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Foreword 

Mo!H of the information o n th<· l ife of Saclu.:r•Mi'l~och e»mcs to 

us from h is secretary. St:hl iciH~g•·oll (Sclclltf·Jito.roch und <fer 

Mosochi.)mus) and from his fi1'SI wife, who t·ook the n:unc: of the 

heroine of l~nw in l·ut't, Wa.ndJ (W;,m(l:. \'On $.1<;hcr·MOlsoth, Con· 

jns~o~.Js Qf M.v /Jfe). Wand~'$ book it c:xc:cllc:nt, but it \\';\S sevcrdy 

judged by subsequent biogr.lphcl'$, who oncn mcrdy present us 

with 1\lbjectivc imprcSlioos of th~ work. In their opinion. the 

image she offer$ ofhersclfis too 1nn«~tnt, ~nd rhe,· .assumed l1er 

to be a ~ist. since M~h ";u .a. m.a.sochin. But thb may well 

bt ..a misstatement of the problem. 
leopold '-on Sachcr-Muoc:h nu bom in 1835 in Lemberg. 

Galk:h1. He "-as ofSI~·. Spanish .and 8ohe.mi.a.n desctnr. I lis ances· 

tors held official positit>ns in the Austro·llun&.ari.a.n Empire. His 
fa1her wa:~ Chief of Police of lcmbcrv. ~nd .a.~ a child he wime~ 
prison scenes and riots whl<;h wcr(' to luvc a profound effec;t 

on him. His worl.. is deeply inJlucncod by lhe problems of nation­

alities, minority g roups and revolut iomwy mo,•eme1HS in the 

Empire. hence his (;.,lician, Jcwhh, llungo.riM~ . Pruss ian t.lles, etc. 
lie often describe-:~ the org<\nltJti<m of agrt<:~1hural communes and 

the struggle of the peasants againsl ~he i\u-sld<Jn .1dminiscradon 

.-.nd e$pedall}· again~l the landowner~. lie became in\•olved in 

t~ ranslavic mO\'emcnt. The men he Mlrnl~d. besides Goethe, 



were' Putohkin md Lennancov. and he w~ i:nown himst'lf ol$ the 
Turgcnicv o(Litde Ru~~la. 

He Wll> alli>Ointed ProfC»or ofl·listory ac Cr."t'l. and bego.~n h i~ 
licer.lry ca•'t.~r by writing hi<uoric.d rl<.wd.s. I fc met with r.tpid 5UC· 

cess: one of his fir~t [lflt.tt rH)..-cls. fhc Dn·orc~rJ 'i~mon ( 1870) 
;amu~ tnte~st CV"en in America; in Fnnc~t, tbcMne,. C.lm.,nn· 

l~·y o1nd Flammarioo publl~hed transbtions ofhii no\-'ds and 510· 
rics. One of his translam~ w•$ able tO present him as a Slricc mQr· 
alist who tlr~w his inspir,uion from hiswry nnd IOiklorc, without 
nukii'!C chc slightest .tllu1hm co the erotic char•c:cer ofht:s ,von.~. 

His f.tnt.ults were proi:N.bly n\olek more ~pc.lbl~ by che r~ cN,c 
they coukl be utrib~.ned 10 che ~ric oftht' sJ,,. pt-ople. We PlU~ 

also take info acoount chf' rnore gener.1l eXI)Ianarion that the 
sr;:~uJa,-Js l)( "(.x·nsorshlp't and to lerance of the nineteenth c:<·n· 
tury weu; very dilf~:rcnt f•·om our (lWI\; diffu~;c scxual ir)' bting 
mon.: o&cccp<.lble th~n 5pedflc physicaJ "'"d menu! deto~H.s. 

In the langu.1~ ofM.KOCh'~ folklort. htstory. polir~ myscl· 
dim, crotich.m. nario-nallsm .1nd pc-r.·cr<ion are closely int(r• 

mingled, torming a nebul.l i'tound the seen<·~ of flagella• ion: he 
w.ls cvnsc·qu<:ntly dis~uriJcd when Kralfl ·l:blnA '1sed his name 
to dc.sign.lte a perversion. Ma.soch wen o1 l;amous .tnd honored 
writer; in 1886 he Jn.)()e • nfumpha.nt jOUrTM..'}' 1n P.lrh '-"here he 

wu cfecor.uc::d and rott'tto~ined by the fJgoro .lnd the lte•·ut dn 
IKuK .tltmdrs. 

M,.soch's rasles in matt(!l'>oflo,·e arc well known: he 1.mjoycd 
ptt!tendin~ lo be a be.Jr or a bandit or h,wing himself pur!i~·~d. 
tied up 4nd subjtcted co puni~hruent.s. humiliations ~d c:~(t'l 

.lc::ute phyda.l pliO by .a.n opuk-m fu.r<l..d l\'OMiU\ with .a whip: 
he\\~ gh·cn 10 dressing UJ) u .1 ~JVant, m.)king usc of aiJ kind.) 
of feti.~h(S and disgu i:se5, piJt.ing ad,•ettheMCIHS in OC\\'lipap• 
crs, signing C(mtracts with 1 he women in hi$ life .1nd if need be 
prostituting them. 
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An affair with Anna ''01"1 Konowit7 UtSpired Tht DivorctJ 
11'c:lmon. t~oother nfTJir. with FMny ''on Pis-tor, 1\:nw ilt furs. Then 
., young lady b)' chc name of Aurore Ramel in ~ppro<\thcd him by 
means of a sornt-'\\ h.n ambiguou!l <:()l'l't'-Sf;>Oil<lence, took the pse.u· 
donrm ofW.aOO.... and muried Mas.och in 1813. A.J ~companion 

sht- "-as ~t once docile, dem.anding ~nd ~~""helmed. Muoc.h wn 
r:ned lObe di~J)J>Ointed as though the masqucr.do he planned 
w('rc bound to give r ise to misunderstandings. l ie was alw'ap 
;.tternpting 10 introduce a thh\1 p.my into his m61.1gc. 1he char· 
accc::r he c~Jis "the Greek.'' Durin& his period with Anna ''On 
Kottowit7., ~ sho~m Polish count emered tbeu·llfe. rcveo1ling 
himsdfbter tO b< a c:ht'mis6 •uiR".Int ·want«! for theft .tnd dan· 
gcrous1y ill. l11CJl lh('f€! is 1he str.u)gt <'!d,•enture in'IQMng Aurore/ 
Wanda. the hero of which appear~ to be Ludwig I( o f' Oav.uia; the 
, tOI')' is included .lmong the appendices 10 this book. l lereagain 
chc ambh;Jlt:nt4: of the char.leteN. the disguises. the p.lrT);ng of 

the parties in''Ot'"«< tum the whol<' e1Msode into V1 t'Xtr~rdinary 
b.tlet ending in di"'ppointment. finally there 1s the ad\•c:nture 

with Armand or the Fig(Jro, of which WJ~nda gives an exce1lent 
.tccount. leaving the re.ader to rn;ake his own amendments. This 
episode w.as the reason for M.)30Ch's jourr,ey to P.1ris in 1886. and 
h also mo1rks the c=nd olhi.s union with \Vand.a: in 1887 he m..ar· 

tied his children·~ go,·erness. In a t\O'o~l by M)'rla1n liany, Soruc:r 
ln Berlin. we lind an interesting pnrcrait of MallOCh in retire· 

ment. He died in 1895, sa.ddeJlC.d by tile neglect intu which his 
w()rk had fo~~Ji c:n. 

And yet his writing~ .ue Important and unusual. t k conceh-ed 
of them as a cycle or rather .as .t scrif!l of qdes. -The princif»> 

one is entit1ed Thr Hrriwgc oj CoJn and was to h.t\'C treated six 
themes: Jo,,c, l>rl)pt!rt)'. money, the Sure, war and dc111 h: (lnly chc 
fil·~t lw<) parL.> were f inished. but che other four themes c<tn 
.1lrc=ady be: discerned in them. The r()tlaales ;md chc tthnic tales 
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form secondary C)'d es: they include in p.trticul.lr two '>Omb~r nov• 
d.s de~ ling with mystical scct.S in C.1l id.a whi<.h r.utk ;among the 

bt~t of M.uoc:h's ~~orks ~nd rt'OIGh he1ght, ot .tnguaJh ,,nd tt"n~ion 

rMely tqu.llcd el.sewhen-: (Tbt f.slMt of Soub ;md ,..~ ,1/(J.f/wr of 
God). Wh.u is tht: me.lning of the temt ''hc::rit• of C.in"? h i1 

intt"n<kd fif"$t to npreS$ the: burden or crime .ltld sufl'crlnglnht· 

rftc:d b) hum~nit-y; h~'e\'et, chi$ -'P~rt::nt tn.M!'hy c:oncc.ds the 
mort setrtt th~me of the coldness of ~~cure. of tht ~u·ppto. 

of the icy image of the Mother wher~in Cun du.covcrs his own 
d,•.,tin); the coldness of the .stern mother is in rt'~lil)' ,, triln$~ 

nuaut ion o f cruf>lty from which the ucw m.m emerges. T he 

"rn,uk" of Cain indicares how the ••heritag(•" i' l tl b<· li\C<l. C"in 
0\nd Chl'isr b(;3r thf' s;ul)e mark. which h:<ldli to the; C:J'uc ll ixlon of 
Man " who knows no sexual love . no pr<~pc•·cy. no fatherl.uuJ, 
•lO ('ausc, no wOI'k; who dies o f hh ._.wn willing. embodying rhc 
lcle.a ._.r humanity ... .'' 

~l'hc worl of M<'lsoch draw$ on o~JI the fOrces of Ccm'l.ln ncr 
m.mtici1m. In our opinion. no other\\ ritcr h.t< us~d co .)U<h c!fl~ct 
tht tC~OOYC:t$ Of foant;a$y and $USpensc. f ie h•$ .a p.arcicuf~r \~.l)' Of 

.. de,nuoaHzing'' lo~·c .tnd .tt rhc ~me cimt .stxu.albing che entire 

hi~fOr') ofhum~nity. 

~~In ftnt(ltnvs am hh. 1870) is one of\l~h·, mcm l.amous 
00\'Ck It fonns pan of rhe firSt \"())urnc Of 1Jtt //tn/Ofl' oj CA1',, 
"hkh dt-als w1th chc subject of1cwe. A tr'Jn,l.ltlon by 1he t.-cono­

misl H., led(IS de Beaufort appeared simuh.1ncoud)' in Frcnt h omd 

in Cnglish in t 902, but j t was extrcmdy inaccuroliC. T he pn•sen• 
,·c~iO•) is~ tr.1n:shnion from chc Frenc h o f a ~ub~cquem 1r~nsla• 
cion by Au de Willm. The no"<: I is followed by 1 hnw >'I)J I)t •ldiccs: 

lhC fhs t isa gen~ral staccmcnl by Mn.sl)Ch on the novel. lullowcd 

by •'" account or_.. scene from his childhood. The $4'COnd eon· 

" 

-

siscs of the " lo'le contrlCt'l'• chu Masoch signed ,,,.i_th F~nny von 
Pistound '\0\',ln<l.l. "I he third ~ppendix is Wand<~ S~her-~l.t:~och's 
account ol th~ .,d,truure \~ ith l ud\\ ig II. 

Masoch h.u been cn:~tetl unJu'cl). n.or btt.1usc his name "'" 
unr .. irl' giv-en to the penersion or m.uochisro. but quil~ the 

re,erse, bcc-•u~ hh worl fell into neglect when:as his m.mc 
pnsec.l imo current U-":e· Although we OCCbtonally field books 

·written 0.' S...dc th.u thow no knowledge or his work, thh '" 
iocre:t~ingl)' rare. Sadc is becoming more choroughlr kOI'J\\ n; din· 

ical studi(_, of udi\m ~rf" CC'IIlilderablr e nriched by litcrarr stud· 

ies of 1hc work of~dc:. anc.l vice n~rsa. E\·o;:n the l-.es1 writ ing11 on 

M~h. howe''(; I', show.-. \urpri,;ing ignorance of' his work. 

Sarlt• .-.nd Mouoch arc not merely eases amor1g others; tln.•.y both 

have something c:~:wncf.ll (0 rc•ach us, the one about ma.sochbm 

and the other aboul :~.ad i,;m, The second re.-.:son why Masoch•s f;~~e 
is unju.!.t Is th3t in dinic.ll te rm,; he is c<~nsidcrcd complcmen~ 

t:~ry l O S.1dc:. This 1'1\,1)' Indeed be lhe reason why people who Me 

intcrt'$ted ~n SJ<lc ~how tlO p.mlcubr inrercs.t in ~lasoch. lr is too 

u.::.dil} .usumcd chu che sym1noms only have to bt tr-,u'l"!~d 
and th<" imtint.:u rc~·erwd (or \bsoch robe rumcd into Sadc • 

~rdint~. 10 tl\4:: principle o( the unity of opposites. Tht tfleme 

of the unity ol wdtot;m 3tKI '""',.ochi~ ~nd the concept o( .t .sado­
n~hislic f'.Uh)' h.lu• done gu.u harm to .\lasoch. lic n., 
sufTercd not only from unjuu neglt<'t. OOr also from an unf.air 

as.wmption of comp·l\"nH•111.11rit) and dillcctiQJ unity with Side. 
As soon n "-.: I'C'1d M.t.oth "c become .aw.11.re th.u his unh·crsc 

hb 1wtl•ing to do w it It 'h:.l ofS.1dc. Their techniques diller. ami 

their problem~. their conccrns ilnd lheir intentions are cntircl)' 
dissimilar. It is llOl v.~liclto ohj~CI !hat p,;ychoanalysi.s has l._.ng 

shown the pM$ihili t y n•u l 1 he rr.a1ity oft ransfon nations bet \\r~~n 
sac)i:sm .md molM>Chisru; w<; <'tC qu\'sdoning 1h<: vcr)' concept of <~n 
emit\' knQwn olS ~.ldom.\\(l(!hl~m. Mt.•dicine distinguishe.s bet we-.:n 
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syndromo and symptoms. a symptom being lhl' ~ JW'C'IOc ~ign of 

'-11 lllnesJ. a1td .t $pK3rome the meeling·pla« Or <ro,sing·point 

t>r m~nircil•tions issuing &om very diiJ'erent origins aod .tri$irlg 

witlnn \'<lri.a.bJe Cotll~l$. \\'(' would Jik~ tO iUI:t8,ellt th.C s.tdo~ 

muoc.hiscn is • synd~ th.n ought {0 br !iplil up in1o irrcduci· 
bli: C:<~uwl ch•ins.. h h.l$ been su.t~d so oftrn thai \Otdism and 
m.t\OC:hism .uco found in the ume penon chu we h.1'<" come 10 

bclle\'C it. \\~ net:(l lOg<> back to the beginning and re•d S..dc 
"'nd M~h. Bec•u.se: che judgmtt'll of the clinici.m b prt:jlKiic;ed, 
we mu:u w.kc an entirely diA'erem .-ppro:ach. 1 hf' l.trro'f approach. 
Mn<:e It i:l rrom literature rhat stem the original dcflnhi(lll1 of $ad· 
h m and m.uochism. lt is no accidcm that chc n:am~~ o f two w ric­

Cr:i were u~ed a~ l.lb(IS for these two perversion$. l he crhic.-1 ( in 

th~ liu:r.uy ~liSe} and the. clinical ( in the mcdicul sense) m.ty h<' 

d e$l lned to cnJ·er in1o a new relationship of mu tunl l.;atnlng. 

S)'nlJ)IomnlQiogy is always a question of nn; lho <:linlc:~l sp~cifici· 

ties of sadism ;1nd m aoochism are not scp:w.lblc from the literary 

w1lucs fl(';(::uliar to ~de and M.1:soch. In J>lace of a di~lcctic which 
aU coo rc.Miily percei,·es the link between opposhc~. we should 
aim for~ critial Mld diniol appraisal abl~ to r'C\-calt.h~ truh· dif· 
rcR:nti.al mechanisms .n well as the .ani$cic original hies. .. 

•• 

C II A I•TF it 1 

The Language or Sade and ~'\asoch 

" l1 i~ 100 lde.lllillr , , , MUI t h~t~:I<IN.' nue.l."' 

Ol)o:MoJev,ky, (Itt lmvltftl IJrtd lt•jM'Ci 

Whar arc chc uses of llrtro\turc? The names of Sade and Masoch 

h;l\'e been used w d('hOtC 1 \\(I !Msie J>er.·ers-ions, and as soeh rhl'y 
Are oursr.tnding c:tample,; C'lf the dlkiency of literature. Illnesses 
are sometimes 1uuncd .1flcr tyJ>ial p3lit ms . bm more ofren if i$ 

the doctor's nAme that is gh·c.n co the disease (Roger's dis~. 

Parldnwn\ di~.bt, ece.). The plinciples behind •his labeling 
desen·e elostr •nai)'Jil. The doctOC' does not invent the illness. 

he di»>Ciate~ S)mptom~ that "->ete preyious-ly grouped lc>gt-lhtr, 

and linb up MMn•h.u v.C'«: dissodarcd. In shon he builds up a 

profoundly origi~l c;linlc<&l picture. Tht hlnory of medjcim.>: Coln 
chereforc be ttg,)rdcd under .tt IC.tSt two .upccts. T he fi-rst is lhe 

history of illnt:!I.S~~. whi('h m~y dho~ppe•r, bt::come less frequent, 
re3.ppear or alter lhf.'h IOrm ;Kcording to the state of the society 

and the development of therdpt::utic methods. lntert\.,.· ined whh 

lhis h istory is the hlscory of3yrnptomacology, which sometimes 

precedes .-.nd somccimc.s fo llows c hanges in thtr<~p)' or in the 

n<\ture o f dise.\SC-'1: $)'ffiJHOill \ .ll'e, IMmed. l'en.:tme<l ilml•·egroupc:rl 

in \'arious wotys. Progress f1'f.lm this point of \'iew gc.~.nerallr mt.ans 
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1 Lcn·dcnty toward greater speciOch)·· and lndlcau·~,) ltrinC'mcnr 
of symptonutoJogy. (Thus t~ plagu<· .1nd ltJ>f'O~)' wen: more c:om· 
n-.on in chf' past nor only for historical ~nd soci.1l rc11ons but 

b«1u>e une ttnde<.lto group under tht.se he~ings '~riouJ. types 
o( discu~:s now classified .sep.a.rardy.) Great clinicl;;an.) .a.rc the 
lf'l".at~)t doctors: when ;a doctor gi,es h),. n~ to..,. iltn~ chis 

h a m.1jor lingui.slic ;;and semiologic;;al st~p. in~much ~.a proper 
rumc b hnkW to a gh·tn group of.sigo.s. tlt..lt i-s.. o ptoptr OOIM ,, 

ffkJJ< 1.0 wnnQfc ,;9111. 
Should we th\:rtfore da.ss Sade and Ma)oell .uno11g th~ gr.:.u 

<:llnicl.-ns? h i$ d inlc::uh to rre;).t $.ldi~m .1nd .n:.~chbm on 11, lcvd 
with the plague,lcprosy and Parkinson's di!l"ta~e; th~ word disease 
Is cle.-.rly inappropri,ne. Nevertheless, Sade Md Ma.JQCh ,,rcllcnr 
UllJ»rallck'<l configurations of sympto ms and sign$. In ool11lug the 
tcnu mlbochisrn, Krafft·Ebing w.1:1 gh•ing M;,soch Clttlil l{w h.w­
ing redefined ,\ d inic:al entity not merely in terms or the link 
between pain ami. sexual pleasurt'., but if\ ltrms of some.thin~;t more 
fi1nd:uncn1.1l connccn.'<l with bondage and humiliation (there are 
llmic-mg cue-~ of m.sochism without algobgnia and C\~n i!.lgol.lg· 
ni.l "'ic-hout m;;asochi.sm). t :\nother question we should .u.k is. 
whether M~ does not present~ symptoma10logy d\ott b mo~ 
f'f:0ncd ah,n SMie's in that it enables us co di~rimlnate bc:t"'C'C:" 
dl1turb.mcn \~hich "'-.:re previously n-gatded .a.:s Kknucal. In .my 
C"'\.C whcahcr ~de and Muoch arc ··~tienrs .. or clinid,uu or 

both, they arc also gTC".at anthropologists, of tht IJp( \\ tKn.e work 
~UCCC('d.i in cmbr.lCing a whole CQOCtptil)n or nllln, CUicurc .J.nd 
n.lturc: they arc also great artists in that they dis<:O\'crcd m:w forms 
of cxpre!$Sion, new w.lt~ of tNnldug .and f<-cllng an(l :.n entirely 
orighlall•nguage. 

In pl'inciplc, vioiC!.nce is some1hing th~t does 1'1<1! SJ>C.al., or 
~pca.k:J but littJc, while sexuality is something th:u- Is little: -'J)<)kcn 
:.bout. Sexual modest.>' CMUlOl be reiO'Ited to biologiC;JI fc.."'r, o th· 

erwis.c it would not be: forrnl'hued .'IS ic is: ""I am less affaid of 
being rouch~d and <':\'en of b<:i11g seen th3n of being pur inro 
word.).,'' Wh.at Is th(' mc.aning of the mc:-etmg of violence .-od <:f'.x· 

ualiry in soch cx<t.""~"'' .and .abundant b~ .tS thai of Sad~: •nd 
Ma.soch! fi<M• .1re \\e to KC'Ount for the ~iolenc bngwge linl.M 
with erotkhm? In .1 tel{t d.at ought to im·ill.iduc all theo~ rel•t~ 

ing $.lde to N'nls:m, CtOfJC:S Bau.ille expl.liM that the l.lngwgt" 
of Sade b p.andoxte.-1 h«ctuw fl ;s DMnlidlly tluu of a f'imm. Only 
the ~icrim c.1n de:\C'ribc torturt.:; the torturer nec:esS.lril) uses the 

hypocritic.al languAp.c of c,t.ablbhcd order and power. ''As a gcn• 
er.ll I'Ulc the torturer doc:~ not use the l.u)gu<lge of thf' violP.nct" 
exerted by hitn in du) n,lnl.,: of ;m l~~uabli!ihcd a.uthority; he uses 
the> bng,u.lge of the aUlhorhy .... T he ''ivltnt 1\W\ is ,yilfing Cf> 

keep quiet ami ccmnivt$ ,,c <:heating . . . . 'l'hus S.1dc's attitude is dia· 
merric:.lly opp<>scd co that of 1 he tOrturer. \\>'hen S."'de w1·hes lu~ 
rcfl.tscs to cheat, but hu :.urlbuu:s hi!' (tWn auitvdc to people -who 
in real life could only h:.ve bct!n silent •nd u~ them to m3ke 
sclf·concradicto r)' ~ta.tem\:nts to t>ther people.."2 

Ouglu "t ro conclud~ that the languige of Masoch is .:quaJiy 
parado:dcal in this inst.aiU,."< ~use tht- vi<;;tim spe.ah the bn· 
~oe of the IOttufN he- Is to hinudf. with all tht hypoc:::rhy o( 

the tonu~r? 
What h l.oo"n .H poroogr.aphic literature is a litc-ra.tur~ n.·· 

duce<l to a rcw impcnthQ (de> chi), do th~t) foiiO"·ed by obscene 
descnptiom. VioltnC(' and croticbm do meet. but io a rudimen· 
ury f.uhion. lmpcrathl:S .Jbound In th-.: wor'l of $."Ide .md M.uoch; 

they are h~uc:d by tht cruel libertine or by despotic woman. 
l)escription" also 11bountl (.although the function of the; <!~scrip· 

tions as well il'i the llilltlre of I heir obscenity are srrikingly dill~r· 
c;1ll in d'l(' 1wo auchors). It woukl appear that both for Sadc . .md 
fo r Masoch l.,ngungc ·~adH;l) iu r,.u significance when it aces 
di1·ectl)' (Ill the \C:nscf.. S:.tle'!l 'fhc One HvndrwJ on<l Tw.:my IXJ)'.t Qj 
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S01/om hinges on c.ales told to the l ibt'rtlna by ••women chm­
nicl~:"r~ ... .tnd In principle th~ htrm:":S may not u.kc: any inhlath·e 

in .anticip.ation of these tales. Words arc .u cheir most powerful 
when chq- compel the body tO repeac 1h.t ~n,cnu chcy sug­
gnt. and .. ,he stn$ltions communicated b) I he: cu nt the most 

cnjo)·ablc .and~~ the keenest imp;l0 ... 1n Ml'SOCh's tile .as well 

~ in his OctiOC'I, to--e aff~rs UC": ~"~'S sci in motion by ;1!nc>n_y­
mous leuers, by the usc of pseudonyms or by ,acl,·ertiientcnts in 

ntwspa,)('rs, They must be regu1ued by contrxu thu rorm.a1it.e 
.and \'erb.tli:r.e the bcha\·ior or the l~f1nen. (\'C::I')'thlng mus.r be 

SUited, pr<nnised, announced and carefully dt'.:SC;'rihcd before bdng 
accomplished. 1-!owc•..-er, the work of Sa.~.! ~: .-nd M.uoch cannoc 
be rcgar~t:d as pornography; it merits the more c~olted tide of 
hpornology" hcc::~use its erotic l <mgu<~ge c.1nnot be reduced ro 1hc 

elerncnt.lr)' functions of ordering .md dc:;o·ibing. 
With S;tde ,..,e witness an astonish ing dcve lc>t)lncnt or IIH~ 

tlemonstrativc usc: of language. l>cmonslr;Uion as a hlgh~r func:­
lion or l .)llgu.~age rn~kes iu appeuance b~cwcc:n u:qucn<:e$ or 

de)cription, while rhe libertines are resting. ur In the inu:rval 
bet\"ten c"o comrnotnd:s. One ofthe libcrdn('S will re.a<l 0\lt a 
Kverc p.~mphlet. or expound inex~u~tiblt thc:orlcs. or dn.ft ~ 
CC'mlhution. Ahermth-ely he nvy .g_r« lo hold .a convtrSoltlon 

OC' a discussion with his \ict_im. Such rnomcnt) an: lrtquent, p3-r· 

ticubrly in }unin<. where each of the heroine's tortuf"f~ u~ be.r 

a;: .1 lisu:nc:r and confidante. The libertine may put on an .-cr or 
1rying ro oonvinct and persuade: he ma)' C\'Cn prosely1i1e and gain 
new recruits (as in Phi/QSi1ph}' in the &droom). But the lntc·nrlcm 

10 ct>rwince is merdy apparent, fOr no1hing is in ract mort alien 
to the lladin than rhe wish to Cl>n\·incc, to pcr~uadc, In llhOI'l w 
<:duca(c. He is interested in $01nCt hing <Jt•il.: diO'c;rcJH, name!)' 
co demonscratc: lh;t.t re<"~soning itsdfb a fonn of\·iolenc<', i.U'llllhat 

he it on 1he side of ''iolcncc. howe\'Cr c3lm .. nd logiClll he may 

TUII I.ANC.VAOC Or SADe: AHO MA~<IC"' 

be. He is not c,·cn .ltttrnptln~ to prove anything. to anyone. lJut 
to perfom•.) tlemonnrJtlon rtl.ated es.sot"ndally to che solitude and 
omnipotence ot lb author. The point <>f 1he exercise is to show 

dwt the dcmom.tr~don Is idemial to v-iolen«. It foliO\\"$ that the 
reasoning does not have to bt- sh.ln:d b)' the person to whom it 

;, addrc:sK:d my more than ple»u~ is munt to be sN.rOO by th.e 
object fn>tn "'hich It;, dt::·rh't'd. The xu or violence inOictcd on 
tl~e ' 'icdms are a mere rcOc:ction or a higher form or "iolt.l~« to 
which the dtmOn$tUI ion tt\tif'its. Whether he is among his 

~ccompJiccs or among hi~ ' 'iCtimll, ~ath libertine, while Mg~g.ed 
in reasoning. I§ co.ughl in 1 he h('l mel ic ci••c1e <>f his own 501itude 

;tod uniqueness - c\'C:n 1r the: 01rgu mt:nt.1tion is the same for o\11 
the libertine~. In e\•ery rtspcct , as w(' $hall sec::, the sadistic 

"instructor" st<'lnd:\ il' contrast to the masochistic ''educator." 
J lc:re, ag.ain. Bllhlill(' sny~<·fSolde: " It is a language which rcpu· 

diates 30)' r<:l.11 ionllhit> b-etween $pcaker amlaudicnc.e." Now if it 
is true tlt.at thill languJge is ll1(' .\upremc real iMtic;m of a dcmon­

st.r~Ci\'e function to be found In the relation bctw~en violc:nce and 

eroticism. then chc other .npoct, the la.ngu3gt: of i mperati~ .1nd 
description~ . .1ppc.ln in .1 nc:w light. ll still rt'mains. but in .m 

entirely dependent role:, steeped in the demon5ttati\-e element • .lS 

it "-ere. lloating in it. T~ df'(ripcions. the: attitudes or the bod­
ies, arc merely Iinne d"anms illustf'aung the. ~inable descrip­
tions; smtilo\rty che iml)tuthif'S- unered b)• the HbertinC"S an: like 

dle St.ltcmcnU. or problems ~rc:rring hac:);. tO the ntOc'e funda.!Utn­
t..J chain of )o~t.lbtic theor('.n~: " I h~'e dcmonscrated it theorc:ti• 

ca11y," !>.1-)'S Noirccuil, "let tu now put it to the test of practice." 
\\'e han.: therdvre l(J distlngtllsh two (;\etors constituting a 

duallaogv.<1ge. The first , che Imperative and descripti"e factor, 
rcprescnl-s the pcrJt~n(lf dcmcn1; It ditec1s and d escrihc:s rhc per• 

sonal violence of 1 ht Mdht as well .u his incli\' idual tastes; tht: 

second and higher f.letor represents the impt'f'SQJWil~lemcnt in sad-
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b m and identifies chc impcrsonill violence with an Idea of pure 
rc:a:;on, with a tcrril)'ing dt:mon$tr:~ lion C<~p;tbl<.~ of subordinating 
the flrsl deme•)t. h) Sade we discover a surprising ,lffi nity wi.th 

Spinot.3 - d naturalistic and mcchanis1·ic appro3ch imbued with 
the mathematical ~pil•i t . l11is. ,1C('.Qunts fOr the end le$ •·epecicions. 

1 he reltt::mtW quantitative proces.~ of muhiplying illl•Strations and 
adding victim upon victim. "gain and again rcmtcing rhe tho~,. 

S<'IJHJ <:irde:; of an irreducibly solit.\ry .;lrgtul)tnl. Kraffc·Ebing 

scnserlrhe essenti<'ll natutt of such a process: '"'In cen.1in C<~Ses ll1e 
p<'rw nal dement is almost cnlircly .lbsent. Thl! subject gees s<~x­

ual c;njoyment from b<'ating boys and girls, h~tc the purely imper­
sonal dement o(his l>c; tvt~rs ion is much more in evidence .. .. 

W hile in most ir)dividuals of chis t>'PC the f(::el ings of jJ<>wer are 
experienced in rel.uion to specific perwns. we .are dc.1ling here 

\\' ilh <'I pro nounced form of sadism opcl'.l(it'f! to <'I g reat extent in 
geographical and m.)tlh~lll~ l i C<'I I:Nitlerns."~ 

In the work o f Ma.soch ch<:re is .1 :similar transcendence of the 
imperative and the des<:d1>th•e toward a higher func1 iOll. Sue in 

this case it is all persuasion and ed~,c~t ion. We are no longer in 
the pre-sence of:~ torturer SeiY.ing u po n a \'ictim .and enjoying ber 

111! t•tl' more because she is uncouseoting and unpersuadcd. \V<> 
are dealing insteMd with <t \'iCtirn in search of a t<u<tur~r ancl who 

nee..J~ co educate, persuadt~ .tnd c<u)clude a.n alti.1ncc with the 
torturer in order lQ realir.e the strangest of schemes. This is whr 

ad\·ertisemt·nts arc pan of 1he language of masochism while.: 1hey 

have no pl ;~ c::~ in cru~ :sadism, and why 1:he mJsochist d raw$ up 
contracts while the sadist ;:~bomir~1le.s and destroys them. The sad· 

isf is in no:;ed of institutions, the masochist of <::ontrach•al rda· 
tions. The middle .ages distingu ished with consider3b)e insight 

between two types of commerce with lhe devil: the fi rst rcsulced 
from possession. the ~econd from a pact of alli.)..llCe. The sadist 

1hinl<s i11 ttrtllS ofin.stitution,tli?.e<l possession, the masochisl in 
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terms of contracted aUianee. Possession is the s:.tdist's particular 
form o f madnc.ss ju:;t as the IX'ICt is the masochi.~t's. It is essential 
to the masochist that he should fa$hion the: wo man into a Jcspot, 
that he should persoadc her to cooperate ;~nd get her to "sign.'' 

1 (e is essentially an etlucator a•'d thus nms the risk il)heren\ in 
educatiOIHll underr;.kings. In all Masoch's n<;wds, the wo man, 

alth•)lagh p<:r!ou<aded, is still Wsic311y doubting, as though she \<tet't:: 

3fraid: she i$ forced co commit herSelf to 3 role 10 which she may 
pro,,e in~dequat<:, either by oveq>l<lying o r b>· falling sl•<>rt o f 

expectation:i. (n The DiV'()tf.ed \l~non, the hero ine complains: "Jul­
ian's ideal w;)s a cruel woman. a woman like Catherine the C ceat, 
hm ala!. I was cow .. rdl\' and we-ak . . • :• ln lhwr, \Vanda says: "I . . . . 
am afraid of t\Ot being capable of it. but for you. my bdov~d. I 

;~m willing to try/' Or <tg~ i l): ''lkware, I might grow tO c:njoy it." 

The eduCJlio nal ,mdcrtaking of M<asoch•s heroes, their sub· 

mission to a woman, the torments they undergo, <\te so many 

steps in thei•· climb to" ·,ud che Jdeal. The Divorud IYomon is .sub­
title<l ·rht' Coi1~~v of on ldwlist. Severin, the hero of Yl·n11$. l"akcs 
as a motto for h is doctrine of •<supc.rsensuaHsm .. che words o f 

MtphislOphelcs to Fau$t: "Tho\1 sensual, super.sensua1 1ihertinc, 

a little girl can lead chee by 1hc nose.'' (Ubo:ninnlit:h in Goethe's 
text doe.s noc mean " supersensitive" b(n ' 'supcrscnsual," ' 'S\•f>er· 

carn.1l ," in conformity w)th theological tradition. where Sirm­
llc"hkdt denotes chc: ftesll. sensualltM). h. i1< therefore not surprising 

chac m.lsochism i hould seek historical and cuJtural confirmation 
in mvstital ot icfealistic in itiation rites. The naked body of :~ 

wo1n~n c.tn o nly be cont('.mp)al"ed in a mptkal frame (Jf mind, 
as is the case in l~nu1. This fact i:i ilhJSlr<'H'.d more dearly :still hl 

The Diwm'~<l H'l:lmon, where the her(), Julian , under the disturb­

ing influcnt:e <Jf.., friend , desires for the firSt ~imc ro see his mis· 
tress naked. He begins by invoking t1 <•need" to "observe," bot 

finds r.hat he is overcome by 11 religious f<.'ding "'without anything 
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COI.ONC$$ ~lfD C~Util.tv 

.!oen~ual .1botJ1 it .. (we h.:we here ~he two b,ufc ~tagcs of fetishism}. 

I he t1oeem from the lwman body to the work of ~n .md rrorn the 

,,'Orl:. of ~rt to the Idea must take pl~ee undf:r the 1h)()ow or cht 

whil,· M.soch i$ mi~1ed by a dialecricJI Sl,iric. In lfnus tht .storv 

is ~~ in motion ~·a dream ch.at- occurS during o)n ime:nupc.ed re.w:i­
ing of Hegel. But the prim.ary inOuenec i1 thu or PLuo. Wh1le 

~e is spinozi~ and employs dernonsrruhe n-•JOn. Muoc:h i:s 
pl.uonic MK1 pt'OC«'<k by di~cc-cial im:.gln.acion. One ofMttSOC.h's 
Stories is t!ntided The LWe of PkJw and Wl.S ;u: th~ ortgm of his 

•dvcmurc with ludwig 11.• MJ$0Ch's rd.uion ro Pl,tto b c.,.id~ncc:d 
nor only by the Mecnt to the realm of the intelligible, but by thl!' 

w hole technique of dialectical rcvt!rsal. d isguise und rcduplicJ· 

lion. In the ad~·enturc with Ludwig II Ma~och dots 1101 know dt 

Hrst whethe r his corrc:spondent h a man or a wonu1n; he is not 

sure at the end whether he is o ne o r t wQ J>COJ>Ic, nor does he 

)mow durin.g the episode w hat pan his wil{:_ will pia)'. but he is 

prcp.)red for anything, a true di3.1ec:tid:..n who knows the oppor· 

I une moment and sei:.!es ir. Plato sh owed rhal SocralC'') tlj)j)Cotrrd 

to beth(' 10\-e.r but that fundamentally he- "'U 1h~ 10\'C.'d one. Like-. 

wise the m•$0Chis1ic hero ~ppears 10 ~educated .-ncl fbhionW 

by •he authoritiDan WOft.Wl when-as bask:-.illy it is he who forms 
h~r. dr~ ht'-r f~ the: ~r-t o~nd prompr.a: th~ hll'\h \'tOrds ~ 
.dctre.sJc".s to him. It ts the '\;crim who speaks rhrouah tht mouth 

ofhb tortun:r, without sparing hirnself. Dialtcric does not sim· 

ply mt~n dw: free interchange of discnune. but impllt:s transpo­

!hi<m.s or di1pl.acemems o( this kind, resulting In a SOtnt'. b(ing 

e n.l(u:d simult.mcously on several lc:n:fs with rc\·er)llls and rcdup· 
flcations in the a11ocation of ro les and discourse. 

l~ornologic.1J litcr~ture i$ ;.'limed above all at confi-ontlng fan· 

guo.~gc wid• its own limits, with what is in " ser1sc:. "ncml.mg~•age" 
(violence: 'h<at clocs not speak, eroticism th:.c rCnMin~ unspoken). 
llowcvcr this tasl.~ can o nly be ac;com1,fi~hcd by an internal ~plit· 

" 

ring oflanguage: d1C' impcrAth'C ~nd d('scripth·e f'-mccion must 

tr.lnsccnd itself loward ., higher runction. the ptrtOoal e-ltment 

turning by Jfn<'Cnon upon hself intv lhe impersonaL When Sack 
im'Ok:t-s a unh't'NI.lNI) tical Rc.uon to explain ~t which is nlMl 

puticular in ~in:. \\C mUi>t ncx merely ukc this~ a;dcnce dw.t 

he i:s a m•m or ttM- dghtccnth ce-ntury; p.trticul.arity .. nd I he cor· 

r~ing delusion muse .aho reprt$Cnt an Idea of pun: reason. 

Similarl) when M.l10Ch Invokes the di~leetiC.l1 spirir. the spirir 

or Mephictcnphelcs >lnd tNt of Pl.ato In one. this must nor mcrel)' 

be taken iL1 proof of hi~ rom.andcbm: here too partic.ul.uity is 5~('n 
re.Oectkcly in chc: lmpi:rliOIMI ltl~.-1 of the •lialectic.ll spirit. In 
Sade the imv~rative .md th:1cripcivc function of lMguo~ge tr:..n· 
sct r)dS itstlf IOWMd 11 pu•-e dcmollstr\l.th'e, instituting function, 

;)nd in Maroch tl,)WJrl.l ,, dialoctic.ll, mythical and persuaJiive rune· 

tion. T hC"SC' 1 w(l II'M'<:cndent functior's essenciallt c;harllcrcri:r.e 

rhe rwo pcr\'eJ1ionj, the)' ar(' twin "'-l )'S in which the monstrous 

exhibits itself in rcncct ion. 
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The R o le of D esc rip t i o n s 

Since the tr.tnsccnclcn• fUnction in Sad e is demonstrative and in 

Masoch <lialectlcal, the role Jnd 1 he significance of de~>cripti<uls 
;)I'C \'Cry d ifJC,·cm In each case. Altho ugh Sadc's desc riptions arc 

basically rclat<·d to the (unclion uf dem<>•lSl t.l t ioo. lhey are n~~·­
en-hele~s •·f"'.ll h·cl)' lndcp•·nd<•nt creations: they are obscene in 

thtmsdve$. SatJc c~nnQt <Jo without this p tO\'OC.i't l ive elemc-m. 
The <:a me Nll•\01 h~ 53id of ~bsoch. tOr while the grcau:sr obscen­

ity nuy undoubu .. "<fly lM:' pn:~nl in thre.t'$, ad\"ertiSt'ments or COil· 

tracts. it i, not ~ lleet\Sil')' condition. Indeed, the work of .\1.uoch 
ts on the.- whole commtndWJe for its unusual decem .. -,. The most 

''igilmt ('en)()r tould h)rdl) ule bception tO kii!J$:. unfas he 
\'\~re 10 queuion .. «"11n atmosphc::n: or ruffou.rion mel suspe~ 
which is a k.:atur.: of ;~II \la-soeh'" no•el~. In mmy or his 'iiOriti 

he h.l."> oo (limculty In p~ncing muochistic WltilSit::s .1:s though 

thc:y w<-n: inst.lncc~ of n.ulon.al eustom .and folklore~ or the iM()­

cem g.lme$ or chlldr .. n, or chc lrolics of a lo-.•ing \'\'Oman, or c''cn 

the demands of moralily omd p.attiuthm . T hus i 1\ the exciterntnl 

of \l. b.11l(l11CI, lhc nwn, fo llowing .\n ancient c ustom . drink out 

of the women's $hOc:il (Sapplto's Sl1pp.:r); young maid ens ask their 

swetth..-<~rts to 1>1'-')' :u b<•inc:, b<·.us or d (),gs, and harness chcm to 

little cu ts (1M f#lla of Sou/r);,. woman in lo\'e teasingly prt.te nds 
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tO U.)C! ~ documtm signed in bl"'nlt ~ her IO\'tf ( 1M Bla'* Pt~ptt ). 

