separate from Him, This second sense of origination is the real meaning of origination;
for where essences zre merely contingent [mumbkin), positive “existents” arc truly
originated (kddith). They imply a genuine rupture from and discontinuity with (infikak)
the peculiar being of God, since they are not just necessary concomitants of God's being,
having no positive and separate existence of their own like heat in relation to fire, but
possesaing positive being of their own like Intelligences, heavenly spheres, men, ete.
These positive existents are truly caused by God and are His effects, not just His
conocomitants such me pure cssences, Since these positive existents exist in themselves,
are teuly caused by God, and are really originated, they cannot exist at the level of God's
sternity {snrmad); but the discontinuity of their being with God’s requires that they
exist at & lower level of being which Damad oalle dahkr 8

The realm of dahr, then, is real but pure ‘origination: real beosuse it is not just
nominal origination like the origination of essences from God and pure becsuse thia
gocurs in pure time or perpetuity without the extension or guantification of time. The
reason for the existence of dahr is that positive existence (“in the heart of reality [fi
kabid al-aydn)” and “the verity of external existence [f3 bagq al-udqi’]”) as opposed to &
mere relationship of dependence npon or concomitance to God, requires a real movement
in the nature of existence, & fundamental ontologieal event which brings the being of the
world from the unadulterated innocence of the essences into temporally eternal
existence. This “Lwist” in the natnre of existence invelves a rupture with God’s eternal
being and is characterized by huddth or real origination, where existence is really
preceded by non-existence. This can oeccur only in dakr and not in sarmad. It is, however,
true that on occasion Damid expresses this argument the other way around and says
that it is of the nature of essentisl contingency (al-imkin ol-Fhili) that it expresses izelf
as dakri origination, when it comes down to the level of dahkr {ses par. 2 of the guotation
given above, p. 144). This, prima facie, means that when essential contingency comes

a8 Hoo aleo ibid., p. 87, line 12-p. 28, line 9.
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Daméd's theory of hudith dahri was untenable, his pupil, Mulld Sadrd did not sdopt it2?
and formulated o correct theory of the real origination of the world. (In my work The
Philosophy of Mulla Sadrd, 1 have demonstrated the great sophistication and originality
of Mulld Sadré’s philosophical system and have also pointed out and discussed the
inadequacy of his docttine of the origination of the world, )2

DimAd, in fact, holda that it is not in the temporal nature of events but rather in their
natute as contingente that the true source of real huddth is to be sought, thus departing
from the traditional view of contingeney:

It is & clearly ascertained fact that the contingency of potentiality (which exists in matarial
things only as distinguished from pure contingeney which characterizes non.material beinga),
a# such, 18 & neceasary accompaniment of movementa, while the simple requiremant of time
is that for which & potentislity existe is not actualized while that potentiality lasts,
The precedence of potentiality over that of which it ie the potantiality, accordingly, is & tem-
porally quantified precedence. Therefore, this alone does not render it impossible that the
potentiality, the matter that bears this potentislity, and that for which this potemtinlity
exiets, all may exist together in dahr (without any priority or posteriority, since there is
no quantified time in dehir) in 8 dohri co-existence and that the antecedence of matter and
ite potentiality over that of which it ie potentiality be a purely natural anteeadence (bi*l gabs,
like the antetedence of tha number two over three, for example)?® and not & real dahri
antecedence (like that of cause over ite effact, far example).

Honoe, the contingency of potentiality, as such, in relation to that for whose actual
existence it is a potentislity, is neither antagonistic to its dakri origination {since they can
co-exist there), nor required by it. Theréfors, 'we say that but for the fact that the nature of
easential contingency iteelf (al imkdi al.dhatt, amdistinguished from contingency of potenti-
ality, of ¥midn ol-isridadi) forbids the eternity of the existence (of a contingent) in dahe,
[the being of] that for which the putentiality exists would be characterized only by a mental
or logical origination, in view of ita.plite-contififoney, while (at the level of time) it would be
characterized by temporal origination in View of its contingency of potentiality.

In thet fage, something which comes into bang through the contingency of potentiality
{i.e., bas material existence-in-time) would coribine in iteelf temporal origination with a
dafirt eternity. Nobody, however, will plunge inte permitting this kind of view, exospt one
who tekes leave of his rational constitution and gives up his natural balance,*

This kind of erucial passage makes it abundantly clear that each of the three levels of
existence imposes its own characteristic logic on the contents that exist there, although
there is & causational connection among these levels. First of all, there is the level of
sarmad, or eternity, where only God exists; and there alao “are” at this level ezsences of
all things. IMimad, who ie in the tradition of essentialism (as opposed to his pupil Mullg
Radrd who is an existentialist with a vengeance) believes that prior to their positive,
real exiatence, easences exist with God and are caused by Him. These do not possess real
existence but simply “are there” with God just as our thoughts are with us, having no
real separate existence of their own. But these essences represent u kind of logical
posteriority to God's being, if not & resl, separate posteriority, because they pre-

1 Ibid., p. 16, lines 13-15. ™ For “unatural priority or priority in nkdural
“2 Hoe my Fhdiormphy of Mulls Sodrd, p. 12, lines  order (tagaddum bitl fab*)" see on. 32 and 33 below.
4. g 77, Inst par.; p. 86, lines § &, 3 Al Qobosdi, p. 228, lHnes 3-14,
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order to be contradictories, both the existence and non-existence have to be simul-
taneous—just as A's existence in his home is not contradictory to his non-existence in
the market, since in order for A's existence and non-existence to be contradictory, these
states must ocour in the same place.’® There is no doubt, however, that both the existence
and non-existence of & thing are contradictory; if their “contradicteriness” cennot be
established at the level of temporal existence, then it must be establshed at the level of
pure time, which, as I have shown, contains the order of real being (as opposed to the
purely logical one} without temporal extension. This is dahr. In dabr, it 18 correct to say
that the non-existence of a thing is antecedent, or prior to, or precedes its existence, but
this antecedence, or priority, or precodence is not temporal but exists in pure time. If
one speaks in terms of time, then they are “together” in dakr. Nor is precedence or
priority purely logical so that the origination in dahr might be construed as “essential
origination” (hud@ith dAdti} which has been spoken of earlier and against whose impli-
cations of a purely logical priority of non-being over being DAmad formulated his
doctrine of real origination in dahr, & theory implying a rupture or diglocation of being
between God and the world. Indeed, the theory of hudiath dhdti or the logical priority of
the non-being of a thing over ita being—which has been held to be purely “mental”—
involves no contradiction (just as the temporal antecedence of non-being to being has
also been shown to involve no contradiction), sinee the non.being in this case is in respect
of the thing taken in itsclf, as divorced from ite cause, while the positive being is in
reapoct of the ecause of the thing, Since these two respects of being and non-heing are
different, there is ne contradietion, for, as stated above, in order to be contradictory, all
aspects of a thing have to be the same. This also shows that the name “Togical” often
used in this eontext is a misnomer, since logical contradiction s absolute and does not
have reference to different aspects.

