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Abstract
The Linguistic Thought of Ibn Khaldoun Through the Contemporary

Linguistic Science
Basem Younis Al-Budairat
Mu'tah University - 2007

This thesis is meant to reveal the features of Ibn Khaldoun's
linguistic thoughts in contemporary linguistic science and it’s theories
through his book " Lesson and predicts and it's complement in the age of
Arabs and foreigners". It's also meant to analyze his thoughts and own
theories which were free of the old linguistic inputs. In addition to that, it
shows the way that Ibn Khaldoun used in applying his own sociology
theories when he studied the components of the Arabic tongue science
which shows theoretical image to indicate the level of linguistic
phenomenon. These components are: language science, syntax, grammar,
and literature.

Ibn Khaldoun built his linguistic opinion on two main factors. The
first one is having the gifted human beings; the second one is nations and
their old civilizations. These linguistic opinions  were sometimes
encountered by surprise and oddity from the side of some of the linguistic
researchers. In spite of that it represents transferring era to many linguistic
opinions from the point of view of both old and modern linguists.

Ibn Khaldoun introduced many opinions which became later the
main basis for the opinions of the new linguists in all the aspects of the
language like syntax, phonetics, writing, and semantics. He established a
linguistic thought related to the human being life; this thought was unique ,
not imitating others, and at the same time depending on watching and
observations in his rules and linguistic theories which were influenced by
the social impact. In addition to that he was a critic who didn’t look at the
phenomena from the surface but indeed he goes in depth to the inner side
following his personal thought and imagination; But still he didn’t ignore
the opinions of the old linguists so that he serves his personal ideas.

In his opinion, language depends on two things; the first one is
communication and what kind of requirements to fix the rules and
fundamental basics. The second one is beautifying the text and what it
requests of having a good choice and a god manner as well. Both sides are
inseparable, so this thesis tried to get exposed to this encyclopedia from all
aspects to come up with a clear image to this modernized Khaldouni
thought.
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