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Series Introduction 

Martin Heidegger is undeniably one of the most influential philoso
phers of the 20'h century. His work has been appropriated by scholars in 
fields as diverse as philosophy, classics, psychology, literature, history, soci
ology, anthropology, political science, religious studies, and cultural studies. 

In this four-volume series, we've collected a set of articles that we 
believe represent some of the best research on the most interesting and dif
ficult issues in contemporary Heidegger scholarship. In putting together 
this collection, we have quite deliberately tried to identify the papers that 
engage critically with Heidegger's thought. This is not just because we 
wanted to focus on "live" issues in Heidegger scholarship. It is also because 
critical engagement with the text is, in our opinion, the best way to grasp 
Heidegger's thought. Heidegger is a notoriously difficult read-in part, 
because he is deliberately trying to break with the philosophical tradition, 
in part, because his way of breaking with the tradition was often to coin 
neologisms (a less sympathetic reader might dismiss it as obfuscatory jar
gon), and, in part, because Heidegger believed his task was to provoke his 
readers to thoughtfulness rather than provide them with a facile answer to 
a well-defined problem. Because of the difficulties in reading Heidegger, 
however, we believe that it is incumbent upon the commentator to keep the 
matter for thought in the forefront-the issue that Heidegger is trying to 
shed light on. Without such an engagement in the matter for thought, 
Heidegger scholarship all too often devolves into empty word play. 

So, the first and most important criterion we've used in selecting 
papers is that they engage with important issues in Heidegger's thought, 
and do so in a clear, non-obfuscatory fashion. Next, we have by and large 
avoided republishing articles that are already available in other collections 
of essays on Heidegger. We have made exceptions, however, particularly 
when the essay is located in a volume that would easily be overlooked by 
Heidegger scholars. Finally, as our primary intent was to collect and make 
readily available work on current issues and problems arising out of 
Heidegger's thought, we have tried to select recent rather than dated arti
cles. 

In selecting themes for each volume, we have, in general, been guided 
by the order in which Heidegger, over the course of his career, devoted 
extended attention to the problems involved. Thus, the first volume con-
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tains essays focusing on Dasein-the human mode of existence-and "exis
tential" themes like authenticity and death, because these were prominent 
concerns in the years leading up to and immediately following the publica
tion of Being and Time in 1927. The second volume centers on Heidegger's 
account of truth, and his critique of the history of philosophy, because 
these were areas of extended interest in the 1930s and 1940s. The third vol
ume is organized around themes indigenous to the 'late' Heidegger
namely, Heidegger's work on art, poetry, and technology. 

But this is not to say that the volumes are governed by a strict notion 
of periods in Heidegger's work. In the past, it has been commonplace to 
subdivide Heidegger's work into two (early and late) or even three (early, 
middle, and late) periods. While there is something to be said for such divi
sions-there is an obvious sense in which Being and Time is thematically 
and stylistically unlike Heidegger's publications following the Second 
World War-it is also misleading to speak as if there were two or three dif
ferent Heideggers. The bifurcation, as is well known, is something that 
Heidegger himself was uneasy about1, and scholars today are increasingly 
hesitant to draw too sharp a divide between the early and late. So while the 
themes of the first three volumes have been set by Heidegger's own histor
ical course through philosophy, the distribution of papers into volumes 
does not respect a division of scholarship into early and late. We have 
found instead that the papers relevant to an 'early Heidegger' issue often 
draw on Heidegger's later work, and vice versa. 

The last volume in the series is organized less by Heidegger's own 
thematic concerns than by an interest in Heidegger's relevance to contem
porary philosophy. Given mainstream analytic philosophy's preoccupation 
with language and mind, however, this volume does have two thematic cen
ters of gravity-Heidegger's work on the essence of language, and his cri
tique of modernist accounts of subjectivity. 

In its focus on Heidegger's relevance to ongoing philosophical concerns, 
however, volume four merely makes obvious the intention of the series as 
a whole. In his 1925-1926 lecture course on logic, Heidegger bemoaned 
the fact that people "no longer philosophize from the issues, but from their 
colleague's books. " 2 In a similar way, we believe that Heidegger is deserv
ing of attention as a philosopher only because he is such an excellent guide 
to the issues themselves. We hope that the papers we have collected here 
demonstrate Heidegger's continuing pertinence to the most pressing issues 
in contemporary philosophy. 

NOTES 

1 Writing to Richardson, Heidegger noted: "The distinction you make between 
Heidegger I and II is justified only on the condition that this is kept constantly in 
mind: only by way of what [Heidegger] I has thought does one gain access to what 
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is to-be-thought by [Heidegger] II. But the thought of [Heideggerj I becomes possi
ble only if it is contained in [Heidegger] II." William J. Richardson, "Letter to 
Richardson," in Heidegger: Through Phenomenology to Thought (The Hague: M. 
Nijhoff, 1963), 8. 
2 Logik: Die Frage nach der Wahrheit, Gesamtausgabe 21 (Frankfurt am Main: 
Klostermann, 1995), 84. 
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This volume is organized around the theme of Heidegger's reception in 
contemporary philosophy. No single appraisal has been more responsible 
for the main stream analytic reaction to Heidegger's work than Carnap's 
dismissal of Heidegger's philosophical claims as metaphysical pseudo-sen
tences. For many years, if Heidegger was mentioned at all by an analytic 
philosopher, it was only to repeat facilely Carnap's critique. As Michael 
Friedman shows, however, both Heidegger and Carnap share a common 
starting point in the Neo-Kantianism prevalent in the German-language 
philosophy of their time. By exploring in detail the Carnap/Heidegger con
troversy, Friedman shows how a more subtle and substantive engagement 
between analytic and continental thought might be possible. 

Many of the papers in this volume use Heidegger's work to achieve 
such a productive engagement. Edward Witherspoon shows how there is 
room for a constructive encounter between analytic and continental phi
losophy by turning to the heart of the superficial analytical dismissal of 
Heidegger's work-his views on 'the Nothing.' Witherspoon argues that, 
properly understood, Heidegger's investigation of the Nothing reveals an 
effort at thinking about the inexpressible foundation of logic similar to that 
of Frege. Charles Guignon shows Heidegger's parallelism with another of 
the founders of analytic philosophy, Wittgenstein, while Mark Wrathall 
connects Heidegger's work on truth with the truth-conditional semantics of 
analysts like Donald Davidson. 

Perhaps the most fruitful areas for exploring Heidegger's relevance to 
contemporary philosophy are found in his views on language and his cri
tique of subjectivity. The linguistic turn in mainstream Anglo-American 
philosophy intersects in intriguing ways with Heidegger's own emphasis on 
language. Heidegger's philosophy, in some ways, is quite congenial to the 
analytic view that all issues in philosophy are best tackled by a study of 
how we talk about these issues. As Hans-Georg Gadamer, Christina 
Lafont, and Karl-Otto Apel point out, Heidegger was an early advocate of 
the view that language plays a fundamental role in the constitution of the 
world. At the same time, Heidegger rejected unequivocally the view of lan
guage generally employed in the analytic philosophy of language. 
Heidegger would see the analyst's emphasis on the philosophy of mind or, 
indeed, the way analysts tend to conflate language and mind, as a vestige 
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of the modern subjectivism that he was trying to overcome. 
Christina Lafont, on the other hand, reviews Heidegger's explicit 

account of language presented in Being and Time. To make sense of this 
account, she argues, one must read between the lines to see that Heidegger 
accords to language a 'transcendental' role in the constitution of intelligi
bility-a transcendentalism which Lafont argues is problematic. 

John Stewart situates Heidegger's thought on language vis-a-vis con
temporary disputes over reference, and explores the consequences of this 
view of language for a Heideggerian account of intentionality in the phi
losophy of mind. Stewart's essay connects up in interesting ways with the 
essays in volume one that deal with the nature of Dasein and Heidegger's 
account of intentionality. The reader is referred back to the articles by 
Brandom, Haugeland, and Dreyfus for further discussion of these topics. 

Heidegger's interest in language was manifest already in Being and 
Time, where section thirty-four was devoted to showing how language 
"has its roots in the existential constitution of Dasein 's disclosedness. "1 

This means that Heidegger did not believe language could be treated as the 
most fundamental level for analyzing human existence. To the contrary, it 
is itself grounded in our practical mastery of our world, and the under
standing of being that this practical mastery presupposes. There is, as the 
essays in this volume make clear, considerable debate over how such an 
account of language is meant to work, how it bears on contemporary 
accounts of language in analytic philosophy (Stewart and Wrathall), and 
even whether it is consistent with other features of Heidegger's thought 
(Lafont). 

There is a widespread sense among scholars that Heidegger's views on 
language changed in important ways in the decades following the publica
tion of Being and Time. In particular, he seems to have acknowledged in his 
later work a more central constitutive role for language in our experience 
of the world: "because language is the house of Being," Heidegger wrote, 
"we reach what is by constantly going through this house. " 2 On the face of 
it, this clearly seems to be a mediational view of the role of language-that 
is, the view that all our actions in the world are mediated through linguis
tic categories. On the other hand, it is equally clear that Heidegger doesn't 
understand language-the thing that is mediating our access to the world
on the representationalist model of mainstream philosophy of language. 
Even in the late Heidegger, language is not understood in terms of a repre
sentation of the world, but rather as a way of being oriented to the world. 
The late Heidegger is quite clear that if language is the house of being, this 
does not mean that the things we encounter in the world are our constructs. 
To the contrary, language, Heidegger says, "speaks us," which means that 
the 'language' he is talking about is the opening up of a world that makes 
ordinary talk possible: "Language speaks by saying; that is, by showing. Its 
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saying wells up from the once spoken yet long since unspoken saying that 
permeates the rift-design in the essence of language. Language speaks by 
Pointing, reaching out to every region of presencing, letting what is present 
in each case appear in such regions or vanish from them." 3 

Heidegger's views on language also have important consequences for 
how we understand the role of the logical analysis of language. Heidegger 
offered a number of lecture courses4 in the decades before and after the 
publication of Being and Time on the topic of logic in the broadest sense
"the theme for logic is discourse in regard to its most basic sense: to let the 
world and human existence [Dasein] be seen."5 Although Heidegger was 
not a logician, J. N. Mohanty shows that Heidegger's philosophical view of 
logic is worth taking seriously. Mohanty reviews and appraises Heidegger's 
main theses about logic. 

Heidegger's analysis of language has relevance not just to the analytic 
tradition, but also to the deconstructive tradition in philosophy. Hans
Georg Gadamer and Charles Spinosa both address aspects of the contem
porary deconstructive critique of Heidegger. Gadamer reviews Heidegger's 
path from his recognition of the constitutive role of language in our expe
rience of the world to his efforts in the destruction of the metaphysical tra
dition. If language is co-constitutive of the world, and our language is 
shaped by the conceptuality of the metaphysical tradition that has closed 
off an authentic experience of existence, then, Heidegger reasoned, the 
most pressing task for philosophy was a poetic effort at breaking our lan
guage free of the conceptuality of metaphysics. Gadamer argues, however, 
that this destructive move opens up two possible courses-one is the 
Derridean project of deconstruction, which would finally destroy meta
physics hy undermining even Heidegger's philosophical project of seeking 
the meaning of being. The other path, the one Gadamer prefers, is a return 
to dialogue, which would reappropriate the metaphysical project. Spinosa, 
on the other hand, sees the point of conflict between Heidegger and decon
struction as turning on their respective understandings of the way back
ground practices tend to function in the production of intelligibility. 

Of course, there is a broader issue behind Heidegger's disagreement 
with contemporary philosophy of language and the elevation of logic as a 
scientific method. Heidegger sees these disciplines as inheritors of the errors 
of the modern view of subjectivity. The idea of a subject is the idea of an 
entity which has certainty and transparency regarding its own states, but 
knows other entities only through its representations of them. The impli
cations of this story, familiar since Descartes, can be traced out in two 
directions. With regard to ourselves, it supposes that we can have a clear, 
certain, and distinct grasp about every essential feature of our being. With 
regard to knowledge of things acquired through perception, it entails that 
we can never have a certain grasp of their existence or nature. Several arti-
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des in volume two reviewed Heidegger's critique of the skepticism this pro
duces about our knowledge of the external world and the discoveries of the 
natural sciences. 

We also have a number of articles detailing and criticizing Heidegger's 
attack on the notion of a self-transparent subject. Jean-Luc Marion 
addresses in general the achievements and limits of Heidegger's attempt to 
break out of the Cartesian tradition, which understands the self as a sub
jective ego cogito. At stake is a non-subjectivistic, non-mentalistic account 
of human being. Other articles address specific implications for the way we 
think about the philosophy of mind that follows from Heidegger's rejection 
of Cartesian subjectivity. Harrison Hall tackles the age-old Cartesian worry 
about our ability to know other minds. The problem dissolves once being
in-the-world is properly understood. The Cartesian view of the mind, as is 
well known, also has important consequences for epistemology-not least 
of which is the privileging of cognitivism in matters epistemological. 
Stephen Mulhall takes up this problem on the basis of the Heideggerian 
idea that disposedness (befindlichkeit) is one of the constitutive features of 
Dasein. This is to say that the human way of being always finds itself dis
posed to the world in a particular way. The antic manifestation of dis
posedness is mood. The centrality of mood to the disclosedness of world, 
Mulhall shows, entails a revised assessment of the privileged status accord
ed cognitive states. 

But modernism is not without its defenders. David Carr and Robert 
Pippin argue that there are significant ways in which Heidegger's account 
of modernity has gone astray. They also contend that these errors in 
Heidegger's historical account of modernity highlight weaknesses in his 
response to the shortcomings of the metaphysical tradition. Carr reviews 
Heidegger's rejection of all philosophy since Descartes as a metaphysics of 
subjectivity. Carr argues, however, that Heidegger has, in two important 
respects, overlooked the transcendental tradition in modern philosophy, 
exemplified by Kant and Husserl. These transcendental philosophers, Carr 
argues, in fact affirmed the transcendence of the world, and thus cannot be 
fairly characterized as reducing all existence to existence for a subject. 
Second, these thinkers deny that the self has a foundation-giving self-trans
parency in thought. 

Robert Pippin argues that Heidegger's counter-Enlightenment reaction 
to modernity misunderstands the modern opposition to dogmatism and 
affirmation of self-grounding rationality (of which idealism is the' most 
extreme exponent), and thus overreacts or mis-reacts to the shortcomings 
of modernity. In particular, Pippin argues that we can acknowledge the pos
sibility of an unescapable historicism and lack of rational grounds, without 
thereby mystifying it. The result will be "a modernity necessarily unending 
and unsettled," but in which we need not give up on the rationalist ideal. 
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Like Pippin, Karl-Otto Ape! believes that a central appeal, as well as a cen
tral difficulty, of Heidegger's history of being lies in its relativizing and his
toricizing of meaning and knowledge. Also like Pippin, Ape! argues that the 
situatedness and historical contingency of the way our language mediates 
our knowledge need not force us to give up the ideal of validity. The alter
native to Heidegger's destruction of transcendental philosophy, Ape! sug
gests, is the "regulative ideal" of "a consensual justification of validity 
claims." 

NOTES 

1 Being and Time, trans. John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson (New York: 
Harper & Row, 1962), p. 203. 
2 "What are Poets for?" in Poetry, Language, Thought, trans. Albert Hofstadter 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1971), p. 132. 
3"The Way to Language," in Martin Heidegger, Basic Writings, revised and expand
ed, ed. David Farrell Krell (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1993 ), p. 411. 
4 See, for example, the 1925 course Logic. The Question concerning Truth, in 
Gesamtausgabe, val. 21 (Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann, 1995), and the 1928 
course The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic. 
5 Gesamtausgabe, vol. 21 (Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann, 1995), p. 6. 
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The Ego and Dasein 

1. The Figure of Descartes within Heidegger's Path 

Just as it is self-evident that Heidegger did not cease to confront Nietzsche, 
Hegel, Kant, or Aristotle, so his relation to Descartes can appear to be 
secondary. Thus, neither the commentators of Heidegger nor, to be 
sure, the historians of Descartes insist on the relation, when they do 
not ignore it altogether. Whatever the-bad or all too understandable
reasons for this misappreciation, they cannot lessen one massive fact: 
if only chronologically, Descartes appears already at the beginning of 
Heidegger's career and occupies it almost all the way to its end. If we 
stick to the texts already available in the present state of the publication 
of the Gesamtausgabe (in 1985), and unless we are forgetting something, 
the extreme evidence of a debate with Descartes intervenes as early as 
1921 and right up to 1974. 

In the course that he gives as Privatdozent in Freiburg during the 
winter semester of 1921-22, under the title of Phiinomenologische Interpre
tationen zu Aristoteles: Einfiihrung in die phiinomenologische Forschung [Phe
nomenological Interpretations of Aristotle: Introduction to Phenomenological 
Research], a course therefore prior to the Marburg period, Heidegger 
does not treat Aristotle so much as he outlines a whole introduction 
to phenomenology; however, that introduction does indeed approach a 
philosopher: but instead of Aristotle, it is Descartes. Examining in fact 
"the metaphysics of the I and the idealism ofthe I [lch-metaphysik, ichlicher 
Idealismus]," first in its Kantian and phenomenological forms, he ends 
up finally at Descartes, whose limits he already very clearly marks: 

The "sum" is, to be sure, also first for Descartes, but it is precisely here 
already that the failure lies: he does not stop there, but already has the 
pre-conception of the meaning of Being in the mode of simple observation 
[Feststellung] and even of the indubitable [Unbezweifelbaren]. The fact that 
Descartes was able to deviate toward the posing of a theoretical question 
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of knowledge and even that, from the point of view of the history of spirit 
[geistigeschichtlich], he inaugurated it, simply expresses [the fact] that the 
"sum," its Being and its categorial structure, were in no way a problem to 
him, but that the significance of the word "sum" was [for him] understood 
in an indifferent sense [indiffcrenten . .. Sinn], absolutely not related 
[properly] to the ego, formally objective [formal gegenstiindlich]. uncritical 
and unclarified. 

Already with this outline of an interpretation, Descartes appears as having 
privileged the ego in its certitude and as having assumed the sum without 
any real mediation: in other words, the mode of Being illustrated by the 
sum remains caught in its supposedly obvious, common, and indisputable 
sense and is therefore thought in fact on the basis of the acceptation of 
esse that is suitable to objects. Descartes privileges the question of the ego 
(hence the establishment of a theory of knowledge) and remains silent 
on the question of the sum (hence an objectivizing interpretation of all 
esse). Paradoxically, under the gaze of the young Heidegger, Descartes 
already poses the question of the mode of Being of the sum precisely by 
remaining silent on it in favor of a question concerning the status and 
the power of the I: "the weight of the question is placed immediately, 
without any motive and following the traditional standpoint, upon the 
'1,' whereby the meaning of the T remains essentially undetermined 
[ unbestimmt], instead [of being placed] upon the meaning of the 'am.' "l 

Right away the essential is marked out: the I in the "I think" of the "I 
think, therefore I am," must be determined on the basis of the meaning 
of Being, and not on the basis of its own meaning as I. 

The confrontation with Descartes, outlined so early, unfolds largely 
during Heidegger's stay in Marburg. In fact, that stay both opens and 
closes with a course explicitly dedicated to Descartes. That of the first 
winter semester of 1923-24 (still unpublished) undertakes an introduc
tion to modern philosophy (Der Beginn derneuzeitlichenPhilosophie); it must 
have evoked the figure of Descartes, at least if one accepts the testimony 
from the last course given in Marburg, in the summer of 1928: 'This 
class, during the summer semester of 1928, set itself the task of assuming 
a position opposed to Leibniz .... The first semester of 192311924 risked 
taking the corresponding position with Descartes, which is then surpassed 
in Sein und Zeit(§§ 19-21)." We should underscore that the last course 
not only confirms that the first was dedicated to the study of Descartes 
and also that it thus anticipated nothing less than Sein und Zeit,§§ 19-21, 
but also itself concerned Descartes inasmuch as he persists in Leibniz, 
who, "like Descartes, sees in the I, in the ego cogito, the dimension from 
which all the fundamental metaphysical concepts must be dr~wn. One 
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attempted to resolve the problem of Being as the fundamental problem 
of metaphysics through a return to the subject. However, in Leibniz as 
well as in his predecessor [i.e., Descartes] and successors, this return to 
the I remains ambiguous because the I is not grasped in its essential 
structure and in its specific mode of Being. "2 From these texts, which 
frame the stay at Mar burg but also precede it, it is necessary to conclude
and all the more so, no doubt, insofar as others will come to confirm 
this clear preoccupation-that Heidegger discerns from the beginning 
of his "path of thinking" the decisive importance of Descartes; but he 
does not see it where, following the tradition, his contemporaries saw 
it-in the establishment of the ego at the level of transcendental or 
quasitranscendental r··inciple. He locates it, on the contrary, in what 
Descartes hides behind the evidence and the dignity of the ego cogito-in 
the indetermination of the way of Being of that ego, whose sum remains 
so indeterminate that it falls under the hold of the mode of Being 
of objects. Heidegger interrogates the ego cogito no longer concerning 
~he cogit~tive. origi~ of its primacy, but first concerning the ontological 
mdetermmauon of Its esse, and thus concerning what it conceals of itself 
and not what it proclaims of itself. This concealment, originally located 
in the indetermination of the Being of the I, in some way calls first for 
a phenomenological examination-since phenomenology bears above 
all on what, of itself, does not show itself. Thus the conversation with 
Descartes marks more than do other confrontations Heidegger's strictly 
phenomenological point of departure. 

But i~ char~cte.rizes just as well his last texts. Sticking to a narrowly 
chronologiCal cntenon, one could stress the fact that Descartes remains 
an essential preoccupation right up to the end. (1) In 1969, the second 
seminar at Le Thor recalls the historial position of Descartes: "What 
happened between Hegel and the Greeks? The thought of Descartes"; 
~r: "Wi~h Ficht~ we witness the absolutizing of the Cartesian cogito (which 
1s a cogzto only m the measure that it is a cogito me cogitare) in an absolute 
kno~ing. "3 (2) .In 1973, the Ziihringen seminar carries to its highest point 
the mterpretauon of the Cartesian ego on the basis of the question of 
~eing: " ... su~j~ctivity itself is not questioned as to its Being; indeed, 
smce Descartes 1t 1s the fundamentum inconcussum. Throughout all modern 
tho~ght, issuing from Descartes, subjectivity consequently constitutes the 
barner to the beginning of the question in search of Being."4 (3) In 
1974, one o~ th~ very last texts, Der Fehl heiliger Namen (The Lack of Divine 
Names) agam s1gnals this "barrier" in taking up again the theme of 
the firs~ Marburg course: "At the beginning of modern thought are 1 
Accordmg to the order before any clarification of the matter of the 1 
thought of the treatises on method: I from Descartes the Discourse on 

3 
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Method and the I Regulae ad directionem Jngenii. "5 If only chronologically, 
Heidegger's thought does not cease to encounter that of Descartes, 
in a confrontation at least as constant as those that tie Heidegger to 
Nietzsche or Aristotle. This textual datum, which will be confirmed 
by the great number of instances concerning Descartes in the mature 
works, nevertheless does not suffice to clarify the encounter between 
Heidegger's thought and Descartes's. At the very most it allows us to 
establish the fact of that encounter and to require an understanding of it. 
The abundance and constancy of the Cartesian references will themselves 
become intelligible, moreover, only to the extent that concepts come to 
motivate and justify them. What conceptually identifiable reason leads 
and therefore constrains Heidegger, from the beginning to the end of 
his path, to argue over and with Descartes? 

2. The Phenomenological Motif of the Original Confrontation 

At the very moment Heidegger was expounding and critiquing Descartes 
at Marburg, Husser! was expounding and agreeing with Descartes at 
Freiburg, in a course during the 1923-24 winter semester, from which the 
work First Philosophy issues: even when he happened to maintain a "false 
theory," the "philosophical genius" of Descartes led him to sow the "seeds 
of transcendental philosophy. "6 In fact, Husser! had not awaited that date 
(nor, a fortiori, the Cartesian Meditations of 1929) to place Descartes at the 
center of his reflection; well before the Jdeen, the Gottingen lectures had 
done so in 1907, after, to be sure, other texts.7 At least in its Husserlian 
form, phenomenology had already before Heidegger tied its destiny 
to that of its interpretation of Descartes, in such a way that nothing 
phenomenological could any longer be decided, regarding principle, 
without a discussion with Descartes. Such as Heidegger encounters him, 
Descartes already has the status of a phenomenological motif, if not the 
rank of a phenomenologist. For Heidegger, through the intermediary of 
Husser!, Descartes first appears positively as a phenomenologist. In other 
words, the authority of Husser!, especially after the reversal of 1907, in
vested Descartes with a phenomenological dignity of such a kind that any 
discussion concerning Descartes amounts to a discussion with Husser!; 
more exactly, any discussion of the Cartesian theses that were legitimated 
by Husser! is equivalent to a theoretical discussion of Husser! himself. The 
equivalence between Descartes and (Husserlian) phenomenology can 
thus be developed in two absolutely opposed directions; either Descartes 
is a phenomenologist because he anticipates Husser!; or else Husserlian 
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phenomenal~~ .is not fully phe?omenological because it remains impris
oned b~ uncntJc~zed, even und1scerned, Cartesian decisions. Very early 
on, He1degger Will follow the second direction: his departure from the 
H~~serlian interpretation of phenomenology is carried out through a 
cr~t~que of the C~~tesian presuppositions in it. Descartes will undergo a 
cntJque, but a cntJque that is addressed also and first at Husser!, who is 
all the less a phenomenologist insofar as he remains more a Cartesian. 
Descartes thus arises as the nonphenomenological motif in Husser!. 

Thus, in the summer of 1925, the History of the Concept of Time: Prole
gomena a.tt~mpts an "immanent critique of phenomenological research" 
by exammmg how the latter determines pure consciousness. In other 
words, 

Our [i.e., Heidegger's] question will be: Does this elaboration of the 
thematic field of phenomenology, the field of intentionality, raise the 
question of the Being of this region, of the Being of consciousness? What does 
Being really mean here when it is said that the sphere of consciousness is a 
sphere and region of absolute Being? What does absolute Being mean here? 
What does Being mean when we speak of the Being of the transcendent 
world, of the reality of things? ... Does phenomenology anywhere really 
arrive at the methodological ground enabling us to construct [stellen] this 
question of the meaning of Being, which must precede any phenomenological 
deliberation and is implicit in it? ... As the basic field of intentionality, is 
the region of pure consciousness determined in its Being, and how?JB 

One should notice that here, in 1925, Heidegger addresses to Husser! 
and to the region of consciousness the same question and, in fact, the 
same critique that he addressed already in 1921 to Descartes and to 
the ego ~ogito: to .establis~ the epistemological priority of the ego and 
of consn~usness IS an achievement, but it does not free one from having 
to determm~ ~he eg?'s mode of Being. Descartes is repeated with Husser!, 
?ot only positiVely with the illumination of the condition for any certitude 
m kn?wledge, but also negatively, with the forgetful evasion of the mode 
ofBemg peculiar to originary certitude. To be sure, Husser! encountered 
an.d noted, b.etween consciousness and the reality of the world, "an un
~ndg~able difference of essence [ein uniiberbriickbar Wesensunterschied]," 
a ventable abyss of meaning [ ein wahrer Abgrund des Sinnes]." But for 

all that, ca~ he s~e therein only the divergence from "a necessary and 
ab.solute B~mg [~n ~otwendiges und absolutes Sein] "?In short, in order to 
t~mk an ep1ste~mc divergence is it sufficient to name an on tic-ontological 
divergence, as If from the irreducibility of consciousness to what it consti
tutes there ensued, for this very reason, "the principia! difference among 
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ways of Being, the most important that there is in general, that between 
consciousness and reality [die prinzipielle Unterschiedenheit der Seinsweisen, die 
kardinalste, die es iiberhaupt gibt, die zwischen BewuBtsein und Realitat] "?9 

It would have been necessary that Husser} not at all restrict himself to 
repeating the epistemic terms of the opposition-the absolutely certain 
because knowing consciousness, opposed to the reality that is contingent 
and relative because known-and undertake to elaborate the respective 
ways of Being of the two terms; but he reasons, in order to outline these 
two ways of Being, within a pair-certitude, contingency-that belongs 
entirely to the mode of Being which is solely that of the reality of the 
world, and which therefore has to do entirely with Being understood as 
permanent subsistence in the present. Like Descartes, Husserl is confined 
within the Being of the reality that is proper (or rather improper) to 
consciousness, such that he evades the supposedly principia} question of 
its way of Being; for its epistemic primacy, consciousness thus pays, so to 
speak, the price of an implicit but total submission to the way of Being of 
reality, and therefore of the world. Husserl carries out such a desertion 
of the question of the Being of consciousness only by relying explicitly 
on Descartes. Indeed, he cites Descartes textually in order both to define 
and to obscure consciousness' way of Being: "Immanent Being is also 
indubitably in the sense of absolute Being, in that in principle nulla 're' 
indiget ad existendum [Das immanente Sein ist zweiffellos in dem Sinne absolutes 
Seins, dass es prinzipiell nulla 're' indiget ad existendum]. "10 

Several remarks are necessary here. ( 1) Husser} undoubtedly does 
claim to define consciousness' way of Being, since he deduces absolute 
Being from immanent Being. (2) In order to reach his end, he cites 
the authority of Descartes, Principia Philosophiae, I,§ 51: "Per substantiam 
nihil aliud intelligere possumus, quam rem quae ita existit, ut nulla alia re 
indigeat ad existendum [By substance we can understand nothing other 
than a thing which exists in such a way as to depend on no other thing 
for its existence]. "II The meeting between these two thinkers certainly 
owes nothing to chance, since, already in agreement in recognizing the 
epistemic primacy of the ego, they meet again to define its way of Being 
by substantiality. (3) Husserl, however, modifies Descartes's formula: he 
omits alia in "alia re" and accepts res only between quotation marks: "nulla 
're.' " Why? Obviously because alia (res) would imply that consciousness 
was itself and first a res; but Husser} undertakes here precisely to op
pose consciousness to realitas; therefore, in defiance of any philological 
probity, he must modify what, in the quotation from Descartes, would 
implicitly extend realitas to the res cogitans, in order to retain from it 
only the application of substantiality to the ego. (4) This adjustment and 
therefore this difficulty already prove that Husser! utilizes in Descartes 
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an insufficient and unsuitable definition; and in fact, for Descartes sub
stantiality covers not only the res cogitans but even (although not with
out difficulties) all of the res extensa; therefore, it contradicts-far from 
confirming-the Husserlian privilege of consciousness: " ... substantia 
corporea et mens, sive substantia cogitans ... [ ... corporeal substance and 
mind, or thinking substance ... ] " (Principia Philosophiae, I, § 52) .12 A 
second contradiction might be added, moreover: all finite substance, 
thinking as well as extended, admits, for Descartes, a radical indigence 
with regard to the ordinary support of God; because of this, substan
tiality, which the ego must share with extension (first disagreement with 
Husser!), has only a relative validity (with respect to God) and not at all 
an absolute validity (second disagreement with Husser!). (5) These gaps 
do not call into question Husserl's intimate familiarity with Descartes; 
they prove, on the contrary, that the fundamental convergence had more 
power than any divergence in detaii.13 Such an exemplary encounter
Husser} citing Descartes to attempt to determine consciousness' way of 
Being-could not have escaped the attention of Heidegger. In fact, the 
same course from 1925 points out Husserl's formula and identifies it with 
precision as a reprise of Descartes. It can then stigmatize the on to logical 
insufficiency of the reprise: immanence, indubitability, and absoluteness 
in no way allow one to think the Being of consciousness: "This third 
determination-absolute Being-is not in its turn such that it determines 
being itself in its Being, but such that it grasps the region of consciousness 
within the order of constitution and assigns to it in this order a Being that 
is formally anterior to any objectivity."l4 The Cartesian definition does 
not allow one to ground the difference of regions-which is ontological. 
Heidegger reduces to nothing the effort and the textual adaptations 
that Husser} imposes on Descartes's formula; here, it is Heidegger who 
defends the orthodoxy of the Cartesian text, precisely because it is con
ceptually opposed to Husserl. And what is more, Heidegger continues: 
not only does Husserllose his way in reprising and forcing an unsuitable 
answer from Descartes, not only does he shy away from the authentic 
determination of consciousness' way of Being by believing himself to 
satisfy such a determination through the simple reprise of Cartesian 
certitude, but he goes astray even more radically in assuming a Cartesian 
question that he has not legitimated phenomenologically. 

Husserl's primary question is simply not that concerning the character 
of the Being of consciousness [ nach dem Seinscharakter des Bewujltseins]. 

Rather, he is guided by the following concern: How can consciousness 

in general become the possible object of an absolute science? What guides him 
primordially is the idea of an absolute science. But this idea, that consciousness 
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must be the region of an absolute science, is not simply invented; it is the 
idea which has occupied modern philosophy ever since Descartes. The 
elaboration of pure consciousness as the thematic field of phenomenology 
is not derived phenomenologically by going back to the things themselves but by 
going back to a traditional idea of philosophy (nicht phanomenologisch 
im Ruckgang auf selbst gewonnen, sondern im Riickgang auf eine traditionelle 

Idee der Philosophie) .15 

Let us measure the scope and acuity of Heidegger's critique of 
Husserl. ( 1) The question of the way of Being of consciousness receives no 
answer, because Husser! remains dependent on Descartes. (2) Husser!, 
evading the authentically phenomenological difficulty of the Being of 
consciousness, privileges the nonphenomenological ideal of a certain 
science of consciousness; we are therefore not far here from the parricidal 
declaration put forth by the same course: "In the basic task of determining 
its ownmost field, therefore, phenomenology is unphenomenological!"16 
(3) If Husser! distances himselffrom phenomenology, he owes this to the 
persistence in him of the Cartesian ideal as mathesis universalis and univer
salissima sapientia, defined already in the Regulae. I? Far from guiding him 
along the phenomenological path, as Husser! thinks, Descartes played the 
notable role-from Heidegger's point of view-of holding Husser! back on 
the phenomenological path; between Husser! and full phenomenology, 
thus between Husser! and Heidegger, stands Descartes, a unique obstacle 
and stumbling block. The "affinity" that unites Husser! with DescarteslB 
therefore designates a unique phenomenological obstacle, which phe
nomenology must surmount in order to remain itself; henceforth, in 
order to advance along the phenomenological path that Husser! leaves, 
Heidegger will have not only to leave Husser! but to "destroy" the one 
who held Husser! back-Descartes himself. 

Thus can we better understand why Descartes occupies so much of 
Heidegger's attention: the chronological importance of the debate that 
he provokes ensues from the phenomenological radicality of the question 
that he poses-precisely by not posing it. To think Descartes means, for 
Heidegger, certainly not to repeat the establishment of the ego, as was 
attempted, each in his own way, by Hegel, Schelling, and Husser!, or even 
to overturn it like Nietzsche, but to destroy it in order to make appear, 
as the phenomenon that it hitherto concealed, the mode of Being of the 
ego (or of what is supposed to take its place) such as it is distinguished 
from the mode of Being of inner-worldly beings. Destroying the ego is not 
reducible to abolishing it ontically, but undertakes to free its ontological 
dignity-in short, destroying the ego opens access to Dasein. In this sense, 
within Heidegger's thought Descartes has no other privilege than that of 
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the obstacle par excellence that prohibits the ontological fulfillment of 
phenomenology by blocking it with the ego and by thus masking Dasein. 

3. The First Omission: The Indetermination of the "Ego Sum" 

In 1927, and consistent with what has been outlined since 1921, Descartes 
intervenes in Sein und Zeit as "a supreme counter-example." A counterex
ample, exactly an extreme countercase ( Gegenfall) of the ontological 
problematic of worldhood, Descartes therefore pushes phenomenology 
to its final extremity by failing to recognize the way of Being of the beings 
of the world; but this being the case, he calls into question-such as we 
shall see-the way of Being of all beings, beginning with Dasein. Indeed, 
"since the interpretation of the world first begins with an intra-worldly 
being, in order then to lose sight completely of the phenomenon of 
the world, let us try to clarifY ontologically this point of departure by 
considering perhaps the most extreme development to which it ever 
led [in seiner vielleicht extremsten Durchfiihrung]," namely the Cartesian 
ontology of the world. In this extremity, moreover, it is also a question of 
"the phenomenological destruction of the 'cogito sum,' "which Heidegger 
announces, as the third part of his debate with Descartes, after §§ 19-
20, just outlined in § 21 and put off to the unpublished "Second Part, 
Division 2. "19 In fact, the reproach addressed to Descartes applies to two 
omissions, that with respect to the world, and that also with respect to 
the ego, whose two ways of Being are missed equally, if in different ways. 
It is necessary to remark, moreover, that the reproach made to Descartes 
precedes the famous analysis of the res extensa from§§ 18-21,20 where 
there is only a first confirmation, appearing first with regard to the cogito 
sum, already in the introduction to Sein und Zeit; this one holds, let us 
stress, for the entire plan announced in § 8, and therefore also for the 
unpublished part. The principle that institutes subjectivity within all of 
modern philosophy displays two characteristics: it claims to announce an 
absolutely certain beginning and, at the same time, it misses the thought 
of Being by masking the esse in the sum which is itself still left unthought 
under the shadow cast by the ego, which is alone thought in evidence: 
"In the course of this history, certain privileged domains of Being have 
come into view and have served as the primary guides for subsequent 
problematics (the ego cogito of Descartes, the subject, the I, reason, spirit, 
the person). But these domains, consistent with the complete omission 
[Versiiumnis] of the question of Being, remain uninterrogated as to Being 
and the structure of their Being." Or again: 
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In taking over Descartes' ontological position Kant made an essential 
omission [ein wesentliches Versiiumnis]: he failed to provide an ontology 
of Dasein. This omission was a decisive one in the spirit of Descartes' 
ownmost tendencies. With the "cogito sum" Descartes had claimed that 
he was putting philosophy on a new and firm footing. But what he left 
undetermined [unbestimmt] in this "radical" beginning was the mode of 
Being of the res cogitans, or more precisely the meaning of the Being of the 
"sum". The elaboration of the implicit ontological foundations of the 
cogito sum is what marks the second stage along the path of the destructive 
return toward the history of ontology. Our interpretation not only proves 
that Descartes had necessarily to omit [versiiumen] the question of Being 
in general, but it even shows why he was able to suppose that the absolute 
"Being-certain" of the cogito exempted him from raising the question of 
the meaning of Being of that being.21 

Several remarks become unavoidable here. (1) In its§ 6, Sein und 
Zeit questions Descartes first and above all with regard to the meaning of 
the Being of the sum; or rather, the Cartesian omission of the meaning of 
Being in general is indicated first and above all in the ego cogito; only the 
order of the first part and the absence of the second can give the reader 
the feeling that, within his debate with Descartes, Heidegger privileges 
the doctrine of the res extensa. With regard to this, one is dealing only 
with a particular failure (to think the phenomenon of the world), which 
is inscribed in the universal failure to think the way of Being ofbeings and, 
to begin with, of Dasein. (2) Nevertheless, the ego cogito and the res extensa 
offer to the phenomenological destruction undertaken by Sein und Zeit 
the case of two comparable "omissions": Descartes fails to recognize the 
ego's way of Being because he sticks to the certitude of its existence, with
out distinguishing a particular epistemic category from an ontologically 
determined existential; and if he sticks here to certitude, it is because he 
limits himself to transposing it into the ego starting from the domain 
where he first experienced it epistemically, the object of methodical 
science, extension. For if epistemically the object depends on the ego ac
cording to a tacit and undefined ontology (a gray ontology, let us say), the 
ego borrows from the res extensa in order to carry out its own interpreta
tion through certitude. In all cases, the two "omissions" go hand in hand, 
displaying the same insufficiency: the indetermination of the meaning 
of Being. (3) The two dimensions of this single insufficiency anticipate 
exactly the two regions distinguished by Husserl: the absolute region of 
consciousness, on the one hand, and the relative region of worldly things, 
on the other. And just as Descartes fails to think them as such, so Husser! 
fails to think their respective meanings of Being. It is therefore suitable 
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to take up and to specify the two failures of which Sein und Zeit accuses 
Descartes as integral parts of the "destruction" of the history of on to logy 
and therefore, positively, to understand them again as a breakthrough 
beyond the phenomenological obstacle presented by Descartes. 

Habitually taken as the thinker of the cogito sum, Descartes could 
therefore more properly be characterized by a radical inability to think 
that very same cogito sum, or at least to think the sum on the basis of the 
esse; on the contrary, Descartes reduces sum to cogito and cogito to sum. 
The ego itself is characterized only by an epistemic determination-that 
of the absolutely certain first principle which renders possible the certain 
knowledge of other beings. The extension of certitude, which goes from 
the known being back to the knowing ego, satisfies the generalized 
requirements of method only by leaving proportionally indeterminate 
and shadowy the question of the meaning of Being for the ego. The 
more that epistemic certitude invades ever more extended domains of 
being so as to render them homogenous as so many cogitata, the more 
the whole of being betrays the deep indetermination in which it is left 
by the forgetting ~f any interrogation concerning what, each time, Being 
me.ans for each bemg or each domain of beings. This first affects the ego, 
wh1ch, by absorbing, so to speak, the esse in the sum and the sum in itself, 
assures in itself only its own ontological failure. This indetermination 
~ar~s the fir~t a~d radical omission of Descartes: " ... a total ontolog
Ical mdetermmat10n of the res cogitans sive mens sive animus"; or again: 
"D~scartes, to whom one attributes the discovery of the cogito sum as the 
pomt of departure for modern philosophical questioning, examined
within certain limits-the cogitare of the ego. On the other hand, he leaves 
the s~~ totally unelucidated [ unerortet], even though he posits it just 
as ongmally as the cogito. "22 By stigmatizing such an indetermination 
Heidegger in no way contests, however, the certitude of the knowledg~ 
of the ego as cogito; it is even very remarkable that he never engages in the 
debate, as common as it is facile and lazy, to call into question the certitude 
of the reasons that end up demonstrating the first, absolutely indubitable 
a~d necessa~y existence of the ego as cogito. Heidegger contests an entirely 
different pomt-namely, that epistemic certitude, which delivers the ego 
~s the first certain object for the knowledge that, finally, the ego itself 
IS, sh~uld suffice to determine ontologically the ego's characteristic way 
of Be1~g. !hrough ~is very silence on this point, Descartes postulates 
th~ ~mvonty of certitude (which keeps the same meaning and the same 
vahd1ty .wh~n i~ goes from known objects back to the knowing subject); 
that umvonty IS founded (like, moreover, the medieval univocatio entis) 
only on~ deep indeterm~nation. Or better: the certitude remains not only 
ontolog1cally undetermmed, but above all indifferent to the question 
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bearing on the ways of Being of the meaning of Being. Descartes first 
claims that certitude applies in the same sense to the whole (nevertheless 
heterogeneous) series of cogitatum-cogito-ego; then he postulates that, just 
as the cogitatum is, ever since the gray ontology of the Regulae, supposed 
to find the correct determination of its mode of Being in certitude, so 
the ego requires no determination of the meaning of its Being other 
than, again, certitude alone. The certitude of the ego cogito therefore 
does not abolish the indetermination in it of the sum and of the esse but 
rather reinforces that indetermination. The evident certitude of the ego 
allows Descartes only to desert any interrogation of the mode of Being 
implied by that very certitude and leads him to conside~ the me~ning 
of its Being as self-evident, evident by itself. "Nota est ommbus essenttae ab 
existentia distinctio," he responded to Hobbes.23 Descartes thus not only 
omits the question of the meaning of Being of the sum; he masks this 
omission itself, in blinding himself with the epistemic evidence of the 
cogito. Descartes's first omission is accomplished by omitting itself. 

This omission of the omission nevertheless decides the ego's way of 
Being, precisely because it does not explicitly determine that way of Being: 
if Descartes does not think its sum as such, he will think it implicitly on 
the model of intra-worldly being, following a "reflection [Ruckstrahlung] 
of the understanding of the world on the explication of Dasein," for 
"Dasein . .. is inclined to fall [verfallen] upon the world where it is and 
to interpret itself reflectively [ reluzent] on the basis of that world. "

24 
The 

way of Being of intra-worldly being thus becomes, precisely because there 
lacks any approach to the meaning of Being of the ego, the pole of 
attraction and of interpretation of the way of Being of intra-worldly being. 
The Cartesian ego (like, moreover, its substitutes and derivatives within 
the metaphysical tradition, up to and including its Husserlian avatar) 
differs essentially from Dasein in this: it is not according to its proper 
way of Being, and therefore it is not thought according to its proper way, 
but, first and always, it runs aground on intra-worldly being and imports 
upon itself intra-worldly being's improper way of Being. It is certainly 
an ego only by not being according to its Being-epistemic certitude, 
ontologically undetermined. The Cartesian ego is lost the very in~tant it 
finds itself and precisely because it finds itself in the mode of certitude. 