In • morr Striou1 H."~in, ~ wom.m ~crlot, in order tO~~ her 
town. ~\.~ (() bt>o brought ~fore the: 11ub, $urTe.ndcn her hu.s• 

band 10 du:m J) a sla ... e and giv<'" h('l'\.('1( co the Pasha ( JM jud•th 
of 8Joh~pvl) . Undoubtedly In aU thc'c C.li>Cli 1he man derin:5 ll·o1n 

his ht•mili;~.tion a "secondary gain" whiell is specitlca11)· ma~o.;;h· 
istic. Ncvcrch('le~s. ,\otasoch :succeed' in f>refl:~llting a g«:at part or 

hill wurk on~ "reil.SSuring" note .md f'ind~ justirication for m.l$0'­
chistk ))(oh.a..,ior in tht- most varied moch.-cions or in the dem .. ndJ 
orr.tef'ul.and ~7ing.siu,t . .llic)ft). (s.dt', on tM other fund, coukl 

fool nobod) when he tried this mt'thod.) Con.st'Cfuently M.noc.h 
W,))' not. condemned .l:Uthor l>ut l rtu:<lllnd honor¢<~ one. Even 

rhe blatMHiy lnhochistic dcmcms in his work gained .tcccJ)I.lnCe 
as the cXp1'C'$IOn <•f Sl3vonic fo lklo•·c or of the spirit of Little 

Russia. I k Wll:t known"'~ the ·rurg<:nlcv of Little Rus.sia: he CO\Ild 

equ<~lly well h:.vc been comp.ucd w the C4'.>mtesile de SCgur! 

MHOeh did o £ cou~ produce ol )ombt'r counu:rVJn tu t•u:~t' 

'-rorks: 4¥-nu,. Tltor lfodttr of God. Tlw klvttUJHt of Yooth. 1M ll,wno 
of the Pwsrco. restor(' ~he origirw.l naor .tnd puril) of the rmi<>­

chislic •noth.)don. But whether the d<"SCriJ>tions ~n: rosy or sorn· 
l>er, t hey oalw:tpi bNr the Stam1> u( dc:cc:nC)'· We ne,·er sec the 

naked llc~d)' qf the woman tm1ur~:r : it Is 11lways wrapped in furs. 
The body of the victim remains in J scr:.ngc state of indctcrml · 

nacy exc~f>l where it receives chc b)Q\\'), 

I low c~n \\e xcount for these two kind' of .. displact'ment" in 

,\1.tsoeh ') cksc:ripriom? Wt: .tre led Nck to 1~ CJ1.1~CSrion : why due-s 

the dc:mon\.trati'-'t' function ofl.mgu.age in Sade imply obscene 
de:sctlptiOnlo, while A1asooh 's dN.Icctic'•l funcr ion s.ee.m~ to exclude 
them or at ICi)t not ro treat rhcm as e)sential elements? 

Underlying 1 he work of S.1de is ncgat ion hl its broadest .1nd 

deepest Stlhc. llerc we m~1st <lisllnguhh between cwo level$ !Jr 
negation: neg.uloo (tbt ncgatlvc:.) .u ~ part iJI process and pure ,. 

ncgolCion ~ ~ rouliUng l<k~. 'f'hes.t two lf'\-els correspond to Sade'$ 
distinction btcwctn two ootwn, tht impt)(Un« of which \\~ 
shoo.-.·n b)' KIO\!inwsl:i. S«:ond.uy n~turc is bound by iu own 

rules •nd iu own laws; it i$ pcr\'&dc:d by che negative. but not 
ev4:rythinA In ir is n<.--garion. Oestruetlon is n\erdy the u.:ver~c of 

cre.at1on tmd cll:mge. dis.or<lcr h anochc•· !Orm of' order, .1nd the 
<lecompo"ltion of death is c<1ually the composition of life. ·r he 
ncgotdv.:. h nll·per'"·asi~-e. bur the procc~5 Qf death and dc:s.tnJetlon 
rh~t it rcpr~rs is only~ ~rti.al proct"S.S. tlcnct' thediwppoint• 
m<'Ot Of d~ SJdistiC hero, r~ed with ~ ft,UUfe which seem) tO 

Pf'0\-4' to him 1hat rhe perfect crime is impossibk: "')'6, I abhor 

N~ture." J!,•en the thought that other people's pain gi\'C~ him 
pl~surt dorfl nor comiOrt him, (or thh ego·satisfacdon ,,~~,~rc.:l )' 

means dun the negative <:a11 be .lchlevtd Q 1lly as the l"eVI.:I'$C o f po~· 
ith ·ily. 1 ndh•idu;,.~ion, no lc55 than tht prc.scrv;uion of a reign or 

a specie$ :u-e process~:$ that testify co tile t\art<lw limi(s or second· 

;uy n~ture. In oppositi.on to this we Ond eM notion of prim.uy 

n.atu~ ~nd pure negation dw.t ~rridc all ~igns ~ an .... '"· fr« 
C\'Cn frorn 1he necessity to (.::C"Ute, pf('~n·e or indittidwtc. Pure 
ncg~1ion ne:C"ds no foundation ~nd is beyond all foundat ion. a pri· 

mal dcllrh•m, an o riginal and tJmcless chaos solely composed ol 

wilc:l '"'d b ee rating molecules. In the words o f the Puj)C: "'l'he 
criminal CJJ)Jblc of overthrowing th<: three re31ms ;,tt on.;;c b)' Jnnl· 
hila ling 1hcm along with their productive capabilitit:$, i.s the ont" 

who wUI tu~ sel'\·ed Nature bt:u." But In point off~ct thi.s origf .. 

rwJ nature unn<>l be ginn: ~1) n.uu~ ~lone: m.UCS up the 
world of upe:rience. n1d ncg•tion i~ on1y ~~r gh-en in the plr~ 

tial prOCot))es of the oegMh'e. 1'ht"rdore original natu~ is ntec~· 
S<lril)' the object of an Idea, and pure negation is a delusion: but 

it is a d i.: lusion o f rea:.on itself. Hlltion:~li~m is not grafted onto 
d 11: work o fSacle; it is rather by :.n Internal necessity tltac he 

c~·olvc.s the idea of a ddusion, uu exorbit.l:nce specific to rc,.!ion. 
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It is iltlJWr tanr lO note that I he d isl inction between the t wo 

na11.1res corrcspor1ds to and is the lCnuHJ,n ion of tf1e d isth,<:tion 

between the two clements. the persona) cle me,H w hich embodies 

the power o f neg.uivicy and represents the w,1y in \\'hich the sadh-. 

ric ego srill l>att icip.lles in ~ec.on<lary narurc: anc.l re produces i ts 

acts o f vio ltnce . and the impersonal d ement w hic l• relates to 

primary na1ure <1nd the d e lusion.l l ide.a of negi'l tion . • 1nd reprc · 

sencs the way in whid1 the sad ist negates S('<:ond.lr)' nature <JI¢ng 
•vi(h his own efJC. 

In flu· Onto lluru)r.:d and "liwnt;.•' Da)'t Qj Sodom the libcn ine 

M<l tts that h~ finds excitement no1 in ''what is he re," b1.H in " wh .. u 

is no t here ," rhe .1bsent Object, "the idea of e vi l.'' T he ide ;. of 

1 ha t which is not, rhc: idea of the 1'\'o or of negation which is nOL 

g ivc:n .md C<mnor be given in e.-.;pcrie nce must necCS$aril)· be tlu: 

o bjec t o f a de.mon.st ra1ion (in the sense that a rnathc:m;)t ical crurh 

ho lds good e ven when we .ue aslee p and e \·cn ifi1 doe-s nol exist 

in nature ). Hence th~? rage and despair of the .sadist ic bero w hen 

he rv,..1li7.c:s how p3h-ry h is ow n crimes are. in rd .u ion co 1he id ea 

which he <:<In .o nly reo'l<'h through the omnipotence o f reasoning. 

He (ll'e ams of a r.mivcrs.ll, imperson.)l crime, o r a.s Clai•·wjl purs 

it , a c rime "whic h i$ perpetually d lC<:tive, even when 1 m \•self 

ce.l$<; tV be e11¢.cti\'c. so that there will not he a :single mo1~ent 
of my Jif(:, even whe n I am aslet:p, w hen J shaH not be the cause 
oi some distutbancc.'' 1"he t<Jsk of tlle libertine is 10 br-Mge the 

gulfbet ween the l.:wo demerus, the: c:lernent ac his actual disposal 

and the d ement in hi:; m ind. the de rivativt ~nd the o riginal. the 

pe rsonaJ <md the irn pc•·sonal. T he system e xi>Ounded lw Sa int· 

Fond (whc:re Sade develops most fully the ide:<~ o f a pur:: d elir­

ium oi reason) asks under what conditio ns •·,, f>.lrt icul.w 
1
xaj0, /J' ' 

produced in setond.wy nature ntJvld n«tStarily rtl-etbc'rot~ and " rrr>' 

Juce it~'Cij od ~rifit~iwm in primary n~ture. This is the d\le to 1·he 

me<lr)ing of rtpetich·en~:ss in S\lde':; wri1 ing and of ()J(' mon<)tony 
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o f s.tdism . In r>r,lCl iec , how<wer, the libertine is co nfined to illus­
crJ I ing h is to tal d emonstration with p.Utial ind uctive pr<x:cl$t:; 

borrowed from socond3ry n.n ure . He c<~nnot do more th.:m aced · 

er.u e and condense the m otions or p;m i.al vio lence. I lc <~<:hitves 

che ,\ccdcr<~tion by rm.1hiplying the numbe r o f h is 'lictims and 

chcir su!Tt~rings. T he com.len.sation on 1 he: orher h<Jnd implies t l•at 

,-jole ncc ntuSt rlOI b~ clissi1>atcd under tht' sw·<~y ofinSI>ir.)rion or 

impu lse, o r C\'en be gon;rned by the ple<Jsurcs it might aO'onJ. 

since those pleasure& W<)nl<l srill bind him to ~eCQIHI3 •')' ~ ~.m1re, 
but ic muse be e.~tcrdsed in cold LJood , ,\IHJ conde nsed by this ve.ry 
coldnc.ss. the coldness (,r dc:mollstrative reason . He nce the wc:ll· 

known tJI)OtliJ t">f the l ibe rt ine, the sdf-<X:>Iltro l of the pomologist, 

with wh ich Satfe COntr.lStS the deplorable "c:nthusi\l.SI'tl ,. o f the p•>r· 

nogr31>h<;r. £mhusiasm Is prcdsdy wh3( he d islikes in Rf!t if. and 

he couhl rightly say (as he 3l w.t )'$ d id when justifying him.se.Jf pub· 

licly) that he at lc:<Jst had no t de pic ted \"icc.: .1s pleasant or gay but 

.u .lp.Hhctic. T his apathy doe:.'i of course produce inte.ose plea-s· 
ure, but t•h im.Hcly it is not the pleasure o f ;)n ~go particiiMting 

in secondary naw re (even of a crimiJlal c;go participating in a c1·im· 

ina I nature), bu~ on the contr.ary d l(' plt'dStl roe of n egating naru•·c 

w ithin fhe ego .md o utside the ego, 3nd nega1ing the ego itself'. 

It is in short the ple~s~m~. o f d cm onsrrath'e re.-tSO•\ . 

1 f we consider the means available to the sad iH for conducting 

his demonsuation, it t~pp('.'II'S rhar the demonstrative ftu)<;:t ion sub­

ordinates the dc:;<:riptiw functio n, ;~ccelerales and co ndenses it 

in a c<:mtrollcd ma nner, but (:.lnnot by any means d ispense ;,•ith 

it , The desc ript ion:; must be precise both qualitt~ livdy and quanti· 
tatively .mel must he<Jr on two are.)S: crud actions and disgusting 

actions, bo th of which .)rc fOr chc cold -blooded libtM'Linc e(1ual 

sourees of pleasure. In 1he words of the monk Cleme nt in jus1inc: 
' ' "\Ou have bet·n arrested by 1 wo irregularities yo t• howe noticed 

in us: you are ~sroni$hed fhat some of our com p.tnions should be 



ple.tSanlly .sdmul~te<l by nw.ttcn commonly held to be fto:tid or 
impure • .and you .)re similarll SU"J>tbcd thu ow \'Oiuptoous f.ac~ 
ulties can he pow~rfuUy e-.xcited by ~c«tons which. in your YiC"\'. 

bc:~r non!.' but che emblem offcroc••Y·· . .''ln OOth Ci.sc.s il Is 
through 1hc il)(cnncdiary of d escription :llld the accdcr,lting • .md 
condcn~ing t:ffi:ct o f Ytpetidon tlun the demonst~dve function 

<\Chicvcs ilt Strongest impact. Hence II would appc<lr lh(lt the 

obsc('nhy of the de5.cript1ons in SatJc is grounded in hi.s whole 
conception o(thc nqarive and of nq;.uion. 

In Bc]...J dw ""-' frrnc;p1t F.eud distingui"'<d be"'= the 
life imc-incu ~nd the: denb inst~nc:u, froi -1nd Thw.nos. But an 

order to undersund this disrinction we mus1 nuke a further .md 
more: profound d istinction between the death or desttucth·c· 

in$1 incu and the Death Instinct. ·rhc fo1'mC'1' <'Ire actually gi.,.en 
or exh ibited In the: 'moorucious, bu1 .1lwav~ in combil\i'ltion with 

' 
I he life: insrincts; this combinOltlvn or chc death instincts with 
Eros has it were rhe p~condition of the .. present<ltion" of 

~tos. So tNt destruction. ~nd the neg~th·c M work in destruc­
tion, ~·"~)'$ m~nif"escs itself .s the other Lee: or construction ~nd 
uninadon u go\·emed by dle 1>leuun:: prinC-iJ>le. This i5 \he )en~ 

in which rreud i$ able to state th.-( we do 001 find a No ( JHH..., 

negation) In the unconsciO\IS, since o~l l OPJ>OSites coin<::ide there:. 

By comrast when we speak or the Oeol'h losthlct, we ,·ciCr t(l 
T hanatos, the absolute negation. ·1 htln:.to:s as such C.'lnoOt be 

g;vtn in psychic life. e''<'n in the unconscious: it is. ~s .. reud 
pOinted 011t in his admir-able text, ~ntially siJenc. And )-.:t we 

must spe.&.l of h for it is a dctermu\&blc: l)(inciplc.. the foundl· 
tion and e-.-en more: of psychic life:. Everything depends on it. 

though <~J freud po1nts o ur. we can only 6J>eak of ic in specula­
tive o r nl)'thlcol cennt. 

T he dhllnccion bcc,,:een the ..le.1th or destructive in$tinc t11 .md 

the Dc~th ln~tincr ~ems in race to corre1pond to Sadt'sdininc· 

)0 

tion ~c"-ecn the two n.J.turn or the two tltments. Tbe: ~iJtic 
hero .lppc:~ tO h.r."C': set hirmdf the c.uk or chin\dng OUt the I)Nth 

lrutinet (putt negation) in~ dc-monfitn1ti\~ fOrm, md Uunly .1blt 
tQ achic·ve this by multiyl)·ing ;md comlc•uing rhe activihc:,. of 
<:Ompont•nl n~·g:u ivc or destructive in~tincts. But the qt•estlon 

now o11 b(t whether there is noc yet :u1oti\C'r " methocl" bcsidc11 the 

speculative Jadiuic one. 
Freud h;;t) an•lp..ed form$ (Jr rcshunce "'hich in various w~y' 

impl) "ptOCtS$ or diSl\·ow.a) (lttDdn.tmg. Vn.~tfung. i~tk"Snung: 
l.ac:.an h.Ji ~ the signiftcan« o( t~ of these terms). h m'gtu 
seem th~c a dlsa, .. o•.nl is. gc.ncn.ll)' )pc:~king_. much mOf'C ~upert"i· 
ci.J.I tho11n 1 negation or e'-en ;11 p.miolll dl'Sti\ICtion. Rue this is not 

so, for it r<·pl'esenu .m entirely d ifl'crcnt operarion. Disa"owd 
should pcrhnps be undtrSwod as the pOillt of depam1re (Jf :Ul Op<: r-­
atio•' th3t C(llll iSts neither in ncg.ttinp. M l' even destroying. but 
rather In udically conte:sting the v.a.lidh)· of lhat whi-ch is: h )U$• 

pend> belief il'l •nd neorrali1es che gi\en in such a \\~)·that • nc" 
hori1on optmo up lMryond the: gi'1:n .and in place of it. The de~ 
cumple gtven by Freud is fetishi)m: 1he fetish is the image or 
sob51iCulc of the female. phallu!>, that is the means by ·which w~ 

deny thiH the woman lads a penis. 1 h<' rNi&.hi$t's choice of a fet· 

ish Is detcnnloed bv che last obfcc:t he saw as a chilcll>efOI'I.' 
bc..-cornina aware of the missing p(!ni.) (:.~hoe, for example. in tht 

e.t.Se or .1 glance directed from the fee t upward). The con11t.t.nt 
return lo thl1 obj«t. this point or dtpotrture. enables him 10 ""'I~ 

id-1te lhe edstenc:e of 1he ~.an 1h.n ls in dispute. The fcti>h is 

thc~fono: no• .. symbol at ~1. but&) h wen= ;l r~en. atre$(ed. '"'Oo 
dimen,.ionill image .. a pOO\ogr .. ph to which one rerums repc.atc:dl) 
10 exorcise tht dangerous consequence$ o f mO"o·ement. the h,um· 

ful dlsc:ovcries that result from ~J>Ioratlon; it rcpr<~cnts the: I an 
point11t which it was still possible to bclitwt· . •. . Thus it.>J)peors 

th.it fct i.shhm is first of aJI .a..Jisav<JW,II ("No, the woman docs n()t 

)I 
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lack • penis .. ): 1«ondly it i~ .11 cle~nsh-c: neutr-alb~tion (sine<', con· 

mtry to wh.\1 happens wtch n~gacion, the knowledge: (lr the silu• 
~tion as i\ h1 pcrsisb, but Inn sw:pendcd. neucr.lflr.ed rorm); In 
the t hird j)Llce i t is a prutcc:t h·e and ideali1ing ncurr.'l l izatio n 

(for chc belief in.\ ftm~lc ptt..lluo; is itself t~tpcrl<!nct'd ;u a pro­

test of the kkill.lgainst the ~.'II; h t<":m.ains wspendrd or neutr;ll• 

i~.d in th(' idul. the bctt~r to shield itself agalnq the l~jnful 
awarenes~ of I'Cality ). 

Fcrhhhm. ~s d efined by the process of d isnv()wal and st•sp·cn· 

sion Qf btll('fbelongs tsscnciJIIy to masochiJm. Whcrhtr ir also 
h;U a plac~ In s.Wism is • \'ct')" eompltex question. TheTe is no 

doubt that many gdisdc murders a~ .lCcompanicd b) ritual~ •• 
when the viccim's d othcs ,ne corn witho ut any c:vitlc:ncc of a ~trog• 

g le . Bul ic i~ i'l mhhlke to d1ink of the rcla1 ion o f rho fetishist to 

the fetish In tNrns of s.-dom:t«~-ehisric ,ltnbiv.lltnce: it le.-ds tM> 

c-.lsily to th~ c:~ation of .a ~domii:«Xhistic entit). We should not 

con~ • .u i~ ~ ofren dOne. two\~ dil're~nt types of ,·tolmce. 
.a. potenti..ll ,.Jolence tow.1nlthe fetish itself. ~hd a \'IOiencc which 

arises vnly In connection with du: choice and COolitit\.ltion of the 

fetish (a'> h• h.nlr despoiling).s In our opinion fc.: tlt hlsm onlv oct:urs 

in $.0t<Ji.Sm in a sc:cond-lry <and di1torred sens.c. It i:c (li\'teSt~d o f itt 
~mnti.1l r~l.ltion to di~\·ow41.1 .lod suspense .1nd 1>.wc:s into the 
ror.ally different context or neguhity and oeg .. tion, " 'here ic 
become$ an .lg<'nt in the: sadi)rrc process of cond('n:\al ion. 

On the Other h.1nd there colin bf' no ma.sochi$M without fet· 
ish ism in the: primary sense. The way in which Masoch delincs 

his ideal ism or "supersensu..1lhm" c:eems .a.t fiNt sight nther trl\'· 

i.a.l. Why bcll~e in rhe ide..l o( a perfect "'Wid~ Hks Mo~~$0Ch in 
Tbe DtrotetJ ltOrt)On. What we need to do is to ''put on wings" 

and csc.'lpt huo the wc;wkl of drl."ams. f-Ie does no t bdicve in ncgat· 

ing or d estroying tl1t world nor in idcali7.i11g ic: what he d oes is 

to d isa\•()w O'l nd thus ro suspt•nd ic, in order co :cecure ~n ide-al 

) 

which b ilsdf suspend~ in f.:tn1asy. He qu\!)lions the n.hdlt)' of 

cxisling rN ii l)' in 0 1der tO Cl~~te a pl•re ide~l reality. an o pcr;ulon 

wll\c.h Is perrcctly in line with the judic:lnl spirit of masoc hism. 

1c b not surprising d1.1t 1 hie; process should lt.ld strajght into fct · 

ishism. The main ubjec.u or (etishhm in Masoch•s life .1nd '~ork 
arc run. shoes. the whip. the str.ange hdn1eb that he liked 10 

~dorn women witl,, or the various disgubes such as \\·e Ond in 
ltnus. 1"he scene mcntiMto'<l carlie.l' fr<>m l11~ DuYJrud W&mon lllus· 

trolu;s tile .split that vcc.:urs in fetishism and che COI1'esp<:mding dou• 
blc "su'lpcnsion": on the one hand the ~ubj4.."<:t is aw;uc o f rc:•llry 

but su~pend.s this awa~nd.S: on the othtr the s.ubject clings to 
hi) ide.-1. There is .a. dtsirt for scieotiOc 0~1'-ation, and 'ub~­

quently a state of mJ!Iical cont·cmplation. 1·hc masoclliStic proc .. 
cs..~ of dl'-l\'()w:)l is so cxton~h·e that it .tll'ccts sexual pleasure ltsc:lf; 

pl«:.burc i:s postponed lor u long as possible ll.lld is thus d.i.$<1 \'0\"''<1. 
The nu10Chist i.s therefore o1ble to deny the rulity of pla1ure 011 

dx ,-cry poim of cxpcriencing it, in order 10 klentify with tM 
.. new J.C)(I~$ m;~n." 

In Masoch's novels, i1 I\ 1 he moment:s o f $uSp·ense ti1M a.re the 
d im:lCIIC momentS. It is no t:xaggcr.ttiu•• to :say that MMoc h \V.lS 

the fint novelist to m.&ke u'<e of sospense .u <'Jl essential ina;rc:di­

cnt or romantic fiction. This is JM"IJ because the ma:soc:.hh:tic 
rit6 of tonure .and sufrtri11g imply actual J*')~ic•l Sllspl:ru:1on (tM 
hero is hung up. cruc.IOcd or suspended), but ;'!}so bec.lUS¢ 1he 

womon ronurcr frce..:e11 ln~o poslUres th,u idc.ndfy lu:ll' with" 
statue . .', ;a painting o r a photograph. She SUij~nds her gesturt5 in 
the ~t of bringing dol.' n che whip Or retnoving her furs: her m~­

ment is arrested as she: turns ro look jl h~rsdf in .a. mim>r. As 
we shjJI '<ee, these " photographiC' .. )(en..:s, lhese ~nectc:d and 

a.tr<::itl,'d images are or chc gn:atcst signiOcance bc:uh from ~he gl'n· 

cr.ti i)Oint of ' ' iew of m~.:;och ism and from the: panicular point of 

view of the art of ~lasoch. They are on~ or hi~ Cteath·e contrilJu~ 



tluns co th~ now•l. The $01rne sctne.s .)T(' reenacted .u ''·•riou~ lc,·· 
~h in a sort of frott:n progrn.ston. Thu..1: tn li-nus thfo ley scene- of 

the "'()rtun tOrturer i£ •magintd. 'iiOtg_.,J 1nd cnancd in earnest, 

th<' roles shift ing fro m o ne c:h.lt,\Ctc r m 11n0Lher. Thf' aestlwtic 

. md dra.n:wdc SU$p:nst' of Ma:s<Kh COf,trut'\ with the medwntcal, 

t,;umularh·<' ~peritiQn ofSadc. We should nore here that th(' "" 
of suspense nlways p l.lCes us o n ch~ side o f tlu: victim .1nd lurces 

U$ co id~nd(y " ·ith him. "herc'..S che gatht-ring momehtum o( "~.,. 
tdtion ttnciJ {()fore(' US o nrothe Si<.Jt or the tOI1tlrer .10d 111:1ke 
us ldentif)• with 1 he sadis(i(- her'(), Repel idon d<Jc.s occur in tn.ts· 

cx;hism, but h i-s toully diff~nl from wc:lhcic repetilion: in »de 
it I~ a func1iun of a.ccde~tron ~nd condc:ns;u ion and in Ma\.C.tt:h 

It is ch~r..lC tf'rft.cd by cite "frozen" <jual ity .lnd the su~opcnse. 

We are~· in • po'ltion co account for the~ o( oiY,(;.ene 
d~riptiont in the work or l\1b0Ch. The function of the de)Crip· 

til)ns su b$iStll, but orny J>OtcrHiJI ob:;cenlty is d hJ,•owc:d or sus­

pcn<ltd, b)· displacin& rhe de.Kriptioru tither from the obj~ct 
ihelf to chi: 'erish, or from on<' pan of d u: objt<:t to anoth(:l' J):trr, 
or 4g"in fi·orn one ·l.Sf>~Ct o f the &ubjec t 10 .1norher. W h;.t rcm.1ins. 

is .11 stnngf! "'nd opprcs.she atmOJphete. like~ skid) perfume per· 
mc:.tting the 'u)pen~ and resi~tlng all di~placement!l. O(Ma.svch 

i t ('an be o;ald, a~ it <:A M ot be ofS-ade, ch•t no o ne h.as ever bc:en 

$0 br with so little otknse to d«:cnc:y. rhh. ~)us to ~noc.hcr 

upecr or Ma~h's art: he is a 1nurer ol 1ht atmo~phcric nC)\'(•1 

and the a rt <Jf suggestion. The Je,•tting s i 1\ Sad(:, the r.a<Jtles inh.ab­

h td by hii heroes ~rc wbjec:t to the brut.JIIaws of darl:nt"S.s .tnd 

l1g1u that ~cc:ler.)t~: t ht' g~:stlJI'(S of their c• uel occup•ms. The 
s...: ttings in M.1soch. w ith their hc.wy tapt!l:cries. their cluttcr~d 

intimacy. their boudoJrt l.nd cl~ts, cn:.uc .t chi~f'O)CUR) where 

the only things that cmetgl' ~re Mt!:pended gcsmres aud suspcn(lcd 
~ufrcring. 6och in their art and in thd r lan~ui'lge Mawch .md ~de 
arc- tC)(aiJy dilftorent. let us try to summ.arb.e the dlf'ftrencel ~ 

J• 

fM: in the work ofS•dt:, impcruives and description-. trilru.c:t=nd 

tht-msehf''i to,qnJ th.c hig_hC'r functiOn of df'mOn~tr~tion: 1he 

dernc:mstr.u h·c func tiOrl is b~scd o n \U)i\'trs<~lrwft.lli vit)' as an 

.1cch·c prOC~iS, :and on uni••ctlloll negation as an hi~:.~~ ur pur~ re.l'· 

~n; it op:rates b) consen·ing 1.nd ICC-dt'r.lting Lhe descripttons • 

which Jrc ow·r13id with obJcCllh y. In tin: work <•r M.tsoch, ilnpcr­
acive$ antJ descripth'U\S 3ko achic\·c a crJn)(;endcnt function, but 

it is of • m\ chiCll .11nd diakccK.al onkr. h res~ on unh~rs~l diu· 
' 

vOwll,) M (' rcacri\'(' 1>rocess and on un iver:sa l smpension ilS an 
Ideal of purtt iftt~it14tion: lh(" dt~riptions rem.tln. but tht') .1re 

dlspbc~ or fr01.en, loUg&~t:h-c bur rrte (rom omcrtlity. The fun­

dmncnu l clb cinction bc:tW('f'n ~ldhm and masocM.,m <:an bl~ sum· 
marized Jtt tbe wnttoniny pt«nsd <Jj til< M!]Olitt and n<JJ4JIIDn on 

rM oot JH,,.J, God of tliJdtthl"CJ/ anJ susptf'l~ em rhc <Mhtr. Tht• firM 
reJ>rescntS 11 specuiJti\'c and .ln,1ly•ic.1l manm·r· o l' "J)prehtnding 

1hc Ocat h lnnmct - " hich. :h we h.t'•c st~n. can nc:,·er be gi\fn -

while the ~ pursUC$ tht: ~~~object in • 10t~llr d1lk:rent 

way, mythically. diafc•cticalf)' Jnd in th<· imaginal')'· 

IS 



Are Sade and M;asoch Complementary? 

With Sadc an<l MOl'i:I')Ch the l\1n~tion or litcr.uure is nor to describe 
the world , since this has already been done. b ut to define a 

comucrpart of chc world e.lp.lhlc of c;ontaining iu violence M<l 
e.xcC-1~<:S. It hib bcf!n 3aid that an excess u f stimulatio n bin a sense 

ei'Otic. Thu~: efot klllm h .lblc to .act as a mirror to the world by 
renecting its exec:.:.~, dr.1wfng out its violence and even confer· 

ring a ".spiriw111'' quJiily (Ill these phenomei'WI by the very fact that 
it puts them at the ~rvice of che ~ensc:s. (Sade. in Phi/()S/.)phy in 

cbc BcdrtXJm, distingulthts ~twt:en lwO kinds of wickedn.:ss., 
r.M: oM dull-wintd .t~nd commonplace, the other purified, ~If. 
consctous and because h hi ~nsu.alited. '"intelligent.; Similuty 
the ~'"Of'ds of chi.s liccr,uure CI"C.tte a countcr-la.ngu.ge which has 
a direct impact on the $CO.k:1. h i$ .s though s.de "-ere holding 
up .t pcn~IV mit'I"'r In which the "'.hole course of narure and his· 

tOf)" \\Cf~ reOcucd, from lhe beginning of time to the RC'\VIu• 
tion of 1789. In chc b.ol<~tioo of their remote ch.uea.ux, S..l<le'll 
her<KS daim to r~consuuct the world <~nd rewrite the '•history 
of the hcotrt." 1"he)' mu~«cr chc forccll of nature an<l tradition, f10m 
e"erywhere - Africa., Asia.. the ancient world - to <1rri"e at their 
t.mgihlc- rea. !It )' ;md t h<- pmc· S<'nsu.ll pr.jnciple undel'lying th()m. 
Jronkall)·. rhey even urh·c coward a "republicanism., of which 
the french ae•c not )'CI cap.1ble. 

!7 



e Ql,.I)N€$S ANO CRV~lT"' 

In M~,1.oth we find the same .tmbhion, co h1lld \IP a pcrv,w~e 
mirror 10 all nature .tnd all mankind, from the Qrigins o f history 

to the 1848 rc\·ofutious of the Austrian En\(>ire- ' 'The history 

of <::ruclty in I on.:." f.or Ma:;och. thc minoriti<..-s of the Auscrian 

Empire ~re an ine>:h.:Justiblc: source of storic:s ~nd cusroms (hence 

the Galician, Hungarian, Polish, Jewish and Prussi<~:n tales 1hoH 

fOrm rhe main pan of his work). U n<lcr rhe gtmeral t irle Tht Ner­
irogc of Coi1•, .~t..~soch conceived of a ' \snh•ersal .. " 'ork, che naw ­

ral h istory ot' hum~•\ity in a c~·c le of stories w ith six m..t in themes: 

love, p1·operty, money, the St<'!te. w';lr ~nd dea1h. Each of these 

fOrces \ ViiS to be restOred co h s crud physical immedi<acy; under 

the sign ofC<ain, in the rnirror ofCain, he. was 1(1 show how mon· 

.uchs, generals Md dipfom,tts dc:-servcd to be thmwn in jail •'U)d 

c.xc:cuted ~lvng with m ur·derc:r.s.6 ,\1a.soch Jit.:f!d to imagine that 

th<~ Sla\'S were in need of,, bc:.autifill female de$I>Ot, a tcrrible 

T sarina, to e nsure: I he triurnph o r the re\'olutions ol' 1848 <lnd to 

Strengthen th.;: P<1nsl.tvic; mowmenr. ''1\ further c;ITort. Slavs, if ~·ou 
wou ld become R¢publie:.ms." · 

To wh.lt extent can we regard SMJe and Ma.soc h as ac.complices 

or complement,lry JOrces? The s<adomasochi:;tic emily was no t 

in"entcd by Freud; we fi ud it in rhe work of l\rafft-Ebing, HJ\•e­

lock Ellis and fe.re. The stJ·,mge relationship bctwee11 pleasure 

in doing and pJc:-asure in suiTcring evil has a lwa.ys been se nsed by 
doc;1ors and WJiters w ho h.we re..:ordcd man•s intimate life. T he 

''meeting ·• of sadism <lnd masochism, che .tffin it,· th.n exists be­

tween them. is <lppan ·nr in dle work of both s.:tde Jl)d . Mas.och. 

Th('rc is;) certain m..t.socbism in $;)de\c c har.)cters: in Tlu! OM Hun­
dr~~d end Twem;• Doys of Sodom~ we arc wid of che tortures and 

humili.:u ions w hich the libertine& dcJilx.rately undergo. The sad· 

ist enjoys being whipp-ed as much aslu'! e.-njoys w hipping others. 

Sainr-fond in juli~uc ar ranges for a gang of men to .l~<\il him wilh 

whip:s. La l{orghCse cries: ';I \Vould wish that my <~ben·atit)I)S lead 

me l ike the lowest (If c reatu1·es to the fa le ,vhich befi ts th eir 

w~ntonness: ror 1111;,'. the li<;.l tl0Jd would be il throne of CX<JUisite 

bliss:.'1 Conversely, chcre is a cen.tin sadism in masochism: :u- che 

end of his ordeals, Severin, the hero of IU,ut in fut1, declares him­
sdf cured and turns tO whipping and torturing w(lmen. He sees 

himself no longer a.s the "anvil'' buc .ts the ''hammer." 

Howc\'C:r. it is rem.~rkab1e that in both instances the r~·e l'$.3 1 
sh<n •ld (mly occur al' the c:nd of che entequi se. Severin's :;ad ism 
is a culmination; it is .'IS though expiation and the Salisf-.'lction o f 

the need to ex pi ace were at Jast to perm it the hero w hat h is pun­

ishments were previously illle ncl.:;d ro den)' him. Once d\e)' h;).vc 

bt:I;.'Jl und ergone, punishments and Sl•JTering allow the exercise of 
the evil they once prohil>ite<l. Likewise the ' 'masochism'' or the 

sadist i<: hero m<lkC$ its appear<'! nee. at the 0\ltcomc; of his sadisric 

exe,·ciscs: it is their d ima..>t:, the c;towning sanction of their glori· 

ous infamr- The libeninc is not afr<lid of b.::ing tre.ued in the way 

l1<' creats orhcr.5. T he pain he suffecs i$ .tn ultimate pleasure, not 

because it satisfies,, nee<l ro expiate o r a feeJi,)g of guilt, but 

bec~use it confirms him in his i naliel)<~:ble p<Jwer .md gh·e.s him a 

supreme: certi tude- 'r hr<>ugh insults and h umiliacions, in chc 

throcs of pain, rhe l ibertine is not e.xpi~xing., bur in Sade's words. 

<•he rejoice:; in his inner heart that he has gone r~r enough to 

dtserve such creatm em ." T his kind of p\aroxys.m in Sade's heroes 

is highly significant. foe it means, 3S .\ •tau rice Bla.n<::hot j)(liiH'S our, 

that "in spite of fhe similarity o f the descriptions, it seems fair 

co granc che pacc.rnity of Oltlsochism Lo Sacher-Mawch an.d t·hat 

of sadism to Sa.de- Ple;;tsurc: in h umiliati011 never detl .. l Cts from 

the maste1y of'Sade•s herves; deb;)semcnt exalts them; c.moti(lns 

such as shame, remorse or the desire fo r punishment are quite 

unknow•l to them.''? 

It \\'ould therel'ore be difllcuh· to say that :;adism wms into 

maro<:hisrO 3.1\d vic e: ''c;.rsa: what we htwe i ll e .lch case is a pt~.r,l -
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doxieal by·product, a kind vr KMiism being the humorou5 Oul<»me 
of masodai~m. and a l: ind of masochism tht ironic outcome or 
'~disrn. But it h \•ery doubtrul whether the: m.l.S()(;hl.stt:s :s.1dism L<> 

the gmc .u s..dc's.. or the: s.tdi"'i masochism the SUl\4: .u M.asoch''· 
The masoclm.t Is able to c-lu,nge imo a s.1disr by f'X!)io'ltlng, rhc 
,,,<list into a m;.sochist o n condition that he: does not CXJ>i:u,..e. If 
It( C:<isteoce Is too has tHy t~kcn for gram~d the sadom•sochistic 
cnuty is liabl~ 10 bcc:o~ a crude .S)"''ldrOme du.t f~ib tO Qtisfy 

the demand! or gel'luinc symptomtltolo,gy. 11 r.:nher r .. u~ into t:he 

c;atcgory of disturbances mtntiontd earlier which are <'Ohertnt 

il\ :.pptarancc: only and which n1l1St be broken down into discrete 

clinical entities. \\~should not dc.a.l wi1h the problem of iymp­
corn~ too lightly. h is sometimes oe<:c.»at)' 10 start •&•in from 

)Crlltch and tO break up ;) syndrom e th~l l>lurs and -~rbitrarily 
unites radicoally dissimilar J)'nlptonn. llcnc:t our Su!!i.;$tlnn that 

M.l'S(IC.h w.li perhaps an even &reatcr dinici;an than Saclt. in th.;at 
he: prO'ddcd \·arious elucidaliotu and intuitions whic-h help tO 

brcal: down the SJmrious )ladomasochistic unity. 
T he bel it>( in this unity i1 tO a large t.•xtcnt chc rcllult of mis­

urwlen.t;andin~ .:md cartlc:u rc.uoning. It may seem obvious th.u 

the sxl:ist ~nd the masochi..e an: destined tO m«-r. The (act that tM 
On(' t njoys innl<"t in~ wJ1ifc 1 he orher t l'ljO)'$ suffe riug pnln sc:ems 

to be su<.:h $lri klng proof Qr chdr compl('u\cntarity th~t it would 
~disappointing i( the c:neounter did not f.tke pl~e. A popular 

jo~ 1dls of the meeting ~w;cen a ~i~~ot and a n\UQChisr; 1hc 
ma~~oochist ~)'li! "Hun me:." I ht :)adis.t rcpli c:~ : "No." Thht i\'1 ,l par· 

tlcularly stupid joke:. not only bec.lose it h unrcali:;tic but because 

it rootishly clainh compcttnce to pus iudgmt:nt on chot world 
of pen-en-ions. h is unK~Iinic becauJoe: a gen-uine wdiu could 

1\C\'er tO!Cialt a masochistiC \'ictim (OO(' or the monkl' ~·ictims 
in fvstlnt cxpl;~hl$: "The)· '"Ish tO be c:c ~t:~hl the ir cl'lmrs cost 

te;ars: the)' wQuld send J\\'tlY ;my girl ,.,ho was ro comt ht:-re \'Ol· 

,. 

untarllr.'') Ndthcr would che llll'I$0Chl:n to1er3lC-... ~rv1y sadistic 
tonurt r. He Jot.lil of course requin.: a SI)CCial "natl•re" in the 
wom.an torturer. but he need' co mold thii Nture. to cduc•u~: and 
pt'riu~ it in a.ccotcbnet: ~ ilh his seerc:t project, which could 

never be fu lnllcd with a s.ttli:uic woman. Wanda Sachc:t-Ma.soch 
should not have brc;n SUl'J)f l~ed th;)t $~cher~t\<hsoch (;~ !led tO 
rt:Jpond to one of their s.ad1$th: \\'Oman lriends: cont.crsd)'· the 
critiCS were wrong in SU\tM'!Cting \V.and.a Of l)'ing bec;ause the 

pre>tnted a \•agucly innocent image- ofhcn.df, however cunningly 

tul<l clumsily. SAdilit ic characters do or courie play a. potn in the 
m;nochisti<: sitUiltion as ;a. whole, and the: novels oF Muoch, as 
"-e shall sec. cill'a m.:a:ny e~amplu or this. But tbdr rOk: ., OC\"tr 

.a direct one, .a.nd it become' significant onl)' in the conrc~~:t of 

lh<' ~it:u3 1 io n lh3.t exisrs before theh· -'I'Pc!<arancc. T h..: female 
torturt<r regomh with suspicion the sadist \'lho proposes co help 

ht>T, a-s thoogh she sensed the uteom~tibili1y of thdr rcsptttivc: 
~lm,. In The Fuht1 of SouiJ, the heroine l)r.lgomira <'xprt:~ses this 

feeling t<> the c•·uel count O<~guiilav Sohyk. who bclit \'C$ she is 
Qdinic and crud : "You maLe people sufTCT our of c rutlt}, but 

1 c.astig~te .;a_ffd kill in the nam~ of God. without pity. but .:a:lso 
without hatred." 