Jalal al-Din Ashtivént rejects Damad's theory of hudiith dukri ae spurious and asserta
that whatever Damad wanted to achieve thrgugh -hig concept of huddth dohri can be
explained through hudith 4hdti.1® Yet, Ashtiyani firmly holds to the traditional deserip-
tion of hudath dhdti as being purely logical (bl marteba-al-"agliya) or mental (Sind al-
dhihn). DamBAd, while prima facie accepting this definition of hudith dhati found it
justifisbly insufficient to prove this hudith and, in his search for real pudith, came fo
formulate his dostrine of hudath dahri, since temporal origination has been shown to be
& meaningless concept, time iteslf being ircelevant to origination. Whether one accepts
Damid's theory of dakr or not, one must accept that the traditional view of huddith dhdii,
which is nothing but imkdn or pure contingency, cannot prove real huddth, which means a
renl, though non-temporal, precedence of non-being of a thing over its being and not
just a mental or logical precedence. Alternatively, one may, of course, deny all real
hudiith and any existential hiatus between God and the world and regard the world and
all its contents {including temporal contenta) as essentially of the same stetus as God or
Hig attributes, which Ashtivani iz obviously not willing to do, recognizing origination
to be restricted to two kinds—mental or temporal.2® Ashtiyani also says that because

18 Ihid., p. 226, linea B-15;alsap. 17, lino 11~p. 18,  world from God but takes Didmdd's hudith dakri to
lime 2. iraply temporal origination (pas oz Auddthd-i camdni

19 Eohtiynf, Muntakkabdl, p. 8, n. 2:p. 00 1; dat biyad kashidi); p. 18, line 14, whore huddth bl
p. 11, ling 17— p. 12, line 13; p. 13, line 8- p. 15,lina 15,  isconatrued only ne that of the “conceptual leval (3P

partioularly last per. in this refarence, where Ashli-  mariaba al-fagliya).”
yanl admits *s cortain originstion™ {line 8} of the 21 Hya the last two reforenses in n. 19 sbove.
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Intelligences and heavenly spheres, ete. from God, although perhaps not involving a
temporal gap, doea not involve, nevertheless, a real origination, an ontological hiztus or
rupture of being as opposed to s mere “‘mental” one as the essentialist commentators of
Ibn 8Ind had come to believe.

In doing so, Mir Diméd radically distinguishes dahr from sarmad or pure eternity, i.e.,
the level at which God exists. The level of sarmad, beeause it is totally different from dahr,
let alone time, is beyond an ¥ relationship with it, so that it is not even proper to deacribe
God as “being beyond (mutagnddiz “an)’” dahr or time, since the term “beyond” does
imply some relationship to that from which He is beyond. As 1 shall illustrate, God s,
in fact, so utterly unique that it is inconceivable that the world—including both the
Lntelligences and things material—ean exist at His level of existence, Wo must therefore
posit the entirety of the world at a different level of being, which iz the level of dakr. As
for the world of time, it is only made possible by the phenomenon of movement which
gives rise to time; but the fact of movement i#, a5 we shall presently see, extrancous not
only to our argument but also to the nature of being itself, since all temporal beings
really exiat in dahr,

To establish dahr, then, our philosopher follows two routes: one descending from the
pure eternity of God (sarmed) and the other ascending from the world of tempornl
extension. I shall take up the latter first if only because it is the more straightforward of
the two. I have just stated that for origination (Rudfith), the extension of time is not
necessary. DEmAA quutes from Abu’l Barakit al-Baghdadi the philoacphets’ argument?®
against the theologians which asks how much time was needed before the creation of the
world—if, indecd, the world was greated in time. Under cxemination, the interlocutor
is foreed to admit finally that o guantity of time is necessary for creation and that
btudiith or origination is essentially a non-temperal event. It follows from this that time
ur temporal extension is irrelevant to origination as such, But if you remove the sxtension
of time from the world. what remeingia daksr, where the order of events remains without
past, present. and future, We should note that with this argument, Dimid has made a
real depurtore frow Thn Sing-for svhioni notmally hud@ith means origination in fime.
Furthermors, he feels it is not budfgh but simply imkin or contingeney which does not
retpuire thme and thus essentially equates the two,

Dahr, then, means the world of “pure time” where origination or “eventuslity”
remains without the extension of time. Damad further refers to an argument used by
1bm Hind and others according to which the hudith of a thing requires that it be tempor-
ally preceded by non-existence, and hence this non-existence becomes, in an indirect way,
a cause of a thing's coming into being.!” Further, udith and temporal non-being are
regarded as “contradictories,” sinee oxistence and non-exitsence seem contradictory;
hence it is beld that the non-existence of a thing has to be “removed” if its existence is
to be realized. DAmad rejects part of this argument and aceepts part of it in such a way
that this finally becomes a proof fur his doctrine of dahr. He accepts that existence and
non-existence are contradietories and that, therefore, non-existence has to be “removed"
when existence is reslized. He rejects, however, the application of this argument to
temporal origination: in time, the non-existence of a thing is temporally antecedent
to its existence; henee its non-existence and existence cannot be contradictaries sinee in