4. The Second Omission: The Permanence of Intra-Worldly Being 

The impropriety is here doubled, for just as the Cartesian interpretation 
of the ego omits its way of Being and also fails to understand this first 
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omission; just as the absence of that interpretation delivers the ego to 
engulfment in the mode of Being of intra-worldly beings to which it 
nevertheless does not in principle belong; so finally the interpretation 
of the mode of Being of intra-worldly beings omits, in Descartes, the 
phenomenon of the world so as to substitute for it the univocal and 
minimal subsistence of presence-at-hand ( Vorhandenheit). According to 
an analysis that is as well known as it is ambiguous and ephemeral,25 
the worldhood of the world is manifested less by the subsistence of 
beings present-at-hand ( vorhanden) than by their play in the capacity of 
equipment that is manipulable and ready-to-hand; in this play, beings are 
defined by that for which they can serve ( um zu), in a finality that, under 
the diverse aspects of interest, of utility, offunction, of organization, etc., 
ultimately depends on "what it is all about" (Bewandtnis), and therefore on 
Dasein itself, which thus opens the world in its worldhood. The subsistence 
of being present-at-hand ( Vorhandenheit) follows from Zuhandenheit only 
through the reduction and impoverishment of being ready-to-hand to 
the sole requirements of theory; the object required by the theoretical 
attitude must only remain, isolated as an atom of evidence, permanent 
as a perfect subsistence, neutralizing all finality as purely objective. The 
object of the theoretical attitude is obtained through reduction, abstrac
tion, and method; it does not precede the being that is usable and ready
to-hand, but follows from it through impoverishment and elimination. 
That operation, which thus reverses the phenomenological preeminence 
of Zuhandenheit over Vorhandenheit, results from Descartes. The privilege 
that method accords to mathematical knowledge in fact does not rest 
for him on some intrinsic excellence of that science, but on its aptitude 
for reaching the certitude and permanent subsistence of an object; the 
primacy accorded to mathematics results, according to Descartes, from 
the privilege, immediately conceded to permanent subsistence alone, of 
certain objectivity as the sole meaning of intra-worldly being. 

What has a mode of Being of the kind that measures up to the Being that 
is accessible to mathematical knowledge is in the proper sense. That being 
is what always is what it is; this is why what constitutes the real Being of 

beings experienced in the world is that which has the character of constant 

remaining [des stiindigen Verbleibs], as remanens capax mutationum .. .. Far 
from allowing the mode of Being of intraworldly beings to be given 
beforehand by those beings, Descartes, on the contrary, prescribes to 
the world its "veritable" Being on the basis of an idea of Being (Being = 

constant Being-present-at-hand [Sein = stiindige Vorhandenheit]) that is no 
more legitimated in its own right than it is unveiled in its origin. 
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The permanence of being as an object present-at-hand, "stiindige D~ng
vorhandenheit, "26 establishes the meaning of Being of intra-worldly bemg 
only by degrading it in an acceptation that imposes ~ertitude upon it, at 
the expense of the phenomenality of the world. The mterpretauon of ~e
ing in general as permanent subsistence present-at-hand ( Vor~andenhezt) 
does not only omit the meaning of the Being of the ego by leavmg the sum 
in it undetermined as such; it omits also and to begin with the meaning of 
the Being of intra-worldly being, of which it nevertheless claims to assure 
perfect knowledge. The two omissions come together in a common and 
more originary failure to think the Being of any being. 

What assessment can the historian of philosophy-if at least, by a 
fragile hypothesis, he can be isolated from the p~ilosopher-g~ve o~ such 
an analysis and "destruction" of Descartes? Wtthout launch~ng mto a 
more ample discussion that it would be necessary to carry out m another 

framework, we shall stick to three remarks. 
1. Heidegger confirms that the stiindige Vorhandenheit obfuscates and 

occupies the meaning of Being by raising the Cartesian interpretatio~ of 
the res extensa as substantia, itself reduced to what remanet ( = verblezbt) 
in any reduction.27 This reference is obviously very exact; however, it 
masks another reference, which attributes permanence (remanet) first 
and directly to the ego before the res extensa itself; for, before asking 
"Remanetne adhuc eadem cera?" and responding "Remanere Jatendum est," 
thus before encountering the res extensa (which, it is necessary to repeat, 
does not intervene in the analysis of the piece of wax), Descartes had 
already reduced the ego to the cogito " ... ut ita tandem praecise rema~eat 
illud tantum quod certum est et inconcussum. "28 If permanence cha~actenzes 
certitude as the (missed) way of Being, then it would have to mtervene 
already with the first certitude, and, in fact, it does indeed interven~ 
with the existence of the ego; thus it is with respect to the ego that tt 
would have been necessary to carry out the diagnostic of permanent 
subsistence: each time that it thinks, the ego remains. To miss such a 
Cartesian reference is surprising on the part of one who knows Descartes 
as precisely as Heidegger, and all the more inso~ar as this first rem~ining 
confirms, far from weakening, the whole thesis put forth by Sem und 
Zeit: Vorhandenheit does not determine only intra-worldly being, but flows 
back, through reflection (Ruckstrahlung), upon the ego itself ~nd ~loses 
all access for it to its true Being. One might respond, and qmte nghtly, 
that§§ 19-21, treating worldhood only such as Descartes misses it, .did not 
have either to know or to mention a text treating the Vorhandenhezt of the 
ego. However, even if one accepts this response, another question arises: 
Did Heidegger have to use the remaining of the ego, in the Second Part, 
Division 2, dedicated to the "ontological foundation of Descartes' 'cogito 
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'":J29 W' h' h' h h · sum . 1t m t ts ypot es1s alone, he would have taken more from a 
text that backs hi~ .up at the very moment when, apparently, he ignores it. 
. 2. The ~missiOn of the meaning of Being in general is indicated 
In the Cartesian texts by the insufficiency of the doctrine of substance. 
On th~ o~e hand, !feideg~er notes pertinently, substance is reputed as 
not affectmg us duectly, ... non potest substantia primum animadverti 
ex hoc solo: quo~ sit. res existens, quia hoc solum per se nos non afficit. "30 

Th~s, th~ m:estigatwn concerning substance turns straightaway toward 
an mvesugatwn concerning its principal attribute, while substance itself 
remains in principle unknown in itself. There follows a fundamental 
"~qu~vocity:• of the t~rm,31 which confuses its ontological acceptation 
With It~ on tic acceptatiOn, so as to evade all the more easily the complete 
desertion of the first and take refuge in the treatment of the second. 
The debate, to which Descartes gives priority, concerning the distinction 
between finite and infinite substance only reinforces the fundamental 
orientatio~ tow~rd the s?lely ontic acceptation of substantia; in no way 
does the Cartesian treatise on substantia, in Principia, I, §§ 51-54, take 
up. the di.scussion, w?ich is ontological at least in intention, of oucria by 
Aristotle m Metaphyszcs Z. This reproach ofHeidegger to Descartes seems 
to us essentially justified. 
. . The debate becomes deeper in a second critique, which is less 

~ISible but .more important. In submitting the ontological to the on tic 
m substantw,, Descartes necessarily confuses the ontological difference: 
"The antic being substituted for the ontological, the expression substantia 
functions sometimes in the ontological sense, sometimes in the ontic 
~ense, but ~ost often in a confused ontico-ontological sense. But what 
IS harbored m this imperceptible difference [ Unterschied] of signification 
is the i.~a~ility to master the fundamental problem of Being." To this 
gr~ndsatzluhes Grundproblem, Heidegger adds a note in his personal copy, 
a Simple phrase, ontologische Differenz.32 A decisive addition! For it reveals 
t?at by obscuring the ontological within substantia Descartes first gave 
~Ise t? the ~poria wherein Husserl was supposed to be caught when he 
Imagm~d h.Ims.elf a?le to distinguish substances (or "regions") solely 
by ontic cntena, Without undertaking to distinguish their respective 
modes of Being (ontologically). It reveals, next, that Descartes failed to 
confront the difference between Being and beings, which alone would 
have allowed him to establish ontologically the distinction between beings 
or su~stances. The conve~gence of t~ese two omissions-of the meaning 
of Bemg of the ego, and of the meanmg of Being of intra-worldly being
flows ~nally fr~m the original evasion before the ontological difference. 
The rei~tegratw~ of Descartes within the history of metaphysics, through 
what Sem und Zett as yet names only the "destruction of the history of 
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ontology," had, moreover, to finish by revealing in him the essential 
trait of metaphysics: the failure to recognize the difference between 
Being and beings. Since in Sein und Zeit this difference remains implicit, 
though really at work, it stigmatizes Descartes only under the form of 
the two omissions of the meaning of Being of beings. That, however, is 
sufficient to bring out the ontologically Cartesian genealogy of Husserl's 
phenomenological insufficiencies-which it was a matter of showing. 

3. Could one not, however, object to the analysis of Sein und Zeit 
that Descartes does indeed elaborate a thought of the world? Is not the 
worldhood of the world set up as an explicit problem to begin with when 
the ego asks itself whether it is alone in the world, "me solum esse in mundo, "33 
and then when it undertakes to prove the existence of the world in the 
Sixth Meditation? From these two references, one must on the contrary 
draw an argument in favor of the thesis of SeinundZeit. In the first case, the 
ego reaches other possible beings only starting from itself, that is, from 
the ideae that it can have of such beings; thus representation determines 
them in advance as certain objects, and therefore according to subsisting 
persistence ( Vorhandenheit), with God constituting no exception to this 
determination and, symptomatically, the other person finding in it no 
free place.34 In the second case, the very fact that the "existence of the 
external world" must be proved constitutes-more than the absence 
of convincing proof which Kant deplored in taking up the Cartesian 
plan35_the real phenomenological "scandal"; for the world can owe its 
existence to such a proof only inasmuch as it is first reduced to the level 
of a representation that awaits actuality, that is, the level of Vorhandenheit. 
To prove (or not) the existence of the world presupposes that one has 
already neglected the worldhood of the world-its appearance within the 
phenomenological horizon. 

The two omissions in Descartes therefore constitute only one
to have grasped "the Being of 'Dasein' ... in the very same way as the 
Being of the res extensa-namely, as substance." Thus he determines Kant: 
'"Consciousness of my Dasein' means for Kant a consciousness of my 
Being-present-at-hand [ Vorhmidensein] in the sense of Descartes. When 
Kant uses the term 'Dasein' he has in mind the Being-present-at-hand of 
consciousness just as much as the Being-present-at-hand of things [ sowohl 
das Vorhandensein des Bewujltseins wie das Vorhandensein der Dinge]. "36 

5. "Dasein" as a "Destruction" of the "Ego" 

Descartes's two omissions of the thought of the meaning of Being lead 
back therefore, in the end, to a single inability to think the Being of 
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beings without recourse to Vorhandenheit; that inability itself results from 
the failure to recognize the ontological difference-at least understood 
according to its negative formulation: "Being can never be explained by 
b . "37Th . emgs. e ego Is set up by Descartes, and after him by Kant no less 
than by Hegel, as a being which is privileged to the point that it must 
account for all other beings and take the place of any meaning of Being 
in them; in short, it must guarantee them ontically and legitimate them 
ontologically. But at the same time, and in an increasing measure, its 
own meaning of Being remains, first of all, completely undetermined. 
The indetermination of the ego cogito in its mode of Being overruns 
all the other beings and deprives them of any ontological solidity-"the 
ontological groundlessness [ ontologische Bodenlosigkeit] of the problematic 
of the Self [Selbst] from Descartes' res cogitans to the Hegelian concept 
of spirit." In other words, "if idealism signifies tracing every being back 
to a ~u.bject or to a consciousness having the distinctive privilege of 
remammg undetermined [unbestimmt] in their Being and of being able 
at the very most to be characterized negatively as 'non-things,' then that 
idealism is no less naive on the methodological level than the crudest 

I. "38 C I h rea Ism. onsequent y, w at separates Descartes (and those whom he 
made possible) from the question concerning the meaning of Being is 
exactly equivalent to ,what separates the ego cogito from Dasein. Dasein 
maintains within itself an echo of what the ego [cogito] already exhibits: 
Da-, here, in this unique place where all the rest can then take place; 
but with the ego cogito the rest has the status only of cogitatum, because I 
limit myself, or rather I is limited in the capacity of ego, to cogitare; on 
the contrary, starting from Dasein, the Da- accords to the rest of being 
nothing less than sein, nothing less than to be. There where the ego gives 
to be thought, or rather to make itself be thought (or even to make 
itself simple thought) without ever giving Being in a determinate and 
determining sense, Dasein gives Being by determining the way of Being 
of the other beings, because it itself, in advance and according to its 
privilege, determines itself to be according to its own way of Being. To 
be sure, the ego is, but it is without thinking about it, since it thinks 
?nly about thinking its thinkable things, whose respective ways of Being 
It do~s no_t est~bli~h a_ny more than it is itself determined in its own way 
of Bemg; m thmkmg Itself as being only through and for the exercise of 
the cogitatio, it masks, through the epistemic evidence of its nevertheless 
ontologically loose existence, and then through the certitude of the other 
su~sistent ~ruths, the total absence of decision concerning the Being of 
bei?gs, which are reduced to the level of pure and simple cogitata. Ego 
cogzto, not ego ~um, nor Dasein-the very formula that Descartes privileges 
betrays what mdetermination disqualifies it ontologically and the two 
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omissions that it commits. From this point on, the whole interpretation 
of Descartes by Sein und Zeit would have to be thematizable within the 
sole opposition between the ego cogito and Dasein, consistent with the 
declaration of principle that "the res cogitans, which does not coincide 
with Dasein either ontically or ontologically .... "39 

These oppositions remain to be developed. According to the first, 
ontically, the res cogitans does not coincide with Dasein; indeed, the res 
cogitans has only an on tic consciousness of itself (from the point of view 
of Dasein), whereas Dasein is not identified (from the point of view of the 
res cogitans) as being itself another res cogitans. Although Heidegger never 
presents this opposition explicitly, it can nevertheless be reconstructed, 
in at least three ways. 

1. The ego is a res that shares the realitas of intra-worldly beings, 
whether they be present-at-hand or ready-to-hand; on the contrary, "the 
Being of Dasein was at the same time delimited in relation to [abgegrenzt 
gegen] modes of Being (Being-ready-to-hand, Being-present-at-hand, re
ality [Zuhandenheit, Vorhandenheit, Realitiit]) that characterize the being 
that is not to the measure of Dasein. "40 The res of the ego leads to 
the Husserlian impossibility of distinguishing effectively the region of 
consciousness from the region of the world; on the contrary, Dasein does 
not count among the real terms, nor does it admit anything real in itself, 
because it precedes and renders possible the mode of Being of reality. 

2. The ego is defined by the absolute primacy in it of the theoretical 
attitude; it is born from doubt; but this very doubt becomes practicable 
only inasmuch as every immediate, urgent, useful, and necessary relation 
has disappeared: " ... no conversation ... no cares or passions," " ... 
curis omnibus exsolvi." On the contrary, "scientific research is neither the 
only, nor the closest possible mode of Being ofthis being [i.e., Dasein] "; 
indeed, Dasein relates to the world in the mode of preoccupation, which 
manipulates and utilizes beings as ready-to-hand, and therefore without 
the least disinterest; the theoretical attitude befalls Dasein only after the 
fact and as through subtraction: "In order for knowing [Erkennen] to 
become possible, as a circunispective determination of the present-at
hand [des Vorhandenen], there must first be a deficiency in our preoccupied 
having-to-do with the world."41 Dasein is not limited to maintaining the 
theoretical attitude, in rejecting the so-called "natural" attitude (in fact, 
the preoccupation that makes use of being inasmuch as ready-to-hand), 
but assures and passes beyond both, because, more radically, it is Dasein 
that, ontologically, first renders them possible. 

3. Finally, the res cogitans is confined to the domain of the cogitatio 
and relegates to other res that of extensio, according to an almost irreme
diable caesura; consequently, the res cogitans escapes space, which it also 
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lets escape. Dasein, on the contrary, because it is not first defined by the 
representation of present-at-hand ( vorhanden) being, does not exclude 
a fundamental spatiality. The "spatiality of Dasein" has to do with the 
de-severing (Entfernung) through which it abolishes the distance of a 
being with respect to itself; such a nullification of distance, and thus a de
severing, modulates the original ecstasy of Dasein, its Being-in-the-world. 
As opposed to the subject of idealism, issuing from the ego cogito, "the 
'subject,' if well understood ontologically, Dasein, is spatiaJ."42 Dasein is 
neither nonextended in the way of the ego cogito, nor is it extended in the 
way of the material res: it is spatial, or, in other words, not nonextended. 
Thus, Dasein, by refusing to take on the common title of res, is not 
restrained in face of the res cogitans but on the contrary surpasses it, in 
not being limited either to the theoretical attitude or to nonextension. 
It is perfectly confirmed that, taken as a being, Dasein does not coincide 
with the res cogitans. 

But, as the "ontic characteristic of Dasein consists in the fact that it 
is ontological," its ontic opposition to the res cogitans can only prepare 
the ontological distinction that distinguishes it from the res cogitans (this 
time on the basis of itself and not at all of the res cogitans). No doubt, 
the res cogitans can claim, like Dasein, a multifarious "primacy," but not 
such an "ontological primacy." On at least three points the opposition 
between them becomes irreducible. 

1. In Dasein, its Being is at issue; it is peculiar to this being to have 
to decide on its mode of Being and, in that decision, not only is its 
(mode of) Being at issue, but Being as such, and therefore the mode 
of Being of other beings, which themselves do not have to decide on 
the one or the other. 43 Dasein maintains with itself a surprising relation 
of uncertainty: far from assuring itself of itself in knowing itself as such, 
it knows itself only in admitting what play is at play in it-the play of its 
Being or more exactly the play of Being put into play, always to be decided 
in the case of this privileged being. Dasein knows itself authentically only 
by recognizing itself as an undecided and all the more uncertain stake, 
which will never and must never be rendered certain. Dasein plays-in the 
~ense that wood has play: it maintains a gap, an articulation, a mobility, 
m order that the fold of Being, everywhere else invisible, should unfold, 
turning on that being like a panel on a hinge. Such a play, in the end 
beyon~ both incertitude and certitude, decidedly opposes Dasein to the 
ego _cogtto. No doubt, Heidegger is textually wrong to characterize the ego 
cogtto as fundamentum inconcussum; however, Descartes does indeed aim 
in it at a "jundamentum, cui omnis certitudo niti posses," at some "fairly solid 
foundations"; and Descartes does indeed wish it to be unshakable: "min
imum quid . .. certum et inconcussum"; it is even notable that he thinks it 
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according to the persistence of Vorhandenheit: "quidjirmum et mansurum"; 
even more, the ego itself immediately takes the form of a foundation, 
or better an autarchic and sufficient fund: "a fund that is entirely my 
own. "44 In thinking itself, the ego takes hold of itself as full owner; not 
only is incertitude overcome, but the certitude of the fund, henceforth 
definitive, will be extended to every other cogitatum to come; the ego, to 
be sure, decides itself, but in order to abolish all play in the certitude of 
self; and if in the future the ego decides other beings, it will be in order to 
reduce them, as so many cogitata, to its own certitude. Thus Dasein opens 
a play, that of the Being of other beings, through its own, there where 
the ego closes all incertitude, first in itself, and then in the cogitata. 

2. Dasein exists, but existence is defined in its turn as possibility: 
"Dasein always understands itself in terms of its existence, in terms of a 
possibility of itself to be itself or not to be itself." To exist means: to be 
outside of oneself, in such a way as to be only in the mode of being
able-to-be, in accordance with the stakes that essentially establish this 
being in a fundamental play with its Being, and therefore with Being 
itself; existence implies the ecstasy of Dasein outside of itself in the play 
of Being on which it is up to Dasein to decide. When the res cogitans 
grabs hold of itself with certitude in saying "ego sum, ego existo,"45 1t 
immediately interprets its sum, and therefore its Being, as an existence. 
Is it a matter of the existence that characterizes Dasein? On the contrary, 
specifies Heidegger: "if we choose existence to designate the Being of this 
being [i.e., Dasein], this term does not and cannot have the ontological 
signification of the traditional term existentia; existentia is ontologically 
[exactly] tantamount to Being-present-at-hand [Vorhandensein], a mode 
of Being that is essentially foreign to the being that has the character of 
Dasein." Is it necessary to prove that Descartes in fact understands existentia 
as the counterpart simply of possible essence, which it abolishes in certain 
and univocal permanence? He himself does not even define existence, 
insofar as he considers it as self-evident. "Neminem enim unquam extitisse tam 
stupidum crediderim, qui prius quid sit existentia edocendus fuerit, antequam se 
esse concludere potuerit atque afjitmare. "46 For the ego cogito, existentia means 
entrance into Vorhandenheit; for Dasein, existence signifies exit from self 
and transcendence with regard to Vorhandenheit, in order to enter into 
the possibility that, definitively, it is. 

3. Finally, "it belongs essentially to Dasein to be in the world." 
Contrary to its Husserlian limit, intentionality is not restricted to the 
theoretical attitude because the relation to the world does have to do 
first with the constitution of things; intentionality is broadened and 
radicalized to the point of opening the /, immediately and from itself, 
to something like a world; thus alone can the Being of other beings be 
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at issue in a being. This critique of Husser!, which in an important way 
motivated the publication of Sein und Zeit and which runs throughout the 
whole work, is also valid against Descartes, by virtue of the "affinity" that 
unites them. Descartes, indeed, reaches the ego cogito on the hypothesis 
of its independence with respect to the whole possible world; the ego 
appears in fact when and on condition that the beings of the world 
disappear under hyperbolic doubt; the ego is thus defined as "a substance 
whose whole essence or nature is simply to think, and which does not 
require any place, or depend on any material thing, in order to exist. "47 

Thus Heidegger is perfectly well founded in speaking (with regard to 
Husser! and Kant, and thus also with regard to Descartes) of a "worldless 
I [weltlose lch]," of a "worldless subject [weltlose Suf1ekt]."48 The classic 
difficulties of an opening to the world in Cartesianism do not have to 
be recalled here; they would sufficiently confirm the diagnostic given by 
Heidegger. Thus Dasein in no way rediscovers itself in the res cogitans, since 
the ego could be defined on the basis of Dasein as its strict reverse: the 
being for whom its own Being is not an issue. Reciprocally, Dasein could 
be defined, on the basis of the ego cogito, as its reverse: the being that is 
not inasmuch as it thinks (itself). Dasein therefore maintains with the ego 
cogito a relation of "destruction." 

6. "Dasein" as a Confirmation of the "Ego" 

Such a relation of "destruction," however, would not make any sense if 
there were not in the ego, such as it limits itself to thinking, already an 
ontology; for the "destruction" always bears on "the history of ontology." It 
is therefore necessary to presuppose for the ego a metaphysical situation, 
which inscribes it within the history of the ignored ontological difference; 
there follows a reexamination of the case of the ego cogito such as it 
still deploys a figure of the Being of being, although in an obscure and 
forgetful mode. But this historical (or rather historial) presupposition 
would not have any legitimacy if the ego cogito could not establish its 
ontological pertinence, even inauthentic and obfuscated, no longer in 
the course of the history of ontology but in the "new beginning"; if only 
to maintain its hermeneutic role toward and within metaphysics, the ego 
must keep in itself a reserve and potentiality of Being. It remains to be 
examined, therefore, whether Sein und Zeit does justice, if only partially, 
to these two postulations of the ego cogito. 

From the-dominant-point of view of its "omission," the Cartesian 
ego is absolutely denied the manifestation of the meaning of Being, a 
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property that characterizes Dasein alone. The ontico-ontological antag
onism between the ego cog;ito and Dasein appeared clearly enough (§ 5 
above) that, without insisting on it or weakening it, we would nevertheless 
counterbalance it with the remark of another relation between these same 
antagonists. To be sure, the ego cog;ito presents itself to Dasein as its most 
rigorous adversary; and yet Dasein would not have such an urgent need 
to destroy it if Dasein did not find in it, as in a delinquent outline, some 
of its own most characteristic traits: indeed, Dasein cannot not recognize 
itself in at least four characteristics of the ego cog;ito, according to a rivalry 
that is all the more troubling insofar as the similitudes only sharpen it. 

1. Dasein "does not have an end [Ende] at which it just stops, but 
it exists finitely [existiert endlich] "; finitude is not added as if from the 
outside to an existence which, thus, simply would not have an indefinite 
(endlose) duration; it essentially determines Dasein, which is only for a 
term, its own death, according to a temporality of the future; marking 
Being-toward-death, finitude opens access for Dasein to its characteristic 
ecstatic temporality, according to the privilege of the future, in oppo
sition to the temporality of Vorhandenheit, which privileges the present 
as remaining. But the ego cog;ito is just as well characterized by finitude: 
"cum sim finitus"; 49 this finitude does not have only an anthropological 
function (the ego has to die, it lacks several perfections, etc.) but a quasi
ontological function; indeed, finitude alone provokes doubt, and thus 
opens up the cog;itatio, which in its turn establishes the beings of the 
world as so many cog;itata to be constituted; the finitude of the ego thus 
directly determines the meaning of Being for beings other than the ego. 
The pertinence of this rapprochement, of course, remains hidden to and 
by Heidegger, since he envisages the finitude of the ego only within the 
horizon of "the anthropology of Christianity and the ancient world "50 and 
reduces the relation between finite substance and infinite subs~nce to an 
efficient production, so as to deny Cartesian finitude an originaryvalidity. 
It nevertheless remains that the ego can establish both itself as cog;ito and, 
indissolubly, the beings of the world as cog;itata, only because it is ac
cording to an essential finitude; moreover, Heidegger's later meditation 
on the cog;itatio (representation, Vorstellung) will continually develop this 
implication. Therefore, Dasein confirms the ego according to finitude. 

2. There is more: Dasein is that being for whom Being is an issue 
only on the express condition that that Being be its own, in person: "its 
essence lies rather in the fact that in each case it has its Being to be, 
and has it as its own [es je sein Sein als seiniges zu sein hat]"; or again: 
"That Being which is an issue for this being is in each case mine .... 
Because Dasein has in each case mineness Uemeinigkeit], one must always 
use a personal pronoun when one addresses it: 'I am,' 'you are.' ''51 Dasein 

22 

99 
THE EGO AND DASEIN 

could not be itself, namely the one to whom it characteristically belongs 
to put itself into play as a being with Being for its stakes, except in a 
personal capacity; no one can play the role of Dasein in place of anyone 
else; the function of Dasein does not allow any failure to appear; even if it 
is a "you are" that is the Dasein, this you will itself also have to say "I am"; 
Dasein, even and especially played by another than myself, is played in the 
first person because it must be played in person. Thus, even if Dasein does 
not say ego cog;ito to begin with, it can say -sein only by saying "ich bin," and 
therefore "ego sum." Dasein therefore inevitably speaks, at least once, like 
the ego cog;ito: "ego sum," "I am." This meeting appears absolutely decisive. 
Indeed, Descartes did not simply inaugurate the tie between cog;itatio and 
existence in a "subject"; he tied them in a "subject" that itself is always 
interpreted (in the theatrical sense of the term) in the first person, or 
better, as a character (persona, also theatrical) that one must perform in 
person (still theatrically) by assuming the function of an ''1"-by saying 
"1," "hoc pronunciatum, Ego. "52 The successors of Descartes will tend, on 
the contrary, to eliminate this involvement of and with the ego; either 
by replacing the first formula with another, which no one any longer has 
to perform exclusively: "Homo cog;itat" (Spinoza); or else they will abolish 
it, either by subtraction (Malebranche), or by generalization (Leibniz). 
Descartes is distinguished, therefore, not only by the necessary relation 
between the two simple natures ( cog;itatio and existentia), but above all by 
the performance of their necessary tie by the irreplaceable ego. Existence 
befalls man only inasmuch as he thinks, but above all inasmuch as he 
thinks in the position of the ego. Thus Descartes approaches fairly well 
the irreplaceability that characterizes Dasein. Therefore, Dasein confirms 
the ego according to mineness (Jemeinigkeit). 53 

3. The finitude and irreplaceability of Dasein befall it as the being 
for whom its Being is an issue; that way of Being falls to it by virtue 
of its Being-toward-death, for death is its ownmost, its most absolute, 
and its least surmountable possibility; indeed, "death [is] the possibility 
of the pure and simple impossibility of Dasein. "54 For its death, Dasein 
finds itself exposed to its own and final impossibility, as much because 
death remains to us ontically inconceivable (unimaginable), as because 
death puts an end to the possibility that Dasein is (even more than to 
its possibility to "do" this or that thing). Now, the ego knows a similar 
paradox, not, to be sure, with regard to its death, but with regard to 
Its freedom; for possibility opens up, in Cartesian terms, with the free 
will, the only infinite formally in the finite res cog;itans. This free will 
uncovers its impossibility when it confronts the divine omniscience and 
omnipotence, which annihilate the very notion of the possible; in such a 
meeting, the ego cogito does not only confront the impossibility of (free) 
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possibility, which nevertheless imposes itself according to theory; it also 
meets the possibility of impossibility, since it decides, in the practical 
order, to act as if it could act freely, even though it does not understand 
how it can. In each action, the ego cogito comports itself as if it were free 
and as if the impossible (an event not necessarily predetermined by God) 
again became open to the possible. The possibility of the impossible 
can therefore be understood of freedom as of Being-toward-death. Thus, 
Dasein confirms the ego again according to the possibility of impossibility. 

Even if one admits that these convergences rest on indisputable 
textual bases, it would nevertheless still seem dangerous, or even specious, 
to pretend to draw from them as a consequence an essential homogeneity 
between the ego andDasein. No formal similarity seems to counterbalance 
the critique bearing on the ontological indetermination of the ego cogito 
supposedly established in principle by Descartes: "What he left undeter
mined [ unbestimmt] when he began in this 'radical' way, was the kind of 
Being which belongs to the res cogitans, or-more precisely-the meaning 
of the Being of the 'sum. ' "A "complete ontological indetermination [ viillig 
ontologische Unbestimmtheit]" not only gives rise to a "non-determination 
[Nichtbestimmung] of the res cogitans," but it even leaves "the cogitationes 
ontologically undetermined [ unbestimmt]." If ontologically the ego and 
Dasein differ as the undetermined and the determined, is it not necessary 
simply to conclude that, from the strictly ontological point of view of Sein 
und Zeit, they differ absolutely? 

4. But it is precisely this indetermination that, far from leading 
to an opposition without mediation, will suggest a fourth convergence 
that draws the ego near to Dasein at least as much as it first seemed 
to separate them. For Dasein itself-and this is precisely why the exis
tential analytic is required-frees itself only slowly from an inevitable 
indetermination. Thus, when it is a matter of responding to the existen
tial question concerning the who of Dasein, the suspicion imthediately 
arises that "the ontological horizon for the determination of the being 
that is accessible in pure and simple givenness remains fundamentally 
undetermined [ unbestimmt]." Even more, "the Being of Dasein remains 
[itself] onto logically undetermined [ unbestimmt] "55 insofar as the sole de
termining phenomena of anxiety and care do not intervene. Therefore, 
the indetermination that is denounced in the ego cogito concerns Dasein 
just as much-at least provisionally, until the analysis of anxiety; to escape 
ontological indetermination remains a formidable task, whether one is 
dealing with Dasein or the ego, to the point that the final section of Sein 
und Zeit (§ 83) could allow one to suppose that a sufficient determination 
of the horizon of givenness has not yet been attained.56 But there is 
more: the indetermination put forward against the ego and affecting 
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Dasein as an insufficiency can also receive a positive phenomenological 
characterization at certain decisive moments within the elucidation of 
Dasein. In other words, the indetermination can sometimes become an 
ontological determination, when it manifests the disappearance of any 
determination of Dasein by beings. Such a reversal can be located in at 
least three circumstances. 

1. During the experience of anxiety, Dasein suffers an absolutely 
indistinct mood, for "that before which anxiety is anxious is totally un
determined [das Wovor der Angst ist viillig unbestimmt]. Not only does this 
indetermination [ Unbestimmtheit] leave factually undecided what intra
worldly being threatens, but it signifies that in general it is not intra
worldly being that is 'relevant.' " Anxiety therefore deploys a mood that 
is "totally undetermined" (in the very terms first put forward against the 
ego) whereby Dasein no longer confronts this or that being, but pre6sely 
the impossibility of identifYing any being in face of which to flee; the fact 
that no determinate being can any longer come to determine anxiety 
as a specific fear determines the nothing as such; thus, "the peculiar 
indetermination of that alongside which Dasein finds itself in anxiety 
comes to expression: the nothing and the nowhere. "57 In short, through 
the ontic indetermination of anxiety, Dasein reaches its ontological de
termination; its transcendence with regard to being is accomplished only 
through radical on tic indetermination (the nothing); only thus can it be 
determined in its Being. 

2. In Being-toward-death, the indetermination reappears in an in
disputably phenomenological function. Indeed, death implies, precisely 
so that and because it is certain, a temporal indetermination: "Along 
with the certainty of death goes the indetermination [ Unbestimmtheit] of 
its when." It is precisely the conjunction of the certainty of death with its 
indetermination that opens it up as the possibility of Dasein: "Death, as 
the end ofDasein, is Dasein 'sown most possibility-non-relational, certain and as 
such indeterminate [gewisse und als solche unbestimmte], not to be outstripped." 
This indetermination-of dying-"originarily opens in anxiety," because 
it is equivalent to the "indetermination [Unbestimmtheit] of being-able-to
be," such as it characterizes and therefore determines ontologically the 
being that can be resolute because it exists-"the indetermination [ Unbes
timmtheit] that rules a being that exists." Not to be determined amounts, 
for Dasein, to being only in the mode of existence, through resoluteness 
and according to possibility-in short, it is equivalent to being deter
mined ontologically. 

3. In tfte analysis of conscience as call and care, the phenomenolog
ical "positivity" of indetermination is explicitly recognized: "The indeter
mination and indeterminability [ Unbestimmtheit und Unbestimmbarkeit] of 
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the caller [Rufer] is not nothing, but a positive characteristic." In fact, it is 
resoluteness itself, such as it frees and sums up all the prior existentials, 
that imposes an essential indetermination-that of existence as such: 
'To resoluteness necessarily belongs the indetermination [ Unbestimmtheit] 
that characterizes any factically thrown Being-able-to-be of Dasein. Res
oluteness is sure of itself only as decision. However, existentiel indeter
mination, being determined in each case in decision alone, possesses its 
existential determinateness [ existentiale Bestimmtheit] from resoluteness. "58 

One must therefore hold as established that the antic indetermination 
of Dasein assures it, precisely, its ontological determination, as the being 
that decides itself with nothing of beings. Dasein decides itself through its 
own resoluteness only inasmuch as nothing of beings determines it and 
inasmuch as it does not determine itself as a being. Related to the initial 
objection made to the ego, what does the "positive" indetermination of 
Dasein signify? At the very least it signifies that the debate is not played 
out between indetermination and determination, but between, on the 
one hand, an ontological indetermination (ego, ontically determined) 
and, on the other hand, an antic indetermination (Dasein, ontologically 
determined by this very possibility}. The opposition therefore concerns 
two indeterminations; the one, ontic, positively assures Dasein of deter
mining itself in its Being, while the other, ontological, negatively leads 
the ego not to be determined in its Being. But does this conflict suffice to 
disqualify the ego definitively? Nothing is less sure, as soon as it belongs 
essentially to Dasein to give itself first as the They and to miss itself as such. 
Everything happens henceforth as if, even in its indetermination, the ego 
were miming Dasein, in the way that the They mimes, in the inauthentic 
mode, the authentic Dasein to which it essentially belongs. 

Thus _ego and Dasein meet according to finitude, mineness, the 
possibility of the impossible, and indetermination. That their similari
ties remain separated, or even opposed, according to authenticity and 
inauthenticity does not suffice to alienate them one from the other
since this final opposition belongs entirely to the existence of Dasein. It 
does not seem so easy to decide phenomenologically between the ego 
and Dasein as strict strangers. But what mime still unites them? 

7. The Repetition of the "Ego" 

What are we to deduce from these conditional confirmations? No doubt 
that the "destruction" of the res cogitans would never have shown such 
an urgency, already with the introduction to Sein und Zeit, ~nd then 
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~hroughou~ the wh.ole work, if Dasein had not been able to recognize 
Itself so easily therem; the ego appeared to Dasein like a failure, but first 
as its own failure, and therefore above all as a danger whose fascination 
imposes its norms and against which it is necessary to resist better than 
did_ Hus~erl. In t~e ceaseless struggle to mark Dasein off from the ego 
cogtto, Sem und Zeit therefore had step by step to locate the ego cogito's 
insufficiencies, highlight its decisions, and invert its orientations; such a 
confrontation, as warlike as it is, cannot avoid a sort of mimetic rivalry, 
where the victor sometimes appears, under some aspect, to be vanquished 
by the vanquished. In short, the ego cogito, precisely because Sein und 
Zeit does not cease to reject it, there appears all the more enigmatic in 
itself and all the more intimately tied to Dasein. The analytic of the one, 
because it advances only with the "destruction" of the other, confirms its 
undecided validity. This paradoxical conclusion could indeed have first 
been that of Heidegger: 

If the ego cogito is to serve as a point of departure for the existential 
analytic, there would have to be not only a reversal [ Umkehrung], but 
even a new ontologico-phenomenologico-phenomenal confirmation 
(Bewiihrung) of its tenor. The first statement would then be "sum," in 
the sense of "l-am-in-a-world." As such a being, "I am" in the possibility 
of Being toward various attitudes [ cogitationes] as [so many] modes of 
Being alongside intra-worldly beings. Descartes, on the contrary, says that 
cogitationes are present-at-hand [ vorhanden] and that in them there is 
conjointly present-at-hand an ego as worldless res cogitans.59 

It is amazing that at the end of the preparatory analytic of Dasein and 
afte~ the essenti~l P.art of its "destruction" of Descartes, Heidegger still 
outlmes the possJbthty of a retranscription of the analytic of Dasein in the 
terr~s-t? be sure, displaced and reinterpreted-of the Cartesian ego. 
~ts h1stonal figure doubtless must have exercised a powerful fascination 
In. ~rder ~hat, surviv!ng its historical avatars and its phenomenological 
cnuque, It should still be referred to. The confirmation here accorded 
the cogito su~ can be justified phenomenologically only if, in a way still 
to be determmed, the formal statement consigned by Descartes can be 
re1~dered manifest under the aspect of another phenomenon than that to 
whtch Descartes, and therefore also Kant and Husser!, limited themselves. 
Concerning the possibility of such a confirmation of what nevertheless 
has jus.t suffered a reversal, it can be a matter only of repeating, in a non
Cartesian mode, Descartes's ego cogito sum. As strange as it may appear, 
the plan of such a repetition has nothing of the hapax about it, not 
only because Sein und Zeit attempted to see it through, but also because 
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even the last seminars still formulate it: 'The paragraphs dedicated to 
Descartes in Sein und Zeit constitute the first attempt to exit from the 
prison of consciousness, or rather no longer to reenter it. It is not at all 
a matter of reestablishing realism against idealism, for by limiting itself 
to assuring that a world exists for the subject, realism remains a tributary 
of Cartesianism. It is rather a matter of managing to think the Greek 
meaning of the syro." To overcome the ego in the direction of the syro 
was no doubt what Heidegger undertook topically by commenting on 
Protagoras and stressing his irreducibility to Descartes.60 But had he not, 
beforehand, accomplished this more radically through the analytic of 
Dasein-a non-Cartesian and perhaps already more than Greek ego? 

And in that case, must one not recognize definitively that in Sein 
und Zeit, in the "destruction" ofthe ego's Cartesian acceptation, the ego 
not only does not definitively disappear, but is born for the first time to 
its authentic phenomenological figure? Even more, would not the "new 
beginning" be inaugurated with the declension of the ego according 
to the not metaphysical, but existential, requirements of Dasein? It is 
therefore necessary to examine how the ego-hood of the ego can attain 
its phenomenological-that is, its non-Cartesian-legitimacy. 

Given Dasein: How does it differ essentially from the beings that are 
not in its mode? In the fact that it is the being for whom its Being is an 
issue, that is, the being for whom Being is in each case its own. But, since 
"the Being which is an issue for this being in its Being is in each case 
mine," it is necessary to admit that "the claim of Dasein, in accordance 
with this being's characteristic mineness, must always speak the personal 
pronoun: 'I am,' 'you are.' " Because it brings the Being in it into play, 
Dasein can only put itself into play, and therefore it can express itself 
only in person, since it can bring itself into play only as an /: "I myself 
am in each case [bin ich je selbst] the being that we call Dasein, and I am 
so as a being-able-to-be for whom it is a matter of Being that being. "61 

Here, the possibility of saying "I am," and therefore of declining Being in 
the first person results from Dasein 's property of bringing itself in person 
into the play of its own Being. The I would have neither interest nor 
legitimacy if, in the capacity of an "existential determination of Dasein," 
it did not have to be and could not be "interpreted existentially," that 
is, if "'1'-hood and ipseity were not conceived existentially." But these 
two terms do not remain equivalent, as if the one could be substituted 
for the other. On the contrary, their existential interpretation demands 
that "the self [Selbst] which the reticence of resolute existence unveils 
be the originary phenomenal ground for the question of the Being of 
the '1.' Only the phenomenal orientation concerning the meaning of 
the Being of authentic being-able-to-be-oneself [ Selbstseinkiinneni puts the 
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meditation in the position of being able to elucidate what ontological 
right might be claimed by substantiality, simplicity, and personality as 
characteristics of ipseity [ Selbstheit]. "62 Selfhood (ipseity, Selbstheit) alone 
renders possible, through its absolute coincidence with self, what might 
be expressed by no matter what personal pronoun, and it therefore assures 
the I of any possible "I am" its authentic possibility; if the Self did not 
determine the I, no being would be such that it might in itself bring 
itself into play in its very Being-precisely because no same would then 
be accessible. Conversely, in its position as They, Dasein claims to stick to 
the I, itself the mere "appearance of a Self [ scheinbare Selbst]. "63 The I can 
therefore say "I am" with perfect existential legitimacy only if it is reduced 
to the essential phenomenon of the Self ( Selbst). But the Self becomes 
visible and given only in the phenomenality of care (Sorge); indeed, "the 
expression 'care of self [Selbstsorge] ... would be a tautology";64 in all 
care, it is indeed precisely of itself, with respect to other beings, that 
Daset·n takes care: it cares only for itself, or rather all care concerns itself 
with other beings only by virtue of the care that the Self thus shows to 
take of itself. In this context, the "I am" finds a proper phenomenological 
site-it puts into operation the Selfs care of itself, according to care as 
the Being of Dasein. The "I am" intervenes, therefore, in order to mark 
the mineness of Dasein-"I am in each case myself [bin ich je selbst] the 
being that we call Dasein, and I am so as a being-able-to-be for whom that 
Being is al} issue." 

Next it intervenes more precisely in order to develop the phe
nomenon of debt (Schuld): "But where will we find the criterion for 
the originary existential meaning of the 'in debt' [schuldig]? [Answer:] 
the essential here is that the 'in-debt' arises as the predicate of the 'I 
am' [ ich bin]." In the end, it is finally the whole opening of Dasein that, 
through resoluteness, is at play with and in the "I am": "Henceforth, what 
is attained with resoluteness is the more originary, because authentic, 
truth of Dasein. The opening of the There co-originarily opens the Being
in-the-world that is in each case total, that is, the world, Being-in, and the 
Oneself that this being is as an 'I am' [als 'ich bin']."65 Not only does 
the "I am" not always imply the ontological indetermination of the sum 
in which Descartes founders, but it offers the most visible phenomenon 
for reaching the Being of Dasein, the care that establishes the Oneself. 
For the ~nique ~ can_ be developed phenomenologically in two opposite 
ways, which are mscnbed precisely in the two postures offered to Dasein 
authenticity and inauthenticity; thus the I opens itself to two statures' 
since "the ontological c~ncept of the subject characterizes not the ipseit; 
ofthe_I as_Seif [ dze S~~bst~ett ~es lch qu~ Selbst], but the identity and the constancy 
[Selbtgkett und Bestandtgkett] of a bemg that is always already present-at-hand 
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[ Vorhanden]." One could not say it more clearly: the I can manifest itself 
either as the identical constancy of substance, and therefore in the mode 
of a being of the world, and even of a being present-at-hand (persistent 
and subsistent), or, on the contrary, as and starting from the Self, and 
therefore from the mineness that puts Dasein into play in its Being. 

The I therefore turns from the status of (subsistent) res cogitans to 
that of the "I am" according to whether it pertains to identity (Selbigkeit) 
or to the Self ( Selbstheit). The unique I sustains resoluteness, in the very 
sense that Dasein does not cease to be at play in it: in order to decide on the 
way of Being of its Being. How does the I indeed reach its non-Cartesian 
status? By opposing to the ontological indetermination, and therefore 
also to the existential irresoluteness of inauthentic fallen ness, "the ipseity 
[Selbstheit] ... that is discerned existentially in authentic being-able-to
be, that is, in the authenticity of Dasein 's Being as care [Sorge]." Taken 
starting from care, ipseity could not persist as a res; if it offers a "constancy 
of the Self [Stiindigkeit des Selbst]," a "self-constancy [Selbst-Stiindigkeit]," it 
does so not because the Self "is a constantly present-at-hand ground of 
care [ stiindig vorhandene Grund]," but because the Self does not cease to 
resolve itself authentically according to and on the basis of its most proper 
Being: "Existentially, Self-constancy [ Selbst-Stiindigkeit] signifies nothing 
other than anticipatory resoluteness. "66 The conclusion becomes un
avoidable: the I can just as well have to be "destroyed" as to be able to be 
"confirmed," according to whether it is repeated by one or the ollher of the 
possible determinations of Dasein; either inauthentically, in the Cartesian 
way of the persistent and subsistent res cogitans; or authentically, in the 
way of anticipatory resoluteness, of the structure of care, of the mineness 
of Dasein. The "I think" therefore no longer appears as a metaphysical 
thesis to be refuted, among others, in order to free up the phenomenon 
of Dasein, but.as the very terrain that Dasein must conquer, since no other 
terrain will ever be given to Dasein in which to become manifest. 1<-go 
cogito, sum states less a countercase of Dasein than a territory to occupy, a 
statement to reinterpret, a work to redo. 