We terul to Ignore this ob\•ious diiTcrcncc. T he woman tor­
turer of masochl~m cannol be liJdistic precisely becau.w sbe is In 

the m..sochbtic situ;;ation • .she is an intcgr~l p.m o( it, 1 re:ali7..:a­

tlon of the m~K)Chi$ric: fantJi)'· She belongs in the nn.lloOChis:tk 

\Yo rld, not in the sense that she has the: same castes a~ her ' ' ic­
d .u . but be:(:.lii'W~ her '' s3.dhm" is of a kh\d nev<:r fouttd In che sad· 

iJt:'ir is as it wc:rc the double or the rcnection of nwoe-hitm. 
lh~ ~~ne is true of sadiStl\. The \·jctim c;annot be m.asochistic, 

nne mcrd y bcc~use rhc libcn lnc wotlltl be irked if $he were to 

cxpt:riet~l;! v'~""ure. but !J«:aust.' the victim of the sadist belongs 
cn~irel)· in the world of $adi~m .lnd i$ .an inttgral part of the alis· 
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ti<: situacion. In $0mc stnnge w•y she is the. c:ountcrp.ut o( th.: 

wddtic conurer (in Sade's hU) grt-at nn\·t'IS which an:: lilt~ the 

rc:O<'Ccion-. of each other. julicuc: and Ju,tin<:, a he: depr•,·cd and 

the vtnuou~ gh I, t~re sisters). So-dhm .and maliochism are confu)td 
when th~:y arc uc.u cd l ike abst r-act cn1 hies each in isolation ftom 
hs SJH:c:lllc u nivtriiC. O nce they IHwc be<>n cut <Jff lfom their 

Um••dt ,uul ~cripJ:>ed •>f their flesh .tnd blood, it see ms n<'ltural thJt 
they shoul<l fit in with each och..:r. 

•rhJ1 h noc to s.ay that the: ,. ic:tim of the s.adi.u i$ herself ~Mii\oo 

uc:. nor due the torturtt of ~i.sm '' nutOC:hisric. But eqtWiy 
unacceptable it Krafft·Ebing's view accMding 10 which the IOf'o 

turcr of Ma~och is eirher a ~l'ue s.dl1-t (u' else pretends LO )xo one. 

IJl \~Ur opinion the woman torC\U'er belong$ entirely ro masv• 
chhm ; "<hnittt=dly she is not .t masorhi~tic characte•·. but sl1e h a 
pure dcmenc of masochism. By dbtlngui~hio~ in a perversion 

between the ~ubjec.t ( lhe p~rwn) ~nd the elcmcnr {the eS$c:nc:c), 

we •rc ~bit 10 understand how~ person can tlude his subjtct.iV<' 

doeslin). but onJ~ whh parti;~:J SUCCM'I, by pl.t)ing tht role o( ~n 

tkment in the ~ituation or his Ghoic:c. The tOrturess <'SC.lpt:\ front 

her 0\'o n m•~hism by assuming the actin~ role in rhe m;~:.soc:hifoo 

t ic situuion. It is a m i$t;)l:t: lQ think ch~.u she is sadistic. or c\'tn 

preu;ndlng to h<> $0. W e must n(H imagine rh.u ir is a matt<:•· of 

the m.,sochl~t e ncountering ,1 sadht by i'l stroke ofluck. Each :.ub· 

jec:.t in the perversion onJy nce<ls the " dement" o f the same pc,.. 

version aJld oot a subjca of the ocher ptrvers.ion. Whene,·n the 
t)'~ of the wom.:m torturer is obst'ncd in 1~ masochi\t.ic \tt• 

ring. it b«omes obrioU$ that she iJ Mit~r • ge-nuine ~i)( nor 

• J,seudoudist but something tJUhc difl"ercna. Sht does inrleed 

belong CN:nually to 0\./ISOCid.sm. but without reaJi7jng it <U a :.ul>­

ject; she inc.'lrn;ues ins[cad the el<'mem n f ''inOicting pain" in (HI 
cxdu~ively masochistic .situation . MMo<.:h and his heroc:.s Me 

con$t • .uuly In $tilrch of a peculi.-r .and C-ltll'l:lrtely rare ICn1inlnc 
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.. rw.ture.'' The- subject in nusochl~m nt"ecl~ .:t ccruin .. csS<"nc:c" of 

muoch1sm ~mbodied in the n.aturt- of .l "--o.nu.n who renounC:Ci­

her 0"" ~>ubjccti\'e ma.soc:hism: he dcrinite1y h~s no ne<'d ()( 

another t~uhject. t.e. , r.hc .s.adistic }obJect. 
Adm lncdl)' rhc tcnn Sdt.kmH•.wchbn1 does •lOt merely imply 

the \!ll.h ' l'n\ll (WPm of 1 wo pt~nons 111cering . Nevertheleu d u: 

theme of Ml encounter o fte•• p..:r~i~t<-. i( o nly in tll e form()( 3 

.. wlnici1n\" tl~ting in the uncon~iou~. When Freud took up o~~ncl 

rdOrmubced the ~ion of wc.lom;a'IOC'hhm, he started with tttt 
con~ldcudon th.u ~om.lSOChiim operues w;duo OM cmJ tltt 
_sa11.r 11'klwK/Udl, ill'-ohting oppOsht: ln~dncts and dri\"<'.S.: "A pe,.. 
son who fetls ple.:.Strre in producing p~ln in S()meone else in a~>~:~· 
UJ.I rchtlonship is also capable o l enjoying as ple.uurc .my J>tlin 
which he may h imself <Jed \'<! from ~C')(U31 n:l;:uions. A !-.,ldiSI h 

;,1lw.lylt :.t the same time~ masuc:hht. llhhough the active or th~ 

p•s:uV(' a\t>t(t of the perveuion m•y bt lhe more SIT0•"81J <It'\ cl· 
oped in him and may represent hi-s prcdumirw.nt sexual acti\'ity.''l 
I lis ~ond consickratiou is th,.t th(~ ;, ""' itkmity of ctpmtM<: 
the Sl<)i~, qu~ tadis.r. i$ only ;~:bk to 1«1 pl<-asure in inOicting pain 

bccoau~t he h.s c:xperienetd in 'he pa" ,, link bc1 wce.n hi!> own 

ple.l~U"-' and lhe p3in he has suiY'cl·cd. This argument is all the 

m01-c curious in rhat it is .stated in cht• light of Freud's l'i1'$l lh<:~ i s, 
wher\: ~ldism ls m3dc tO prcct•dc: fn.:.tsochism . Out Freud dil.tln· 

guishcll nvo cypcs of sadism: the flr:n is purdy aggressive and unly 

••-"" ,\t dominuiou; the second it; htdonilitH:: .md aims .u produc:· 

ing pain In l)thcn.. The masochnuc: upc:ri<nce of a link lx-t"«n 

one's O\\'n plu.wrt' and one·~ own p.ain f.1lb bcrwecn thCK: two 

fo rms of sadl\"m. It Yo-ould oC\-cr occur w the sadist to find pi~\'" 
ure in o ther people's pain i f he h"d not hi mself fil'.sr I)IHlcrgonc 
\he ll"ll\SI'>t:hisl ic (!)(pcrience of .1 link between pain and ple:~wrt.9 

T hus Freud'~ first model h more <:omplcx than ir seems. ;md ~ug· 

gt!Sti chc roJio"•ing sequence: aggrt'l'ihe sadism -turning •ruund 
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or s.xlhm upon tht: .se-lf- nu~hbclc e~pericnce- hcdonisric 
~i.s.m (by projtction and tfltc'»lon). Not~ tha1 the cons.ickra· 
1i011 Of &n Jdtntity or experience I'( fn,·okf!d by ~·s Jiberdnn, 

who lh1n (;()ntribute to the ide~ of a sadomasochistic:: entity. 
Noirceull explains that the Iibert inc's experience of his own ))Ill" 

i:s rcJ,l tCd tO a Stim ubtion or h iS " n C:I'\'(lU$ flu id'' ; h iS thcrt• 
fol'e sc.trcdy surprising ch,ll <A rnan 1hu~ endowed should "imJgln<: 
that he moves the object of his plc.1~ure by the san:u: me~m 
ch;u tffccc him." 

Tht- thud argumtont is concerntd "i1h tromj«uaqnoor. il con• 
Siili ins~ ing due the sexual inSiincu are liable tom(~ lnco 
one .l»>thcr or 10 cranmrm lhtm.)(.h'C( directly wilh rtspecl both 

to I heir .tlms and m t heir object~ (rt,·c::nml into the opposite, tum• 
ing .lrQund upon tl,e self). Ag.-in chi, 1\rgumcnt is curious ~!nee 

Freud's ;\Ill tude U)W;)td theo riC:I of I 1';\llSfOI'rrtation is e~ lrcmt.ly 
I'C;\Ctv~d. On the one- h.md he doe~ noc belic\'C in ;m C\'oluti<ln•ry 

tendency: on rhc: Qtht.r. the du.:.Jt,m whk:h he always rnainuhted 

in his thcor') of the ins~incts plac"' " dc:Cinirt limi~tion on the 
possibility ol l1'.&0$fomutioos. $incc according to this thC'Of')' they 
c~n never occur krwee.n one gmup of in$t iocts and ~nuthcr. 
T hu!i, in T7tt Ego ond tbt IJ, Freud c~plicit ly rcjC".CtS th~ hypoth.:~ 

sis o f • dl•·cct tramformation of love into hate and vice vcl's:t, 
owing. tO the f.lCt chat these agcncic~t dcptmd on qualitatively dll~ 
fel't.:ntl.ued instincts (Eros olnd 'l'han.aros). In t'.tct freud shows 
• much grciltCr otffinity with Gcorrroy Saint·Hil.airc: th,m with 

Ouwln. Wh~n Freud says ch1t "t do noc become f>(!rn:rsc but 
simply f<~il tO Outgro\'' tht: pen("Nt sugc of infancy, he UloCt: a 
fom1ul• which comes very close indec:d to thu used by GeoiT'rO)' 

in connec t ion with fre<'!ks. The key concepts of flxation and 
regrc!ision arc in <lirect line o f tlcscc•H from Gc<liTroy's tct.ltOIVJCY 

(arresrcd de"t:lopment and rctr<igr.adatiol\). Geofl'r-oy's point of 
''iew excludes aU evoluti<ln b>· direct 1 r,msform .. lti(m: there is or1ly 
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., hienteh) of possible type$ .lnd formoc, .and dC"o·dopm~nc w1thln 

thb hieruchy scops at a more or less e .. rl)' uagc-. or .. rctrogr-Mia· 
tlon" \CI' in mo•e or less se,-ercl)'. We Clnd the nme oonoeption 

in Fn:ud: d1c v"rious c::ombin"tions o l che rwo type5 of in)otincu 

milk<· UJ) a whole hierarch)' of formil at wl•ich the indh•iclual mny 
become llxaee>d or co which he ma)' regress. It is all the moro 

rem.1rkablc rhat in his tre<ttment of pcnersions Fteud seem~ to 
adm1t of .1 J)()l)'morph<lus syslcm with possibilities of evolution 
~nd dlrcec transformation, which hf: rtg.uds J:S unaocept .. blt in 

the field Of OCIIn)riC and cuJtunJ form.arion.s. 
Thcrc(Of'e if we~ to view the concept of a sadomasochi~otic 

entit)' in the light ofJ!reud'~ argumc•H~ \\'C .are faced with a prob· 
!em . Evc:n 1he notion of a component ln~tinct is <t dt\ngerous o ne 

in this com ext since h lends 'o mo\l.:C u!lignorc the spcdfi tit)' of 
typo of o:cxu.1l behavior. We tend to forget that .aU the. .. v-.-llable 

energy of the subject become1 mobili?ed :t.t the service orhis ~r· 
tic.ulu pef\enion. The gdbt ol1'ld the masochist might well be 
enactina ief»r•te dmms. uch cornpl~cf: in itself. with dilkreru 
sees o( cNr.actcrs 1nd no pouibilhy of communiation between 
them, either from inside or frvn\ out!+ide. On.ly the nomlo\l .. com• 
m uniCMe" - mo re or lcs..<;, In the S()hc:rc: of pc:t \'ersions, it hi~ 

mist.Jkc 10 confuse the formations, the concrete <tnd speciOc m:.n~ 
ift.!!t.lli<t•H, whh nn .lbsrr.lct "grid," l'lllthough a. common libidinal 
substance: flowed now into one kJrm, now into another. 'ltVe "'re 

told th.u ~me i•'l<li~idu.;ah C-'pericncccl ple.lS.l.rrc: both ln inllictinc 
p.-in •nd In suffering it. \\'e arc cold funhermO«' that the pe110n 

who en)o)'\ mOicting plin e.xperK"nc~t~ in his innc:nnost beang the 
link tlur exi'iU berween the plc•)urc Jnd thC' pain. But the que);· 
tion i~ wl1..:ther the.)(; "facts .. ~rc not mere ~bsrracrions, whee he: I' 

th~.: J>lcaSuiC~-p3in link is being ab!itractcd from the c.ont:rtt-e fo~ 
m~l conditions in which it ;~rilles. ·rhc J>leasur~-J);)in COnlJllcx I~ 

rt.:gilr~.h:d lh a ~ort of neurr.'ll sub;unce comm<ln to boch !+adhm 
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._nd muo<hbm. The linl b t"ven further specified b) being 
~ri~d 10 • JMfticulu subjoct, .t.nd h l\ wpposed 10 be e.xperi­
enccd tqu.tlly and KlentiQ.IIy by tht ~iscic .and the mnochhti<: 

suhje<..l, rce,.ardlcss of the concrete fonn~: from wbieh ir nstJIU In 
each c:&~c. 'I'V a~osumc rhal there il an \Uld crlying CQI'I'Imun ":~ub­

,; tancc" which c:xpbins in ad\',\llC<.: ,\II C\'Oiurions and cran~forma· 
tiun.) he SUI'Ciy to proceed l>y ab~trilt"Cion . E\•cn rhough the sadltll 
m.l)' dd'lnhdy c l\jOy l>eing hun, h dod O(ll follow th.u: he enjoy;; 
it in the $.\Ilk way .1S the nmochiit: llltwiK- the m:t'JoOChlst's pit.\'¥' 

.urt" in inOicring pai.n is not ot«Wril) tht Solme n 1he ~h.t'"· 
We ,u(! inc' itably led back to the problt'm of syndromes: somt 

S)'ndt01ncs mer~ly utach .a common IJ.bel lO ,m:duciblv dilfc:l'~ 
' cnr dbwrbanccs. f!i(l logy warns uo; .lgDinst 0\'C>r-h:.st)' acccpcnncc: 

o f the c:d~tcnce of an u nin t€rruptcd ('volut ionary chain. T he 

f.tcl lh,H IW<t org.tn8 are analogQuJ need nor mea:rl that there is .an 
e~olution.ll'f fink between du;m. Wr- ~hould a\'oid (;)l!ing Into 
''c,·olutioni'fm·• by aligning in.\ !tingle ch.tin resuJts which arc 

.ipproxim~u·l) continuous but whkh imply im:duciblt mod ~c~ 
crogtn'-"OUS fomuriom. An C)"e. for C)..lmpk. could be pc-odu(:('d 
in Sc-\·cr•l independc:m w.ays • ..s the outcome of difft'rct'll st· 

qucnt~. 1hc an3logous product vf comJ>h:tely d iffercm mcc..h•· 
ni:um. I ~ug,gc:u 1hat this i:s o~ho tnlt' oJf sad ism aod masochisul 

.m d vf lhc pl<:asu re .. pain compl~.:x as lll<' i r a1lcgcdly commo n 
Of&an. ''rht~ concu•·rence of ~ad ism and m.uochi'lm is fund.mlen· 

u lly one ol' .lnllogy only: I heir ptoc:c\k~ .1.nd thdr tOrm,uionJ ue 
entircl) dirTc-rcnt; their common Otl:.an, their ··e,-e ... squim\ o1nd 

should therefore make: us suspK:lOUS. 

CHAPTFR IV 

The T h r ee Women i n .M asoch 

The hcroind of Masoch ha,·c in co•nmon .1 wc:JI-dc\'dopcd a1\d 

1\lll.!i.CIII.\f 0~ure, .l prov<l O.l(llr~ , Jl\ ilnperiOu!> wilJ o~n<J Oi CI'Ud 

disposition C\'en in their momcnt.s elf l'cnd<:m<"~~~ ,met naivct(•, 'I he 

oricnh\1 C'()Utte:i~O . the awe· im~plring 'l'sarina, the Hung<.~l'lan or 
the Jlollo;:h I'C\'olutionarv. the scn.'l.nt·mlures.s, the Sarm.ui.m f>Cil'\o­

oltn gi,l. tht cold mysti-c. tht ¥"(IU'-~I girl. aU share thc-.se ~tc 

tnh~: .. Whc1~r sbc: is .1 princc:.u or a pt<lSMit girl. whetht·r "'"' 
i$ dad in crmi~ or sheepSkin, ;he h .&I ways the sunc wonu..n: 
she \\NI''" fin-s, she wieldi <~ whip. sht {rNtS men .)S sl.11'·~ and 

:.he h buth Ill)' crea.tion and the 11\le Sarmatian \Vuman."'IOllut 

bcnc.'lth chi~ llf)parcnt uniform h )' we mar d isti•,guish thrtu v<!l')' 

d lfl"ercnt 1 ypes o f worncn. 
' l'lw l1111t typE' is tf\;)t <.~ f d u.: Cr(Ci.an woman, the pag.tn. h~t-;a..:r-,, 

ur Aphrodice, the gener.ttor of disorder. l lcr lifC:. in her own 

"or<h. is dtdkated to 10\-t: and bc<lury: W lh-n lOr the moment. 
She i• ~entu.al: she IO\"eS '"hoc-.~t .anl"~ts her and gi\-u ht.rtdf 

tlttOrdingl)'. She bdieo.-es m the: independence of \\"Oman aOO In 
the fleet in~ narnrc o fJo,•c: fQr h<"r tht $C,:e~ are E'qu<~ l : shl' h 

h<'rn1.1JJ1wuditc. But it is Aphrcxlhc. the female principal, 1h:11 

triumphs- ~s O mphall"- unm\ms ll<"rcuiNt with wom ;m's ;)tti•'e· SIH: 
conCd\'C'f ec1uality merely as the c:rltic.ll moment ac which sh~· 
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gains do min:mce uvcr man, for ' 'm:~n trembles~~ soon u woman 
bccOmC'JO hb equ.ll .... ~hi! i) mvdcrn, and dt:-n()uncts m.arriaac. 

mor.:.l if)', the Church and the Stuc: AS the invention,) or man, 

which m ust be dejtroye(l. She is the drcan1 ch.anctcr who .ap~rs 

in the opening cl1.1pter of l~nrJs; we meet P1er ;lgain ac chc be-gin· 
ning. of 'flte DiV«(tJ ~~~n. •·hfre 1-he Jmke:s A kngthy pro(t.·s· 
'ion of f.1 ith: in 71•e Sirfn .she: is che "imperiou~ and coqueui'Jh'' 

Zenobi.ll who Crt.l1C":$ hi\·OC inch..: p;uriardul f.amily. ln.spirts 1 he 

W(,unen of thC' hotnehokl whh the- desire to domin<lte. subjugates 

th<' fathtr, ~ucs llw hair of the sQn in 41 curiC>U.S rit~l of b.tptism 

and eaust's C\<tryone tO dre» in do the:!! of the opr)()slte S<:A. 

At tl•e ot.hel' ~~cr~me we find the SAd title wonu_n. Sht t>njoys 
hurting and tOrtmlng (I t hers. but h i.s .dgni l'ic<aJll that her .lC1loM 
uc promptW h)· • man or othe• wise l'crformed in conc<•rt with 

.t nltln, whost• victim sh~ is aiw~ li;ablt to b«(Hne. h i~.n though 
the prirnitil'e Grecian woman had found her Grecian nun or 
ApolloniJn de-ment, her l'iri1e ~o;~.disdc impuhe. Mns<K:h oftcu 
inuoducc:s a ch.:.r.tert-r which he ails the Creek, Or ind«-d Apollo, 

wht) inu•rvencs ~a third pl'uty w ind te: 'the wom.tl\ to Pdisdc 

bch.l\o·ior. In The (OQntcJm of YotJth, Coumc~~;'\ [ Ji, .. ahcch Nuda.sd)· 

tortures young men in collaborarion with her lover. the featfi1l 
lpolhr; to lhis e nd they im•cm OM u f the rare machines to k 

found in ,\b.soch'~ writing (A uecl woman in whose .arm~ the \'iC· 

tim is hdd f.111: "'I he lou.-ly in.tnim.uc: Cn.".lture ~""her work; 
thousands ofbladc.:t shor out ofh<•r chcsr, her <Jtnu.. h.tr lf'gs ~nd 

her ke:t'"). In ~ l.,ymo of rh~ P()f)titu, Ann01 K1au~r perfOrms her 

1i.ld i~tic acts in le.-eue with a bris.and chief. E'~n the herome of 
Th~ fi•hu of So«ls, Oragomira. iu ch.arge of the c:h.astisement of 
the s..tdbtic Rogudav Sohyk. is swayed by hh .-ryument th:.t they 

arc both "of the .same r.w.:e:" and conclud~ an alliance with him. 

In u~fJUS the heroine, Wanda, sees herself at nrst .l'i. Croci~ 
W()Cft.an .and ends u1> bcliC\••ng s.he is " :sadh r. Ar th ~.: b~.glnning 

she klenrifi~;S "'hh the v.'OillOln in the drc01m. the llc:rntal' hr(ldite. 

In a fine spt:ech. she clecbrQ: .. 13dmire the ~rene sen,ualit)' of 
the G,ce.h- plcasur~.: without pain: it i.s fhe idea.l I sll'ivt: to real· 

in:. I do not be1i~ve In the 1o"'C' p-re;achcd by Christianity .\IH.l our 

modern knlghu of the spirit. T.akc .l ~k ~~me: 1 am "¥o'Qrse than 

a heretic, I am :. pag;m .•. . Ocspilc hoi)' ceremonies.. o.\th; and 

contracts, no perm;anenoc can C:\'Cr be imp<.~scd on lovu; i t is the 
most c:hmgeablc tk:ment In our transient lh-.:s. Can you den)' tNt 

(lur CIHisthm world Is tail ing inco dec .. y?" Bur at the end o(the 

00\-el We ~ha''('tlike a sadist; under chu tnnuencc or (he Greek 
she has Sc\·~rin whipped by him: "1 \\.\$ d)ir')g of $hame and 

dcsp.1ir. What Wols nlOSt hufnll iatlng w.-.s th.1t 1 (cit a. v.ild and 
super-sensual p1c.l.5ure in my pitiful situntion, lashed by Apollo's 

w hip and mod.td by tb~: crutl bughter of m) Venus. But Apollo 
whipped all f>vctry fi'Omme a\ one blow 101Jow-W the next, until 

finally, clenching my teeth in impotem ,.,,gc, I cu•'St.--d rnysdfanJ 
my ,-ofuptuOUS inuginarion. and mo.."t' ~I v.-vm.lln •nd &Q..'(': ... 'f1m!i 
the non~ I tulmlnat<: .~ in sadism : W.md~' goc'! otT with the cruel 
(;reck ~-J;r-d new c m ehies, w hile Severin himself lUI'n$ sadist 

or, as- he puts ic. becOC"neS 1he .. Mrnmer." 

h i ~ dca•·· hovo~e,·e;r, that neither the htrm.:.phroditlc nor the 
).l(iinlc l)'J)e reJ)f'CS~I-s M~'Ooch•s lde.1l. Jn T1r< DMxccd 110mo" •he 
(galic.trian pagan wom.ln is not the heroine- but the friend of the 

heroine, the tWO friends being like "'twQ C!J(trem(.S.'' In Tb~ Sino 

the imperious /...enobi~. che heLlera who spreads havoc every· 

where. is On.ally dc:fe.ated by the young NAuJje who ts jun as do.n• 

incer iug b ut in :H\ altogether different w;~y. The opposite pole. 

the ~isttc woman. is equall)' unsatisfactory. Drdgomlra, in Th+! 

FulKr of Souls. iJ not trull U:disdc: in the first J,lact:; morecn er, in 

fo rming an aUinncc wiLh Sohyk. she degrades herself and lena 

~u signiflcance; she is flm1lly defented and killed by the young 

Aniua, whose type li mor~ truly in keeping with Mawch'$ldea. 
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001..0Nf10$ "'lv0 ¢1tU ... I'¥ 

In ~nu:s the ~'1Wturc begins with tbc dw·_rnt- o( the hc:l.atr• .lind 
eods with the S~d, .. clc rheme; yet the e~~ruiotl pan of rhe )tOr)' 

Is c:•uctc:d in bctwcr:n 1he~..- two exrrcmtll, In another dement. 

11l(' lw<> the mes do not !<cprescnt du~ m.1~ochlstlc ideaJ bt)l r.uher 

the e nd points between which this idc,ll ~wings, like tht lopan of 

tiH' p-enduJum. At one extreme m.)$0Chh:m h.l$ yet to come into 

operatk>n, rnd .lit the other it h.u .J~Ir~d) lon irs roism tritN. Tht 
ch•racter of the \\Omo\n tonu-rer rtg•rch 1M\(' outer limits "uh 

.a mixrvre of rc::ar, rcvul~iun and axrr.lction. Jinc-( she nen._r quite 

knt>\vs whether she wall he .1ble to mainuin her prescribt"d role, 

and rcats that she might at any moment 1:,11 back into primitive 

het.u~rism qr fOr-\v-.-rd Into the o ther cxtl't"OH' of sadism. Ann.a. in 

Tho~ l)u·crud JVomon, declares th;at she b coo we.1k.. too Colpri• 

ctous- the c.aprrk1ou'n~ of the hc-t.tcr.a - to inc.amate fuli.Jin'J 

lde.tl. In ~tu. W.ando~ only bee~~ ,..disllc btc.tuse she co~n no 

longer mainto'lin Lhe ralc that Scverin h"~ unposed on her (" II 

w.ts rou who st iOed my feelings with your ••ornantic d~votlon 
t"nd ins.me I~Sllion ' '). 

W h.1t is the C$$tntbJ m.tSochistic clement, the .scene between 

the two boundouicJ "her~ tbc c ruci.al .tttion tal~ placd Wh.lt 

b: the intttmed~te feminine type bet\\('('0 t~ heuer;a and the 

s.dis:t? Only by piecing toge-ther the \•.triou' de~;ttiptions ofhfr 

h\ M<bOCh's writil1g:1 e:an we hope to an i,·c ott this fantastic t:htr· 

nctc r. rhis fantasy. In :. "come r()1e.," 111.: AtulwtU~· of U~Jiinel$, he 

d eSCribes the mother Of the f.1.m ily: '',m hlli)O'iing W(Hl\an , with 

o~n .1ir of se,·erity. pronounccd te .uures and C()ld eyes. who ne,•-.:r­

theless che~ her II ttl~ brood." ~brnc;h;a is d~ribed u king 
.. lilt: .an lndim y,om.an or • T.m:.lr frOm the Moogohm dcsen .. ; she 

ha\ "the tcoder hcan of~ dO\'t" together wlrh the cruel in.\tin<'U 

of rhe feline race." Lol11 likes t<.> torture animals and dreams o l 

witnessing <.>r e\·cn uking l"lrt in e xecutions, bur ''in spite Qfhc•· 

peculiar tastes. the girl w.u neither b•·ucal nur cccc:nrric; on the: 

so 

contrary, $hc wn reiSOmbk- .and kind, and shO\'-ed all the tenckr­
neM ,uld dl"licacy of~ SC'ntim(ntJI n.au.n·4'::· 1n 11>t .Hotlrtr of C«<. 
MMdoua is gentle and gay • .)nd yet she is stern. cold and a master 

tOfU,II'f.:r: "llcr )ovtly fuce WH flu~hl:d With ·Ul~C: I', bul her large 

b1ue "''C'I shone "•idt a gcnllc lig ht!' Nkro Barmldjf is a haughty 

nurse ~\lith il heart of ~(Oilt', bur ~he becomes the: tender fianci-e 

or .. dyintt moan~ .and t:\'Cnlwlly mttts her own dc~ch '"the so~·. 
tn Jfoonbghr '-'"e finally comf: upon 1he Stttc:t or N.uure: Nature 

hci'Sclrl\ cold, m.m~mal .t~nd ~,·c:rc. The: trinal) o£ the ma>Othis­

\ic dn:nm is summed up in lhl' w<~rds:: cold- nlatNnal - sc,•c:rc. 

icy- &e••timemal- cnwl. T hco:c: qualities point to the difrcrenel! 
lx:twc~n che w"Oma.n torlUrer Ml(l her "ootmcerp:.rc"," chc hetaera 

and the udi$t; their scns~lh' i~ replaced by her superscnsuous 

~ntimenralit)\ their w•muh and thtir fire b) hc.r iC-y ec>ldnt'!SS. 
thear t;;onfusion by l1et rigorous order. 

The: sadistic hero. JU~t .111 •mtc:h as the fernininc ide~l o f Masoch, 

prorcos:><:$ an essential coldne"" w hich Sade calls "ap."lt hy.'' Rut one 

vf (lu r main problems h l)rccisdy to a:tccruln w hc tile r, w ith 

respeCt 10 crudty, tht ap.)thy of the s~dist i~ not complccely d if· 

fenent from the coldncu of chc ide.al masc)(:hiulc t)pt· Then~ is 

once more= • danger of mcrd)· reinfor<::ing the ~m.asochistic 
~b~1 r.lC'tion hy equ.11ing wh.u ue in fact two ,·ct)' dtfTcrent kinds 

or co1dncl>S. T he "apathy" o f the sadist is (;S$t"nt i3lly d i rected 

ag(llnSt fee lin~: ::all f<-t ling ... even and cspt-:ci<~ lly tll11l u f doing evtl, 

arc condemned on the grounds that they bring llbour Ol d.mgcr­
uus dii.)ip.ation wMch pre.,t:nt~ the condcruation of energy iltld 
its p«:lpiration into the pure dement orimpenotW and demon· 
)(nth-e )C:nsuallry . ... li) tO tum imo pleasure o~llthin~ that ~mn 

p>ur heArt." All c:nthusi<nm. even and espec;ia11)' the enthusiOtsm 
for t\•11, is conJ.ctYHI<Jd bcco~usc i~ f':nchains us w n.--condary nature 

;:and i'l sa Ill a residu~ of goodness within us. In the n<.wtls ofS~dc, 
the true: libertines misti'UC~t d\OllC c.har.actcrs w ho arc still subjcct 
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co emotiOf\.ll outburstS, mel '"'ho s~ that, 1!\"l'n in the mkbr o( 
evii.J.nd for ail$~ they •re li.Ablt 10 be -converted to the! nr'S( 
mhfonune ... Tht- coldness of the muoehi$tk:: ideal h.as a qvit~ dlf· 
fC:rC":nt nleining: i t is not the: nC":g.uion of fee ling but r•thcr rhe 

J ls .. ~·owa l of sen,)uali ty. It is (1.) li ~ntilnC'nl•l lity assumed in thl8 
instance the supcl'ior role of the lmJ>Crson.ll element•, while sen· 

~u.-lity held us JJrisoner o f (he partfcult~rh ies and im perfections 
of secondary nature. The function of cht: masochiStic ide•l iJ 10 
tO'SUtC tht triumph ofice-<»ld )COtfm<ent.llity by dint or coldness:: 

chr c;oklneu is usOO h.erc. ~ h "ere, to suppress p.tg,m scm~l· 
ity o1nd ltep S«<istk sel$Uality o11 bly. ~lity is disa\'Owed. and 

no 1ong~:r exis1s i•l ib 0\Vn right: thu) Masoch can announce:. lhe 
birth of 1 he new man ''de.,·ojc.J of ~cxu.l l love: • Masochistic cold· 

ness n:.l>•'csc:nr.s the. freezing j)OirH, the !>Oint o f dialectico~l t l'.lllS· 
mutation~ n divine larency com:spond ing to the cat.lslrophc of the 

Ice Age. Out under the cold rcmillns <1 ~uperser\sual sentimental· 
ity buried under the ice .md protteced by fur. thl$ $t.fttirnent.tllr)' 
r-.d4tn In tum through the ice .b the generaci~ principle of new 

order.' specific wr~th and • spcciflc crudry. The cold~ iJ both 
prOtt'Cthc rni1ieu and medium, cocoon .lnd ,·ehidc: il protocu 

!.uper~cn~ual senti mentality as inner lire. and expre.:s:ses ir as C'-ltr• 

no'l l Ul'tlcr, ~s w rMh and severity. 

M,l)Q(:h WJJ\ t~cquainccd wirh du.t wol'k of h is contcmpor.uy 
Bacholen . an eminent echnologht Jlnd Hegelian j uris~- Is not 

R.achofc:n • .u: much ;l$ Hegel. the in~pintion behind the drc .. m at 
the beginning of~~ Bac-hofen dls.ci~ui:shed three eru In the: 
('\'Qhnton ofhum~nity. The fin.c: is the hcc~ric c>r Aphroditic er•, 
born in d)( lustful ch.aQS of pnmC'·al ~"•mps: woman's rda.tlont: 

with m:.n Wf'r'e many and fick le. th<: feminine 1>rindplc was dom· 
ina.nt anti th~ fathe r \ \ ' tiS "Nubod)"' ( this ph.1sc, t)•piOccJ by the 

n •llng courccs3n:S of Asia, has ~ut\•lved in such instilutiQitll 1:1 

temple J)rOstiluti()n). T he second, or Oemctrian era, dawned 

;llTM)n.g the t\mu.ons and csc-.ablbhc:cl ~strict gynOeratic ~nd ~gri· 
cultur.al oro~r: the swamps \\'ef'C: drained: the father or husband 

n()W acquired a certain St\11\U$ but ht niH rc=.mained under the 
clominal inn of the woman. Finally the J)atriare.hal or Apollonian 

~ysrcnt est.nblish ed itself. matri:u·ch)· ~urviving in degenerate 
Ama1.onl:m or even Dlony:s iru1 f() l'll'IS·" t>.•tasoch's three fcmini11e 

type.s ea.n t;a'$il}' be recognh·ed in these chr\;.e stages, the first and 
third cr.u being the limits bet~~n which the second O;Killut" 

in its prec:011rious splendor <)I'Jd perfection. Here the !a.ntasy Ancb: 
what it needs, namc:ly a throrctlc•l and ideologi(;ll $tructurt 

which tDnsronns it into a gener<1l c<mctption of human n.ature 
a..nd or the wol'ld. Talking about the art of che novel, Masoeh 
remarked 1h:t.t we m uiSt proceed from the "schema .. co th e .. prob· 
fern''; from our st:,rting point in chc ob~cssive fantasy we mu:~t 

progress co the theoretical framc"'Ork where the problem atisc~.u 
How due~ the Creek ideal become tr.:ansformed into the m.J:I· 

ochistk: kle.al. the chaotic.sen·nJ.o'llt~ or the heueric era into the 

n(W order of g)nOC:r.Uk: sen1iment.alhJ? Obviously through the 
en .strophe of the gla.cia.l epoeh. which accoums for both the 

r-epreUIOO or ~nsuality ;)nd I he triumphant rise o-f SC\'c."rity. 
In thC' rna,;ochistk fan tasy, fur t'i:talm its utilita rian fimction: 

it is \YO I'll le:)$ for the S.'lke o f mod euy rhan from fear of catching 
cold. "Vc•HI~ must h ide hc:m:ll in a vMt fur lest sh e catch cold In 

our ab.str01c:t nonhem clime. in the Icy realm of Christianity." 
Masoch's htrt>ines frequently meete. £,:eryt.hing is suggesth·e of 
coldness: mo~rble body. women of .stone, Venus or ic;c:, ve £lVOr 
ite eJtpren5ons of 1\bsoch; his cbu'«ltc:n often stf'\~ their o~morous 
apprenticeship with a oold n.uuc:-, b) the light of the moon. The 
wQIO.tn In cht dream, at the beginning of l~nw, expresses in h<'l' 
spc<.oc::h a romantic nostalgi .. for the lo~t world of the Greeks: " YtHI 

cannot begin to <~ppreciate Jo,•c as 1>ur<:. bliss and divine sen~nity ... 
you modern men, you chilJrtn or r~;t$01l •• . U SOOn as you try fO 
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be n.~tur.-1 )'OU bt:comc: ""tdgn •••• St<tJ in )'OUr nort.hem mnu .1.nd 
Chrhti.m incense: ..... You do not n~~ the ~!i.- lhc:y "oold 
fr«'e 10 dc:uh in ~'()ur elimo~~te." Th.u i$ iodf:ed the CU('OCC of 

the: m:Htcr. thf' <:3-tasrrophc of thC' I<"C Age having engle lied tht 

world or the C reeks and with It the 'YI)C of t he Grcdan woman, 
l>otlt :~exes IOnnd dtern:;d\·c~ illll'>•'>verbiiL'd. Man lx:c3.me cmc~e 
.md ~ought <I new digni~y in the d e,·dop mcnt or Consdou:ln\'~S 

.tnd thou~hr; .l$ .11 reaction to m.11n'1 hcighrc:ned conll(iQu;nc:ss 

\'Om"'n developed sentimtnt.alit), and tO\,.:ard his coar~M~>. 

~-.:til). The gl.-ci.\1 cold w~ "holl) rnponsible for the u~mfor· 
tnJI ion: )(ntimenralit}' beamc: the objec( of marls though I, o~~nd 

cruc:ltr thf- ptmishment for hb coar>tness. In the: tQid hcutcd 

Jlli~n<.-e between m.m ;)nd woman. it Is this c rudry and !lent icnen· 

tal ity in w omtH) that compel nMn to thought .md pt'OI>erly cc;.n· 

slltutc: the: nu.ww:hisric i (l co~l. 

l.ik~ Sadt, Masoch di.sringui .. hd cwo nJ.turcs, but lu: ch.r>~c· 
ttrite.s ch~m differently. Couse n.acur<' is rultd by indi\•idu-'1 arbi· 

tnrintn: c::unntng .mel 'iolenc~. h.at~ o~nd c:lesm.ctioo, di~e-r 

•nd Knw.alh) .:are t'\-erywherc .u worit. Beyond this lies t~ g.rt.Jol 

ptim.a"' nllture. which is impcnocul 1nd self-conscious. ltentimcn· 

to~l.1nd supersenSl•al. In thc l>ro logue tO Masoch's Gt~lit;crn ToiN a 

charaf'tcr known as "the wo.~nd'olr.: r'' indicu Nature for bcinp. ('\•il. 

N.lturc: rc:pli~s in her own dciCn~ thilt she is nor hostile ami docs 
not h,uc u~. even when she dc.1h dc:.uh, but a) ways turn:s to o~ a 

thrcc(old fo~c::e : cold. mo~tern;~l. ,e.,tre .... NuuTe ls thC' :.teppc:. 

~b.soc:h \ descrip1ions Of the ).(eppc M~ Of grt;at bf:o~Ut)~ csp«i.11Jy 
the one 1ha1 appe.JrS at the bcginnin& of frinkct Bolobon; 1hc l't'p­
n·s~nt.ation of narure by the identicll images of the stcl>pe. 1he 

sc:.1 a.nrlt hc: mother a ims to COU\'C)' the idea lho.ll' the .m-:ppc bul'if".S 

1he C•'tck WOI'Id of sensualit)' anti •·ejects at che same t ime chc 
modem world of .sad ism. It is like o1 cooling fon:e which lrau)• 

form1 dc:sh•c and t,..tn!Smutcs cnwlty. This is the m~$$ianlc idc:<ll · 
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ism of the sceppe. It does not foliO\' ch.:ac che crudt) of the 

~h1.~1le ideal is a:D)' the k:"wr th.an ptimili\'c or s.acli~tte CN· 

citY. 1han rhe crudt\' of whims or 1ha1 of w~kednc-.ss.. Ahho"l!h . . 
nl.ISO<.hb m "lw.&)'S h.t s: ,\ lheJ.trica_l CJUallt )' chac is not to be found 

in sadi~m. the tu(ferings it depiCt$ \If~ not, ror II II thttt , simul.lt\:d 

or s li~lll . t\('h htr is rhc .\mbicm crud cy less grc.at {the !StOrie$ o l 

,\1.uoc:h n:cot'tl e xcruciating tortur'-!.,). Wh.&t char;)Ctc til(;t m.H• 
ochhm And it~ the.uriCJ.lily i!S .a pccuHar IOrm of cruelty in the: 

"om•n corlukr: the: crudty or th~ ldtoal. the spec-ift(; rrecling 
pomt, the point~~ "hich idC.llis.m is rc.albcd. 

M~h·, 1hrtt womenoom->plH~ (0 dut•e fuodarnt.nt.ll mother 
imag-:~: thl• flnt i ~ I hi!' primilh'e, lUCtiO\', hei.)CriC m othcJ·, moth("r 

of the: doliCll .1nd the swamps; the .,..;CQncJ ill the Oe.<.lip~al m<Jther, 

thl' inMge Of lht beloved, \vho b1.'Cf>Mt'~ link<'cl w ith the s.u lisrtc 
f.uhcc· a:s vlcrim o r as accomplice; •nd in betwef!n th~-se lWCJ, the 

oral n~other, mother of th~ :,ttppe. who m1rtures aod bring, de.11th. 
\\~ c.lll h('r imcrmc:di.atc. but she m•y also come l..,t of .til. fvr 

she b both oral and silent •nd (hcrcfore hJS tht bst \\Ord. l·rt:ud 

~w hrr thu .. in 1M Thtmt- of rAt ThrN Cadtu. in .agi'C'C'menl with 

many th.:ntes irom mytholvgy ~ ·ul (olkfore. ·· nH~ molh<'r her~ 
self. tier lx'l<•\•t tl who is c;hosc n .thc:r her pan e rn. and fi naH)' the 

Mother L:anh who re<:eh•<"S hlln .tgoln ... 1 he (hir<l o f th<: I· .Ill<' I. 

alor\C!. the >ilem ft.O<i<Jess ofD..atl1 , \"UI uke him into her .1rms." 

lice· true pbc:e. how~·cr, i.s betwt':cn the two othtt$, .'lhhough , he 

is dnpla-t.:d b)· •n ine,·itable illusion of pcrspecth·c. In this con· 

ncccion \\t' fttl1ha1 lkfglcr's gconcr.al chcsis is t'ntirdy sound: thf 
sp«ific c:lcn'l.:nl o( nusochi~rn l•tht or"'1 mo1ber. U the idc.1ol of 
coldn<'\S, ~licimdc: and death. bcl\\ttn the: uterine: mother :~nd 
the Oedip•l mothc:r. We rnust wondc:t· .til tlte more why w many 

p:>ycho;malyst1. insi.sr o n discovcl'lr~g :1 disguised father· im<~~c in 

che ma~ochlstic ideal. and o n dc:ter.:llng l'lte presence of ll1e f.')lh~r 

b-.:l.lnd th.: ,.,.(Hl)an tQrt~crcr. 