1% Ihid ., p. &, lines 2 ff. 17 Thic., p. 224, lines 16 £,
P p
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Intelligences on the other; and although he does not eceept that the term “existence”
has a different meaning in the two cases, he recurrently emphasizes that the existence of
Intelligences was certainly of a different order and altogether of a different quality from
that of God, since in the case of God, His existence is originel, unique, and nncaused,
while in contingents it is borrowed from and caused by God. and hence the two can never
be the same.!* [n themselves, oven Intellipences deserved non-existence and acquired
existence only throngh God’s bestowal; He is the"Grantor of existence {wdhib al-wupad).”
But, in view of the diffirultics involved in the coneept of temporal creation, 1bn STnd
declares the Intellipences, the heavenly spheres, and the world as a whole to be only
“easentially (bi*l-dhdl),” “posterior” to God, not temporally: thus, both Ged and the
world are co-eternal, although the world is contingent and God Self-Necessary.

Further, in soiae of his statements. Ibn Sind even reduces this “essential” priority of
nen-being of contingents to their being {i.e., the “cssential” priority of God's existence
over that of contingents) to the status of being *mental {*ind al-dhihn)" rather than real:
“that which is called ‘ibdd° (eternal emanation)’ by the philosophers is to turn some-
thing into a being after it was nothing, since tha effect in itself (i.c., non-being) is prior
‘mentally (“ind al-dhihn, logically)’ in essence rather than in time to that which comes
to it from something else (ie., its cauze).”'® The concept of & “logical” priority as
opposed to & real one turns it into & more or less nominal’’ priority, and we move away,
under the impact of Aristotelian-neo-platonic philosuphical considerations, from Ibn
Sind's real distinction between the Necessary and the Contigent (which, by the way, he
had originally formulsted through a religious motivation). As we have seen abave, Ibn
Sind puts all “eternals,” whether God or non-God, in the realm of eternity (sarmad); the
differenee between the two threatens to evaporate.

An important development took place/after Ibn Sind under the influence of “essen-
tialism,” i.¢., the dootrine of the priority of cssence over existence, which began with
al-Buhrawardi (d. 1191), and this strongly influenced Mic Dimad’s thought. In Ibn SInk’a
use of the terma “in iteelf” and “essentially or logically (Bl dhdt),” there iz no obvious
reference to any status of the “puré essence’’; and therc is-little doubt that by these
terms, Ibn SIng simply means that something *taken by itself,” ie., “without reference
to a cause,” does not exist—not in the sense of its “essential or logical status (bl
martaba al-‘agliya)” as Mir DimAd and other thinkers like him came to formulate this
doctrine, which they subsequently opposed to “the field of real or external existence
(fi matn al-a*yin, fi higy al-khdri, ete.).”

I have dwelt a great deal on Thn Sind because, in my view, it 18 simply not possible
to understand, let alone appreciate and evaluate, Mir Damid's doetrine of perpetual
otigination {hudiith dahri) without some background. Dimad's whole effort 15 con-
centrated on proving that the “essential originetion (hudath dhati)” of lbn Sind which,
an we have seen above, threatened to evaporate into a purely nominal distinction
between God and the Intelligences, did involve a “real origination {hudith fi main
al-a“ydn)” at the level of dahr or perpetuity, a concept which Professor Corbin has so
excellently rendered as “événement eternel” (to which Proclus's ddidrys yevo iy
is & close approximation). The question at issue is whether or not the origination of the

14 Sae my The Fhilpsophy of Mulls Sodra (Albany, 18 AL Qubdsdt, p. 50, lines G,
New York, 19746}, p. 112, laat paragraph.
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of that which is not in time to that whieh is not in time, in so far as it iz not in time, is
better called eternity (sarmud), since perpetuity (dahr) in itself ia part of eternity and
13 called perpetuity [only] when compared to time,”™

This last statement appesrs consistent with 1bn Sind’s view that although perpetuity
i+ between time and eternity, its postulation i8 really necessitated by the (causal)
relationship of the eternal to the temnporal end is hence also said to be *'on the border™
of time; for if eternals were only mutually reiated and not relsted to the temporals,
there would be anly eternity and no perpetuity. Its ciose connection with time is again
emphasized in the following statement, which probabiy represents the closest determsi.
nation of its nature by Ibn Sini: “that which falls outside this (temporal] category is not
in time [but outside it]. Rather, when it is imagined o be “'with" time and is considered
in relation to it and its unchanging nature is found to coincide with and parallel with
(i ufiEhig) the unchauging nature of time itself and its contents [as s whale], this relation.
ship and this aspect is termed “perpetuity (dohr); hence perpetuity surrounds time,"®
It thus appears that perpetuity is a kind of fixed or “frozen’ time in which there is no
v miporal flow but otherwise is co-terminous or parallel with time. It should be pointed
Sut that Aristotle had himself posited, in addition to the universal eternity of the
highest heaven, individual eternitics (aiunes) for the individual eternal beings.’® More
important. Proclus, who, as usual, pusited a middle term mediating between eternity
atnl time anud ealled it “perpetuity in time" says: “, .. perpetuity . . . is of two kinds,
thie one eternol, the uther in time; the one a perpetual steadfastness, the other a porpotual
becoming; the one having ite existence coneentrated in a simultansous whole (i.e., that
which is complete avery moment), the othér ditfused and unfolded in temporal extension:
the one entire in teelf . . . "1

Although Proclus expressly uses the term “perpetuity in time” and has described it
as “temporal extension” which Ibn#ind denies,** there is not much doubt that he means
what Ibn SInd calls “perpetuity with.tinre,” i®, dahr. Proclus thinks of such entities as
heavenly bodies and matter and probably time itself {i.¢., as 8 whole) as contents of the
realm of perpetuity; Thn Sind also thinks of these as eontents of dakr, although Tbn BmE
usnally valks of relationships betiween entities.of different orders of existence as pertaining
to eternity, i.e., perpetuity and time. Here, once more: “the relationship of the First, the
Exalted (i.e., God} to the Active Inielligence or to the (Highest) Heaven is an unquanti-
fied relationship in terms of time: it ia a relationship of the eternals, and the relationship
of the eternals to the eternals is called “eternity {sarmad)” and “perpetuity (dahr).””’3
We note once again that the terms “eternity” and perpetuity’’ are most probably used
here synonymously.