Between the ego and Dasein, between Descartes and Heidegger, 
therefore, it would be a matter, beyond the patent critique, of a struggle 
for the interpretation of the same phenomenon-"! think," "I am." This 
placement of the two interlocutors on the same level leads one first to 

recognize them as interpreters of one another, more essentially than as 
interpreter and interpreted. But it also leads one to allow a new question 
to arise. If the I is determined ontologically only in the measure ofipseity 
(Selbstheit), such as it is set into operation in care, it becomes legitimate to 
formulate two questions. (1) Is the I of "I am" in fact determined entirely 
by ipseity? In turn, is the latter defined sufficiently and exclusively by the 
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structure of care? Does that same ipseity reach all beings or only the beings 
that are on par with Dasein? And in that case, what other determination 
takes over for it for the other beings?67 These questions are internal to 
the undertaking of Sein und Zeit. (2) There are others that go beyond Sein 
und Zeit, like this one: Even granting that it is attested more essentially as 
an "I am" than as an "I think," is the I that is to be determined exhausted 
for all that in its status as the I of a sum? In other words, does the I attest 
to its ultimate ground and does it reach its final phenomenality in its 
function as an "I am," fulfilled phenomenologically in "Da-sein"? Is the 
putting into play of the self by itself that characterizes the I devoted only 
to Being? Or indeed, in the I that I undoubtedly am, is not something 
also, or even first, at stake other than to be? Is what is put into play in, 
through, and in spite of the I exhausted necessarily, indisputably, and 
exclusively in terms of Being? Is it Being that is first at issue in the I, or, 
beyond that, is a more original stake at play? Is it permitted, despite the 
silence of Sein und Zeit, to pose this very question? 
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Can There be an Epistemology of 
Moods? 

S TEPH E :\1 :VI U LH:\ L L 

By entitling her recent collection of essays on philosophy and 
literature Lou's Knozcledf(e, 1 1\lartha Nussbaum signals her com
mitment to giving a positive answer to the question posed by the 
title of this paper. If love can deliver or lay claim to knowledge, 
then moods (the variety of affective states to which human nature 
is subject) must be thought of as having a cognitive significance, 
and so must not only permit but require the attentions of the epis
temologist. As 1\iussbaum points out, such a conclusion runs 
counter to a central strand of thinking in both ancient and modern 
philosophy. The rational or cogniti,·e side of human nature is 
often defined in contrast to its affective or emotional side, the lat
ter being understood as having no role to play in the revelation of 
reality. On the contrary, where reason and the senses can combine 
to disclose the way things are, moods t~·pically cloud that cognitive 
access by projecting a purely subjecti,·e colouration onto the world 
and leading us to attribute properties or qualities to it which have 
at best a purely personal and internal reality. 

:\ussbaum contests this understanding of the passions through 
her reading of Aristotle's moral philosophy. According to that 
reading, emotions are composites of belief and feeling, shaped by 
de,·eloping thought and highly discriminating in their reactions; 
they can lead or guide an agent, picking out objects to be pursued 
or a\·oided, working in responsive interaction with perception and 
imagination. Anger, for example, requires and rests upon a belief 
that one has been wronged or damaged in some significant way by 
the person towards whom the anger is directed; the discm·ery that 
this belief is false can be expected to remove the anger. 
Furthermore, the acceptance of certain beliefs is not just a neces
sarv condition for emotion but a constituent part of it-even a suf
ficient condition for it; if one really accepts or takes in a certain 
belief, one will experience the emotion-experiencing the emotion 
is necessary for full belief. If a person believes that X is the most 
important person in her life and that X has just died, she will feel 
grief; and if she does not, this must be because in some sense she 
doesn't fully comprehend or has not taken in or is repressing these 

'():-;ford L1ni\'C·rsit\' Press, 1990. 
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facts. This cognitive dimension to the structure of emotions leads 
Nussbaum to conclude that the passions are intelligent parts of our 
ethical agency, responsive to the workings of deliberation and 
essential to its completion. There are certain contexts in which the 
pursuit of intellectual reasoning apart from emotion will actually 
prevent a full rational judgment-by, for example, preventing 
access to one's grief or love, without which a full understanding of 
what has taken place is not possible. 

Since, hm\'e\·er, l\'ussbaum's main concern is with moral philos
ophy and literature, she does not de\·elop her general claim about 
the cognitive dimension of emotions in any detail, and she manages 
to suggest (however unwittingly) that the knowledge love can pro
vide primarily concerns the person whose passion it is rather than 
the world that person inhabits, and that it is a primarily ethical 
species of knowledge. In the essay which gi\·es her collection its 
title, for example, the knowledge that Proust's Marcel acquires by his 
love-the knowledge that that love constitutes-is the knowledge 
that he loves Albertine; it is, in other words, a species of self-know
ledge that reveals his capacity for self-deception. In this lecture, I 
want to explore the question of whether the passions might be con
sidered to have a cognitive function which goes beyond the realm of 
the ethical, and which is more than reflexive in its focus. i\ Iy pri
marv guide in this exploration will be the I Ieidegger of Being and 
Tim~ (BT).' In that early, unfinished work, Heidegger argues that 
moods arc one aspect of the way in which human mode of being 
(what Heidegger refers to as 'Dasein' or 'there-being') discloses or 
uncovers the world we inhabit; and, perhaps most notoriously, he 
rests fundamental claims about the nature of both human beings 
and their world on a highly detailed epistemological analysis of the 
specific moods of fear and anxiety. I intend to argue that these 
claims and arguments prefigure and underpin more recent work in 
the Anglo-American philosophical tradition, reveal important 
weaknesses in the still highly influential Kantian conception of 
epistemology, and imply that a radical rC\·ision of our conception of 
the role and nature of philosophical thinking is called for. In so 
doing, I will deploy and elaborate ideas and arguments developed 
by Stanley Cavell in his work on \\'ittgenstein and Emerson. 

I. Fear: Subjectivity and Self-Interpretation 

I Ieideggn's analysis of moods in Being and Timt' is embedded in a 
broader analysis of the ways in which Dasein's relation to its world 

2 Trans. J. l\lacquarrie and E. Robinson (Blackwell, Oxford, 1962). 
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is a comprehending one. He underlines this by claiming that, inso
far as we think of our commerce with the world as a relation 
between subject and objects, then Dasein is the Being of this 
'between'. In other words, Dasein is not trapped within a mind or 
body from which it then attempts to reach out to objects, but is 
rather always already outside itself, dwelling amidst objects in all 
their variety. Dasein's thoughts, feelings and actions have entities 
themselves (not mental representations of them) as their objects, 
and those entities can appear not merelv as environmental obsta
cles or as objects of desire and ~1\'ersion: but in the full specificity 
of their nature, their mode of existence (e.g. as handy, unready-to
hand, occurrent, and so on), and their reality as existent things. 
This capacity to encounter and disclose entities as the entities they 
are is what Heidegger invokes when he talks of Dasein as the clear
ing, the being to whom nnd for whom entities appear as they are. 
This disclosedness is seen as having two aspects or elements, 
'Befindlichkeit' and 'Verstehen' (standardh· translated as 'state-of
mind' and 'understanding' respectively); a~d the former picks out 
what Heidegger thinks of as the ontological foundation for-that 
which makes it possible for human beings to experience-moods. 

What Heidegger labels 'Befindlichkeit' is an essentially passive 
or necessitarian aspect of Dasein's disclosure of itself and its 
world. The standard translation of 'Befindlichkeit' as 'state-of
mind' is seriously misleading, since the latter term has a technical 
significance in the philosophy of mind which fails to match the 
range of reference of the German term. Virtually any response to 
the question 'How are you?' or 'How's it going?' could be denoted 
by 'Befindlichkeit' but not by 'state-of-mind'; the latter also 
implies that the relevant phenomena are purely subjective states, 
thus repressing I Ieidegger's constant emphasis upon Dasein as 
Being-in-the-world, as an essentially worldly or em·ironed being. 
'Frame of mind' is less inaccurate, but still retains some connota
tion of the mental as an inner realm; so it seems best to interpret 
'Befindlichkeit' as referring to Dasein's capacity to be affected by 
the \\·oriel, to find that the entities and situations it faces matter to 
it, and in ways over which it has less than complete control. 

The most familiar manifestation of this underlying ontological 
or existential structure is what Heidegger calls the phenomenon of 
'Stimmung' (standardly translated as 'mood'). Depression, bore
dom and cheerfulness, joy and fear, are affective inflections of 
Dasein's temperament that are typically experienced as 'given', as 
states into which one has heen thrown-something underlined in 
the etymology of our language in this region. \\'e talk, for example, 
of moods and emotions as 'passions', as something passive rather 
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than active, something that we suffer rather than something we 
inflict-where 'suffering' signifies not pain but submission, as it 
does when we talk of Christ's Passion or of His suffering little 
children to come unto Him. More generally, our affections do not 
just affect others but mark our having been affected by others; we 
cannot, for example, love and hate \vhere and when we will, but 
rather think of our affections as captured by their objects, or as 
making us vulnerable to others, open to suffering. 

For human beings, such affections are unavoidable and their 
impact pervasive; they constitute a fundamental condition of 
human existence. \Ye can, of course, sometimes overcome or alter 
our prevailing mood, but only if that mood allows, and only by 
establishing ourselves in a new one (tranquillity and determination 
are no less moods than Jepression or ecstasy); anJ once in their 
grip, moods can colour every aspect of our existence. In so doing, 
according to Heidegger, they determine our grasp upon the world: 
they inflect Dasein's relation to the objects and possibilities 
amongst which it finds itself-one anJ all being grasped in relation 
to the particular, actualized existential possibility that Dasein 
presently is. In this sense, moods are disclosive: a particular mood 
discloses something (sometimes e\·erything) in the world as mat
tering to Dasein in a particular way-as fearful, boring, cheering 
or hateful; anJ this reveals in turn that, ontologically speaking, 
Dasein is open to the world as something that can affect it. 

As we have seen, however, it is easier to accept the idea that 
moods disclose something about Dasein than that they reveal 
something about the world. Since human beings undergo moods, 
the claim that someone is bored or fearful might be said to record a 
simple fact about her; but her mood does not-i.t might be 
thought-pick out a simple fact about the world (namely, that it is, 
or some things within it are, boring or fearsome), for moods do not 
register objective features of reality but rather subjective responses 
to a world that is in itself essentially devoid of significance. In 
short, there can be no such thing as an epistemology of mooJs. 
Heidegger wholeheartedly rejects any such conclusion. Since 
moods are an aspect of Dasein's existence, they must be an aspect 
of Being-in-the-world-and so must be as revelatory of the world 
as they are of Dasein. As he puts it: 

A mood is not related to the psychical. .. and is not itself an innl'r 
condition which thl"n reaches forth in an enigmatical way and 
puts its mark on things and persons ... It comes neither from 
'outside' nor from 'inside', but arises out of 13eing-in-the-world, 
as a way of such 13eing. (13T, 29: 176) 
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Ileidegger reinforces this claim with a more detailet! analvsis of 
fear as ha\·ing three basic elements: that in the face of which we 
fear, fearing itself and that about which \\·e fear. That in the face of 
which we fear is the fearful or the fearsome-something in the 
world \\ hich we encounter as detrimental to our well-being or 
safety; fearing itself is our response to something fearsome; and 
that about which we fear is of course our well-being or safetv-in 
short, ourscln·s. Thus, fear has both a subjecti\·e and an obj~cti\·e 
tace. On the one hand it is a human response, and one which has 
the existence of the person who fears as its main concern. This is 
because Dasein's Being is, as I Ieidegger puts it, an issue for it-for 
human beings, the nature and form (and so the continuation) of 
their existence is a question for them rather than something deter
mined by their biological nature; li\·ing is a matter of taking a 
stand on how to li\·e and of being defined lw that stand. The dis
closive st.·lf-attunement that such moods. exemplify confirms 
Heidegger's earlier claim that Dasein's capacity to encounter 
objects tvpically involves grasping them in relation to its own exis
tential possibilities. On the other hand, however, Dasein's Being is 
put at issue here by something in the world that is genuinelv fear
some, that poses a threat to the person who fears; and this ;eveals 
not only that the world Dasein inhabits can affect it in the most 
fundamental wavs, that Dasein is open and \"ulnerable to the 
world, but also that things in the world are reallv capable of affect
ing Dasein. The threat posed by a rabid dog, tile sort of threat to 
which Dasein's capacity to respond to things as fearful is attuned 
is not illusory. ' 

E\·en the relation of moods to those undergoing them-what I 
hm·e been calling the subjective side of the question of moods
should not be understood in an unduly subjective way. For 
Heidegger, Dasein's 13eing is Being-with-its relations with others 
are internally related to its own individual existence; accordinglv, 
its individual states not only affect but are affected bv its relatio~s 
to others. This has t\\"!J \Try important consL'lJlll"~ccs. First, it 
implies that moods can be socia 1: a gi\·en Dasein 's membership of 
a group might, for example, lead to her being thrown into the 
mood that grips that group, finding herself immersed in its melan
choly or hysteria. This point is reinforced bv the fact that Dasein's 
l'HTyda\· mode of seltlwod or indi\ idualitv is what I leideggn calls 
the tht·\·-self--a mode of existence in which the thoughts and 
op1n1ons of others determine our sense of who we arc, in which 
our indi\·idual answerability for our own existence has been dis
placed upon or swallowed up by whatever we deem to be the com
mon or agreed-upon way of living one's life. 'Publicness, as the 
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kind of Being that belongs to the "they", not only has in general its 
own way of having a mood, but needs moods and "makes" them 
for itself' (BT, 29: 178). A politician determining judicial policy on 
the back of a wave of moral panic is precisely responding to the 
public mood. 

The socialness of moods also implies that an individual's social 
world fixes the range of moods into which she can be thnm·n. Of 
course, an individual is capable of transcending or resisting the 
dominant social mood-her own mood need not merely retlect that 
of the public; but even if it does not, the range of possible moods 
open to her is itself socially determined. This is because Dasein's 
moods arise out of Being-in-the-world, and Heidegger under
stands that world as underpinned by a set of socially-defined roles, 
categories and concepts; but it means that the underlying structure 
even of Dasein's seemingly most intimate and personal feelings 
and responses is socially conditioned. 

This Heideggerian idea underpins Charles Taylor's notion of 
human beings as self-interpreting animals.' Taylor follows 
Heidegger's tripartite analysis of moods, arguing that an emotion 
such as shame is related in its essence to a certain sort of situation (a 
'shameful' or 'humiliating' one), and to a particular self-protective 
response to it (e.g. hiding or' covering up): such feelings thus cannot 
even be identified independently of the type of situations which 
give rise to them, and so can be e,·aluated on any particular occa
sion in terms of their appropriateness to their context. I3ut the sig
nificance of the term "·e emplov to characterize the feeling and its 
appropriate context is partly det.ermined by the wider field of terms 
for such emotions and situations of which it forms a part; each such 
term derin·s its meaning from the contrasts that exist between it 
and other terms in that semantic field. For example, describing a 
situation as 'fearful' will mean something different according to 
whether or not the available contrasts include such terms as 'terri
fying', 'worrying', 'disconcerting', 'threatening', 'disgusting'; the 
wider the field, the finer the discriminations that can he made hy 
the choice of one term as opposed to another, and the more specific 
the significance of each term. Thus, the significance of the situa
tions in which an individual finds herself, and the import and 
nature of her emotions, is determined by the range and structure of 
the vocabularv available to her for their characterization. She can
not feel sham~ if she lacks a vocabularv in \Yhich the circle of situa
tion, feeling and goal characteristic oi· shame is a\·ailahll-; and the 
precise significance of that feeling will alter according to the seman
tic field in which that ,·ocabulary is embedded. 

'Sec Philosophiml Papers (Cambridge L'ninTsit\" Press, I !JX5). 
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It is not that the relationship between feeling and available 
vocabulary is a simple one. In particular, thinking or saying does 
not make it so: not any definition of our feelings can be forced 
upon us, and some \Ye gladly take up are inauthentic or deluded. 
13ut neither do ,·ocabularies simply match or fail to match a pre
existing array of feelings in the indi,·idual; for \\·e often experience 
how access to a more sophisticated \"Ocabularv makes our emotional 
life more sophisticated. And the term 'n>cab~tlarv' here is mislead
ing: it denotes not just an array of signs, but al~o the complex of 
concepts and practices within which alone those signs ha,·e mean
ing. \\·hen one claims that, for example, no-one in late twentieth
century Britain can experience the pride of a Samurai warrior 
because the releYant Yocabularv is una,·ailable, 'H>cabularv' refers 
not just to a set of ] apant·se t~rms but to their role in a ~omplex 
web of customs, assumptions and institutions. And because our 
affecti,·e life is conditioned by the culture in which we find ourself, 
our being immersed in a particular mood or feeling is revelaton· of 
something about our \\·orld-is cogniti,·ely significant-in a i·ur
ther way. For our feeling horrified (for example) then not only 
registers the presence of something horrit\-ing in our em·ironment; 
it also shows that our world is one in which we can encounter the 
specific complex of feeling, situation and response that constitutes 
horror-a world in which horror has a place. 

This is \\·hy both Taylor and Heidegger claim that the relation
ship between a person's inner life and the \·ocabulan· a\·ailable to 
her is an intimate one; and since that \"ocabulary is its~·lf something 
the indiYidual inherits from the societ~· and culture within which 
she happens to find herself, the range of specific feelings or moods 
into \\·hich she ma~· be thrm\"11 is itself something into which she is 
thrown. I low things might conceivablv matter to her, just as much 
as how theY in fact matter to her at a given moment, is something 
determined by her society and culture rather than by her own psy
chic make-up or \\·ill-power. It is this double Sl'nSl' of thrownness 
that is in,·oked \\hen lleidegger says: 'Existentiallv, a state-of
mind implies a disclosin· submission to the world, out of \\·hich \\e 
can encounter something that matters to us' (l3'l', 29: 177). 

If we return to the objective side of the question of moods, 
Heidegger's analvsis of fear as potentiallv revelaton· of the wav 
things are in reality-his argument against what migiH be called;, 
projecti,·ist account of moods-is strongly reminiscent of one 
dcn·loped In· john :\lcDowell.' In essence, the rrojecti\·ist is 

'See .1. :\lcDm\'l'll, '\"alues and Secondary Qualities', in T. llonderich 
(cd.), J/omlity and Ohjecti?"ity: Hs.wys iu 1/uuour of ]. L. !Hackie 
(London: Routledge, IYX5). 
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struck by the fact that when we characterize something as boring 
or fearful, we do so on the basis of a certain response to it, and 
concludes that such attributions are simply projections of those 
responses; but in so doing, she overlooks the fact that those 
responses are to things and situations in the world, and any ade
quate explanation of their essential nature must take account of 
that. So, for example, any adequate account of the fearfulness of 
certain objects must invoke certain subjective states, certain facts 
about human beings and their responses. However, it must also 
invoke the object of fear-some feature of it that prompts our fear
response: in the case of a rabid dog, for example, the dangerous 
properties of its saliva. Now, of course, that sali\·a is dangerous 
only because it interacts in certain ways \vith human physiology, so 
im·oking the human subject is again essential in spelling out what 
it is about the dog that makes it fearful: hut that does not make its 
fearfulness anv less real-as we would confirm if it hit us. 

The point i~ that there are two senses in which something might 
be called subjective: it might mean 'illusory' (in contrast with 
veridical), or 'not comprehensible except by making reference to 
subjective states, properties or responses' (in contrast with phe
nomena whose explanation requires no such reference). Primary 
qualities like length are mit subjective in either sense; hallucina
tions are subjective in both senses; and fearfulness (like secondary 
qualities and moral qualities, in i\lcDowell's view) is subjective 
onlv in the second sense. In other \\·ords, whether something is 
reallv fearful is in an important sense an objective question-the 
fact that we can find some things fearful when thev do not merit 
that response (eg house spiders) shows this; and insofar as our 
capacity to fear things permits us to discriminate the genuinely 
fearful from the non-fearful, then that affecti\·e response re\·eals 
something about the world. 

II. Heidegger and Kant: Objectivity and Externality 

It might be thought that the case so far marshalled against the pro
jectivist has been given mi)re plausibility than it deserves by our 
exclusive focus on the example of fear. Like lm·e and anger, fear is 
a response to specific situations or objects, and so can be more eas
ilv characterized as responsi\·e to aspects of those situations or 
oi1jects; hut if we shifted our focus from emotions to phenoml'na 
th~t might be more natumlly characterized as moods-depression, 
boredom, despair, cheerfulness, tranquillity-their links to specific 
circumstances are acknowledged to be far more tenuous and indiret't 
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(if indeed they ha\'e any such links at all) and so make it more dif
ficult to characterize their colorations of our world as revelatory of 
reality. 

A key point about such moods is, of course, the passive or 
necessitarian mode of their advent which we mentioned earlier; we 
experience them as something into which we can he thrown or 
thrust without warning or control, neither their onset nor their 
dissolution necessarily triggered by any particular event in either 
our minds or our world. It seems natural, therefore, to regard 
them as entirely subjective phenomena-as psychological or affec
tive filters temporarily and arbitrarily imposed on our experience, 
and to which we must submit without allowing them to deceive us 
into thinking that they reveal anything other than our own mental 
state. This same sense of submissiveness is, however, precisely 
what leads Heidegger to reJect the projectivist idea that they are 
purely subjective or inner phenomena. As he puts it: 'A mood 
assails us. It comes neither from "outside" nor from "inside", but 
arises out of Being-in-the-world, as a way of such Being' (BT, 29: 
176 ). In other words, insofar as moods do assail us, then they can 
as legitimately he thought of as coming from outside us as from 
inside us. This suggests not only that they cannot be regarded as 
wholly subjective; it also, and more fundamentally, implies that 
moods put the very distinction between inside and outside, subjec
tivity and objectivity, in question. 

\\'e can best explore the implications of this suggestion by relat
ing Heidegger's conception of moods to Kant's famous and highly 
influential attempt to explicate and anchot· the distinction between 
subjectivity and objectivity in human experience in the Second 
Analogy of the Critique of Pure Reason.' Kant begins by noting 
that we distinguish in our experience between the order in which 
our senses represent different states of an object (the subjective 
temporal order) and the order of those successive states in the 
object itself (the objecti\·e temporal order). For example, when I 
successi\'t·ly perCL·iw· the \'arious parts of a house, I do not judge 
that my perception of its basement must either succeed or precede 
my perception of its roof; but when I perceive a ship sailing down
river, I do judge that my perception of it upstream must precede 
my perception of it further downstream. Since, ho\\'e\·er, accord
ing to transcendental idealism, I never apprehend objects in them
selves but only successive representations of objects, I can judge 
that cntain sequences of representations represent changes of state 
in the object (that is, I can experience an event) onlv if I can 
regard their order as irreversible-only, that is, if I subj~ct them to 

\ Trans ;..J. Kemp-Smith (London: l\lacl\lillan, 1929). 
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an a priori temporal rule (the schema of causality). As a condition 
of the possibility of the experience of an objective succession, this 
schema is also a condition of the succession itself (as an object of 
possible experience). In short, the schema has 'objective reality'; 
its application alone makes possible both the experience of an 
objective temporal order and (of course) the experience of a merely 
subjective temporal order. In its absence, the very distinction 
between inner and outer orders of experience would ha,·e no 
ground. 

This line of argument has famously been criticized by Strawson 
as depending upon a 'non sequitur of numbing grossness'.h On his 
account, Kant begins from the conceptual truth that in the percep
tion of causal sequence of states A-B, the observer's perceptions 
must follow the order: perception of A-perception of B; but he 
then illicitly presumes that this conceptual necessity in the order 
of perceptions of an event establishes the causal necessity of the 
relevant event. In other \vords, Kant can only reach his conclusion 
about the objectivity of the causal order by distorting both the 
location and the kind of necessity invoked in his premise. I trust 
that it is by now equally well-known that Strawson's criticism 
itself depends upon a profound misunderstanding of Kant's argu
ment. As Allison has demonstrated,' Kant is not assuming that the 
subjective order of our perceptions is a datum or gi,·en piece of 
evidence, from which we must attempt to draw inferences about a 
putative objecti,·e order of events. To do so would be to occupy 
the position of a transcendental realist, someone who treats objects 
as things in themseh·es which exist independently of, although 
constituting the causal origin of, our experience; but Kant explicitly 
argues that such a person could not account for the possibility of 
an ohjectin.· temporal order, since any such order would by defini
tion be entirely independent of the subjective order of representa
tions to which the transcendental realist thinks we are restricted. 
Neither is Kant an empirical or dogmatic idealist, someone who 
thinks that objects arc nothing more than constructions from sub
jective representations or sense data-that only subjective repre
sentations are real. 

\Vhen Kant talks of 'the· subjective order' to which the schema 
of causality is applied, he is rather speaking as a transcendental 
idealist, and so must be considering it not as something introspected 
or actually represented, but as the indeterminate preconceptual
ized material for sensible reprt'Sl'ntation; it is \\'hat \\'ould remain if 

''In TheBoundsofSense(London: Houtledge, 1%6), p. 137. 
' I I. Allison, Kant's Transre/1{/enla/ Idealism (:'-lew Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1983). 
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(per impossibile) \\·e could remm·e the determinate structure 
imposed on the sensibly gi,·en (the manifold of inner sense) bv the 
understanding. His claim is that if all we had were this indet~rmi
nate subjecti,·e order, we would not be able to represent any tem
poral order at all (whether subjective or objective); since howe\'er, 
we can do so, that manifold must he conceptually ordered by the 
understanding by subsuming it under a rule. As Kant puts it, 'I 
render my subjecti,·e synthesis of apprehension objective only by 
reference to a rule in accordance with which the appearances in 
their succession, that is, as they happen, are determined bv the 
preceding state' (A llJS/B 2+0). · 

In other \\'ords, this subjection of perceptions to a rule is not the 
means for making the perceptions themsel\'es into objects, hut 
rather the basis for concei,·ing of a distinct, objective temporal 
order in and through these perceptions. Kant does not claim that 
the subjective order of perceptions is itself causally necessary, and 
that this property is the basis for our inferring that these percep
tions retlect a causal necessity in the successive states of the object 
they represent. Any such property could only he recognized if the 
order of perceptions is already conceptualized and thereby made 
into an object for introspection, \\·hich in turn presupposes that it 
is distinguishable from an objecti,·e temporal order; but the recog
nition of this property is supposed to he the condition for the pos
sibilit\· of making such a distinction. The irre\·ersibility to which 
Kant refers is thus not that of a gi,·en perceptual order, which we 
can inspect and then infer that it is somehow determined bv the 
object; it is the conceptual onlering of the understanding thr~)ugh 
which the understanding determines the thought of an objecti\'e 
succession. Prior to this conceptual determination there is no 
thought of an object at all, and so no experience. 

C ;i,·en that Kant's transcendental perspecti\'e is not touched bv 
Strawson 's criticisms, might the conception of experience which 
grounds its explication of subjecti,·ity and objectivity he otherwise 
put in question' \\'e C<ll1 return to the main thread of m\· discus
sion hy noting that lleidegger's interpretation of moods ;,s assail
ing us entails that those aspects of our experience are not tractable 
bv the distinction between the subjective succession of apprehen
sion and the objective succession of appearances that Kant proposes. 
As Stanley Ca\·ell has put it, discussing a passage of Emerson:' 

The t':ict that \\Tare taken m·<·r h\' this succession, this onward
ness, means that you can think of it as at once a succession of 

' Attributed to Emerson by Ca\·cll; cf. 'Thinking of Emerson', in The 
S('IIS{'S or !Vaiden (S\\') (San Francisco: :'-iorth !'oint Press, 1981 ). 
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moods (inner matters) and a succession of objects (outer mat
ters). This very evanescence of the world proves its existence to 
me; it is what vanishes from me. (S\11/, p. 127) 

Kant claims that the possibility of distinguishing an objective 
from a merely subjective order of experience is anchored in an 
irreversibility or necessity of succession imposed on the manifold 
of inner sense by its subsumption under a rule; to judge that we 
have perceived an event-a change of state in an object of experi
ence--we must judge the order of our perceptions of those states 
as necessary. But when we experience an alteration of mood-our 
present cheerfulness assailed by the onset of depression, or fear
fulness resolving into boredom-we experience that alteration as 
something to which we are irreversibly or necessarily subjected; 
according to Kant's argument, we must therefore regard it as both 
a subjective succession (something to which we are subjected) and 
an objective one (something imposed upon us from without). On 
these terms, we must conclude that the successions of our moods 
track transformations in the world as well as transformations in 
our orientation within it. When, for example, our apprehension of 
the world as a cheerful place is annihilated by a sudden apprehen
sion of it as dreadful, we find ourselves inhabiting a new world as 
well as a new stance towards that world; as \Vittgenstein once put it, 
the world of the unhappy man is not that of the happy man. The 
evanescence of our mood~ur inability to credit our lost sense of 
good cheer-is matched by the evanescence of the cheerful or cheer
ing world it revealed; and this mutual exclusion of moods and of 
worlds itself reveals something about both-that the world and our 
moods are mutually attuned, and that both can slip from our grasp. 

One way of expressing this attunement would be to say that 
moods must be taken as having at least as sound a role in advising 
us of reality as sense-experience has-that judging the world to be 
dreadful or boring may be no less objective (and of course, no less 
subjective) than judging an apple to be red or green. As Cavell 
puts it: 'sense-experience is to objects what moods are to the 
world' (S\V, p. 125). The problem with the Kantian attempt to 
ground the distinction bet\\·een subjective and objective orders of 
experience is that it is exclusively geared to sensory experience of 
objects and not to such experiences as moods; and by relying upon 
an impoverished conception of experience, it is fated to generate a 
correspondingly impoverished conception of the reality which that 
experience reveals. In particular, it accommodates the fact that our 
experience is of objects whiht Lliling prl~perly h) ~\((l)ll\11\l),LHe th<' 
ia.::t that those obje.::ts are met with in a world. 
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The basic principle of Kant's transcendental idealism is that 
'the conditions of the possibility of experience in general are likewise 
conditions of the possibility of the objects of experience' (A 158/B 
197); and the twelve categories of the understanding give us those 
conditions. But the implication of Heidegger's and Cavell's 
accounts of moods is that these categories-functioning as they do 
to relate our representations of objects to one another-articulate 
our notion of 'an object (of nature)' without articulating our sense 
of externality; more precisely, they articulate my sense of each 
object's externality to every other (making nature a whole, show
ing it to be spatial), but not my sense of their externality to me 
(making nature a world, showing it to be habitable). Instead, that 
idea of objects as being in a world apart from me is registered in 
Kant's concept of the thing-in-itself; and the problem is that that 
concept (or the concepts which go into it-the concepts of exter
nality or world) do not receive a transcendental deduction. Kant 
fails to recognize that these concepts should be seen as internal to 
the catf:gories of the understanding, as part of our concept of an 
object in general; and by dropping those concepts into the concept 
of the thing-in-itself, he makes it impossible to resist the conclu
sion that he is claiming that there are things, somethings or other, 
that we cannot know-that our knowledge of reality has limita
tions rather than limits. 

\\-.hat Heidegger undertakes to pro,·ide in Being and Time is, of 
course, something that looks very like a transcendental deduction 
of the concept of a \Yorld, understood as that in which objects are 
met; he thereby attempts to show that there are more ways of mak
ing a habitable world-more layers or aspects to it-than Kant's 
twelve categories allow. In the next part of this paper, I shall 
attempt to show how his analysis of moods contributes to this 
enterprise--how the epistemology of moods casts light on the 
worldliness of human experience. 

III. Anxiety: The Finitude of Self and World 

Perhaps the most famous of Heidegger's analyses of mood is his 
discussion of 'Angst' (anxiety or dread)-a discussion heavily 
indebted to Kierkegaard. It begins by distinguishing anxiety from 
fear. Both are responses to the world as unnerving, hostile or 
threatening, but whereas fear is a response to something specific in 
the world (a gun, an animal, a gesture) anxiety is in this sense 
objectless. The distinctive oppressi,·eness of anxiety lies precisely 
in its not being elicited by anything specific, or at least in its being 

45 



Stephen Mulhall 

entirely disproportionate to the specific circumstances which 
appear to haYe triggered it; either way, it cannot be accommodated 
by responding to those specific circumstances in any concrete way 
(e.g. by running away). According to Heidegger, "·hat oppresses 
us is not any specific totality of objects but rather the possibility of 
such a totality: we are oppressed by the world as such-or more 
precisely, by the worldliness of our existence, our Being-in-the
world. Anxiety confronts Dasein with the knowledge that it is 
thrown into the world-always already deli,·ered over to situations 
of choice and action which matter to it but which it does not itself 
fully choose or determine; it confronts Dasein with the determin
ing and yet sheerly contingent fact of its own worldly existence. 

But Being-in-the-world is not just that in the face of which the 
anxious person is anxious; it is also that for which she is anxious. 
In anxiety, Dasein is anxious about itself-not about some con
crete existential possibility, but about the fact that possibilities are 
the medium of its existence, that its life is necessarily a matter of 
realizing one or other existential possibility. In effect, then, anxi
ety plunges Dasein into an anxiety about itself in the face of itself; 
and since in this state particular objects and persons within the 
world fade into insignificance and the world as such occupies the 
foreground, then the specific structures of the they-world must 
also fade away. Thus, anxiety can rescue Dasein from its fallen 
state, its lostness in the 'they'; it throws Dasein back upon the fact 
that it is a being for whom its own Being is an issue, and so a crea
ture capable of individuality. 

[I]n anxiety, there lies the possibility of a disclosure that is quite 
distinctive; for anxiety indi,·idualizes. This indi,·idualization 
brings Dasein back from its falling, and makes manifest to it 
that authenticity and inauthenticity are possibilities of its Iking. 
These basic possibilities of Dasein ... show themselves in anxi
ety as they are in themselves-undisguised by entities within the 
world, to which, proximally and for the most part, Dasein 
clings. (BT, 40: 235) 

\Vhat Heidegger claims to identify here is an experience of uncanni
ness. Anxiety makes una,·oidable the realization that human life is 
always conducted in the midst of objects and events, and that typi
cally we bury oursekes in them-in tlight from acknowledging that 
our existence is always capable of being more or other than its pre
sent realizations, and so that we are nL'\'l'r fully at home in any par
ticular world. This uncanniness highlights the finitude of Dasein's 
freedom; Dasein is responsible for choosing its mode of life, but 
must do so without ever fully controlling the circumstances in 
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which that choice must be exercised, and without ever being able 
entirely to identify itself with the outcome of any particular choice 
that it makes. It is alwavs haunted by the choices it didn't make, 
the choices it couldn't make, and its inability to choose to live 
without the capacity to choose-the conditions of freedom for a 
finite creature, a creature that must inhabit a spatio-temporal 
world. 

In other words, the uncanniness of anxiety reYeals the world as 
one component of Dasein's finitude. More precisely, by revealing 
the conditionedness of human freedom, it demonstrates the exter
nality of the world to its human denizens; for those conditions 
reflect the fact that human existence is essentially worldly or envi
roned, that the natural world of objects and events is one which we 
inhabit, and so that the world must be thought of as both intimately 
related to us and yet separate from us. Furthermore, anxiety eluci
dates the relati,·e autonomy of the world as a function of its being 
at once e\·anescent and permanent. The uncanniness anxiety 
induces shows that each particular arrangement of objects and 
events will be succeeded by others, so no such arrangement can be 
thought of as exhaustive of the significance of the world as such, 
which exists rather as the horizon of possibilities within which 
actuality is encountered; and yet, insofar as Dasein is capable of 
being entirely absorbed in the present arrangements of its world to 
the point at \Vhich it loses its sense of itself as free to live otherwise 
than it does, anxiety teaches us that the world answers to our con
ceptions of it-that its successions can he fixed or frozen, and so 
that the world is such that it constantlv and obedienth· becomes 
what we make of it. In short, according- to 1-Ieidegger's ~pistemol
ogy of anxiety, the world's externality must be understood as its 
inexhaustible capacity to he all the ways our moods tell us it can 
be-its capacity to be apart from us and yet he a part of us. 

IV. Moods and Criteria: The Mutual Attunement of 
Heidegger and Wittgenstein 

Heidegger's claim that moods arc revelatory of the world forms 
part of his more general claim that the passive or necessitarian 
aspect of human existence-our thrownness, our openness to 
'states-of-mind'-forms part of the human capacity to compre
hend the world we inhabit. Earlier in BeillR and Time, he argued 
that the fundamental basis of this comprehension is something he 
calls 'Rede' (literally 'talk', but standardly translated as 'dis
course')-an ontological structure that both is and is not essentiallv 
linguistic. According to his analysis, Dascin's encounters with 
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objects are all implicitly structured in terms of 'seeing as': we see a 
given entity as a table, a door, a carriage, and so on, and thus 
locate it in a certain field or horizon of significance-one which 
links the object to other objects and raw materials, to certain goals 
or outcomes, to other people (customers, fellow-workers) and to a 
particular existential possibility of our own (a project for which the 
object might or might not be useful). This sociallv constituted 
field of intelligibility is what Heidegger thinks of as the worldhood 
of the world-that which conditions the possibilitY of anv and all 
of our encounters with the objects of the world; a~d the ~tructure 
of this field of intelligibility-the articulations of this widelv rami
fying cultural web of concepts, roles, and functional. inter
relations-he terms 'Rede'. As this term suggests, Heidegger sees 
a close relation between this field of significance and language. 
Since any language itself has a worldly existence, our capacity to 
grasp symbols and sentences must itself be understood in terms of 
the articulations of the field of significance; but precisely because 
language is the way in which discourse is expressed, its structure 
must be seen as internally related to the basic articulations of lan
guage-the categories or concepts in terms of which we grasp an 
entity as a particular kind of thing. Accordinglv, insofar as the 
worldhood of the world is grounded in discot.trse, it must be 
understood in terms appropriate to the distinctively human capacity 
for language; in Heidegger's vocabulary, the ontological structure 
of the world must be understood in existential terms. 

How might such an understanding presen·e the \\orld's autononw 
from human beings-however relati\·e that autonomv turns out t~ 
?e? How in other words, can such an account of the .world respect 
tts separateness from us as well as our intimacv with it? This diffi
culty is parallel to one that emerges in \Yittge~stein's later philos
ophy, and I want to suggest that the solution to that difficultv can 
provide us with a way of seeing how Heidegger might sustai.n his 
own balancing-act. I have in mind \Vittgenstein's conception of 
criteria or grammar, and the conception of language that goes with 
it. For \\'ittgenstein, criteria govern the use of words; thev artint
late its grammar, the ways in which it can he combined with other 
words to formulate propositions that might or might not he true of 
reality. Assume, for example, that our criterion for a liquid's being 
water is that it have chemical composition H,O. That is not itself a 
claim about reality, something that might he true or false; it 
doesn't claim that an~· particular liquid docs han~ that chemical 
composition, or that any such liquid is to be found anndwrc in 
the world, and so it cannot be falsified if such c\·entuali~ies occur. 
It simply licenses us to sub!:titute one form of words ('water') for· 
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another form of words ('liquid with chemical composition 1-hO)'); 
it determines that whenever the latter is illicitly applied, so is the 
former. Such articulations of grammar are therefore akin to defini
tions, and definitions are not descriptions; they are, however, an 
essential precondition for constructing descriptions since they con
fer meaning on the terms used in the description. 

I suggest that we think of criteria as akin to Heidegger's dis
course; the grammatical structures they constitute are articulations 
of intelligibility, that which makes it possible for us to encounter 
objects as objects of a particular kind, and so ground the compre
h~nsibility of worldly phenomena-that is, the human capacity to 
dtsclose the world. Since any such grammatical structures will 
individuate phenomena in ways that express human interests and 
human nature-since the ways in which criteria tell one object 
from another will reflect the distinctions that matter to their users 
their shared sense of what is natural and what outrageous, wha~ 
useful and what pointless-the worldhood of the world will in this 
sense be internally related to human culture and forms of life. 
Since, however, grammatical structures are not in the business of 
representing reality (since, like rules, criteria cannot coherently be 
assessed in terms of truth and falsity), then their rootedness in 
human practices and human nature cannot he said to undercut the 
world's independence from its human denizens. On the contrary: 
the world's autonomy finds expression, amongst other things, in 
reality's capacity to falsify putative descriptions of it; and given 
that such descriptions could not be constructed without criteria to 
give meaning to their constituent terms, it could be argued that the 
disclosedness of the world by grammar is precisely what makes 
possible the world's independence from human representations of 
it. 

As we saw earlier, howe\'er, Heidegger implies that the world's 
relative autonomy or externality should be understood as a func
tion of its evanescence and permanence-its capacity to answer to 
and yet transcend our conceptions of it. Does \¥ittgenstein's idea 
of the autonomy of grammar help to illuminate that further impli
ca_tion? To see that it does, we need to appreciate the consequences 
of the autonomy of grammar or discourse for our understanding of 
scep~icism-surely t~e key point at which modern philosophy has 
studt~d the externaltt): of the world. From a Wittgensteinian per
spccttve, scepttctsm-ltkc any other philosophical dogma-is rooted 
in confusion concerning the grammar of the terms it emplovs to 
gt\"e expression to its doubts. In claiming, for example,. that 
although we typically believe that the world exists we should 
rather regard it as a highly doubtful hypothesis, the s;eptic fails to 
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appreciate that the world's existence-unlike the existence of a 
gi,·en object in the world-is not something in which we 'belie,·e', 
not an 'opinion' that we hold on the basis of e\·idence. By the same 
token, however, it is equally wrong to contradict the sceptic by 
arguing that we can be certain of the world's existence; if the con
cepts of belief, doubt and evidence do not apply here, then neither 
does the concept of certainty. There is, accordingly, a truth in 
scepticism: the sceptic rightly renders untenable the common
sense view that we can claim to know of the \\·orld's existence. 
lVIoreO\·er, insofar as the sceptic's scepticism results from a refusal 
to employ such concepts as 'belief' and 'world' in accordance with 
our usual criteria-insofar as her scepticism amounts to an attempt 
to speak outside language games-then it must be acknowledged 
that our ordinary agreement in the criteria we employ is precisely 
something that is, and must remain, open to repudiation; anything 
,,·hose existence requires the continued im·estment of consent is 
vulnerable to the withdrawal of that consent. 

Of course, on \Vittgenstein's view, criteria establish the connec
tion between words and world; so the consequences of their repu
diation are grave-the loss of the human capacity to word the 
world, the fate of finding oneself saying something other than one 
meant, or unable to say anything meaningful at all. In other words, 
since criteria disclose the world, their repudiation amounts to 
making the world vanish from our grasp; in this sense, scepticism 
makes manifest the evanescence of the world, its capacity to 
answer to our conceptions-including the conception that it is 
beyond our grasp. Since, hm\'e\'l'r, a repudiated agreement can 
always be resuscitated (since it is possible to restore the link 
between words and world by recalling the sceptic to her criteria) 
then \\'ittgenstein 's attempts to o\'ercome scepticism amount to an 
attempted demonstration of the permanence of the world-of its 
being beyond our capacity for annihilation. 

\\·'hat, ho\\'l'\'l'r, has this talk of criteria and disl'ourse to do with 
moods? The connection can be seen at se\·eral le\·els. :\lost ob,·i
ously, the sceptical impulse is itself characteristically associated 
with a specific mood. Insofar as its doubts about the reality of the 
external world are seriously held or generated (and not ,·ieweu as 
merely a dramatic Jevice for introducing epistemological prob
lems), scepticism is perntded with anxiety of a kind that precisely 
matches Heidegger's analysis of it. The sceptic feels an ah\·ss to 
open up between herself and the world, a sense of its insignificancl' 
and nothingness; she expniences a hollow at the heart of reality, 
and an essential uncanniness in her own existence-a sense of her
self as not at home in the wol'ld. And of course, gi\·l·n that sn·ptical. 
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anxiety embodies a truth-given that it rightly percei\'es the inade
quacy of cognitive models of our basic relation to reality, and 
shows that criteria are subject to the withdrawal of consent-then 
its onset can properly be thought to reveal something fundamental 
about the world and our inhabitation of it: namely, that our rela
tion to the world is not one of knowing-that the world is not 
knowable. 

Howe,·er, the connections betweeh critet·ia and moods run deeper 
even than this-something that is happily (fortuitously?) regis
tered in the fact that, when \Vittgenstein describes the mode of our 
ordinary agreement in criteria, he uses the term 'Ubereinstim
mung'-a word which contains Heidegger's term for moods 
('Stimmung') and which im·okes exactly the same notion of 
attunement to the world. For the idea of agreement \Vittgenstein 
wishes to in,·oke is not that of coming to an agreement on a given 
occasion (for example, agreeing to a contract), but that of being in 
agreement throughout (like being in harmony); human beings who 
agree in the language they use are mutually voiced with respect to 
it, mutually attuneu from top to bottom. This iuea of attunement 
is further specified in the way criteria register the distinctions that 
matter to their users; if (with Cavell) we think of criteria as in this 
respect telling what counts or matters to human beings, the multi
ple connections with Heidegger's understanding of moods should 
be clear. As we have seen, for I leidegger, moods manifest the 
human capacity to he affected by the world (to find that we are 
attuned to it and it to us), they have a social as well as an indi,·id
ual aspect, and they are ultimately grounded in the discourse
based human capacity to disclose or ren·al reality. Since criteria 
make manifest a culture's sense of what matters in the world as 
well as making knmdedge of that world possible, \\'ittgenstein's 
sense of our mutual attunement in grammar precisely parallels 
Heidegger's in\"CJCation of our mutual attunement in discourse. 