C H A P TF lt v 

Fa the r a nd Mother 

h is argued that tht> overtflelo~ u f the mas(l(;hist S conflict with the 
mother. hi\ r~adlncsJ ro inc rimin.\tc her, should convince us 

that it is nor the mochcr b ut the father who plays tht: central 
role. RUI 1hl~ ill co :~ ;.nun<· th,lt J llt'CliiSIJnccs spring from rcpreft· 

sion: .1nd in any c;,ue the ma.so<:hirs t's allcge c.l resistance m ig ht 

just as e~sily t3l:e 1 ht form or a displacemen t fi~m one m ochcr 
figure ro .mother. It b not enough either to point ro the m us• 

Cular build and lht ful'\ or th(' l()t1Ure$S ./IS e ,•jdence (lf a COm· 

posire im:.ge. Tile "(.achr:t·" h) pothcs.i.s s.unds in need of ~rious 

phenomtno&ogiul o.- S) mptom~cologK:::.I support .lnd ~nn()( he 
m~e to ren 011 ~ line of n-bOning whkb :.lrc:~y presuppo~s 

m etiology. and with it the r~lbcious concq>l of a $.ldomaso­
c.hiStic: tnt it)· h Is .w.umOO ch~t since: the fuhc:r-i~ is a dc:lcr­
min;ant in udism. thh must •bo k trut for nt.uochism, th~ 
$.lme f.1ctors oper•ting in both c.ascs. once on-e allows for th-e 
inversions. projcction:t a.nd blurring ch .. raeu:ristk: Qr m;~~ochjsm. 
Fl'om this vlew~iiH the m.tsochisc would stJrc by wishing ro 
take the place o f the fa ther •n<l neal hjs pOtency {the $<1dbdc 

stage); a feel ing Ql'gtJilt \\Qulcl then Mise, :lnd with i r the lf...1r <~f 
castration, lead ing h llll to renounce the ac tive aim and take the 
place lJf the nH)thcr in solicitlttg the J~nher's lo\·e. But in order 
to a"oid the new on~ct o l' ~uilt and castration fear to wh ich 1hc 



p;wh~ rol~ gh'tl rise, he would no"-\ repl~ce t~ d"irc: to be 
10\f'd by I~ f.uher with the: '"dtiirt' 10 bt- beat~ ... which nCM 

only rcpre~m~ .:a ~r form of p.umhmcm. hul is a ~ub>titUI<" 
ror the lc>\t rdationship ibcl(. Bt•t why is it the mother wh~ 
do~~ che lx:11ting .lnd not, as wf , hould expect, the: father? \V(' 

.arc gh+cu v.\1 lou~ reasons lOr thl:lt fil'll t 1 he nl~e<l to .tvoi<.l ... ..:holcc 

which h too bl.lt.\ndy homo~CXlhl l; ~ccond chc need to pn:· 

serve che l'lr~c st~ge where th'l! mochc:r W.\S the desin:d object, 
.li'M'.I ~ro~ft onto i1 the punishing .ICtion o( ttM-: f.uher; fin.lll) the 
need co prntnt the U"h,ole proc:C'<S oK .l lind of <kmon)tr-,ulon 

or pic• .addrtssed soldy 10 the f.1thc:r: "You see, h h. nut 1 
wt.o ".:ant<'d to take )'Ollr pl,.cc. il li .ihe who hurts. c.nlr.IICii 

am.l beDt';t me .. . .'' 
If tfu.' f~thcr a.ppc.lrS tv J11il)' I he dcd:dve role throughout thCiiC 

suecc:~.sfvc· ~uges, it is bcc.tuse m.m.chism is 1 re,Hed .-s .e tornbl~ 

n.uion ot htghly ahnra<;t dementi subj<'Cl to ''arious tr.ln~JOrnl:t-o 

tion~. There is a l.'ailure to ~pprc:ci.acc: tM coul concrett situ.ulon. 
rhe 'f>'l'<il'ic '''-orkl Qf the pencnion: \\t' U'e not gh'f!ll ~ gc:nuintl) 

dillercndal di.1£.nosis bcause the ~oyrnpcom$ d.emseh'b lw"<" bt-t-n 
ob~urtd b)' a prccor~eh·~ ctio10(I.)'· hen such notions a" (II~~ 

tradot' ~nd guilt lose their explanatory lOree when they are u~ed 

w shuw chou sittMtions that ar<' flmd • .unent., lly unrelated neve• ... 

ll~<• lcss rc ... ene into one ;anotht.:r :~nd .)I'C thu~ related afre•· .1ll . 

Modes of \."qUivalence and tr .tml,uion <li'C misukcn for S)'Stetn) or 

tra.n~ition and uansform.oltion. htn ~psychoanalyst ot' Rc::iL.\ 

in.Siiht co~n ~): "Wh<-nc::\"cr we h.KI the opportunity to '\.CUd} ~ 
cue "e found the:. f.uher or his rc::p«''("ni.Uh-e hidden behind tht 

figure or tht be ... ting wom~n:· In lnllking such a S.t~ternent WC' 

n eed to be: far more spedOc .1hou1 1 h!! meaning or " hidcien," 

and l~ cxpl :~ i •l under wh.ll <:ond ltlons somC>(u)e or :s<m u.:thlng 

c~n l>u jaid co be h idden in thl! rela.don l>ctwcen symptotn5 .md 

c.euJic.s. 1 he s.une author l)(IJ$: "After ha.\ i ng consjdercd, tc:.ncd. 

s• 

vKI put ~II chi< in rl:tc balancc.thcre )"C:t rcm01ins ~ doubl. •.• d~ 

nOt the ol<lei.t srr01rum of muochism u ph.uuasy and .a.c1ion rc::~ 

gn.-\$ .lfh·r all co the mother-child rt'l~tio-nship .s to 1 hhturiul 
reality?"' And yet he uphold!> wh't he: t.alh his "impres!>ion .. COil· 

cemin~ the t'S\<:nti.ll and const.ll'll r(•le of (he fath er.l-4 I ~ he 

$pcaklntt. abvuc symptoms or ollcrln~ ~n etiology based on c:om· 
bination:l of ab'itractions? We arc ag:ain f.ac(';cl wirh the (jUC:HiOII 

whed•er the belief in the dcttrrnin.ant role of the father in nl.l~ 

oc.hbm l'J no1 simplr the result of I he pr~C'OJ'tCeh·e<J notion Of a 

s.ad~)()(ht:~otit ~nth:f-

Thc: pltcmal.lnd parri.ln:;h.lllhemt• undoubtedly pl'C(Iunun.ues 
in ~dhm. 1 heroe .lrt many lu:roine~ in Solde•s no\'ds. bu1 1heh 

3Ct ions. 1 he ple-asures 1hey e njoy tO(I.~thcr a mi their common 

p•·ojcCll .m: .,u in imitatjon of rn;m: man Is rhc spccr .. nor and pr('· 

~iding ~cnh1" to \>Jhom .lit th('ir acllvities arc d edicated. ~de's 
.mdrogynO~h creations arc: the produ<:t of an incestuOU$ union of 
f.tther .mel daughter. Ahhough ~rricidc occurs as l'requc:ncl) ,~., 
matnc;kk in tM work ofSade. 1.hc l\\'0 bTm of crime .ll"t' br from 

equh.JIC'nl, ~.arJ'" eqt~.ates th~ mc.uhcr with secondary n•turc. 
which b composed of"sofr·• molttuk~ .1nd is subject to tht l:lw> 

of e re.\ I io n. <"Onseror.~tion ou\d ··~product ion: the father by con· 

trast o nly hdongs to this n .l HifC throug h soci.)f cooservJth m . 

lno insically he represents pdmal'y natur~. which is beyond :~II 

constituted r>rdcr .md is m.lde ti l) of wild ;u\d lacero~tmg mole· 
cul~s th.lt urr, di.sordt"r ~nd ~n.lrCh)·: pout IiY.t NattmJ pl'llnu. 

Thc::.n:for<" chot f1ther is murdert'<l on1} in\OW u he deputs (rom 

his tru.: n;)tur.:o and function. while 1he morher is murdered 
because 'ht rtf'l'l.)ii\S (.)ithful co htl"). A~ Klossov.-s)d has shown 

wi\), ~~~c gre4'1 l~!it insight, the ~adi ~ot ic f.11n1asy ul tilll:tlcl)' rc<l \ l) l\ 

the I h t lll(' ()( d tt fatlu:" r dt:>lroyirlS his QWil family, by incit ing the 

daugl1tt.:r co co•·n •rc .and murder th<· mothe1·.IS In $11dism ~he (kdl· 
pal im~e of wurn.tn is macle. ~~~ 1t were. to explode: the mother 



becomes the victim pcsr (a«Dtttu, whik the d1ush1~r is elc~ted 
•o the poiilltOn of incestuous aecomplicc. R>r ~incc the institu· 

don of th~ rami I)· 0\nd C\'CI' dtC law arc ;lfTet:l<:<l by the maltrnal 
charattcl' of lecondary n.nurc, the f.Hher com only be a f.nbtr by 
0\'Crridin~ the l.aw, by dinol~lng the family iolnd prostituting it1 
membtn. Tht f~ther rcprts<nts natt~re ~ a primiti~e amrc;hic 
force rh.u c;a.n only be ~~tore-cliO its original 1.t.~re by destroyinp. 
rhe l<~~wli arld 1he secondary l>t!Jngs that arc subject to them. The 

ultinuu~ .lim of the sadist i$ tO f)Ut an cffeclh·c l~nd to .-.11 procrc~· 
tion, sincc h competes whh prim.ary nature. What makes S<tdc's 

heroin($ s.xlb:ric is thdrsodnmitic union with lht r.nher in a fun· 
da.mcnt.,l alliance- against the morht:r. Sadism bIn C'\"'(:ty sen$C an 

acri\'e ne,:•tlon of the mother and an t"-X<lllt-atron of the father who 
is berond :.II laws. 

Ill "The: 1'.\SSil~ or the Oedipus Complex, .. 1-'=r<:ud points (0 two 
possible outcomes: the ~th·e-~diitic. where the child identific:. 

with the fa.ther, and the pufive·muochi~ic, where he t.&kCJ 
inste.td tht.' p1.ac~ of tbe moe her •nd desires to be )~'ed by thC" 

f.ufler. The chtory of p.lrtli'll lmj>ulses allow~ for the cocxinenec 
of these twr,) <:ntiries and thu~ lends supJ)()I't co the belief in che 
unity of s:.rli'rn and m.asochl$m. f!rtud says of the Wo1f Mail: "In 

his sadism he mainuint:d hb ancient idencif'ic.&tion ""ith his father: 
but in his ~hism he chose hirn as a sexual objttt." So when 
\\-"C" arr told •hat 1he c::haracccr who docs the bc:ftlng jn masochism 
is tl1e l<~thC"r, we are em itled to :.~k: Who in rc.-lity is being l.leatcn? 

Where Is th~ r.u-her hidden? Could it not be In chc person who 
is being bt<~tcn? The mMOChbt reeb guilty. he ljks tO be beaten. 

he c.xpi.UC'J. b,u why and fOt wh.n crime? l.s h nOt prttisely lhC' 
fuhcr-im.lge in him that is thu~ mjniaturi1.ed. be.uen, ridiculed 

and humili.ttcd? What rhe subject atOJleS for i' hb rescml>la.ncc 
to chc t:·uht r •md the fa.thci''J likerh:::ss in him: the fOrmula of ma.s• 
ochism h the humiliated r.ll her. llcnc.e the t.uhtr h not so much 

.. 

t}lc be~ttr as the be.1tcn. A poim of great slgnific;:.lrlce: in t~ fan· 
Yl<)' of ch~ three n'lothcr~ h the symbolic transfer or redisnibutiorl 

of oi l paternal funcclonll to the threefold femin ine figure: the 
&th~r is e;c;doded and complerel~· nullilied. Mosr of MMOCh'$ t'IOV"­

eb eont~in a. huntin& :sc~Cne whieh is <k.sc.Tibed in minute tktilil: 
the ~cal woman hunt1 a bear or a "vJf and deipoil$ i1 of its fu-r. 
We could interpret thtJ symbolically a;: the struggle of woman 

ag~hm man, from which woman emCI"gC8 trhunph.-n1. Bu1 this 
would be a mistake, ~Inc~ woman ho1J already triumphed when 

m~hism begins. chc: bt;~r and the fur h.wc 3.lrt3dy been hl·••esced 
with 1n cxdush·ely k:minine signific.mc:c. Th~ .mima.l $t.&ndt for 
the pt1mit:h·e het~eric mother, the pre--birch mother, it is hunted 
.md de11poiled. for the bc:nefit of the or<~ I mother, with the .1Im of 

achieving a ~birlh, u l>a.rthenogenetic ~coond birth h~ which, as 
we )hall .see, the fath~r Ius no pare. It iJ true rhat man rc~ppcan 

at tht oppcMite polt. on the sjde of tht Oedipal mother: an alii· 
mec b contracted bc.l\\'eel\ the: 1hird \\'On'W\ md the 'WdUdc: m.m 
(Eibabeth and lpo-lhr in Tht Fountoln b] Youth. Oragomir.t and 

Uoguslo1v in The Fisl11!r of.~lt, and \Vanda :t.1HI t-he Crc:ck in •t•nl)f ). 

But this reappear<'IJ)Ce oi man is OOn\pMibl~.: with masocbhm only 

to rhe e.1Ucm that chc: Oedipal mother m;o,imains hcT righu and 
htr lnttgrity; nOt only does the man appear in e.ffemirwtc. cnns.­
\CUhe fonn (the Greco:k in lbun), but in eontrasl ro what 1up­
pen• In ~dism, tb.e nu.nher-repreloen~tive is the accompllec and 

the young g irl is the \•lctim. (lo 1'11~ l·mmulin of Yovth, che fll ,ls­
ochi.stic hero aJlows [ lh.abeth to murd(:r Gi.sC:Je, the youn1 girl 

ht 1o"t.s.) \Vhere the U~distic man h.apptons to triumph.,, he 
doef fl the end o( lfi:IUI' •. aU masoclmtlc acti\·ily ceases: like tht: 

Fomu in Phlo, it withdraws or peridle.S rouher than unilt with 

its opposite, sadh m. 
J(Owevtr, d1e tr.)ll>fcr Of the fUI)Cth.>nll Of the ftllhtr Oil tO tht 

three mothcr·im~gcs bon!)· one ~pcec of the fantasy. The m.ain 
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s,ignlnc~nce ot the f.ant.nJ lie• In the concetttl'iltion o( .. u 1hc 

m.ncm.tl Junctions in the p:rson of the SttOnd mother. th.: or.al 
or "g,ood'' mQther. It is a miHJkc ro rtlate ma5CXlmm to the 
theme of1he bad m01he.r. There m.• of course b.\d mothen in m.)~· 
ochhm (the I W() extremes or th-." uterine mother :md tile Otdl· 
j>;)l rnothcl') but this is b<:c.1use the whole tendency of m.ls•>ChiMh 
b to idealize che function5 of 1 he bold mother and rr,msfer chem 
ontu the: good mother. The functh')r) of prosrinuion bdong$ ~pt-­

cifl<'.<~ll} 10 r~ Uh~rinC', hcueric mochtr, <11nd i:s lTJ.nsk.lrmed ln 
the s.adisdc hero into .m in'lo(ituhon doigned U) desti'O)· thr 0ec1i. 
)»lrno1her .~,rwj make the dil~htC'r Into'" .ccomplict. Although 

we Ond in \1,uoch and rna5ochism a ~imil.ar Pr<:'pensity tO pronf· 
lute the wom~n. we should not r'Cs;ard this as proof that Jo'l<'li~m 
nnd mn~ochism sh.tre in a conun01l nature. The irnpm·t.:tnt di!Te1·· 

cnct: In 1 hi~ cast is that in rn.u<.c:h l~m the wom an .assunw~ the: 
function <Jf prostit\ltion in her C3.pacity .a~ honest '"nm .. n , the 
mother In htr Citpacity .u the Jood Grot) mothe.,.. W.mc:l.l rel.ltes 

how M~\Oeh persuaded hcr to lool for Jo,trS.. co .amw~r advcr· 
dscmcn1s o~nd to prostiUitt husclf. But ht justified this d~m·c 

u follow": "I low delightful to find in on(''S own respccub1C'. hon· 

est and go('ld wife a V(l luptuou~nf'~S thr)t musl usually he sou&ht 
among wQmcn of easy vinuc." l hc llH'Hhtr, insofar as she h or.1l , 

rti~Xo'CI3blc :~nd pure, must .usume the hmctic>n.of prostitute nor· 
m.:t ll)' reser,·cd for the uterine mother. T he same is true of the 

sadhtic functions of the Oedip.ll mQCher: che adminiur;uion of 
crutlty is c.a"t-n <n-.:-r ~· thc good mochcr and i:s thu~ prorouncll) 

tn.nsfe>tmed .and put w the s.cn ic.c of th~ muochi.slic Ideal of 
cxpio~tion .and rebirth. P'roStllution ~hould nor therefore lx- re· 

gard<'d .h a common featu re th:n links Uj> the tw() ~"·crslon!>. 
'I he drc.arn of unh·ersal prostitution, n~ it appears in Sadc 's "S(I<.:iet y 
of the rriench (If crime." is embodl<:d In an objt<Cii'C inJtitutlot! I hu 
.:tims to dct~troy the mother o~nd gh•e pn:fcrmerH to the daug.ht~r 

b> 

(the mothtr becomes .m outc.ut o~nd the d~ught~r ;,a p.~~rtnt.·r). In 
.\IUO(.h on thr contra')· the idC'a.l Jonn of prostitution IS b,a,..:d 
on~ pm-oft contrf.CI where~ the muochis.t ptrsua.dcs hb wile. 
in her ca1>.1uty OlS good moth~'· ~0 (:h C herself to o ther m4'n.1~ 
Thus the or.ll mo1 h er as the ideal o f mal\ochism is expected to 

o~mune .all d tc functi<ms (Jf the olh er female flgures; in ukinJ? on 
these functi(lt,s, ~he transforms and o,;ublim.ues them. 1'his i!> why 
"-c l«lth~t (h)'Choana.lytk interpn:t .. uon-s rdatmg m;.u.()(;hiitl"' to 

the .. bOld morheT" .are of ,·ery limitc:d .lpplic.lbiliry. 
Thb c.-once:ntrnion of functions in the ~rson of~ good or'l 

motht.r i\ ()n(> t)r I he \\'a)'S in \\'hic.h thl' r .. ther i$ etrlCelled oot. 

a1,d hh Pl."li and functions disuibutcd 'mong the rhree women. 

Th<' W.l)' i ~ thU$ made c lc:.ar ft>r the ~t·u~le ,\nd the epil>holny or 
the thr<!C W()lnCn, wh ich wiJI C\'eiHU:tiJy r<:!iUit in the triumph or 

the orJI woman. In shore the 1 hrc.C' \'IQmen constitt•te a ~ymll(l ll t: 

9 rctcr in ,..-hich ;tnd through which che t:uhcr is abolished in 

.d ... .me.:- l'or ,)II tin"te. This et(m,.t. tim( less suprem~cy of •he 
mother co~n only be uprC':S.'Sed in th~ l~ngu.lge of ffi)"ths. whk:h b 

thc.rtfor<' ('\).Cnti~l to m•sochnm: t""erything h~s alrtady h~J,. 
pcncd, )nd the f'ntire acti()n t ;akco~ pi~C<' between 1hc mothC'I' 

images (tlmli the hunt and the conqut)t' o l the fu r). It is there· 

fore suqu·lslng th,l t e\·en th e mQJ,t .,•nlightened t>sychoannl ytic 
wr-itcn link the emergence of a symbolic o rder with the " n.-m(l 

of the (,uhcr." Thi-s is surely to clinlJ. tO che slnguJa,ly Ul\tlJl.ll) ticotl 
conc:cpc:ic.n of the motber as the reprt\Cntuive of nature ancJ the 

f.l!ht.r .b wk principle ~nd rtptf1ttu,Ui\"t o( cuhure and "''"· Tht 
muochl.st expc.ritnces the symbolic order u an interm.uemal 
order m "hich the mother repre.wnt'l th~ law under certain pre· 
scribNI C()IHIII ions: sh e gencr.ucs the'> mbolism rhrough which 
the m.a.!>OChil\1 expresses hirnsdf. lt 1:; not .1 c ase o f identific .. tion 

whh the IY\()Iher, .)Sis ,uist3ken1y 1.~-tlie,·c<l. The threeiOid divi· 
:~ion oJ the rnother literally expel! tht: fnthcr from the m.uochittlc 

,, 



universe. In The Siren, M<tsod1 le1ls th('. Story of a young boy who 

allows t>eopl<; to believe th3l hjs t:'lther is d~ad merely because ht 
finds it easier and more polite not to dispel a misundeJ'$f<lllding. 
There is a disavowal of the mothe1· by mag_~lify ing he r ("sym. 

bolic.tlly the molhtr l<~cks nothing'') and a corresponding dlsa· 
vowal of the father by degrading him (''rhe father is Mlhlng," in 
other words he j~ deprived or all symbol it: function}. 

\\te need therefore to examine more dosely the way il) which 

man, the third dement.- is introduct.-d or reintroduced in rhe lll3.\1-

ochisrie l~ntasy. The life ,\nd work oi :\hSC>Cil were dornin<~ted by 
che quest for this third pany whom he calls ' ' che Creek." How• 

ever. in %nus rhe char.:~cler holS two ast>ects. The first or fantasy 

aspect is effeminate: the Greek is ••like a woman . . .. . In P;~ris hi!. 

h;.$ been seen dressed up as a woman. and men were showering 

him ,,,ich Jove letters." The second a$J>eCl is virile ;md mt~rks on 

the cootr.:ny tbe er'<.l of the fantasy and of rhe masochistic c:xer· 
cisc. \Vhen (he Greek (,lkes U)) the \'lhit> 30d thr;J.Shes se,·erin the 

Sl•l~nlMS-ual charm qukkly dissoh·es: ... voluptuous dream, woman 

and love," all melt away. T he novel has a sublime iUld humoro us 

ending, with Sen~rin gi"ing up masochism and curning sadisf. We 

may ther·efore conclude lht'll lhe f~ther, though abolished in the 

symbolic ordt~r. ne"erthelcss continues to ace in the order of 1he 

rcal,l7 or· of e.xperience. There is a fundamental Jaw, first IUrmu· 

Ia ted by jacques Lac~n. according to which an obj<.!CI. w hic h has 

been 3bolished on lhe symboljc plane resurges in "the real'' in 

a hallucinatory fOrm. IS The final episode of \'i:nt~ l is a lypical 

insl.-nce of tlre aggressive. and halludnawry rccurn of the f.uher 
in a world that has symbolically abolished him. Everything in the 

text suggc::;ts that the.:: full ''reality" of th<: scene: can only be e~r>c· 
rienccd in a hallvcin0110ry m01nner: lhe h all t•cination in n:turn 

makes the pursu it o r continuance of the f.lnto.lsy impossibk It 

would rherefOrt be lhoroughly misleading to confuse the fantasy 

chat ¢Omes imo play in the symbolic order and the hallucina· 

tion th;,c represents the rcrurn of whu had been symbolically 

abolished. Theodor Reik q uotes;. C'3Se where o:sll che '"magic'' 
\·anishes !l'Om the masochistic scene because th..: subje.c::t think; he 
r~cognh:e-.s in the woma_n about lO st-ri.ke him a tr.).il that r~minds 

him of the father. I? (Tite same thing happens at d1e ~.:nd of ltmu, 

;.nd even more strikingly. l>ince here. as 3 result o f che ;)CttJ;)I sub­

stitution of a f.uher ngure, the Grec:.k, for the tonuress, Se,·erin 

is movt<l w gi\'e up the masochistic aim altogether.) Reik seems 
to regard the case quo ted abo,•e as proof that che torture-ss cssc.n• 

t iallr rcpre.sents the father and that the rnothtr·image is lhe ft~ther 
in disguise - .m argument once: again in f~vor of a sadomasochistic 

entity. ln our opinion the conclt~sion should be <tuite lhe .revtrse; 
Reik •no:sir\t':.lin$ that rhe subject i$ •·di$illusioncd,'• but we ought 

rarher to say that he is "di:sfantasi1.ed," fantasy giving way to bal· 
lucination and a haUucin.lCory st3te. F3r from being the truth 

b<:hind masochism and cht:. confirmation of its connectior' with 

sadism. the aggressi~·e retul'n or (he f.llher d isropr$ the masochis· 

tic situ.uion; it represents the constant threat from the side of 

reality to the masochist's world aJld to the defenses lJ\;ll' condi· 
tion and l imit the symbolic world of his perversion. It wot~ld be 

.. wild .. psycho.analy:sis to favor this breakdown of h is defei\Ses by 
mist;.king the "p•'Otest" fi·om external reality for the expression 

of an inner reality. 

What :.tre the Jll<\sochistic defenses Jg;)inst both the reality and 

the hallucination of the t:nhcr's aggressive return? The m~sochis· 
tic hero must evoh•e a complex s1 r,uegy co pr'(ltecr his world of 

IJni.)S)' and symbols, an-d to ward off the hallucinatory inroads of 

reality (or to put i t dHTerc.ntlr. tile real au~Ck$ofhaUuci.oation). 

T his ptocedvre which, as we shall see, is conscandy used in mas• 

ochism. is the canrroct. A contract is t:stab)ished l>etwe.tJ) lhe her<t 

31\d the woman, whereby ac a precise point in time and for a dt:tcr-. 



m ln<'tt! period she- is gi\'t'n e•,.ery right o,·c:r h im. Uy thi\ 1\'\\'.ln'i 

tht• m<l.sc>chist tries to exorcise the d.mgcr of the r.u her and to 

ensure t hat rhe temporal order or re.alh}' .1nd ('X~ric:nc:e will be 
in confOJmic,· with the $\·mbolic urdc:r, in whk:h che f.uher hu . . 
bttn .1boli1~ for ~n time. Through 1lw- <'Ontr.o\Ct, 1h,t h 1hrough 
tht n\0'01 q,tie)IW.I OU"td ttmpt~~F"Mily dcttmurwte .ct. the muochbt 
re.achn tM\-ard the most m~tthial .and thro nlCKI tltnell:).) ~.~Jms, 
\\htre the tlu~e mother·irmgcs dwdl. finally. he ensurc5 th.tt h\" 
will he beuen: we h~,·e seen th;u " h;u i' beaten, humiliat \"d and 
ritlkultd in him il the •mage and the likenen of lh~· b thtr, and 

the po~>sihiliry of 1he f;~ther's :.ggre$..)1\'C rew• n. /r Is nota thild hut 

a jOlhtr rhm Is bting bcorm. The m~ochi$t thus llhC"rltCS himself 

in p•'tJ)M-,ll ion for;, rebirth in which the father will h.:wc no p:.e·c. 
But how shall we account JOr th<· f.t {"f dlill t' \'Cn h\ the C::<>n· 

tr:.cc lhe m:.wchist requires a thin! p.1rty. the Greek? Why should 
h<! so ard ently desire t his third party? 'I ht• .\nllwc r i1 dm che 
Creek, while he undoubted ly evokes the dJngc:r o l the: .t~Yt.ish·c 

rerum of the f.nhcr, aJso sr.anrls for o:omerhin~ more- something 
or an end rely d.ifTen::nt kind, namd y the hopt of,, rebirth. the 
proj«:rion of the new m.1n 1h.1• will ~wh from the ma)ochiuic 

npenmmt. The Gree-k is .. compound ngurt: combining \'"~riOUS 
C'lemf':nts: "hen he is i<fealiz:ed bt fon .. 'itwduw, the outcome of 
masochism and stands lOr the n~ m.1.n: in hi~ Sldmic rot~. by 
coneras1, ht represt.nts tht c.bDg(f'UU) f.~.thcr who brut.l.ll~· im<::r­

rupu the cxpcrimenr and inte:rfereJ. with th~t outcornc. let us 

re-mind ourSeh·~ of the fund.amental $-tructure of tlnu~>)' in gen· 

eral, for the arc of maS()Chism is 1 he <'f1 of foAnt.l>'J· r~.ntuy pll) S 
o n lWO series. t wo opposite "margin.)t" and the r·csoniJ.nce thus 

set up g ives life to :.nd creates the he.arc of the f.·mta~)'· In mas· 
O<.:hism the two symboJic margim arc th<: utcrin<- •llOther Md the 
Oc:d i p:~;l mother; between them and mo"ing frum one 1'0 the <I t he r 

h 1 he or.l l mother, the core of rhc l~u'lt.ny. ·rhe nlil!IO<:hist plays 

00 1 he two cMrc:mt's J.nd c.auscs them tO produce a reMuwnGe in 

rbt. oro~~ I mother. He thereby in,·cst~ hcr \Vith an ampluude winch 
repNtcdl,- IJring1lu:r \('f)' clos«! to the figures of her rh·.a.ls. The 

or.tl mother mu:n wre')t from •l•t utcri•~e •nother her hcucric 
runctjons (proslituct()n) .uwl tram th~ ~ipal mothet- ber wdis­

tic functtom (punh.hmenc). At ~hhf'r end of her pendulumlil:e 
motion. 1hc ~ mothC't mus.c confront th<-: third pany: the .a.non• 

ymou.s utcnne rnoth<r .uKI tht" >adisctc Oedipal ll'IOthtr. But in 
poj01 nffJ.ct ('m)e .... chlnp.;; ul..t .a.IUm tOr the worse asa result of 

che luHul' inatory l'eiUIII v( tht fa t her) the third party is llt\"et 

im•jced n•· !>Oughl .ll'tcl' fM h'\ own sakt":, burro be ncutTa1izcd by 

the substitv tio•• of th<.: g<KHJ motlu~r for tht: uterine and the Oe.Ji· 
pal mother. ' l'he iJ.d•·cnllu'('; whh I url wi~ 11 ;ulmir;:.bly illustr.)lCS 
this: its c::om ic cllcct b clue t Q l ho panics put up by the two ch~r· 
acters in confe·ont.lli~n)O Wh<·n M:.5och rccciv<.-s the l'irsr lc ttcn; 

(mm ''Anatole" he: 'ilnc~rdy hopes that h is correspondent b .a 
wom~n. Bllt I!( h.l~ al~.1<ly pl:.nned hi\ Jl>'lrf) in C.:t$t it shouiJ lw ol 

m.1n: he w ill inrnxluc~ W:.nd.a lnrn the aO:tir and in collusion with 

tht:o tllinJ ~"Y will gel h<"r co perfOttll ~ heto\eric or s.x.lisc.ic func· 

rion. hue in hc.r c.ap.~~cll~· .:t.\ good morher. \\'hereupon An . .uolc. 
whoM other plarn, l"(plid with an Ullt:'(pected parry. and intro­
duces his hunch~Clf'd cou~ln who 4 intended to nc-utulbe 

Wa:nc:Lt hcnclr. concruy to all M~h·~ mtendons. Tht qvestiOC'I 
"'hether rmwthi'm '' feminlnt' :u\d pu,.h-e »td s:tdiun '•irile .mel 
acth·c is only of 5ee0ncb:ry impon-anu. (n ~ny case it ari.lots from 

the pre~>upJ>05-Ition chat wdiqn Md mJ~socltism ;:trc oomplemcn· 

tat}. the o ne being the rcver!>c o f che o ther. But sadism and m~~· 

O<:hh m J o not together con>tiiUie a single ent; ty; they :.re eh) l 

rc sp<"ctivcly ma<lc up Qf p>\11 Ia I im1u elses, but each is complete 

in itself. The maM.J-Chb t'll l.'xperiencc is grounded in <In allhuH::e 

l~nvecn the sv •t ,\net 1hc- M.ll rnorlwe•; r1w s:.dist's in chc alli.mce 
ol' t:uhce· .and tl.lught~Jr. In both c.u t"s thi~ alliam.:e i:; cunflnne . .J 



by thC' respec.:tive d isguises. In m.aSOChbtn the: m;uculint lmpuhe 
h emb«lic:d in the role of the Min. while the rtmlninc: impulse 

h projected in choe role of the: mother: bu. in polnr of f.1ct the 
r"n impulst~ constitutC': one single rlgun:; fcminlnh) i:t posited 
•) 1.-::king in nothing a.'ld ptac:ed ._tongskle "' ''irillty suspended 
in diQ\"'w..ll (just as the •b:scnce of • penb nc«l not lndle.te bd: 
of d~ plullus. iu presence likwisc need not inodOtc: possc:$Sion 

ofd,t phallus). HC"ncc in nusochbm 1. gkl has no dlfrw:-uhy in 

.usuming chf' role of :son in relation ro the beann& mOther who 
JXl~wsses tht: idea] phallus a1HI on whom rcbll'l h dept.nds. Simi­

larly. in S.ldisrn, it beCo mes possible ror the boy lO play rhc role 
of J girl in' relation ro a projectior; vfthe father. W~ might 5il)' that 

the: lllil \O<:hist is hermaphrod ite and lhC. ~aJist androgynous.,, , 
f'hty represent paralld \vo rltls. c:ach complct(' in hwlf. and it is 

boch ~llltlCCess:.ry and impossible; for dthc•· to enter chc other•s 
world. We canno t al any ro1 te say that they ;ln' exact opposiccs, 

except ir~sofar as o pposites avoid e.1ch other .lnd mu~t eilher do 
so or perish. This .,.ery oppmieion tends un(ortunately to sul!:geSt 

poqibilities of tnnsfonn.ation. re,~l'$olJ ... rMJ combln.:ulon. Yet the~ 
i~ betwc:cn sadism and m;~sochism .m irreduc:iblc db:symmet~: 

Pdisrn stilnds for thC': ;ICliYe negjtiOn of the mod~r .tnd the inflil· 
tion of the f.uher (who i.s placed •bcn·c. the l..t" )< rmsochism pro­

Cffils b)· il twofold dis.wowll. ;~ pos1th-c. id~.11i1ing d,,.,,vwal of 
the mQ(hcr (who is ~tified with the l.t.w) o~nd In ln\•otlidating 

diu.YOwill ofthC': f.uhcr(who is expelkd from the S)'tnbolic order). 

C II AI'l (fl VI 

T h e Art of 1\\a s och 

l 'hc:rc is a fundilmental ac:sdu::tic o r plastic element in the ~nor 
Masoch. h h.,~ lx<·n ~ld that the :><'n$es become "theoreticians·• 

o:and tlut chc eye, tOr cumtlle, becomes a human eye when its 
object hsclfh,_s l>e1.111 ll'.ltl~rormcd into~ human or cultural o bjt."(:t, 

fMhioned by and Intended ~oldy ior man. Animal nature i:l j)l'(l­

foundly hurt wheu ~hl'l trdn"'l'lu13otiO•' (lr its org.uu fi-om chc ani• 
(ll~) to lh<' hum.ln c.tke<~ p lace, and it is the: experience oftbb 
painrul pructss th.lt the .1n of M~~och aims to represent. He c.t.lls 

his doc"inc ··supcrseru-u.lllsm .. to indicue this cultunl rtite or 
tnnsmutec.l scns~Jity; thh tllipl•ins wh) he rinds in works of .lrt 
the sour«: and the insplrulon of his I~ Tht" l<m::r C':mbncts,. 

marble "-"'m,.n b) "·.ay of fniti~liOn; women becomt exciting 
when they ~r( indi~tmgui.shablc from cold starues in the moon· 

lighc or pamlifliS in daliencd room$. *n;rs: is set under the sign 
of'Dtia11, ,.,.i l11 its m)'~llcal l>l:t)' (If flesh, fur a.n.d mirror, and the 

conjuoction t>£ cold. cruelty itnd M!ntirl')tot. The scertes in Masoch 
have o f n~:ce~:.hy,.. ffo,(' n <jualhy, like statues or portraits; they 

are rcJ>Iic;u of work¥ uf an, o r cl>-t they dup)lcue chcmsch·cs in 
n1irrors (a~ when S<:v4.'rln c:.tche,; sigh t of h is own reflection 
in chc mirro r). 

s .. dc'~ herves. by eom rasc. 0\ft not art lovers, still less collec· 



rors. In J•l11ctt~. Sa<lc: explains why: "Ah, if ~nly ;,~n cnitr.tvt'r could 

n=co!'cl for posteril:- this divine a.nd voluptuou' sccnr! Bur lu<lt, 

which all roo 'luic:kly crown$ our acto", might not ha-..""C .iiiO\o\·ed 

the ani'\1 time to porn<1y them. h is not c.'.tsy for an. "hich is 

moc:ioniC"U. 10 depict .m acci"itr the csience or \\hkh is move· 

mcn1 ... Snl~ity is ~rnc'nt. In order 10 COf'lv._·lthc immedi· 
IC)' of this J:Ction of one soul .gamst .lnother. Side choose"'$ to 

~lyon tht qu•mit.ttht lechniqucs of .ccumul.ltton 1nd .-.ecelcr­

ation. mcchan~Jy grounded in a materi.t~li11tk tht:ory: n:i(eu•ion 
•nd inr(' nul m ulrip lication of the ).(end, J)rcd t>i t.tt lt)n, ovcr­

dc:t~:rmin.uion. (The subject is at once J)arrleidc-, inct.:nuous, mur­

derer, prostitute .tnd ~odomil c . ) We h;m:• ~~en why number, 

q uantit)' and quantitath•e predpit.ttion were th(! \pcc:ific obstcs· 

sions o f sadism. Masoch . o n •·he ~oncrary, ha~ 1;1\·cry 1'4',\~0n to rely 

On arc .tnd tl1e immobile <tnd reflect i\'C qUJlity or C~•lturc . In h is 

view d1<' plastic arts conrcr .an etcmo~l ch.u acu:1· on chcir subject 

because they .. uspcnd gestures .tnd att itude:~. ·rhc whip or the: 

SWOfd that ftC'I.'CT Strikes. the fur thal OC\'Ct dl)ci01C:i tht nesh, the 

hc:d th.n is forc:\·er d(SCendjng on the victim , .lrc the t\pre5$ion, 

be)ond all mO\·tmtnt. of .. profound st.uc or wo~hlng cl~r ro rhe 

sources:()( li(e and ~th. The 00\eh of MMC>Ch dispby tht most 

Intense p~D.IP.~tion wirh ant)(cd nlO'Vtme-nt: his scenes •~ frc>­

zen, .as though photographed, sten:otyped or JN!inced. In lt-nur 
h is • painter who says_: .. \~man, god<)t,, ... do ~ not know 
what it is: co IO'\"'e. 1<> be consumed by longing .-nd p.as:slonr' And 

Wt.nda looms with her furs and he-r whiJ), .adopthlg a ~uspe11ded 

posnm•, like .a tob/~(1V t-·flunr: " I \\'.lnt to show you .tnoc11c:r por­

tr.lil of me, o ne that I p<~ inted mys.clr. You &11.'111 COJ>Y it." ''You 

~hall C'Opy it" suggests both the ~tcnmr:sc of the: o rder und th(' 
rc.•Oeetion in1he m irror. 

\VIJi ling and suspense arc csseJ'It ial ch;"~rJcterlsll c:s (If the ma$­

ochistic c"q>eritnc~. Hence the ritual scene:~ ()f luutglng. crud~ 

THt:; AltT 011 MA!;DC·I 

thion and <•thi."r form~ ()( physlc:al suspension in Masoch 's novels. 

iht "'-'SOC:hiH 11 mOt()~: bur his morQSCncs..-. should be rcl .. ucd 

to the e:c:pcric:nc::e o( w~ulng and delay. It ..,., often betn puinttd 
out th.lt tl'M: plc.HUre-p.tln complex is insuA'icient to ckflnc m.as-­

ochism: but humlli.luon. C~Cpi.ltion. punisl1mtl'lt and guilt o~re nOt 

sutlkit:nt cithc:r. It b a'lued. jultifbbl)·· that the.- masochist is oot 

a strange btu'lg who rindt pl.t•Suro: in tHin. but thlt he l$ lik.e 

t'eryonc dSC".. and finch plcJ:s;Uf"C': "ht-n: othen: do. the simple dif. 

ference being dm for him p.ain, punishmenl or humilii.tion art 

necc.~l)' prcrequi.;.it<'~ (t) obr.~lning gratific.uion. 1-IQ\\C\'Cr. 'hi$ 

mechani.o.m renu.in~ lncomprdtcnsible if it is not rdared to the.· 

fonn and in parl it,rl,u It) th<' ccmpor.tl fom1 1ha• makes it possi· 

blc. T hus it Ill a mlstt~kc: 10 m;at the pleasure- pain complex a:s 

a r~w m .. lt<'•'l31 ,,blc i rurht~ic"ll )' 10 lend h self to any triJnsformtl· 

t ion, beginning whh che .sllcg<-'d transformation o f sadism into 
1Thl$CK:hisrn. Form~lly 3p~nkin~. ma.soclli ... rn is a state of wo~iting: 
the masochbt cxpcr'lc:ncc:$ w<'liting in its pure limn. Pure wait• 

i.ng dh·id~ na.turiiiJy into ,, .. ·o ~imult<meous currents, the first 
rcprc~nring wh.lt b aw.thcd, something esscnti.tlly tardy • .alw.ap 

Lnc and ah'"P po)tponc:d, the second repre~nting somt:thing 
that i.,. e>.pttled 1nd on "hleh ckpc.nds rhe spc~ing up of the 

~w~iu:d obj«t. It islnf:'·ltable that such~ fOrm. such a rhythmic 

division of time into two s1re.arm, should be "fi1100~ by the pu-­
ticubr combrnatlon of plc:.uurc .and .,.in. f"OC at the same time 
u PJin fuHIII~ ,,,h~t i\ ("~JX"C:ftd, ic becom¢.::f. possib.Jc for plc.u· 

ure to tUJnll what iJ aw!llted. The masochist w~its for pleasure Ill 

sornething thJt i' b()Utld 10 be lou e • .sod f>xJ>eClS pain as th~ con· 

dilion thou will ri1\l'lll)' e-nsure: (both physic.ally and morally) the 

ac.lv~:nt of pleMl•rc. lie: therefore poStJ>Ones ple.'l-sure in e,., J)eCt3· 

tion of the ~~in which will rn,lkC' gr.uific.u ion t>ossibJc. The anxi· 

t:ty of the •na~vc;hhn diYid<:s du:rcfore into :tl) indefini1e ~wi1ili1lg 

of p le1.1surc 3nd .ln in1 ens<' t'""' l)ec.•.lt ion ()f p.tin. 

