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ABSTRACT

This era is distinguished by the migration of large numbers of Muslims to the West
for numerous reasons. Their presence has become very apparent in western society,
where many Muslims are seeking to follow Islamic rules in their daily life, especially with
regard to family law.

However, because of the absence of Islamic rule and application thereof in the
West, Muslims are asking many questions about issues that concern their daily life. One
such issue regards the role of Islamic centers and associations in acting as the guardian
or sponsor in marriage, and whether or not such institutes have the right to do so when
the woman'’s guardian or sponsor is not present or when her guardian would like to
prevent her from marrying.

The researcher observes this issue very carefully through discussing the following:
1) whether or not the woman has the right to marry on her own or whether her
guardian must oversee the marriage contract on her behalf after seeking her
permission; 2) rulings where the guardian prevents the woman from getting married
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without any legitimate reason and; 3) the role of Islamic centers and associations in
acting as sponsors. The conclusion reached is that it is permissible for Islamic centers to
act as sponsors if they follow certain conditions.
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