Perhaps most fundanH·ntall~·. IWWl'\'l'l", both philosophers draw 
a critical lesson for philosophical method that is itself attuned to a 
further aspect of moods-their passivity or gi\'enness. Both regard 
the structures of grammar or discourse as the proper domain of 
philosophical analysis or description, as the last word in under
standing the nature of worldlv things and the nature of the being 
who is alone capable of understanding worldly things; as 
\\'ittgenstein puts it, what must he accepted-the gi\'l·n-is the 
form of human life "·ith language, thl' ramifying grid of mutual 
attunellll'llts that go\"l·rn our access to the world. The method of 
treating philosophical confusions that he advocates is therefore one 
of 1·ec.tlling us to our criteria, of bringing us to accl'pt them as the 
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fundamental condition of our existence-as a structure that we 
always already occupy and that we cannot simply choose to reject 
(on pain of unintelligibility). A final comparison with Kant's 
philosophical vision may help here. For Kant, experience is a 
function of combining concepts and intuitions, where concepts are 
based on the spontaneity of thought, and sensible intuitions on the 
recepti,·ity of impressions. Thinking is therefore understood as a 
matter of synthesizing impressions, of the understanding taking up 
the given manifold of experience and imposing an organization 
upon it; the intellectual hemisphere is acti\'e and the intuiti\'e 
hemisphere passi\'e. In short, for Kant, there is no intellectual 
intuition. For \\'ittgenstein and Heidegger, by contrast, true 
thinking is passi\'e or recepti\'e; just as one can only overcome 
scepticism by recognizing that the world is not to be known or 
grasped in cognition but accepted or acknowledged as the condi
tion for the possibility of knowledge claims, so more generally one 
can make philosophical progress only by recalling and accepting 
criteria or the structures of discourse. In short, there is only intel
lectual intuition; and this recepti\·ity of genuine thinking ret1ects 
the fact that human beings are creatures who lead their li\'es in a 
world which matters to them, a world which is at once e\'anescent 
and permanent, and re\'ealed as such by the mutual attunement of 
moods and world. 
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Die Rolle der Sprache in Sein und Zeit 

Die Tatsache, dag Heidegger der Sprache in Sein und Zeit einen eige
nen Paragraphen gewidmet und sie damit abgehandelt zu haben scheint, 
hat hauh.g dazu geflihrt, daiS sich Inrerpretationen ihres Stellenwenes flir 
Sein und Zeit mit einem Bezug auf diesen, den § 34, begni.igten. Dam it 
halt man sich zwar eng an das Selhstversrandnis Heideggers hezi.iglich 
dessen, was er ,Sprache' nennt, i.ihersieht aber zugleich die genauso schil
lernde wie zenrrale Rolle, die die Sprache als im gesamten Verlauf von 
Sein zmd Zeit stillschweigend in Anspruch genommene Groge spielt. 

Die hier eingeschlagene Interpretationsrichrung, die sich - wie oben 
ersichdich - rzicht dem Selbstverstandnis des Heidegger von Seirz zmd 
Zeit bezi.iglich dieses Punktes verpflichtet fi.ihlt, soli es ermoglichen, in 
zweierlei Hinsicht ein genaueres Bild tiber das Unternehmen Sein und 
Zeit zu gewinnen: einerseits erlauht die stillschweigende lnanspruch
nahme der Sprache es Heidegger, die von ihm ins Auge gefaRte herme
neutische Transformation dcr Phanornenologie durchzuflihren. Anderer
seits ermoglicht Heideggers eigenc Fehleinschatzung der Rolle der 
Sprache es uns, die internen Gri.inde flir die Sackgasse, in die Sein und 
Zeit gerat, praziser zu fassen - namlich fi.ir genau diese Transformation 
bei ,der transzendenralen Fragestellung'' zu verharren. Eine solche Inter
pretation la!St sich also nur durchflihren, wenn man zwischen der von 
Heidegger in Sein und Zeit de focto durchgefi.ihnen Analyse der ,Er
schlossenheit' - die dessen eigendiche Neuerung darstellt - und dem 
methodologischen Rahmen unterscheidet, den er fi.ir die Durchfi.ihrung 
dieser Analyse als einzig geeignet ansieht. 

Liest man Sein und Zeit auf diese Weise gegen den Strich, la!St sich 
darliber hinaus die Kontinuitat zwischen ,Heidegger I' und ,Heidegger 
II' deutlich erkennen, die im forrschreitenden Auskristallisieren der Pro
blemstellung besteht, die in Sein und Zeit an hand der Themarik der ,Er
schlossenheit' angesprochen wird und die von Heidegger nach der 
,Kehre' unrer den Stichworten ,Sprache' und ,Welterschliel~ung' behan
delt wird. 

Zeirschrifr lcir philosophische For;chung, Band 47 (I99J), r 
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Bekannrlich ist flir Sein und Zeit das Anliegen bestimmend, das Para
digma der Bewu{;rseinsphilosophie zu uberwinden. Dies soll durch eine 
,radikalere· Fragesrellung erreicht werden - die den Keirn der ,Erschlos
senheitsJ.nalyse' ausmacht -, vor der das zentrale Modell der BewuGt
seinsphilosophie, also das Subjekt-Objekt-Schema, kapitulieren muG. 

Diese Auseinandersetzung mit der Bewugtseinsphilosophie lauft in 
zwei Schrinen ab: zunachst will Heidegger nachweisen, dat~ das Subjekt
Objekr-Schema, weil es einzig auf die Zwecke der ,Erkenntnistheorie'' 
zugeschnitten ist, abgeleitet ist - was es nicht falsch, sondern schlicht zu 

beschrankt macht. Zum zweiten ist in der zu diesem Nachweis durchge
tlihrten Radikalisierung der Fragestellung selbsr schon eine Erweiterung 
des Themenkreises der Philosophie enthalten: es soli sich zeigen, daB 
,Erkennen'· ein abgeleiteter Modus von ,Verstehen" ist; dieses ,Verste
hen· wiederum konstituien die Seinsverfassung des Daseins, aus der die 

verschiedenen \X'eisen des Welterkennens und damit auch die regionalen 
Onrologien erst hervorgehen, und die dahcr unter der Zielsetzung der 
Philosophic als Crundlegung jeglicher Regionalomologie den zenrralen 
Gegenstand einer durchzufi.ihrenden exisrenzialen Analytik des Daseins 
als ,FundJ.mentJ.lontologie· darstellt. 

Heidegger tlihn daher zur lnangriffnahme der Uberwindung der Be
wugtseinsphilosophie einen Perspektivenwechsel durch, der den Kern 
seiner ,hermeneutischen · Transformation der Phanomenologie aus
macht: hane die in der Erklarung des ,Erkennens'' zentrierte BewuGt

seinsphilosophie noch das Subjekt-Objekt-Modell, also das eines beob
t1chtenden Subjekts gegeni.iber der Welt als Gesamrheit aller Seienden, 
vorausgesetzt, so bildet nun die diesem zugrundeliegende Perspektive ci
nes verstehendm Daseins in einer symbolisch srrukturierten Welt das fur 
Sein tmd Zeit zentrale Modell. 

Der so vollzogene Schritt vom Grundmodell der IX'ahmelnnung zu dem 
des Vente!JeJzs lal~t sich schon anhand einer immanenren Auseinanderset

zung Heideggers mit Husserl.erkennen, und zwar genau an der Stelle, an 
der bereits Husser! auf diesen Wendepunkr sroGt, namlich anhand der 
Umkehrung dessen, was dieser in Fassung einer nicht-sinnlichen Wahr
nehmung als ,karc:goriale Anschauung' bezeichnct harte. Heidegger be
merkr dazu in der IV1arburger Vorlesung des Sommersemesrers 1925, daG 
,unsere schlichtesren \'V'ahrnehmungen und Vcrfassungen schon muge
driickte, mehr noch, in besrimmter Weise inte1pretierte sind. Wir sehen 
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nicht so sehr primar und urspri.inglich die Gegenstande und Dinge, son
dern zunachsr sprechc11 wir dartiber, genauer sprechen wir nicht das aus, 
was wir sehen, sondern umgekehn, wir sehen, was man uber die SJ.che 
spricht. Diese eigentiimliche Bestimmtheit der \Felt und ihre mogliche Auf.. 
fassung und Erfassung durch die Ausdrlicklichkeir, durch das Schon-ge
sprochen-und-durchgesprochen-sein, ist es, die nun bei der Frage nach 
der Struktur der kategorialen Anschauung grundsatzlich in den Blick ge
bracht werden muK" (CA 20, S. 75, Hervorh. von mir) 

Die Analyse dieser ,eigenti.imlichen Besrirnmtheit der \'V'ek' nun isr 
es, die in Form der Srrukrur des ln-der-\'V'elt-seins den Kern von Sei11 

und Zeit ausmacht, auch wenn es an jener Stelle nichr ganz Ieicht sein 
wird, den sich hier schon andeurenden Zusammenhang zwischen ,Spra
che' und ,ln-der-\'V'elr -sein' herauszupraparieren. 

Durch diesen Perspektivenwechsel, der ja schon in der Forme! hJ-der
Weft-sein besonders hervorsricht, mug sich narUrlich auch das Subjekr, 
das in der Welt ist, ver~indern: es handelt sich namlich clann u m ein fizk
tisches Dasein, das sich diesem Umstand bzw. seiner ,nati.irlichen Einstel
lung' nichr mehr ohne weiteres entziehen kann, ja, eigentlich kann es 
sich, von dieser Wane aus gesehen, gar nicht mehr - wie bei Husser\ 
noch vorausgeserzt - urn eine zuersr vertligbare Einsrellung handeln 
(vgl. GA 20, S. rs7). 

Diese Pramisse ist es nun, aus der hervoraehr, inwiefern Heidegaer 
b b 

gerade durch seinen Perspekrivenwechsel keine exrramundane lnstanz 
(bzw. kein ,transzendentales Subjekt') mehr zu Verfi.igung stehr. Daher 
mug auch die methodologische Unrerscheidung, die das Ri.ickgrat der 
Transzendenralphilosophie darstellt, verzichtbar werden: an die Stelle 

der Dichotomie empirischltranszendental wird so die onto!ogische Diffi
renz treren. Nimmt man diese bei einer solchen Konsrellation offenkun

dig norwendige Ersetzung erst einmal hin, kann die von Heidegger mit 
dem Projekt einer Fundamenralonrologie weitergerragene ,transzenden
tale Fragesrellung" davon nicht unberi.ihn bleiben. 

Aus diesem Blickwinkel laGr sich dann auch absehen, imviefern das 
Scheitern des Versuchs von Sein und Zeit, die Transzendenralphilosophie 
unter Verwendung ihrer eigenen Mittel zu tiberwinden, damir zusam
menhangt, dag dieses Unternehmc:n die Funktionsmi:iglichkeiten der 
von Heidegger neu eingl'fiihrren Begriffe i.ibersreigr. Damir mul\ dann 
aber auch der Vollzug des von Heidegger anvisienen Perspekrivenwech
sels - eben die Enrfaltung der Problematik der ,Erschlossenheit" - in 
Sein und Zeit halbherzig bleiben. 
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Heidegger i.ibersieht namlich, daiS die von ihm benorigre und fur die
ses ,krirische' Vorhaben in Anspruch genommene Perspekrive gerade auf 
der methodologischen Ebene eine Oberforderung der Transzendentalphi
losophie darsrellt, insofern namlich, als sie prinzipiell schon den Vollzug 
einer Detmnszendentalisierung implizierr, infolge derer die Dichoromie 
empirisch/transzendental bzw. konstitutiv/konsrituierr als solche nicht 
mehr anwendbar ist. 

Am Leirtaden der onrologischen Differenz bringr Heidegger nun die 
Umerscheidung zwischen formalen, ontologischen Srrukturen des Daseins 
iiberhaupt und ihren geschichdichen, ontischen Konkretisierungen in 
Anschlag und nimmt als selbstverstandlich an, daiS zwischen beiden ein 
Fundierungsverhalrnis bestehr. Die Tatsache, daiS der Ausgangspunkt 
dieser Analyse ein faktisches Dasein ist, das immer schon auf eine Welt 
angewiesen ist, wird jedoch dieses von Heidegger immer wieder (nur) 
behauptete Fzmdierungsverhaltnis zwischen omologischen Strukturen 
und ontischen Verkorperungen derselben konrerkarieren. 

Diese Schwierigkeiten ergeben sich jedoch prinzipiell schon aus der 
begriffiichen Ersetzung selbst, die Heidegger bei Einflihrung der ontolo
gischen Differenz implizit vorgenommen hat: Zwar gelingt es ihm mit
tels der Ersetzung der Dichoromie empirisch/rranszendental durch die 
ontologische Differenz, die - weil sie die obengenannte Derranszenden
talisierung voraussetzt - fi.ir die Bewu!Stseinsphilosophie unzugangliche 
Thematik der ,Erschlossenheit' zu enrfalten, und zwar weil erst in den in 
dieser Differenz enrhaltenen Begriffen der AufWeis einer ontologischen 
Dimension in den ontischen Konstrukten selbst moglich wird (d.h. weil 
es nun moglich wird, erwas als ,onrisch' und zugleich ,onrologisch' zu 
bestimmen). Diese Moglichkeir erlaubr es Heidegger, die Figur des 
,apriorischen Perfekts' methodisch in Anspruch zu nehmen, ohne dag 
sein Unrernehmen unmittelbar an Plausibilitat verlierr. Ist dies jedoch 
erst einmal gelungen, mu!S auch Heideggers Versuch, Onrisches und 
Onrologisches in Analogie zur Dichoromie empirisch/transzendenral ka
tegorisch zu trennen, um so ein Fundierungsverhalrnis unaffizierr in An
spruch nehmen zu konnen, in den Strudel der Detranszendenralisierung 
geraten. Und in der 1at zeigt sich, daiS die von Heidegger angenom
mene Ersetzbarkeir des transzendentalen Apriori durch das ,apriorische 
Perfekt' (vgl. Sein und Zeit, S. 441-442 <8sb>) im Verlauf der Durch
filhrung der Analysen selbst immer wieder dementierr wird. 

Demzufolge wird zunachsr zu zeigen sein, wie es Heidegger einerseits 
gerade dank der Tarsache, dag die onrologische Differenz im Unrer-
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schied zur Differenz empirisch/transzendenral per se noch kein Fundie
rungsverhalrnis implizierr, gelingt, die Problemarik der Erschlossenheit 
zu Tage zu fordern; dabei wird sich andererseirs herausstellen, daf; er 
durch sein in der Absichr, eine Fundamenralonrologie zu enrwerfen, 
wurzelndes Fesrhalten an der Merhodologie der Transzendenralphilo
sophie zu einer hypostmierenden Lesart der omologischen Diffirenz ge
zwungen wird. Diese wird jedoch gerade durch die von Heidegger selbst 
vorgefi.ihrre Analyse der ,Erschlossenheit' immer wieder jeglicher Bedeu
tung enrleerr. 

II 

Trotz ihrer Schliisselposirion wird die Einfi.ihrung der ,onrologischen 
Differenz' in Sein und Zeit von Heidegger keineswegs mit methodologi
schen Oberlegungen gerechtfertigr. Vielmehr appellien er an der enr
sprechenden Stelle an unser inruitives Vorversrandnis und erklart, da~ 
,[uns] der Sinn von Sein schon in gewisser Weise verfi.igbar sein [muG]" 
(5. 5) 1 bzw., daG ,wir uns imrner schon in einem Seinsverstandnis [be
wegen) ( ... ) Diem durchsclmittliche und uage Seimventandnis ist ein Fak
tum," (ibid.) Auf dieses Fakrum laGr sich dann die ,omologische Differ
enz', d.h. die Unterscheidung Sein/Seiendes, zur(icktuhren, die 
Heidegger am Leitfaden der ,Seinsfrage' folgendermaGen eintlihrr: ,Das 
Gejit~gte ( ... ) isr das Scin, das, was Seiendes als Seiendes besrimmr, das, 
woraufhin Seiendcs ( ... ) je schon verstanden isr. Das Sein des Seienden 
,isr' nicht selbst ein Sciendes. ( ... ) Seiend ist alles, wovon wir reden, was 
wir meinen, wozu wir uns so und so verhalren, seiend isr auch, was und 
wie wir selbst sind." (S. 6/7, Hervorh. von mir) 

Diese intuitiv zugangliche Unterscheidung Sein/Seiendes wird aber im 
folgenden umer der Hand mit der Dichotomie Dasein/nichtdaseins
maGiges Seiendes enggefuhrr, die die ,transzendenrale Fragestellung'· 
erst ermoglicht; dies geschieht auf der Basis eines Vorrangs dieses Seien-

I Sofern nichr naher bezeichner, Stammen die Zirare 1)1it Seirenangaben JUS Seill /lilt! 

Zeit. Die Siglen der verwenderen Werke Heideggers sind tiJigende: 
[SuZ] Sein und Zeit, Tlibingen 161986; 

[Brief] Brief an Husser! (1927), in: Hmserliam Bd. 9, S. 6oo-6m: 
[ZSD] Zur Sache des Den kens, Ti.ibingen '1988; 

[GA 20] Prolegomena zur Geschichte des Zeitbegriffi. Marburgn Vorlesung Sommerse
mester 1920, Cesanuausgabe BJ. 20, Frankfurt a.M. 'r988. 
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den (Dasein) vor den anderen (nichtdaseinsm~if~ige Seiende): ,Das Da
sein selbst ist iiberdies vor anderen Seienden ausgezeichnet (. .. ) das Da
sein ist ein Seiendes, das nichr nur unter anderen Seienden vorkommt. 

(. .. ) Die onrische Auszeichnung des Daseins liegt darin. daG es onrolo
gisch isr." (S. !I-Ll) 

Den transzendenralphilosophischen Sinn dieser Auszeichnung erklan 
Heidegger selbst in einem Brief an Husser!, in dem er die Aufgabe einer 
Fundamentalonrologie folgendermaflen umreiGr: ,Es gilt zu zeigen, dafl 
die Seinsarr des menschlichen Daseins nnal verschieden ist von der alles 
anderen Seienden und daG sie als diejenige, die sie ist, gerade in sich die 

I'vWglichkeit der transzendenralen Konstitution birgt." (Brief, S. 6oo) 
lm Sinne einer auf diese \X'eise rranszendenralphilosophisch ver

standenen Auszeichnung behauprer Heidegger dann, daf~ das .Seinsver
standnis', von dem wir ausgegangen waren, nun ,selbst eine Seinsbe
srimmrheir des Daseins [isr)'' (5. u), und damit, dafS zugleich mit der 

ErkLirung der ,a priori norwendigen Seinsverfassung des Daseins' die 
Bedingung der Mi:iglichkeir jedes mi:iglichen Seinsversr~indnisses angege
ben werden kann; tolglich muG cine ,Fundamenralonrologie' die Form 
einer ,exisrenzialen Analvrik' des Daseins annehmen. 

I\!ir diesem skizzenhaften AbrifS haben wir nun einen Eindruck vom 

zweiten Sein und Zeit besrimmenden Zug gewonnen, n~imlich dem Ver
such Heideggers, das Band zwischen der Grundlegungsfunktion der 
Philosophic und ihrer - nunmehr durch ihn erweirerren - Thematik, 

auf keinen Fall ahreifSen zu lassen. Nur a us diesem Blickwinkel gewinnt 
die in ihrer Verwobenheir schwer auszumachende aporerische Struktur 
von Sein zmd Zeit etwas an Transparenz, deren verschiedene Faden in 
der ebenso vielgesichrigen ,Auszeichnung' des Daseins mlinden. 

Es sind im wesenrlichen folgende zwei miteinander zusammenhan

gende lrrriimer beztiglich dieser ,Auszeichnung', in denen Heidegger be
fangen bleiht: 

Einerseirs idenrifizierr Heidegger nichr die richrige Instanz, der diese 
Auszeichnung, n:imlich als onrisch und onrologisch zugleich aufwfassen 
zu sein, prim:ir zugehorig i~r: genauso unverzichtbar, wie das Phanomen 
der Sprache implizir bereirs flir die Plausibilisierung der onrologischen 
Ditferenz gewesen war, wi rd auch im Kern der Analyse der Srrukrur des 
I n-der- \XIelr-seins eine ~'om Dmein uersdn'edene lwttZnz werden, namlich 
die Zeiche11stmktur, die insofern in Kunkurrenz mit dem Dasein gerat, 
als auch sie nur aufgrund ihres onrisch-onrologischen Charakrers. 
spezifizien \HTden kann. (III) 
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Gerade darin, dafS diese - von Heidegger umerschatztc- Instanz der 
zmverzichtbare Kern des In-der-Welr-seins isr und bleibr, liegr der Grund 
flir die zweite Verfehlung, denn durch ihren spezifischen Charakter wird 
andererseirs die mit der ,Auszeichnung' des Daseins ohne jegliche me

rhodologische Rechtfenigung einfach iibernommene Begriindungssrra
regie der Transzendemalphilosophie immer wieder unrerlaufen und ih

rer methodologischen Rolle beraubr. 2 Das wird sich am deutlichsten im 
Kern der Erschlossenheitsanai~'Se bzw. anlund der 1i·ennung \'On Spra
che und Rede zeigen. (IV) 

III 

Heidegger beginnt die Amarbeirung dieser neuen \'On ihm ins :\uge 
gefagten Perspekrive anhand der Frage, worin die ,\\/elrlichkcir der \X'elr' 

besteht, die die Eintuhrung der Struktur des .In-der- \\'elr-seins' mit sich 
bringt. 

Zu ih rer Beanrworrung dient die Zeuganalvse, die 1. a von Hcidegaer 
c · cb 

als .,der phanomenologische Auhveis des Seins" des ,njchsrbegegnenden 
Seienden" (S. 68) versranden wird, d.h. der ,Seinsan' der Seienden, 

denen das Dasein in seinem ,allrjg]ichen Umgang in der Weir' begegnet. 
Da nun dieser alltagliche Umgang gerade nicht im Erkennen, sondern 
im ,hanrierenden, gebrauchenden Besorgen' besteht, mu{~ ihm auch cine 

,vorthematische Seinsan des Seienden' zugeordnet werden. Diese be
zeichner Heidegger als ,Zuhandenheir'. Ein Seiendes dieser Seinsan 
glaubt Heidegger nun im Zeug zu finden, da dieses als so/elm nicht 
,theoretisch erfafSt" werden kann; dazu heiGt es enrsprechend in der 
Erkhrung: ,Ein Zeug ,isr' strenggenommen nie. Zum Sein von Zeug 
gehi:in je immer ein Zeugganzes, darin es dieses Zeug sein kann, das es 
ist. Zeug ist wesenhaft ,erwas, um zu ... ·. Die verschiedenen \'\'eisen des 

lronischerwei;c: hJr gcnau dicse Bedcutungscndcerung keincs11egs den Ch.n.tktcr ci
nes Sei11 unt! 7eit auflerlichen Urrcils, sondern im Ccgcnreil isr ;ie dcssen fester Be
srandreil. Cerade in den i\!omenren, in denen Heidc~gcr llll.S die ,\\Jchh:nkeit und 
Plausihilirar einer Durchmischung desscn, 11·.rs cr gcrade zumr nod1 Jl, durch ein 

FundierungS\'erhcilmis gt'frt'llllt erkLirr harte, durch den Riickgritf auf d.ts .Jpriorische 
Pc:rfekr' (hzw. das ,ln-der-\X'elHein'} clemonmicrt, und d.tdurch die ,\!iiglichkeir c:i
ner solchen lrcnnung flir d.t> .. fakrische DJsein'· -die cin1igc flir Heideg~er in Fragc 
kornmende lnsranz- ausschlid;t, weisr er Juch sell"t auf die l\!iiglichkeir dn s·on 
ihm ins Auge gebflren Uberwindung der Vorausserzungen der Bes~·ullr<cinsphiloso
phie hin. 

59 



Crisrin,7 Lajom 

,Um-zu' ( ... ) konstituieren eine Zeugganzheir. In der Strukrur ,Um-zu' 
liegt eine Verweiszmg von erwas auf erwas." (5. 68) 

Das Besondere an einem ,Zeug' besteht also darin, daf~ es auf die 
Priiexisrenz einer ,Zeugganzheir' verweisr. Diese jedoch ist, wie er sehr 
wahl bemerkt, nicht durch das Zeug selbst konstiruiert, und konnte es 
auch gar nichr sein, denn erst die ,verschiedenen Weisen des ,Um-zu"' 

konstituieren eine Zeuaganzheir". Daher kann man fUr deren Analvse-
" 0 "' 

bzw. fi.ir die Antwort auf die Frage, wie sich einer solchen ,Verweisungs-
zusammenhang' konstituien - nicht mehr das Zeug in Anspruch neb
men, wei! dieses, als durch die Verweisung konstituierr, gerade niche 
mehr die Grundlage fur die Erburerung der Kowtitution selbst abgeben 

kann. 
An diesem Punkt nun geht Heidegger zum niichsten Paragraphen 

Uber, um die Analyse des ,Phanomens der Verweisung selbsr" (S. 77) in 
AngrifF zu nehmen; gewd~ nimmr er dort ,wieder den Ausgang beim 
Sein des Zuhandenen" (ibid.), jedoch wird er, wie der Tire! des Paragra
phen illusrriert, dieses Mal ein besondem Zeug behandeln, niimlich das 
Zeichm. 

Ober die Besonderheir dieses Zeugs gibt uns Heidegger gleich zu An
fang Auskunft, indem er es folgendermaEen beschreibt: ,Das Zeichen
sein fur... kann selbst zu einer uniuersalen Beziehungsart formalisien 
werden, so daiS die Zeichensrruktur selbst einen ontologischen Leitfaden 
abgibt fi.ir eine ,C'harakteristik' alles Seienden iiberhaupt." (S. 77, Her

vorh. von mir) 

Die Zuwendung Heideggers zu genau diesem besonderen Zeug isr 
deswegen bemerkenswerr, wei! die Zeichenanalyse, die er nun durch
fUhren wird, darauf hinauslaufr zu zeigen, daiS ,aile Seienden Uber
haupr" in ihrer ,nachstbegegnenden Seinsarr", d.h. als Zuhandene, erst 
dank der Zeichensrruktur zuganglich werden.> In diesem Sinne fi.igt 

Die> jedoch ist niches weiter als do~s norwendigc Aquiv.1lenr zu der schon in dcr Ein
leirung w findenden The;e, derzutolge ,der ur>prUngliche Seinsmodus d~s Daseins" 
\'erstelom ist. Somit srellt sich dieser Konnex al> die systematische Erklarung des ,,Fak
mms" dar, von dem Sein u11d Zeit ausgegangen war, namlich daiS das Dasein ein Yer
srehen hat sowohl ,.seines Seins", als auch von ,.so erwas V.•ie W'dr", sowie ,.des Seins 
des Scienden, das innerhalb der \X'dr zuganglich wird" (S. IJ). Auf dieser B.1sis LiGt 
sich dann die zweite Version dieser Behduprung Heideggers - namlich dafl die ,Aus
zeichnung' des Ddseins dJrin besrdu, dafl es ein ,.Seinsverstandnis" hat, das erst seine 
Unrerscheidung n1n .. allen anderen Seienden" ausmacht - in der \1(/eise verstehen,. 
dafl da> Dasein eine symbolisch vcrmittdte Beziehung zur Welt hat, bzw. in einer 
svmbolisch strukturierten Welt .,isr". Diese Universalitiit der Zeichenstrukrur ist inso-
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Heidegger im tolgenden hinzu: ,.Zeichen sind aber zun:ichst sdbsr 
Zeuge, deren spezifischer Zeugcharakter im Zeigm besteht" (ibid.) 

Hier nun endet die Analogie zwischen Zeichen und den .mderen 
,Zeugen", denn: daiS die anderen ,Zeuge' als ,Um-zu' Juf ein .\Vozu' 
verweisen, bedeutet, daE ihr spezifischer .Zeugcharakter' (also: ih re 
,Seinsarr') in diesem ,\X'ozu' besteht (,Hdmmer-zu-sein' besteht in .him
mern'), Jber keineswegs im ,Verweisen sdbsr'. Dagegen besreht das ,Zei
chen' ills sokhes in 11ichts all(/erel/1 als cliesem ,Verweisen auf'. Deswegen 

spricht Heidegger zurecht \'0111 ,eigmartigm Zeugcharakter der lei
chen" (S. 8o, Hervorh. von mir). Diese ,Eigenanigkeir' der Zeichen, die 

die zenrrale Einsicht der Zeichenanalyse Heidegger' ausmachr, bringt er 
datm folgendermaGen auf den Punkt: 

,.Dm Zciclwn i.it 11icht nur zuf,tmdm mit ai/dcrml 7.eug. sondern in 'einc:r 7u
handenheir wird die Umwelt j.: flir die Umsichr amdriicklich zug:inglich. /1'1-
chm ist ein omisch L.uh111de'leJ, d<1s a!s diescs bestimmtt /.eug zugle~t-h <~Is <'{/l'di 

jimgiert, was die Ollto!ogische Strulaur dn Zuh,mdmheit. I ~ru•,~i.'"''.'<-iY,.!IIzA·ir 
und We!t!iciJ/uit mlzc<r;t." (S. 8!, 1-lervorh. v. mir) 

Hier nun finder sich die Stelle, an der deurlich wird, daG dn ,,eigenar
tige" Charakter dieses Seienden, des Zeichens, mit der AusLeichnung 
zusammenfillt, die, wie wir schon in der Einleimng gesehen haben, ei
gentlich das Dasein von allen anderen Seienden umerscheiden sollre. 

Diese Erkennrnis, autgrund dcrer das Dasein seinen ,dusgezeichnetcn 

Charakter' barre verlieren miissen, und mit der folglich die Bresche in 
das fesrgefiigte Subjekt-Objekr-Schema der Bewu{;tseinsphilosophie rat
sachlich hane geschlagen wcrden kiinnen, wird jedoch in Sei/1 uJid Z't't 
systematisch verfehlt; vielmchr leiter clas Subjekr-Ohjekt-Schema g.mz 
im Gegenteil in form der aus methodologischen Cri.inden tlir Still 11//r/ 

Zeit unverzichrbaren Dichoromie Dasein/nichtdaseinsmigiges Seienck, 
weiterhin den Gang der Untersuchung. 

Der Grund, warum Heideggcr nicht his zu der Spitze vordringt, den 
Ursprung der onrologischen Differenz (d. h. des \'ollzugs des Unrerschei
dens von Sein und Seienden oder eben das ,be-deurens') in der Sprache 
zu suchen, ist zwcifellos, daG er unter einer der Fo{rz,m des - schon 1m 

fern da> gesuchte Ph;inomen, mit dun Heidegger die llewul>rscinsphikhuphte };,m
fronticren \\'Oiltc, als di~se e~ in ihn:n1 jli.tllit>li 10I'k nicht repri~entieren kontHc', udcr. 
wie ~-fcidegger sJgt, d<1s Jic Be\vuf\rscin~philosophie \\'c.'gcn dl·r \'l'n\ l'JHiung dc._·s ,rar-
ren S-0-Schemas .. libcrspringen" mii,e. ' 
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Programm der ,exisrenzialen Analyse des Daseins" vorgezeichneren -

Verhafretbleibens im Subjekt-Objekt-Schema Ieider, namlich, Jag er 
immer noch den SprachbegriJf der BewuGrseinsphilosophie, also der 
Sprache als (,onrisches') Insrrumem, reilr. 

Da~ zeigr sich zumal, wenn Heidegger in der auf die oben zirierre fol

genden Passage- inkonsequenrerweise -, von seinem eigenen Schrirr, in 

dem er das Zeichen als onrisch und zugleich onrologisch bezeichner 

harre. zurlickweichr, unci so - in Husserlscher Manier - das Unrrenn
bare zu rrennen versuchr, namlich das Zeichen und die ,Verweisung 
sdhsr". die ja das Zeichen als solches - wie Heidegger selbsr es gezeigt 

bane- irreduziblerweise ausmachr: ,Die Verweisung selbst kann daher, 

soli sic omo!ogisd• das Fzmd,unem flir Zeichen sein, nicht selbst als Zei
chen begritfen werden. Yerweisung isr nichr die ontische Besrimrntheir 

eines Zuhandenen, wo sie doch Zuhandenheir selhsr konsriruien." 

(5. 83, Hervorh. von mir) 

So kommr er im folgenden Paragraphen (§ 18), in dem der ,Bezugs
charakrer des Yerweisens" (S. 87) .1ls ,be-dt'utm" (ibid.) besrimmr wire!. 

dazu, dies einer Absrrakrion zuzuweisen, der ,Bedeursamkeir'·, unci zwar 

als erwas von der Sprache selbsr Unrerschiedenem: ,Sic [die Hedeutsam
keir, C.L.) isr das, was die Srrukrur der Welt ( ... ) ausmachr" (ibid.) -

und sogar dari.iber hinaus noch das, was die Sprache selbsr ,fundieren" 

soli (vgl. S. 87) 

Die lnkonsequenz dieses Yersuches wird Heidegger sp~irer explizit er
kennen, wie sich in der folgenden auf ,Jundieren" hezogenen Randbe

merkung in seinem Handexemplar von Sei11 lllld Zeit zeigr: 

,Unwahr. Sprache ist nichr aurgesroda, snnd.::rn ist das urspriinglich.: \Xben 
der \'\'ahrheir als Da." (S. +P dl7c> )' 

lmp!izit wird Heidegger jedoch diese unmogliche Trennung ri.ickgangig 

machen mi.issen. tun die fiir die Konsrimrion der ,Weir' in Spiel ge
brachre lnstanz (n:imlich die Zeichensrrukrur) weirerhin unversehrr in 

Anspruch nehmen zu konnen. Denn auch wenn die Zugrundelegung 

der Dichotomie Dasein/nich.rdaseinsm~iGiges Seiendes dazu flihrr, da!l 
nur die von allem Onrischen gereinigre Absrraktion der ,Hedeursamkeir' 

zur ,onrologischen Bedingung der tv!oglichkeiren' von ,\'X'dr' erkhn 

" Die expliLirc Anerkennt111g di,·ses Sadwerhalrcs, J.h. ,.dai; die Spr.tche nichr nur on· 
tisch, sondcrn 1011 vortthertin onrisch-onrologisch isr" (ZS[), S. ;,), finder man in . 
Heideggers Austi:ihrungen tiber die Sprache, wie sic im .,Prowkoll zu einem Seminar 
tiber ckn \'orrrag Jeit uml Sein'" wicdergegd),·n sind (ZSD, S, 14 tt:l. 
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werden konnre, hilfr Heidegger dieser absrrahierende Schritt genau an 

dem zenrralen Punkr nichr weiter, an dern er versuchr, plausibel zu rna

chen, d:.1g das ,Dasein sich, so fern es ist, je schon auf <'ille begegllmde 
,V<'elt' angewiesen [har], zu seinem Sein gehorr wesenhafr diese An({ell'ie
senheit." (S. 87, Hervorh. 1·on mir). Urn diesem Umsrand, d;r das 

Hauprmovens der \X'elranalvse ausmachr, auch rheoretisch Rechnuna 
. b 

rragen w konnen, isr Heidegger also 1\'iedcrum zur Riicknahrne des vor-

her vollzogcnen Abstrakrionsschrirrs zur .Bedeurs.tmkeir' gezwungen, in

dem er erkbrt: ,.Die encMossmc Hedeursamkeir isr als existmzit~!e Verbs
sung des Daseins. seines ln-der-Welr-seins, die Olltis,·!Je Bedi11oww ria " ,, 
Moglichkeit der Entdeckbarkeir einer Bewandmisganzheir." (5. R;, Her-
vorh. von mir) 

Heidegger kann an dieser Stelle nur deswegen eine schon konsriru
ierre lnsranz (die ,erschlossene Becleursamkeit") als fi.ir die ,exisrenziale 

Verfassung des Daseins" konsrituriv erklaren, weil die Ri.icknahme der 

vorherigen Trennung des Onrischen vom Onrologischen ohne weireres 
durchtlihrbar geblieben isr, bzw. weil er dazu eben noch immer eine ,on

rische' unci zugleich ,ontologische' (bLw. konsrirutil'e unci zugleich kon

stituierre) Insranz zur Verfiigung har. Nur so kann Heiclegger mit Pbu

sibilirar behaupren unci zur Plattform 'einer Kririk nehmen, daf\ das 

Dasein in einer immer schon erschlossenen Weir isr (bzw. daiS die Ce

worlenheit tlir das Dasein konstiruriv ist). Damit, daG Heideuger im 
b, 

Zenrrum der Analyse der Sorgesrruktur die These, daG der Charakter 

Jessen, was fi.ir das Dasein konsriruriv isr, schlechrhin konsriruierr isr. 

zur zenrralen Einsichr bezi.iglich der Geworfenheir erkbrt, isr die Ri.ick
nahme des Absrrakrionsschrittes dann abgeschlossen. Die These lauret: 

,Zur SeinsverE!SSung des Daseins und zwar als Konsrirurivum seiner Er

schlossenheit gehi)n die Geworfenheir ( ... ) Die Erschlossenheir isr u•e
smhaftfaktisc!Je." (S. 221, Hervorh. von mir) 

Dieser t:inzig durch die onrologische Ditferenz ermoglichre Srand
punkr, der die vorherige Unrerscheidung Heideggers zwischen der je

weils ,erschlossenen Hedeutsamkeir" und der davon absrrahierren ,Be

deutsamkeir' iiberhaupr jeglicher Bedeutung benimmr, wird sich im 
Verlaufe von Heideggers Anal~·sen in die innere Unmoglichkcir l'erwan
deln, die mirrels dieser Absrrakrion beanspruchre Be<>riindunoslei-o t'l 

stung - dergemag ja die Konsrirution von ,\Velr" auf die ,exisrenziale 
Verfassung des Daseins" zuriickzufiihren isr - durch eine ,exisrenzictle 
Analyrik des Daseins' einzulosen. Damir isr die Sackgassc, in die Sein 
und Zeit gerar, bereirs vorgezeichner. Wir werden im weireren sehen, 
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wte sich in der daraurfolgenden Erschlossenheirsanalyse das hier sich 
schon abzeichnende Problem noch einmal wiederholr. 

IV 

Die Brisanz der Erschlossenhei tsanalyse Heideggers wi rd erst dann 

volt erkennbar, wenn man sie vor dem Hinrergrund seiner Auseinander

serzung mir der Rewugtseinsphilosophie siruiert. 
Gegen sie machr Heidegger nun zwei Einsichren gelrend, die den 

,hermeneurischen Kern· von Sei11 und Zeit ausmachen, namlich: erstens 
die Universa!itdt tier Als-Strukwr, die der in der Analyse des In-der-Welt

seins herausgearbeireren Universalirat der Zeichensrruktur enrspricht\ 
und zweitens die - aus der ersren rolgende - Einsichr in den Vormng des 
Verstehem 1101' dem Erkennen, die hier in die These einmiindet, dag die 

Aussage ein abki.infriger Modus der Auslegung ist. 6 

Das gemeinsame Zenrrurn, von dem her Heidegger beide Einsichten 

enrwickelt, bilder diejenige Als-Srrukwr, die das In-der-Welr-sein cha
rakrerisiert, und die sowohl vor jedem ,schlichren Sehen' als auch ent
sprechend vur jeder ,rhematischen Aussage' dariiber liegt. Um diese vor
gangige Als-Strukrur zu explizieren, bringr Heidegger in den hier 
angesprochenen Paragraphen die ,,Arrikulation der Verstandlichkeit'' ins 
Spiel. Dieses Lentrale Argument liest sich bei Heidegger folgender
maf~en: ,Die Arrikulatio11 des Verstmulmen in der auslegenden N;ihrung 
des Seienden am Leirfaden des ,Em·as als erwas· liegt /!Or da tlmnati
schm Awst~gt' dariiber. In dieser raucht das ,Als' nichr zuerst auf sondern 
wird nur erst amgesprochen, was allein so moglich isr, daG es als Aw
sprechuares uorliegt." (S. q9, Hervorh. von mir) 

' Diese These vcnrin Heidegger hier mir der BehJuprung, d.rE .,alb vmpradikarivc: 
schlichre Sehen des Zuh.wdenen an ihm selbsr schon versrehend-Jtblegend [isrj:· 

(~. q';)) Hiermir wird dn 11 ichrigste Schrirr innerh.rlb Heideggers Kritik .1111 \\'.rhr
nehmungsmoddl der BewuErseinsphilmuphie vollwgen. Damit rrirr nun aher zu

gleich wsremaris,·h eine unendliche \'ielf:rlr von lnrerprerarionen .m die Stelle der 
1on der Bewulltseimphilosophie .rls gesicherr .rngenomrnen, inrerpreurionsunahhan
gigen ,Aullermdt", dic dt·m ,schlicluen ~ehen' unvcrmirrdr zug:inglich i,t. Um dieser 
Einsichr gcrechr w werdcn, rritfr Heidcggcr die Unrerscheidung 7wischen \'crsrehcn 

und Auslegung (§ .Jll. 
Zu ciner austcrhrlichercn lnrerpreurion der Erschlossenheirsanah·sc anhand des \'cr- . 
haltni"es beidcr Thesen zucinander siehe Lrt(mt, C:.: Sj";u/w 1111tl \vatas<"Niefi'uug. 
/urliugui;·tisd,eu \\"l·Jide tier f!enueum1ik, Diss. phil., fr.rnkfun a.l\1., im Erscheincn. 
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Die Siwierung dieser ,Arrikularion der Versrandlichkeit' wird Heideg

ger aber erst im nachsten, ,Da-Sein und Rede. Die Sprache" betirelren 
Paragraphen vornehmen, indem er erkbrr: ,Die Rede ist rnit Bejindlich
keit zmd l/erstehen existenzial gleichzmpriinglic!J. Versrandlichkeit ist auch 
schon vor der zueignenden Auslegung immer schon gegliederr. Rede isr 
die Anikulation der Verstandlichkeir. Sie liegt daher der Auslegung und 
Aussage schon zugruncle." (S. 161) 

In dieser Erlaurerung finden wir nun also Heideggers eingangs er
wahnte systematische Erweirerung des S-0-Schemas wieder, die ja in 
der Einsicht in die ,eigenti.imliche Bestimmtheit der Welt ( ... ) durch 
das Schon-gesprochen-und-durchgesprochen-sein" (GA 20, S. 75) be
sreht, welche wiederum \'Or jedem ,schlichten Sehen'' unci jeder ,theore
rischen Aussage'' (bzw. ,erkennen'') den primaren Zugang zum Seienden 

ermoglich r. 
Diese Einsicht in die ,konstitutive' Rolle der Sprache fiir die Em·hlos

senheit des Daseins steht jedoch quer zum methodologischen Vorhaben 
von Sein und Zeit, den Enrwurf einer Fundamenralontologie zu leisten, 
quer also eben zur damit einhergehenden ,Auszeichnung' des Daseins -
dergemag ja das ,Ontologische' (bzw. ,konstinnive') im Unrerschied 
zum ,Omischen' der Daseinsverfassung zugeschrieben werden mligtc. 
Um diese ,Auszeichnung' nun beibehalten zu konnen, wird Heidegger 
dieselben Trennungsversuche unrcrnehmen, die schon im Rahmen der 
Analyse der Bedeutsamkeit erkennbar warcn, indem er die Rede zum 

,existenzial-ontologische[n] Fundament der Sprache" (5. t6o) erklarr. 

So sehr Heidegger sich namlich don den impliziten Plaronismus in der 
Trennung zwischen dem Zeichcn als innerweldichem Seienden und der 
,Verweisung selbsr' als ,Bedeutsarnkeir' durch sein Festhalten an der 
transzendenralen fragestetlung selbsr aufgezwungcn hatte, so sehr bleibr 

er auch hier letzdich dern Sprachbegriff der BewuJ;rseinsphilosophie ver

haftet. 
Starr namlich eine gegeni.iber diesem Erbe adaquatt:re neue Auffas

sung der Sprache zu entwickeln (wie er es dann nach der ,Kehre' rat), 
ubernimmt Heidegger hier den Terminus ,Sprache' im i.iblichen Sinn als 
Werkzeug/Zeichensystcm- ,innerwelrliches Seiendes'. Da dieses Modell 
jedoch zugleich zur Situierung seiner bereits erreichren und den Rah
men der RewuGtseinsphilosophie sprengenden Einsicht nicht ausreicht, 
greifr er .dann auf die Humboldtsche Unrerscheidung zwischen Sprache 
als System (,ergon") unci Sprache als Prozeg bzw. Rede (,energeia") 
zuri.ick, um darauA1in die symbolische Srrukturierung der ,Weir' als ,Ver-
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weisungszusammenhang', d.h. die ,onrologische' Dimension der Spra

che, die ja bereits als ,Bedeutsamkeit' der eigenrliche Enrag der Zeichen

analyse gewesen war, in die ,Anikulation der Rede' (und dJmit- wie es 

Heidegger folgend zunachst scheinen muG - Juch in die ,existenziJie 

Verfassung des Daseins') zu verlegen. 
lm CegensJtz zu Humboldt aber meinr Heidegger, mittels der Unrer

scheidung Sprache/Rede, die eigenrlich nur die methodologisc!Je Dilfe

renz zweier Perspektiven der Sprachbetrachtung markieren kann, ein 

FzmdienmgNerhalmis hegrunden zu konnen, wenn er nochrnals eine 

Trennung der ,onrologischen' und der ,omischen' Dimension innerhalb 

dieses Phinomens vornimmr. 
Auf diese \X'eise wird zwar durchaus eine srark an Humboldt orien

tierre Perspektive der Sprachanalyse erkennhar, in der der konstitutive 
Charakter der Sprache (als ,Rede') ftir die ,Erschlossenheit des Daseins" 

in Anschlag gebracht wird-; auf der Jnderen Seite jedoch wird zugleich 

(wie aus Heideggers Kritik an Humboldt besonders deutlich hervorgeht) 

dadurch, dal\ die Rede als ein Existenzial des Daseins aufgefJgt wird, 

immer noch der Versuch forrgefi.ihrr, dieses Phinomen (die ,Anikula

rion ') Jls kategorial von der Sprache (a is Zeichensysrem) umerscheidhar 
zu berrachten, um die ,welterschliel~enden' Leistungen dieser dritten In

stanz doch noch auf das Dasein selhst zuri.ickflihren zu konnen. 
Aus dern Fundierungsverhalrnis zwischen ,Rede' und ,Sprache' hzw. 