7' 



Ois~\~11, suspense, W41cln,. reaishism Mld f.tr~tuy together 
make up the !IJX"<:itlc con~ttll~tion c,( r-oa~ochh.m. Reality, as '"0 
have secn.b nffcctC'd r)Ot IJy nc:g.nlon Gur by J di~;wowal thtu tran~ 
poses it into f.ln i.\Sy. Suspen~c J}Crforms the ~ame functku~ in rcla· 
tion to chc ld\!al. which is olbo rcleg.ntd to f.-ncouy. \Vaiting 

rc:pr~rut cht unity or tht: ldt~l and the: rul. tht= fonn Of" tc:m. 

por.lity oft~ fantuy. The ftth.h is •he object oft he rantas:y, th<' 

fam.tsired obJc:cr pt~r excdlcncc. Con:sidcr th(' following m-.soch· 

i~tic fan l.lS)': a woman in sh<.ms i$ 1>edaling enc•·gctically on" 
sc.uionary biC)'cle; the subject I~ lying under the bic;)·cle, the whir· 

ring pedals .tlmost brushing him, his palrM pt'C"ned •gains.t the: 

wormn's uhu. All the ekmcnts are conjoined m this image. from 

the feri.,hi•rn of the. woman'• calf H) the twofolrl waiting rcJ'>r.,:.· 

sen ted by tht motion o l thC' pedal:~ and 1 he immobility of th(• 

bicycle . We should s.1y. howc;vcr, lh.H there: is no such thing a1 

.:a sp.:dllco~ll)' m.bochiscic kind of w.1iting. but nthe-r th<~t the: 

tNSCXhisc. b morose. by '"hich w~ mean th.u he- hperiencc:s w.Ut• 

ing in iu p~ue form. For eumplc, Ah$()(._h arr1np.ed to have .11 

heahhy touth l)ulled out while h is wife, du;.ssc;cJ in fun, stood 
before hiro wilh a thrcJlCtting i! ir. \Vhal Is true l)f' !n<'l:l<.lc histic: 

w-riting is c:qu.1ll)' uue o f m;t.~C>thi:.tic tamas)': there is no spec•fi· 

cally m.J:SOChl:~otic fantasy. but nch<er .J masochiJI k: .lrt of fantasy. 

11-e trw.Odtist ~ to btl~ that he is d~Mning e\'"'e!l when 

he is no1: ~_.dhm offers no ~uch discipline in the llrt of the f.lll· 

rJsy. Maurice IU:uu::hot hJ.s gh·~n an exceii('IH .lnlll)·sis of d1c posi• 
tion of SJdC (and of his char<'!crcr~) In relation to f.m tasy: ' 'H i! 

own erotic dream consists in projecting tht: unrc:.1l dynamic of 

his scn:suou, enjoyment on to ch.lracttrs who .lrt not drt:.lmina 

but acting •••. Therefore the more rhis erotkb:m is Juomz. the 

more h tcqulrcs 11 llction I rom which dreams Jl'e excluded and 

\.,.·here dcb:~uchery is J'u11y .\CHinl ii'cd."ll lu o thc;r wor-d:s:. Sadc 

need~ to btllcv~ th-<)t he is not dre~ming even when he i:s. In Sd<J. 

7> 

hm .l po\\'erful force ofpua.noid prujc:<.tlon ~nnsfom1$ the ft~n· 
t.uy intO the in.c;;trumcnt o f a fl.mdamcn141l t~nd ~udden ehangt in 
t lw objecti"~ world. Clo,il'wil <.I reams [ha• her wickedncs:J nc\'cr 

CN'»C:$ to impinge on che world even while she i.s ;\Sleep. Hence 

thee pleatwe- pain pottnti:tl c.h.a.ractcrbtlc olthe ra.nmy requires 

for in n=~liution th.t re-.1 characters should experiu.ce Ktu.ll 

~in, while plc::asurc wcn)(:S to the: sa.dht Inasmuch as he Cln con• 

tinuc:: to dream that h..: b !lOt dreaming. 
Juliette g ives the fOllowing advice: "r-or a whole fottnight 

at»uln from alllunful b<ha.vioc; distmt a..nd tmeruin yourselves 

with ()(her things ...• fMn lie down in chc d.u\: Mld little by lit· 
tie Imagine different \\'Olnton acu.. One of the-se will afTect you 
mort poweAull)' and become like <~n obsession, and you must 

du.~n nmc it down .uul promptly put i ~ Into actioo.'" In lhis W<l)' 

che f,mtasy acqulreJ m11xin1~1m .tggrc.!osive I>Owcr, sysccm.nbAtion 

o\nd C.lp.tcity of intervention in the rco~l world: the Ide~ it pro­
jected "'itb ~tra.onJinary "iole.nce. The nusochislic U$-C or f.Jn-­
l~S)' 141 1ocally diiTcrcnl: it consists ln nc:utraJi7jng the rc.al and 
containing the ld~J wllltin the fanU~)'• In our opiniQn 1he <li f­

fcrC'ncc ill the usc of the. t:mrasy dcrcm1inc:s to a certain c:xtent 

the: differenc.-c in <:onu:nt. The sadist's deslructive rel.ation W th~ 

fetish must be im.erprtttd in 1he light ofhk projecth-c w.c of'bn· 

t~sy. To gy that the destruction of the feri~h implies J belief in 
d1" ft:tish {<'S f>rof>tnation i$ $aid 10 imply<' belief in the IIJc:rc:d) 

is 10 Indulge in meanlnglcssgcneralitlc$. The destruction of t he 

fetish is a me.1surt of t ile speed wilh which projection t.tkcs plac;c, 

and of the W<l)' in which 1he dream as such is eliminated o\nd the 
Ide~ erupts into tht: r<.JI waking t\"'rkJ, 8y conrr-.lSl, the conni· 

wtion of the feti sh in mn.sochism poinu to the inner force of the 

fantasy, its charat:teriSl'ic of patient Wolld ng , its SUSI>endcd anrl 

.scatic power. a1l<J the w:l)' i l) which the ideal anrl the real arc 

togcrhcr absorbed b)' h. 
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It wc>uld se~rn t hat the contents o f sadism and masochism 

,we e.1ch im e nded to fu lfi ll a fO rm . Variu ion$ in the: d ist•·ibu4 

1ion o f the p h:asure-pain com1>kx as welt as variatio ns in t he 

cuntcnt of the lamas~· ( whether the mot her o•· the l~'ltber is the 

de te rm inant irnage) de pend o n rhe sr>e('ific re<,uircmc:nts of th e 

form. If we take the materiaJ content <ts o ur s.t.lrl ing p()int, we 

sol"·e everything and we .wrive besides at the supposed unity of 

:sadism and masochism, but <It t ile price of rora l co•\fuliiOn. 1\ ny 

given formula for the association of pleasure and pain nHtS« take 

into accou nt ceno1in specific formal condi tions (e.g., the fo rm 

of waiting. t~e form o f projection). " Mater ial" d c finilioos of 

masochism h,1sed on the ple.lSurc - pain comi>lex are insu iH<:icm : 

<'1S the Jogk.ian would say, ~he.y are purd y nomin(l!, they d o no t 

indicate the possib il ity o t' what rhc:y define, they do n oc sh~)w 
that particular conditi<JJ)S •nust fo llow. But worse sri II. they lack 

diHinc;rh·e fe.'lturts. and o pen up 1he w;iy lo a ll sores of confu4 

sio m betwee n s.adism <lOd rnaiiochism such as the pos:sibi lity of 

th.:;ir l'e,·e rsing into each other. "Mor:1l'' <.ltfinitions b3$<:d OJl 

the co ncepts of guilt and expiation arc no heuer. since they arc 

ba$ed on the a lleged communic;;l\ion between sad ism :~nd mas· 

ochism {in rhi$ sense they art; C\'Cn more; moral than they seem}. 

f.undt~mentallv. masochism is neithe r material no r mor.;tl, b ut . . 

essentially form(~ I. We need. for the und erst<itHiing of chc wor ld 

of perversions in g<:nc:r.ll ;l) ge•,uind y formal. afmosr <Jeducth•e 

psychoan;~lys is whk ll would attend first of aU to the f<)rmal p3t· 

tems underlying the processes. viewed as f()rm.'ll e)ements o f 

fictional ;)rt. 

In the. field o f formal pS}'Ch oanalpis as .tpplied to m~cx;hism. 

rhc work of T heodore R<:ik deserves spe<:ial credit. He d istill· 

guished tOur basic c;htlrJc;terist icli of masochism: 

1. T'he "special significance o f f<'1ntasy.'' thar is the form of the 

fantasy (the 1:1ntasy expericm.:cd tOr i ts own sake, or the scene 

w,hich is dreamed , <lramati?:ed, l'"itua li~.ed and whi<:h is ao iudis· 
pensable dement ofc•laJrochiSfn). 

2. The " suspense factor,. (the w.aiting , the dday, express· 

ing th e " ':I)' in which anxiety .11TCcts sexual tension .1nd inhibitS 

irs d ischarge). 

3. 1'he "dcmonscmth·e" o r, more acct.JrJrely, 1he persuasive 
f~muc (the J)3rti<:ul~u w·<~y h t which tht. masochbt ~xhibits his 

~ull'ering. emban.,lssm<:nt and humiliation). 

4. The "pr<wocath·e fear' ' (the masochist aggro:>:iivd y d emands 

punishm ent since it resoh•e$ anxiec~· and illlows h.im to enjoy the 

forbkldtr) pleas.ure).l2 
h is curious IJ13t ~<.:ik , no Jess lh3n o ther analyst$, neglects a 

fifth facto r which is very impo rtant: the form of the contr.lc;t in 

the masochistic rel:u:ionship . In Masocb's personal adventures as 
well as in his ftction, and in his panicular cas<: as well .ls in the 

stn1c ll!re of m.l$0Chism iu general. the contract represents che 

idc-.aJ form of the love·relationship and its ncccs.sary pr~onditjon . 
A cont~ct is drawn ut> between the subject .an d chc ro rturcss, 

gi .. ·ing a new application to chc idea of che jurist:; of ;.ntiql•il)' that 

sl<\ve ry its.elf is based on a contract. The masochist appears w b<: 

hcld by real chains. buc in r.1ct h<; is bound b)' his word al01le. 
Th e mMochistic co ntract implies not o nly the necessity o f the 

' 'ictim's consent, h ur hi$ abiiicy I<) pers~•ade . o:md his pedagogiclll 

and judkial cO'orcs to crain his torturer. In the two contracts ()( 

Masoc;h rl~produced hert.: (se<- Appendix II} il is interesting to 

note how the condirions a lter from the fkst to rhc; $CCond con­
tract in the <l irectioo of greatt r strictness: the llr.)t oontnct retains 

<'degree of reciprocit)' of duties, a t ime lim it , i1 prese•V.HiOil 

o f inalie nable rightS {the r ight of work or the .subject 's honor): 

the scc(')nd confers more ,md m•>re rights 1)1) cbe woman a t the 

expense of the .s-ubject. who loses the right to his name. his honor 

and hi$ life.H (l11e C:Oilt;rllct in l~nu.1· changes Severin1.S l't.'lme.) The 
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tightening of the contr.tctual bond i nd icah:~ th<tt chc: IUncticu\ of 
the: contract is to l.ly down the 13w, which. once tnabli<~hed, 

becomes increasingly crud .. nd restrictiwc tow.1rd on~ o( the p.tr-. 

lin (in this QSC the: initi.,tor or che c.ont.r~'1). The function of 
the nusochi$tM: contr-.act is to invat the mothn'·lrMBf' "ith the 
symbolic j)O\'"t'r of the li.w. Tht qu~tion rtm~ln~ "hy ._ con1T31Ct 
b necessary. .Mld. wh)· •t de'f'Ciops .s 11 does tO"..-d ~l(trtme ~~r­

ity. In •nr ase t-here is no doubt .n,, nu.wc;hhrn c.;.~nnot do wilh­
out "contract, either aetuoa.l or in the mind oftht mAs.othis:t (as 

in the phenomenon of pcgi.tmtl .. ). 
\Ve h:we n(mc seen the two a:<;pcc ts o f the " culturism·• o f 

Ma.soch, the: aesthetic a$pecl which is expl<t:Stlcd In the model of 

Mt and su.:.pense. and the juridical ;u~lccc which is expressed in 
the model of rhe c;<)ntract omd of suh'~'l1~ ion. 6)' ccmtr.ut, S.1de 

is not only ~upremcly indiOCrcnt to th~ re~O\W¢(15 of the work o f 
Jn, but he regard$ the COJHI'aCt \lfltl a_ny ~ppe11 l C() h~ 3Uihority, 

o r intlet:d any idea or theory connec ted with h , with the decpc:n 
houiliry. 1'he sadist hea,p$ d~risiun u n the principle ot' the con· 
lr.lCt. But having s..id this. we should not 1imply oppose the 

cuhur3lism of Mas.och to t•1e natunlbrn of S..dc. lkuh .n••hon 

~xhibit a. IOrm of naturalism ilnd both dtsdnaubh bctwttn two 
n.uures, but th-ey do not rm.kc the wmc kind or dbdnccion. and 

a.bovt: all thq have \'Cry different vi-eW$ on how the pHsag<: from 
one: nilturt. 10 the ot~-r is .-ccomplishcd. According tO Ma.soch, 

it is essentially the woli: of an .1nd the euntrKt that makC"$ po$­
o;\ble the transition from a lower nature to thr grt.-t Na.tu~, whioh 
is senrimc:-nta.l and self-coJlScious. J:t>r Sadc, on the: contrary, the 

tr.lnsltion from secondary nal1uc to prim:U')' ~lure Implies no sus• 
pc:nse or system of aesthetics, but an <attcl'npt to cnabllsh a m«h· 
nnlrm of perpetual motion. and with il in.}I{UJtlont of pl'rpetual 
m()[ion. S.l<.le's secret societies, hh :~oc ietk,; of IIbert ines. are 

lnstiltllioJMI societies: in a word, S.1de thlrlks In t t rm:c oi'' in:nicu-

tions." Masoch in term.s of"the contr.'l<::t.'' The juriclicaJ distinc­

tion betw-een cootrO!ICt 11nd institucion is well koown: the contnct 
praupposet in principle the free consent of the contncting par­
ties .md determines bet"-etn chem a sysrem of reciproc~l rights 

.and duci~ il unnoc affect <~third ~ny md is ,"aJKJ fOr a limited 
period. lmtitvtloni, b)· .::ontrast. de(tnnine <~long-tenn state of 
affairs which iJ both IO\'Oiuntvy and inalienable-: it establh.ht1" 
power o r ~n ~uthority wht<:h 1at.es effec1 Ji&Jiinst a third party. But 
e"t.l'l more sigoinc.1nt is the difference between the contract and 
1,he inS-titution with I'CIJ>OCl tO what is known as .l law: the con· 

tracl O'C-IU311)' gcncr.ltc.~: ~ l3w. C\'C:n if this law oversteps and contra· 

vencs the condilion¥ which 11'1adc it J>QSSibJe; che institution is 
of .a ~·ery d iO(.rent <)J'C.I('r In t hM it tends to render laws unnece~· 

sary, to rcJ>Iate the -'f$t~m uf l'ighcs and duHes by a d)•n;unic model 
of action, <tt•thorlty and powc•·· SO'inc-Jun :.ccordingly demanded 

that there should b~ many institutions and few la."'S, 01nd pro· 
dalmt<llhat tht Repvblic coold not be .1 republic so long as laws 

had the suprcmoacy over institutions •• , ,1S In short. the specific 
impuls..: underlying tht comr.\CC i\: coward chc creation of ;a. law. 

even if in the ~nd the b-w ~hould take- 0\-tl' ~tel impose it-J author· 
ity upon tht c;ootrKI itwlf: '~hCrf"...lS the corresponding impulse 

,u \\'()f\ in the C-"C or the institution is t()tlll.;ud the degr.ad.11i0n 
of all l-aws and 1ht tstolbHshmtnt of .1 supe-rior power th•t sets 

itself olbo\·t them. 
The •ffinit)' of S.ldt's thtorh:ing with [ht theme of the insti­

IUtion (•s wC"II JS with ecru In •spccu o(Saint•Just"$ thinking) ha'l 
often been pohucd o ut. But it is not enot•gh (0 $a)' thar Sade's 
heroes JHil insti tutions :u the JCI'Yicc o f their abnormality. or need 

them as the Jimlu th.ac gi\'c full \'aluc to their l r3nsgressions. S:.dc's 
oonceptiou o f instit\11 ion~ Is more posici\'c and profound, and hht 
relation to revolutionn•')' ideology is ac<:orJlngly ~complex one: 
lle reje-ct:! ,1ny comrJCt\JJI c:oncc~nion of the republk.an rtglme 



;"Jnd is even more stro ngly :.~gainst the idea of che l.lw. He four1d in 
the Revolution what he ha ted mo~t: the law ;.'lml the cotltract, 
which he rt..-gards as the two m:~ iu obstac:les that still prevent the 

F~nch from .lchi<wing a rrue republic. The crux <JrSadc's poli ti• 
cal chinking is the contrast he dr;rws bern·een the instin.rtion 3.nd 
du; law, bet wee1l a republic l:xlsed on institutions and one based 
~n contr,,ctual rd:u ion:s. Saint·Just pointe<! o ut chc rollowil1g 
'"''erSt relation: the fcwet• institutions. d1e greater the num~r 
of l.tws (as in monarchy and despotism); the fewer Jaws. the 

greacer the number o r inslitutions (the republic). Sade seems to 
ha~·e developed lhis idea to its irQnic and perhaps .tlso its most 

serious conduslon; he asked which institutions would requit-e the 
ICwest possible l.tws, and u lcirnatdy no l,1ws at a ll (13ws "so fenJ· 

ent and S<l rew .. • "). Llws bind actions; tl1ey im mobilir.c and mor· 
a lh.e thc.m. Pure insciturions without Jo~:ws would b\· definition 

' be models of free, an:m::hk action, in pcrpClU;)J motion, in per· 

m(lnent rcvoluti<)n, in a COilStanr srare of immor31hy. ''fnsun-ec· 
tion ... is not a mor..ll state of aff;). irs; it has ne~·erthclcss to be the 

pennancm condition irt a republic. It would be OOth absurd Md 
dangerous to rcquil'e that tho!ie who are to e1~Sure rhe perpetual 

subn::n;ion of th~ established machinery should be moral. for the 
;)fate of :1 moral1mn is one of t>eace and tra.nquillity, wh ile the 
Sl:tte of imrooraJity is <~ne <)( pcq>etu<'IJ unn•st resembling t·he nee· 
es..~ry S~;).te of insur·rection in which the republic.m must always 

keep the government of which he is a member." It \\'O\rld be a 
mistake to regard the famous text from Philoscpfry in 1M fJeJrot)m , 

"Yet anorher efiOrr, Frenchmen, i( you wish 10 bec-ome RepubJi· 
can::.," rnerdy as 3 paradox-ical applic.Hion of sadi;,1) fantasies io 

the field of policies. The problem that it r,liSe!l, both on the for· 
mal 3.1\-c.l on the political level. is far more $Crious 3nd original. It is 
this: Cr~nted th.u both the contr;).<:t and ~he law ar·c il) the narure 
Qf mystific.ttiOIIS, th" law being used by de.~J)Otism for i ts <Jwn 

purposes, ~nd gr.lnre<l chat rhc institut ion is rhe o nly form of 
pc>liti<:at orgMh3ti(ln tlur. d iOCrs esscmially ffom both l.nv and 
cOil tract. where should we look tO ror ch~ perfec~ inMitut iM -
the one that banishes contracts and allows only rhe barc~r mini· 
mumoflaws? In reply. S"dt poin~s fO the iro11ic J)Ossihilhy, t.mctet• 

rhe.se con<lition.s, of making atheism, c.1lutnny. theft. prosdtution, 
incest and sodomy- <weo nlltrder - into institutions. <lJld shows 

fur1hennore that they <arc necessarily the types of the id-.·al institu· 
(jon. t1u! instltutiou in j)erpetu;).l t'Mti<)l). He scn.-sses in J);.'lrli<:tll;).r· 

tf1e pos.~ibility of imrilutin8 univcr~l prostitution and he attempts 
to refUte the "contractual" objectj•)n tv such "univc.rsaliz.;llh>Jl .'' 

In an}' c.\SC rho$C who conrr.ast SMic's extreme rhcorctk.al pro· 
nouncemt·tH.:s with hh v~r)' moderate person;).l St;'J.Or.l <.luring th~ 

Revohrtion fail to do justice 10 his polit ic;:;"Jl though!. The oppo· 
sition that he established bcrwl'cn the institution and the con· 

tract and hs <:oroll3r'y, the Oi>(>OSition between inStitutions and 
laws, have become juridical platitudes of posith·ist thinking. But 
this b bet:ause their original signi llc.'ln<:e anr.l their revolutionary 
ch3r.t<:ter ha\·c bet:n obscured by uneasy compromises. I f we wish 

to rccov~r the original meaning of these Opf>OSitions .lnd of the 
choices and directions th~)' imply, we must return to SJ.dc (and 

to Saint· Just. who docs not give. <JUi tc:: the same answen; as Sade). 
There is <t profound p·oliric;al in$ight in $;tdc's conception of the 
revolutionary republic .ts an institution based on opposition to 
both law and contr.'lCf: bu~ ~h is conception is ironic through anct 

through because it is sexual and sexu..llized. as if deliberately to 
challenge an~· atttt'upt to think of politics iJ) Jeg"lis~ic or comr;rc· 
tu.llterms. We sh<ll)kl expect tO find in M<t$och a c<lmp.uable tour 
dt· lOree, the humorous oonverse ors.,<Je's. A! ;.~g.1inst the I;'J.ller\ 
iro11ic concep~ion of 1 he inHiwtion lxtsed on rhc,; re jection o f law 
and contract. and in (he co ntext of the Re\·olttfion of 1789. we 

ha\·e to consider t-he humorous contribution of Molsi)Ch ..lnd his 
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conce-ption of the relationship bcn .. een chc conti'JCI .md chi.! law, 
in the context of the 1848 Re\ohuion. Ai :1 rtiOuh. fund~•~H:nt.i-1 

pc'Ohftms of righu begin t<> emerge in lhtir true heJu C-\"C'n '"they 
tx.-c~~.~~ pcn--erted in the work or S.de <~nd Muoch .J.Od turned 
into 1 iteruy dem~ms in .1. p.uody of rhe philosophy of hi.MOrJ. 

So 

CH/\1'1' 1 ft V II 

Humor, Irony and the Law 

Th e d assk.ll concc:pt il)n (If the l.)w liJum.l irs perfect cxprcs.siQn 
in Plato t"lnd in th.u lo•·m g.,incd u ni.,.·ersal acccpt.lnoe through· 

out the Chrisci:m wotlcl. According to thi.s conception, the ~:~,., 
m<t.y be viewed .::lthcr In the light of its undc.•·lying j)r'incipfe4 or 

in the lighr o f lu COIUequenee.s. From the first poim of view, 
the law il)eJr is noc a prhnar)' but only a secot\(la.ry or delegated 

power d<"r>cndent on 11 ~UJ> •>eme principle which is the Good. If 
men knew what the: Good wll, or knew how to conform to it, 

they woulci noc •-etd bw~: tJ1e law is only a represem.arh•e of 
the Good in ,a world dwt the Good h~ mo~ or kss forgkc:n. 

1-Jenu., from It~ point of' icw of its co~uenc~ obedie.n«­

to the: l~w is ""bc.--st.'' dM: b6t bting in the. inwge of the: Good. The 
righteous man obey5 the laws orttac country of his birth or rni~ 

dtncc, ~nd in s.o doing ~en ror the best. even though he retain5 
his rreedom of thouaht. freedom ro ,hinlc or the Good a.nd for 
the: sake of rh(' Good. 

This conception. which i5 5ccmingly so cotwentional, ne,•er· 
thclcss conceals c lcmenu ofirony and humor which made J>')lil· 

ical phii<)SOj>hy j)(')!l!liblc , fOr hallow$ lhe {J"ee play of thought at 

the \IPI~r Md lower IIIHiU of the scale of the law. T he de:.th of 

Socraces is an excn1pl:.ry lllustr • .uion ufthi~o;: the laws place their 
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fare in the h,·mds o f the <:ondemncd man. ;~.nd :.sL that h.: sho uld 

<i.lncti(ln their ::~.uthority ~· :suhmitdng. to them .11 a r.nion.ll man. 
Ther~ b indeed~ great deal of iron)' in cite Q~Qdun that liedt.s 

tO trace the lo~ws meL tO olft .1b$olut~ Cuod oM the n«e\Ury pril'l· 
eipl(' or their foundation. Equan,. tht:rc is con-.idtnble humor 

in the o~ucmpr to reduce t~ 1.1"~ tO~ n:lld~ Best in C)f'(f..,., 10 
ptrsuJdt us thu we should obq· 1hcm. ·r hu\ il .app('.t~ th.u the 
notion of l.aw is nor sclf·-sufficie.n unlcn bM:knl b)' for~; Kle· 

ally il needs to rest on a higher principlt' a-. Yo elias on a con,id. 
eration a fils remote consequence~. Thh may be \\h)'. aceording 
to the mysterious text in 1hc Photdo, tht di'K:.iplcs p~scnt at the 

death o f $<.cr.ncs CO\IId not hd J' laughing. Iron) ,lnd humor arc: 
the. encntia1 forms through which \H,} O.l>r>rChtnd the law. l r is In 

rhls cswl\ti31 1el3tion tv th~ l.tw that 1 hey acqul•·c their fimction 
,md their signif!Qncc. Iro ny is the r>rOCC-)S uf thou#ht Wh(~··eby 
1 hr Lhv is mad('. to depend on an inl1nitdy SUjH"rio• Good, just 
as humor is the .mempt ro 5.lOCtion the l~w by rccou~ t O .tn infl­

nictly more rightt'ous Best. 

Th~ flnai Q\·erthrow of the d.-Jsic.J concept ian o lth4: l.tw Wi\S 

C('rl.-1111) nOt the result of the discm·cry or the rtl.ulvit y.and va.fi. 

abilit·y oHa"s, since these "ere fully n:cognftcd .u~d understood 
in 1hh conct:pc:ion mel wt-:rc: indeed o~n incf'gr.a1 p.lrt of it.~ mte 

.,..,.., muu be .ought cl,ewh<n:. In th< C•oqw of "-U«>! A<o.., 
K~n1 g~\~ ~ rigorous fonnuLuion of a r.-diully new conception, 
In which the law is no longer regarded u dt!)C'11d("'U on the Good, 
but on the: contrary. the Good i 1~lf is m.ade to dt'l>end on the 

la.w. !his means that the law no longer h.u it~ foundation in some 

higher principle from which h \\'Ol•ld dtrh'C It) ~mthorlt )', bm 1har 

lc is self-grounded and valid solely by vi•·wc of lcs own fo rm. For 

the first time we can now spe.1k. of 1 JJI! LAW, rcga•·ded ;a (In .:.bso· 
lute. without fun hcr specificat ion o t· rc-fi·•·cncc wan objec t. 

Whci'C.lli the dac;si~l COI\C\'ption o nly dc.ah with ;MIll~'~' \ICCOrcl· 
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itt,g to the vt~ti0\1' ,phNt~ <1f the Good o r che variOtJS circum· 
sto~nccs .ttlcndhlJ dH: ~st, K:ant c.:m speak oftht' morall.llw, .ll1ld 

of its .appJic.nion to what othcrwi;.e rwuins totally undcter~ 
mined. The moull.a" I' the rcprcscntouton of a purt: fOJm 011nd is 

independent or content or object. spht'r~ of .U:li,•ity or circum• 

stances. The monlla" b till uw, the fOrm of tbe: l011w o~nd .tS 

such il cannot be: ~:rounded fn a higher principle. In thi~ S«<$C 

Kant is one of the Or;;t 10 brco~k aw~y f'rom the cl;aM.ical ooncep­

tic;.n of the law 011nd tu ghe u~ ., lruly rnOOem conceprion. The 

Copemic~n l'c~·olu t i~n In Ka.m \ Cr,lJqut of Putt' Rrown COib-isted 
in \•icwing the objc:c t ~ o( knowle-dge as re~·oh·ing around 1hc 
'5Ubjcct; but lhe Crm111.1t of Prawcol Reason, where the Gc.'HKI Is 

-concch·ed as rcvoh•ing nround the law, is perhOIJ)S e''en more rev· 
olutiOnMy. h probt.~bly r~·n~ctc<l major c:hotnge:; in the world. It 
mtl)' h;)VI! been the c:<pi'<:MIOn of the ultim<lte COJ'IsequenC<'.S of a 

rctum bt:)·und Christi;,nhy w Jud.lic thought, or it ma)' even ha' 'e 

foresh;.dowcrl a •·cturn ro che prc·Socratic (Oedi!"lJ) COJlCetHion 

of the law. b.:)ond tO cht: worltl of JJiato. However that may be, 

K;tnt, by es~;.~bli\hing thJt 1 u .. Lo\\\' is ~n ultimate groum.l or prin­

ciple. 011ddcd .-n t:nentlilll dlnlension to modem thought: the 

objta of the l.a" i\ b) dtOnltlon unknowablt' MKI dus4~.~ 

But ~here b y.=:t i runht'r dinltnsioo. We o~rc not conct'med 

bn-c with the archit«lonks of Kant"s S)'Uem (.and tht manner 

in which he s.ah·~c:~ the Good m If~ 'i)'S(em). bm with a second 

disCO\"el)' whk:.h '' (Ont'l.ut~ wilh and complcmcnt•ry to the 

flrM. 1 he law can no lon,&er be gruund~d on lhe SOJ>C!rior princi· 

pic: o f the GCXKI. but ntithl'J' C3n ic be t>anctioncd .any more by 
recourse lOth<' icle~ <Jf the nest as representing the good will o f 

the rig hteou), Clelll'ly n 11: 1 AW, II\ defined hy irs pure fonn. with· 

out· M•bst.:.ncc 01 obj t•r.c or .lO)' d<:rcnnination whatsOever, is t"uch 
chat no Qnc know>\ nor c11n know what It is. It c>t>cratcs without 

making h selr known. It drllne'i :l r~alm or transgres:.ion where 
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one is alr¢..'1dy guilry. and where o ne overstep~ the bounds with'" 
Out knowing what they are. a.s 11'1 the case of Oedipus. E"en guilt 
and l>l•nishmcnt <lo nor tell us what the law is, but leave it io a 

sure of inde1ea uinacy .U.lllalcd only by the: <"~xlreme. spcc;Jficity 
o f the punishmcnr. T his is the world described by Kafka. T·he 

J)vint is IH)t to compare Kant and K;)fka , buc m d eHneace two 

dimensions of che m odtrn co n-cepcion of the law. 
If the law is no longer based on the Good .t$ a prcexhling, 

higher principle, ;:,nd it is v'.l.lid by \' irtue of its form 3lone, the., 

Wntent rem;)ining c:nrirely undecenuin~.d. it becomes imi>O.SSI· 
ble lV S.ly that 1·he righceo us rnan obey$ the law f<)r the $akc of 

the Best. In Olher words. the m an who obeys the law doc;$ not 
thereby become righteous or fed rightf:OUS; on the co ntrary, he 

feels guilt)' Md is g uihy in advance, and the more strict h is obe­
<lie.nce. the grcacer his guih . T his is the process by which the Ja.;,· 
manifC.!>CS it:sdf in its absolute purity. and proves us guilcy. The 
two fundamt rlttlJ propositions of the d::tSSical concepti or\ are over­

thrown IOS,tther: th~ law as grounded in the fu rthe r principle of 

lhe Good; rhe Jaw <as sanctioned b)' righleousn ess. f:Yeud was rhe 
firsr tO recognize the excraor·dinary paradox <:lf the conscience. 

his far from lhe case that obedience to the J<aw secures a feeling 
of right·e<:luSne.ss. "for the more virtuous a m.w is, the more se\•ere 
<'tnd distrustfuL:' is the btha~·ior of h.is conscience tuward him; 

Prcud goc.:s on to remark on " the extraordin.a ry SC\·erity of con .. 
science in ~he best and most tractable peoplc ."21 

Freud resolv(:d the par.tdo~~: by showing that the renunciation 

o f' instincw aJ gratifi c"cion is not d1e product of conscience, b\R 
on the concr.1ry that consci(:I\C.e itself is born of suc::h renuncia~ 
tion. Hence it follows that the mength and stwerity of co n$Cie»ce 
increases in direct proponion to t·hc strength and severity of the 

renunci.,l ion . Conscience is he ir to t he r('.pre:ased in$tinc tu<'l 
drives, "The erTect o f instinc tual TCIHIIlCiation on lfl(! Conscience 

dteo is chat every piece o f aggr-ession whose satisfaction dte strh­
j<:et gh•es up is taken over by che SUJ)Crcgo and increases the lat­
~cr's <aggre$SiveMSS {against the ego)." We ~re now in a position to 
t~nr~vcJ the .sec.(Jnd p:~.radox concerning the fundament~.lly unde­
termined c;h.wactc:r of the law. In Lacan's words, chc Jaw is the 

satne as repressed desiN:. i he law cannot specify it.s o bject with· 
out self-contra<licrion. nor <:an it define it$e lf with reference to 

a content without removing the repression o n which it cests. The 
Qbjt<:.t of rh<: law and the object of' desire arc one and the same, 

and remain equaJly conce!l.led. W hen Freud sho·ws that the essen· 
tial nature of the object rc.Jatcs to the mother w·hile that of desire 

aod the law relat<'.S to lhe f.lthe.r, he does not thereby try to restore 

a deteuninale content to che law ; he does indeed a lmost the 
opposite, he shows how the law. by virtue of its Oe-dipal origins, 

must ofnecessicy conceal its conte.nt in order to operate a.s a pure 
form whkh is che result <Jf <' remu1ciation both of the obje<:t (the 

mother) a.nd o f the subject (the father). 
T he classical i rony and humor of f' lato chat had for so long 

dominated aU thinking on the subjet:t of the law "re thus turned 
upside down. T he upper and lower l im ir$ of the law, that is to 

say the superior principle o f the Good and l'he s.'lllCtion of chc 
righteous in fhc light ofthe Best are reduced to nothingness. All 

that remains js lhe indeterminate c.haracttr of the law on the one 
hand and lhe specificity of the punislunem on the other. Irony 

and humor imme<Hatel>· take o n a dill<:renc, mO<Jertl aspect. ' fhey 

stHI represent a way of co nt:civing d1e law, hue 'he law is now 
seen in te rms o f the indet(';rminacy ofits co ntent and of the guilt 

o f' the ptrSon who $Ubmits to ic. Kafka g.h·es to humor and i rony 
their fi1ll modem signiflcMce io agrcemcnc with the transformed 

character uf the Jaw. Max Brod recalls that when Kalka gave a read­
ing or Tl,e frio/_, everyone present. including Kafka him~tlf, wa.s 
overco me by laugJ\ter - a.s my:c.tcrious a phen<.m'tenon ~s 1he laugh-



u~r t h<'lt gree-ted the death of Socr"tes. A <JpudouJ lltll \l." of trag· 
t-dy tlulls our intell igence: how m.a.nr .author~ are dinon~d b) 
pl..ci~ a chitdiihJy trc1gic coonruction on "h.u i~ more ohen tht 
txpre\~on of an ~rC'S$ivd)· comic forct'! The comic b lht- only 
possible mod~ of oonceh·ing the Lm-. in .a p«uli.ar comlMn.ttkm 

of Irony .md humor. 
In ~m rhought irony and humor ul.~ Ml J ntw fonn: 1~y 

J~ nOw direct~ U a SUb\•crsion of tht 1.w. This le~dJ U$ ~k 10 

Sadr ~1\d M.uoch. who represent the: two main c111empu .u sub­
''C:r)ion, at turning the law ups.ide down. Jrony h still inch<! t>ro-. 
CC"t>\ or rnov~ment which bypasses the: l.lw .lS ~ tntrcly scconcl:uy 
power and aims at tr.:mscending it towMtl a higher t>l'lncil>le. But 

wh~l if lhe higher principle: no longer I.:'< iSh, <md illhe Good can 
no longer provide a b;,sis for till· law or J juu lfie:ulon oi its 
1)-t)Wtl'? Sadc's answer is chat in all h~ fvrtn.'l- n.uur.tl, mor.-1 ancl 
po lhical - che law repres~nt:s the rule of sccon~ary ''awre which 
h .llwa~ geared to the dem,md<~ of cutuerv.uion: h 11 a u'urpa~ 
tlon of true :;o,·ereignty. It is inde,·ant wlu:chtr we s~e the law 

\i) th~ UprtltiOO of the ruJe Of tfte $trOngest or .l$ the: produCt or 
che: ,~:el(·prottcth·e union oi the wc.,l... Masu~r) Jnd )laYes. rhc 

~rone a-nd the: wealc • .lJI are ert.aturcs of scc:Of'loCbry natu~; the 
union Of thf \\tJ;k metef)· fi.\'OB Chc cmetgcnCe Of I he I)T<lOI: his 

existence depends on it. ln e'-ery c.s.c the l.aw t\" mysliOcalion: 

h Is not .. delegated but a usurpc=d po'l'\-et tNt dC'ptnds on 1h.c: inf.a· 
mous complioi1y or s)a:,-u and m.asters. It i~ ~isniOcant th.at S.adc­

att;~cks the regime of laws as being. the regime of the C)'T~nnb.t<l 
and of t he ryr.lnts. Only the law can l)'ranni1e: .. , ha,•c inf'ini rdy 
lth rtonon to fear my neighbor's ~)llMions du_n the 1~w\ injustice, 
fbr my neighl>or•s passions are cont.lincd by mine. whereas noth· 
lng ~tops or contains the injustices ui the l.tw." ~ryr.lm~ arc ere· 
Jt<:d hy 1 he law alone: they flourish by virtue of t he lnw, As ChiAi 
S.\)'S in ju/Jeu~. "Tyr.mts are ne,·er born in an.u-chy, they Unly n our· 
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ish in the $hadow ot the l.aw~ an(l du" their authority frc11» 
then~ ... Sade's h.atn:d of ty~nny. hi'\ demonstration th.lt the l;~w 
cn•bld. the t~·r.anl to ~"ist. l<>rn1 rhc cuenc~ of his thinking. The 
n·nnt ~l\ the l~au~c of the ll"· .and .tck.ncM·kdgcs 00 Othtt. 
~.he livo "in tht: -ch.ac;lo\\ or thor:, .. ~-. ... The heroes of~dC' .tiT 

inspired w i 1 h an utr~tl i Nry pl~don .a.g.ainst ryrann~r: they spe~ 
,\")no tynnt t.\'C't ~or c:oukl e'-er ~ak; (heirs is the counter· 

language of rynnny. 
·we nO\v nvtf .11 ntw .attcmp·t 10 rra.n.)('end the bw. rhis time 

no longer in the d1rct:1ion vr rhe Good .u superior principle and 
ground ol the Jaw, but in the: direction of it-s OJ)j)OS-ite, 1hc ldc:a 
of f.,,il, lhe supreme j:>l'inc:i j>lc of wid:~flncss . which sub\'erts the 
law .)nd turns Pl;~wni!lm upside down. I lere , tl)e ll".)OScend<~ncc 

of the law implicll 1 he d lsc;ovt·l')' <If a prhnary narurc "··hich is in 
eve•')' way oppos..:d to che tiC'mands and che rule of second:tr)' 
nJture. h follows that chc idc:a o l absolut~ l!\' il embodied in pri• 
tn.ll'\' nature c.annol bt ('(jUilt('d clchcr with tyranny - lOr l yr.mny 
s'iU ·pn:-.suppo$~ l.aw,- or with a combination of \\'hints and .trbi­
tJ~nes.s; its higher. lmf)'"N>fi.J1 model is rather to be: fou•-..d in 
tb<' ma.Khic instinuie'>m of perpetual motion and permanoc:nt tcY· 

olution. Sack often )ctc~;e) tht folCI 1h.u: tfl.t. law can onl} br 
mruccndcO t~.:.rd .:.n intehmlONI model of an.:.rehy. The fKt 
tha.t at'Uirchy nn on1) exht in til.;> im~rv.:al between two rtgimes 

b.se<f on 1aw$. ~boH~hing ch<' old to gh~ blnh to the,,~ .. does 
no1 pre\-en1 this dh·lnc Interval. 1his vanif;hing insta.nt. from tts· 

tifying to its iund.anH;IH~I rliffc-rence from aJI fo rms of 1he hw. 
"The: reign of lim s b pcmiciou); it is infl! ri(>r tO that of a.narc:hy; 
rhe hcsc proof of this I~ th,u (lii~J,O\'('mmcnts a.re iorced t<> plung~ 

into an"rchy when 1hcy wish co remake d1eir COI\J,ti rutions." The 
law can only be tr.ms..:<:ncJcd by \'h'l\IC o f a principle that Sllbven $ 

il and denl(;S hs j>Owcr. 
While the s.1dian hero suLveru che 1~w. the masoc.hist should 



no• by t:ontJ'.lSl be regarded as gladly St•lnnitting to it. l"he ele­
ment of t:o ntempt in the St•lnnission of the masochist h~s often 
been emph3-Si.z(...cJ: his ;lpj>arcnt obedience conceals a criLicism and 
a provocation. He simply attacks the law <>n anothe r nank. What 

we caJI humor - in conrradistincrion to the upward mo~·cmc11 l 
of iro ny toward a lT.lOSC~ndenc higher principle - is ;l downward 

m~ve~~nc frorn the la.w 10 its consequences. We all know ways 

o l rw•stu'lg the law by ~xces.s of ~cal. 'B)' scrupulously applying 
the law we are able to deroonstrat<; i ls ab:surdicy and provoke the 
very disorder •·h,H it is intended to preve1H o r co conjure. f!v 

observing lhe very lener of the law, we rcfl'olin from qoestion'­
ing i1s ultimac<.: or primary ch3ractcr; we then behave as if the 

su.premc SO\·erdgnry of tht law conlt:rred up<m it the enjoyment 
ol .1ll1f•ose ple.lsures that it d enies us; hence, by the clos~t adJler· 

ence to it, and by zealously embt.l.Cing i t , we may hope to p3.r~ 

t.ake ofits pleasure:~. T he law is no longer subve rted by the UI)W<!rd 
mon:mem of irony lOa principle that ovenidcs it , ht•t by the 
downward movement of humor which seeks Lo reduce the law 
to iu li.•rthest consequences. A close examination of ma.sochi$-

1 ic fantas ies or rites reveals that whiJe they b•·in~ into pl.ly the 
\'cry strictest application of the law, the result in ev«.:ry case is the 

opposite of wJ1at might be expected {thus whipping . r;1r fr<m\ 
punishing or preverlting an erection, provokes and ensures it}. It 

is a demonstr(ltion ofdte law's absl•rdity. The masochist reg<trds 
the l;hv <ts a punitive process and thcrel(tre begins by ha\•ing [he 

J>tnlishment innicced upon himself; once he has undergone the 
punishl'llcnt, he feels that he is a llowed or indeed commanded 

to experience the plc:asurc that 1he law was supposed w fo rbid. 