Even more interesting and certainly much more important in Ibn 8Ing than the issue of
time and eternity is the counterpart of this problem, viz. that of the emanational order
of reality in terms of “contingeney (imbin)’ and “origination (Audith)”; his statements
on this erucial issue are equally puzzling, He distinguishes sharply between the Necessary
Being—(iod—on the one hand, and all contingents, including the transcendental

& Ibid,, p. 8. line 17; p. 9, line 1 (of, |ines 7-%). 11 Ihbicd., po 52, lines 30 F,
* Ibid., p. ®, linng 22 f1, '3 Al-Qabdadr, p. 8, linek 3; p. 8, lines 7-8.
" Reforence to De Coelo in E. K. Dodda {edition 13 I'nid., p. B, lines 18-17.

with vommentary) Proclus' Hlements of Theology
(Oxford, 1933), p. 320, linea 1-4,



MIR DAMAD'S CONCEPT OF HUDUTH DAHRI:
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF GOD-WORLD RELATIONSHIF
THEORIES IN SAFAVID IRAN

FAZLIUR RAHMAN, Universily of Chioage

SIHGE the time of Nasir al-Din al-Tisi {d. 1274), philosophical theology has
prospered in Bhifism, but its high water mark was reached in the Isfahan School of the
Bafavid period. Sayyid Mohammad Bagir Mir Damad {d. 1040/1631-32) was a highly
innovative philosopher-theologian of great prominence in Safavid Tran. His most eele-
brated, but equally controversial theory, coneerns the “originatedness” of the world of
intelligences and heavenly spheres, which had been regarded as eternal after Thn Sina,
and is oalled hudith dukri, or categorical or pure origination. Recently, several scholars
have written about this theory, but since their treatmentz of it ave either too brief! ar, in
certain cases, not very satisfactory® I have chosen to elaborate on hudith dafiri further,;
this paper is devoted to a study and analysis of the central issues in this notoriously
difficnlt but fasvinating doctrine and will attempt to explain its real meaning through a
consideration of its historical setting as well.?

The theory of categorical origination was developed by Mir Damad on the basis of
certain statements made by Ibn Sind. In part Damad supported Ibn Sind, but because of
the theory's obscurity and material inconsistency, he was forced to disagree and develop
his own idea. Thn 8ind's statcments eoncern two diffurent but closely related issues, one
related to the ides of origination (hudatk) and the other related to questions of time and
eternity. Ibn 8Tnd had, in general, distinguished three Jevels related to time and eternity:
(1) the relationship of the unchanging to the unchanging (thdtil) is in the realm of
eternity; (2) the relationship of the ‘changing to the changing is in time; (3) and the
relationship of the unchanging to the changing, which is in dakr or perpetuity.* On this
last category, Ibn Sind’s statements oscillate: he often speaks as though it is a third
distinct category and saya, “it is with time [but not time}],”* {al-Buhrawardi was to say
later that “it is on the horigon of time'™),? and, very often, “it comprehends or surrounds
tmukif) time even ag it itsclf is comprehended by eternity”; it causes time as It i3 itsclf
paused by eternity.” But then we arc also told, "the relationship of that which is “with’
time but not in time [to that which is in time] is perpetuity (dahr), while the relationship

: T, Izutsa's iotroduction (Englieh} te Mir
Damid's Kidh gl-Qabesdt, od. M. Muhagqig (Tehran,
1977): H. Corbin, in J. Ashtiydnl, Muntakhabar Az
Amir-i Hukamdy-{ Jrin, vol. | (Telhran, 1972), p. 16 .
(Franch section).

2 Ashtiyini, ibid., Parsian text, p. 4 i, compller's
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footnatas to DEmAd's texts. As shown in the body of
this paper, Ashtiyini, o my mind, ahows little under-
standing of Dilmid's theaia,

3 Cruciel for an adequats understanding of Dimad
are, in the first place. Ibn Sind and, secondarily. sl-
Buhrawardi, the lattor particularly for his influanee
on DAmAd's theary of agssnes.

4 Qpoted in Mir DEmAd's ol-Qubsxdt, p. B limea
18-1%; p. B, linea 7-§ and 18-18.

* Ihid.. p- 7. lime 12; p. B, line 3.

& Ihid., p- 1, lina 1.

? Thid., p. 8, Jine 1.

138



15 T. IZUTSU

Faotnotes

(1) On the Igfahan School and the pedition cccupied by Mir Dimid in the
history of Safawid philoscphy in Iran, see Seyyed Hosstin Nasr: "The School of Igfahan”
in M.M. Sharif, ed.: A Histery of Muslim Philasophy, vol. II, Wiesbaden, 1363, pp. 904-932.

{2} On this sspeet of Mir Dimid, see Henry Corbin: - #Onnfessions cxtatiques da
Mir DAmad” in En Idam iranite, tome 1V, Pans, 1972, pp. 9-33.

(3) This is an idea which Mir Diméd, found clearly stated by Avicanna in  the
Ta'ligdt,

{4) As I zaid at the outset a veil of obscurity envelops the whole problem  of
buddth daked a3 cemceived by Mir Dimid, though it is quite clear that the idea is the pivot
of his metaphysics. What I have propoted here i but a  tentative interpretntion of it
Some of the most Important pasages dealing with this problem have been selected [rom
Mir DAmad's various works and conveniently put together by Seyyed Jaliluddin Ashtdydal
in the first volume of his Anihologie des Philosophes Fronisns {Muntakkabdit az Athdrs Hukomd e
Irdn), Téhéran-Pacis, 1972, pp. 4-40. Professor Aabtiyini however, takes a definitely
negative attitude toward the concept itself of the # metatemporal origination”. In his view,
despite all the complicated arguments presented by Mir Damdd concerning this concept,
the "meratemporal origination®” i reducible o what the Philosophers call the “egsentinl
erigination® {bhudlth dhaif}.