JUS der von Heidegger anvisierren Trennung zwischen ,gegliederren Be
deutung' und Worren (derenrwegen den Bedeurungen ,\X'orre zuwach

sen'' (S. 16r), die ihrerseirs als ,\X'brterdinge" nicht mit Bedeurungen 

versehen werden konnen), resultien das fur diesen Paragraphen charak

teristische Verstandnis der ,Sprache' als lnsrrumem: ,Die Hinausgespro

chenheit der Rcde i>t die Spmche. Diese Wonganzheit, als in welcher die 

Rede ein eigenes ,welrliches' Sein hat, wird so al.i illlzerwe!t!ich SeimdeJ 
tl'ie ein Zuhandmn l'OJjz'w:llich." (S. r61, Hervorh. von mir) 

--;chon -.~1h~;nd von I kideggers Rcchtfertigung der WJhl des Terminus ,Retk" J.eich

net sich die Linie der Kontinuirat ab Z\\'ischen dem, \\'.\S Heidegger in s~ill Ulltl Zeit 
unrcr dtm Titd ,Rede' rhemari~ierr, und dcm, was er nach der .Kehre' als ,Sprache' 

f.lssen wird. Heidcgger lei ret den Terminus in Sei11 uJJd Zeit ja 11 ie seine Vorganger 
aus der 1-{Jmann-1-krder-Humboldr-Tradition vom griechi>ehen ,logo>'-Begrilt her: 
,.Das Dasein h,n Sprache. lsr es Zubll, dJI> die Griechen (, .. ) das 'Xben des 1\!en
schen besrimmten als Z<ioJJ Mgo11 td'till? (.,.) Der ,\.fmsd' zn~'!,t ,ic/J ,ds Seimdes, tim ~~
det. D.rs bedeurer nichr. dall ibm die Moglichkeit der stimmlichen \'erlaurharung 
eignet, sondern d.rG dieses Seiende ist in der \Verse des Emdeckms der Welt und des , 

Daseins selbsr.'' IS. 165, Hervorh. v. mir) 
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Heidegger wird nachrr;iglich in einer Randhemerkung in seinem 

Handexemplar von Sei11 zmd Zeit zum obigen Zitat die Unhaltbarkeit 

dieser Trennung exp!izit benennen, wenn er eingesteht, da~ ,Jtir Sprache 

Geworfenheit zuesent!ich fist]". (S. ++3 <I6I a>, Hervorh. von rnir) 

An dieser Bemerkung Heideggers zeigt sich in aller KJJrheir, auf wel

ches systematisches Hindernis die in seiner Sprachanalyse angestrebre 

(a her nur von einem vorn Umstand des In-der- 'W'elt-seins unberlihnen 

Standpunkt aus durchfiihrbare) Trennung sto~en rnu!S: die ontologische 

Dimension der Rede, die ,ArtikuiJtion der Versrandlichkeit', isr gerade 

eine Konsequenz der ontischen Beschaffenheir der Sprache als Zuhande

nes (wei] die Sprache eben wie dJs Dasein ,nicht nur unter anderen Sei

enden vorkommt"); daher kann die ,Arrikulation der Versrandlichkeir" 

nur in der Spmche ,eine spezifisch weltliche Seinsarr haben" (5. 161. )H 

Auf diese Weise aber wachst der Sprache hier dieselbe ,Transferrolle' 

zwischen ,omisch' und ,onrologisch' zu, die bereits das Zeichen in dcr 
Welranalyse harte- womit ja gleichzeirig offensichtlich wurde, dal\ und 

wovon die ,Auszeichnung' des Daseins lediglich enrliehen war. Cerade 
wei] diese ,Transferinstanz' fi.ir die Erschlossenheitsanalyse nichr ver

zichtbar ist, wird Heidegger dann auch im weiteren Verlauf der Anakse 

selbsr nicht mehr daran vorbeikommen, die Trennung zwischen Rede 

und Sprache imp!izit rlickgangig zu machen, indem er in Preisgabe aller 

zuvor getroffenen karegorialen Unrerscheidungen sagr: ,Die Rede 

spricht sich zumeist Jus und hat sich schon immer ausgesprochen. Sie ist 
Spmche. ( ... ) Die Sprache als die Ausgesprochenheit birgt eine Ausge

legtheit des Daseinsverstandnisses in sich. Diese Alligelegt!Jeit ist so ll'eltig 
wie die Spmche 1/Ur /loch l'orhmulen, so11dem ihr 5'em ist selbst daseim
ma(Jiges. ( ... ) Die Ausgesprochenheit \'erwahrt im Canzen ihrer geglie

derten Bedemungszusammenhange ein Verste!len der erscMossmm \\'ell 
und gleichurspri.inglich damit ein Verstehen des 1Hitdaseiw Andercr unci 

des je eigmm In-Seins. Das so in der Ausgesprochenheit schon hinrer

legte Verst:tndnis betrilh sowohl die jeweils erreichte und i.iberkommene 

Enrdecktheit des Seienden als auch das jeweilige VerstdlttllliJ- von Sein 
( .. ,), Uber einen blol\en Hinweis auf das Faktum dieser Ausgdegthei t 

~ Hicrin licgr der Grund fur die Schwierigkeiren Heideggers, durch die l 1mcrschci
dttng Sprache/Rede dic 'li-enmcharfe des !-undierungs,-erh:ilrnisses konsriruril·/konsri
ruicrr einzuholen. lleidcgger muf~ immer wieder bemerkcn: ,\\'eil flir das Scin des 
Da, das hcigr Rdindlichkeir und Versrchm die Rede konsriruriv isr, D.1scin .rbcr bc
sagr: ln-der-Welt-sein, har dds Oascin als redendcs ln-Scin sich srhon ausgcsprochen. 
Das lhsein h.tt Sprache" (S. 165) 
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des Daseins hinaus muG nun aber nach der exisrenzialen Seinsarr der 
ausgesprochenen und sich aussprechenden Rcde gefragr werden. Wenn 
sic nichr als Vorhandenes begriffen werden kann, welches isr ihr Sein 
[?]" (S. 167-168, Hervorh. von mir) 

Dies nun srellr die Schhisselsrdle fur das Versrandnis all der Unsrim
migkeiren dar, die bislang im Durchgang durch die von Heidegger de 
jzcto durchgduhnen Analysen auf verschiedenen Ebenen aufgetauchr 
sind. 

Die gleiche versrecke Aurorschafr des Zeichens, aufgrund deren eigen
arriger Funkrion des ,Zeigens' erst der Zusammenhang von Zuhande
nem, der die Weir isr, zugd11glich werden konnre, finder sich hier im 
Zentrum der Analyse des Daseins selbsr in der Form der Rede bzw. 
Sprache wieder. lm ersren Fall gelang es Heidegger noch, durch sein 
Enrgegenwirken mirrels der implizircn ZurilcktLihrung des Zeigens des 
Zeichens auf die ,Sorgestruktur'' des Daseins (vgl. S. 83) die Augen vor 
dieser versreckren drirren lnstanz zu verschlieGen; da es sich aber bei un
serem jerzigen Konrexr um den Kern der Analyse der ,Seinsverfassung' 
des Daseins selbsr handelr, srel1t ihm diese Verschiebungssrraregie nichr 
mehr zur Verftigung. Heidegger isr deswegen hier ersrmals gezwungen, 
zuzugeben, daf~ eine von Dasein unrerschiedene lnsranz, die Rede bzw. 
die Sprache, cine Ausgelegrheit in sich birgt, die ,sowenig wie die Spra
che nur noch \'Orhanden [isr], sondern (deren] Sein selbsr daseiiiSmdj!ig 
(ist]." Und dadurch wird die Sprache in ihrcm ,onrischen' und zugleich 
,onrologischen' Status ersrmals als veranrworrlich flir das jeweilige ,Ver
srehen von Sein' idenrifizierr, und d.h. eben flir das Fakrum, von dem 
Sei11 zmd Zeit ausgegangen war. 

Hier finden wir deswegen die sysremarische, wenn auch von Heideg
ger in Sei11 tmd Zeit nichr rdlekrierre Erklarung dafur, da{; das Dasein so 
tiheneugend als ,ln-der- \X'elt-sein'· charakrerisierr werden konnte, bzw. 
datlir, wie es moglich ist, daf~ dem Dasein so erwas wie ,Weir'' uo1gege
ben isr (und daher ,die Erschlossenheir wesenhaft fakrische [isr]"). Somit 
srellr sich dann der Kern von Heideggers Kritik am 'W'ahrnehmungsmo
dell der BewuGrseinsphilosophie folgendermaf~en dar: ,Dicser allragli
chen Ausgelegtheit, in die das Dasein zunachsr hineinwachst, vemwg es 
n'c/J nie zu emziehen In ihr und aus ihr und gegen sie vollziehr sich alles 
echre Verstehen, Auslegen und tvliueilen ( ... ). Es isr nichr so, daG je ein 
Dasein unherlihrr und unverfilhrr durch diese Ausgelegtheir uor das ji-t:ie 
l.rmd einer, ~\'left' an sich gesrellr wlirde, um nur zu schauen, was ihm be- · 
gegner." (S. 169, Hen•orh. von mir) 
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Vor dem Himergruncl der Ergebnisse der Erschlossenheirsanalrse er
scheinr nun Heideggers eigenes Vorgehen zu ihrer Durchfuhrung zwar 
hiichsr unplausibel, cs besirzr aber bei Berticksichrigung des Ganzen des 
Unternehmens Sein zmd Zeit doch einige folgerichrigkeir. Heidegger 
war von der Pdmisse cines einheirlichen Sinns von Sein ausgegangen, 
der aus der Zeirlichkeir der ,exisrenzialen Seinsverfassuna' des Daseins 

0 

zu entnehmen w~ire. Der Sinn einer solchen Fragesrellung (die darauf 
hinauslauft, das kulrurelle Wissen im Ganzen zu ,begrlinden') ent
srammt wiederum der Grundeinstellung, daG es cine Fundamenralonro
logie geben konne, die die Beclingung der Mi)glichkeir aller anderen 
Ontologien ware, bzw. der Oberzeugung, da~ ,die Bedeurungslehre in 
der Ontologie des Daseins verwurzelr [isr]" (S. t66). Daher versucht er 
sich in der Analyse der Sprache die beniitigre Einheir zu sichern, indem 
er die Trennung zwischen den ,omischen · gegebenen Sprachen und der 
mirrels seiner eigenen Abstrakrion zum Singular geronnenen ,onrologi
schen' Artikularion der Versrandlichkeir in Angriff nimmr; diese Einheir 
wUrde es nun wiedcrum erlauben, nach dem Erreichen einc' 
,posirive[n] Versrandnis[ses] der apriorischen Grundsrrukruren von 
Rede liberh:mpt als Exisrenzial" (S. 165) ,nach den Cmndformen eina 
mog!ichen bedeut~t~zgnniifi'igen C!iedent11g des Verstehbaren tiberhaupt [zu 
fragen]" (S. 166, Hervorh. von mir). t\lir ihr nun lieGe sich ohne weite
res die nachsre Annahme Heideggers rechrferrigen, dag ,aus der Zeir
lichkeir der Rede, das heift des Daseim iiberhaupt, erst die ,Enrsrehung' 
von ,Bedeutung' aufgeklart [werclen kann]" (S. 3+9, Hervorh. von mir), 
und dies sogar ohne den fur die ,transzendenrale Fragesrellung'· eher 
unbequemen Umweg einer Betrachrung der verschiedenen ,ontischen' 
Sprachen in Kauf nehmen zu mlissen, der ja nichr unbedingr tlir eine 
solche Einheir bilrgen konnre (das machr dann- wie gesehen- auch die 
Kririk Heideggers an Humboldt in Seinund Zeit aus). 

Heidegger glaubt nun solange, die ,Artikularion' der Rede mit dem 
,Dasein ilberhaupr" gleichserzen zu konncn - und dadurch diese von 
ihm eingeflihrre dritte lnsranz wieder dem Dasein selbst anzuverwan
deln -, wie es ihm gelingr, die ,ontologische' Dimension der ,Aniku
lation der Versrandlichkeit' (dank seiner hyposrasierenden Lesart dcr 
onrologischen Differenz) noch als von den ,onrischen' Sprachen ver
schieden zu erklaren. 9 

9 Auf Jiese W'eise bnn Heidegger abo beide o.g. KunsrgriHe gleichzeirig ~ll\\Tnden: ei
nersetrs bnn er ncirnlich die ,Rede' zum konstiruriven 1\ !omenr der .,Frschlo,senheir" 
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Oaf\ Heidegger aus dieser Perspektive heraus Humboldt kriri,iert, 

verwunderr dann nicht weiter. Gerade wei! Humboldt sich uber die 

,konsrirurive' Rolle der arrikulierren Sprachen als ,welterschlie!lenden' 

im klaren war, konnre er es eben nicht mehr als sinnvoll betrachten, die 

,Grundformen einer moglichen bedeurungsmagigen Gliederung des 

Verstehbarm iiberhaupf' aus der ,Ontologie des Daseins" enmehmen zu 

wollen. Gerade aus ciner solchen Perspektive trirr die von Heidegger als 

rragRihig angenommene ,Einheit der BedeutsJmkeit, das heiGt die omo
!ogische Verf,1mmg der V::'e!t" (S. 365, Hervorh. von mir) zugunsten dcr ir

reduzihlen Iv!annigfalrigkeit der in den narlirlichen Sprachen liegenden 

Welransichrm zurlick. Diese sind dann jedoch lediglich einer sprachphi

losophischen Behandlung zuganglich. Die Pluralirat der \'V'eltansichten 

kommt erst in dem Moment ans Licht, in dem zwei systematische 

Aspekte (auf die auch Heidegger in den zwei von uns zitierten Bemer

kungen in seinem H:mdexemplar von Sein zmd Zeit aufmerksam macht) 

zur Gel rung gebracht werden, die den ,konsritutiven' Charakter der 

Sprache in verschiedener Hinsicht auf den Punkt bringen, unci zwar als 

onrologischen ,Orr' der Welterschliegung (vgl. Sein unci Zeit, S. 442 

<87c>), und als schlechthin ontisch-onto!ogisch verfagt - und daher un

trennbar von ihrer materiellen Konkretion ( vgl. Sein zmd Zeit, S. 443 
<I6I a>); das hat zur Folge, dag eine hyposrasierende Lesart der omolo

gischen Differenz widersinnig wird, womit sich ferner der Ahsrraktions

schrin von den gegebenen nati.irlichen, hisrorischen Sprachen zu so et

was wie ,den Grundformen einer miSglichen bedeurungsm~igigen 

Gliederung des Verstehbaren iiberhaupt' verbietet. 

Vor diesem Hinrergrund versteht man dann besser die inrernen 

Schwierigkeiten, auf die Heidegger in Seill und Zeit in dem Moment 

sroGen muG, in dem er unrer der Annahme seiner hyposrasierenden In

terpretation der onrologischen Differenz in der Analyse selbst noch die 

des D.JSeins erkbren - und damir eine immer sdwn arrikulierre \'ersrandlichkeir als 

prim:iren Zugang Llllll S<.'i.:nden behaupren (srarr des ,schlichren Sehens'' der Be

wuf\rseinsphilosophiel. Andererseirs vermag cr sich da durch die Beibehalrung der 

rranszendemalen Fragesrdlung erfinderlichen Finheir zu versichern, indem er die 
Hvposrasierung erner ,·on den verschredenen immer schun arrikulierren Sprachen ab

strahierren ,.\rrikularion der Rede" (Liherhaupr) volltiehr - und damir die Suchc 
nach ,den C.mndformen einer milglichen bedeurungsmjfligen Cr/iedem11g de.< ~inteh
b,zwt iibnhwpr" (S. 166, Hervorh. 1'. mir) als sinnvoll berrachren bnn; sie stcllren · 
d.mn di~ hinreichende Rcdingung fiir die llerlcimng jeder miiglichen Sinnkunsriru

rion d.1r. 
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doppelte Seinsart der Sprache endgi.iltig fesrzumachen versucht, was he

deuren wurde, im Rahmen von Sein unci Zeit cine Antworr auf die Frage 

zu finden ,welche Seinsart der Sprache tiberhaupr zukommr. 1st sie ein 

innerwelrlich zuhandenes Zeug, oder hat sie die Seinsart des Daseins 

oder keines von beiden ?'' (S. r66). 

DaG diese Fragestellung auft{/ltchen nm(Jte, obwohl es vorher (S. 161) 

als ausgemacht gelten sollre, daG die Sprache als ,innerwelrliches Seien

des' anzusehen sci, verwundert schlieGlich nicht weiter, wenn man sich 

die Aufgabe vor Augen halt, die sich Heidegger vorgenommen harte, 

namlich, ,dm omo!ogiscben , Ort' flir dieses l'hanomen [die Sprache, 

C.L.] innerhalb der Seinsverfassung des Daseins auf[w]zeigen." (S. 166) 

Aber gerade wei! es Heidegger gdingt, dieses Phanomen in seiner ollto
logischen (bzw. welrerschlief~enden) Dimension abzuhandeln, mlissen 

ihm solcherlei Zweifel uber die ,Seinsan der Sprache i.iberhaupr'' kom

men. Flir die einzig miSgliche Anrwort darau( bzw. flir dieses ,keines 

von beiden" aber gibr es im Rahmen von Sei11 und Zeit keinen Orr. 
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Hans-Georg Gadamer 

2. Destruktion and 
Deconstruction* 

Translated by Geoff Waite and Richard Palmer 

When Heidegger took the topic of understanding and elevated it from a 
methodology for the human sciences into an "£ristentia/e" and the foundation 
for an ontology of Dasein, this meant that the hermeneutical dimension no 
longer represented merely a higher level of a phenomenological research into 
intentionality, a research ultimately grounded in processes of bodily perception. 
Rather, it brought onto European soil and into the whole direction on phenome
nology a major breakthrough, a breakthrough which, at almost exactly the same 
time, was gaining currency in Anglo-Saxon logic as the "linguistic turn." This 
was of special importance because in the original development of phenomeno
logical research by Husser! and Scheler, language had remained completely 
overshadowed by other factors, in spite of the strength of the turn to the world of 
"lived experience." 

In phenomenology, then, the same abysmal forgetfulness of language, so 
characteristic of transcendental idealism, was repeated, thus appearing to con
firm, albeit belatedly, Herder's ill-fated criticism of the Kantian transcendental 
turn. Even in Hegelian dialectic and logic, language occupied no special place 
of honor. To be sure. Hegel occasionally alluded to the "logical instinct" of 
language, whose speculative anticipation of the Absolute posed for Hegel the 
task of his brilliant work on logic. And in fact, after Kant's intricately rococo 
Germanizing of the terminology of scholastic metaphysics the significance of 

*This paper was presented in Rome in 1985 and later published in the second volume of Gadamer's 
collected works under the title "Destruktion und Deconstruktion" (GW 2 361-72). Since the essay· 
is in part an effort to show that Heidegger's use of the term Destruktion does not mean "destruc
tion" at all but something quite different, we have left the term untranslated in the title and through
out this volume.-Editors' note. 
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Hegel's contribution to philosophical language is unmistakable. His great lin
guistic and conceptual energy remind one of Aristotle, and indeed Hegel comes 
closest to Aristotle's great example to the extent that he was able to recuperate 
the spirit of his mother tongue in the language of concepts. Of course, just this 
circumstance set up in front of Hegel's writings a barrier of untranslatability that 
was simply insurmountable for more than a century, and even to this day re
mains a most difficult obstacle. Even so, language, as such, was never made a 
central theme in Hegel's thought. 

With Heidegger a similar and even stronger explosion of primal, originary 
linguistic power occurred in the realm of thinking. But accompanying this 
breakthrough came Heidegger's conscious reversion to the originality of Greek 
philosophical discourse. With the sheer palpable power of a vitality rooted in the 
indigenous soil of the life-world, "language" thus became a force which burst 
powerfully through the highly refined descriptive art of Husserlian phenomenol
ogy. At that point it was inescapable that language itself would become the 
object of philosophical self-reflection. Already in 1920, as I myself can testify, a 
young thinker-Heidegger, to be exact-began to lecture from a German univer
sity podium on what it might mean to say "es weltet": it "worlds." This was an 
unprecedented break with the solid and dignified, but at the same time scholasti
cized, language of metaphysics that had become completely alienated from its 
own origins. 

What Heidegger was doing signaled a profound linguistic event in its own 
right, and at the same time the achievement of a deeper understanding of lan
guage in general. At that time, what the tradition of German idealism in von 
Humboldt, the Grimm brothers, Schleiermacher, the Schlegels, and finally 
Dilthey, had contributed with regard to the phenomenon of language-and that 
also had given unexpected impetus to the new linguistic science, above all com
parative linguistics-still remained within the conceptual limits of ldentitatsphi
/o.wphie. the philosophy of identity. The identity of the subjective and objective, 
of thinking and being, of nature and Spirit, were maintained right up into Cas
sirer's philosophy of symbolic forms, among which language was preeminent. 
This tradition reached its highest peak, of course, in the synthetic achievement 
of the Hegelian dialectic: here, throughout all the oppositions and differentia
tions, identity was reconstructed and the originally Aristotelian conception of 
noesis noeseoos [sic] reached its purest elaboration. The final paragraph of 
Hegel's Encyclopedia of the Philosophic Sciences has given this conception its 
most challenging formulation. As if the whole long history of the spirit (Geist] 
was really working toward a single goal, which Hegel expressed by borrowing 
from a famous verse of Virgil: "Tantae mo/is erat se ipsam cognoscere 
mentem"-"Such was the cost in heavy labor of coming to know one's own 
mind."' 

Actually, a perennial challenge to the new postmetaphysical thinking in our 
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century resides in the fact that Hegel's dialectical mediation had already accom
plished the overcoming of modem subjectivism. We need look no further than 
the Hegelian notion of objective spirit for eloquent witness to this. Even the 
religiously motivated critique that Kierkegaard's "either/or" directed at the 
"this, but also that" of Hegel's dialectical self-supersession of all propositions 
could be incorporated by Hegel's dialectic into a totalizing mediation. Indeed, 
even Heidegger's critique of the concept of consciousness, which, through a 
radical ontological Destruktion showed that idealism of consciousness in its 
totality was really an alienated form of Greek thinking, and which boldly con
fronted the overly formal, neo-Kantian element in Husserl's phenomenology, 
was not a complete breakthrough. For what he called the "fundamental ontology 
of Dasein" could not-despite all the temporal analyses of how Dasein is consti
tuted as Sorge ["Care "]-overcome its own self-reference and hence a funda
mental positing of self-consciousness. For this reason, fundamental ontology 
was not able fully to break away from immanent consciousness of the Husser! ian 
type. 

Heidegger himself very soon acknowledged this problem, and so made his 
own the hazardously radical thought experiments with Nietzsche, without, how
ever, finding any paths other than Holzwege, the kind of circuitous dead-ends 
cut by loggers on wooded hillsides.. And these paths, after the Kehre, or turn of 
the way of Heidegger's thinking toward Being, led into impassable regions. 
Could it be that only the language of metaphysics sustains this paralyzing spell 
of transcendental idealism? In turning away from the foundationalist thinking of 
metaphysics, Heidegger drew the extremes! possible consequences from his 
critique of the ontological groundlessness of consciousness and self
consciousness: he turned away altogether from the conceptual attempt of me
taphysics to ground itself. Yet, both his "turn" and this "turning away" 
remained locked in a permanent wrestling match with metaphysics. Not only 
did Heidegger, in order to prepare for the overcoming of metaphysics, propose 
to go beyond modem subjectivism through the Destruktion or de-structuring of 
its unproven concepts, but also-on the positive side-to recover the primordial 
Greek experience of Being by lighting up the idea of Being lying behind the rise 
and dominance of Western metaphysics. In actuality, though, Heidegger's step 
back from Aristotle's concept of Being as physis to the experience of Being in its 
Presocratic beginnings remained an adventurous journey into error. Granted, the 
distant goal, however vague, was always before his eyes: to think anew the 
beginning, the primal, the originary. But to come closer to the beginning always 
means to become aware, in retracing the path from whence one came, of other 
open possibilities. 

Whoever stands at the very beginning must choose his path. If one gets back 
to the beginning, one becomes aware of the fact that from that starting point one 
could have gone other ways-perhaps just as Eastern thought has taken other 
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ways. Perhaps the direction taken by Eastern thought (like that taken by the 
West) did not arise from a free choice. Rather, it may be due to the circumstance 
that no grammatical construction of subject and predicate was present to steer 
Eastern thought into the metaphysics of substance and accident. So it is not 
surprising that one can find in Heidegger's journey back to the beginning some
thing of a fascination with Eastern thought, and he even sought to take a few 
steps down that path with the help of Japanese and Chinese visitors-in vain. 
Languages-especially the basic structure common to all the languages in one's 
culture-are not easily circumventable. Indeed, even when tracing one's own 
ancestry one can never reach back to its beginning. It always slips away into 
uncertainty, as it does for the wanderer on the coast in the famous depiction of 
stepping back in time that Thomas Mann gives us in The Magic Mountain, 
where each final promontory of land yields to yet another in an endless progres
sion. Similarly, Heidegger hoped to find in Anaximander, then in Heraclitus, 
then in Parmenides, then again in Heraclitus, in the originary experience of 
Being, testimony to the mutual interweaving of concealment and disclosure. In 
Anaximander he believed he found presence itself and the tarrying of its es
sence, in Parmenides the untrembling heart of Aletheia, or truth as unconceal
ment, and in Heraclitus the physis that loves to conceal itself. But in the end, 
although all this was valid enough for the kind of indicative linguistic gesture 
that would point off into timelessness, it was not really valid for the speaking
that is to say, the kind of self-interpretation-one encounters in the early Greek 
texts. In the name, in the naming power of words and their labyrinthian paths to 
error, Heidegger found precious veins of gold, in which he could only recognize 
again and again his own vision of Being: that "Being" is not to be construed as 
the Being of beings. But, over and over again, each of these texts turned out not 
to be the final promontory on the way to a free and unobstructed view of Being. 

So it was almost predetermined, so to speak, that on this path of mining the 
primal rock of words Heidegger would finally encounter Nietzsche, whose ex
tremism had already ventured the self-destruction of all metaphysics, all truth, 
and all knowledge of truth. Of course, Nietzsche's own conceptual artistry could 
not satisfy Heidegger, however much he welcomed Nietzsche's breaking of the 
spell of dialectic-"Hegel's veil and those of other veil-makers [Schleier
macher)"-and however much he wanted to corroborate Nietzsche's vision of 
philosophy in the tragic age of Greece, as still something other than the me
taphysics of a true world behind our world of appearances. Yet, all these things 
really only meant for Heidegger becoming a fellow traveller with Nietzsche for 
a short stretch of his own way. "So many centuries-and no new God"-this 
was the motto for Heidegger's reception of Nietzsche. 

But what did Heidegger know of a new God? Did he dimly imagine God and 
lack only the language to evoke Him? Was he too bewitched by the language of 
metaphysics? In spite of atl its preconceptual inescapability, language is not 
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simply the Babylonian captivity of the human mind. Nor does the tower of Babel 
story from our Biblical heritage mean only that human hubris has led to the 
multiplicity of languages and linguistic families. Rather, this story also encom
passes in its meaning the strangeness that arises between one human being and 
another, always creating new confusion. But precisely in this fact lies the possi
bility of overcoming confusion. For language is conversation. One must look for 
the word that can reach another person. And it is possible for one to find it; one 
can even learn the language of the other person. One can cross over into the 
language of the other in order to reach the other. All this is possible for language 
as language. 

To be sure, the "binding element" in conversation, in the sense of that which 
produces itself in the form of the self-generating language of mutual comprehen
sion, is by its very nature necessarily surrounded by Gerede, or idle chatter, and 
thus by the mere appearance of speaking. Jacques Lacan was right when he said 
that the word not directed to another person is such an empty word. Just this 
suggests the primacy that must be accorded to the kind of conversation that 
evolves as question and answer and builds up a common language. A familiar 
experience among two people who do not speak each other's language yet can 
halfway understand the language of the other person is that one discovers that 
one cannot hold a conversation O!} this basis at all. In effect, a slow motion duel 
takes place until one of the two languages is spoken by both people, however 
badly one of the partners may speak it. Anyone can experience this, and it 
suggests something quite important. For in fact not only do conversational part
ners speaking different languages experience this, but also partners speaking the 
same native language, making mutual adjustments as they talk. It is only the 
answer, actual or potential, that transforms a word into a word. 

All rhetoric, too, falls within the scope of this experience. Because it does 
not permit a constant exchange of question and answer, speaking and respond
ing, rhetoric always contains bursts of empty words that we recognize as fluff or 
as a mere "manner of speaking." Likewise, the same thing goes on in the actual 
event of understanding as we listen or are in the process of reading. The fulfill
ment of meaning in these cases, as Husser) in particular has shown, is inter
spersed with empty intentions. 

At this point we must think further about whether that phrase, "the language 
of metaphysics," really has a meaning. Certainly what it can mean is not the 
language in which metaphysics was first developed, namely, the philosopher's 
language of the Greeks. Rather, what it does mean is that certain conceptual 
formulations, derived from the original language of metaphysics, have im
pressed themselves into the living languages of present-day speech communi
ties. In scientific and philosophical discourse we call this the role of. 
terminology. In the mathematics-based natural sciences-above all the experi
mental sciences-the introduction of terms is purely a matter of convention, 
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serving to designate states of affairs available to all and which do not involve any 
genuine relation of meaning between these terms introduced into international 
use and the peculiarities of national language; for instance, in thinking of a 
"volt," is there anyone who also thinks of Alessandro Volta, the great scientist? 

When it comes to philosophy, though, things are quite different. In philoso
phy there are no generally accessible, that is to say, verifiable realms of experi
ence designated by prearranged terminology. The concept-words coined in the 
realm of philosophy are, rather, always articulated by means of the spoken 
language in which they emerge. Of course, here, as in science, concept forma
tion also means that among the many rays of possible meaning a given word has 
acquired, its definition moves toward a more exactly determined meaning. But in 
philosophy such concept-words are never completely separable from the seman
tic field in which they possess their full meaning. Indeed, the complete separa
tion of a word from its context and its enclosure (what Aristotle calls 
"horismos," boundary) within a precise content not only makes it into a con
cept but also necessarily threatens its use with an emptying out of meaning. 
Thus, the formation of such a basic metaphysical concept as ousia, or sub
stance, is never fully accessible so long as the sense of the Greek word is not 
present with it in the full breadth of its meaning. In this regard, it enhances our 
understanding of the Greek concept of Being to know that the primary meaning 
of the word ousia in Greek referred to agricultural property, and that the mean
ing of this concept as the presence of what is present originates from this. 

This example teaches us that there is no "language of metaphysics." There is' 
only a metaphysically thought-out coinage of concepts that have been lifted from 
living speech. Such coinage of concepts can, as in the case of Aristotelian logic 
and ontology, establish a fixed conceptual tradition and consequently lead to an 
alienation from the living language. In the case of ousia, such alienation set in 
early with Hellenistic pedagogy and was continued as this pedagogy was carried 
over into Latin. Subsequently, with the translating of the Latin into the national 
languages of the present to form a contemporary pedagogical language, the 
concept of ousia has increasingly lost its original sense as grounded in the 
experience of being. Thus, the task of a Destruktion of the conceptuality of 
metaphysics was posed. This is the only tenable sense of talk about the "lan
guage of metaphysics": this phrase simply refers to the conceptuality that has 
been built up in the history of metaphysics. 

Early on, Heidegger was to put forward as a rallying cry the task of a Des
truktion of the alienated conceptuality of metaphysics: the ongoing task of con
temporary thinking.' With unbelievable freshness, he was able to trace in 
thinking the concepts of the tradition back to the Greek language, back to the 
natural sense of words and the hidden wisdom of language they contain, and in 
so doing, to give new life to Greek thought and its power to address us today. 
Such was Heidegger's genius. He had a penchant for restoring to words their 
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hidden, no longer intended sense, and then from this so-called etymology to 
draw fundamental consequences for thinking. It is significant in this regard that 
the later Heidegger speaks of "Urworten," or "primal words," words in which 
what he regards as the Greek experience of the world is brought to language far 
more palpably than in the doctrines and propositions of the early Greek texts. 

But Heidegger was certainly not the first to realize the scholasticized lan
guage of metaphysics had become alienated from its subject-matter. Since Fichte 
and above all since Hegel, one finds German idealism already striving by means 
of the dialectical movement of thought to dissolve and melt down the Greek 
ontology of substance and its conceptuality. Precursors of this striving existed 
even among those who employed scholastic Latin, especially in cases where, 
alongside their scholastic treatises, the Jiving word of vernacular preaching 
marched in parallel, as in Meister Eckart or Nicolaus Cusanus, but also later in 
the speculations of Jacob Boehme. Admittedly, these were marginal figures in 
the metaphysical tradition. When Fichte put the word "Tathandlung" [action, 
deed] in place of "Tatsache" [fact], he anticipated in a basic way the provocative 
coinages and definitions of Heidegger, who loved to stand the meaning of a word 
practically on its head. This shows, for example, in his understanding of Enr
femung, or distancing, as Niiherung, or bringing near,' or understanding senten
ces like "Hils hei{Jt Denken?" ("What does thinking mean?''] as meaning 
"What commands us to think?" Or, "Nichts ist ohne Grund" ["Nothing is 
without reason"] as asserting that nothing itself is groundless. All of these 
interpretations are clearly acts of violence committed by a swimmer who strug
gled to swim against the current. 

Those who thought within the tradition of German idealism, however, on the 
whole sought to modify the form of traditional metaphysical conceptuality not 
so much through recovering words and forcing the meaning of words as rather 
through the sharpening of propositions to the point of opposition or contradic
tion. Dialectic has for ages meant the sharpening of immanent oppositions to 
such a point; and if the defense of two contradictory propositions does not just 
produce a negative result but instead aims precisely towards a unity of the 
opposing factors, then the most extreme possibility of metaphysical thinking is 
reached. Thinking, now moving into primordial Greek concepts, becomes capa
ble of grasping the Absolute. But life is freedom and spirit. The strict, inner 
consistency of such a dialectic-a dialectic that Hegel saw as fulfilling the ideal 
of philosophical proof-did in fact enable him to go beyond the subjectivity of 
the subject and to think mind as objective, as we mentioned earlier. Ontologi
cally, however, this movement culminated, once again, in the absolute presence 
of spirit present to itself, as the end of the Encyclopedia attests. It was for this 
reason that Heidegger remained in a constant and tense confrontation with the. 
seductive appeal of dialectic, which instead of working towards the Destruktion 

78 

Destruktion and Deconstruction 109 

of Greek concepts continued to develop the dialectical concepts of spirit and 
freedom-while at the same time domesticating its own thinking. 

We cannot analyze here how Heidegger in his later thinking actually held to 
his fundamental project by maintaining, in a sublimated form, the deconstruc
tive [destruktive] achievement present in its beginnings. The sibylline style of 
his later writings testifies to this. He was fully aware of just how "needful" 
language is-both his and ours. But it seems to me that, along with Heidegger's 
own efforts to leave behind "the language of metaphysics" with the help of 
Holderlin's poetical language, two other paths exist and have in fact been taken 
in efforts to overcome the ontological self-domestication belonging to dialectic 
and move into the open. One is the path from dialectic back to dialogue, back to 
conversation. This the way I myself have attempted to travel in my philosophical 
hermeneutics. The other is the way shown primarily by Derrida, the path of 
deconstruction. On this path, the awakening of a meaning hidden in the life and 
liveliness of conversation is not an issue. Rather, it is in an ontological concept 
of ecriture-not idle chatter nor even true conversation but the background 
network of meaning-relations lying at the basis of all speech-that the very 
integrity of sense as such is to be dissolved, thereby accomplishing the authentic 
shattering of metaphysics. 

In the space of this tension [between philosophical hermeneutics and decon
struction] a most curious shift of emphasis arises. From the perspective of 
hermeneutic philosophy, Heidegger's doctrine of the overcoming of metaphy
sics, with its culmination in the total forgetfulness of Being in our technological 
era, skips over the continued resistance and persistence of certain flexible uni
ties in the life we all share, unities which perdure in the large and small forms of 
our fellow-human being-with-each-other. Deconstruction, on the other hand, 
takes the opposite perspective. To it, Heidegger lacks ultimate radicality in 
continuing to seek the meaning of Being and thereby clinging to a question 
which, one can show, can have no meaningful answer corresponding to it. To the 
question of the meaning of Being Derrida counterposes the notion of "dif
ferance" and sees in Nietzsche a more radical figure in contrast to the meta
physically tempered claim of Heideggerian thinking. He views Heidegger as 
still aligned with logocentrism, against which he poses as a counterthesis what 
he calls "ecriture": a term signifying a meaning always dispersed and deferred 
and shattering all totalizing unity. Manifestly, Nietzsche here represents the 
critical point. 

Thus, if one wants to contrast and weigh the outlooks that the two paths 
leading back from dialectic that we have just described open up, the case of 
Nietzsche stands out: it allows us to discuss what possibilities there are for a 
thinking that can no longer continue as a metaphysics. 

When I give the name "dialectic" to the point of departure from which 
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Heidegger seeks his own way back, it is not just for the obvious reason that 
Hegel created his secular synthesis of the heritage of metaphysics by means of a 
speculative dialectic that claimed to gather into itself the entire truth of its Greek 
beginnings. Rather, it is above all because, unlike Marburg Neokantianism and 
Husserl's Neokantian reshaping of phenomenology, Heidegger himself refused 
to remain within a tradition of modifying and perpetuating the heritage of me
taphysics. What he strove to accomplish in the "overcoming of metaphysics" 
was not exhausted in a mere gesture of protest, as was the case with the left 
Hegelians and men like Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. Rather, he attacked his task 
as being a matter of hard conceptual labor, which one should learn from the 
study of Aristotle. Thus, the term dialectic, as I am using it here, refers to the 
whole wide-ranging totality of the Western tradition of metaphysics-just as 
much to what Hegel called "the logical" as to the "logos" in Greek thinking, 
which had already shaped the first steps in Western philosophy. It is in this sense 
of the term that Heidegger's quest to ask anew the question of Being, or better, 
to pose it for the first time in a non-metaphysical sense, the quest he called "the 
step back," was a way back from dialectic. 

Likewise, the hermeneutic turn toward "conversation" that I have pursued 
not only seeks in some sense to go back before the dialectic of German idealism, 
namely, to Platonic dialectic, but it also aims even farther back before this 
Socratic-dialogical turn to its presupposition: the anamnesis sought for and 
awakened in logoi. The "recollection" that I have in mind is derived from myth 
and yet is in the highest degree rational. It is not only that of the individual soul 
but always that of "the spirit that would like to unite us" -we who are a conver
sation.• 

To be in a conversation, however, means to be beyond oneself, to think with 
the other and to come back to oneself as if to another. When Heidegger thinks 
the metaphysical concept of !#sen or essence no longer as the property of 
presence in present objects but understands the noun Wesen as a verb, he injects 
it with temporality. Wesen, or essence, is now understood as Anwesen, as ac
tively being present, in a way grammatically counterposed to the common Ger
man expression J-erwesen, to decay or decompose. This means, however, that 
Heidegger-in his essay on Anaximander, for example'- imputes another mean
ing to the original Greek experience of time, namely, a sense of dwelling, 
abiding, or tarrying, such as is captured in the common expression, "a space of 
time." In this way, he is in fact able to make his way back behind metaphysics 
and the whole horizon of metaphysics when it is seeking to interrogate Being. 
Heidegger himself reminds us that when Sartre quotes Heidegger's sentence 
"Das We sen des Daseins ist seine Existenz." ["The essence of Dasein is its 
Existenz, or existential possibility"]. he is misusing it if he is not aware that the. 
term "Wesen" is enclosed in quotation marks.' At stake here is decidedly not 
any concept of" Essenz," or "essence," that somehow as essence, is to precede 
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existence or existent things. Nor at stake is some concern with the Sartrean 
inversion of this relation, so that existence is said to precede essence. In my 
opinion, when Heidegger inquires about "the meaning of Being," he is not 
thinking the term "meaning" in the way that metaphysics with its concept of 
essence does, but rather in the sense of a question that does not await a specific 
answer, but instead points in a certain direction for inquiry. 

As I once said, "Sense is sense of a direction"-" Sinn ist Richtungssinn. "' 
One time, Heidegger even introduced an orthographical archaism in spelling the 
term "Sein" as "Seyn" in order to underscore its character as a verb. Similarly, 
my philosophical hermeneutics should be seen as an effort to shake off the 
burden of an inherited ontology of static substance, in that I started out from 
conversation and the common language sought and shaped in it, in which the 
logic of question and answer turns out to be determinative. Such logic opens up 
a dimension of communicative understanding that goes beyond linguistically 
fixed assertions, and so also beyond any all-encompassing synthesis, in the 
sense of in the monologue-like self-understanding of dialectic. Now admittedly, 
the dialectic of German idealism never completely denied its derivation from the 
speculative foundational structure of language, as I have explained in the third 
part of Truth and Method (WM 432ff./414ff.). But when Hegel put dialectic in 
the context of science and method, he actually covered up its ancestry, its origin 
in language. 

Thus, philosophical hermeneutics pays particular attention to the relation of 
the speculative, dual unity playing between the said and the unsaid. This dual 
unity truly precedes any subsequent dialectical sharpening of a proposition to 
the point of contradiction and its supersession in a new proposition. It seems 
very misleading to me for someone to say that just because I emphasize the role 
of tradition in all our posing of questions and also in the indication of answers, I 
am asserting a super-subject and thus (as Manfred Frank and Philippe Forget go 
on to maintain) reducing the hermeneutical experience to an empty word. There 
is no support in Truth and Method for this kind of construction. When I speak 
there of tradition and of conversation with tradition, I am in no way putting 
forward a collective subject. Rather, "tradition" is simply the collective name 
for each individual text (text in the widest sense, which would include a picture, 
an architectural work, even a natural event). Certainly the platonic form of 
Socratic dialogue, led by one partner and followed by the other willingly or 
unwillingly, is a special kind of conversation, but still it remains the pattern for 
all conversational process insofar as in it not the words but the mind or spirit of 
the other is refuted. The Socratic dialogue is no spectacular play of dressing up 
and unmasking for the purpose of knowing better what we already know. Rather, 
it is the true carrying out of anamnesis. What is accomplished in conversation is 
a summoning back in thought [denkende Erinnerung] that is possible only for 
the soul fallen into the finitude of bodily existence. This is the very meaning of 
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the speculative unity that is achieved in the "virtuality" of the word: 8 that it is 
not an individual word nor is it a formulated proposition, but rather it points 
beyond all possible assertions. 

Clearly, the dimension in which our questioning is moving here has nothing 
to do with a code, and the business of deciphering one. It is certainly correct 
that a certain decoding process underlies all writing and reading of texts, but 
this represents merely a precondition for hermeneutic attention to what is said in 
the words. In this regard, I am fully in agreement with the critique of structural
ism. But it seems to me that I go beyond Derrida's deconstruction, since a word 
exists only in conversation and never exists there as an isolated word but as the 
totality of a way of accounting by means of speaking and answering. 

Obviously the principle of deconstruction involves something quite similar to 
what I am doing, since in carrying out what he calls ecriture, Derrida, too, is 
endeavoring to supersede any metaphysical realm of meaning which governs 
words and their meanings. Furthermore, the achievement of this ecriture is not 
an essential Being but a contour or furrow, a trace that points. So Derrida 
speaks out against a metaphysical concept of logos and against the logocentrism 
that is inscribed even in Heidegger's question about Being as a question about 
the meaning of Being. But this is an odd Heidegger, a Heidegger interpreted 
back through Husser!; as if all speaking consisted merely of propositional judg
ments. In this sense, it is certainly true that the tireless constitution of meaning, 
to which phenomenological research is dedicated and which operates in the act 
of thinking as the fulfillment of an intention of consciousness does mean "pres
ence." It is the declarative voice (voix) assigned to the presence of what is 
thought in thinking. Even in Husser! 's efforts to build a respected philosophy, 
however, it is precisely the experience of time and time-consciousness that 
forms the prior basis of all "presence" and even the constitution of supratempo
ral validity. It is, of course, correct that the problem of time held Husserl's 
thought in an unbreakable spell because he himself held on firmly to the Greek 
concept of Being-a spell Augustine had already broken with the riddle he 
presented to himself about the being of time: that, to put it in Hegelian terms, 
the "now" both is and at the same time is not. 

Like Heidegger, Derrida immerses himself in the mysterious multiplicity 
lodged in a word and in the diversity of its meanings, in the indeterminate 
potential of its differentiations of meaning. The fact, though, that Heidegger 
questions from the proposition and assertion back to the openness of Being that 
first makes words and propositions possible at all allows him, at the same time, 
to gain an advantage for understanding the whole dimension of assertions, an
titheses and contradictions. In the same way, Derrida appears to be on the track 
of those traces that are to be fiJund only in the act of reading. He has, in· 
particular, sought to recover the analysis of time in Aristotle: that "time" ap
pears in Being as deferred difference, or what Derrida calls "Ia dijjerance." But 
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because he reads Heidegger through Husser!, he takes Heidegger's borrowing of 
Husserlian concepts, which is clearly noticeable in the transcendental self
description present in Being and Time, as evidence of Heidegger's logocen
trism. Likewise, he deems as "phonocentrism" the fact that I take not only 
conversation but also the poem and its appearance in the inner ear as the true 
reality of language. As if voice, or discourse, could ever attain presence simply 
in the act of its performance, even for the most strenuous reflective conscious
ness of the speaker, and were not rather itself an act of disappearance. This is no 
cheap argument about reflection but a reminder of what happens to every speak
ing and thinking person: precisely because one is "thinking," one is not aware of 
oneself. 

So we may take Derrida 's critique of Heidegger's Nietzsche-interpretation
an interpretation of Nietzsche that in fact I myself find persuasive-as an illus
tration of the unsettled problematic before which we find ourselves. On the one 
side stands the bewildering richness of facets and the endless play of masks in 
which Nietzsche's bold experiments in thinking appear to disperse themselves 
into an ungraspable multiplicity. On the other side, there is the question one may 
put to Nietzsche of what all the play in this enterprise might mean. It is not as if 
Nietzsche himself ever had the unity of this dispersal clearly before him and had 
a conceptual grasp of the inner connection between the basic principle of will to 
power and the noontime message of the eternal return of the same. If I under
stand Heidegger correctly, this is precisely what Nietzsche has not done, so 
these metaphors of his last visions look like mirroring facets with no underlying 
unity. In any case, such a unity, Heidegger would say, represents the unified 
ultimate position in which the question concerning being itself forgets itself and 
loses itself. This is what the technological era signifies, the era in which nihi
lism in fact brings about an endless return of the same. 