The es:sencc of masochistic humor l ies in this, •hat the vcrv I;"Jw' 
whic:h fOrbids the salisfacrion of <1 desire \m<.lcr threat or s~bsc• 
qvent punishment is convened inco ooe which demands the J)UJ)· 

ishmcnt fint and fheo orders fhat the S;)cisfaction of lhc desire 
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should necessarily follow UJ>On the ptul ishment. Once rnore, 
(ht'!odor Reik gin,::; an excellent ;~n:}lysis of this process: m3soch· 
ism is not pleasun~ in pain. nor C\'C:n in punishment; at most. the 

1nasochisr gets a prdirninar~· pleasure from punishment or dis­
C<IIllf<)rt: his real plea.surt is obt"aine<l subsequently. in that whith 

i$ m;,dc possible by 1hc punishment. T he m3SOC"hi.sc must \mdergo 
puni.shmeot before exp~riencing pleasure. It would be a rni:stake 

~o confu$-C this tcmpol'al succession with logical causalir>': sof· 
ie•·ing is J'IOt the <:.1use of pleasure itself but the necessary prcx:on-. 

dition fo•· achie,•ing it. '"'l'he rempor3l revers31 points ;:tt <t re\•ersal 
of the C<mt«.mts., • . The prc,,ious 'You m uSt not do that' has been 
rransmuLed imo 'You howe ro do th;al!' . .. What else hul a. dem­
c>nstration of abSul'(lity is aimed at, whe.n the punishment f<)r for­

biddc:n ple;~s\tre brings :~boot chis \'err $i'JJ)le pleast•re?''2S 11le same 
process is reflcc.ted in the other features of maso<:hism1 such as 
disavowal, suspense and fantasy. wh.icb shou1c.l he regarded as so 
many forms or aspects of humor. The masochist is insolent in his 

obsequiousness, reLeJiious hl his. submission; in short, he ii a 

humorist, a logician of consequences, just as the i ronic sadist 
is a logician of principles. 

From chc irlca. that the law should not be based o n the princi­
ple of the Goo<l bul on its fonn alone, the Mdist fash ions a n<:.w 

method of ascending from che law tO a superior prindJ>Ie; Lhi.s 
prindplc. howc\'cr) is the: informal cleme-nt or a primary nature 

which aim:; ;)t the subve rsion of all laws. In che orher rno<lcrn di$· 
<:overy that che law increases the guilt of me- person who submits 

toil, the m:)se>chisc in his t.~tm fi nds :'1 new '''tl.'f of descen<ling from 

the law to its consequences: he: st.ands guilt on its head by mak· 
ing pullishmenl into a COfl.di,ion that makes possible the focbid­

dcn pleasure. In so <loinet he O''e.rrhrows che l.lw as racHcatlv a~ • • 

the sadist, though in a d ifferent way. We have .seen how these 

m.ethods proceed, ideologicOtil)' speaking. i he Oedipal concen~. 
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which alwa)'!i remains conce..ah:d, u•Hh.:••goc•( ~ du:..l tr-olnsforma­
cion - as t..hough the mother--farher complt'mtm~• it)' had been 
:s.haue.red l wice ;tnd ;tsymmetriully. In the Colle or .~>.Whm the 

f.uhu h. pl•cc:d •f>o.,.·c lhe l•w~; he: bc:com~• • h•g.htr principle: 
with the mother~ his c:sscmW ,·ietim. In the C'ol.)c of nwoc:hism 

ch¢ tot.tlity of the: b"' is in,e.stt'd upon the mochcr. who c.xpc:f~ 
the f•ther from d~ symbolic n-...lm. 

C IIA t'1 LI{ VIII 

From Contr3ct to Ritual 

Some authors IHI\'.,; ¥Crc:~~cd the Importance of ;mxicty in m.lsoch· 

i.sn'l (<:f. R('ik, N,lcht}. Pvnishrneut, in their ~·iew, would only fig· 
ute so promin<:ntl)' bccau!lc o l' its func lion in resolving ::mxiel)' 
and thereby nukil'lg pko,,,urc po)sibl..,.. But this e.xplanation fa i l ~ to 
determine undc:1· wh4t p111'1icul.lr conditions punishment a5:\llfl'IC-S 

this ;~nxitty·ff'.,~.>lving funclion. nor esptcially how anxiety and 
the guih il ilnpJit~ Mf' not t'lon1y "'rcsoh·cd'' bul. on~ more <;ubtle 
Se,'t'), <1-rt dhtoncd •nd J,..rodltod to >tf'·e the: .1.ims of masochism. 

We must an.tlpt wlu1 \otem' 10 u~ the essence of the fomul pro­
cess. mmdy ~~ trandC:rcnc.-c or the law onto the moth<-r and 

the iden~ification o( tl~ b'\ with the inl~ of the mOther. It is 
only under these condition~ th.at punishment •cquires iu origi· 

naJ function and that guilt is tr-.lmfocmed into triumph. At f'ir.st 
.sight. howc,·cr, the cunsiC.rcncc onto the mother would hard I) 

'\Ct-m to account for tht: (<:ding c>f"rdief ' mhen:nt in masochism, 
for thcr.:: is no rc:a~on co expect ~rc:atcr leniency from the side of 
the S<'ntimenul, icy .lnd cruel mother. 

It is .lln;Miy >1ppar<:1U th.u in hi~ au empt I<• deri.,..e ~he law frorn 
the contract, the m-.sochi:n aims not to mitigate the law but on 
the comr,ll)' I {I tmpiMsi~c illl c:~.trcmC- severicy. For whjle the con· 
tr.'lct implies in J>rlnc:ir>lc Cf.~rto~in conditions like rile ff<:c.ae<:eJ)I· 



ance of 1he parties, a limited d uration and the prt(;ervatlon o f 

inJilien:tble rights. the l.aw th.lt il genetatc:s alway$ h:nd\ to ro.r. 

ttel hs own origins and annul che3c restricci.,t conJirlons. Thus 
tM contnct- l;aw relationship invoh·CJ in a sc:mc a m,-stifi~tion. 

10 i~"Ngine that .a contr<JCt orql.Wi COtllt'ltt bat the uri& in o( ~l­
tty is to iM'Ok.~ conditions which .uc M«\);lrily ln\·atld .. ut'd .s 

\000 as the law comes into being. For the law, OO« esublished. 
"iolatcs the contract in that it e...n apply co .t third 1»11 y, is ,.~id 

for an ind~termirute period and n:cogniY..CS M Inalienable rights. 

This proc::e~~ of in,·alidation of the conll'oiiCI by 1.-he h11w is reOecttd, 

,u w~ ha\'e seen, in the peculiar progrcnlon or ,\1;\).0Ch's SUCCC:S. 

sh·c lovc-corHracts, the rerms uf which becotn~ inc:rN~Ingly strict. 

as if to prcp:m~ d\e way for the 1..-w that will <'VCntually override 

them . Since the law rc:$uhs in o ur cnsl,l\'\.'lllcnt·, we ~hould p lo\ce 

e nda\'cment fi rst, as t he drc¥Jful object ..,f 1 he concr.lC-t. One 
c::oulrl (Wen say .• u a gener.-1 rule, th.u in ma)>oc:hbm the t:ontl'.\Ct 

b caric.uured in order to emph.a;h;e iu ;unbiguous <lc~$cination. 
T he contract may inclet<J be s.1id to nempllfy the ''er~· type of a 

culture-bound rdationship th.:lt 1J .1.rtit'ic.i.al, Apullonl.m and \'ir­

ile, .lS opposed to the natunl. c.hthonic n:laciont which bind us 
to rhe n'l()rher and chc woman. In chc contr.lCtu.al rdJtion the 

"oman typically figures as .m objea m the p.~fn.uc:ha.l system. 
1M CC)nt~ in masochi$m n:YC!'ncs chi! sc.nc ol o~fT.ain by mak· 

ing th.: woman into the party wilh whom the- eotltrKt is entered 

into. lu puadoxical intention c.xtcncb ~\·en rurthcr in thu it 

in,·oh·cs a mas.ret- sla\'C: relationship. and one- rurth~rmore in 

which the woman is the master 011nd tOI1UICr. 1"hc Q'>ntr.)Ctual ba ... is: 
is thereby impli<:i tJy challenged. by excess or tA!-1111, a humoro us 

.SCCC'Ier,uion o f the dauses <~nd a comlliCle rt:\'C:IUI of the rcsptk"­

th·e contriiiCHJ:.) status o f man ~md woman. l_.tu(:e we have o nce 

mm>e 3 sort of dcmys.rification o f rhc couu·,,c:L, in i'll~nwch as il i ~ 

m.adt: dclibcr.ltely to promote sl01vcry .and evcfl deach .n ch(' 11en·· 
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ice of the wom.1n .1nd che morher. The ultimate paradox is th.11t 

such a contr~cc should ~ iniclac~cl, and the power conferred. b)' 

the ,•ictim himsclr. tluc h co s<~y the male: p.irty. Sade's ironic 

attitude co th~ I 739 ~cvolurlon i:s rh.u the R.a·olution Y>ould 

rettl.ain sterile uniC':1J h &.l\'C up m.aking laws and sec up mstitu• 

rions of pcrpetu.al motion; It b par.allele<l by ~1asoch'.s humorous 

attirude to the I"C:\'Oiurion• of 1848 and th~ Pansl;a\-;c mO\'t':mc'nt: 

be s.uggcsts ah;al conn.acu 'hould be dr.awn up wirh a terrible 

T~rina, chus ensuring c-he mow ~entimcntiJ but at the same: time 
the coldest and ~''C'~' l:~w. (In Ul"'tStoms, Masoch oorlsiden the 

problems di.sculSCd by 1he Pand.lVic congr-esses and he asks: Will 
the Slavs 3chicve unity for Ku~&ia l>r geuing rid of the Ts~r-iM 
regime or should they olin for " Ul'(ln~ $rate under the rule or .l 

T,sarin3 of genlus?)%9 
W h.u doc!! chc victim C.Xf){:CI by e nte ring into rhis cxcremc 

tOrrn of contract with th~ moLhcr? T he aim i <J setmh .gly ncJive 

and srraightiOrward. The mMOC-hlnic oomr.:J<::t excludes the f.1thcr 

and displac:-es <mtu the rnothtr the r..sk of exercising ,md Olpply­
ing the patem.al law. Rut we ha,·e seen that the mother is both 

stem .1nd cruel. The ptoblc:m. howe\·cr, should be: stat~ difk.P 

enlly-: the umc chre.lt whi<'h, when txpt-rieno::d as coming from 

th~ Cathe-r .and Hnkc<l to hb irmg~. has the dTect of pfe\-'Cilting 

incest. two the re'ene effea when entrusted to the mother ~nd 

nsociaccd with her image:: it then makes incest possible and 

en$ures its succ:ess. llert tht trinsftreoce ls ,.ery effecth-e. A$ a 

general rule cut-r.ation JCrs u a threat pr<:\'enting incest or a pun .. 

ishmem Lhat oontri>IS It; it is an obst~cle to or a chMt"isemem of 
incc.c;t. But when i l Is linked whh chc: image of the m other, the 

C3stration of the son becomes the very condition of the success 

of incest: incest is ;'IUimllatc_d by rhis dispb cc.mcn t co a seco nd 

birth w hich diS-JXlfiiSt!l with the fathe r':l role. " Interrupted love'' 

is an imfXU'I.!Int fcuurl' of masochi~m t·(ll w hic h many authon; ha"e 



dr•\\ n .mention; its func1ion h to f~K"ilinte the m»ochht's klto­

tillc.lot~n of sexw.l.tc.ti\'ily "hh bo1h inc~tSt and SC"Cond buth," 

protb~ which not only Sf\"t'S him fmm the threat of c.mr.uion but 

.t<..tu,alfy HUllS Cll!).tra tiOn into the II}'I'OboJic C.OIH:IitiOII ur ~UCCe~~. 
I' he l'l'l itsochi.scic cont,..act gencrJI('\ a type of Jaw which lt.ld,; 

.Stl'.,ight lnt(ll icual. T he masochbt iii oblicsscd; l'itv\llh tic activ~ 
ity h l'Ssential to him, siuet' h CJ>icomi~es chc tvorld off.mcn"Y· 

Three mo1ln t}•p-e-.s of rite occur it\ Mil:wch 'li no,·cls: hunt1ng rn~'l . 

~n<:ultunJ rices .tnd rht$ of rrgcnttltion ~nd n:birth. Tht) e,ho 
the: chrtc: ful'ldamenul dc:mc:nt~: the cold. th.lt requi~, the!: tof14 

qubt of the: fur, rhe trophy of the hunt; the buri~ scntiment.tl· 

it)' and shtltered fecundi ty whii;'h agriculrure dcman.J,., tog(thcr 

with the stl'ic rest organi.Y ... ,tion of wol'k; and finally th.lt \'Cry de· 
m<•nl of Strictnc.ss. rhac cnacl rigor w hich rcgener.:.tlon mid rc:blr~h 
Jcmand. The coexistence .md inter.1Ction of' these three rhc) s:um 
up the rnythical comple~C uf mo11wchism. We nnd it •gain ~nd 

.tg.dn, \·.trtously trnbodic:d throughuut the work or M.M<.~<.h: tht 
kk.ll \\Om•n hunts the bur or the "olf; d)t org.miz.o or preddet 
0\"C'r 1n agricuhuul community: sh~ makc:s man underao 1 pro· 

crM of rcbinh. The l1s1 would 1JJJ>ear 10 be tl1e ~~nli.al rhf in 

which th(' other tv.'O c ulm inate ,md from which they dtrlve their 

f~lnCtion in the t'QI .ll i ~y OfthC rnyth, 

In 1-t'Qij ond Sht-wolj th<' heroine .uks her suitor to le t him 

:~e l ft,x, sewn into a wolr:s skm an(J to lh·e and howl .lnd IX' h~mlNI 

lil c a wol(. The ritu.:.J hunt islnnn.~mentoll to rtbirth: by c.aking 

pOS.\a.don of 1he trophy of the: primhl~. utc::rine mo1her. th(' ~· 

ond mOther. that is to sa) the onl mo1her. ~uires che pou'(':r to 

bMng 1bout " rebirth. This ~occon<l birth is independent bach of 

lho f.lther and of rhc: uterine nu.:nhc:r; it is a parthenogenesis. knw 

gives n drtai le<l desc ription or !'Ill agr.ll' ian rite : 1h-.: N-.:gro~,)cs 
" led me to a vinC)'.).rd that lay .,long the south side of thf' g:ll'd~n. 

~bi7e h.1d betf'l planted hetwCtn the vines and a fe w dry lu:.a<h 

" -ere ttill ~ing: ~plough Nd been kft. 1hc:re. The black.tmoon 

tied me: to 1 nd:e 1nd ~used thcmsche" b) pricking nl<' "ith 
golden h11irpln~. Rut thi$ did 001 la~t long, for Wanda <~ppeol~ 
,o;i1h her C:l'ntin" toque, ht"r handtln che pockets of her j.ackc1 . 

S)lc t<lld th(!m (0 tmci~~ me .:tnd f<tSit-H my ha.nJ.s behind my back. 

!'hen s.hu h.:ula ruke laid on my lilwuldcl'i .lnd I \'/.lS harncs..~cd tt> 

the: plou~h. lh" blaGk demons pu:~hed me into the field: one 

dro,·c dlt plough. the ocher lc:d me on .1 le.tsh, ;1nd the lhird 

~oo.ded me \\ lth the whip. whik Vcnu) in fun stood by ".ltcl\.. 

ing d.c- 'I('('I')C ... 

The thret ~eg~sses stand for the thret- morher imag~: we 

notice:. htJ\\'t\"er, char the oral m01her is ~plil : she occurs t w~<;.c. 
once JS :111 <; lt•ment in the triad, una ,,.,,r wirh rhe orhcr womt"n, 

::.nd ... ru:rW-'11'~ 1 oursid e 1·hc tl'i .l<l , J Wl'Sidin.~;. over it. having appru· 
pri31ttJ .u.d tro.~nsrormed all the function" of che och(r \\ omen 

in order to s:cr\'C the them~ of r4:birth. ht:rything point<J to • 
p.lrtt,enu&'Cn..:sis: the marriage of the ,·Inc .md the nui1r (lht 

Oionysi.an tlcm('nt and cht: fem1l~ .lgrui.an community): the 
plough. reprc~nting union with th~ n~chcr: 1-M pinpriclin.g .and 
the w hipping, reprt>.sentiog J>arth4!oogcnctic stimulation: the new' 

birth of the son d l'awn out by the rope.» W<' howe (lncc mo•<e the 
theme o f the"' c hoice b.;-t wee•t the thrco mothe rs, the oscil l.tting 

hlO\'Cmcnl o ( the pendulum. aud tht• final Jbsorptioo of both 

the u terin..,· and the Oedipal mothcn by t he criumph.tnt oul 
mother. She h misrTess of the lAw- \\ h;u Ma$0oCh calls che 1.~" 

of the comnt\NW', in whkh the hunt'n&· che .tgnri.tn and the matr*" 

arch..&l dcm~nti become full) integntcd. Thc utc.rmc mother. 
the lwmcl', I~ hcrsc:l( hunted down .and despoiled; the OedipAl 

mothr;.r, 0 1 mother or the shepher<J, already int<:grated in the patrl· 

u ch.-1 )y:,;tcm (as victim or as .lccomplle<>) is like\"~-' i .Se S.4CJ'i0cttl. 

'fhe ()1'0'11 mothe r alone rurn;un~ trlunaphanc; she is chc common 

f:S1enc:e of .-gl'lculturc, m.uriarch) .uHI rchirth. Hence the dtc.un 



of agrarian communism which recurs thmughovt the=: wnrk of 

M.noch and underlies his '•bJue tales ofh•pplne\1" (Mart"d/.o, T~Jc 
fart.JJ~ oo t.h~ Dflidlr. Tf:.: Ar.nh.:t1a of Uglinm). A deep bond ls 

~rged ~tween tbe commune. the l~w or th.t commune ~mbod. 

led in 1he oral mother . .i.nd the m.1n of the commune, "ho c.n 

only bt bom by being !'('born of the or-.al mother. 

The rwo principle male figures in \l~h ·~ wort:. .1ft! Cain ~'KI 

ChriR. 'Their sign is the s..mc. the sign of Din pr~Oguring the 
sign of rhe c:rO$$ which used to be written l): X or u: +. Thll.l Din 
should occupy such an important place in th(' wol'k of Masoch 
has II ,·cry wide range or sigJ1i0comce. lie »ymbolbcs In 1he first 
place 1hc: omnipresence of crime in n~uur<• .md histOry. and rhe 

im mcnsily of oHm's suffering.s ("My punh lunent I~ ll\01\' than I 

can bear''). Hue beyond this, ~:here is the f.,ct th Oi t CJ~ in iii a "ciller 
uf the ground" and the favorite of the mother: k,\'C ~~·~cted his 

birth wirh c ries of jqy, but d id not rejoice at tho birth of Abel, 
the "keeper of sheep:• who is on the !':ather's side. lh(' motl1t:r's 

favorite went so f.)r as 10 commit ,, <rtme to sen:r the alliance 

~tween the (ather and the other son: h~ killed hh r~ther's llkc-­

n('~S and made: Eve into the goddt:.))·mothcr. (Herman llcsse's 

nnngt" ~1. Dtmion. intcrwc.t\'CS r-.'iett~ht~n and muochink: 
thtmet: the mother-goddess b identiOW "hh Eve."' fem.i.le 

gi.anr who be.tn on her forehud the m.ark of C.in.) Muoch i' 
.aur~ted to Uin oot only bct:alUC of the IOnncntt h(: wffers but 

1lso by the very crime r~t he commib.. ll1s crime ihoutd not bt 
rtg.m.1td .-s <1 !>adomasochistk .&rchc:t)'pc. for the ''IHire J>l'ojcct 
f.,IJs $()uari.'ly within the world of tna•ochism. wit h iu attcnda.1U 

features o(loyalty to the maternal n ile, dccii~lion w the oral 

mother, expulsiol\ of the father, and it~ dements of humor and 

1>ro"ocation. Cain's •·herit.1gc" i.!>:. ''m.u·k "; his punhhrnent· l>y 1ht: 

FAther repr~ents the .,ggrelSive, hallucinator)' I'CIIJI'Il of che I.Jt· 

rc1·: ro much fOr chc first episo~le . T he -,.:;c;oniJ episode: is the Sl<ll')' 

<JfChri$t: the likeness of the l~chcr i.s once more aboli.sh~d. (''Why 

bJSt rhou fvrukt'f\ met'), buc here iris the Mother who crucifies 

the Son; in the rrwoc:hhtic cl .. boration of the M.ui.at~ f~r~t.t.\Y, rhe 

\'Ugin in person put~ Christ on rhc crou; 1his is M...soch"s \"ersic>n 

of"dx· dc.tth of Cod." 8~ puu1n-~ him on the cross and thus pi.)C· 
ing: him under the '-'me sisn •s th~ 10n of E\'"C~ tbe \ 1rgin amC-3> 

on rhc .aim or tht" mothtr'-1todd~s.s. 1hl" g.rt" .. u on1 morher: she 

ensures the p.a.r1hc:nogcnetic Keond binh of the son in his r"e$UI" 

reccion. Uut OJ.g.ain. it i\ Ml 1he ron who die-S so •nuch ~.s Cod 
the Father, that is the likenc:::oll oft he father in the son. The cross 

represents the mJttlnal image of death, the mirror in which 

the nardsshtic ll!.llf o f Christ (Cain) apprehends his ideal self 
(Chri~t ~urr<.:<::tcd}. 

But we may wonder why thc1'i:: should be so much pain in both 

casc.s .md wl•y t:Npl3don should be tile neces~)' pn::.<:OI\dillon or 
the second bil'th. Why should such .a rcrriblc punishment be 

inflicted upou C.ain. and why should Christ's tUrtuce bt-~ unbt:.w 

.able? Wh} is Chrbtolog}· ~n .lll·pernsive dement in che work of 

Ma.so<:h? Wh1le ~de Wl1 ("Onc.:ernt'tl above all with rationa.li,tic 

mel uhehtic, nwsonic and .l~tehin'c: soc::ietie..\., M.asoc.h g ... ,~ hi.s 
~ttcntion to the "')~tc~l ~raria.n \4:CU ofhi.s d~y (soc:h""' those 
found in che Auscrian fmplrt-). l\\0 of his novels. T~ Fuhu <lj 
Souls .and 1k ,ltochtt of GoJ Kru.ally de~l with these SC<."h: the-y 
a.reilmong his fine.~. 'fhtoir r.u't'Oed and )(i0ing ~tm~ere, 1heir 

iott:'nse portT.II).tl of .,.,lllfngly uceprcd torturt" is unp~nllded 

excxpt in the ~st WOfk> of H .li. EwerS, who also specia1ited in 
sects (The SorcciU't Apprcfltju). The: story of ntt ,f.folht.r of Cod is 

a.o; foltows: The heroine, Mardona, rules over her sect or commune 
-in a manner th.lt combines 1 he quiilh ics of tendcmess. seve rity 

and coldne.s~. She h wr.nhful and orders people to be whipped or 

s~uncd; )'Cllihc i" gentle. lndcctl chc whole; secc is gentle .ln<l gay, 

though intolerant of sinfulnc~s 11nd hostile to disorder. Mardona 
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has a scrv•uu girl. NimfOdora, ~ g.r,:,cefill. melancholy maklc:;n whi) 
gashes her ~riYI so that the M<:11t1er of God m.1y b.1the in the bloO<l, 

d rtnk uf i t and thus g:rin e te rnal youth. Sabadil loves Mardona 
' but he loV'e$ NimfO<Jora coo, though in a different· w.)r. Manioll.il is 

disturbed by this, and speaking as the .~'torher of God, she :sa}·:s tQ 

Sabadil: " It is the lo"e of the Mothe•· ofG<xl that brings red emp· 

lion anti g h•e:s new birth to man .. .. I have (\Ot succcedc:<l in 
changing your Oesh and tr<1nsfom1ing your C<lmallm·e i1HO divine, 

affection . .. . I have become to you nothing more than a judge.:• 

She asks Llur he con.sent to be tOrt\lred, and o r<lers h im to be 

nailetl tu the c ross. Nim fodora nails d o\\'n his h<ands and Manlon.a 

his JCer. Mardo1~a the n e nters inro a p.-'linful ecstasy. w hile at night· 

faJI Sahadil en.lcts 1he Pa~:sion of Christ. ·ro Mardona he c ries, 
.. Why h;l$ lhou forsaken me?'' aod w Nimt'odor;l, ''Why has thou 

betrayed meJ" 1'he Motller of God must crucify her son in order 

lh.ll he should truly become herson and enjoy •he prh•ik-ge or .l 
re birth fTom her ~lone. 

In Jnc Sin·n, Zenobia cuts off Theoph.m '.s hair and excl.1ims: 
"At fast r ha"e succeeded in making a rnao of you." Similarly, in 

1'ht Di,·orcrd lfOOlon, :\nna Jortgs to be worrhy o f her task, to w hip 

Julian a.nd lObe able at last m s,\'f to him: "You have b~n through 

•he ordeal, now you :H'e ~ 1nan." T he them e recurs again in a fine 

shore story where Masoc h recounts the liJC of !I sevt u tecnrh· 

century Messiah, Sabo:~tta i Zwi. Sabatui Z wi is a cah balis1 t~nd 

fanatic g ive n to sdf·morcifi.c<~l iOJl : he marries Sarah , but docs 

not con:;ummatc the u.nion; he tc1ls her, ''You will he by my side. 

like a gentle tOrture ." On the ordc:.r of the r-.)bbis he leaves he r 

for Hannah, and l'epe3lS hi~ pre\•ious behavior with her. He ri n<~Jiy 
marries Miriam. a young Polis.h jewe.ss, but she anticipates him 

.1nd forb ids h im to touch her. In love wi th Miri.lm, he leaves 

for COilSlantinoplc. whef<~ he trie.s tQ COt,vince the s~l lt(I,O of 
his .Messianic mi~sion .. ~·lcanwhi le , w!1ole cities are swept widl 

~orhusiasm; he has already wo n over Salonjka, Smyrna. Cairo; his 

Jame ha~ enm spread as far <lS Europe. I lc leads a dete rm ined bat• 

tie againsc tht rabbis, t~MJ a nnounces to rhc Jews the return to 

judea. The Sultana is di:lj)lea.sed .and il'fonns Mirioun ~h:)t she will 
ll:we Sabattai I>Ut to dead1 if he docs not m end h is ways. Miriam 
then o rder:s hint to l>.n he ::.t (he connuencc of the rhl'ee rivers. 
Ani::., Tu1•tcha and Narisso . One cannot help recognizing in the 
three rivers M<l in the three wives ofSab<.'!lLli the three mothet'· 

jmages. an.<l in Miriam the oral mo ther, w ho triumphs over them. 

Mirii.\m m<~kes him oonfess to her, crowns him with thoros ~nd 

whips him_, and fina lly consummates the marriage. ' ' \\loman, what 

hil\'¢ you doM to met'' " I howe m::.de a mau o f \'Ou.'' The next . ' 
d'lly, summoned by rhe Sulcan, he rccam s and becomes a Mus· 
lim. Thereupon. his numerous roll<)wer.s, even .among tl1e Turks • 

declare. !h;>.t lhe Mwi::.h c::.n only appear in a perff:.ct ly \•irtOO\IS 
world o r d$e in a totally evi l one, and since apostasy is the worst 

of all crim(>..S, they declare thou they will a U become apoSt;)te$ ro 

b.tsten the c.oming of the Me.ssiah,,\1 

But what is the significance of this COI\Sr<tmly re<:ul'ring th(".m.e: 
' 'You arc not a man. I am making a man of youi'" Wh at does 

~'becoming.., 1nan'' sigt,lfy? ~le.'lrly it does not meM tc f,c like Ute 
fatl1er, or to take his place. On the contrary, it co nsists in oblit· 

C.rJ.tiog his role and his like,,ess in order to ge''e""'te th e ne\~· i'll;,\1\. 

The tQrtures arc in cf1Ccr dircc.:t<:d at the f.uher, or ac his likeness 

in the son. We argue..I earlier that the masoclJistie t~ntasy is Jess 

an instance of'•a child being be.aten"' l'h.m of<J jmherbeifllJ hww1~: 

in many ofMa~oc.h's tale.:s. it is the master who undergoes the tor­

tures; thus jn Jh«x/(NCt or The; Living &nch, il\ t he cotn'$¢ of 3 peas· 

ant re\•olt led by the women of the commu ne, the master is 

harnessed tO the plough sid11-. br side wi th the O:<, or is used as a 

bench co sit upon. W hen the torture is inflicted upon the hero. 

that is co say the son, the lover or the child, we should <::OJlclude 
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(hal what il1 bealcn. foro worn md sacrinced, '' lut i~> l'itu.llly ~xpi· 
~ted. k th~ fathct'i likeness, the genital sexu,Jiny inh~ritW rrorn 

the fatMr- howe,-.:r mini..uurb.cd ~may be. Thi$ b the ttal 
.. Aposr~ ... To become • m.m is co be rcbnm from the "''Oilla.l) 

alone:. to unde'b"' 'ol •t-cond birth. This is wh} canration, .and the 

'"int(;rruprcd lo,·c:'' whkh rtpres("r\U C.l'\tr.:uion, ct.a'\c to bt an 

obstacle to or" punishment ofinccst. and become in~tc.ld .l pre. 

condi1 ion ~fit~ ~ucccs; with the rnocher, since it is rhcn equaled 

with a .seconJ~ llUt<Jnornous .lnd p·arthcnogc:nc tic rcl>inh. The 
masochi~t t>t•\CIIc:cll three JOnns of d isa,·owO)I O)t once:: the: fi r':\L 

m;tgnifies chc m01hcr. by auriburing to her the phallu> in.lU\nn cn· 

u.l to rebirth; the: "'cond e:xdud('.S ch..: father. sir.ct he- h"' no IN.rt 
in this rtbinh: J.nd the thi~ rebtt$ co Sbual plusure:, which h 

interrupt~. dC'prh~l of its genitality md tr•mfonnOO into 1hc 

plea.wre ofbeine reborn. 
The rino~l objtc.th~ of M.uoch's work cxpre:»ei h"Wif in che 

myth th.u embraces buth Cain .md Christ: Chri l>~ i~ not the son 

of God, but chc n('w M,;m; his l ike ness to the f.uher h abolb hed, 

he is '"Mi)n on 1hc Cross, who knows 1~0 St1WJ IIcwe, no property, 
no l.nherfand, nv CiHI)C, no work .. . .''l2 

We wert oot abl<! co give material d.:nnitiorh of muochbm. 
sine~ the combimdon~ of pt~ure .md pain in" spcc-iOc )tt'ISU-11 

cxperitncc imply C:C'«o~io form.d conditiom which ~nnot be 
igno~ "'ithout con(U.ling ~l)lhing, cspecio~lly Ddiun ;and n"W­

ochism. Nor i1o1 moral de:O:nition of masoc.h1sm in term\ of guilt 

,my more .adettU.ttc, Guilt \lud expiation ( nQ less 1h.1n 11 po~«t~ul.u 

plcasurc .. p.ain ~.:otnbinJtion) .nc genuinely and dett>ly experienced 

by rhc masochh 1, but lu:rc again lhe imporl;lnr poln1 l.s to know 

in what form guilt is exp·crk nc:cd. The depth and intl.!n~h)' ol 3 

feeling i~ no 1 .lflt:ccc:d by the uS('$ wh ic h it m~)' be m:.dc LO aer\·e. 

... 

incltlding ~voen pi!c'(lc;1)': the nature of the fr-dh,g, howc\•e:r, will 
alt~r con-e~pondmg1r. l'hc psycho~.n.alytic Sl.atcmt'nt 10 the dfec1 

1
t,.1 the ma,.ochht experiences guilt in rtlo~tion to th~ fa1her (in 

Reil:"~ "oRb, ~1nce the punishment co~~ fi'Oin the fo~tf,er. 1hc 

crimt mun h.w~ been committed o18"insr the blhcr). clearly Je:ad,. 

to the cre.ation ot a.n .ubitraty etiology which h ~olcly determin~d 
by the tendency ~0 clcrivc masochism from s.1dhm. I here b no 

d:r,)llbt chnl lht' rt~o~sochbt lives in the very d<'t)ths of guilt; blll l:u 
from fueli ng ch3t he h.ts sinned ag\l iMt chc t:uher, il is the ldthcr's 

l ihcn~), in him 1 ho'lt he txper•ienccs a:s a sin w hieh m u.n be atun~d 
for. l let)C"C: gulh h wrncd completely upside down: it i\ both at 

its deC'pe:~c .and h\ most ab~urd. h iun integra1Jloall ol the n)~SC>­

cbin's tr'iumph •. and cns.urcs his Jibtra1ioo. lndcttl it is indistin• 

guishabk (run\ humor. h U quite: in.xkquatc tO Ui) • .K Re:1k dots, 
tft.lt IM puniJhmcnt ~h-cs thC' amdety uidtta rrorn guilt. and 
ma.k~ po1Siblc th(' IOrbidden pleasure. The humor "hk:h d,,.,... 
3Ctc rizc'l th<' ma5oc:tun's prcdic.ament b .1lr'Ndy ilt work in the \'Cry 

intensily of his sen~c of guilt. no less than in the ~\·crity of the 

punishmcn1, for it ii thl." fO)thcr who i'S g l1ihy In the :1()11, no t the 
WJl hl l't•loltfon tu the f.lthcr. Masochi~m in ics m.lle ri\11 a~pccts is 

a phcnomtlll)ll of the WtlSes (i .e., a ceru ir) <'t.unbht.alh>n Qr pain 

and plea~>urc): in its moral aspc:-.¢ts it h. a function C>f fcding or 

~ntimc:nt. Bu1 beyond~~ sensation or ff'tllng chert Is a third 

~·a iUJ~flOI'W el("fl)('nt that ~ninutes the m.uochi.st: thh 

is the uory in '"hich he rtl~t~ 1.bt: triun1ph of tht or•l mOther. 

dte abolhlon of 1he: f.uhcr's likc,ness and the con~<tucnt binh of 

the new mJil, Qr COUne tbe m~hist muit U\f' his body <lOd his 

soul tO \\ rhc: thh StOI"y, but there iS r'l t\'Cnhdc)~ ~ (ormal mJ~S· 

ochism w hich preexists phy:;ic.'l), $e nsual o r mat<'rl;tlmolSUChism, 

ju~t !IS th<'r'4' t~ a dt.-m,\lic nusoch ism befOre an)' moral or senti· 

menu l m•Hochism . lienee the lhcatrical im t>r<'Sllion wltlch i$ 

COIWt)·Cd 3t the polm \\'here the masochi~t's tCdh111-\ :.ln: a t their 

••• 
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dee pest .11nd his f)llin and sensarion mn~t lne<• !l~ly CJCpc-rk nced. 

We hnc tr~ a progression ff'() m tht oontr•ct c-o th" m)•th, 

through th~ intermediary of the IJ.w; for •he law tr.lln"«ndl the 

<.;ontnct but leads U$ Str.light into rinut and myth. By m~ns of 
dK' contract the pat<'m.il funa-ion of •pplylna •he: t.a~ \II~ t:r-.ms. 

krrcd to the: mother. tUuJ1ing tn th<' motr r.MI~IIr.JmiOmutiQn 
of the l•w. The law now ordains "twc it W11< oncr intended to 
furMd: guilt absol\'t$ inStead o(lr.;sdinl U') >~tOf'lt'mt'm. •nd pun. 
bhment R~akes pcrmiMible wh3t h w•~ intended to ch.litise. T he 

l•w has bcc.ome essentially maternal, I<:Jding iluo th0$4: regions 

or the unconscious ...,.here che tlm~e imilgc:li of the mocher ho1d 
supre me sw.1y. Th e contract rcpre:\Cnts .l p(•I'8Qn,ll \lt.:t u f will on 

the po;~rt ofthc masochist. but through the cc,.u r.\Ct, ~tnd the vicis. 

sitmlcs of the Jaw that issues from it, the m~soehlst is I eel ba~.:k 

Into the imp<:rsonal realm of fate, which flnrl~ l'xprcsslon inc-he 
myr h <~nd in th~: ri t,e.s that we h3v(' d escribe(]. The situ;ltion that 

the ma.sochis.L establisl1es by contracr, at ,\ ~~>~dnc murnent and 
r()r ~ &fJ«ific pt'riod. is already fully coru•inOO rimclellsly and rit~ 

u~olly in the symbolic ordt'r of m.asochis:nl. For the mbOC:'hist. the 

modern contract as it is elaborated in the bedroom corresponds 

to the oldC$1 rites once enaocted in tht swamps •nd the Mcppn.. 

l'ht ~Is of .\l.uoch reflect this t~-ofold hlaory "nd bring oot 

the idencic) bet\\Y<n irs nlOS( ll'tOdem .and ih tn<b' ancient fOrms. 

,., 

P sychoana l ysis and the Problem 

of Masoc hism 

Fteud g\lvC two succcui\•C iiiC:Count.s of sadomasochi:;m, the fin t 

in relation tO the du,lllt~ or t he Stxuill and t he ego·i(IStinCIS, 
the second in rdi'll ion t (\ the du;llily of the we .lnd the dc.uh 

i•t~tinccs . !loth aCCt>unu tend to treat Sllc.loma!sochism as a par· 

ticular entily within which transitions ocxur from one COlllJ>O· 

nenr to the other. We Wii iH w ex.;~rninc to what extent these two 

accounts are rt.fllly d lfTtre ru , tO w h.lt e.xtent they both imply a 
·'r:ransfonnisl .. ~ttitude on the p.trl of Freud, and finaJly to what 

t'Xtt"nt the h)'J>Olhesi\ O( .t du.tliC)' Ofi05tinctS limil$ in bo1h ~~ 
the .. ,ramfonnist•' .t'iumcnt. 

In tht' tint .account. mnoc-hism i$ seen .lS deriwiog from .sad· 
ism b)• ~ proet:u of m'C1'1.&1. [ ·u.=ry iruc:inct is though1 to indudt 
~ressh-e components '~ hi<;h ~redirected upon its object ;md 

necess.uy 10 1hc n:allucion o( Its .tim: s-adism would. in this \·iao~, 

~·e its origin in the: agrt:lsive oomponl!nt uf the st.'\ual instinctS. 