(5) Al-Mashd'ir ed. Corbin, 'Téhéran-Paris, 1963, p. 35,
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in general had held. Praise be to God who, by the light of intuition, led
me out of the darkness of the groundless idea and firmly cataplished me
upon the thesis which would never change in the present world and the
Hereafter, As a result (I now hold that) the individual existences of things
arc primary realities, while the quiddities are the “permanent archetypes
(aydn thilitah) that bave never amelt even the fragrance of emistence”. The
individual cxistences are nothing but beams of light radiated by the true
Light which is the absolutely self —aubsistent Existence. The absolute
Exustence in cach of its individualized forms is characterized by a number
of emential properties and intelligible qualities, And each of these properties
and qualities is what is usually known as quiddity”.

The pupil, Molli Sadrd, thus came to uphold a view diametrically
opposed to that of the teacher, Mir DAméad. Since then this opposition has
continued to affect the history of Islamic metaphysics in Iran, always and
everywhere dividing the philosophers into two camps. The problem remaina

still unsertled roday.
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modifications of the sole reality which i “exittence”. We ordinarily saY,
for cxample: “A flower exists” as il there were a particular quiddity
(flower - ness) asa permanetly established entjty, and as if this permanent
entity actualized jtself in the empirical dimeasion of experience, thereby
assuming the particular quality of “being - caistent”. In the view of thoac
who hold the thesis of the “primary reality of existence”, however, to make
snch a statement as “a flower exists” and to understand it in such a way is
grossly to distort the structurs of reahty, In order to present an undistorted
picture of reality we should rather say — going against the common ulage
of language — “Existence existentiates itself in the accidental form of a
Aower” or more briefly #Existence exists as a Hower”.

Thus to the initial question from which we took our s Congcerning
the ontological reality and unreality of existence and quiddity (*Which of
these two conceptual components of an cmpirically given thing has a
COrres ing reality in the extramental world ), the thinkers anerdng the
“primary reality of cxistence” unhesitatingly avswer that existence is that
which iz ag “extramentally real”, “and-that quiddity is #'thdhi “having
reality only in the mind”.

It is very interesting to note that Molld Sadrd who, as a3 prominent
student of Mir Dimad, closely followed his teacher in his youth in uphiding
the thesis of the #primary reality of quiddity”, became later an enthusinstic
hampion of the opposite thesis. As described by himself in the following
passage,(3) this was to him a kind of philosophical as well as spiritusl
conversion. ‘In the earlier days [ used to be a passionate defender of the theais
that the quidditics are extramentally real while cxistence is but 4 mental
construct, until my Lord gave me guidance and let me see His own demons-
sration. All of 8 sudden my spiritual eyes were opened and I saw with
utmoat clarity that the truth was just the contrary of what the philosopher
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essences of the things. It is Platonism. It has philosophical validity only for
the mind of a born Platonist.

The thesis of the “primary reality of existence” also stands on & kind
of mystical intuition except that the experience is of an entirely different
nature from Platonic idealism. The Platonic Tdeas are the eternally static
“essences” of things, They are to be intuited, if they are intuited at all, in
a state of contemplation in which the cognitive consciousness is maintained

in absolute tranquility and immobility,

The cognitive experience underlying the thesis of the “drimary
reality of existence”, on the contrary, is & dynamic intuition of a dynamic
reality. The intuition here means one's directly coming into touch with the
all - pervading creative energy of the cosmic Life zod getting  totally
immersed in its universal flow. And this dvnamic acfus of the primordial
¢reative energy that pervades the whele world of Being, or rather we should
say, thas goes on producing the whole world of Being moment by moment
without ceasing to be active even for a single instant-- that preciscly is
what is called ¥existence”. Existence in this understanding is thus a dynamic,
cosmic force, ever changing into.an infinite number of different things but

forever remaining in itself exactly the same from eternity to eternity.

Existence thus understood and thus intuited js for those who take the
position of the “primary reality of existence” the sole reality, The infinitely
various and varicgated things which this reality never ceases to ercate out
of itself and in which it manifests itsell are but its phenomenal forms. It is
these phenomenal forms that are called in philosophical terminology
quidditics (mdhiydt, sg. mdhiyah). A mdhiyah is a product of the conpeptua -
lizing function of the mind, i.c. reason. The phenomecnal forms of the
reality which heve in themselve nothing real, are elaborated by the reason

into solid entities. In truth, the quiddities are nothing other than accidental
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“existence” of the Aower, while the second refers to the “quiddity” of the
flower, i.e. the flower — ness of the X which happens to be qualified by
“existence”, Thus is produced in the mind the concept of X (being existent)
{as a flower). The Alower in this form is a mental composite made up of

two conceptnal elements: existence and quiddity.

The conceptual compoasite is thus a reflection in the mind of a single
and simple (i.¢, non - composite) entity, X, as it is actualized in the extra-
mental world. Now the problem is: Which of the two conceptual components,
cxistence and quiddity, directly reflects the true reality of the X? Those
who take the position of the “primary reality of quiddity”— and Mir
Damad is one of them — say that it is quiddity. In other words, of the two
components of the concept of the existing A, existence and quiddity, it is
the latter and latter only, that has something corresponding to it in the
external world, Conceptually we are right'to speak of the fexistence of g
flower”, for example. But that which realy corresponds to it in the extra -
mental order of things is aothing but-the quiddity of a flower in the siate
of empirical actualization: The quiddity is the reglity. Existence is but an
abstract concept having nothing “realy corresponding to it in the external
world. It is an accident which the reason attributes to the quiddity in the
dimension of conceptual analysis, and this auribution has no validity outside

of the mind. In fact, what is called existence it merely the reality of the
quiddity as reflected in the mind.