To think this through, to take up Nietzsche in a thoughtful way, does not seem 
10 me to be some kind of falling back into metaphysics and the ontological 
concept of "essence" in which it culminates. If it were such a relapse, Heideg
ger's own ways of thinking, in pursuit of an "essence" with a completely differ
ent, temporal, structure, would not always lose themselves in impassable 
regions-let alone be the conversation that may be enriching itself in our own 
day with great new partners drawn from a heritage extending across our planet. 
This conversation should seek its partner everywhere, just because this partner 
is other, and especially if the other is completely different. Whoever wants me 
to take deconstruction to heart and insists on difference stands at the beginning 
of a conversation, not at its end. 
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14 Derridian dispersion and 
Heideggerian articulation 

General tendencies in the practices 
that govern intelligibility 

Charles Spinosa 

There :ue many fruitful questions one can ask about practices. Philosophers 
typicallv ask how practices serve as conditions for the possibility of\ a rio us 
kinds of complicated human comportments. Philosophers. for insr:1nce. ''ho 
are interested in cogniti\e acts will show how shared habitual practic.:s are 
crucial for the application of :1ny rule. Anthropologists and socioio~ists 
interested in mstituted aspects of human life such as gender or gift-gi1 in,: tend 
co [ocus on showing that neither systems of belief. nor funcrionai anai'. -es. nor 
>ysrems of structural difference can account for the imprO\ isationai cn~ir:lcter 
of such instituted forms of life.: Others. frequently with some psychcto~ic:1l 
tr:1ining. are more likely to ask if practices :1re more !ike constant!\ de1 eloping 
skills or more iike rigid habits. Are practices more like de,·eloping skiils 11 hen 
they are acti,ely deployed toward some particular end or more like swble 
habits when they ground the recognition of something? Hisrori:1ns. like 
Foucault. re' eal how the same ethical maxims or the same social functions 
produce quite different iorms of life as different kinds of practices. say. 
monarchic:.1l or disciplinary. Stoical or Christian. are in place for enacring the 
maxims or functions. Alluf these kinds of analysis are important 1 and I haw 
only surveyed a small number of fruitful kinds of practice analysis). Bur l want 
to focus attention on an J.spect or the way practices work which I believe is 
mostly overlooked and which has significant consequences for am· ethics 
founded on practice. I shall spend the first part of this paper tleshing llUt the 
aspect of practices that I am interested in exploring. In the second and third 
parts of the paper. I shall describe how Derrida and Heidegger gi1e two 
radically different accounts of this aspect of practice. And in a short fourth 
part I shail conclude by giving a consideration that suggests why I belie,·e 
Heidegger's account is preferable and how it could be altered to embed 
Derrida·s insights. My main goal. however, is to open consideration of generai 
tendencies in the way practices work and point out the ethical consequences 
of identifying such tendencies. 
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The general tendency of elaboration that governs practices 

To see what I am getting at when I speak of a tendency in the way practices 
work. let me take a simple example. Assuming that social practices are 
generally matters of skilL note that whenever we learn a new practice, even a 
very simple one such as jogging. we find ourselves constantly sensitive to new 
things to which we had paid scant attention before. Or we become sensitive to 
old things in a new way. In jogging, we become sensitive, for instance. to pains 
in our legs and lungs. to the racing of our hearts. to how much we perspire. to 
what interests us as we jog, that is. whether we are more interested in having 
some intellectual problem to try to work through while we jog or having some 
beautiful trail to look at. Generally. we c:laborate our practice according to 
whatever new sensitivities appear. And we develop these elaborations with 
awareness or without. So. we might with full awareness experiment to find out 
if we notice the pain in our legs so much if we jog while trying to solve an 
intellectual problem. Or we might discover that we had, without :mv aware
ness, developed the practice of making the second half of our run with the sea 
breeze in our faces so that the perspiration would not get in our eyes.: In both 
cases, however. either with awareness or without, we are dealing with some 
particular issue that arises in the course of jogging simply by engaging in the 
practice of jogging. As we deal with more and more conditions with more l)f 
less awareness. the practice itself will become more elaborated. \\·e will jog. 
for instance. only when we have thought of a suitable intellectual problem or 
only in a certain direction. This is only to say that so long as we engage in the 
practice. we will develop ways of dealing with the wide variety of things that 
the practice itself opens up to us. There should be little controversial in what l 
have said so far. I take it that we have all noticed that as we dri\e or ski or 
speak in public or teach that we become better at it in ways that ~o beyond 
those we explicitly worked at improving. We recognize. for example. that long 
after we have ceased trving to develop our driving skill. we continue improving 
in smoothing out our ride. 

My general point is that practices tend toward their own elaboration. 
Indeed. that fairly weak and probably uninteresting claim is sufficient for the 
rest of what I have to say. but I should like to strengthen it because. in its 
stronger form. its force becomes clearer. I want to say that practices tend 
toward their own elaboration regardless of our explicit intentions. To see that 
practices have this autonomous tendency, recall that once skills become 
habitual. they continuously dr;1w us to recognize things relevant to the skill or 
practice that before we would have passed over. To see that these new 
recognitions do not depend on the explicit intention to take up the practice. 
recall that even if I give up jogging, indeed. explicitly and consciously resolve 
to myself to give up jogging, I will still see this or that trail as looking good for a 
jog. That is. upon seeing the trail, I will find myself getting my body set to run 
and wondering where my running shoes are even before realizing that the 
sight of the trail is enticing me to run. Indeed, I may even realize that the trail 
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enticed me to run at an unaccustomed time, and hence the jogging practice 
that I sought to curtail was becoming further elaborated despite my intention. 
Of course. once I catch myself. I will refocus my attention. following whatever 
practice I have for dealing with irrelevant solicitations to act. and gradually I 
will become desensitized to attractive running trails. But so long as I have the 
jogging skill. I will be guided. both with awareness and withow. bv its tendencv 
toward further elaboration of itself. · · 

The question of how to characterize this phenomenon of elaboration has 
exercised a relatively small number of philosophers. The greatest difference 
on this point is between Derrida and Heidegger. Derrida argues that the 
tendency toward elaboration generally involves the production of ne\v wavs of 
deploying a practice t-hat are. in a certain way, discontinuous \vith the ~lder 
ways of deploying it. Elaboration is. then, for Derrida. dispersive or dissemi
nating. In contrast. Heidegger argues that this elaboration generally produces 
a better articulated ::ore practice w·hich we mav think of. then. as ha\·in!! a 
stable I though not a fixed) nature. For Heidegger. then. elaboration- is 
articulative. He sometimes speaks of this articulative nature of practices as 
gathering and later asEreignis. In developing the Derridian and Heideggerian 
arguments. we shall see that an account of the nature of elaboration deter
mines whether the stability of things is some sort of imposition that runs 
against the nature of practice or is the regular tendency oi practice. \Vhen one 
considers instituted forms of life such as gender. one can see that argumg ror 
the instability or stability of practices will have large politicoethic;i co-nse
quences. 

Dispersion: Derrida on the general tendency of practices 

It may seem perverse to connect Derrida to practices. Derrida is associated 
with deconstructions <lf structural systems of difference. But. from quite early 
in his career. Derrida claimed that writing. which for him was a paradigmatic 
activity for undermining logocentric meaning. and practice were functional 
equivalents. Practice understood in its ontological structure was the 
appropriate notion for upsetting the philosophical opposition between theorv 
and practice just as writing understood in its ontological structure wa~ 
appropriate to upsetting the opposition between speech and writing ( Derrida 
198la: ~).More recentlv. he has claimed that the language svstem is itself 
grounded in practices of exchange and that the gift se;,.e; th~ same decon
structive function in social practices generally that writing served in 
deconstructing metaphysical thinking (Derrida 1992: SO-l). 

Since Derrida ·s claim that practices tend to disperse is less well known than 
is Heidegger's opposite claim. the argument for it will be deployed in two 
stages. Leaving out nuances. I will speak of the · Derridian · argument. First. 
the Derridian argues for a special sort of externalist decisionism that defeats 
the Wittgensteinian confidence that habitual practices themselves are 
sufficient for recognizing stable kinds of things and projecting old meanings 

87 



202 Charles Spinosa 

into new situations. Second. the Derridian shows that this externalist aspect of 
practical behavior. which makes practices insufficient for recognizing stable 
kinds. plays an active role in all of our practical comportments. It is in the 
second half of this argument that we shall see the Derridian account of 
practices' dispersive kind of elaboration. 

In the first stage of his argument. the Derridian tries to bring out cases 
where the habitual practices that constitute a context are not :>ufficient for 
deciding what some seemingly common kind of thing is. That is to say. 
habitual practices alone do not determine how we should deal with something 
familiar. To take a simple case. we may ask if an instance of a door is still an 
instance of that type when we put it on top of crates and start using It as a desk? 
Our intuition that the desktop is no longer a door is probably only a little 
stronger. if it is any stronger at all. than our intuition that it remains a door. To 
see this. we could change the simple everyday context we start with by 
\\~ighting more and more details that would strengthen one or the other 
intuition. We could. for instance. give weight to our sense that the -omething·s 
origin counts in determining its nature by imagining that we ar.: iiving in a 
house full of heirlooms. Or we could add weight to our sense that the function 
of something determines its nature by imagining that this ·dof'r-desktop· 
::~ppears in a modern business setting \vhere efficiency is all that :ounts. The 
point is to see that we can always give good reasons for giving add.:J weight to 
considerations that would shift our intuitions concerning this ·ctoor-jesktop.·' 

In these cases where we can give good reasons for seeing something as an 
instance of either of two incompatible types such as a door or a ciesktop. we 
should also see that the way of handling such instances is by an imposition 
(that could hil'e been directed differently). We run into such impositions in 
ordinary life when we find that the dissenting opinions of court justices are as 
compelling as the majority opinions or whenever we. ourselves. must act on 
very weak intuitions. What determines which type (or law) an instance ialls 
under in such 'exed cases is not some determinate detail of tho:: thing or 
situation. Instead. a determination is made by a speech community (or some
one in the authoritative position in the speech community)• as to whether the 
thing will be handled as this or that type of thing.' In these kinds of cases. 
although the context of practices circumscribes the range of the decision. the 
context of practices alone will not determine under which specific type a given 
instance falls. To recur to our simple example. in the simple everyda~ context. 
no practice will clearly determine whether we have a desktop or 3 ctoor. But. 
on.::e the speech community or its representative decides the matter. then we 
will retrospectively see the situation as a whole in accord with the d...:cision. 

So far. though. the Derridian has merely argued that our way of acting may 
include cases where habitual practices do not determine how we deal with 
something. A decision is then required. To show that the number of such cases 
is indefinitely large, the Derridian draws on the notion of citationality. 
Citationality is a characteristic of entities, namely that they may but need not be 
taken as instances of the same type in an indefinitely large number of 

88 

Di5persion and aniculation 203 

contexts.' This property enables people to ask the question: is this entity. 
which we recognized as an instance of type X in context A still an instance ot 
type X now that we are in context B?' And citationality allows that entities that 
are instances of types may be intelligibly imported with appropriate changes 
into as many contexts as can be imagined. So citationality allows tho:: door to be 
taken from the context of practices where we normally encounter it- entering 
a dwelling- and inserted into such contexts of practices as those for dealing 
with tables. artworks. and philosophers· examples. And. of course. an indefi
nitely large number of contexts can be imagined.' We only need imagine 
John Searle asking us about doors inside a whale's stomach to see how far 
citationality can take us and how unlimited its range is. 

But even if there are an indefinitely large number of citationally possible 
contexts in which practices alone could not tell us how to deal w·ith seemingly 
common things like doors. one might still argue that Derridian decisionism or 
imposition is parasitic on situations where habitual practices do succeed in 
unproblematically determining how to handle something familiar. I take it 
that a \Vittgensteinian would say that if in the cases where imposition occurs. 
there is a clear choice between rwo types. then these cases or imposition 
depend upon the unproblematic cases that determine which types to consider. 
Consequently. the cases of imposition are logicaliy dependent on the un
problematic. clear cast:s.' That is. one could not recognize the problematic case 
requiring an imposition if one did not already have the unproblematic cases. 

The Derridian, however. belie\es that, e\en if there are moments where 
habitual practices enable determinations without decisions. his argumenrs 
show that \\e have no grounds for attributing logical priority ro them. His 
account of difficult instances \vhere ways of dealing with things must be 
imposed is supposed to demonstrate that the habitual ways of dealing with 
things not only underdetermine possible future applications bur also unuer
detennine all our seemingly stable past ways of dealing with things. To see 
this. we must look to the retrospective nature of impositions.:" .-Vter the fact Llf 

any imposition. pre\·ious cases are retroactively transformed so as to appear 
to determine the present case. The second stage of the Derridian argument 
takes up w/n· this reinterpretation of the past takes place. That it takes place 
we may see by reminding ourselves that this kind of revisioning frequentlv 
happens when important laws change. In the United States. for instance. when 
the judicial determination in Ples~-y v. Ferguson was the law of the land. then 
race relations, civil rights. the constitution. and most social situations \vere 
generally taken to support the doctrine of separate but equal. Citizenship at 
its best was. by and large. just seen as in support of P/essy. But when the 
judicial determination of Brown v. Board of Education came to rule. then the 
nature of civil rights. the constitution, most social situations. and even being a 
good citizen were seen by most as supporting the new Brown-type equality. At 
least one of these judicial decisions must have been an imposition.: 1 And. with 
such an example, we see that a present imposition changes the way we deal 
with the meaning and implications of past cases as well as future ones. We see 
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our past now according to our impositions. Consequently, habitual applica
tions of types are as conceptually dependent on imposed applications as 
imposed applications are dependent on habitual ones. The nature of both past 
and future practice depends equally on both habit and imposition. Hence. 
there is no logical priority for determinations by habitual practices alone. 

But so far the Derridian argument has only made claims about the equal 
logical priority of handling things through habitual practices and handling 
them by imposing a practice. In the second stage of the Derridian argument. 
the Derridian shows why impositions take place and thereby shows that 
making impositions is always active in our practical comportment. If we are 
regularly imposing types. kinds. and so forth. then our dealing with things is 
always taking into account the discontinuity implicit in making such 
impositions: consequently, the elaboration of practices would be dispersive 
not articulative. And so far as we do not recognize this instability in our ethics 
and elsewhere. we are acting and thinking against our practical natures. 

In developing this view. Derrida starts with what he holds to be a basic 
tendency of all intentional comportment. ·Intention.· he says. 

necessarily can and should 1101 attain the plenitude toward which it 
nonetheless inevitably tends ... Whether it is a question of prediscursi\·e 
e:-.:perience or of speech Jets. plenitude is at t)nce what miems t111d 

t'ndangers the intentional movement. whether it is conscious or not. There 
can be no intention that does not tend toward it. but also no intention that 
attains it (Derrida 1988c: 136-7). 

This is to say. in roughly Searlean terms. that any directed human comport
ment has conditions of satisfaction that it seeks to satisfy. 1 ~ So. if someone 
tries to open the door. she will meet the conditions of satisfaction if she brings 
it about in a standard way that the door is opened. This is what it means for an 
intentional comportment or practice to seek full plenitude. But the Derridian 
says that practices never achieve this full plenitude. Surely he cannot be saying 
simply that conditions of satisfaction are never met. Rather. he is claiming 
that so far as each situation in which a habitual practice is deployed is different 
from previous situations of its deployment. the conditions of satisfaction will 
have to be amended to fit the differences between situations. In short. Derrida 
is starting by noting that practices must elaborate themselves in different 
situations. Since the conditions of satisfaction of intentional comportments 
must be modified to fit the <;lifferences between situations, no previously 
established conditions of satisfaction will be simply met. But why not say. as 
Heidegger does. that these developments of conditions of satisfaction are 
merely extensions or refined articulations of the general conditions of 
satisfaction already implicit in the practice? It seems fair to say that. at least. 
sometimes such amendments ot the conditions must be precisely such exten~ 
sions. But Derrida thinks that this sort of analysis does not take our coping 
with the differences between situations seriously. 
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To take these differences seriously. we must note the following things: first. 
we could not describe what we were doing as engaging in a practice we have 
engaged in before unless we were able to respond to the current situation as 
d(fferent from past situations. Second. this differentiation requires that 
something about the situation single it out from other past situations. Third. 
as soon as this difference is recognized with awareness or not. we must assume 
that the issue of citationality is raised. That is. the issue is opened of whether 
the conditions of satisfaction for doing X in past situations count as the condi
tions of satisfaction in this situation. Or must the conditions of satisfaction be 
amended by an imposition? For Derrida, this constant openness to imposition 
is enough to claim that the practices tend toward dispersion. which is to sav 
that they tend toward impositions which could not be projected from earlie-r 
states of the practices. In short. if we are constantly ready ro make impo
sitions. then there are differences enough from situation to situation for us 
regularly to do so. Here is how Derrida 1~akes this point: 

What ... I call iterability (here read iterability as citationality] is at once 
that which tends to attain plenitude and that which bars access to it. 
Through the possibility of repeating every mark as the same it makes wav 
for an idealization that seems to deliver the full presence of ideal objects 
... but this repeatability itself ensures that the full presence of a singu
larity thus repeated comports in itself the reference to something else. 
thus rending the full presence that it nevertheless announces. This is whv 
iteration is not simply repetition (Derrida 1988c: 129). -

So for Derrida any stability in the practices. any sense that the prnctices 
elaborate themselves by articulating implicit possibilities \\-ithin themselves 
is itself based upon citationality and hence on the possibility of imposed 
practices. Deconstruction is really little more than increasing sensiti\·irv to 
this instability. As Derrida puts it. the ·norms of minimal intelligibilitY ar~ ... 
by essence mobile· ( Derrida l988c: 14 7). - · 

The consequences of this position are that all ways of making things 
intelligible are essentially unstable. To put the matter as Derrida doe-s. 
"deconstruction· is firstly this destabilization on the move in ... ·the things 
themselves" (Derrida 1988c: 14 7). As an ethical or political matter. it follm~s 
that one should become, at least. suspicious of institutions and experiences 
that tend toward the stability of things. For such institutions and experiences 
would tend to occlude the way in which our own form of intelligibilitv works, 
that is, would tend to occlude the way practices elaborate rhe~selv~s. Also. 
those accounts of practice that regard practices as enabling us to have stable if 
not permanent kinds, according to the Derridian. get it wrong. Stable institu
tions, like stable practices, are stable because force. which the Derridian 
usually thinks of as hegemonic force, makes them so (Derrida 1988c: 137 
and 144). So logocentrism (understanding ourselves as in control of our 
intentions) repeatedly imposes itself through the violent force of the legal. 
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academic. journalistic. and other ethics-promoting institutions. Since such 
force goes against the way we make sense of things. it presumably arises out of a 
warping of practice to further special interests at the expense of intel!igibiliry. 

Articulation: Heidegger on the general tendency of practices 

As Derrida has noted. the cardinal difference between his view and Heidegger's 
lies in Heidegger·s wholehearted approval of such terms as owning. the 
proper. and appropriateness in contrast to Derrida ·s outright rejection of 
such terms in favor of grafting and dissemination ( Derrida 198 i b: 5..! ). The 
simplest way to see the difference in focus would be to start with the example 
of a craftsperson. For Heidegger. the typical way human intelligibility works is 
exemplitied by the craftsperson·s way of making things intelligible .. -\s with 
the craftsperson !earning his craft. for Heidegger. practices tend toward a 
refinement whose goal is producing a craft product that draws people not oniy 
to use 11 but also to understand better how such products are an important 
part of their lives. In contrast. in looking at the same craftsperson in order ro 
under.;;rand the nature of the intelligibility <Jf things. Derrida '.vould focJ> 
on the '-\ay the crartsperson has to make her practices clear to materials 
suppliers. employees. tax assessors. accountants. diiferent kinds ot customer>. 
and so forth. Increasing intelligibility does not amount. for Derrida. to refining 
those practices that will give a product a single. determinate. :1nd cared-for 
place in the lives of users. Rather. for Derrida. increasing intelligibilit"\ 
amounts to managing all the situations in whicn the product appears\\ ith :dl 
the different peopk who are related to it in various contexts. There is no 
primordial context of the sort Heidegger would hav·e. 

To understand more fully how Heidegger characterizes the \\av pr::tctices 
tend toward elaboration means seeing more clearly what he meant in the 
1950s when he wrote about £reign is as the ·governing force ... [that] brings all 
... beings each into its own· (Heidegger 1971 a: 127). For this sense of Ereignis 
is what I have so far described with the more general term ·articulation.· 
Bringing something into its own means bringing it into the context of those 
practices where the purpose that the thing is recognized as serving comes out 
most clearly and worthily. What does it mean for something's purpose to be 
brought out most clearly and most worthily? And what counts as the purpose 
which a thing is recognized as serving? 

Answering the second question is relatively easy. Most of the time. the 
purpose which something (especially a piece of equipment) is recognized as 
serving is the purpose for which it was created or the purpose it has come to 
serve in those social contexts where its loss would be felt as seYerely 
constraining. So, for instance. a hammer is for hammering. A car is for driving 
on roads to get from one place to another in the course of daily activities. But 
we all know that there are lots of other uses for hammers and cars. Hammers· 
can serve as paper weights and weapons. Cars can serve for off-road races. 
bedrooms. and so forth. But, for Heidegger, we mostly understand equipment 
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as having a chief role along with other minor roles. 1
' The same s;oes for rhinos 

other than equipment, but their roles are not so obvious. So~ for someo;e 
who casually walks through the woods, the deer are for contemplation: for 
the hunter. however. the deer are for hunting; for the farmer. they are pests. 
and so forth. It follows that what is generally recognized as the purpose of 
~omething .:hanges both with history and with the community of people 
mvolved. Bicycles. for young wealthy people, are for maintaining one ·s fitness 
and racing from coffee shop to coffee shop. Bicycles. for younger or poorer 
people. may be for getting around town to do chores. or to ~et to and from 
school or work. and so forth. But the changes of purpose ~re not hidden 
within each micro act of. say. observing a deer but come out as we cross 
communities or as we move from the traditional to the vanguard in our own 
communities. 

Purposes. then. are fairly simple. \Vhat does it mean for something to exist 
within a set of practices such that its purpose is brought out most cle-arlv and 
most worthiiy? A thing·s purpose is brought out most clearlv when. firs-t. the 
thing is in a situation where it solicits th~se practices which .:an. in fact. be 
deployed at the time and which enable one to use the thing dfectivelv and 
familiarly according to recognized norms. A bottle of wi~e. for instance. 
solicits pr::11:tices for savoring and drinking slowly when we are relaxed :.md at 
dinner with iriends. It may solicit simiiar practices when 1.ve see it in the shop 
or while we are driving. but we cannot t.kploy the appropri:He practices on 
those occasions. ' Second. a thing will have its purpose come out most 
worthily\\ hen the practices it solicits are ones with which we ha\ e a great deal 
of familiarity. Drinking the \vine with friends on manv occasions e~tablishes 
these practices as those that are familiar and indeed e~bodv one of the <>oods 
in our lives. This is the kind of familiarit"\· Heidegger has i~ mind whe; he is 
interested in things being brought out .in their -~wn. ;' Third. a purpose is 
brought out clearly and worthily when. for instance. the wine-drinking draws 
us to express our identities as friends with intensirv. That is.\\ e not on I~ feel at 
home with our fellows but also recognize the vuln.erabilit"\' of our identities as 
friends as ,lther situations draw us r~ do things that wouid m:1ke the familiar 
wine-drinking situation impossible.·'' Fourth. a purpose is brought out clearlv 
~tnd worthily when the thing is able to solicit :1 general mood th;t firs with th~ 
practices for using it and enables those involved to be attuned to the kinds of 
distinctions and solicitations that it promotes. The point here is that we mav 
be drinking wine with our friends on a suitable occasion. in the tradition;! 
familiar way. and with a sense of the vulnerabilirv of the situation and of our 
id~ntities to change. but still not feel fully attun~d to what is happening. \Ve 
might be m a so~r or nervous mood. The right mood. when it comes, just 
descends on us.' In generaL a thing can be said to reveal its purpose most 
clearly and worthily when the practices that it solicits are important in one ·s 
communiry. make one feel at home in dealing with the thing. enable one to 
recognize the vulnerability of one's identity, and provoke th~ right mood for 
the situation. And a thing's importance to the community, the fa~iliarity with 

93 



208 Charles Spinosa 

which we engage with the thing. the vulnerability of our identity in the situ
ation of engagement, and the appropriate mood all remain relatively stable. 

Heidegger calls Ereignis this tendency in the practices to bring things into 
their own in this way. Thus. the practices for dealing with any thing hme a kind 
of telos; they tend to make the thing connected to the rest of a community·s 
life in such a way that the practices and the personal identities invoh ed are 
taken as worthy. This telos is relational. It depends upon the rest of the 
practices in a community. the kinds of identities the community supports. the 
traditions with which people in the community are familiar. and the kinds of 
uses that the community holds \·aiuable. Also. this telos is only a tendency. or 
to put it in Heidegger·s terms. it is a gentle law ( Heidegger 197la: l2S). The 
tendency can be constrained by all sorts of contingent circumstances. In times 
of severe economic stress. for instance. practices for sharing wine with friends. 
perhaps even pra~o:tices for having friends just could not get off the ground no 
matter how the wine bottle and past familiarlization solicited that kind of 
behavior. But. normally. practices are best understood when they are seen 3S 

tending towards the local stability provided by the telos. Such thinking 
suggests that. as practices elaborate themselves. a stable end is implicit in 
their elaborations. 

Under a Heideggerian view. amendments to conditions of satisiaction that 
are made in response to differences in situations would be made in the iignr of 
a thing·s overall telos. This stable telos would govern even if a decision had to 

be imposed regarding which practices to deploy. Thus. this stable telos snows 
that the differences between situations are normally 110t what is ;nost 
important. Of course. significant contingent changes might result in a thing 
soliciting different practices altogether. But then a new telos wouiJ be 
instituted and the gentle law broken. In general. then. while Derrida treats all 
differences that occur from situation to situation as always importJnt. 
Heidegger regards them as mostly. but not always. trivial. 

Finally. just as the Derridian calls upon us through deconstruction to come 
into accord with dispersion. the Heideggerian who sees practices as tending to 

produce local stabilities calls us. in the name of coming into accord with how 
human intelligibility works. to preserve those stabilities. And. as Derrida 
notes. this means defending some notions of property and the proper. 

Heidegger's articulation over Derrida's dispersion 

There is one important reason for preferring the articulative account to the 
dispersive account. But to become sensitive to it. we must recall a moment in 
which we have experienced practices bringing something out in its own. 
Perhaps we all can recall an experience of a family meal where everyone in the 
familv understood at that moment what it meant to be a familv member and 

' ' 
that eating the dinner and telling the stories of the day made these identities 
and the practices of sharing food together at the end of the day clear. 
important. and worthy. Of course, Derrida, too, can give us an account of how 
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central stabilities - like those involving the nuclear family - could seem 
valuable to us even if their production ran against the general tendency toward 
dispersion in the practices. Much of Derrida ·s discussion of hegemonic forces 
is meant to explain the seeming value of such stabilities. But- the Derridian 
account suggests that our experience of marginal, non-dominant practices 
should be dispersive and not articulative. But marginal practices infrequently 
exhibit a dispersive character. Take. for instance. the marginal example that 
has already been developed of drinking wine with friends. How could the 
Derridian account make sense of it being beneficial to the logocentric. 
phallocentric. carnocentric, or other form of Western centrism still active 
todav that the wine gathers friends together as friends"? These meetings of 
friends ov~r wine seem to do nothing to convince us that our intention~ are 
clearly present to us and fully satisfied. Such meetings sometimes do support 
the dear bounded identities of phallocentrism. but just as often enable 
di~plays of feeling that undermine such identities. Perhaps. in the past. such 
meetings helped us to dominate animals. but one does not think todav that 
drinking 1.vine with friends involves such domination. If anvthing.- such 
occasions have more kinship with a kind of nearness that mc:rg~s int~ntions 
and identities so that ownership and dominance are lost rather than anvthing 
that fits with one of the hegemonic centrisms Derrida worries about. As ; 
careful reader of Heidegger. Derrida worries about ne:uness too. but that is 
because he tends to see it as supporting one of the hegemonies. But though 
there are no doubt many forms of nearness that do support the various 
reigning mutually supporting hegemonies. friends gathering to drink wine in 
no obvious way support this or that current hegemony. Such examples of 
stabilities that occur when we ctre ensaged in marginal practices suggest the 
superiority of Heidegger"s claim that practices usually tend to articulate local 
stabilities rather than unleash dispersive discontinuities. 

On the basis of such marginal situations. a Heideggerian \Vould have us 
recognize that a telos guides the elaboration of practices around some thing 
or event . .\loreover. the marginality of a practice such as friendship which has 
never been a central organizing practice in our culture suggests that the telos 
need not be a trace of some centrism in the general cultural practices that 
draws us to make impositions of one sort and not another. But. as we noted. 
Heidegger does not think that the tendencv to bring things out in their own most 
is anything more than a tendency. He aliows that circ~mstances override it. 
but he does not describe such cases. The Derridian analvsis can be usefullv 
regarded as an important and fitting addition to Heidegg-er. one that tells u~ 
precisely how such an overriding imposition occurs. A practice engages a new 
circumstance that cannot be easily accommodated with the considerations of 
the telos (appropriateness. familiarity, vulnerability, and mood). Hence. an 
~mposition is required, and that imposition is itself retrospectively normal
IZed. Drawing the Derridian account into the Heideggerian account in this 
way enables the Heideggerian interpreter to account for the development of 
many new marginal practices and for the discontinuities of change. 

95 



210 Charles Spinosa 

The Derridian deconstructionist could reply that all the Heideggerian 
interpreter has done is uncover the force of a new hegemonic ·centrism'
Ereignis, the tendency to bring things out in their ownmost - which has 
infected Western practice. But to accept this Derridian response requires that 
we make sense of the revolutionary possibility of dispersive practice3 giving us 
the ability to make things and people intelligible without any ·centrism.· telos. 
or stabilizing practice. While we can conceive of such a Derridian revo
lutionary possibility, we can ground it only in artistic experiences and in such 
marginal everyday moments as our experience of shocking moments. For 
instance. when we find ourselves imposing sense before \Ve can make it in such 
simple and shocking situations as encountering a fertilized egg or :.1 familiar 
person in a setting that makes immediate identification difficult. To defend 
his account. the Derridian would have to go further than allowing that those 
unusual experiences of change could become a little more usual. The 
Derridian would have to claim that our common experiences oi making sense 
of the world would be of this sort where imposition is common and subility is 
rare. For these reasons, it is much more plausible to incorporate the Derridian 
insights into the Heideggerian interpretation and concei\·e of stability coming 
from some aspect of our everyday practices. with breaks in stabilitY :.~rising 
from the imposed responses to radically unusual contingency to which Derrida 
draws our attention. 

Notes 

In using the term ·improvisational.· I am recurring to Bourdieu·s examrk oi the 
gift-giYing master who is able. in a situation full of unusual contingenc:~,-. to act 
;gai~st his habitual training in a completely unusual way and yet be-rewgnized by 
the communitY as having done exactlv the right thing to oreserYe hoth 'lis <;tatus 
and the tr;:u.Jitional practice 1)i gift-gi~·ing its~lf. I takl! it. that thi~ impnwi>ation 
shows that practices are more like skills than habits or hai:-itual dispo"t:L>ns and 
that they are not in the possession oi any individual. For many ..:ircum,tances
some beyond the master"s control - had to line up ior th!.! masr.:r g!r:-g1v.::r'~ 
innovative act to count the giving of a gift. And unless it is recognized a,; -uch. the 
action would not have produced a change in the gift-gil'lng practice. Se::: g,,urdieu 
( 1990: 98-lll. .:sp. 107). 

2 I imagine this on the model of discovering that we have without anv awareness 
devel~ped the distance standing practices typical of our culture. . 

3 If the example of the 'door-desktop· seems too far-ietched. try considering those 
cases of ·jokes· that we hesitate to call jokes. I have in mind the case or' .l public 
speaker who tells what one imagines he intended as a joke but which not c'nly iails 
to be funnv but is offensive. Is such a humorless offense still a joke? In ~ituations 
in which s~ch things have occurred- everyday situations- such things have an as 
undecidable nature as I have tried to claim for the door-desktop. But. ;i we say 
that we are going to look at matters strictly in terms of speaker intention. then we 
can get a clearer intuition of whether the speech act was a joke or not. Also. if we 
focus on success alone. we can also get a clearer intuition about the speech act.. 
Again. if we focus on listeners' responses. we might be able to get a relatively 
st;onger intuition. But in our simple everyday world. we do not usually give added 
weight to one of these ways of considering things. If it comes about that we in our 
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community come up with a determinate way of handling such ·jukes.' it will be 
due very likely to an imposition. not to some newly discovered detail of that kind 
oi speech act. 

.! Derrida sometimes names those in authoritative positions responsible tor fixing 
contexts and determining meaning 'the police· ( Derrida 191'\Sb: I 05 and l988c: 
13+-7). When he speaks uf his own fixing of contexts. Samuel W.:ber translates 
Derrida's term by the English ·impose· (Derrida 1981\b: 103 and I988c: 137. 1.!5. 
1.!9). hut when Derrida speaks nf the police in general fixing contexts and 
meaning, he calls the :~ct. again following W.:ber. a ·perforrnati,·e operation· 
1 Derrida 1981\c: 13:~ ). 

' See Burge 1 1974: 73- i: l) for a well-known analvtic form of o;ocial externalism 
which m~shes well with Derrida's ext.::rnalism. B~rue aruues that the content of 
..:oncepts such as arthntis is fixed by the authoritati,·e exp-erts in the community. 

n Derrida sometimes ;peaks as though citationaliry were anL'ther word ior 
itcrabilitv as in. ·This .:itationalitv. this duplication or duplicitv. this iterability of 
th.: mark is neither an accident nor an anumalv· 1 Dcrrida 1981\b: I: and ! 48ik 
II\)). But. more cummonlv. he thinks of citationalitv in terms ,,f nLHmai .:iting
tJkin~ the exa..:t \\('[d< written or -;poken in ,,ne context and entering th.:m into 
Jnot!Jer context with yuotation marks arour:J them- l)r in rerm, or" gratt:ng. hoth 
,,fwhich involve deaiin\! with things as simple: entities nr instances c)r'types. ;-IOtas 
tvpes I Derrida J1,1~8a: I~). 

- (think that the distinction between the~e t\\(1 characteristics clt"fcrs .1 ;'Ll\\Criui 
<ool for und.::rstanding intelliuibilitv. I wouid claim. following \lerkau-Pnnt\. 
that it mg<.~msms couiJ not rec'Ugniz~ ln.wunc,'s ot'rhe sam,· npe m maO\ Jirfert:nt 
~ontexts.-thc\· 11ouiJ :wt h<.~ve anv ;nt.::ili~.:nc~ at ail. If thev _;,,ujJ n<lt ;e..:Ll~nizc 
che same em;r ... ~b p,,rentiaih Jn instan..:.: ''l ~· Jir"t:rcnt t,p·e in·. ~riLlUS -:t'nt.::\t>. 
tht:\' \\·nuld nOr ha.\c /zunuu; ur .'Iifdrcr llhli!Unai !nr..:lli~~nc~ l'-\hcrc ~!lc ?rl.!c:s~ 
lin.; is Jrawn bC:t:\\ecn human anJ ~1nimai llltclli~ence is :1 m:m;;:r <'or ~mr::iric:.!l 
r.::search ). See \lerkau-Ponrv I 198.3: l '75 L 
There are a number L't wavs io use c·itatiL'naiitv t<J ,Jciend the -:i.1im tiut ,,nc ..:an 
construct an indeiiniteiv l~uge number L'i 'itu.ati11ns. Sine~ ciutit,naiit:- ~nable:; 
the grafting lli annhing into anv context and e'en contexts mto ..:ontexts .• 1n 
inJet'initel;large ;urnb~r ot cont~xts are pmducibi.:: in pre..:isel1· the ,;arne wa\ an 
indelinitcl~' :ar;e number or" sentences are oroJucibk 0v recursivdy :J'mg the 
rules <Jf ,,:ntax~ .--\lt~rnativelv. so lun>! as iluman bemgs go ,,n "ith individual 
perspecti;..:s- "hicil is to say· so long~;, iJUman intdligibilir\ .':!''cs <HI- r!~en ..:ach 
indi,·idual human ccrspectiv.:: counts as an<.:'' C:llntext inw whic!1 .tn\·thin~ ma1 be 
imaginativelv cited. 

') I an'i using :logi..:ai Jependencc· in the .,,a1· Seark used it Jgainst Derrida. In 
expiaining the logi..:al dependence of fiction "n ,;crious diswurs.:. Searle sa\s. 
·one could not ha1·e the concept oi :"icwm '' ithout the ..:t,ncept ·'t ,.:no us 
discourse.' See Searle 1197': ~07). 

lil In the controversY that has <.~ccomp~mied D.::rrida. few have taken the rime to 
point out that Derridian mdetermin~cy or' meaning I that we ~an not c:ompietely 
understand what we mean) follows from the retrospective nature of wuierdeter
minauon (that we cannot project our meanings into all rele\ ant situations L 

II In his writing on the law. Derrida elaborat.::s the" ay undecidability o..:..:urs and is 
resolved. See Derrida ( !990: %7). Derrida. oi cours.::. neither claims that :.!il 
decisions an actual judge makes are impositions nor that :til impositions judges 
have made can in retrospect be justified. Cases of ·undecidabilitv' occur when the 
context and types involved imply more than nne w<.~y of applyin~ the crucial types. 
Of course. a judge could be so befogged as to follow neither line of implication. 
But. for Derrida. the cases where we see justice enacted are preciselv the ones 
where a narrowly constrain ted imposition occurs. 
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12 Of course. the conditions of satisfaction of intentionality are not the same as 
psychological conditions ui satisiaction. But so iar as intentionality is understood 
to refer to the way we are directed to things. it refers to a relationship or a 
comportment to things which ca:1 fail in various ways. And that failure cannot just 
mean that some state oi affairs is not in accord with some propositional content. 
but that a way of relating to the world or of comporting oneself to the world is 
undermined. Intending, generally. even mere seeing things under an aspect. can 
always go wrong as a way of being related to the world. For this reason. being 
directed toward something seeks satisfaction. 

13 What I have said here amounts w taking a stand on a rather ambieuous ooint in 
Being and Time ( Heidegger 1962). It may be that Heidegger unde~stand~ pieces 
of equipment strictly in terms of their roles. So a hammer used as a paper weight 
would then be a paper weight. In this way. pieces of equipment are intelligible 
accordinl! to the kind oi hehavior thev afford. In general. I think that the text 
militates ~1gainst such an interpretation. but the main points of this paper would 
remain unchanged regardless of one's stand on this question. 

1-+ This is an interpretation oi how a thing thinging gathers what Heidegger calls ,;kv. 
SceHcidegger(1971b: J.lliand 1971c: 178). 

15 This is an interpretation L,f how a thing thinging gathers what Heidegger <.:;.dis 
eanh.SeeHeide!!l!er(Jirib: I-+9and l971c: 178). 

16 This is an interpr-etation ,11 hnw a thing thinging gathers us as mortals. S<.:<! 
Heidegger ( l971b: 150 and l971c: 1978-9). 

17 This i;;n interpretation or' how a thing thinging gathers what Heidegger c::!lls 
divinities or the blessing L'f divinities. See Heidegger ( 1971 b: !50 and l U7] c: ! -;:; l. 
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J. N. MOHANTY 

\Vhy should one write on Heidegger's understanding of logi~:? After all, 
Heidegger was not a logidan, nor did he do philosophy of logic. Indeed, 
there is no justification for expe~:ting of an> great philosopher whatsoever 
that he should have views, and reasonablr plausible views, about the n.1ture 
of logic or on specific themes belonging to the domain of logic. A mural 
philosopher may totally bypass any concern with logic, without detriment to 
his thinking. As an existentialist philosopher, Heidegger could have done 
that, and much of his Dasein-analytic would yet ha\·e retained its value. But 
Heidegger was also an ontologist, and was deep!>· concerned, all his philo
sophi~:al career, with metaph>·sics and with the \arious questions about the 
nature of thought and of being. These concerns, to say the least, bring him 
to the proximity of logic as it had been understood in the tradition going 
back to Aristotle. And, as a matter of fact, Heidegger's own access to the 
problems of ontology and metaph>·sics has been determined by his reflection 
on logic. Two claims may therefore be advanced. First, it is not unreason
able, and what is more important, not unfair to Heidegger, to enquire into 
his understanding of logic. Secondly, his reflections on logic may help us to 
gain a better understanding of his overall philosophical interests than would 
be possible otherwise. Even if he was not a logician he was concerned with 
the nature of logic, and with some cemral problems belonging to the domain 
of logic. This concern begins with his donora! work on the problem of 
psychologism in theory of judgment,' wntinues in the habilitation work on 

1 Di,- Lehre vom Urtfll 1m l'sychologinflu.\. Em krituch-pu.'iltit'er Beitrag wr LoiJik. Dissertation, 
Freiburg in Rr., 1913. Reprinted in Martin Heidegger, Gt.wmtawgrzbf, Bd. 1, Frii.he Schriften (Frank
furt am Main: Klostermann, 1978). Further citations to Ge~amtausgabe are abbreviated as G:\. 

The reader is referred to the following secondary lircrature on this topic Thomas A. Fay. 
HmieggPT: The Critique of l.ngrc (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 1977). Reviewed hv the present 
author in Tht> Sollthwestemjuurnal of Phllowph.\', XI, ( 19Ho): 17'-1-;g; \Valter BrOcker, "Heidegger 
und die Logik," Philosophisches Rundschau I ( 1953-5-1): 4H-56; Albert Borgmann, "1-feidegger and 
Symbolic logic." in M. Murra~·. ed., lleideggn fS ,\todent Plulosoph_-v (New Haven: Yale L'niversity 
Press, 1978), 3-22. 
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the semantic categories in Duns Scotus,' and reaches its maturity in the Mar
burg lectures of 1925-28.3 

In this essay, I will deal with three topics. In the first section, I will try to 

determine how Heidegger understood the nature of logic. In the second 
section, I will consider the one problem of logic to which he devoted a great 
deal of attention: the theory of judgment. In the third section, I will look into 
how his concern with logic opens up for him several paths to go beyond logic. 
At the end, I will reflect on this entire account, not so much to find faults with 
Heidegger's understanding of logic, as to determine its precise nature and 
limitations. 

I. NATURE OF LOGIC 

A. A Preliminmy Definition. 

One commonly held view of the nature of logic, in the traditional accounts, is 
that logic is a normative science of thought, whose aim is to lay down those 
rules which one ought to follow if one aims at truth. This account may be 
faulted on various grounds. First of all, 'though!' is ambiguous, referring both 
to the process of thinking and the content of thinking. Of these two, the 
former belongs to the fteld of psychology. If the content of thinking is under
stood in the sense of objective meanings or structures of meaning, proposi
tions or configurations of them, then only logic may be said to be concerned 
with them. Why then is logic to be still regarded as a normative science? Of 
course, once there is a logical law to the effect 'If p implies q. and p, then q' 
(where p and q are propositional variables), then it does follow that if a person 
believes in a proposition 'A implies B' and also believes that A (where 'A' and 
'B' are names of propositions), then he also ought to believe that B. But such a 
normative demand on the person's rationality is no part of the business of 
logic. Finally, the term 'truth' is ambiguous, referring both to material truth 
(the sense in which the statement 'it is raining now in Norman' is true if and 
only if it in fact is raining in Norman) and formal truth or validity (the sense in 
which the inference "All men are immortal, all Greeks are men, therefore, all 
Greeks are immortal" is valid, being a substitution instance of a logical law, 
even if one of its premises as well as its conclusion are materially false). It may 
appear as though logic is concerned with validity, rather than with truth 
understood, as it usually is, in the first of the two senses. If we accept these 

• Die Kategorien· und Bedeulungslehre des Duns Scoi!LS (Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1916). Re· 
printed in Gesamtawgabe, Bd 1. 

' Lolf'k. Die Frage Nach der Wahrheit. Vorlesungen 1925-26, herausgegeben von Walter 
Biemel. Gesamlawgabe, Bd. 21 (Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann, 1976): Metaphysische Arifangs· 
griinde der Logik, Vorlesungen, 1928, herausgegeben von Klaus Held, Gesamtawgabe, Bd. 26 
(Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann, 1978). 
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three emendations, then we can transform the initial account of logic into 
some such as this: logic is a science of meaning-structures in so far as they are 
valid. On this account, the task of logic is to lay down the laws of validity of 
meaning-structures. 

Heidegger, under the influence of Husserl's idea of a pure logic of mean
ing, concludes his dissertation with a formulation of the task of logic that is 
very much like the one we have just arrived at. The logician, he concludes, 
must aim at bringing out the precise meanings of sentences and then proceed 
to determine the forms of judgments according to objective differences of 
meanings and their simple or compound structures, and bring such forms 
into a system.4 Although the notion of validity does not figure in this account, 
the way forms of simple meanings and compound meanings can be brought 
into a system must be by showing the relations of implication amongst them, 
and the laws of their implication should be able to yield laws of validitv of 
meaning-structures. But Heidegger has no doubt, in those early works, ~hat 
the proper logical object is neither the mental process of thinking nor the 
reality (whether physical or metaphysical) about which one thinks, but the 
Sinn, understood both as the meaning of a sentence and as the identical 
content of judgment. 

