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(1) - Laoust (Henri), Les schismes dans 1'Islam: Introduction
a une étude de la religion Musulmane, Payot, Paris 1983,
P. 159.
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o “Our World Is In Many Ways A Religious

World”
Chad Meister, Introducing

Philosophy Of Religion, P. 19.
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Chad Meister, Introducing
Philosophy Of Religion, P. 160.
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(2) - Watt (W. Montgomery), free will and predestination in

early Islam, London Luzac and company LTD, 1948, P.
127.
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« The blind men and the Elephant : God is like a large elephant

surrounded by several blind men, One man touches the

elephant’s tail and thinks it is a rope. Another touches the

trunk and thinks it is a snake. Another touches a leg and



(LAl Laiutd (3 Auloully fyantl A

Aol HMaN &y 5lae U 55 14S0a 5" L 1gdS OLaYI (3] a5 Cnm gt WA
51 ST Ll 2230 O] I JAANH o312 ol (e )
M Lo 3 AL ol sl (it plalt”

Jrazms SIS LU i I e Ll 31 A5 A S L
AN UL Y s aeld o ggiae L e A e pgae 055 S
AL p pgin oo agis U5 4zl oIS U 2 Vg cJanall
CHPICINE IR I B R WL PSS RV S PAR WY IRH E B
Sl el 1.,_,:.”%,-,,_4;‘( L;J;Tafmﬁﬁj (i pze p4le s
(Ol s gy Ul 8 3 dm 2] sl

Nl G &SN BN Odms o8 BLYT (1S sy I, O
S5y by MY J L Pl aladl ot Lo 22l
O SVl § g JS shaiz OL 2aedilly e Sl ope IS 5L Tty
et 2o Y 01 bl e iy adil Gy B ol 56
€ el oo ool Lilate 2andall S 15U tla k) I 5l

Y e e ool s Ol J il 3] ¢l e pel Ladata 32 0a O
S e O 55 oo

thinks it is a tree. Yet another touches the elephant’s side

and thinks it is a wall. They are all experiencing the same

elephant but in very different ways. The same goes for God

and the various religions ».

Chad Meister, Introducing philosophy of Religion,

Routledge, New York, 2009, P. 31.
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(2) - Nazif Muhtaroglu, “An occasionalist defence of free will”,
In Classic Issues in Islam Philosophy and Theology today,
Edited by Anna-Teresa Tymieniecka and Nazif Muhtaroglu,
Springer, P.46.
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«Even those who accepted Greek philosophy paid relatively

little attention to the political thought of Plato and Aristotle.

A few works, like AL.-madina al-Fadila of al-Farabi(d.950)

which could be called a Neoplatonic version of Plato’s

Republic, show Greek influence, but they did not appreciably
affect the main stream of Islamic political activity».

- Watt (W. Montgomery), Islam political thought, (op.Cit),

p.81.
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«]...[ This fits in well with certain Shi’ite ideas and would be
acceptable in Hamdanid Aleppo, but he also seems to make
some concessions to Sunnismy.

Watt (W. Montgomery), The Majesty That Was Islam, in The
islamic world, 6611100-,(op.Cit), P. 231.
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«This 1s an attempt to bring the description of the ideal
state within measurable distance of the actual state. One
important point to notice is that in all these discussions there
is complete acceptance of the Islamic basis of the state. The
supreme leader has to be portrayed with the features of the
prophet Muhammad. Even for a philosopher like al-Farabi
there 1s no conceivable alternative to the existing Islamic
state. What he does try to maintain is that the philosophers
should have a say in the running of the state comparable to
that of the scholar-jurists. The second and third qualities
of the “second leader” seem to be meant to be those of
the Traditionists and scholar-jurists; and the suggestion is
that, when the qualities are divided out, the bearers of each
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quality are approximately equal».
~-Watt (W. Montgomery): Muslim Intellectual: A Study of Al-
Ghazali, (op.Cit). P. 42.
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(2) -« This was AL-Farabi(875950-), known as “the second
Teacher”’(Aristotle being the first). Though borm in Turkistan
he eventually studied philosophy and the Greek sciences in
Baghdad. How he gained a livelihood is not clear. Since he
lived an ascetic life, his requirements were doubtless few.
His philosophy may be described as having a foundation
of Aristotelianism, and a superstructure of Neoplatonic
metaphysics. To this he added a political theory based on the
study of Plato’s Republic and Laws. The last element seems
to be an original contribution of his own, but in the former
two he is developing the line of thought of al-Kindi]...[AL-
Farabi uses perfectly general terms (like “head” rather than
imam or caliph) which could be applied to non —Islamic
states as well as to the Islamic empire, but he is thinking
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primarily of the Islamic world. The “first head” of his ideal
state is a prophet who has also the best qualities of the true
philosophers».

- Watt (W. Montgomery), Islamic philosophy and Theology ,
Edinburgh at the university press, 1962, P.54 — 55.
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«There are various points to be noticed about this conception
of the state. Firstly, the qualities which mark out the leader
are not purely rational or intellectual. Al-Farabi has a long
list of the qualities required by the supreme leader, and they
include moral excellences and gifts of personality. One is
reminded of ar-Razi’s view that some men are naturally
marked out to be leaders. By thus widening the conception
of reason al-Farabi brings his theory close to the political
facts of his time, though, as we shall see, he regards his
conception of the state as an ideal seldom to be realized.
Secondly, al-Farabi’s account of the state is not far removed
from the old ideas of autocratic sovereignty associated with
the east. The supreme leader is the source of the whole life
of the state. This fits exactly some of the early conceptions
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of the divine kingship in the Middle East. It also fits the
contemporary practice »

-Watt (W. Montgomery): Muslim Intellectual: A Study of
Al-Ghazali, (op. Cit). P. 39.
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Watt (W. Montgomery) Muslim Intellectual: A Study of - (V)
.0t .p\a1r(Al-Ghazali (op.cit

asw LW e Jya s

He Jal-Farabil fully accepts the Islamic statelbut interprets it»
in Neoplatonic terms. He tries hard to make a place in his
scheme for the scholar-juristdand in some passagessucceeds;
but at other times he is unable to conceal his essential belief
that the real successors of the Platonic intellectuals are the
.¢Y .philosophers in the Greek traditions. Ibid p

C’est un théologien d’affinités m’tazilited Abu yusuf» - (¥)
qu’il devait appartenir de tenter la KAV+ — A++) al-Kindi
premiere grande conciliation de la philosophie grecque
(falsafa) avec I'Islam et de proposer ainsi a la communauté
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une formulation de 'hellénisme a son usagel...[La grande
tradition de la philosophie musulmane prenait avec lui son
.«départ

Laoust (Henri) Les schismes dans I'Islam: Introduction a une
.(étude de la religion Musulmane (Précité
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