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This book studies analytically and critically the theory of regent in
Arabic grammar. This theory has been broadly discussed both previously
and recently. Many scholars have considered this theory a complete
approach to analyse and understand Arabic structures, whereas other
scholars refute the idea of the regent competence to analyse perfectly Arabic
structures, because of the influence of logic on this theory.

This book consists of an introduction and three chapters followed by a
conclusion. In the introduction I discussed the influence of ligic on Arabic
grammar, the time of this influence, and its aspects.

Chapter 1 consists of two parts: one of them discusses the cause and
its relationship with the idea of regent. This has lead the discussionto
demonstrate the rise of cause in Arabic grammar, its development, its
nature, and its parts. The discussion ended up with the fact that the idea of
regent was generated from grammatical causes.

The second part of this chapter discusses the definition of regent, its
history, and its nature. It also discusses the verbal regents as opposed to
semantic regents according to Basrite and Kufa approaches.

Chapter 11 discusses the different approaches in the study of regents.
Seventeen different problems have been chosen to show the existence of
regents. This chapter has ended up with many conclusions such as:

1. If the verbs of knowledge (know, think, consider, expect, etc.) have
been put backward in the sentence, they may govern the undergoers and
they may loose their inflectional influence on these undergoers. But we
should keep in mind that this change may be affected with the
psychological and mental case of the speaker i.e. the order of these
verbs in his mind. If they were in the first position in the deep structure,
they would govern their undergoers, otherwise they would not.

2. The explanation of subjenctivity of the exceptéd nouns may be easily
refuted.

Accordingly, it is better to overlook this problem and to consider other
rules of excepted nouns as sufficient devices to the study of excepted nouns.

Chapter 111 evaluates the theory of regent. This evaluation required
some discussions about some previous and modern attempts which strongly
criticized the theory of regent.

A



These attempts were analytically evaluated. No one of these attempts
could give a convincing inerpretation for the variations of ending vowels in
words according to their order in sentences. The theory of regent can be
useful and fruitful in the process of teaching Arabic. However, this does not
mean that this theory connot be criticized.

For example, constraint rises in some interpretations which show that
the theory of regent cannot apply to all Arabic structures.
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