B. Critique of Psychologism. 

Such a preliminary account of logic already implies a rejection of 
psychologism. Heidegger is aware of Frege's rejection of psychologism, but it 
is Husser( who, he·writes, "has systematically and comprehensively laid bare 
the essence, the relativistic consequences and the theoretical disadvantages of 
psychologism."s Basic to the overcoming of psychologism is the distinction 
between psychic act and its logical content, the latter alone being the "in itself 
subsisting sense" ("in sich Bestand habende Sinn"). But can psychologism, 
which seeks to ground logic in psychology, be logically refuted? Perhaps not, 
Heidegger concedes in his dissertation, but that does not matter a great deal, 
he answers us: "the actual ... (also the non-actual) cannot as such be proved 
(bewiesen), but in any case can only be shown (aufgewiesen)."6 While 
psychologism, according to Heidegger, as it is for Husserl, must be rejected, 
one needs nevertheless (i) to be clear about the real point of H usserl's critique 
of psychologism, and (ii) to decide where one should go after the error of 
psychologism has been discarded. For purposes of (ii). it is necessary (iii) to 
think about what is to be understood by 'Sinn', a concept which up until now 
has been used to define the domain of logic. 

• GA, 1: 186. 
'GA, 1:20. 
6 GA, " 165. 
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Part of Husserl's critique of psychologism in the Prolegomena relies upon a 
distinction between two modes of being, the real and the ideal. Thinking as a 
mental process is real being; the logical content of thinking has an ideal being. 
Psychologism confuses the two. The confusion does not lie in mistaking one 
given thing (the ideal content) for another given thing (the real mental pro
cess). It is rather based on the fact that the philosophers concerned were blind 
to, and prejudiced against, certain modes of being. So far Husserl's point was 
well taken. But Husserl's concept of 'ideal being' is far from being univocal. ln 
fact, Husser! appears to have brought under this concept things that are very 
different from each other, such as universals, essences that are not universals, 
truths as well as the idea of truth. We shall look into some of these equivoca
tions a little later. For the present, what is important in Husserl's critique, 
according to Heidegger, is not that ontological distinction which, however 
provisionall>· useful, could not be the final truth, but rather the implied cri
tique of a naturalistic psychology. Hans Sluga has recently shown that when 
Frege rejected psychologism, he was, in fact fighting against a more compre
hensive philosophical naturalism of which psychologism was a consequence.? 
This reading is corroborated by Heidegger's understanding of Husserl's anti
psychologistic critique. 

For Heidegger, it is a misunderstanding of Husserl's deeper intentions to 
read him as though he was improving upon Bolzano's platonism,8 or even as 
though his critique was rooted in Lotze's Gelturzgs- and value-logic. These 
"platonistic" readings of the Prolegomena have led to the standard complaint 
that in the second volume of the Logical Investigations Husser! relapsed into 
psychologism. If we are to make room for the charitable interpretation that 
Husserl's Logical Investigations, even the Ideas, constitute a progressive unfold
ing of the thoughts that were already anticipated in the early works, we have to 
say with Heidegger that Husser! rejected psychologism because it applied to 
logical theory a psychology which was not only poor as a psychology of the 
experience of thinking, but which was confused regarding its very project, 
which, in other words, did not understand its theme, i.e., the logical. The 
critique of psychologism therefore is a critique of psychology. and an implied 
plea for an intentional, descriptive, and eidetic psychology to replace the pre
vailing naturalistic psychology.9 Such a reading of Husserl's intention makes it 
possible for Heidegger to go beyond the provisional distinction between the 
real and the ideal, and to ask how the logical contents or Sirme are related to the 
acts of thinking. and eventually to the thinking being that man is. 

7 Hans Sluga, Gottlob Frege (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1g8o). 
8 G.\, 1: 87. fn g. 
• GA. 1: g8. 
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It is well known that Lotze's idea of Gelturzg or validity as the mode of being 
of propositions and truths influenced, in different measu1·es, both Frege and 
Husser!. In his logic lectures of the twenties, Heidegger concerns himself at 
some length with Lotze. It is interesting to note that his assessment of Lotze 
underwent considerable change along the years. In 1912, Heidegger writes 
that Lotze's logic should be regarded as the basic book of modern logic.•o In 
the Marburg lectures of 1925/26 we find him, in the course of a critical 
examination of Husserl's notion of 'ideal being', tracing Husserl's equivoca
tions to the confusions that characterised Lotze's concept of Geltung." I will 
return to Lotze's concept of Geltung when we turn to the theory of truth. For 
the present it should suffice to note that amongst the entities whose mode of 
being is characterized by Geltung, Lotze includes: propositional contents or 
sentential meanings (= Frege's Thoughts), truths, the mode of being of a 
truth and the Essence of Truth. Geltung also means: objective validity (being 
true of objects) as well as universality with respect to all knowers. No wonder, 
then, that Heidegger severely criticizes those who find in this term "a magic 
band" capable of solving all problems.•' 

Heidegger was no more enthusiastic about Bolzano, the other major influ
ence on Husser!. He cautions against regarding Husserl's Log?callnvestigations 
as nothing but attempts to improve upon Bolzano. It is, for him, more true to 
say that both Bolzano and Husser! were influenced by Leibniz. In any case, 
anti-psychologism does not lead Heidegger to the opposite camp of platonism. 
The goal is to be able to avoid platonism, without relapsing into psychologism. 

C. Remarks on Mathematical Logic. 

For one who was so deeply concerned with traditional logic as Heidegger, 
the rise of mathematical logic could not but be a challenge. We know that 
Heidegger was enthusiastic about Frege's papers on concept and object, and 
on sense and reference.'3 Of these he wrote: "G. Freges logisch-rnathe 
matische Forschungen sind meines Erachtens in ihrer wahrcn Bedeutung 
noch nicht gewiirdigt, geschweige denn ausgeschopft. Was er in seinen 
Arbeiten . . . niedcrgelegt hat, darf keine Philosophic der Mathematik 
iibersehen; es ist aber auch im gleichen Mal3e wertvoll fur eine allgemeine 
Theorie des Begriffs."'< But the appreciation of Frege did not carry over 

•• GA, 1:23 fn. 
" GA. 21:62. 

" GA. 21: 79· 

'' G. Frege, "Begriff und Gegenstand," Viateljahrrschrift fur wissenschaftliche Phdosophit, 16, 

( 1892); "Smn und Bedeutung," Zeitschrift fur Phliosophie und philosophische Kritik, 100 ( 18g 2). 
~.~ GA, t: 20. 

103 



112 JOURNAL Of THE HISTORY Of PHILOSOPHY 26:1 JANUARY 1g88 

into an appreciation of mathematical logic. In the same paper of 1912, he 
argues that logistic-as mathematical logic was alternately called-does not 
liberate itself from mathematics and so is not able to penetrate into the proper 
problems of logic. Its chief limitations derive, in Heidegger's view, from an 
application of mathematical symbols and concepts (above all, of the concept of 
function) to logic-as a result of which the deeper significance of the logical 
principles remains in the dark. As a calculus of propositions, it is unaware of 
the problems of the theory of judgment. Furthermore, the conditions of the 
possibility of mathematics, as well as of mathematical logic, lie in a domain 
which those two disciplines cannot reach.•; In the Dissertation, a new objec
tion is raised against mathematical logic: it is formal, and so is unable to deal 
with "the living problems of judgmental-meaning, its structure and its cogni
tive significance."•6 Similar complaints surface in later writings as well. In Sein 
und Zeit, logistic is said to "dissolve" judgment into a system of 
"Zuordnungen"; judgment becomes an object of "calculation," and so cannot 
be the theme for ontological interpretation.'7 Since judgment has always a 
relatedness to objects and a claim to be objectively valid, logistic cannot reach 
the essence of judgment. 

Of what worth are these remarks? There is no doubt that Heidegger's 
acquaintance with the logic that Frege laid the foundation of, and that by the 
time Heidegger was writing his dissertation had found its epoch-making sys
tematization in Russell and Whitehead's Principia, was superficial and casual. 
Nevertheless, there may be some substance in his remarks. 

That mathematical logic may well be so much of mathematics that it there
fore becomes poorer as logic, is already implicit in Frege's criticism of Boole 
and Schroder. The point of that criticism is that Boole and Schroder used 
mathematical concepts ('sum', 'product', for example) and often mathematical 
signs to develop their logics, which is unjustified inasmuch as logic, being 
more fundamental, cannot and should not borrow its concepts from any other 
discipline.•8 Consequently, instead of reducing logic to mathematics, Frege 
reduced arithmetic to logic. He sought to make a fragment of mathematics 
logical, rather than make logic mathematical. It is true that Frege used at least 

•; GA, " 42-43· 
' 6 GA, 1: '74 fn. 
'' Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, Seventh edition (Tubingen: Max Niemeyer, 1953), '59· 
'' Cf. Frege: "Anyone demanding the closest possible agreement between the relations of the 

signs and the relations of the things themselves will always feel it to be back to front when logic, 
whose concern is also the foundation of arithmetic, borrows its signs from arithmetic. To such a 
person it will seem more appropriate to develop for logic its own signs, derived from the nature of 
logic itself." Posthumous Writings, ed. by H. Hermes, F. Kambartel and F. Kaulbach (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1979), 12. 
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two important notions in his logic which might be regarded as having been 
borrowed from mathematics. In fact, however, that is not so. Although the 
ideas of quantification and function are seeminglr mathematical, they are not 
in reality. The mathematical notion of function Frege found confused and 
unhelpful. The logical notion that he introduced is that of any entity that is 
"unsaturated," i.e., has empty places within its structure. Thus a concept is a 
function inasmuch as its true form. on Frege's theory, is (for example)"--
is wise," and this is an incomplete entity. The same may be said of the 
quantifiers; they are, for Frege, properly logical notions, and not mathemati
cal ones. Thus we must recognize that Heidegger's anxiety is genuine, but, as 
against the original Fregeanlogic, unfounded. 

Heidegger's next complaint is that mathematical logic being a calculus of 
propositions, cannot raise the problems of judgment as discussed in tradi
tional logic and metaphysics. What are these latter problems? As far as I can 
see, these problems are: (a) the nature of assertion/denial; (b) the nature of 
the copula and predication; and (c) the problem of truth. Limiting our view 
for the present only to Frege (and the logic of the Principia JVlathematica, 
which is basically Fregean), we may say that Heidegger's critiC]ue is notjusti
fied if it means that Frege and the Principia Mathematica did not know of 
these problems. The only substance of the critique may be that the solutions 
offered by these new logicians were hardly satisfactory. Consistently with his 
critique of psychologism, Frege distinguished between assertion and ·the 
thought (or, in the Beg;riff1Scltnft, the juclgable content, bwrteilbare lnhalt) that 
is asserted. Thinking is grasping of the thought; judging is recognition of the 
truth value of the thought so grasped; and asserting is expressing that recog
nition. There is no doubt that the concept of assertion as a psychological 
(and linguistic) act and its relation (as well as that of grasping) to the thought 
(which on Frege's theory has an objecti\·e being) remains, in that theory, a 
"mystery"-no less difficult to clarify than the role Frege assigned to 'asser
tion' in his logic, despite his anti-psvchologism. These difficulties show that 
Frege's solution to the problem of assertion was not satisfactory, but there is 
also no doubt that he did concern himself with this aspect of the problem of 
judgment. As regards the problem of predication, which has been one of the 
central concerns of traditional logic and philosophy of logic, Frege's answer 
would run somewhat along the following lines: the problem of predication 
concerns the internal structure of the thought being asserted, and has noth
ing to do with judgment. Judging is recognizing the truth value of a total 
thought; the thought, or the judged content, contains a predicative struc
ture, but even with regard to it one should note that ,,·hat is the concept (or 
predicate) depends upon how one analvzes the thought and there is no one 
way of doing that. What about the copula~ The copula as the connecting link 
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between the subject and the predi- cate is no longer needed, for in 'Socrates 
is wise', the predicate is '--- is wise' and not 'wise'. This new way of 
analyzing a proposition better explains its unity than the copula does, for if 
the subject and the predicate were to be linked by a copula one may want to 
know what links the copula to both the terms. whereas on Frege's theory a 
thought consists of an "unsaturated" part (with a hole, as it were) and a 
"saturated" part (which just fits into that hole), each made for the other, and 
so not in need of a link. 

What then is the point of Heidegger's remark that in mathematical logic, 
judgment is reduced to a system of Zuordmmgen and not made a theme of 
ontological interpretation? If he means that modern logic looks upon a propo
sition as an unanalyzable primitive, then he is wrong. First-order propositional 
logic does so, but predicate logic precisely analyzes the proposition into its 
constituents. If he means a proposition is, for modern logic, a mere connec
tion of concepts (or representations), then also he is wrong, for as Frege 
taught, a thought consists of a concept (or a function) and an object. Further, 
the concept, for Frege, is not a subjective representation, but an objective 
entity. \\'hat then is the 'ontological interpretation'? It may mean either of 
four things: (i) interpretation of the fact that a judgment is about something, 
i.e., about a being; (ii) interpretation of the fact that a judgment is either true 
or false; (iii) interpretation of the mode of being of the judged content or 
proposition; and, finally, (iv) an answer to the question how something like a 
judgmelll is at all possible. 

Of these four questions, Fregean logic has an account of (i) in terms of the 
object constituent of the referent of a thought; and an account of (iii) inas
much as a sentence which expresses a thought also names a truth-value. Logi
cians such as Frege and Quine, to take two extreme examples, have ontolo
gized about propositions or thoughts. The spectre of platonism has loomed 
large before them. It is not clear what is being asked by (iv). In any case, 
Heidegger's concern goes deeper than these answers. They are not radical 
enough both in their questioning and in their answers. With regard to (i), the 
Fregean answer does not succeed in locating the intentionality or object
relatedness of judgment in the more general structure of imemionality, and 
gets by only with locating an object constituent. As far as (iii) is concerned, 
considering a sentence as a name of truth-value, in spite of the elegance it 
succeeds in bringing about in the semantics of first order propositional logic, 
does not question whether a sentence is after all a name,•9 and it demands an 

'' cp. ~1. Dummett, The lnterpretalwll of Frege'< Philosophy (London: Duckworth, 1981), 371. 
409. 
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unquestioning acceptance of the very obscure ontologv of the true and the 
false. It also does not, and indeed cannot, raise the deep question. \\'lty is it 
that a judgment alone is capable of being either true or false? Taken together 
with a deep understanding of the question (iv), all these foregoing issues 
constitute what Heidegger calls 'philosophical logic'. 

D. 'Philosophical Logic'. 

In his Marburg Lectures, Heidegger de\·elops the notion of a philosophical 
logic as contrasted with the traditional "school" logic. The latter had its philo
sophical basis, no doubt, but now is ''der verausscrlichte entwurzelte und 
dabei verhanete Gehalt" of an original philosophical question. Philosophical 
logic has been developing through the centuries-its high points are reached 
in Aristotle, Leibniz, Kant, and Hegel. Amongst his contemporaries, f-leideg
ger appears to have rated Lask most; he is the one \\ ho conscioush stri\·es 
toward a philosophical understanding of logic and sought to extend the do
main of philosophical logic.' 0 Husserl, in spite of the possibilities that phe
nomenology contained for a philosophical de\·elopment of logic, did not suc
ceed, in Heidegger's view, in conceiving logic philosophically: "he even intensi
fied the tendency to develop logic into a separate science, as a formal disci
pline detached from philosophy." Nor did any other amongst the phenome
nologists succeed. Pninder's Logik-widely regarded then as the phenomeno
logical textbook on the subject-is dismissed as "eine phanomenologisch 
gesauberte traditionelle l.ogik."" Without pausing to evaluate these judg-
ments on other philosophers (including those on Kant'" and Hegel.'• 
Bolzano'• and Lotze), I will proceed to determine the tasks and the problems 
which Heidegger assigns to philosophical logic. 

First of all, philosophical logic, as Heidegger concei\es of it, is not a new 
discipline'S but rather actualizes a telos which has characterized historical logic 
since its inception. The idea of philosophical logic, Heidegger claims, will first 
render the history of logic meaningful.'6 Philosophical logic, one may mn-

10 M. Heidegger, The Ra.sic Problenu of Phnwmerwlog). 'larhurg Lectures of 19'.!7, Ed. and 
trans. by Albert Hofsta(her (Hioumington: Indian L'ni\ersit~· Press. 1~)·~2), 17H. Henceforth to ht> 
cited as BP. 

u GA, 21: 28. 
" Kant, according to Heidegger, gave logic a central philosophical function but dtd not tn to 

rescue academic logic from its "philosophically alienated superflcialitv and vacuity." (IW, p. 17J). 

'' Hegel, lleidegger holds, conceived of logic as philosoph). but did not attempt a radical 
reformulation oft he problem of logic as such. (BP, pp. 177-8). 

•• Bolzano, in Heidegger's 'iew, was overr;ncd bv Husser!. (GA. 21, pp. Hf>-71. 
'' GA, 26:6. 
' 6 Ibid, 7· 
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tend, can be brought about first by determining what philosophy is, and then 
by applying philosophy w logic. But where and how do we find the idea of 
philosophy to begin with? Heidegger prefers to follow another route. Let us 
begin with traditional logic (Aristotle or Leibniz, for example) and develop 
the central problems in it in such a manner that they will lead us into 
philosophy. We have no doubt a certain historical understanding of philoso
phy. With that much in our mind, we can question logic for its philosophical 

potentialities. 
What are the problems that lead us from within traditional logic towards 

philosophy? These are: 

1. Judgment, with which logic has ever been concerned, is characterized by 
intentionality; it is about an object, an entity. How to understand this 
intentional structure?•? 

2. What is the relation between the "being" of the copula and the "being" of 
ontology? How much ontological weight can we assign to the copula?•8 

3· \\'hat is predication and what role does it play injudgment?'9 
4· What is 'meaning', and what is its relevance for the possibility of judg

ment;Jo 
5· What is the structure of judgment such that both the possibilities-of 

truth as well as offalsity-belong to it?l• 
6. How is truth related to judgment? Is it a property of judgment?l' 
7· Why is it that traditional logic has had two concepts of truth: proposi

tional truth, and truth as self-evidence? How are these two concepts re
lated? Are these legitimate concepts? What is their common presupposi-
tion, if there is any?33 · 

8. There is a theoretical truth, as well as practical truth. Which one of these 
is the primary sense of'truth'?H 

g. How is human thinking related to human existence?35 
10. What is the metaphysical foundation oflogic?36 

To some of these questions we turn in the next parts of this essay. 

'' GA. 26: 15Hf. 
'' BP. 177. 211 f; GA, 26: o6f. 
'' BP, 2o8ll. 
'" GA. 26: 151f; Srin und Zett, 148f, 216f. 

'' GA. 2" 134-50. 
,, GA. 26: 125-26. 
"GA, 2t: 110-129. 
H GA, 21: 11-12. 

" GA, 26: 24. 
'' GA. 26: 17o, 128ff. 
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A. Rejection of psychologistic the01in of)ltdgmenl. 

I I j 

In his Dis.~ertation, Heidegger considers, in considerable detail, four theories of 
judgment-those of \\'undt, Maier, Lipps, and Brentano. Each of these theo
ries is examined with regard to the general definition of judgment it gives; 
that definition is then tested by how it works in the cases of negative, imper
sonal, hypothetical, and existential judgments. 

Of these four theories, Wundt's theory is concerned with the origin of 
judgment, Maier's with how a judgment consists of constituent act parts or 
Teilakten, and Lipps' with the completion of the process ofjudging. Brentano's 
comes closest to a purely logical theory, but still falls short of it. 

(a) Wundt defines judgment as the analysis of a total representation (or 
thought) into its components. Judgment does not put together concepts, but 
rather analyses a thought into concepts. Of the latter concepts, the variable 
component is called the predicate, the relatively constant one is the subjecl.3' 
Heidegger shows that Wundt's theory has no satisfactory account of imper
sonal judgments (such as "It rains"), existential judgments (the predicate "exis
tence" is not given in the total representation that is analysed), hypothetical 
judgments (a ground-consequent relation cannot be extracted by analysis) and 
of negative judgments (Wundt does not in an)· case regard negation w be of 
special logical significance.J8 

(b) l\laier rejects two common elements of the traditional theories of judg
ment: (i) the primacy accorded to the declarative sentence (Awsage>alz) as a 
grammatical entity (which, according to Maier, leads to the subject-predicate 
analysis that takes place under the misleading guidance of grammar), and (ii) 
the belief that 'true' and 'false' cannot be predicated of representations 
(~'orstellungen) themselves, but only of connections of representations. As 
against these, and in agreement with Brentano, Maier argues that judgment in 
its most basic form, is not a connection of representations. In "The sun 
shines," the subject "The sun" is already a judgment. I assert the sun to be 
actual on the basis of perception. Even in "This is sun," the "This" is a judg
ment, a simple "naming-judgment."39 

" Contrast Fregc who regarded the predicate part or the function as "the stable wmponent" 
and the sign for the object, i.e., the argument as replaceable by others. Cf. Beg.·iffmh•ift, §g. 

~8 Again compare Frege who regarded the distinction between afflrmath·c and negath·e judg· 
ments as "eine fiir Logik wenigstens ganz unn6tige L1nrers(hcidung. deren Grunrl auilerhalb der 
Logik zu suchen isL" ("Vernemung.'' reprinted in Frege, Lugiuhe Cutenuchungett, G. PatLig. ed. 
(Gottingen: Vandenhock & Ruprecht, 1966). 61. 

39 Cf. Russell's thesis that "this" is a proper name, together \•;ith Bussed's thesis that the 
naming act may be true or false. 
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Judgments consist, according to Maier, of acts of presentation, which are 
then transformed into logical judgments by supervenient acts of objectifica
tion. An objectifying act is a positing of actuality, it is a sort of interpretive act. 
Besides these, there are two other component acts: an identification of the 
presently apprehended presentation with a reproduced one, and a Wahr

heitsbewusstsein, which extends over all the three component acts. 
Obviously such an account is a psychological, genetic account. The elemen

tary partial acts are generall>·· according to ~laier, involuntary processes.4" 
Against it, Heidegger asks: Is the primitive judgment of Maier the same as an 
elementary judgment in the sense of logic? Abo\·e all, Maier is concerned with 
the act of judging, not with the content of judging, the judgment as such. 
Logic has nothing to do with the processes, be they what they may, that might 
be "culminating" in the logical judgment. The logical judgment is not the 
completed fmal-state of the act; it is rather the objective content. 

(c) Brentano, in common with Wundt and Maier, rejects the theory that 
judgment is a connection of representations. It would not do to say that the 
contem of a judgment is complex, while the content of a representation is 
simple. The content of a judgment may be as simple as in "A is" (where one is 
not connecting "A" with "existence"); the content of a representation may be 
complex (as in the case of a question). This implies that, for Brentano, predica
tion is not an essential component of judgment. What distinguishes a judg
ment from a mere representation is the presence of either recognition or 
rejection as a new manner of relatedness of consciousness to its object. Conse
quently, every judgment is existential, its object is being affirmed as existent or 
as nonexistent. Thus "Some one person is sick" translates, for Brentano, into 
"A sick man exists" and "No stone is living" into "a living stone does not exist." 

Heidegger's criticisms of Brentano consist in showing in what sense 
Brentano's theory ofjudgment is psychologistic. Judgment is, for Brentano, a 
class of psychic phenomena. The content ofjudgment, that which is recognized 
or rejected, is of no interest to him. Thus while the distinction between the act 
and its content could have helped him to overcome psychologism, Brentano's 
interest remains with the psychic phenomena and he does not succeed in 
isolating anything specifically logical. It is true that his psychology being 
"eidetic," Brentano does not deny the universal validity of knowledge. But, as 
Heidegger insists, it is not a definition of psychologism to say that it denies the 
universal validity of knowledge.4' The latter is at most a consequence of 
psychologism. What is important is that Brentano wants to ground logic in 

~o l-leidegger does not consider, in his critique of Meier's theory. a possibl)· transcendental
psychological interpretation of the theory in the sense of Kant's doctrine of three-fold synthesis. 

_., GA, 1: 122. 
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psychologism. The act of recognition as such is not of interest to logic. The 
recognition must be justified. And the justification must lie in what is recog
nized. When one judges a> b (if a=s and b=3). what is recognizecl is not the 
relation "greater than," but that the relation '·holds good," its Gel ten. This 
Gelten, "holding good," subsists independently of anyone's recognitionY 

(d) Since Lipps' thinking underwent several m;~or changes, he may be said 
to have held three different accounts of judgment. At first, he clefines judg
ment as the consciousness of actuality (Wirkhrhkeitsbeu•usstsein), this conscious
ness being identified with a feeling of constraint (lwangsgefiihl). I\ ext, he came 
to define judgment as consciousness of truth (!rahrheitsbewusstsrin), where this 
consciousness is described as being constrained, in one's representation, by the 
represented objects (im 1/orste//en durch die l'orgestellten Objekle geniit1gt w sein).n 

Finally, judgment comes to be defined as consciousness of an object (Gegfll

starui.sbewusstsein), where 'object' is distinguishecl from 'content' in that a con
tent is sensed or represented, while an object is thought or meant and demand, 

recognition. This demand or Fiirdenwg is a logical concept, as distinguished 
from the constraint or NOtigung (of the first n,·o definitions) which is a psycho
logical concept. 

In Heidegger's view, Lipps' theory even in its f111al form remains psycho
logical. Judgment is still an act, "my" response to the experience of Fordnung. 

The 'feeling of necessity' even in the alleged logical sense should be kept out 
of logic. 

The dissertation concludes with certain general remarks which point to 
further reflections. First of all, psychologism cannot perhaps be logically re
futed. One can at most exhibit the peculiar nature of logical entities. If a 
logical entity is a Sinn, a thought (as distinguished from the act of thinking), 
then the essence of this entity is to be found not in a \"ontelhmg, but rather in 
the fact that it alone can be either true or false. It is to this last theme that much 
of the Marburg lectures of the late twenties are devotecl. 

Of the other conclusions Heidegger arrives at, some are more viable than 
others. I have already referred to his insistence that e\·en if the logical entitv 
has to be sharply distinguished from the mental process, the two must be set in 
some satisfactory 1·elation. This, I think, is important. Both Husser! and 
Heidegger recognize this need, but pursue it along different paths. 

Besides these two general conclusions which suggest fu~·ther enquirv, 
Heidegger also proceeds to establish some specific conclusions:' He, in a way. 
reestablishes the subject, predicate and copula analysis, as against its critiques 

"
2 GA. 1: 123f. Compare Frege's view thatjudgrnenr is the recognition of the truth v.tluc of a 

thought. 
" Quoted b)" Heidcgger in GA. o: '35· 
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by Wundt, 1\laier, Lipps, and Brentano. A judgment such as "a is equal to b" 
has to be construed as having 'a' and 'b' as subjects and "being equal" as 
predicate (as against the grammatical analysis which suggests 'a' as the subject 
and "is equal to b" as predicate). If the two-membered analysis holds good, 
then the copula is needed as a third component; it is just the relation between 
the two.u The copula, Heidegger admits, signifies not real existence, but mere 
validity (Geltm). It is in fact characterized as "something eminently logical," 
the most essential and proper element in ajudgment.H 

Logically more interesting is the next claim that the judgment relation has a 
certain irreversibility, a directionality, a Richtungssinn. Even in "a = b," equality 
holds good of'a' and 'b', (and not that'a' and 'b' of equality). By this, Heidegger 
rules out the possibility of different analyses of the same proposition. 

As to negative judgments, he expresses dissatisfaction with the view that 
negative judgments are to be understood as judgments with negative predi
cates and refuses to regard a negative copula as an Unsinn.; 6 In fact, negation, 
he adds, belongs originally to the copula,;7 and the two judgments, affirmative 
and negative, should be logically placed side by side.;8 

What about the impersonal judgment "It rains." The judgment, Heideg
ger insists, is not a naming judgment. It rather says, something happens, takes 
place, suddenly breaks in. The judgment, then, must be translated to "Rain
ing is actual," "Of the raining, actuality holds good." He adds that this 
translation is unable to capture what we mean. The true meaning rather is 
something like this: "Of the raining, it holds good to take place now, the 
momentary existing.";g 

These are topics which have little influence on his subsequent concerns. So 
let me turn to his really continuing concern. 

B. judgment as the locus of truth and falsity. 

(a) Preliminary determination. If judgment is not a representation or a connec
tion of representations, if its logical essence does not lie in its being a mental 
act, then we have to look for its essence elsewhere. It is generally agreed upon 
that judgments alone can be true or false. Perhaps it is here that we may be 
able to discern a clue to the nature of judgment, as also of logic. For logic 

H If only Heidegger had construed the predicate not as "being equal," but as"--- is 
equal to ---," then he would have realised Frege's point that the names of the so-called 
subject terms just fill these blanks, and so no third connecting link is needed. 

•• GA, I: 178-79· . 
• 6 GA. 1: 183. 
" GA. " 181. 
•' GA. 1: 185. 
•• GA. 1: 186. 
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alone deals with truth in general; the other sciences deal with truths.5° And 
logic thinks about 'truth' only in connection with assertive sentences. 
Heidegger looks for some detet·mination of the nature of such sentences, or of 
their meanings or propositions, which would account for both the possibility of 
being true and the possibility of being falseY Contrast Heidegger's problem 
with Frege's. Frege's problem was such that he could solve it simpl)' by positing 
two objects which assertive sentences could nam1•: i.e., the True and the False. 
This strategy works for the limited purpose of providing a semantic interpreta
tion of propositional logic, bur it leaves the main issue untouched. Are sen
tences in fact names at all? If they are not,5' then what sort of structure must 
they (or their senses) have in order to be true or false? 

The structure that Heidegger identifies is opposition: putting-together 
(Zusammensetzen) and separating (.-tuseinandemelunl'n). The former is the condi
tion of the possibility of truth and the latter, the condition of the possibility of 
falsity. But this is only an initial answer, and not quite correct. i\;ot all affmna
tive sentences-in which elements are put together-are true, just as not all 
negative sentences-in which elements are separated-are false. The struc
ture that is to be the condition of the possibility of both truth and falsity 
should consist in both putting-together and separation, in both at once.s3 
What we need is a structure that is not mere!)' a thinking together of the two 
surface structures of synthesis and separation, but which, being a unitary 
structure, precedes both.s; We cannot think of this structure---or even of 
putting-together and separation-as a purely linguistic structure of the sen
tence. In the false judgment "The board is not black," the words are not more 
separated than in the true judgment "The board is black." Where then are we 
to look for this structure? 

(b) 'Copula'. Perhaps it is in the "is" of the copula. We have seen that 
Heidegger does not go all the way with many of his contemporary logicians of 
different persuasions in rejecting the copula from theory of judgment. On the 
other hand, the precise sense of the "is" of the copula-as distinguished from 
the "is" of assertion--deeply interests him. In fact, as late as Sein und Zeit, 

Heidegger writes that the ontological significance of the copula has been lost 
to modern logic.55 Logic since Aristotle has understood the copula as the sign 

;o GA, 21: 7· Compare Frege: "The word 'true' can be used to indicate such a goal for logic ... 
of c~urse al~ the sciences have truth as their goal, hut logic is concerned with the prediGHe 'I rue' in 
a qu1te speCial way." Posthumous ~rriti11gs. 128. 

s• GA. 21: 135f. 
5~ Dum men rejects this part of Frege's semantics. 
'' GA 21: 136f. 
" GA, 21: 140-41. 

ss Sein und Zeit, 15g-6o. Also see 319· 
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for a combination of ideas, a combination that does not occur among things. 
but only in thinking. But at the same time, the "is" of the copula also signifies 
existence, essence (whatness), and truth or validity, in different contexts. (This 
ambiguity, we are assured,;6 is not a defect, but rather an expression of the 
intrinsically manifold structure of the being of an entity. This is a suggestion 
we need not try to understand for our present purpose.) What we need to 
focus upon is: what unitary structure of synthesis-cum-separation is to be 
discerned by reflecting upon the nature of the copula? 

I do not think Heidegger's logic lectures lead to any definitive answer to 

1his question. But taking up hints from his writings, the following points may 
be singled out: 

(i) In ·sis P', what is asserted is not bare identity, which would make it a 
lautolog\·; nor is, for that matter, P different from S, which would have ren
dered the proposition necessarily false. There is thus a relation of identity
cum-difference." 

(ii) But \,·hat sort of things areS and P? They are not Vorste/lungen, that was 
the point of the critique of psychologism. They are not words for obvious 
reasons. Are they Fregean senses or are they things? (Frege admitted both 
possiblities, but kept them apart. The sentence'S is P' expresses a thought thai 
is composed of the senses of'S' and 'is P'; but the sentence also has a reference 
that is composed of the referents of the component terms.) I think 
Heidcgger's answer to this is much more complicated, and, if intelligible, 
profound.'' Logos, in its totality, is a complex stmcture of words, meanings, 
the referent (what is thought) and what is. It is only when one separates them, 
that one seeks to tie them together by such relations as that of a sign to the 
signified. Verbal sound is not a sign for a meaning. Nor is the meaning a 
pointer to whal is thought or to what is. There is an identity between these 
components,'" an identity which yet shows the differences. 

(iii) This last mentioned relational structure may be described as a struc
ture of identity-cum-difference between thinking and being (where 'thinking' 
includes speaking. meaning and the meant, and 'being' includes being-as
referred, i.e., object and being as it is in itself). In judgment, thinking and 
being enter into a relationship. This makes it unacceptable to construe a 
judgment simply as a mental act directed towards a thought-content. Such a 

j!i BP, 20..J.-20:). 

" ~l.111y Hegelian logicians. such as F. H. Bradley, ha,·e used this so-called paradox of predJca· 
tum to imp!~· that judgmental thinking cannot know reality. One may, contrariwise, regard the 
}HIIlle a:-. signifying liMl ~trurturc \\ hirh makes both truth and falsity possible. 

~~ RP. :!07. 
:ill llusscrl's sixth lo~ical lnn·stigation has texts which suggest such a view, cf. §§ti-7. 
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construal would set thought (as a timeless, abstract entity) apart from the 
world, and the act of thinking and expressing (as real, temporal events) from 
that thought. Thinking is not, as Frege would have it, grasping a thought, but 
thinking about a •·eal being. I think one of the deep concems Heidegger 
expresses in the Logic lectures is, how to articulate this aboutnrss, or intention
ality of judgment. 

With these three points (i)-(iii), we ha\·e already gotten some glimpse into 
the structure of judgment as involving both synthesis (identity, totality, in
volvement) and separation (difference, distinction). Traditional logic has not 
seen this interinvolvement of identity and difference, of thought and being, 
and on the basis of their absolute distinction, distinguishes between verbal 
and real propositions (i\lill) or analytic and synthetic propositions (Kant). 
This latter sort of distinction has been questioned by many logicians in more 
recent times: by Quine, because no satisfactory criterion of synonymity is 
forthcoming, and by F. H. Bradley, earlier than Quine, because every judg
ment, in so far as it analyzes the totality of immediate experience, is analytic, 
and, in so far as it seeks to join together what analysis has torn asunder, is 
synthetic. Heidegger's reason is different from both. The distinction between 
"the view of beings that makes itself manifest in common meaning and 
understanding, as it is already laid down in every language," and "the ex
plicit apprehension and investigation of beings, whether in practice or in 
scientific enquiry" can hard!)' be maintained; one passes over into the other. 
In fact, the so-called verbal propositions, Heidegger insists, are but "abbrevia
tions of real propositions.""" 

We still have to understand, how it is possible for a judgment to be about 
an entity. For Frege, it is so because the component name names an object 
(and the predicate refers to a concept under which that object falls). Heideg
ger's question is, how is that possible? Is he asking about the possibility of 
judgmental intentionality? To that, and some other related questions, we shall 
turn in the following part. 

3· GROUNDING OF LOGIC 

(a) Possible Moves. There are various ways philosophers and logicians have 
sought to provide a "grounding" or foundation for logic. Starting with a logic, 
the most common move on the part of logicians, is to axiomatize it. This 
procedure will yield an axiomatic foundation. This is the most you can expect 
a logician qua logician to do. But in doing so, he is still doing logic, perfecting 
his logic, not "grounding" it in a sense in which philosophers have understood 

6o BP, '97· 
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that task. Another move is to provide a logic with an ontological interpreta
tion. In this case one starts with an uninterpreted system, and then assigns to 
svmbols of appropriate types suitable entities belonging to appropriate types: 
such objects as singular entities and concepts, individual concepts, and proposi
tions. One may thus admit various sorts of entities into one's ontology, or if 
one distrusts abstract entities, then he can use the semantics of possible worlds. 

A more radical, and strictly philosophical grounding is called for when one 
asks about "the conditions of the possibility" of logic. How are logical entities 
such as judgments possible? How is it that formal logic is able to legislate the 
formal structure of any object whatsoever? Or, what are the conditions of the 
possibility of the objective validity and not merely formal validity of logic? 

Faced with such questions, one may follow one of three possible paths. One 
mav look for the transcendental foundation of logic in the structure of (hu
man) consciousness; one may look for it in the structure of the world; or, 
finally. one may want to ground logic in man's intentional relationship with his 
world. The first is the path of Kant and Husser!, however different their 
conceptions of transcendental subjectivity, transcendental logic, and formal 
logic may be; the second is the path of platonistic metaphysics. Heidegger's 
path is the last one. 

(b) Logic and Intentionality. In his habilitation work, Heidegger character
izes the nature of the logical thus: "The homogeneity of the domain of logic 
rests on intentionality, on the character of being-valid-of [Hingeltungschar

aktn]." Also: "Intentionality is the 'regional category' of the logical domain." 
He proceeds to explicate "intentionality" thus: There can be intentionality 
only in the case of what has meaning and significance, not in the case of what 
is just reaJ.6• 

It would appear, then, that we can get at the roots of logic by following the 
guiding threads of this logical intentionality. This is what Husser! does in 
Formal a11d Transremlental Logic. But intentionality, for Heidegger, is not self
explanatory. It needs a "metaphysical" grounding, for which Heidegger ar
gues throughout his writings. An intentional grounding of logic will show how 
the logical entities such as propositions, or the logical principles such as the 
principle of non-contradiction, are "constituted" in appropriate intentional 
acts. It will also show, as Husser! does in Experience and judgment, how higher 
order intentional acts and their objects are built up on more primitive 
inrentionalities and their· objects. It should be noted that all this will be carried 
out within the scope of the transcendental epoche. The classical Kantian way is 
different, but also shares the same overall orientation. Formal Logic has to be 
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founded on transcendental logic, and transcendental logic lays bare the syn
thetic, world-constituting functions of the pure rational subject. 

Once psychologism in philosophy of logic was rejected, two alternatives 
loomed large: the platonic hypostatization of the logical entities, and the 
Kantian-Husserlian thesis of "constitution" which, for one thing, respects the 
ideality of those entities, and, for another, sharply distinguishes the transcen
dental subjectivity from the psychological. Heidegger looked for a third alter
native. But, in fact, he tries two different paths, and all his life sought to bring 
them together. One of these I will call the metaphysiml, the other may be called 
the practical. They are brought together in a hermeneutic thesis. 

(c) Logic and Metaphysics. In the Logic let:tures of 1928, called "The 
Metaphysical Foundations (Anfangsgriinde) of Logic," Heidegger forcefully 
argues for the thesis that logic must be grounded in metaphysics.6' Against 
such a thesis, there is a rather familiar objection which Heidegger considers at 
length. The objection is that since metaphysics involves thinking and since all 
thinking must conform to logic, indeed must presuppose logic, metaphysics 
must presuppose logic rather than the inverse thesis. Indeed, logic must pre
cede all sciences. 

According to Heidegger this argument has the advantage that it proceeds 
from quite general ideas of logic and metaphysics, without considering their 
specific problem--contents. There is also an ambiguity in the word 'presuppo
sition'. It is true that all thinking-prescientific, scientific as well as metaphy
sical-must make use of the formal rules of thinking. But use of the rules does 
not requir·e a science of those rules, nor does it require a "founded" knowledge 
of those rules. The fact of their use, as much as the unavoidability of their use 
for thinking, needs to be accounted for. For such an account, one has to think 
about the conditions of the possibilit)' of science, about the relation of science 
to scientific thinking, and of such thinking to human existence; logic itself is a 
science, historically developed and so determined by a tradition. It therefore 
cannot be a presupposition of thinking. 

The barely formal argument to the effect that every thinking grounding 
must involve thinking, cannot be formally refuted-Heidegger concedes.6 3 

But, he adds, it can be refuted only by showing how such an argument is 
possible and why, under certain presuppositions, it indeed is necessary. At this 
point Heidegger does not go on to show this. As far as I can see, his point 
would be something like this: pre-logical thinking which is in direct touch with 
being, thinking which, according to Heidegger's later writings, is either practi-

6• GA. 26: 128-32. 
•• Ibid., 131. 
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cal wisdom or poetic, does not follmv the rules of logic and so no question 
arises about logic being its presupposition. It is only propositional thinking 
that follows the rules of (propositional) logic. A putative metaphysical ground
ing ma\ remain within the limits of propositional thinking; it then does ap
pear to presuppose logic (allowing for the sort of equivocation of "presuppos
ing" which was hinted at earlier). Such a grounding then does not go to the 
roots of the matter. A metaphysical grounding which does go to the roots of 
the matter would think, but think in a different, more originary manner. 

What is this more originary manner of thinking, and how could such 
thinking prm·ide a grounding for logical thinking and for logic as well? To be 
able to understand Heidegger's answers to these questions, we need to do 
some more spade work to prepare the ground. 

(d) Logic as Metaphysics ofTruth.6 1 Judgments alone can be either true or 
false. This is because in judgment, thinking and being enter into a peculiar 
relation of identity-cum-difference. Judgment is "about" a being, and of this 
being it asserts a true predicate. Let us look closer at this "being about" and 
also at the copula, the sign of predication. 

(i) The "being about" or judgmental intentionality is possible, according to 

Heidegger, only because a being has already been disclosed prior to the judg
ment under consideration. A judgment does not first establish the relatedness 
to the entity-about-which. A judgment is first possible on the basis of an 
already available disclosure of the entity, and the disclosure of that entity takes 
place within the context of an already latent relatedness to o1· Sclwn-sein-lm 

beings. A judgment is true if its content is in agreement with the alreach 
disclosed object-about-which. The metaphysical here is the disclosure of bein~ 
as a being. a disclosure without which judgment cannot substantiate its truth 
claim and would not be, qua judgment, possible. Thus judgmental intention
ality presupposes a prejudgmentalmanifestation of being. We need not ha\e 
to understand this thesis in any weird and mystic sounding sense. The best 
way to understand Heidegger, at this point, is to take his thesis as exemplified 
in the familiar case of perceptual judgments. A perceptual judgment "This 
pen is blue" is possible inasmuch as the object-about-which, this pen, is a! read~ 
disclosed in perceptual experience, as lying there before me. It is importan.t 
that we do not construe this perceptual disclosure itself as a judgment. What 
this disclosure is like, I will brielly touch upon later, but only in so far as that is 
necessary for my present exposition. 

(ii) Predication likewise is founded upon display6s In predicating, what is 

0.f C.-\. 2G: lj:.!. 
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disclosed is analyzed into one of its constituent moments, and this separated 
moment is exhibited as belonging to the entity disclosed. Predication deter
mines an entity as being such and such, but the determination is founded on 
exhibition and separ·ation. This shows why every judgment is both analytic 
and synthetic at once. The copula signifies the "togetherness," the "belonging
together," that "unifying gathering" which belongs to our verv concept of 
being as the world. 

(iii) If the foregoing makes sense, then it makes sense to say that although 
truth in the sense of adequacy or correspondence has its locus in judgment, 
truth in the sense of disclosedness of being is prior to judgment. If this latter 
sense of 'truth' be called ontological, then logic is grounded in ontology. 
Hence Heidegger's enigmatic statement: "Der Satz is nicht clas, darin Wahr
heit erst moglich wird, sondern umgekehrt, der Satz ist erst in der \\'ahrheit 
moglich .... Satz ist nicht der Ort der \Vahrheit, sondern Wahrheit der On 
des Satzes. "66 

We thus find that when Heidegger claims to ground logic in metaphysics 
he should be understood in a sense that takes into account the above men
tioned three points. He should not be construed as grounding logic either in 
the structure of the subject or in the structure of the wodd. 

(d) Logic and Practical Wisdom. Logic, we have seen, deals with meanings. 
With the rejection of psychologism, one is tempted to look upon meanings as 
eternally subsistent entities. At no stage of his thinking was Heidegger satis
fied with such a hypostatization of meanings. The habilitation 1mrk ends 11·ith 
the "metaphysical" suggestion that the opposition between realmentallife and 
ideal meanings, between Sein and So/len, be overcome in a more fundamental 
concept of living Geist. 67 The Logic lecture of 1925/26 suggests that although 
the primacy of theoretical truth in logic is not accidental, it is possible to show 
that a more radical stance of questioning may lead to a revision of this naive 
point of departure of logic. 68 In fact, not formal logic but philosophical logic 
has to settle the question, which truth-theoretical or practical-is primary. 
Heidegger opts for the primacy of the practical. 

To demonstrate this thesis of the primacy of the practical is to argue success
fully that the meanings logic is concerned with, propositional meanings and 
their constituents, are not the meanings originally experienced along with that 
disclosure of being which is presupposed by judgment. The word, as fixed and 
stabilized for purposes of logical thinking. presupposes a pre-logical experi
ence of being as meaningful. This latter sort of meaningfulness is tied to the 1vay 

66 GA. 21: •:15· 
., GA. I: 405. 
68 GA. 21: II. 

119 



128 .JOUKI'.\L OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 26: I JANUARY 1988 

we live in our world and concern ourselves-practically and affectively-with 
things and situations. Things acquire their original significance (Bedeutung) 
from what we have got to do with them, from Zutunhaben. A pencil is meant for 
writing. a hammer for driving nails, and so on and so forth. Original practical 
judgments express such a significance of things: they do not ascribe properties 
to a thing. They are about my (actual or possible) relations to a thing.6g 

It mav be objected that this sort of practical and affective significance 
belongs only to tools and artifacts: pens and pencils, houses and automobiles, 
hammers and clocks, but not to natural objects such as rocks and mountains, 
rivers ,md trees, and animals and other persons. I think Heidegger's point is 
that in so far as these and other natural objects inhabit my Lebenswelt and not 
the world of physics, they fall within the horizon of my interests, passions, and 
possible actions directed at them. They are not mere objects of cognition. The 
logic of judgment is founded upon the prelogical disclosure of things as hav
ing the sort of practical significance that they have within our Lebemwelt. To 
sav this, hm,·e\-er, is not to slww how apophantic judgment arises out of the 
practical. It would be the task of hermeneutic logic to show that. Heidegger 
has not himself done hermeneutic logic; some others have, and we need to 
turn to them. But before doing that we need to be clear about how the 
practical wisdom which recognizes for each object and situation its practical 
significance could be characterized as being hermeneutic. 