In the cot•rK of l c~ dctrclopmc:nt the aggressive-:wdistic compo­
nent m.ty become cond itl<:mcd in suth a way t hat i t is turned 

arol)r\d ag.1hht the ~uhjcer ~ own ~clr. The f:lctors dcccnnining chis 

fUming around are nf l wo moln types; aggi'C$Sion against the father 

and nlother may be tu• netlAI'Ound upon the self e icher und<'r rlw 

eJTc:cc of "tear of loss or love" Or .tS the result of guilt-feeling~ 

>OJ 



(link~ "1lh the form.ulon of the suptnt,ou). These cuo <:oncli 
tions uf M.l.\~hinic ''turning a.round .. arc q u ite di.ninec _ •~ 
B. Crunh\:l'gt.lr pointt."<l OUf -the nrst ha\'i"g a l>l't..'g¢n i~l and Ill{' 

stcond M Ocdi~l M)tii'C<'. U But in cirhc •• ('otl><' ch"" fathcr-imng~.: 
and the mc>th~r-•migC h1vc: ''CI)' unequ<~l ruler., lor C\'Cn •hous,h 

tht tn•n,.:rnsMJn be.trs on the per10n of the mcxher. iu <'Sstnlial 
objtt( MU'-\ still k the: f,.'lthcr: he iS the OC1C who IVK(.C$$t\ th 

• h ,- • 
perm , t cone whom rh~~ child wishes to<:JUI',He or to kill : he 1' 
the <lilt w hv punisht.·s. and who m ust be placo~tcd by this proc<:llll 
ofturnin~ around. l-lf'OCf', in c''ery ca.s.c, the filt hcr·irnage sc('rn¥ 
ro h1,·t .l pl,·ot.J role. 

It soon becomes appan-nt, fOr • '"arlee~ of rt.ll~. th.u mon· 

ochi"m C;)nnot simpl)' b< dcfine<J ~Sa form of sadism turntd 

around UJ><m the lJ:elf. Tfw l'irn reason is ch~t th-.; process of tUI n· 

iog t'I IOUiid is nc.-cess;uil)' ii<X'I'>tnp<!nied by a Jcso.uali7nt«Jtr of libidl· 
nal ~re~ion, 1t'ut iS- tht rc:hnquishing of specif"l~Jiy sexual aim\. 

freud ~'~ in puticul.ar' th.t,l tl,e fonnalion or the supt.n-go or 
~onsci<"ncc:, which rn .. rl:.s 1h.: resolution o( the Oedipus compt("ll., 

'mJ>Ii6 the desex.ualii'OII iOtl Of the latter. fn thi~ 5f>ll.Se it is poliJ~i· 
bJc• l~ COI\C'Ci '<e Of <I I'C\',.'N./11 Of S.ldism, with dl \,: SUp·crcgo olC:Iing 
sadJSllcally upon the e>go wilhout the ego ic!OC'If beio8- masochili· 
tk. Thcr~ i\ no rn.uochism proper wi1hout a n:..cth·~rion ofch<o 

OedJpus complex, htnce "uhout a .. rcscxiJ~Ib.uion- of the con· 
science. M.110ehhm is char~clcrb.c:d tlOt by cullt·ICelings but b> 
the desire co be ,,unished, 1he purpose: of lllJSO<:bism being fQ 

~·csol~c g vllt a~u.l tJu: corrC:SJ)Ondi ng an.xiet)' and make sex~till gr;u. 
Jllcauon J>O.!>slble. Hem:e muochis.m should bt de-lined Jess b)' 

a he proct,.) of turning ~muod itself than by the rot.-w_fj1'.ation of 

the ~ggrr»ion '''rned upon the .self in tbh procen. 
The )C<:uml r<"ason is C(Jn<:.ermxl with o~norher ;md <JUite di~ 

tin<:r J~pcct Q( masochisrlc ~cx ualization. namely irs speciOc 

''erogcniclly.'' We nl.l)' wdl gr,mt that punishnwnt ~hvuld resoiVf 

or '-1tl1f) feelings of guilt, but this only c.:<.m_,tihltts"' JHtlimtnMy 
ple.uure of a mt>MI n:tturc: that merely prcp..lre.S for ~exu.1 l ple.)S· 

uri! or makes it posslbk: it does"',' <:xpl:tin hmv scxu.liJ) ICd~urc 

.tetually occurs in aliSOCiation with the pll)"ficn/ p3in of J)UiliS.h· 
rntnt. 11•e ~ h thu the process of scx~i7..a.tion could nC'\·er 

c"hninnc ~ithom ~ ~rti<:ulu masochtSiic ~oen.icit;.. For 1hi-s 
w,· rc<JUire som~ nl.ltt"rial basis, some p<'c:uliar link which chc: 

Jll ft~oc:hist experitnc(s between hi ... p .. 1in an~l his sexu~IJ>Itasure. 
Frc:uJ suggeste·d tht hyj)Oth(".sis of''libldinal sympatht•tlc c:ocx· 

citation," OlCCordina, to which proce~liCJ and excitation!! O\·tr· 

~tcpp(ng cen~in qu.)ruit.uh-e limiu b«:omc crori(-~11}· ch~'led. 

Such .1 hypothesis rrcoanuc:s the exbttnce of .m irreducibl~ nus· 

(lChhtl<: b.l..<iis. TillS is why FreucJ, evf'n In hi~ fi rst interprctJtion, 

Is not content with li<l)' ing thar masoc;h b m is a re\'~:rsed lo•·rn vf 
udilm: he <'ISO rna.int~ins th<ll sadi"'m I~~ r)rojeccecl ro,•m of mas-­

ochism. sin« thc s.-dht can only t.tl:c ple.sure. in the p~in he 
inOlc;.h upon otben tO the t..'\tent dut he h.u himselr bfW:ricoccd 
··ma5«hbticaJly .. ahe link becw.:en plea~urc ilnd pain. fn:ud noev· 

erthcless maintain> the prlrll <'~Cy Qf .s.l<li,.m, while d iscing.uishing 

l>et ween { 1) a purely llggn-:ssh·c sadism, (2} a turning aru~u1d vf 
sa<liJn1 upon the ~odf. (3) the ma.sochi\tk exper'ienoe 3nd (4) a 

htdonb:tic sadism. Rut C'lo'al i( one m~ini~M that lhe intun\«<auy 

rnouoch•.stic upc:riencc prc:.supf»-'e1 .. turning around of <~ggfC$­
sion upon rhe self, rhb turning Mound must be: regarded as u ne 

fJf the conditions fo r dhcovcring thu masocltilltic experience o f 

.t llnl.: bet ween p.tin Jr'ld pJcasurc:, .lnd cannot be said co consti· 

(UlC this link - rhc: \'c:r)' possibility o( which must point tO a_ 

s,p«:10c;: masocbistk: b.ui,.J.I 
There is yet .1 rhird rc:.uon: the proce,~ or turning around upon 

the MJif m.1y be reg.uded as a rcfl~xi•·•: sugc. as in obsess ion:~ I ncu· 

fosiJ ("I punish my,.clr')t b ut since mtuochism implies a pa~o~h'e 
s~g,t ("I vn punhht.'tl.lam beaten .. ), we mus.t inferrhc fJII~tcnce 
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in m.uochi.sm of a p.lrtit:ul.u mcch.ani~m o f proJcccion through 
which .tn e.xfemal agent is made 10 .:l\:~ume c~ role o(ch(! subject, 
Thl\ third r~.a:son is cl~.:erly tonntcted with chc n~t: rcsexuali1~. 
don is inscpanble fro''' projection (con\~rsely the ~rk:xht stage 
b indic-.uiv~ of a sadistic suptrtg:O whic:h remalnt; clewxualbed). 
It is in cc:rmsof ,rus projection th.c psyd'loa.ntl)"'h trie:> co~"' 

for the role pi~)"Cd by d)C mochcNm.gt. Since • .cccwdlng to thf' 
chcory. the mascx;hisfS a.im is to CK<lpe fr<un lhC (:()nsequcnc~ 
or the transgression against che folther. he procttdl fr) idem ify 
with the morher<'nd offers himself to the f~thrr .-s J )C)(ual ob;ect; 

howew:r. since this would in turn renew the threat o f castration 
which he is trying to avert, he choo~c5 "bciug beaten'' both as 

exoreisrn of"bcing .;:aslf,\1t.d" 3nJ .a:s a rcgrc:ulvc Sllbsthutc (If 
' ' being loved "; o't l the :same cimc the moth(!t• hlk(;s o n the~ ro)(' or 
d te pen~on who bc.liS:, ~ <1 tesuh o f rt!prc.uion <11" 1 he h()mosex· 
ual choic;f'. Alternatiw:ly, rhc subject 5h lfu 1hc blame o n tht: 

mother ("It is not I, iris sbe who wishes to c.utrale the father .. ), 
t:hher in (lrder to idencit}· with the b.td mQthcr und~r che co-wer 

or projection and rhus tal e pcmn.1ion ollht: t.nhtr\ penb (~r· 

verse masochis-m); or dsc. on the contnry. co m.lkc: .:any such 
idcncirtcarion impossible by nw.int.aining tht projettkm and subo­
.uhucing himself .s the victim (mor.al m~wthbm: ''It is not eM 

f<~lhcr, it is I "ho am canr.ated'').n 

For th~ "arious reasons \\'C mus~ r¢jCCC J> iNdcquone the 
fOrmula. "~dism tumed tround upon the !-ell JIS Jl dtlinhion of 
masochism. h n~ds co be supplemtnlcd by three orhc-r consid· 
erations: the s.tdism must be (1) relexua. li:ttd. ( 2) lh~ reliexu.ali~· 

tlnn must be grounded in a new erog<.:niclty nnd (3) che S3.flism 

must be pr'<ljec1ed . The.se three d ctcrmhl3tior\S (:OrrcSJ>ond ro rht 

1hrce ~spccrs o f masochism whid• Ft-eud di111fngrrlshcs C\'Cfl in hi~ 
first intcrprer01tion: atl: erotogenic asp<:ct. 11, a W11hi Cor ~el<ual exd· 

caci(ln. i\ passive aspect. accovuting in .t ' '<:r)' corllplex manner 
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both for the projection onto the wuman and for the i<leutifl~­
cjoo with h\:r, ,md • mor.ll ~~pcct or sense of guilt, to whit:h the 

pwceu of rcscx-Uol.ll:ntion h rtlat~l.l6 But fh.e question is whether 

we s.,·e chc F-reudian thcOIJ by supplementing it i.n thi5 w~y or 

w·htthc:r on tbe conu·~r') w-e \e\trcly .lfTecr its nlidir~~ Rcik. who 
m.aint.ains throughout the idea thJrt ma)()(:hism l$ derh't:d from 
~i$01. ~-etthtleu poirm out tNI m.HOChism "'springs &om the 
denia1 th.tt meet> the wdis:ttc in .. cincruill impulse ~d dC\-tlops 
from the ~i~lic, .l.sgressh·e or defi3.nt ph;ml.lSY which repi.Kes 
rulity. It rem.1ins inco1nprehcn~ible as long as one assumes its 

derivation directly rrQm s.-dir.m by ... facing about ~g~inst the f:go. 
Much a.~ l»ychoan.-.lpl1:md se)(ologists may oppose :such an o pin· 

iOJl, 1 maint.,jn th,)t lhc bir1h1>lact of masochism js phaot3$)'·"37 

In odlcr words, the m:rsoc:hl~l has renounced his sadistic impul.se. 

even turned aruund upon hirmelf. What he d c>es is to oeulr.l)it e 
his $.ldism i n f:.n tll'l)', ~ubsfllucinp: his drc.1m lor ac tion : hence 

the primary import.:mce; o f fanca.~y. Gh•tn these condhioM, lhe 
"iolence th.u rh«-: m;uochln ln n icts or causes to be inflkccd 

upon himself co~n no loncc:r be caned s~i:stic. since tt iJ ~d on 
h~s ~rtkul.tr type or t"~ptn~ion. The question. once more. is 

wM:ther we em uill.affirm 1hc principle of a derh-atton whtn tf,e 
deri"<ltion has ce.kie<l co M dirtCl and 1herdnre dispr<»'t':S the: 
hypcnhr.sis or a stralghtforwud ruming around. 

Freud rn,lint.ain> thou no dir«:t trJ~nsf()ttmlion can take place 

between impulse,; or im:tlncu ch.tt .1re qualitath'c:ly di:stinct; th~ir 

qualitative diiTe•-cnc...: prcclullt'i any trM~Sit"ion from one 10 1hc 
other·. ihis is crnJinl)' trur of 1hc: sexual and the ego instincts. 

Undoubtedly sadbtn .1nd ma>OChbrn, like My other I>S:)'C.:hic for­
mations. reprC!I<;Ill 1>:.• 1 ie u13r comhin;uions of th e cwo instincb. 

but any " pass.rge" frQrn o ne co rnb inaeio n lO the othc.: r olS, fOr 
lnsu nce, from sadi5m 10 lllil ~l'>chism, can o nly occw· by a pro .. 

cess ol' dcscxua111.atlon <lnd rtsuxu.t lh~.tt ion. In lll3SO<:hism 1he 
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lvcu1 o r thca1er of 1hJs process is tam a")· Art w~ co uy 1har the 

>.amc subjccr parci¢ipat('$ in both udis.lk and mnoc:hi!lic sexu. 
.a.lity. giw·n dt<tt tht one impli~ tht dexoll:u.lllb.ation of the ot~r? 

h thh dt:)c'.xuafiutioo ua .-ctml process C'.'ptritnc;cd by the INtQ. 

chist (in "hich case • tnnsition could be wid co occur. hO\\c,·er 

indu-eetly). or i.s it on the contr.uy a «mccuro~~l prt'1Upposition ot 
m.JSOChivn which ~'"tn it from .:all oommunic.ulon \\ ich sadism? 

WMn we~ gh"t':n two srorie$. h is aJwil)"'1 p&l\ible to bridge the 

g.<~~ ch.u sep . .ua.tc them, but in the pt<K.c1\ W\:" .t~nhc Jt " third 
.,:tory uf a. di0Crcnt qt~.:aJity from the other I w(). rht plych<l,.n.l• 

lytic.ll lh~\lry of sadomasochi'lrn appto~rs to be d()ing j l15t chis: 

lvr irnt.mcc::. the image ..,r the father, in VI('\'/ ofhs in•portancc in 

!(~d i~m. is rtg<~rded <lS still C(>rHluuing to npcr.1u: in masochism, 

disguised under ch('. tnoth~r-im.tgc: <1nd <IClCCnninfn~ Its role. this 
me~hoJ. h.n a serious drJ.n•hack in that il dhpi;'!<"C$ 1 he <:mpha~is 
and gh·cs c;ruci01l irnponance to sec<ulcll\l'y t:l(;tor~. r:0 ,· example, 

1 he dterne of the: had me>thtr does indeed app<'.U in rn.asochism. 
but only .t~s a m~rgioal phenomenon, llll' cencnl po~ition b<-ing 
oceupied by the good mothn; it is tht' ~ mothet who pos­
~s th(' ~~~u~. who OOts ~nd humilint'S the )Ubjttt o.-~n 
pt'Olotituu:s herself. If we ignorc chis .and gh'<' prornu)Cncc to the 

b.ad moth«, it is all too e;as) co rffst~blbh rhc link whft 1ht 
f•thcr • .and eM conesponding link bt-lwttn s.adism .and m.aso­
chhm. The existence or the good mother. on 1he ocher h.and. 

implies the t!d$ttnCc of <1 g.ap or bJ.anL. whkh )Uncb (Of' the abo­

Jiti4)n of the father in the $)'mbolic order. A~olin. while.: the ~ense 
of guilt h.ls grtat hnporuncc in masochism, ic t~cts oolv M ,, cO\·cr, 

.~) til~ humorous ouccorne of" guilt th.ll ha .. jllr.:\\d; been sut.­
\'Crtcd: for it is no longe r che guilt of the child cow.ud the fJ thcr, 

b~•t that of the f.uher l1hnsd f, and of h l~ likcll \1\i$ in the c hild. 

I IC'n;o "~·lin we come acri)SS .l "blank" which i ~ hunlt.:<.lly fi lled in 

Ly p!>y<:hoanalysis fOr the purpose: of dl'dvlng m;uoc:hbrn ff-om sad· 
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isrn. The f311.lcy is to II'C<ll ih .m ongoing p•·ocess a state of :.~O'o\i~ 
which mu<~t ,.,,,..ld)' obtain. wltich must .a] ready be presuppo~ed 
~r ma.sochhm to be pos.siblc. When guilt is e~perienccd "muo­

-c:hisric~ll).·· il is alre~y dh.torted. utiOcia.l and o~tc.nt111ious; 
~milul)• th~ r.lth('r b CXJ»<=riC04.e<l ~ .llre.ldf .abolis,hM sym• 

boJic.a.ll~'. In trying 10 fill In chc g.a~ bc:t"-'tt:O m.uochism.md IIOMI· 
bm· u--e .J~ liable 10 t•ll Into .all kinds of m.is.lpprehensions. both 

1h.eoretic.ll and praGCI(.ll or thcr.apc::utic. Hcnct' our contention 
thar ma50Chi~m C.ln be d(:rin«.~ m:ithtr .as Ct()togenic .:tnd !lcnsuous 

(pk-.a'it.m-:-p:tin), n<Jr oh morJI ,lnd 5entimc:ntal (guilt ... punh.hment): 
each of lh~~\' rldlnitlonj lmpli~ the possibility of an)' manner 

of transform.:ttion. M!l>Ochism ill .1bon: all formal and drOlrllatic; 
th i~ mc:ans thJ.t in• p(:Cull,u p1e01lure-pain complex is. <leccrminefl 

by " particular kind ofiQr•mt~lhm, .md its experience of guilt by a. 
:)pecific story. In til<' fi t'1•1 o f 1>a1hulogy every disturbo:ance is ch:w· 

acttl'i?'.c:d by "gapll" nnd It h only by s •·uping ac the structures 

dcm.araned b)•lhcsC' {I."P" 01nd taking thegn-atest care 1\0t co flU 

them in th;u '~ nny hope to .l.V'Qid rhc illusions of .. transf()nn• 

ism," ~nd to m.akt progu•\.\ in our .analysis of the disturbance.. 

Doubu about the unlly .and in1e.n:ommuniC.ltion of sadism 
.and masochism .arc fun her n"inforced when we: come to Freud's 

.second inrf!'r'Prct..:ulon. The qual•t.nh-e d~lity is now that of cht­

lifc uad thl" dc:~th instincts. ~ ~nd Thanatos. let us immt<li· 
ud)·noce, ~t\C':r, 1h.u chc Oc.ath ~JI'I!Ct, ¥-hK;h is~ pure prin­

ciplt-, can nevc:r bt" gh·en .u wc;h; .111 th.:tt is gh·cn or can be gh·\'n 
at(': eombin.-tihn~ of' the two instinct:s. According!), chc L>c.uh 

Instinct m;'lnifc::sts it~df In two different w.lys. depending on 
whelher, under lhC .:action o i' Erm. it i$ curnt<l out\V<lrd (urlism) 

Or whether p.m o l It rcmo.~hn .lS .l resich•e lihidin ... lly "bound'' 
wilhin l he org •• nl)ll\ ( m.l~O<:hi.sm ). In the latter case we ho.we m:lS· 

ochism of the ('l'()l j)gcnlc type. whidl js t>rimowy 3nd no longer 

derived from sadhm. Nt\'Crthclc.s.~. we reencounter ~he pre"ij)us 
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1heory ir• ttrms of"tumed .:.round" :s.-dbm which produce:\ che 
oth~r t ypc=~ of masochism (the passiYt: ,md the mor.'ll ), .ll'ld we .1~ 

fKcd once .lglin, e''el'll'llOc't .nilrkly. with our prc~iou) <l,oobts. Mr 
it ~ •ppr.tn that the pusage from ~i1.m to rnMoc:hum lmpli~1: 
flO( only the process Q( deseJtu~iution Mld rest:'U)Iitoltion but 
tquJ11y ol dtfuston ofimtincts a:s well n thtir comblmtlon.. Boc.h 
udh;m and m.IS()Chis;rn imply that .a pm:tcul.u qu.uuity oflibidi· 

n.1l (':Mtg)' bto neutr.alizC"d, deso:u.lli.1.ed, dhpl~ and put .u the 
~en·lce ofTiunoltO~ Thus ,.,_-e o<,·cr h•,·e • dir«t lr.ln\formation 

of one instinct into another. bu1 .:a "cJiS-f>l..eemcnl of Clth<"Ctic 

c:nergy."1 his i'i what Freud means by "dditsion."llc: holMc:d •-wo 
fundafnental occurrences c>f d cfosjon. na •-ch~bm 01nd the forrna­
tl(')n of the superego. The whole problrm He~ in the nature of 
these processes of d cfvsiot) i'ud in how they Me rdac('d 10 the 

C(lmbil)ation of the inst i11cts (Jl1sion). f,•erywlu;l-.: we mccc wich 
o combin.n ion of the two instincts, but <~t the ll.un.- ti n'e d..:fu­
' ion is at work everywhere. 

" 0 

CHAPTCR X 

The Death Instinct 

or 311 the writings of f reud , the mastt:rpiece whi<;:h we know as 
#kroMI t11e Pleasure Prmt:Jplt' I\ perh3-j)l: 1 he o ne where he eng;~gcd 

m~st directly- .-nd how JlCilC~t·,,tingly - in specific.llly jlhilosoph· 
i.cal rt"0 ¢ctinn. Philo~ophlc.,J rcnt-ccion should be underst<1od a~ 
"tr.mscendent.al," chat is 1(1 ~'Y concerned with "' p3rti<;:ul.u kind 
of irwesrig.ltion of the CJUC::,tion o f principles. It soon becomes 
:app:trcnt that in &;l.lnd tM Pft<ttUrY /)tfndpk. Freud is nor rc:tlly 

preoccupied "ith the c~ccptiOn:J to th.n principle: they :,re r'Ot 
what he mc<~n~ by the "bt:yond" of the title. All the apparent 

octplions wh.ich he cons.ckn., :.uch .a.s che unple.asure and tbe 
circuitousness whk:h \he reality principle impo:soes. on U$. the: con­

flicts ''-·hich ~UK " 'h.:at b plc<~sur.:able 10 one pan of us to be ~It 
as unplca:surc by •nOthtr. the g~oM(:-i h)' m~m.s of which "'e tT)' to 
reproduce ~~ld l O 0\-"tcr unplea~•nt txperiencc:s. or C\'t:n those 
fUncrional di~turb.lnC.."C$ or tl'~l~(ftr(':nce phcnomen<t rrom which 
we. leam that who11y ~nd uncquh·ocally llllple.asurable events are 
neven hcless r<: j>I'Otluced whh Obf;tin;uC" regularity- all these are 

neaced by FreuJ as mcr<·ly II Jl J>lll't'nl exceptions which could 5till 

be reconciled with the plca~ure princiJll¢. ln o ther wonls ther<e 
:.trc no exc<:ptlOM to the j')rl nd ple- 1 hough the•·e would indeed 
seem to be some r.1ther suan&e compliCJI ions in rhc workings of 

'" 



plea~ul'e. Th is i$ pr('.Cbdy where the pro blem arises, for lhough 
nothing contrad icts du: pleasure principle and everything ca11 

always be reconciled with it, ir is t:u from obvious that ir ca.n 
account for all che \•ariOU$ e lemcnls and Jm.ICessc:.s which go ta 

make itS application so oomplkated. Everything mig ht well be 
governed by the plc.1surc principle withot•l lhe~rore being llnallv 

d ependent on it. and sin<.~e the demands of the re.llit)' principt~ 
arc no more adequate to accounr for the comp1ic;.lh:ms invoh·cd, 

d1tse being more ort~n the prOOucts of fantasy. we must condude 
thou the pleasure principle, rho1•,gh i~ may rvle on::r all, docs ncu 
h,l\'(' the rinal o r highest authority O\'Cr all. There arc no excep­
tions w the p1'incip1e but rhel'e is a residue that is irr<xlucible to 

it; nothing Co ntradicts che principle, but there remain$ something 
which f~l1s ourside. il Md is nol homogeneous with it - some._ 

thing, in short. bey.md . . . . 
At this point we •leed LO resort to philosophical rd1ecLion. 

What we call a principl(' M law is, in the fi rst place. lhat which 
govems a parlicula:r neld; it is in t his sense that we speak Qf 
an empirical pr inciple or a law. "fhu& we S<\)' Lhat the plea:sure 
princi-ple go\·erns life univerSall)' and without exception. Bur there 

is anoLhcr and ()uite distillCt <)\•estion. n~mcly jn "irto(' of what 

is ~ field gQ\'('.rn~d by a principle: there must be" principle o f 
anorhcr kind, a s<.:cond-ordet pri1~ciple, wl1kh accounts for the 
necessary co•nplian<;(~ of chc fie ld with the empirical principle. 

tr is this seoond-<.m:let principle tl)a.l we call transcende.ntal.. Plea5· 
ure i.s <1 prindple insofar as it governs our psychic Hie. llut we 
musr still ask wh;)t is the h ighest authority which subjects o ur 

psychic life to the do minance of this princip le. Already Hume 

had re,m.lrked Lhat though psychic li fe dearly exhibits and distil\· 

guishes between p leasures <tnd p.ains. we could ne"er. n<> m,Htcr 
how e.xhaustivel>· we examined ou r ideas of pain and pleasure, 

derive rrom them a principle in accordance with which we seck 

"' 

p'easl•rc and avoid pain. We find f reud saying m uch the same: 
we cont inu3ll)' encounrer pleasures and pains in psychic I ifc. bt.n 

1hev are founJ scatttred hece a.nd lhtre in a (•-ee stttte, "unbound." 
' 

That rhe pleasure principle should neve~thelcM be so organized 
that we sysrcmatic.llly s<:ek pleasure and .woid pain m<.lkl~S it 

imJ>Crative that we should look for" h igher type of explanation. 
For there is in short JomtlMna that. rhc p1e;LSure principle C;)MOt 

account for and th<•l' necessarily faHs outside it, namely its own 
parlicul.u status. the fact that it has domin:~nce over the whole 
of psychic life.. In virtue of what higher connc.."Ction- wh<tt "bind­

ing" power- is plea.sun~ a principle, " 'ilh •he dol))inance thal it 

h.as? r:reud's problem> we may sa)·, is the \'Cry opposite of wh.u it 
'is ofren supposed to be, tOr he is concerned not with the excep­
t"ions to lht principle but with its Joundaritm. Hi$ J)I'Oblem is a 
tr-,um:endent;~ l one: the discovery of a t·r-.tnscendental principle­
a problem, as Freud puts it . lOr "spccul.ltion." 

Fret•<l's ;li\S\Ver is1hat the b inding of excitation a lone makes it 

"'resoh·ablc'' into pleasure, (hat is to $.ly make$ its di~ch<.l~e pos· 
s-ible. Wilboul lhe proces:; of binding, discharges and pleasures 
would still no doubt occur but o nly in a $0.lttc,;r<;<l, h;)ph,aJr .. nd ln(l)l· 

t~er. with riO systentatic \'alue. It is the b inding procc.ss which 

makes pleasure as the principle o f menr.1ll ife possible. Eros thus 

eU\erges a'> the foundation of the plcasure·principlc behi nd the 
twin aspects of the binding process - 'he enetgelic which binds 
excitation, and the b iological which b inds the cells (the first 

bcirl,g perh.lJ)S <-lepend em on, or ill lea!il helped by specially 1a \·or· 
'llblc. conditions obtaining in the second). The "binding" .lc tion 

of Eros, which is cor\Stitllli ,,e oft he pleasure 1>rinciple rnay. and 
indeed m ust, be chara<:tcri1.cd as "rci)C:ririon·•- rcpetil'ion in 

respect <)f excitalion, anc.l repetition of the mom<'nt of life. and 

the necessa1·y union- neces10.:try indeed even in the C.lse o f uni· 
ccJLubt org_Misms. 
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It is in rhe n{lture of a transcendental Inquiry chu we camlot 
brc:-.:.l:: ir off when we please. No SO<>nf:r """c we ruched the con. 
dltion Of ground or our principle th•n \~C' .ln hurltd hc.!dlong 
beyond to the .!bsoluu}-1~ unConditioned, che .. ground-leu'' from 

which •he ground itself emerged. Mu.Wl wroce:: "'\Vh~t lt-:.trful 
pG"~r. what awesome. divinity b n:pctilion! II it the pull of the 

\'()id •Nt drags us deep«" and deeper ~-n like the C\'C""" idening 
gullet of a whirlpool. ... For w-e kncv.• it w·~ll .,11 <~long: h ""b 

OOM othe-r than the deep and $inrul r.._llmto • world ~More rep­
etition drags one d()Wn lowt"r and lower .11 each step •... "18 W.e 

rem~~rked earlier thu repetition char~Ctcrh:cll thC' b inding J) r ()­

cess inasmuch \IS il js repetition o l' the \'('f)' moment of eJtclta· 

t ion. the moment of t he emergence o f lile : l't'p<·tll ion is what 

holdi cogetlie1· the instant: it con~titul~ Jimvltcmflty. But insep­
arab le !"rom this IOrm of the repetition we n1utt t conceh•e ~f 

an()tht'r which in its turn repeau wl•m ••vs lxforc cfle Jnmmt -

~rorc excitation di$turbed the indillCrcncc of th~ int.xcitable .tnd 

life. srirred the inaojmacc from its sleep. Bow indeed could e)(G-i· 
ration be: bound an<J thereb}· disch•rgcd except by 1hb double 

~ction of rept:tition. which on the one hand blncb the cxciurion 
and on the QCher tend:l> to eliminate it? lk)ond Ero~ w~ encoun· 

ccr Th•n~tos; beyond the ~round, th~ .tbyu of tM groundless; 
bt:)-ond the repetition tNt links.. the rq>elitk;n th,u crues and 

dt'SttO)'$. It is h.udfy surprising. th.u Freud's wrhlngi should be 
so complc~,.; sorneUmes ~ suggc.\ts th~' r<pc:titaon is one and 
the $ame ~enC)'. ac.ring no.,.,• dernome.tll)'. how bcnettelently. in 

Thanatos :.nd in Eros: dsc:whcre he comr-'dlcu chis by insisting 
on the ~trictest qualitative diffe~nce between F.r'<'l$ ::uld ThanatO$-, 

rhf' difference being that behveen union. the eonmuctSon o f C.'Cr 
larger u nits, and d%trt•Ction; e lsewhere 38olin IH~ tones down 

1he scrictly dualistic hrpothe.sis by suggC.\tlng 1 h.:.r wh3t proba· 
b ly underlies the qv;>,lit<'ltive difJCrencc i.; a dill'creuce in rhythm 

... 

and amplitude, a diOcrcnce r>o a time"iC.tle - ~C¢ording as repe­

tition is rcpt'tition ol the origln.1tion of life, ()r before. h should 
be understoocl ch.u repetition ~s conceh·ed by Freud's genius i.s 
in and 0£ ititlf .l J)'nlht~IS Of time: -a ''transce:ndentaJ" S)'Othe­

sis. h is at onc:t' ~pc:thion of btjort. Juring ~d afta. that b to 
say it i$ ~ conuitulibn In time or the p.ut. tht present and C'\"CO 

the fururc:. From a tr•nsccndcm-al vic"'point, P'5f, present M~d 
future ar\"' con\tilutc:.d in time dmult4fk'OU~·. C\rcn though. from 

the n.tturol.l ~t~dpolnt. there: b between them a qualitath't' dif· 
fcrer)Ce, 1he l»"t fnllowin& UJ>On dle prest>nt and 1he present upon 
the f'urure. lienee the tlwcdOid determinatio n whkh we brought 

out irl FreuJ's U'eiltfncnt: 11 monlsrn, a qtlalitative dualism 11nd 3 
difference in l'hytlun. lfic Is polisiblc to add the future (i.e .. oftcr) 

co the other t \</0 dlntcn'llon~ c.tf rcpet it ion (i.e., LYfon: <~nd (/un.,lfJ). 
It i$ because these t\\'() Cf)l'l'd.ltlvc structures cannot constitute 

chc synth~h of cimc without im111ediately opening up to <HlJ 
making for the possibfllty of.:. future in time. To repetition that 

binds - constituting the: p~cnt - and repetition that t rc1:1es -
constituting 1 he p.l\t - v.-e mu\t J<ld a third. chat sa\·es or tdlls to 

w.ve, depending on the modes of combination o( the other two. 
(Hence the df'<:bh~ rolf' or tro~n.dfrence as~ pmgTe.SSive: rcpe.ti· 

cion which libcracct .and S.l''d- or fails.) 
\\~ Qw tNt repethion (all1t' bdor'e the pleasu«: principle .u 

the unconditioned condition of th~ principle. If \\"'C llO'l'' return to 

e.xperien«. we On() th~t tht c..uder Is re"t~. ~d l'epE:rition sub· 
ordinatcd to t.hC' J>rinc:lplc; h Is; now .n the service of the pleasure, 

s.ince we tend to r<.:J>t:U whit has been found to be pl~wr.ab lc, 
OJ' is \lntie-ipatcd to be. Our rran\C;enclcnul inqui~' showed thilt 

while Eros is wh.u 1Ha.kc11 pobible the establishment of the empir­
ic31 ple."'surc J)l'inc ia, lc , II i ~ 3lw3yf; necessarily and inseparably 

linked with ThanMos. Neither Eros nor Thanatos can be give" 
in t.xp~rience; ;~ II lh.ll h g iven arc· combio;'lrion.s o f OOth - 1 he m1c 
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of Eros being co bind th(; t nergy ofThan.'ltOll and to l'uhject thek 
c:ombin .. uions u:> the ple..s...•n: principle: in the id. Thb i~ wh} Ems, 

.:.!though it is no mon:: gh·c:n in cxpt"rit.'O(;~ tht&n Than.atM. at lt>'"t 
nwk~s its presence: felt; ir i~ .m .uah·c forcc. When·~ Th.a.Nt~ 

tht gr()und·les'h supported ~nd brought to th~ wrf'<lCc b) Eros. 
n.-mains cSSC":nri~ll~ silem and ~lithe more tc:rriblt .. T~n.tos is; 

it i, 1.n ;,bsolute. Andy« the .. no .. do( .. not c~•st 1n the uncon. 

scious b« .. use des1ruo:ion is alw•p P"C"~ntcd 1.1 the ot~r sidt 

of a COn>truction .. as an instinctu.!l rlri\~ whie,.:h i-. necessarily com. 
bincd with l:r() ... 

What then is the meaning of tlrfu~icm orlhu instin(tsJ V1/e may 
put i t differently 3nd ask wh.al becomes of chc c:ombinlllion o( 

lhe insrinc ts when we no longer con5idcr chu ld but ch~ egQ, 
the supc r¢g() :~nd the ir compl<:mcntal'i ty. Fn •tulsh<,wcd how rh ~,~ 

fonn.uion of the narci~~haic;. ego t~nd (I( lht M I)JCI't:go LlOt h implied 
.l''<l ,~s('X\•·'I i :l',.'tl ion." A certain <iuanlity of libido (F.ro~·Cnergy) 11. 
ncutrali1.ed. and becomes \lndifltrcntiatcd and !'~ely mobile. The 
d('-\t~~~:u.tli;.:uion process would ~em to b(" pru(oundly thlfercnt 

in each c.alic:: in che tll'$r il is the equh·,tlcnl of a prc>cc'i< of id«Jir 
hJtifm, which c-•n perhaps constitute the flO\'~' o( tht im.gil\l· 
tlon in the ego: in rhe second it i1 the ~ulnlcnr or IJml.ift<(ttiM. 
"hieh "ould COnstitute the ptM'et of rhoug_ht in the s:upcrqo. 
~scxu.AJiution has tW'O possible tfl'cccJ on the \\Otlft~g:S O( the 

plt-.-.sure p4'"indplc: either it introdoccs runcdon~l diuurbi.nc~ 
"hich afft~ct the 3pplicatiOn of the prill(iplt, M dsc It promou~s 
a sublimalion of the in.stinccs whC'n:b) ple.,sure i)c ttinscended j,, 
fa,·or of gratifications of a <.lifferent kind. In :my <'hC il would be 

a mistake to view defusion in rerm!i of hwo.~lidll tlon C)f du.· pleasure 
principle, .:.s though thetombination.s thill ~tr(' !lubjcct to il were 

destrored in fa\'or of chc cml':rgtncc o f Eros n.nd 1'hnn.nos in their 

l''m; fC>rm. Defusio n, with rc.spcc:t to 1 he ego o,nd the superego, 
~impl )' means chc formation o f this fN.~-.: 1 )' n1obllc en erg)' within 
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rhe v.lriOUll cornbln.atiowc. ' I he plc.asure ptincipl<: in it!ielf i.s not in 
the lt-.llit im·alh.Ltt~d. l}()\\C\tr serious the disturbQoce~ which rn.ay 
.,~t the function responsible for lu .tpplic.uion. (Th~ Frtud 

c<~Utd stiH ~intain hi5 "kh·fulfillmenttheo') of d~ dream. eYen 
in rho!-e O.SCS o( U<&Unt;lti(: ntUr()Si$ \\here the d:rea.m fuOCliOO b 

rnost serious!) pco:rturbed.) ~or i~ the pleasure principle: <n-cr· 

rumed lw the n:nun<.l•tion\ "hich r~..tliry imposes upon it. or by 
the spiritu~l cxtc:maonJ brought ;~bout by sublim<~rion. We m•y 
ne'--er encounter Th~nate»: iu \"'lce i'i never heard; for life is lh·ed 
through ~nd thmus;h under 1hc sway of the empiric.1l pleasure: 

prinClj>lc and the combination .. th3t are !iuhjccc ro it - though 
the f'orrnl•luc go\·cming the combinations may vary considerably. 

I$ there no othc•· ~olution btside~ (he: fimcciona1 disturbance 

or ncuro~ is ~nd 1h~ spll'ltual outlc1 of iiubl im<~tion? Could the re 

.not be a third alternath•c which wuuld be retued not to the func· 
tJQnaJ interdc.:p1.:nd-:11C<.' \)I' lht ego and 'he supecego, but to the 

nruCltll'\\1 ~pli t between 1hem? And is not chis the vcryaJtern.ld"c 
indic<~tcd by F:n:ud t~nder th4" name of perversion? It is rem.1tka· 

ble th3t che proc:t:u of ckJ~AualaarJon b even more prooouncr:d 
than in ncurmb .md 1ublim:nion: it operates with txtr-;.ordi~l'}' 

coldnd.\: but it '" lCComp;:anic:d by ~ tf'JCUJCJ&i;coWrtt which docs 
not in my WoJ) UrK.tl out the d~ua.Jb.ation. sinee. it oper.ucs 

in • ~· dimetu.ion which ls equally remO(e from funcrion.d diso 
rurba.nccs .md frocn ,ublirn.1tions: it i1 u if lhc: desexmiUtd ele· 

ment wert r~u1.1i~cd btu nt:'\~rthel!!SS rttained, in • different 
form. the original dcie~uo~h;o-ation; th~ desexualized has bee<unc 

in itself the objeC-t of Sf)(ll:tlb.ou ion. This explains '''hy ooldncs.s 
is the C!>J>ential fC:.ItUI'e of the >trUChlrt'" (){ pcn·ersion; it is pres­

ent boch in tlu,: "l,;nh)' of the sacli!il, where i t figures 3S theory, 
and jn the idc.'ll (lrthc tnl'l\4lC;hi~t. where it figures as fantal>y. The 

deeper the coldness u r the de.~xual i.-.• uion, the more powt•ft• l and 

extensive the 5>t0Ct~SS a l' l'crversc rt.l>exut~l i~ation; hence we c.m · 
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not d efine pe rversion in terms of:, mere fa ilure of integration. 
Sade tr ied to d emonstrate due no passion, whccher it be po)iticaJ 

ambition. av.uiciousness, e tc., is free from. ''Just" - not lhat lu.st 
is their mainspring but rather th .1~ it <lri.Ses at their cuii'Hinatio11, 

wht.n it becomes the ~gent of their instanl<"tneous resexu<tJ i~ation. 
(juliccce, when she disco u1'Scd on how ro maximi1.c the power 

of sadistic projc:ctio•\, beg<m by gh•ing the following advice: "Fi>r< 
a whole fottnight abstain fi·om all lustful behavio ur; dislract <lnd 
t nrenain your.;elves whh o ther things . .. . ") Ahhough che cold. 
ness of the masochist is to tall)' d ifferent fro m the sa<Jist 's, the 
dcsexuali7.ation process in masochism is equ;<~Jiy the precondition 
of instt~fll<~ntous rescxu.lli7.ation , 3.S a rt'~u lt of which all the pas· 
sions of man, whe ther they concen\ prOJ)erty, money, the Stare, 
etc., <~.rt transform ed <~n<l pt•l :.~t the service of masochism. The 

c rucial point is that resexua.lh:acion takes place instantaneously, 
i (l a .sort of fe<tp. Here agJ~ in, the pleasure principJe is not ovcr­

t~rown, but retains ics full cml>irical dominance . T he sadist 
derives pleasure from other people's pain, and the mt~sochist from 
sulfering pain hirnself a~ <1 necessary precondition of ple."'Sure. 
Nitt't..\Che stated the esseotiaJly religious probletn o f the meaning 
o f j)<lin and gave it the only fi tting <tnliwer: if pain and suffering 
ha,·e any meaning. i ~ must be that they are enjoyable to someone. 

f.rom this viewpoint the re are only three possibiliti(S: che first, 
which is the "nor mal" one, is of a moral and sublime character; 

i t S(3Ces tllat pain is ple;t~ing to the gcxls who com;emplate and 

wareh O\'Cr man; the othc.r two arc 1>er\·erse a.nd state that pain i:s: 

enjoyable either to rhc one who inflicts it o r to rhe one who suf· 

fen it. l t shoul(l be clear that the n ormal ~u1swcr is the most f:tn· 
tastic, lhe most psychotic of the three. So 13r as che structure of 

pe r,·ersion is concerned , given tha\ the. J>lea.sure principle must 
retain its dominanc;e he re as elsewhere, we must ask what has 

happened to the combinations which are no nnallr subjecr co the 

priJ)<:iplc, What is the li ignific:.~nct of du.~ rese.•walizatjl)n, lhe le<1p? 

