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46  HERMENEUTICS AND ITS HISTORY 
 
 

which Flacius’s theory of interpretation moves,45 namely, that while asserting the 
self-sufficiency of Scripture, it actually subordinates exegesis in practice to the 
Protestant creeds. 

 
 

609 The Hermeneutics of Wolfgang Franz 
 
We have sketched the outlines of a creative hermeneutical system, one whose 

like would not reappear during this early period. Some very important components, 
which were not even to be developed further until Baumgarten, will not resurface 
until Schleiermacher. Moreover, their reemergence will not be due to any historical 
transmission, but rather to the intrinsic power of the issues themselves. This makes 
comparison all the more instructive. However, there are other features of Flacius’s 
work that do continue to exert their influence on the immediately succeeding 
developments in the art of interpretation up until the time of Semler and beyond. 

The changes that Flacius’s system was to undergo in this early period require 
only a few scattered comments. 

The work of Franz, 46 the second member of what Budde47 calls the 
hermeneutical triumvirate of the early period, starts from the same dogmatic 
presuppositions as the work of Flacius. But Franz employs a different method for 
dealing with hermeneutical operations. From the start he advances the self-
sufficiency and the normative status of Scripture as two hypotheses, derives the 
problem of hermeneutics from them, and then sets up rules of interpretation to solve 
it. This represents a gain in formal clarity. Anything that is not amenable to the 
setting of [general] rules, but is rather a presupposition of a specific rule, turns out 
to be a presupposition of these initial hypotheses. Baumgarten’s “dogmatic 
lemmata” correspond to these hypotheses in Franz. In formulating his general rules, 
Franz is now able to begin with the elements themselves and to ascend from 

 
45   “Indeed, he wants, above all things, to instruct people about the truths of religion, because, 

according to him, the explanation of Scripture must conform to faith. Nevertheless, he has no other 
teacher but his patriarch, Luther, to instruct him in these truths of Christianity; as though Luther had 
preserved the faith of the Church Fathers. Thus while the rule he prescribes here is very good and very 
useful, its application is false; and in order to turn it to good use in applying it to the Church, it is fitting 
that we report it in his very words: ‘Everything that is said about Scripture or from Scripture must be in 
harmony with the catechism or articles of faith’” (Simon, Histoire critique, p. 484). (D) 

46   [Wolfgang Franz], Tractatus theologicus novus et perspicuus de interpretatione Sacrarum 
Scripturarum maxime legitima (1619 ). (D) 

47   Johann Franz Budde (1667 –1729 ), German theologian. 
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180  HERMENEUTICS AND ITS HISTORY 
 
 
even if it is now difficult and arduous to recover it.” 507 Meanwhile Herder 

and Monboddo508 had published investigations that completely overcame this 
antithesis [between the arbitrary and natural origin of words]. For its part, Keil’s 
empiricism simply exempts itself from all such questions. 

 
 

The Earlier Systems on Grammatical Forms 
In the very nature of the case, all these thinkers confined themselves to the 

problem that spearheaded the issue of the origin of language, namely, that of the 
origin of words and their meaning. No one so much as addressed the question of 
the origin of grammatical forms. Here again a false opposition reigned that was 
not to be overcome until much later: the distinction between analogy and 
anomaly, already established by the Alexandrian grammarians. Even Gottfried 
Hermann’s grammar was still based on it. This was natural enough, for in all 
realms of the spirit that reason undertakes to impose order on things and 
recognizes itself as the law by which all forms of life are to be measured, it first 
sets its a priori nexus of ideas in opposition to the irrational reality of things. 
However, the intellect does not master the irrational in this way; logic is as 
incapable of explicating tropes and figures as ambiguous meanings. Concerning 
this it has been shown that dogmatic assumptions about allegorical 
interpretation were compounded by scientific confusion. Just as from the 
historical side Semler’s account of the general Jewish practice of citation first 
undermined the credibility of allegorical interpretation, so from the grammatical 
side the false opposition between the rational and the irrational was overcome 
by the explication of multiple meanings and tropes. 

A correct view of language was bound to transform the grammatical part of 
hermeneutics. It is an essential part of our task to understand the roots of this 
transformation. Schleiermacher’s view is distinctive and has, by dint of its 
logical character, a suggestive relation to the later philosophies of language 
developed by the other identity systems, especially to Becker’s; 509 it also 
stands in an interesting relationship to the linguistic investigations of Wilhelm 
von Humboldt, owing to his view that identical reason in the form of nationality 
is a system-building subject. Because of all this, it is fascinating to trace the 
development of Schleiermacher’s view of lan- 

 
 
507 Morus, Hermeneutica I, p. 29. (D) 
508 James Burnett (Lord Monboddo) (1714 –99 ), Scottish jurist and anthropologist, wrote Of the Origin 

and Progress of Language. 
509 Karl Ferdinand Becker (1775 –1849 ), author of Organism der deutschen Sprache. 

741 
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