This position was first formulated in explicit terms in the history of
Inlamic philosophy by Suhrawardi, the Master of spiritual illumination,
With regard to this proble Mir Déméid was a faithful follower of Suhra-
wardl. Without going further into details I would simply note that the
“primary reality of quiddity” is a philosophical position based on an eidetic
intuition of eternal archetypes, a gnostic experience of the trans - sensible
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constantly Aowing without a moment, cannot be said to Fexist” in the
fullest sense of the word. It is, properly speaking, non - existent. ¥et it js
not non - existent in the dimension of Time, for it doct actually exist there,
It is non — existent in & higher dimension of existence, which comprises
within itself the dimension of Time itsell. And that higher dimension in
which a thing cxisting in the dimension of Time is non - existent is Dahr.
That which is essentially non — existent in the dimension of Mecta - Time
transforms itself into that which is existent in the dimension of Time. And
thit process of metatemporal origination is repeated interminably, moment
by moment. The existence of things in the temporal dimension is in this

sense preceded by metatemporal non - existence.(4)

v

The second of the major themes of Mir Ddmad which I would like
to discuss briefly here is the #primary reality of quiddity (mdhtyak)” as
oppused to the “primary reality of existence [wuid 1Y, For a correct under-
standing of these two opposing positions in Islamic entology, we must keep
in mind that both #quiddity” and Wexisterice” in this'particular context are
of a purely conceptual nature. That is to say, they are comccpls which the
reason extracls from the empirical things that are found inthe extra- mental
world. Each of the empirical things, as long as it is not conceptually
analyzed by our reason, is an integral whole containing in itself no real
distinction between its quiddity and existence. For cxamplc, a flower is
simply there, presenting itsclf in its real (or phenomenal) concreteness as
an empirically given fact, Observing it as it were from outside, our rcason
analyzes it into two different conceptual components: (1) something being
actually present to us--which is expressed by the logica! proposition #X is
existent” or ©X cxists” — and (2) the X's being a flower — which is expressed
by the proposition X is a fAower”, The first proposition refers to the
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existence here in question is neither “essential” nor Wtemporal”; it s

“metatemporal”,

The metatemporal non -existence is the real non-existence of a thing
in the dimension of Dafr. Since Dakr itself, as we have seen above, has no
extension in its structure, the metatcmporal non-existence also has no
extension; it does not “flow on”; nonetheless it ia ontologically real in the
sense that it stands in a contradictory relation to actual existence. In this
respect it is radically different from the tiessential” non - existence of a thing
which, as we have secn above, is compatible with its actual existence. The
metatemporal non .existence car only be grasped through suprasensiale
intution when the mind & in e state of desp contemplation, for Mir Dimid
says, the nature of the empirial (e, non - contemplativel consciousness is
such that it iz unable to represent anything concrete except along the line
of temporal evolvement. UndepOrdinary conditions it is utterly impossible
for our consciousness 10 grasp non- existence | having absolutely no temporal
extension.

The dimension of time { . Jamdn) isithe proper locus of the temporal
things whoae existence consists in a series of successive privs and posterins. In
this dimension “existence” is*change”; that is to say, things exist by chang-
ing constantly, One thing appears, another disappears. The cxistence of a
newly originated thing is necessarily preceded by temporal non — existence.
But in the light of what has previously been said about Mir Dimad’s
thought, the existence of cach of these things is preceded also by an entirely
different kind of non — exrstence in another dimension, i.e. the Meta -Time.
The basic idea underiying this unysual vision of the metatemporal non -
existence of temporal things may perbaps be best understood in the following

WAY.

Whatever is perpetually chaning by its own emence, whatever is
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between them in this respect. Therefore, if the cause is existent ab asiernv,
the effect must alse be existent ab aeferno;  they must be co-cternal,

However, even in the view of the Philosophers, the co-eternity of

the cause and effect (God and the created world) does not imply that there

13 no discrepancy between the two in any sense. Even if the hand and key
move at one and the same time, the movement of the hand (i.c. cause)
pirecedes the movement of the key {i.e. cffect) in terms of their ontological

“ranks”. Likewise, the existence of God precedes the existence of the world

“in rank”, though not %in time",

Furthermore, the ontological analysis of the relation beiween God
and the world discloses an important fact with regard to the very nature of
all created things, namely, that they arc in themselves ontologically “nothing”
and thar their exitence is entirely due to the activity of their canse. This is
one of the fundamental ideas in Islamic philosophy, which goes back to
Avicenna, Whatever exists in the einpirical world, according to Avicenna, is
propetly and essentially non-existent; if it exists, ir exists by its cause, not
by itself. Thus the non.existence whiclh every thing in this world contains
within its very naturc must be said to precedeits-existence which it obtains
only from the cause. The exisience’ ‘o “every thing in thix sense is by
essence” preceded by non-existence, This is what is known as “essentiai
contiogency” [hudiith Jhdtr).

It is against this view that Mir Dimad puts forward his cclebrated
thesis of “metatermporal contingency” [huddth dahrf). The empirical world,
he asserts, is contingent not simply because of ils existence being preceded
by this kind of “essential non-existence” which is posited by human reason
in terms of the conceptual siructure of all “caused” things, but bacause it
15 preceded by an entirely different kind of non.existence, “real non -
existence” (“adam sarifi). The existence of every thing in the empirical world
is antologically preceded by a “real”--as distinguished from “essential” or
merely conceptual -— non - existence, not in the dimension of Time {2dman)
in which it actuaily exists, but in that of Meta - Time [ Dakr). The non -
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-— and the ever-changing things in the empirical world. This relation,
although one of its terms is evidently temporal, is not temporal; it is a
metatemporal relation.

Similarly, in the same system, .Jamdn is conceived not as the ontolo-
gical dimension in which the empirical, i.c. temporal, things exist, but as
a relation hetween two things along the line of the extension of time in
terms of privs and posterius, both falling under the Aristotelian category of
qudando.