~rlier we became aware of the particular r<:ll t play(~ by the func· 
liOn of rcit('to#Qn in m.1sochism no less than in sadism: it takes 

the form of quantit.Hive accumulation 3i1d pre.dt>itatiOfl in s.1<.l· 
ism and qualit.ltivc suspense and "frce1.ing" in masochism. In thi!> 

tcsp·ect the manife.n cont·enc of ~he pef\·t.:rsiOJl is li~ble to ob:;e::ure 
the deeper issues, fOr the "'pparcnt link of s.l<lism with (Min .md 
the apparent li1 \k. of masochism with p .. ,in are in fact :subordinate 

to the func::cion of rc;icer.uion. Evil a:s defined by $;:~de is indistin· 
guisho.~bl~ frvm tl1e perpetual mvvernent o f raging rt\Ofe(;ule~ : the 

crimes im;.lgined by CIO\irwil .we $0 imended ;)$to ensure perpel* 
u.\1 repercussions and liber.ne rt.pNition from all constraints. 

Again. h\ Saint-.-:ond's system. 1 he v.1lue of punish ment lies solely 

in it~ <:apacity f<)r infinite reproduction through the agency of 
destructh·e molecules. In 31iOthercontext we noted that m.Moch­
istic pain depends entirely on the phenomenon of waiting and 
on the ft,J\Cti<ms of repetition a.nd rtittr<~ tion which characte-r­

ize waiting. This is the essential point: pain onlj> ocquiri'S signifi· 
con« in rdotion to the jormt of repetition \•'hich condition iu ure. This 
is poinced o uc by Klossowski. when he writes with reference to 
the monotony ofSade: "The tarnal 3C::t can only con:~tilute a trans· 

grcssion if it is experienced as a spiri tual evem: but in o rder to 

apprehend its object it is ne<:CMary to <.:in::un'ls<:ribe anU repro· 
ducc th.lt e\'ent in" reiterated description o f the carnal act. This 
l'(' itl!ratcd de:~cription not only accounts fo r the tr.msgrtMiOn but 
ic is in it.selt" tr;).nsgression of l,lllgoage by l.mguage." Or again 
\vhcn he emphasi7.ts the roJt~ of repetition. in relation this time 

to masochism :md the frottt1 scenc;s o f masochism: ''LifC rcitcr· 
3ting itself in order to 1·ecover itself in lts f..Jl . as if holding it$ 

.bre;nh in M inslant-aneous a.ppreb('Jlsion ofils o rigjn.''39 
Such a co nclusion would ne\'Crtheless seem to be disappoint­

ing, ins.ofar as it suggests t.h<n repetitior~ can be reduced to a pleM· 



vr.1ble C"xpcricnce . 11)ere is a proiOund mysh'ry In the b;, rcprm
0
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8-:ru:ath the sound ~nrl fu ry of sadi1m'l .tnd m.-,oc;hhm 1 he terri~ 
ble fOrce of repetition is .u work. \Vh.at i'f .ahc~ her(' h the nor. 

nul fur-c-rioo of repc:tirion in hs rd.ation •o the: pi\.'--'W"'= principJ~ 
m.).tC'~d of ~petit ton ~ing expericnc~d •) .a form of belu,·ior 

rrtued 10 ,.a pl~asun- .a.Jre..ad} obc.airkd or .anric •p.ated, lnsue.ad of 

repetition being govtrned by rhe klc.a o( hJ~nc-ndng or f't'Q . 

pcricnting pkasure. o:~tifion run" wild .and becomt'-s indcpenct. 

C'ftt o( ;a.IJ pre\'i-l)US pft.r.surc, (t h.as ir1elf btcorn~ .an ldC,H)r idt;a.f. 
Plt'~1sure is flO\'<' a form ofbch.a,·ior rdacc:d to repetiti-on • .acc:om. 

p.mying .1nd fo llowing repet itio n. vthle h IM-. luell bccon:~c "" 

il\\ e$Ome. independen t forct". PI<:Jiure .md repetition h.avc 1hus 
exc hanged roles, ;).Sa coni (.'<Jucncc of fhC in\ t.mtancous lc.lp, th~t 
i~ to say the twofold pro« ss o( dl'Sel'tull li i'ntl<>n M d rrsexualita· 
t i<>n. In b ecwee u the two processes the Otnth l n~tinc 1 ~ctnu 

;.bout to speak. but bec;:.lu\e of tbc ll /l tu••c of the INj>, ,,:hich i~ 
inn~nuneou.s. h is always the plc<'sur(' principle thai p rt"''3ils. 

There is ;a kind of mysticism in Jl'Cr"'eNion: rhe J!ll:.lt('l' the renun· 
ci.uion, the grette r and the mon: secur<: the c•ln1.; we might oom· 

)J.ate h to a .. black'' rheology where.- pleuurc c~.asrs co •noth·atc 

the" m.~nd is abjllr<"<<. dis.i\"0\\ed, ··~noun<:c<J ... the better to be 
te'CO\'t"n:d .s a ~ward or corn.tquenct'. and ~ " l.l\\, Tht fwmub. 

of ~1'\'t~ m,-tic-ism is coldnu-. and comfott (rhc coMnes.1- of 

d.:kJtu.a.lix~rion. on tht OM hand, .mel the Ct)m(ort of n:s.exi.Wliu­

tion. on the oth<'r, thoe latter b('ing clearly 1llu:ur.ucd ~ ~de", 

ch.ar>Ktcrs). As tOr 1he .l•l(:hOring ot sadism ~nd lllolS<Xhbm in p.a.ln. 
this c.u1not ~aJiy be undcr.orood so long a.,. It h. considered in iso­

l.uion: pain in this Co'!Se has no :~cxual s ignifl ..:~nc.:C' ,u all: 0 11 the 

comr,uy it represents a dcsc:<u31ilatiun w hich mak~·~ repelilion 
3ulonomous and gives ic imtantam~ous SW;))' over the pleasures of 
t•escxuallzation. Eros is cl e:=oexu.-. Jiz~d and humili:u('d lOr tltc sake 
of a r~scxuali?.cd T h;•matos. In sadism and ma:.t>..:hbrn the re b no 

.,. 

m)'ste l'ious link btl ween pa.in and pleasure: the m~ttry lic-5 iu 

the des,exu.lliutlon p •'OCcn wh ich consolid ates repeution .-t 1he 

<>ppositt pole to J>l e:a~urC!, .\nd in rhc subsequen t r<'sexuali7.ation 

"·hich md;.('t the ph.·.t-.ur-t of t('J>etirion seemingly proceed from 
p~in. In ~ism no less th&n 1n rnu~X·hism. there i$. no din."Ct n:l;a.· 
uon to JNin: p.aln 4u)\•ld be ttg.trdcd .l:S .an ~JJ«r onl~. 

'" 



CIIAPT[)It XI 

Sadistic Supe l" ego and 

Ma soc histic Ego 

If we consider tht I»)'Choanalytic interpretation of the derivatio n 
of m:~s.cx:h i$m from s,)(li~m (there being in this respect no grC4u 
difference bt:tWCCil r 1·cuc.J's lWO inlcrprct.atiom : in the fln t the 
€>:iste•lCC of primary mn)ochbm b implied. de$pite his .lss.-rcion 
co rhc contrary; in the ~econd r rcud n:<:ognizC'.s the existence of 
thi.s prim3ry •na(ochism, but g<)('s on to m.1int..ain rh.u for a cc>m· 
plete accoun1 of maliOChhm we need the hypothesis of the rum­
ang a.round or u.di~m upon the ~vl.>ject). it would ~pp~r that th.:­
sadist's superego b singularly w«k, while the muochist suffers 
&oman o•.-·erwhe1ming WJ~"hich ~~ism tobe:wmtd 
~ainsc rht ego. Or her ps;rcho.arw.lytic intcrprtt.atio.ns which do 
not link the proc:e~ o( turnin~t .1round "·itb the supertgo shoold 
~nhelm be sc:cn ehht.r'" .-ucmpts to complement the freud. 
i:tn theory. or ael v;ari;,mt:s of h, ln~f . .u ~' they retain the gt>ner•l 
hypothe<>ii or a ~\f'C'S,\1 or \.ldi!m •nd with it th.u of .l SJdomJ~<>"" 
chistic entity. To :~implity m•ncn, we may chert fore consldt:r the 
theory which poshs an orlginJI aggressive iJ)s~incc foltow·ed by 1hc 
mming around ol' -"ggre~osion upon the subject through the agency 
of • ht supt:l'tgo. The t r\ln.sform,u lvn imo nMsoch;sm wot•ld t.lkc 
plac.c by J tr.tndC:r of 1hc agg•·cssivc component to the superego. 
which would lhcn cnu~c :4adism to be w med ~fOUI)<I \IJXln lhc 
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e~o- T his is essentially the kind of etiology whirh lc:.-ds to tht: 

d.'>l>Umption or a .sado.masochiscic ~nthy. Uut I h(' line: ol prog~ 
sion i.o; f.u rmrn direct: il is broken .u MOin)' pu.Jnt'l •nd maps Oll.t 
«lw- ,-.tnou.s ~ymptoms ,·ery hnptrf&tl)·· 

The rnas<>chi:stic ego 111 only ~pparcnrly CtU~4..'<1 by the $upc-r­

(!t'O· Wh~t lm.olencc .md humor. "h .. u in-cprc~siblc dcfi.lnce .and 
uhim.ue 1riumph lie htdd~n bt-hind .\n tgo ch.at d~trru to bt-: 10 
~t:.ak. Tht: "-.:~kncss of thee~ i~ .1 '!lttilt~i)' b)· which tht: I'JU~ 

chi.st m.tnipul.ates the woman inco thr: idc.1l 5Ute for the perform. 

.. nee or the role he h.t.~ assi~IH!t1 to her. If the ffl.l:iOChi.st h l.teking 

in .Hl)'th ing.. it would be .1 superego :u1rlnoc ar• ~:go at all. In 

projecting the superl:g(l o nto the !Jtating won,.ln, the m;r~cK:hist 

.ll>l>r!31'::. to externalize it merely il) l)hf(' t' hi ernph.uit.e its ~ten­

wry n.u u•·e and maL:e it serve the e nds of th<: crtumpht~nt <!go. O ne 

could say a lmost the: o pposit <: of tlw \."'dhu he has • powcrfiJI .lnd 

O\•crwl~dming S\ll>e,ego and no thing else. T he ''-ldh~'s $l•pcrcgo 

h ::.o :st rong that he has bcxom e ldentiOc:d wifh it; he: is hili own 

SUJK"rcgo .md G;t,n onfy find an ego in 1he ("),lernal wo,.Jd. Wh~t 
nonn~lly confers a mor-:tl chon.lCh~r on the ~uptn:go is th(" inter­

rwJ .md complementary ego upon \\hich ft ('),frt\ it~ w'-crity. and 
cqu.a.lty the matern.1l e:lttneru whic-h fasten rhC' d~ intct-'ClK>n 

~t\\C(:n ego and supe-re-go. But "Mn thor '"I~~ run_, ''-'ild. 
clo:pclhng the: ego along. with tilt: m()(hcr-im~e. ch~n its funcl.:a­
mf'm.tl immonJjry elo:hibits irsel( .u sadhrn. The uhimatc: "ic· 
tims of the s.xlist .:are the. mother .md rhc: ~1'). f111 rgo c.tis.t.s ~ 
m the numol wvrtJ: this is the f\md,une.rltitl 11Jnlflc.ancc: of s~dl) · 

tic .lp.lth)'. fh-: s<ulist hos no or!ter 1!8() thot~ 4/wt of hiJ YI("IJm.s; he is 

thu~ monstrously reduced co :l pure loupcrcio w hic h exercises its 

cruchy {I) che. f'uii~Sl ex ce nt and insunt:u'ICQusly NCO\'CI'5 i.u (ltll 

scxuaHty a.sroon as it d iverts its I>OWci' ()IIHV..trd. T he f.lCt that the 

~di~ l has uo <Jlh cr ego than dur o f hi\ viC I ims txplains the appo.~r~ 

cnt paradox o r sadism, its pseudomasochhm. The liiM'ninc e njoys 

:suf1C:ring the pain he inOict> upon others: when the dc:srructhe­

J1'1~do('~U is dcflc:ctc:d out w~l'd •t l'l.a.<X'ompanied by an identifica­

tion wilh tht> (')itt>m•l \·ietim. Tllc: irony of wdism lies in the cwo· 
fo1d ~rauon whtrch)' he nC'c~rily projects his dissoh-cd ~ 

ou~rd .1nd .as .1 result e\pcncnen what is OVt'S--ide him u his 

0 nl) ego. ·n,trf i~ no rt'.ll unily with m.uochism ht-rc:. nor all)' 

common cau~. but a proce·b wldc.:-h i.$ quite .,.pecifte co ~ism­
a. psrudom.l~hisrn ~ hlch b entirely and exclush-.:ly sadistic and 

,,..hich is only .tpp;~rc:ndy ,md c:r'Udd)· simi.lar to muochism. Irony 
is in fact the opt"r.uion of an OH:rbcuing superego. the art of 
e.xpellin~ or neg;ulng the ego. with all its s.adistic con~equt:nces. 

In o rder co intCrJ)T\'t malll')('hism it i5 not sutnc:icnt w reverse 

the f)\lll cm obt.linlng In SJ.(IIsm . It is t rue t lwt in masochism ch.: 

ego triumphs ami the SUJ)CI'CII)O can only a.1,pear from o ursid<:, in 

the fom l o f 1 he tOft 111'1."11~ . 8 uL there arc significant differences: 

in the firs-t place: the .)l'P'-' ''t80 is not n<!gated .as the ego is in the 

s<Wistic OI>CI..ltion; the ~>upc: •-ego retains in appearance its power 

10 pass judgmt:nt. runh~··more. the roo·~ !>Ower i t n: tair'l.$. the 

more this j)O"'er am>e<~n df'risory. a mere disguise fo r somerhing 

dsc::: the bating "-um•n cn1bodic.> the ).UptregO but only in arl 

utt~rly de.-isory ColJ»Cit), u one might dispby the hick: of a.n .ani· 

mal or a. trophy ~fu:-r the hunt. Fo.- in rUiity the w.perego Is 

<k.ad - not. ~\e\-tr •• h th(" re-.uh or .ln .)Ct]\•e negation but or a 

"disa'-·owal. .. Thoe bc:~tln& wom.an n:'prcKnts the superego Supt'r-­

ftdaUy and in che c::ctern.tl \\Otld . .'In<! she .also transforms the 
superego in1o cht recipient of the beating, the: e"t.ntial viethn. 

This explain> the con~plr.&cy of the r-nother~ftgure and rhe ego. 

ag.t inst 1 hP f.11 her'( llkenCllll. life father's ll~neu repn:senrs b01h g<nt· 

tal .te:waJity and tltt Juptrcgo as on ogcnt of rcpn:ss.itm: the QM is 

e.vf~llcd with thll orl1u . <10 l llcu~in lies che humor which ill not 

mer<!l)' the: o1.,poslle: of' Irony but ha11 il$ own auto nomous func· 
tion. H u mor h I he l l'lum ph or the cgC) 0 \ 'CI' the superego. to 
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which it scc-rm 10 s.ay-: .. You sc:~ wlu:aewr you do. you .uc dr~~\ 
de.)(i; you only e~tlst as a cariurvn:; the \\(Ul\ln who but~ m~ 
~upposcdly SLMd) for )'OU, :and yet it is in fact you yourself whQ 
arc being l.teatcn In me •..• I disavow you 10incc you ncga1e )'O\tr• 
selr." The ego triumphs, artd asserts lu J utonomy in po~in, Itt. 
parthe;nogencclc r<:hirth from p•in. p.lln being cxperi.enc.ed .._, 
inOictcd upon the supe-r~. We do noc. bcli~. ~ Freud did, tlut 
humor is the CXp4"CSSion of~ strong su1~rqo. freu(t recogmr.ed 
that humor ine,·habl)' brings about ~ ~~ndary gain for the ego\ 

.lnd Sf>Oke of the: d<'O;.nce and invulucr-.. bility or rhe ego anrl c1f 
the rriumph of nnreh$i~n'l , with the COIUJ>Ildty of the sup~•·e,o . 
nut the cgo-g.tin I ~ I)Ot "secondo~ry," .u Freud chought. but pri­
mary or e.sstncl.a.l. We shouJd be f•lling lnt<> the trap of humor'( 
"e wen: to tak(' lih:r.~.lly the: picu.1re It &ins of tbe supcrq;o. for 

rhis picture is intcndtd 10 laugh .IWA)' And diSA\"OW rhe tupe-rcgo, 
the \'try prohibilions of 'he sut>erego becoming t:he precondition' 

for obi3iJ,ing the forbidden plcast~r<:. Humor is the oper.u ion 
of a triumph;u\t ego, the art of <leflccl ing and disavowing the 

superego. with .a lila masochistic consequences. 11HIS du:tc h a 
ps.eodosadism in mnochism. jU$t a) there is ;l pstudomasochhm 

in Pdisrn. This .ttp«lna.Uy muochi5tlc i.Miism. which att.c:b the 
wperego in the ego and outside it IS not in any way rel.ucd to 
1ht>. sadism of the l!adlst. 

There is a pn:,)g•-.:ssion in sadi.~m from thC' nef_oath·c to ncg..lclon. 

chat is, fcom the negati\'~ .as a pard~ I proccn of destruction end· 
teS~Sly rcitcr.ated. to noeg.uion u .an •bsohue idea of rc.uon. h it; 

Indeed the ,.i.cbshude.~ o( the: supe~go in sadism which .c:count 
(or this progression. lnsof:ar .s the ~istlc Wp!!rcgo c"'pel\ ~~ 

ego ~nd projecu h Into its vic;-lim~. h ho always (aced with th~ 
r.uk of dc:s~•·oyin& some;• hing outside it(C'If again and again: in$0' 
f3r as it :specific! or detcnnines .) peculll'l1' "ego-ideal'' - idcnt lfi, 
c-ation with iu victims- il rnust .1dd up ;.nd tocalizc .lilt he par-
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~ pnXt'Sit:S in an ,~;ucmpt to tran~d them cowud "" Ide~ :f pvl'c .waat ion which con~ritute-s the co.Jd purity of thought in 

the superego. Thus th(> liUJlC.I't'RO re,>resents the .:IJ)C.X or tht: dese:x· 
l)all t..<~tlon process specific tO ~fli~m: thc <)tlCradon of totalizjng 
txff•'ccs n neul••:.l or d i.spl.aceablt: ~n('rgy from the combinations 
if'l which the nqJative ooly r(.'lturC'S ;U p3rri.al procc:n. l\ur at the 

ct.~lmin~cton of de:sexuallutlon .a total n:stJcu;alit.lliOO ,.,l,e~ pl.K<e. 
"hic:h now be.a.rs on the neuu~l energy or pure thought. This is 
wh) the dtrn(lnstrati\'C: imperus. and the spt'CUI~thoe ""pteches and 
$t.:nemcnrs which embody 1his ent•l!,~' a.re no1 cxH3ncou~ com­
plicali~ns ,,fS3dc's novel.!>, btu rhe essential cornponcnts oftbe 

in~t.anuneous opc:-ration on whidl tbe whole of &Miism i.s ba:scd. 
ThC' cs!kntlal operation of J.ldltm is rhe scxu•liutlon o( thought 
,a;nc;l of eM speculath"t" pn>ecn ~s such. insof.ar n these are the 

ptodutt or the S-upertgO. 
In ma~hism we find " progression from dbavow,ll to sus­

ptnJ>c, from dis.wo\,~1 as J process oflibcration ffmn the pressures 

of th~ iluper~o to suspense .lli inc.amatioo of the Ideal. DisavO\''..tl 
is~ (JUJ ihatlv.! process th..1t tr.lnsr-ers 10 rhe on1 moe her the pos~ 

~~ion and privileges of the ph~llus. Suspense points to the new 

statUJ of thc ego "'"d to the idt•l of n:binh thmu~th the ..genc:y 
of 1he 1mtetn\ll phallu~. Fron'\ 1he interplay of diw,·owal ~nd sus­
pc-n5~ 1hc•·e arises in the t;gO n qualit·~nh·e reLttion ()(Imagination. 

which i'i very differem fn)m 1he quantiudvc •·cllltlon of thought 
In the ~upcrcgo. Di.savuwa1 Is,, re.teciol\ of tht> in,agin:uion. as 

rteg.)tk>n ban oper-.:uion of the lmell~::ct or or thou&ht. o.~~·<n~ 
dw.llc.~ts the superqo .mel entMts the mothu whh the power 
to gh'C' binh to .an ··KJut rgo" " 'hich is pure, autonomous and 

independent or the supcn:ao. The proce>S of dis,wow~J is linked 
to caur.'llion not eonti•lgt.:•HI)' b ut essenrially ;,.nd originally: the 

cxprc,,ton of rcti.shistic db.1vowal, "No, the mother docs nor lack 
a phallus:' is not one pardwl.ar fonn or di$a,•ow.ll among others. 
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but formu lates the very pt'inc iple from wh ich t he: other mani'~'o 
, ll S• 

calion.s of disavow.\) derive. namely the .-.boJidon of che father ao<f 
the rejection of sexuaJity. Nor is <Jisan)\\'al in generaJ just .) fo-rm ()f 
im.)ginalion; it is no thing less than the found~don ofimag inatiott 
which suspc.:nds l'e."l.lity and establishes tlu) idt aJ in the suspended 
~vo•·~d. Disavowal a~d s~spc.nse .;.re th~s the very esse-nce oflm,1~. 
1nat •on, and d('.lermule 1ts spcc1fic ObJeCt: the ideal. Hence d~. 
VO\\~ll shoutd be r<.-g.udcd as the form of dt-se.'<uali1Attkm p;')rticular 
to masochism. Tile maternal p ha11us does not ha\'C :a sexual <:hal'· 
accer. but is rather rhc ideal organ o f a ncu n'al energy \\1\icl' in 
ics curn gener;)tes the ideal ego o f J>.Wlheoog«.~netic rebirth, che 
" new Mao devo id of S\"..>o:Vt~I I<Jve.'' It i:; b<.-cause of th i~ split in ~be 

ego o f the maso<:hisr and in view of tht: supc:rpersc:m:d demem 

wltich produces it , rh;.~t we we re able earlie r co speak of the irnpet• 

sonal d ement in masochism \.,hile nen m hclcss m:.hll<\ inlng \ lu! 

pr imacy of t he egc>. But even a:; maso'chist ic desexual i~.). t ion 
r<'..oiches i ts highest poinr, resexualh·.ation procce<ls .~imultanco~,~sly 

in the narcis.<oistic ego. which contcmpfoues its image in the ideaJ 

C'go through rhe agency o f the o raJ mother. T he cold purity of 

thought in S.lCJism stands in contrast tO the icin~ ol' imagination 

in JU3SOchism. As Rtik indic.ated, i t is famaS\' whic h must be 
• 

regarded ;\s the prhuarr theater o f m3SOChism. In sadism the dUal 
proce:s:s of d escxual i'l,ation and rcsexu.lli,.;arion m:mife\:t.s i tselfit'l 

thought and finds expression in rhe dem onstrat ive rhrus1·; in milS!' 

ochism, on the o the r h.md , the two fOld pi'()Cess manifests itselfin 

the im,,g.in;lli<:m and finds express.ion in the dialec tic.l l movemerll 

(the dialectical e lement is in che relatio n be.tween the narcissjstic 

ego and 1he ideal ego. this relalion i tsdfbcing conditione<:l l>y the. 

image of the mother, whk h introduces ~he mythie.al d imension). 

1'he e Liologic.al fall .'ley o f the unity or sadism and rn :tsoc hism 

may perho.1ps be Jue to an CIToncm•~ hnerpre tation of rhc nacure 

of 1he ego and the supe rego J nd o f' the i r inl'~l're lations . T he 
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~uperego is in no way a n agency that t urns sad ism into maso­

tbistn . The struccure o f the supe rego fall s essen tially within sad· 

isiD· Desexu<l1iJ.;lllon or even defusion are ''Qt by any me.u1s modes 
of tr.m.:sidon (as implie.d by the sequence · o f a sadism o f the ego 

followed by de$exu.lli?.acion in che superego. followed in tun\ by 
~e:ocualh:atiou in chc masochist ic ego). Sadi;;m and masochism 

both r>osscss rhc;.ir intcgr-.)1 and p;m-ictJI.lr form of <l es~?-.x.ual iM~.tion 

.,nd re.st~xualh•...ation . T heir rcspe<.:th·e connections with pain arc 

a fuuc1ioo of 10rmal conditions which are emire lr diffe rent in 
each ca :st. Nor <:an it b e said that t he Death 1nstincc ensu res 

the unicy and illltrcomm wlicati<m or the two perve rsio ns. It i:s 

undoubted ly the common m old in which both sadism :and mas· 

ochism present the mselves, but it rt:11tains e xterna l and t rans­

(·~dent to them, a limiting age ncy w hic:.h can never be given in 

expe rie nce. )-IQwever, while the Death Instinct is ne\·cr actually 

"gh·en," it hecom<>.s an ohjcc:t lOr thoughr in the stlpe rego io sad· 
ism and for the imagina tion in the ego in masochism . This cor· 

te.spon<ls to fre~1d's obstrv~tion r:h.1l it is only possible to speak 
of a Death Jnstin<:t in .:speculative Qr in myth ica l terms. With 

regard co the Oeach Instinct sMiism .md m;)Sochism :.\re diffet"e,,. 
tiated in e-.·err possible way: they han: intrinsically dHfcrent struc­

tllres ,lnd Olt'e not f1.mc t ioJ,:.\IJy td.ned; they caMot be t~nsfonned 

imo each other. In short, the true nature o r :sadism and o f mas· 

och ism is re \·ealed not i 1l any supposed genetic derivation but in 

the structural ego-superego split. which occurs diflCre nrlr in eac h 

of the m. Daniel bgache rtcMtly empJ,asited the possibi lity of 

such a split between the ego and the supe rego : he distingu ishes 

and even <:OlHrasts. the 11ordssiseic cgq..iJcol ego syste m and the 

supe.n:so-ego ideal S)'SICm . Either che ego unden-'kes .l lll)'fhic::;ll 
opetation of idcoJhotion, in which the mother-image serves as a 

rnirror to1·efl~.c' ;:~nd e ,•e n 1>roduce rh e ·•ideal ego" olS ;:~ n.;nx::issis­

tic ideal of omnip<~tC:nce, o r else jt launches into speculative 



Jdrnrlficalioa and u.ses t he tacher4 inug<: to pruducc a $.Upcrtgo 

which in cum appoints an ••cgo-idc.ll" ;l) an ide.:al of ;tuthorit" 
'' hich briugi uno play fOrces ftOtn ouhldc tht subi<"Ct'i n.:arcissi~~ 
tiC qo. 41 Of course~ the pol•rity or ego ~nd wpcrcgo. idtal ego 
.:md ego ideal md the typn of ~:ttu.~Jtullon corre:~pondiqg to 

them mar occur together in. ltnactur~l wholt-, '"he~ they givt 
rise not only to a great \·.viety of fOrms or wblimMion. but equal))' 
to the mou serious fuoctaun•l d.sturbancel (thu) Ygache cu. 
interpret mania in terms of the. fun~tional domlnanc~ of the 

~uperego~go ideal). But c'·en more s:ignifiea,u i): the pos:'libility 
that these two poles of desexualb..ation ~houhl OI>Criltt within tf•e 

clillCren• i;n ed or d issociated .scrucwrc$ of pea•vcrsions and l>ring 
al>out a pef''CI'lie resex.ualiulllon which otmfi:or!l Uj)Or) e.1eh a com­
p lete SIJ\lCtu:ral self.$uffic icnc)'. 

Maliochism is a story that relates how thQ$upereao w<~s de~croytd 
;u'd by whom. and what w.t~s the ~qud to chis <h~~c-rucdon. Some­

rime\ the story is misunderstood .md oue i:J led co think rh.u the 
11uper~go triumphs at 'he \·try pumt when it I~ dying. This is tbt­
d.ln~l' in ~uy story. '~ith its un.l,Oid.lble ''a;aps.. .. Tht ~hist 
b :Aying. whh .1llahe "'trght of hb S)mpaom~ .md his fantuin: 
"'Once upon a time there \\ert: three women ... .''I-ff: ttll.$ of the 
war th~· w.age on one anothe-r, rc:sulung in the triumph or t~ 
Or.ll mother. lie introduces hhn!>df into this ~gt·old )tory b) 
means o f a. very specinc act, the instnnnem of which is the mod~ 

em contract- wich the most curious consequcnte!l, for h~ <~hjurt$ 
chc~ lacher's likeoe& and the scxual it.y which it confers, l\IH I ~~ the 

.>ame lime challenges the f<~ther· imagc .lS the repressive author­

It)' whieh regulates this scxunl i1y <lnd which i:f con\llcuth•e o f 1 he 

~uperego. In opposition to the inschut io no\1 superego he nmv 
tsrablishes the co nrrac ru.ll p:uuu.:rlihiJ) between 1 he ego and the 

IJO 

oral mothc:r. lntcrmedinc: bc:tw~en the fir'lt mother and the third 
m.othcr. or lover. the on1 morhcr furw:ciot\S <IS an image of de~th. 

boiding up co the tgo th.: <:old mirror of its twofOld n:jection. 
Sot ~tb CMJ only be lm~ined M ~ Sttond binh~ a JW.rthenoge:n­

tsis from which the ego rt:cmcrges.. liberated l'rom th<- superego 
~-swell .l$ from sexutlhy. Tlac n=Occ1ion or1he ego in and throuah 
de.1th produces the ide~ I C{tO In 1he <:ondirions of independence 
and ~ut04lOMY "'hi<:h obt"J;in in ml.SQoChism. The narcisshtic ego 
contemplates the ideal ego in the maternal mirror of death: such 
is the stoty begun by Cain wirh •he ~id o f Eve. continued b)' 
Christ with the aid o f the VIrgin Mary, and re\'h•ed by Sab.att,\ i 

lwi whh du: hd 1> of Mll'i:~.m. and such is the masochistic vision· 

.11')', with his prodigit"Ju:!l vhhm of "the death of God ." Hur rh.e 
narc::is!>i:stic ego bc:ncfiu frorn this Sl>lit It t that it becomes rescx­

ualizcd in pror>oa·tiou ~5 the itlt:al ego becomes descxu.lli1.e<1. 1'hi$ 
is why the most exl t'eme puni.sh•ncnts and the rnost intense pains 

~uirc in thl" <:om ext ~uch a •rery peculiar erotic funct i(ln in rela· 
tion to the deoath·im.lgc. They reprtstnt on the o ne hand, in the 
ide:al ~go, the <lesexu.alh:o:.tlon procc:s.~ which liber.ares it both from 

the:: superego ~nd from the Cuher'slikeness. and on the other h.and. 
in the Nn.:i»iStiC eJO. lht rest:tualiurion th.a.t allows it tO enjoy 

tho pleasuros th..t the sup<~SO fcxb.ds. 
~Ism llk.ewlk tells ;a story. h rebtu bow the ego. ln an 

entircly di~nnt coottxt and in .a dif'rt:rent struggle. is hea;cen M~ 
~xpelled: how the unra:tr.afncd superego as.s:umes an exdu5ive 
role. modeled on ~n ln01ted conception of the father's role - the 
mother and the ego becoming Its choice victjms. Desexualiz.a .. 

tiofl>; now represented by the su1~rego, ce<~scs to be of a m oral 
or moroaliling chM.actct·, since It Is no longer d irected upon an 

inne r ego but h turned outward, upon ~;<tern<~:l vic tims who 

t<~kc o n th<: fJUil lily of the r~jectcd ego. The Death Instinct now 
assume:~ the characCCI' or II Thought or ol fe;)rfulll<'l lure, an idea of 

0)0 



dcmonstr.uh·e reaiOfl. an<l re~•u.lli14uion bc.-N on rhe .. ego id~~:aJ" 

of the sadistic .. think€'r, •· who thus curn!l out 10 be In <'"ery "'"t 
•ht opposite or the ma.wchiscic \;1iun.ary. lndt:(.'d, he rttOUnts . 

dirf\'rcnr story •hogcthcr. 

\\'(' h1\'e merel} been •F)tng tu dc-mc>nstntc the foll~·ing: i• 
is •1~-.,"S possible co speak of \-iokoct': 1nd cn~~th)' in ~"'"UI.I ~­
ior itnd 10 sh~\ dtM these ~rw c;.an be combined wuh k~· 
ualit~· in different w•ys: it is ah'•~·s J>OSSible. futth~rmore, to 
('(HlCri\·(' mtans of ~ssing from vne combfn~uion to &nother. h 
is .usumed that the samt puscn enjO)S both undC"rgoing pain and 
inOicting it. and imaginary points of tum In& 1>4ck and turning 
around arc according!}' set UJ> and .1pplh..•d tO ;m t'>.tt nfih•c and ill· 
derlned whole. On the strength of wm~lurmln j)I'CliUJlJlOSitions. 
the unity of sa.dism and masoehic;m i~ simply 1,\kCn for granted. 

Our intemion has been to :;how that this ,,1>1wnneh only 1t:~d:s to 
w:.ry crude .tnd ill-dilfercnti.:ttcd co ncr 1m . II\ ur<lcr 10 prove the 
unity of sadism and m.uochism one proceeds ll$ lollows. f rom the 
poinr of \'icw of etiology. s.ldism .1nd mJ.W<:hhm "'"-' C.lCh deprived 
of some of their compoll('nts in order to cn:surc ch.n ehc two type,. 
of prrycrsion c1n rr.lnsiOrm inro (.Kh ochtr (thus tht: 11upen:go. 

which is an essential component or udism. IJ .KCUZ~~II) treAted 
1"i rhe point where s.-di$(1'1 te\'t'I'KS Into n~hrsm: s-imilartr for 
the~· which ism C":SSential componc"nt of mbOChi-sm). I-tOm 
rht> symptOn\atolog~l ,·ie:wpoiru, crude common symptom,., 
'~ely analogous manifcs(Ations and &ppro!Cinute "toincidtnc:cs"' 

3re tre.ned as proof of the t.xhtencc o f .a wdomJiCK"histic entity 
(for example, the "'ma.<;(loChism"' of the s..dh~ .and the '"s.di)m·• o( 

the lll:l)(l(;hi.$t). Am) yet no tloctor would tre:.ac a f<'vt!:r as: though 
it wc::n: .1 definite symplotn of;) specific di~1.'lc.: ; l1u ' 'iew:i it r<~Lher 
as an indeterminate :;yndrome common co a numbC'r of pos:;iblc 
<llsN\.t's. The same is Lrue of ~adoru.uo..:h ism: 11 ls ll llyndromc 
of 1~rver.sion in general which must be lll'<lkrn d1)Wil l(l m,1ll.e wi\}' 

ljl 

for a diHCrcntial t:!i..gno\l'f. The IM:Iicfin .:t sadom3.SOChistic entity 

io;llO( rc;~Jiy grounded In genuine psycho.an.:.J:;-ric chinking buc in 
prc-Frcu<li.m rhinli,.IS, which rt'Ht<l no h~sty 3;S.S;iroiMtions .md 
Cau1t}' etiologic:.al i.ntnprcutiOfb tha:t psychoanalysis mcrdy hdpcd 

10 make more con\ incln~. lnJu;~d of questioning their rt.llit)· 
This i' "h) h h »«e~ry to ~~d M~h. His wort has :\UI• 

iered from unfa.1r MgiCCt. when wr c:onsidn rh.u $.ade b,s b«o 
the object of wch ~~nt:tu.ung studits both in the fidd of later• 
il"' crilicism ,and in 1h.11 ftf ps)·cl\o1n.al)•ric interpret~\ ion, to the 
b(ncOt of both. But it wQould bt' t::quatly unfair co read Masoch 
with Sadc in mind, ._nrl whh 1 ht iruentior~ of fi1ldiog in hb wvrk 
_., proof ot ... eril1c;aci(ln that )<ldhrn dTccth•ely re\'Crses into m;u­
ochi$m, C\'Cn if n111.s.M:h i ~ll'l In Him evolves tow.V<:I <'I I"Orm Of.!.M.I· 

l ~m. The genius ofS,ulc and that of ,\hsoch arc poles ap.m~ chci1· 
world:; do nol COillmll!li f';\tl~ , ,\nd ~~ ll l)vtl iStS their teclmiqu...-S olre 

totally dHTcrent. Sadt eX j)I'C;S.1CS himself in a form which combint•s 
o!:>M:cnity in dc.ic:ript iM with rigor ancl :.p3lhy in de.mon.str.tti<.m, 
whHe tbe 01rt of M.uuch consiscs in multiplying rhc disa\·owals in 
order co c;ruu:~ tht• col<lnto·h or ae~thetic ~uJptn:se. There i.s no 
ce..awn tu .;.uppose that M.uoch would suffer from such a can· 
front.:uion. lnOuenccd b)' hh Sb:wic blc}.groond mel by G~mw.n 
Rom.mtkism. M.HOC:h m;~lcs uU! o' 111 rhe resources of 6m.as'Y 
olnd suspcmc r.lthcr tNn or the runw1tic dre.m. By his tcchniqun 

i.lone he is A great wrhC'r: by his US(' or folklore he rnanitgCS lO 

taj> 1he fon:es vf ~h<"' rn)th, ju'\t M Sade was •ble to •chieve the 
full power of demn•Nr~tkln by hi! use of descriptions. The f:.et 
thou their n;um.:~ ha,·c: betn linked with two basic perversions 
should re,:mind liS 1h31 di\.t'a.:.es i'lre tli'lft)t.d arter their :symptorns 
rather than <~ Iter 1hcir Cll ll lWto. £rio logy, which is the scientific or 
CX()etimeut.ll $I tic of m-:dl(:iue, mmt l>e subordinated to symp• 

comatology! which Is Its llu~rary. an ist ic .l$[)CCC. O nly on 1hi$ 
condhiOfl c.ul wt,: li\'Uid spliuing the semiological unity of a. dis· 
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wrb:.nce, or uniting very diffC'rt•\t disiUrbances undc•r ~ mhbe. 
ttC>ll(' ll n;unt', in i1 whole: a.bit ~rll~· d e filled by nothpeciO(; c.tu~. 

5.1.domasochism is one of th~ mi~01 ten name!. • ., stmio­
logiC-'1 howler. \Ve round in e,·el')' (' .. ut tMt wh~t ~ppc:.utd to be 
• common .. sign"'linking the ~"0 pcn-cnions t•ther turned our 
or~ m~ig.uion to be in chc n.ltUrt' of • mere syndrome ·which 

could be further bcokm down into irK<IucU>I) '\.f)ttlfk symptonu 
of th~ One or the other perversion. ltt w now uy to ~umm<1rlu: 

the rt$\1115 of o ur inquil)~ (I) s..dism i \ $ptCulath·e-dcmonstr.ni~~. 
m.uochism dialcclic.ll·im;)ginolt i~·e; {2) \ad ism operate'\ with the 

ncg..lth·e .1.n<.l pure negation. m;t~hism with ~isa.vow•l and :su~­

pension: (3) sadism oper-.ues by t'nt:ans or qwunlc.ll ivc rciu:.rOltiQtl, 
m::~soohlsrn by means o( qualiurivc susptn$C: (4) there i:t a ma~· 

ochb 111 st>l~dflc to Lhe S;)l.li:~t and equall)· .t sadism spe<:iflc to rile 
llli'IS<JChht, the o ne nC\'CT combining wid• the 0 1 her: (S) S.ldhm 

ncg;ucs the mother and inflates the t:Sthc::r, M.)SOthlsm diuvoW$ 
the mother .lind abolishes the r ... ther; (6) the role :md significance 

or the fc1 is:h, ~nd the function of rhc f.loftl.)Sy Mt tOt;JIJy different 

in eM.::h c.uc::: (7) rllere isM abthendsm in muoehism. while sad· 
b.m is hostile to tbe i1C:St"Mtic .mirude; (8) s..dhm h ln"tttudoml. 

m~hlsm conrr~ciUal; (9) in sadism the superego Jnd cht ~ 
cess of identina.tion play 'he prirmry role, mbOChrsm gi,·6 pri~ 

nwcy to the ego and 10 tbe proc~ o( i~lb~doo: (10) ~ism 
.11nd m.l$0C:hhm exhibit tolally differtnt form> o( docxualiution 

.and roc.-xu.ali1.uio n; (11) (ina.Jiy. summing up .:.II thtse differences. 
th~re is the most radic.1l diiTerenct hetwetn t.lldbcic opcHbf .a.nd 
m.uochistic <qf</ncss. 

T hese clt''cn propositi (IllS t.tken together should account not 

only (Qr (he <.liO'ertnces between S3di!im and m::~sochi3m, !Jut 
tttually lOr the d i i1Crences in 1he lil'erary technique! .1nd in che 
.art of'Sade and Masoch. 
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PI~· 11\. I lit 
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1\uQd te!l' .1c<·oun1 may bt• I(IUI\d fn Grli11.. 1/i>f~ry vf 1/u: j .:ws. wlwre th.., lwrQ·~ 

hbu~\(l.ll lmport:utec b r.rnrh,,b:t•d. 

l2 Lcnectohitbfott!«CNtlcsooj.~t~~tt.Jt'~ 8,1869. 
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37. Rcil.. p. 186. 

HI. Mu$il, Th.t .Hon wJr~OXJt Qyt~flrks, n'r,m$IM()r'~ tlQIC!t thh p •SNg"' •l(le) 

olt)t !>ttn\ to bt int luded in the l:n,t!li1h trnn\ l111 fun n( r!llt "'~11k,) 

W. Kl~'owsk1, Un Sf {t~nrsf~ db!r (N,I\ .F.t. I~· 127, 4nd W ~,.,Julitm Jc 

I'£Jif Jc .f>..'untrJ (Minuif J.p. B. 
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