Of these three relations: non -temporel, metatemporal, and temporal,
the philosophically most important for Mir DimAd s tha metatemporal,
Against those Islamic philosophers who amert the gidam al-‘dlam, i.c. who
hold the thesis that the created world, though it is something created, has
always been there, from the beginningless past, that it is co-etcrmal with
God, that, therefore, it has absolutely no “beginning” because in terms of
time its existence can be traced back to infimity, Mir Dimid takes the
position that although the world has ne temporal beinning, it does have a
mets - temporal beqinning. And to say so iz nothing other than saying that
the existence of the world ix preceded by non -existence.

The theoretical basic on Which the Philosophers found their thesis of
the gidam af-‘dlam iz as follows. God, is~the “creator and the warld His
creation, Since the créativity of “God ~must’ necessarily be perfect, there
canpot possibly be any discrepancy in terms of time between the existence
of God and the existence of the world, the product of His perfect
ercativity. Otherwise, we would have to imagine a certain span of time
in the beginningless past during which the creativity of the Creator was
not at work, which, however, would contradict the original supposition
of His creativity being absolutely perfect. Put in the technical terminology
of scholastic philosophy, the same idea will be expressed by saying that it is
impossible to imagine any temporal discrepancy between the existence of a
perfect cause —perfect” in the sense of being fully prepared to work
as a cause — and the exstence of ity effect. The movement of the hand
holding a key is the perfect cause of movement of the key. The key moves
at exactly the same time as the hand moves, there being no discrepancy
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of which each of the Sermad, Dahr and Zemdén is conceived as a particular
ontological locus exclusively reserved for the existence of a certain
kind of beings, But Mir Diméad approaches the same triple division from
another gngle. And this time Sarmad, Dalr and Jamdne, instead of represen-
ting three static dimensions of existence, signify each a different dynamic

relation of things with one another.

Sarmad in the static view which we have just examined is 3 metaphy-
sical dimension in which canly the absolute exirts. The Absolute is Pure
Existence which in iteclf i absolutely unarticalated, undetermined and
undivided. On the other hand, however, it contains within itself certain
basic lines of articulation, whose inner potential is such that they can
develop and evolve in an infinite number of directions in the form of
concrete determinations, This metaphysical situation is expressed in theolo-
gical terminology as Divine Essence being qualified by its own Attributes.
Viewed in this light, 3 dynamiz relation is found to hold between God (the
Absolute) and the Divine Atributes {the inner.articulations}. The Attributes
determine God in various ways while' God produces out of himself these
inner determinations. It is this mutusl relation between the Absolute and
its inner articulations thatis called Sarmad, Here Sarmad isnot an ontological
dimension in which the Absolute as Pure Existence cxists, It is the dynamic
relation between the Absolute and its-own- inner -determinations, both being
immutably permanent. We must notc that this is an observation made from
the polnt of view of %¥time”, although paradoxically the image of #rime* 1a
immediately to be eliminated.

Approaching thus the relation between the Absolute and its deter-
minations from the point of view of “limc”, we find it to be an absolutely
non - temporal relation, No-Time rclation, for it is an cxsential relation
between the eternal and cternal, there being no discrepancy between the
two terms of the relation in this respect.

From the same “temporal” point of view, Dahristhe relation between
the eternally unchanging and unchangeable archetypes — which, from the
static, ontological standpoint, sre said to exint in the dimension of Dakr
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other existent can exist in this dimension. Thus all things other than the
Absolute, whether they be non - material or material, supersensible or sensible,
arc in terms of this metaphysicel dimension essentially non. existent. This
non - existence of all things other than Pure Existence, ‘adem sarmadf (i.c.
the “non-existence in the dimension of Sgrmad) is woven into the very
essential nature of these things. Everything (other than the Absolute) in
this sense is “preceded by ron.existence”, the word “precedence” being
taken here in an absolutely non-temporal sense.

Dakr, the Mcta-Time, is the metaphysical dimension of all non -
material things. It is the domain where the cternally immutable Intelli-
gences find their proper abode, which carry different names according to
different schools of thought and different philosophical traditions, smuch as:
the platonic Ideas, “eternal archetypes” (a'ydn #hdbitah, Thn ‘Arabi), #lords
of the species” (sg. rabb al-nav, Suhrawardi) and Angels. Dahr is metatem-
porat Time, a kind of &ternity iftermediary between the dimension of
abszolute timelesaness and the dimension of Time, As such it has no exien-
sion, and does not allow of being divided into different units. The Intelli-
gences or Angels exist in this domain, but in terms of Sarmad they are non-

existent.

Zamin or Time - is—the! physical.dimension of all temporal things
{ zamdniydt), i.e. things existing - in - time. They are all mutable, ever-changing
things {mutagheyyirdf) which go on Howing (sapydldl) along the linear
extension of sime. The domain of Jamdn is the world as we know it through
gur own empirical existence in it. All things that are found here can be
said to exist in the {ull sense of the word only in terms of this dimension,
for in terms of Dakr and Sarmad they are essentially non-existent. With
regard to the difference between Jamdn and Dakr in particular, we may add
that, according to Mir DAmid, the things of the domain of Jemdn exist #in
time” (f7 al-zamdn) whereas the things belonging to the domain of Dehrare
said to exist “with time” fmd'a al- zamdn).(3)

Such in brief 15 the ontological aspect of the rriple divison in terms
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I

The Book of (Jabasdl is replete with original ideas. But this is not the
place to deal with them in detail. Here [ shall be contenr with briefly
discussing two of the major themes of Mir Déméd's philosophy which
characterize him in the most salient way. The oncis his peculiar conception
of time, i.e, the metaphysical structure of the world as he conceives of it in
terms of the concept of time. Mir Ddmid occupies in fact a very special
place in the entire history of Islamic philesophy because of the originality
he displays around this problem. The other is the position he takean with
regard to the problem of the refation between quiddity and existence,
namely, the position known as that of the “primary reality of quiddity”
(agdlat al-mdhiyak). This second problem is of special interest because of the
position taken by the niost eminent of all his disciples, Molld Sadri, which
it diametrically opposed to it, namely, the position of the “primary reality
of existence" (asdlat af - wujid).

134

From the viewpoint of “time”) Mir Dimid distinguishes three different
dimensions in the ontological make-up "ol “thie world of being:(1) Sarmad,
“No-Time” or the dimension of timelessness,(2) Dakr, W Meta - Time" or the
metatemporal dimension of being, and(3) Jamdn, “Time” or the temporal
dimension of the empirical things. This said, it must be admitied at once
that a dense atmosphare of obscurity envelops this section of his thonght.
It js extremely difficult to penetrate it. As a first step loward eliminating
this obscurity 1 would propose that we distinguish at the outset between
two different angles from which we might approach this same triple division.
As a matter of fact thiz 15, T believe, what Mir Damid himsell does without
stating it in explicit terms. Viewed from onc of these angles, Sarmad, Dakr
and Jamdn represent each an ontological domain peculiar only to a certain
kind of things to the exclusion of all others.

Sarmad, the No-"Time {the Timeless),. it the metapliysical dimension
of pure Existence (the Absolute—-or, theologically, God). It is an ontolog -
ical domain exclusively reserved for the existemce of the Absolute. No
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rational thinking and visiomary experience. His philosophy will best be
characterized as “gnostic” in the sense that the intellectual activity of the
mind is conducive toward the ewxperience of spiritual visions while the
visionary experience stimulates the function of rational thinking giving birth
to new concepts and ideas. There is thus in the very structure of his philo-

sophical thought a very close correspondence between rational thinking and

mystical intuition.

In rational thinking he wasascholastic philosopher of the Avicennian
tradition. By being an Avicennian scholastic he was essentially an Aristo-
telian, although — as was generally the rule with almost all Islamic Aris-
totelians -~ his Aristotelianism was markedly tinged with Neoplatonism.
{(We must remember in thizs respect that for him the Theolozy of Aristotle
was an authentic work of the Stagirite.) But as the #Third Teacher” he was

in the main a repregentative successor of Aristotle in the Islamic tradition
of scholasticism. As a visionary, on the other hand, he was an illuminationist
(ishrdgf), a successor of Suhrawardii As a result, we see in the person of
Mir Dimid as an [slamic philézopher a peculiar unification of the purely
scholastic aspect of Avicenna and the visionary jlluminationism of Suhra-
wardi.

What is directly observale in the ()abasdi.on the surface is an abstract
and rigorously logical thinking peculiar toscholasticism, which is, moreover,
expressed in his notoriously arid and abstruse style. But beneath the surface
of this dry thinking and through the veil of the abstract concepts which he
handles with remarkable dexterity, we notice the presence of swarming
vitions originating from an entirely different source, the living experience
of a mystic. Mir Dimid was in this respect a perfect embodiment of the
fundamental principle of philosophy as conceived by lbn ‘Arabi and Suhra-
wardl, namely, a thinker in whom the rational-philosophical analysiy of
reality and the spiritual perfection to be attained through contemplative
discipline proceed hand in hand with each other — a charaeteristic com-
monly shared by most of the leading philosophers of the Safawid period.
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seriously the rise and development of the #Isfahan School of Islamic Philo-
sophy”,i{1} of which Moll4 Sadra is certainly the central figure. The general
gituation of the Oriental studies in thc West is such that no one interested
in Islamic thought can afford to ignore any longer the significance of Molia
Sadrd. He has his position already firmly established in the history of
Islamic philosophy. Compared with him, Mir DAdmdd, the venerated teacher
of Molli Sadri, who was once so influential as one of the greatest fakims
of Shi‘ism and as a uniquely original philosophical mind, may be said to
remain still in the darkness of oblivion. The truth is, however, that one
cannot properly understand the real meaning of the philosophical message
of the Isfahan School in general and of Molla Sadrd in particular without
being able 1o assign a proper place to Mir Daméd in the history of the
development of this school, Besides, quite aside from all historical considera-
tions, the unusually challenging thought of Mir Dimad naturally claims
the attention of al! those who are intércstediin Oriental philosophy.

Mir DimAd was a many -sidéd thinker, & unanimously recognized
authority on all the traditional sciences that _had been cultivated in Telam
such as philosophy (in all its branches, ‘beginning with logic and ciimi-
naling in metaphysics), theology, natural” science, mathematics, law, the
theory of jurisprudence, the science of Hadith, and the exegesis of the Qur'dn.
Besides being a philosopher marked by a rigorously rational way of argu-
mentation, he was & mystic who, through his ecstatic ﬂ:p:ricncl:!,{i? was
well acquainted with the secrets of the world of archetypal images. But his
real originality is manifested in the most conspicuous manner in the struc-
turalization of his metuphysical ideas. The present work, Qebasdt is precisely
the opus magnum of Mir Diméd in metaphysics.

As will naturality be guessed from what has just been said, the basic

philosophy of Mir DAmAd consists in a kind of harmonious combination of
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Mubammad Baqir Ddm4d, more commoenly known as Mir Dimid
(d. 1631 A.D.), it one of the most prominent figures in the Safawid period
of the history of Islamic philosophy (16- I8 centurics). The honorable title
by which he came to be known: the Tird Teacher {Mu'altim Thalith)—— the
First Teacher being none other than Aristotle, and the Second Teacher
Firdbi — attests to the incomparably great renown he enjoyed in the
philosophic world of the Shitite Iran, It shows better than anything elsn
" how highly estimated he was as an Islamic phifosopher in hi» own days and
after. And although, as time went'by, his prestige became eclipsed to a
great extent by the dazaling brilliance of his own dearest pupil, MollA
Sadrd (1571/2.1640), the torchlight of his philosophical insight has
continued to illumine thousands of the intellectual minds in Iran down to
this day. For various reasons, however, this light has in the past hardly
shane beyond the confines of the relatively narrow sphere of the Twelve-

" Tmam Shi‘ism of his own country.
In fact, it is quite recently that we have begun to hear Oricntalists
et -r‘"iﬁf“ﬂll‘ws about the “Safawid Penaissance of Islamic Culture” and
thet in the more specific field of philosophy specialists have bogun to discuss

9
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