(e) Logic and Hermeneutics. It was said earlier that Heidegger tried, all his 
life, to bring together two different groundings of logic: the metaphysical and 
the practical, and that they were to be unified under the concept of 
hermeneutics. We now need to ascertain how this is done. The connecting link 
is pro,·ided b> two theses: (i) that action is a mode of understanding the world 
and involves a certain sell~understanding on the part of the agent; and (ii) that 
the originary disclosure of entities which must precede judgmental "being 
about" is not disclosure to a cognitive subject, to an objectivating conscious
ness, but rather to a projecting, caring, and acting being whose mode of being 
is to be in the world and to-be-already-with-entities. Being-in-the-world is to 
be interpreted as a certain comprehension or understanding of oneself and 
one's world. Thus both practice and disclosure of entities involve a cenain 
pre-conceptual understanding of oneself and one's world. To articulate and 
explicate this understanding is hermeneutics. If logic is grounded in a disclo
sure of being, and if logical meanings refer back to pre-logical significance, 
one can as well say that logic is ultimately rooted in a certain understanding of 
the world as well as of oneself. 
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The same thesis may be supported in a slightly different manner. Judging 
is an intentional relation to a being. But every intentional relation carries 
within itself a specific undnstanding of the being of the entity to which the 
intentionality relates. If judging presupposes a prior disclosure of that entity, 
it also requires a specific interpretation of it as such and such. 

With this we are in a position to briefly consider Heidegger's thesis on 
logic as laid clown in §33 of Sein wui Zeit bearing the title: "Die Aussage als 
abklinftiger l\lodus der Auslegung." In this paragraph, Heidegger first dis
tinguishes between three meanings of "Aussage"; all three together consti
tute the full structure of Aussage. First of all. "Aussage" primarily means 
manifesting an entity as it is. In "The hammer is too heavy," the hammer 
itself, but not its representation, is manifested in the manner it is at hand. 
Secondly, Au.uage also means predication. This sense is grounded in the first. 
Both the terms of predication, the subject and the predicate, belong to what 
has been manifested. Predication itself does not unco1 er anything but rather 
limits what has been uncovered to the subject. i.e .. the hammer. Finally, 
Aussage also means "communication," to let the entit\ be seen together with 
an other. What is stated can be shared, can be stated again. Taking these 
three meanings together, an Aussage may be characterized as "communicat
ing and determining, making manifest." But how then is it also a mode of 
interpretation; The making-manifest that takes place in and through an 
Aussage, is possible only on the basis of what is ah·eady disclosed to under
standing. It is not a worldless, transcendental ego who performs an Aus.wge. 
It is rather a Dasein who is a being-in-the-world and as such ah,·avs has a 
certain pre-understanding of the world, who makes a judgment. The existen
tial fore-structures of understanding, which together constitute its anti
cipatory structure, form the horizon within which am judgment is possible. 
In this sense the judgment of logic is founded upon the hermeneutic of 
Dasl'in. 

Heidegger has still to give an account of how the entity with which one is 
practically concerned (the hammer as a tool for driving a nail here and now) 
becomes an object about which one pronounces a theoretical judgment. Obvi
ously, if Hcidegger's thesis is correct, the Zuhandme l\'rnnit des Zutunlwhflls has 
to be transformed into the "Woriibrr" drr aufzeigrndnl .-\uswge. \\'hat transpires 
in this transformation? Something whose mode of being is to-be-ready-at
hand becomes an object that is present-at-hand, mereh· vorlu111den. The origi
nal "as," which was a hermeneutic "as" (recognizing a hammer as what is just 
right for my purpose) for practical wisdom, bemmes a mere apophantic "as" 
(judging this object over there to be a hammer) which determines the object as 
possessing a certain property. The logic of theoretiwl judgments is committed 
to an ontology of objects present at hand. 
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In an important, but not much commented upon paragraph, Heidegger 
concedes that between these two extremes, there are many intermediate 
phases, represented by judgments about happenings in the surrounding 
world. accounts of situations, depictions of events, etc. These intermediate 
cases, though expressed in linguistic sentences, cannot be reduced to theoreti
cal statements, but rather refer back to their origin in the pre-conceptual 
interpretation of the world. 

What now has become of the concept of meaning or Sinn which was earlier 
used to define the uomain of logic? This concept of Sinn is to be traced back to 
its origin in another, more originary concept of Sinn which Heidegger formu
lates with some precision in §65 of Sein and Zeit: "Danach ist Sinn das, worin 
sich die Verstehbarkeit von etwas halt, ohne daU es selbst ausdri.icklich und 
thematisch in den Blick kommt. Sinn bedeutet das Woraufhin des primaren 
Entwurfs, a us dem her etwas als das, was es ist in seiner Moglichkeit begriffen 
werden kann." Sinn is that towards which the originary project of being-in
the-world is directed. To understand the Sinn of a thing (not of a word, in this 
case) is to grasp, unthematically, the possibility that the thing presents in the 
context of the prevailing project. 

(f) Hermeneutic Logic. It is one thing to claim that formal logic is rooted in 
a hermeneutic experience of being-in-the-world. It is quite another thing to 
work out in detail the idea of a hermeneutic logic. Without such a logic, the 
Heideggerian thesis would remain empty of content, for not only logic but all 
theoretical cognition, on that thesis, would have the same "origin." \<\lith such 
a logic, the thesis receives specific content, but loses some of its ontological 
grandeur, for now formal logic will be traced back to another kind of logic, 
but we \\·mild still be within the field of logic, which thereby would receive an 
extension beyond the formal-theoretical. 

E\·en if Heidegger does not give us sketches of such a logic, luckily we have 
excellent attempts in that direction. This is not the place to review those 
attempts, but it surel~· is appropriate that we b1·iefly recall the more note
worthy amongst them. First of all, Husser! himself, in Experience and judgment, 

extended the domain of logic to pre-predicative experience, and showed how 
truth-functional operators such as negation, disjunction and implication have 
their origin in pre-predicative experience. Husserl's thesis may be regarded as 
still being cognitive in nature, the pre-predicative experience is construed not 
as acth·e or affective dealing with entities, but rather as modes of receptivity 
and various modes of responses to what is received. In this sense, Husserl's 
pre-predicative logic does not come under the rubric "hermeneutic logic." 

The must striking development of hermeneutic logic, developed in close 
contact with both Husser! and Heidegger, is to be found in the works of Hans 
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Lipps.7° If formal logic deals with logical entities which claim to be self
subsistent essences, and appear to have no connection with the li\·ing situa
tions of everyday life, what Lipps does is to comprehend precisely the entities 
and structures of logic as arising out of human life, i.e .. 10 bring out how they 
originally have the function of accomplishing quite specific roles in quite 
specific linguistic situations of everyday life. Thus judgment (Urtril) in its 
origin is not a statement, but an action by which a yet-to-be-decided question is 
finally decided, as in legal judgment. The concepts of traditional logic, accord
ing to Lipps, are quite different from the concepts of originary, practical 
thinking. To comprehend things, in practical life. is 10 come to terms with 
things, to know what to do with them, as in overcoming an opposition. Con
cepts in this sense are not definable, they can onlv be illustrated by examples. 
The same sort of distinction is made in the case of inference. In practical life 
one infers, not from premises, but from circumstances. situations, facts. Proof 
becomes necessary in a situation of conversation, when something has to be 
demonstrated for the other. An interesting development of the idea of pre
logical conception is Lipps' distinction between "practical" and "intuitive" 
(sichtendm) conceptions. Neither needs language, but both may function in a 
linguistic medium. The practical conception operates in knowing how; the 
intuitive conception operates in one's mastery over a \,·ide range of diverse 
material without yet subsuming it under a common logical concept. 

!\leanings of wo1·ds are, for theoretical logic, p1·ecise and fixed entities. In 
practical life, meanings cannot be fixed with precision. (Lipps elaborates on 
the Wittgensteinian example: the word "game.") This imprecision is not a 
deficiency; it is rather a strength. The words derive their meanings not autono
mously, but in connection with situations in which they are uttered. This leads 
Lipps to consider various kinds of words and the great variety of situations 

that call forth appropriate utterances. 
Josef Konig studied with Husserl, but subsequenth attended Heidegger's 

l'v!arburg lectures, and sought to appropriate their methodologies into a basi
cally Oil they-oriented position. I would here mention only a few of his impor
tant distinctions: (i) In his Sein und Denken1' Konig distinguishes between the 
merely present (vorhandm) thing and the thing as so-working (so-Wir·kende). 

The former is not an original subject of predication, but is rather a transfor-

7° Hans Lipps, Untrnuchungen z.ur Phii11omrnologie dn Erknmt11ij. Erster Teil. Dm fJwg 1md seme 

Eigmsrhaften (Bonn, 1927). Zweiter Teil, A1u.wge und L"•tnl (Bonn. 1928). But more specifically. 
see his Untnmchungm zu emer hermnzeutisrhm Logzk, Pl11losophische Abhandlungen, Bd. VII 

(Frankfurt am Main, 1933). 
'' Halle: Max Niemeyer, '937· 
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mation of a judgment of the form "X is present." The true subject of a 
statement about something present is not this something present, but rather 
the X of sentences of the sort "X is present." But the latter, i.e., the so
working. or an entity that is not the merely present, is the original entity. The 
subject of so-working is nothing but a so-working being (a pleasing smile is a 
smile that so works on us; a sublime mountain is one which so works on us). Its 
being (Sein) is to be so-working. 

(ii) Konig also distinguishes between a practical 'this' and a theoretical 
'this'.'' The theoretical this is a this of such and such kind: for example, 'under 
this circumstance' = 'under such circumstance'; this man = a man such as this. 
As contrasted with this, a practical/his is a pu1·e this. For example, What is this 

that lies there on the table? A practical this is the merely existing reality. The 
practical this belongs to someone's world; it is hardly compatible with the 
thought of a closed system or with a world-totality as Vorhanden. 

(iii) .-\nother of Konig's related distinctions is that between practical cause 
and theoretical cause." The former answers a practical "why" question and 
the latter a theoretical question. A practical "why" question is: "Why does 
this ball stan mOI·ing?" A theoretical "wh>.'' question is "Why do balls that 
recei\·e an impact start moving?" The former is answered by giving another 
event as the efficient cause. The latter requires a ground in a general theo
retical implication. 

(h) All these lead him finally to a distinction that is of direct significance 
for logic: that between practical sentences and theoretical sentences.<~ A theo
retical sentence (or proposition) can be rightly seen as built out of a sentential 
(or, propositional) function 'xis F' either by replacing 'x' by a constant 'A', or 
by quantifying over x (Some x is F; All x is F). A practical sentence, according 
to Konig. cannot be so construed without doing violence to its meaning and its 
role. The subject of a practical sentence is a practical "this" or "that." The 
sentence, "That is my friend Karl" cannot be regarded as having been built 
out of a sentential function "xis my friend Karl." 

Konig's valuable, carefully developed, but incomplete researches shall con
stitute a necessary pan of any satisfactory hermeneutic logic. 

Lastly, I should mention the more well known and more recent attempt of 

;~ .Josef K6nig. "Cber einen neuen ontologischen Be\.,.·eis des Sarzes von der Notwendigkeit 
a lies Geschchens," Archw fiir 1'/u/usophir, 2 ( 1948): 5-43. Reprinted in Josef Konig, \'m'triigr wul 
Aufsrit:e. ed. G. Patzig (Freiburg/Miinchen: Verlag Alber, 1978). 

73 .Jn'cf Konig. "Bemerkungen tiber den Begriff der Ursache," originally in Das Pwblem d" 
Gr;et:lu hkeil, Bd. I (Hamburg: F. Meiner, '94'J). Reprinted in Vorldgr 1md Au[1iilze. 

il Konig's L~Oningen Lectures ( 1953-54) under the title "Theorctische und praktischc S~itle .. 
arc ~1111 unpublished. They ~1rc being edited hy G. Par zig for publication. 
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Paul Lorenzen.H Lorenzen develops a sptematic constructive procedure for 
building up formal logical concepts and operations from simple practical situa
tions (such as one in which one person gi\·es an order which the other obeys or 
does not obey; or one in which two are engaged in a game; or dialogical 
situations in which there is a proponent and an opponent). Lorenzen, interest
ingly enough, sees his task as having been made possible only after Dilthey 

and Frege.76 

One may want to say that these attempts fulfill the intention implicit in 
Heidegger's thinking about formal logic, in a more constructive and fruitful 

manner. 

4 . C R IT I C A L R E :'>I .-\ R K S 

But what to say about Heidegger's own foundational thoughts? To recapitu
late what has already been pointed out, these thoug-hts are mainly five: 

First, formal logic, historically, was possible within a metaphysical system (the 
Platonic), and can be possible only within a metaphysics. 
Secondly, formal logic is committed to an ontologv of o~jects whose mode of 

being is to be present at hand (Vorhandewein). . 
Thirdly, (in spite of the abm·e) philosophical reflection on the copula pelds 
an insight into the identity-cum-difference, and the togetherness of cltffer
entiated elements that belongs to the meaning of Being. 
Follrlhly,judgmental being-about presupposes a prior pre-judgmental dis~lr:
sure of an entity, which disclosure takes palce wllhm the context of Dasem s 

already-being-with the others. . . 
Fifthly, judgmental Sinn, as also logical-theoreticalmeanm~ of ~mrds. refers 
back to a practical understanding of the significance of thmgs 111 relation to 
human projects, i.e, in the context of the totality of life situations. 

The final evaluation of formal logic would be somewhat as follows: formal 
logic has its own range of validity, no doubt, but philosophy s~ould replace it_s 
naivite by reflecting on its sense and its "origin." This will reqtme a plu_losophr
callogic which is double-pronged: at once ontological and hermeneutic. Mo~
ern mathematical logic is degenerate formal logic, for whatever hermeneutic 
and ontological glimpses the traditional formal logic permitted is, or at least 

7
s Cf. Paul Lorenzen, Konstruktn•e H't.\Jenschaft.)tllt'orit> (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp. 1~)/-J) 

and Methodzschrs Denke11 (Frankfurt am ~laiu: Suhrkamp. '97·1). 
76 Konstruktn•e U/Hsenschaftstheonl', 21. He also \\Tites: "Erst. im :\nschluB .m Dihh.c~ und 

Husscrl haben Misch cincrseits und Heidcggcr andcrerscit'i dcuth(h gemacht. \\"t\S fb~ hc1s~t. dan 
Denken vom Leben, von der praktischcn Lebensituation des \lenschen, austugehcn hat." 

Methodischrs Denknt, 26. 
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appears to have been, totally lost to mathematical logic, whose main blunder 
consists in confusing between a science of quantity and a science of intention
ality and which is, historically speaking, possible only in an epoch for which 
the meaning of Being is understood through technology.n 

With regard to these thoughts, I would like to submit the following critical 
and, certainly, tentative reHections. 

1. The historical judgment appears to me to be sound, namely, that formal 
logic arose within the Platonic metaphysics. One needed, to begin with, a doc
trine of objective ideas and propositions. But the history of logic shows that 
logic has tried to free itself from that Platonic origin. Propositions have been 
replaced by sentences (even if they are 'eternal sentences'), concepts by words 
(even if they are type words, not tokens), and so on and so forth. To what extent, 
then, must we say that formal logic unavoidably presupposes a metaphysics 
(i.e., a theory of Being) and an ontology (a position as to what sorts of entities to 
admit)? l\ly own view is that although formal logicians have sought to court a 
nominalistic ontology, that just has not worked. (See how sentences have be
come eternal sentences.) The logical relations and structures need abstract 
entities to hold good of, so some sort of Platonism is 'the original sin' of formal 
logic. But these Platonic entities are of the genre of meanings, Fregean Sinne or 
Husserlian noemata. A certain theory of meaning, and its attendant ontology 
may well be regarded as the minimum commitment of formal logic. No other 
ontology of Vorhandensein is presupposed. Events and happenings, situations 
and circumstances, tools and gadgets, can all be referents of "objects-about
which" of propositions that are subjected to logical operations. 

2. It is not clear how much ontological burden can be carried by the 
copula. Heidegger's multifarious attempts to extract out of it insights into the 
meaning of 'Being' have been far from successful. By saying that 'Being' 
involves identity-cum-difference or the togetherness of distincts, is not to say 
much that could not be divined by simple metaphysical speculation indepen
dently of the guidance of the copula. 

3· The thesis of the pre-logical, pre-predicative disclosure is important, 
and its validity recognized. I should add that this thesis derives its strength 
from the case of perceptual judgments such as "This pencil is blue." But not 
all judgments are perceptual, and not all disclosure is prior to judgment. In a 
judgment about electrons, one does not have a pre-theoretical disclosure of 
the object-about-which: in verifying such a judgment, the disclosure comes 
aftenmrds as the "fulfillment" of the meaning intention of an originally empty 

11 For my present limited purpose, I desist from either expounding or commenting upon this 
last claim. 
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judgment. The thesis of prior disclosure, then, may be saved by liberaliling the 
sense of 'disclosure' and at the same time by relativizing it to the context of a 

judging. 
4· With regard to perceptual judgments about persons and material ob

jects, it is true that originary disclosure is not a theoretical-cogniti,·e mode of 
given ness, but rather practical and affective.78 This alone justifies Heidegger's 
basing apophansis on hermeneutics. However, even if one does work out a 
hermeneutic logic in the manner of Lipps, Konig, and Lorenzen, one still 
needs to show how apophantic logic develops out of hermeneutic logic. 
Lorenzen's is the best attempt to show this, but it works for elementarv truth 
functions, and even there a certain discontinuity between the primitive 
hermeneutic situation and the formal-logical is either slurred over or elimi
nated by choosing the former at a level that is not originary-practical, but 
rather primitively theoretical. 

5· Heidegger is right, to my mind, in looking upon Husserl's anti
psychologism critique as a provisional, though indispensable step. In fact, 
Husserl himself treated it likewise. The gap between real mental life and ideal 
meanings has to be bridged. Transcendental philosophy and hermeneutics 
are two ways of doing this. Their relative strength has to be measured, among 
other things, by the extent to which each is capable of accounting for the 
ideality of logical meanings. For hermeneutics, the question is: How do the 
practical-hermeneutic meanings of things get 'transformed' into the theoreti
cal-logical meanings of words and sentences' 

Temple University 

'' I have argued for this in my Phenomenology and Ori!ology (The Hague: :1.1. 1\:ijhoff. tg;o). 
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THE CONDITIONS OF TRUTH 

IN HEIDEGGER AND DAVIDSON* 

In this paper I hope to demonstrate that, despite dramatic differences 
in approach, Analytic and Continental philosophers can be brought into a 
productive dialogue with one another on topics central to the philosophi
cal agenda of both traditions. Their differences tend to obscure the fact 
that both traditions have as a fundamental project the critique of past 
accounts of language, intentionality, and mind. Moreover, writers within 
the two traditions are frequently in considerable agreement about the 
failings of past accounts. Where they tend to differ is in the sorts of 
positive accounts they give. By exploring the important areas of disagree
ment against the background of agreement, however, it is possible to gain 
insights unavailable to those rooted in a single tradition. 

I would like to illustrate this in the context of a comparison of 
Heidegger's and Davidson's accounts of the conditions of truth. I begin, 
however, with a brief discussion of some crucial differences between the 
Analytic and Continental ways of doing philosophy. An understanding of 
these differences provides the basis for seeing how Heidegger and 
Davidson, all appearances to the contrary, in fact follow a parallel course 
by resisting theoretical attempts at the redefinition or reduction of our 
pretheoretical notion of truth. Indeed, both writers believe that truth is best 
illuminated by looking at the conditions of truth-that is, they both try to 
understand what makes truth as a property of language and thought 
possible in the first place. Both answer the question by exploring how 
what we say or think can come to have content. I conclude by suggesting 
that Heidegger's "ontological foundations" of "the traditional conception 
of truth" can be seen as an attempt at solving a problem which Davidson 
recognizes but believes is incapable of solution-namely, the way the 
existence of language and thought presuppose our sharing a finely articu
lated structure which only language and thought seem capable of producing. 

"The Conditions of Truth in Heidegger and Davidson" by Mark A. Wrathall, . 
The Monist, vol. 82, no. 2, pp. 304--323. Copyright CCll999, THE MONIST, La Salle, Illinois 61301. 
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Analytic and Continental Philosophy 

If I were to reduce the difference between Analytic and Continental 
philosophy to a single anecdote, I would refer to two. titles: M~c~ael 
Dummett's The Logical Basis of Metaphysics, I based on hts 1976 Wtlham 
James Lectures, and Martin Heidegger's Metaphysische Anfangsgriinde 
der Logik,2 the published edition of a 1928 lecture course. Here in a 
nutshell one finds the Analytic's focus on logical analysis as the means 
toward philosophical questioning, and the Continental suspicion that all 
knowledge is tinged through and through by hidden metaphysical presup
positions. 

As Dummett explains in his introduction, Analytic philosophy's 
approach to metaphysical issues is premised on the belief that 
"[p]hilosophy can take us no further than enabling us to command a clear 
view of the concepts by means of which we think about the world, and, 
by so doing, to attain a firmer grasp of the way we represent t~e wo~ld in 
our thoughts."3 The Analytic philosopher's assault on metaphystcal hetg~ts, 
then, will only begin after the exhaustive examination of more pedest~an 
subjects like language and logic. This is in deliberate contrast to the phtlo
sophical tradition, which Dummett views as deeply flawed due to "an 
underestimation by even the deepest thinkers of the difficulty of the 
questions they tackle. They consequently take perilous ~hortcuts in ~h.eir 
argumentation and flatter themselves that they have arnved at defimttve 
solutions when much in their reasoning is questionable. I believe that we 
shall make faster progress only if we go at our task more slowly and me
thodically, like mountain climbers making sure each foothold is secure 
before venturing onto the next. "4 

One needs only contrast this position with Heidegger's introduction 
to see the profound difference in impetus between the Analytical and Co~
tinental style. Heidegger argues that we can make no progress at all tn 
philosophical understanding without "a critical dismantling of traditional 
logic down to its hidden foundations"-"the metaphysical foundations of 
logic."5 This is because logic can provide genuine insight into "the way 
we represent the world in our thoughts" (as Dummett puts it) only if we 
understand why it is that we human beings are constituted in such a way 
"as to be able to be thus governed by laws": "How 'is' Dasein [human 
being] according to its essence so that such an obligation as that of being 
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governed by logical laws can arise in and for Dasein [human being]?"6 As 
a result, "(a] basic problem of logic, the law-governedness of thinking, 
reveals itself to be a problem of human existence in its ground."7 Conse
quently, an understanding of logical form would be bootless, for 
Heidegger, without a prior understanding of the constitution of human 
existence-an understanding which can only be reached by reflection on 
the fundamental concepts of metaphysics. 

Analytic philosophers, in sum, see themselves as engaged in the 
painstaking process of clarifying the logical structure of language and 
mind-a process they believe to be prior to making inroads in metaphys
ical reflection. Continental philosophers, while also often starting from 
the structure of language and mind, seek to move from there directly to a 
reflection on the historical, existential dimension of our language and 
thoughts. Because Analytics see no evidence of careful and rigorous 
analysis in the work of Continental thinkers, they consider Continental 
philosophy to be, at best, "a more or less systematic reflection on the 
human situation ... a kind of reflection which can sometimes lead to a 
new perspective on human life and experience."s At its worst, Continen
tal philosophy is viewed as hopelessly muddling about within a 
"wide-spread ignorance of certain fundamental linguistic principles."9 

Continental philosophers, on the other hand, are intensely suspicious of 
the Analysts' "fundamental linguistic principles," certain that reliance on 
them is premised on metaphysical nai'vete or even ignorance. So Heidegger 
argues that "[t]he appearance of a 'philosophy of language' is a striking 
sign that knowledge of the essence of the word, i.e., the possibility of an 
experience of the primordial essence of the word, has been lost for a long 
time. The word no longer preserves the relation of Being to man, but 
instead the word is a formation and thing of language."IO And Derrida 
thinks it typical of the whole Analytic tradition that it conducts its inves
tigations on the basis of "a kind of ideal regulation," which excludes the 
troublesome cases most in need of examination-troublesome cases 
which in fact work to deconstruct traditional philosophyii 

What is often lost in this mutual antipathy is a surprising overlap in 
views concerning the shared starting point of much of the work in both 
traditions-language. It strikes me that the best way to overcome the 
Analytic/Continental divide \s therefore to ignore, at least provisionally, 
the differences in approach and instead explore the areas of agreement. 
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When left at the level of mutual recrimination, it looks like there is so little 
in common as to make the two traditions irrelevant to one another, for it 
seems to both sides as if the other is either incapable of joining issue, or 
at least willfully refusing to do so. But if one can get beyond the differ
ences and discover a common ground, then the disagreements can be seen 
to have content and the proponents of the two traditions can be made to 
engage in productive ways. In the remainder of this paper, I hope to illus
trate this by showing how Heidegger's and Davidson's inquiries into truth 
and the functioning of language, as different as they are, both come to 
focus on the conditions of the possibility of truth as the means to dissolv
ing traditional philosophical problems. It is true that there are important 
differences in their accounts of truth conditions. But by seeing their dis
agreement against the background of an extensive congruence in view, 
one can highlight in a way not easily available to adherents of one tradition 
or another the presuppositions and problems which remain for each thinker. 

Heidegger and Davidson on Truth Definitions 

There are a variety of traditional answers to the question what makes 
a true sentence (or belief or proposition, etc.) true-answers such as cor
respondence, coherence, utility, and so on. What all these theories share, 
as Davidson has pointed out, is a sense that truth is a concept for which 
we should be able to provide an illuminating definition. From the 
preceding observations on the difference between Analytic and Continen
tal philosophy, as general as they were, it should come as no surprise that 
both Davidson and Heidegger are critical of traditional truth theories. The 
notable similarities between Davidson's and Heidegger's views of truth, 
on the other hand, are perhaps unexpected. Davidson, after all, has argued 
for a "correspondence" view, albeit a "correspondence without confronta
tion."12 And he pursues the question of truth, in good Analytic fashion, 
within the context of a semantic analysis of the truth predicate. Heidegger, 
on the other hand, is widely interpreted as denying a correspondence view 
in favor of a definition of truth as "unconcealment." And his criticism of 
correspondence theories is based in a phenomenological, rather than a 
logical, exploration of our experience of truth. 

But, on scrutiny, one discovers that the differences are nowhere near 
as wide as one might believe. Heidegger, in fact, views propositional truth 
as a sort of correspondence, and I have argued elsewhere that Heidegger's 
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account of unconcealment is badly misunderstood if taken as a definition 
oftruth.13 To the contrary, Heidegger's interest in propositional truth is not 
to redefine it, but to discover what makes propositional entities capable of 
being true or false. And Davidson, likewise, believes that propositional 
truth cannot meaningfully be defined in terms of correspondence. More 
importantly Davidson, like Heidegger, believes that progress cannot be 
made on the issue of truth by defining it, but only by understanding the 
conditions of sentences and beliefs being true. The interesting disagreement 
comes, then, not at the level of their respective accounts of propositional truth, 
but rather in the details of their explanations of the conditions of truth. 

In order to get to the point where we can fruitfully compare and contrast 
Davidson and Heidegger on this topic, however, we must get beyond the 
seemingly incompatible approaches to propositional truth. By understanding 
the context provided by their respective traditions for inquiries into truth, 
we can go a long way toward separating the genuine from the merely apparent 
disagreement. 

Within the Analytic tradition of philosophy, the generally accepted 
starting point for understanding truth is an analysis of our use of the truth 
predicate. Many philosophers accept that "just about everything there is to 
be said about truth" is said by noting that almost all of our uses of 'is true' 
can be understood in terms of "certain formal features" of the predicate
"notably its disquotation feature."l4 These features allow us to make 
certain generalizing statements about sentences; "the truth predicate 
allows any sentence to be reformulated so that its entire content will be 
expressed by the new subject-a singular term open to normal objectival 
quantification."l5 In addition, we can account for certain vestigial uses of 
'true' (like "That's true!") in terms of its use as an illocutionary device
for instance, to confirm or endorse.l 6 

Perhaps the best-known example of a definition of the truth predicate 
is Tarski's semantic theory of truth. Tarski's Convention T shows how to 
provide an extensionally adequate description of the truth predicate for 
each of a number of well-behaved languages. According to Convention T, 
a satisfactory truth theory for that language must be such as to entail for 
every sentence of the language a T-sentence of the form 

s is true if and only if p 
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where "s" is a description of the sentence, and "p" is replaced by that 
sentence, or a translation of the sentence into the metalanguage. I? 

The problem of restricting analysis to the truth predicate is, as many 
have noted, that such a definition seems to fall far short of explaining our 
concept of truth. Dummett, for instance, argues that the failing of a 
Tarskian truth definition is best seen in the case where we are construct
ing a T-theory for an object language we do not yet understand. In order 
to do this, we must know the conditions under which truth can be predi
cated for each and every sentence of the object-language-something we 
cannot do unless "we know something about the concept of truth 
expressed by that predicate which is not embodied in that, or any other 
truth-definition. "JB 

Thus, if all we knew about truth were exhausted by a T-theoretic de
scription of the truth predicate for a language, we would not be able to 
define truth for a new language. The implications for Analytic philoso
phers engaged in the Davidsonian project of defining meaning in terms of 
truth are critical, for if the truth conditions of sentences are to play any 
role in fixing their meaning, our ability to learn a language depends on 
having a pre-theoretic understanding of truth. Thus, Dummett explains that 

in order that someone should gain from the explanation that Pis true in such
and-such circumstances an understanding of the sense of P, he must already 
know what it means to say of P that it is true. If when he enquires into this 
he is told that the only explanation is that to say that P is true is the same as 
to assert P, it will follow that in order to understand what is meant by saying 
that P is true, he must already know the sense of asserting P, which was 
precisely what was supposed to be being explained to him.l9 

So if meaning is to be understood in terms of truth conditions, then un
derstanding language requires an account of truth above and beyond a 
language-relative characterization of the truth predicate. 

But what sense can be given to this pre-T-theoretic concept of truth? 
The readily available traditional answer, which explains truth as corre
spondence, is unable to do the work that needs to be done to make truth 
useful in Davidson's project. According to correspondence theories, we 
accept that a statement is true if there is some fact to which the statement 
corresponds. But, in order to do the work we need it to do, the theory must 
specify the fact to which the sentence corresponds prior to our recogniz-
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ing the sentence as true. And, as Davidson has shown, a definition of truth 
in terms of correspondence to facts is unable to do this. For a correspon
dence theory to be useful, it must be able to generate theorems of the form 

( 1) the statement that p corresponds to the fact that q 

But if q is an extensional description of some fact or state of affairs in the 
world, p will correspond not just to q, but to any sentence logically equiv
alent to q, or to any sentence differing from q only in the substitution in q 
of a coextensive singular term. Thus, p will correspond not just to the fact 
that q, but to any fact at aJJ.20 And so (1) will fail to assist us in determin
ing whether a sentence is true. Treating the description as less than fully 
extensional (by, for example, denying the substitutivity of logically equiv
alent sentences) is no more successful. The very possibility of explaining 
truth through correspondence is undermined by this move, since nonex
tensional descriptions rely on the concept of truth in picking out the fact 
in the first place: "Suppose, to leave the frying-pan of extensionality for 
the fires of intension, we distinguish facts as finely as statements. Of 
course, not every statement has its fact; only the true ones do. But then, 
unless we find another way to pick out facts, we cannot hope to explain 
truth by appeal to them."21 Hence, the real objection to correspondence 
theories is that they "fail to provide entities to which truth vehicles 
(whether we take these to be statements, sentences or utterances) can be 
said to correspond."22 

But, Davidson argues, rather than moving us to look for new defini
tions of truth, this failure should lead us to question the belief that to make 
the concept of truth useful we have to be able to specify what makes a true 
sentence true. Davidson has argued that, in constructing a theory of 
meaning, what we need beyond a T-theory for a language is not a defini
tion of truth, but an understanding of how we have the concept of truth. It 
is thus not truth that we should be seeking, but rather a clarification of "the 
necessary condition[s] of our possession of the concept[] of truth."23 

To summarize, Davidson's approach to truth has two distinct sides to 
it. First, as against any attempt to define truth, he takes the notion of truth 
itself to be "beautifully transparent" and primitive, and thus denies that 
the general concept of truth is reducible to any other concept or amenable 
to redefinition in other terms.24 This leaves intact our pre-theoretic under-
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standing of truth. He accepts a Tarskian T-theory as providing an instructive 
description of the kind of pattern truth makes in a language.25 But he resists 
the urge to believe that such a definition fully captures the concept of truth. 

The second part consists in saying enough more about truth to shed 
light on the other philosophical issues in which truth is implicated: "what 
we want to know is how to tell when T-sentences (and hence the theory as 
a whole) describe the language of a group or an individual. This obviously 
requires specifying at least part of the content of the concept of truth 
which Tarski's truth predicates fail to capture."26 Davidson's account of 
truth consequently turns to the conditions of truth-specifically, the 
condition that sentences and other propositional entities have content. 

Heidegger's inquiry into truth follows a similar strategy. For both 
Heidegger and Davidson, the problem with correspondence theories is 
that they presuppose, but cannot explain, the structure of our knowledge 
of the world. Of course, Heidegger is not motivated by a desire to employ 
a definition of the truth predicate in a theory of meaning. Instead, his 
interest in truth stems from the fact that, as Heidegger explains, "the phe
nomenon of truth is so thoroughly coupled with the problem of Being."27 
By this, Heidegger means that there is a necessary connection between 
our understanding of truth and the way beings are present to the under
standing. But he insists that the relationship between Being and truth 
cannot be explained by existing correspondence theories because we only 
recognize the correspondence relation between a statement and things in 
the world posterior to our relating the statement to the world through our 
"comportment." Thus, the notion of correspondence cannot help us in 
knowing how to relate statements to the world.2s 

But Heidegger's criticism of correspondence theories should not be 
taken to mean that Heidegger intended to redefine the truth of assertions 
in other terms. Indeed, he accepts that the truth of propositional entities is 
to be understood as a kind of "correspondence" or agreement with the way 
the world is; a "proposition is true," he affirms, "insofar as it corresponds 
to things."29 Heidegger's objection, then, is not to the notion of corre
spondence per se, but rather to certain types of correspondence theories 
-namely, those which understand correspondence as a relation holding 
between mental representations and non-mental things. Such theories, 
Heidegger argues, are unable to instructively explain the notion of a 
relation of agreement. Thus, rather than seeking to provide a theory of the 
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correspondence relation, Heidegger believes it is enough to note that an 
assertion is true when what is intended in the assertion "is just as it gets 
pointed out in the assertion as being."3o In so doing, he accepts the intuition 
that the truth of propositional entities consists in agreeing with the way the 
world is. 

In the place of a truth theory, Heidegger proposes examining how it 
is that beliefs or assertions are the sorts of things which can be true or 
false. His account of unconcealment is meant not as a definition of truth, 
but rather as an explanation of what makes it possible for propositions to 
point to the world in just the way that the world is. And in a manner not 
unlike Davidson, Heidegger sees the content of propositional states as 
fixed through our interacting with others and our orientation toward things 
within a world thereby "erasing," in Davidson's words, "the boundary 
between knowing a language and knowing our way around in the world 
generally."31 It is in the details of their accounts of what fixes the content 
of our intentional states that the interesting differences are found between 
Davidson's and Heidegger's views. 

Intentional Content as a Condition of Truth 

In this section of the paper, I look in more detail at Davidson's and 
Heidegger's respective accounts of the way intentional content gets fixed. 
I will first examine Davidson's view, and then show how Heidegger's account 
of unconcealment can be read in the context of Davidson's approach to the 
problem.32 

Davidson begins from the fact that human beings use language and 
succeed in understanding each other, and asks what makes that use of 
language possible. Davidson's project of "Radical Interpretation" illumi
nates the conditions of language by asking what would suffice for an 
interpreter to interpret the speaker of an alien language. By imagining a 
radical interpretation-that is, an interpretation which makes no assump
tions about the propositional content of the speaker's behavior (linguistic 
or other)-Davidson focuses us on those properties of languages which 
allow us to learn them. A radical interpreter faces the problem that we 
cannot understand what a speaker means by her words without knowing 
what she believes, and we are deprived of the usual access to her beliefs
her words. Thus, if we can explain how it is possible to interpret her 
without the benefit of a prior knowledge of her beliefs and meanings, we 
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will learn something important about the way language works-namely, 
what it takes to give content to the utterances and beliefs of another. 

The issue, then, becomes one of understanding how it is that we learn 
to ascribe meanings and beliefs to each other. Here is where truth is im
plicated. To give content to the thoughts and assertions of others, 
Davidson claims, we must be able to ascribe truth conditions to their 
propositional states. But as we have seen, a Tarskian "definition" of truth 
is insufficient for this project because it is subsequent to our having a 
meaningful language and contentful propositional attitudes. Rather, some 
account of the way in which we come to relate a theory of truth (of the 
type Tarski has shown us to construct) to other rational agents is required; 
"If we knew in general what makes a theory of truth correctly apply to a 
speaker or group of speakers, we could plausibly be said to understand the 
concept of truth."33 

Thus, Davidson tries to say something more about truth-not by way 
of defining truth, but rather by way of understanding the conditions under 
which we can apply a theory of truth to others. A theory of truth can only 
apply to a speaker, however, if that speaker's utterances have a content 
which is about the world. Indeed, from the fact that a language can be 
learned by one completely unfamiliar with that language, it follows that 
the content of utterances must be, by and large, about the world. The same 
holds for beliefs. We have no basis for attributing beliefs to others beyond 
whatever correlations we can discover between their behavior and the 
world.34 We can thus see that a condition of having a concept of truth is 
having beliefs or utterances which are about objects in the world--objects 
which exist independently of us. 

But Davidson goes beyond simply noting that in order to interpret 
others, we need to correlate their behavior (verbal and other) with the 
world. He makes the further argument that we cannot have meaningful 
beliefs or utterances at all unless we are interpreted by others. This is 
because, until we enter into relationships of interpretation with others, 
there can be no way of determinately fixing the cause which gives our 
beliefs and words their meaning, nor of locating that cause in an indepen
dent world. 

The problem of locating the cause in the world arises, in the first 
instance, from the fact that any particular event is implicated in a number 
of different causal sequences of interaction. These include causes prior to 
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that event (for instance, the event of our seeing a flower is itself caused by 
whatever made the flower grow), as well as causal intermediaries between 
us and the world (for instance, reflected light from the flower striking our 
retinas). 

Once we determine which causes are relevant to the content of the 
belief or utterance, we must determine which features of that cause are 
included in the belief, and which are excluded. For instance, if we decide 
that the relevant cause of our belief that there is a flower is the presence 
of a flower, and subsequently conclude that the content of our belief that 
there is a flower is fixed by the presence of the flower (rather than the 
pattern of stimulation of our sensory surfaces), it is still not clear which of 
the many features of the presence of the flower are included in our belief 
that there is a flower. It is a feature of beliefs and sentences that they in 
general are not directed toward every particular of a thing-1 can believe 
that there is a flower without believing that the flower is red. Beliefs also 
occur under a description-! can believe that there is a flower without also 
believing that there is a plant's reproductive structure. This second 
problem, put another way, is that of explaining how the causal interaction, 
which is extensionally described, becomes an intentional content. 

Davidson's way of both locating the cause and determining the 
content of our propositional attitudes depends on "triangulation"-that is, 
"two or more creatures simultaneously in interaction with each other and 
with the world they share."35 Davidson argues that we go some way 
toward solving both problems by noting what he calls a primitive or 
primal triangle. In this triangle, the two creatures observe each other re
sponding to objects in the world. For such a triangle to exist, each creature 
must respond to a similarity between different objects or different 
instances of the same object, and also respond to a similarity in the other 
creature's responses to that object. Once one observer is able to correlate 
these similarities in this way, the stage is set for locating and determining 
the cause of the other's response.36 

This primitive triangle is necessary to solving the problems, but not 
sufficient, because the "baseline" connecting the two creatures is not 
complete. The cause of the beliefs cannot be found in an objective world 
until the creatures have some way of knowing that they both occupy 
positions in a shared objective world, and this requires that they have 
some access to the other's perspective.37 The primitive triangle is also not 
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sufficient for determining the intentional content of propositional entities, 
for the causal relations which hold between creatures and things are ex
tensionally defined, while intentional content is not. Our beliefs about 
flowers, for instance, cannot be reduced to an extensional description of 
flowers, because the contents of our beliefs are determined in part by their 
relations to other beliefs (beliefs about plants, allergies, romance, etc.), 
but also because the content of our beliefs, as already noted, generally 
includes less than all that is true of some object extensionally defined. 
Without a more fine-grained determination of the other's orientation to the 
world than that provided by the primal triangle, we cannot adequately fix 
the content of the other's beliefs. 

But how are we to complete the baseline? Davidson argues that what 
is needed to connect the creatures is language. Linguistic communication 
contributes several elements missing from the primal triangle. First, 
language provides a sufficiently rich pattern of behavior to allow an attri
bution of a determinate intentional content to a person.JS In addition, 
communication lets us pick out of this rich pattern of interaction with 
things some particular cause which determines the content of any given 
belief or utterance: 

[W]hat makes the particular aspect of the cause of the learner's responses the 
aspect that gives them the content they have is the fact that this aspect of the 
cause is shared by the teacher and the learner. Without such sharing, there 
would be no grounds for selecting one cause rather than another as the 
content-fixing cause. A non-communicating creature may be seen by us as re
sponding to an objective world; but we are not justified in attributing 
thoughts about our world (or any other) to it.J9 

Finally, the communication of a particular orientation to objects makes 
error, and hence objectivity, possible, because by letting us know what the 
other is responding to, it puts us in a position to expect the other's past 
pattern of behavior to continue in the future. The failure to satisfy this ex
pectation is, Davidson argues, the only basis for attributing error (and 
hence truth) to another. 

Of course, this does not really provide an explanation of how inten
tional content gets fixed, because the advanced form of triangulation 
depends on meaningful utterances-that is, utterances with a content. To 
complete the account, Davidson claims, one would need to explain a 
structure of being in the world and of relating to objects in between the 
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primitive account, which simply describes a causal interaction, and the 
full-blown intentional account, by which point intentional content is 
already fixed. And Davidson believes we lack a vocabulary for describing 
this intermediate state: "We have many vocabularies for describing nature 
when we regard it as mindless, and we have a mentalistic vocabulary for 
describing thought and intentional action; what we lack is a way of de
scribing what is in between."40 

In summary, then, Davidson provides an account of the fixing of in
tentional content which explains how truth is possible. That is, it explains 
the conditions under which utterances and beliefs become the sorts of 
things which can be true. Truth requires communication between two or 
more interlocutors who share a largely similar orientation to the world. As 
one interlocutor interprets the other-that is, as she fixes the truth condi
tions of the other's utterances--only then does the utterance of the other 
come to have a definite content. But Davidson cannot explain how the 
communication which allows the interlocutors to interpret each other can 
itself be contentful. For this, he would need some way to account for our 
ability to focus on some intentionally defined subset of features of the 
thing-an ability, moreover, which is independent of our propositional 
attitudes regarding the thing. 

If we look at Heidegger's work on the conditions of truth in the 
context of Davidson's problematic, we find that Heidegger does not 
recognize the first problem outlined above-the problem of identifying 
the relevant cause of beliefs. He is satisfied that a phenomenology of per
ception resolves this issue, for it shows that the object itself, and nothing 
else, is experienced in perception.41 But the second problem-the problem 
of fixing the intentional content-is one to which Heidegger devotes a 
great deal of attention. We have seen from the discussion of Davidson · 
what sort of explanation would need to be offered to provide an account 
of this. It would be necessary to show both how our behavior is suffi
ciently rich and articulated as to be intentionally directed toward things in 
the world, and how we can be aware of the possibility of error in our di
rectedness toward those things. While Heidegger does not offer a vocabulary 
for describing our pre-predicative experience of things, he does provide a 
detailed analysis of the structure of a pre-propositional, but nevertheless 
intentional, familiarity with the world. 

Heidegger's analysis of what makes truth possible-he calls it "un
concealment"-has two parts to it. First, he claims, for the content of an 
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assertion to be fixed by things in the world, those things must be manifest 
to us. Heidegger's inquiry into discovery, the making manifest of entities, 
aims at exhibiting the structural features of our comportment with 
things-in particular, those features which fix meaning. The second part 
of the investigation into unconcealment focuses on disclosure-the struc
tural features of human existence that makes possible such uncovering 
comportment. Although a discussion of disclosure would be essential to 
completing Heidegger's account-Heidegger argues that the uncovering 
of what is is possible only on the basis of a "disclosure" of an under
standing of Being4L-I will focus here only on discovery, because it is 
Heidegger's account of discovery which is most immediately concerned 
with fixing the content of our intentional comportment toward objects in 
the world. 

Discovery, making things manifest, is analyzed by Heidegger on the 
basis of those situations in which we have a practical mastery of things, 
because these are the situations in which our discovery of things is most 
fully developed. In all such cases, Heidegger claims, one can distinguish 
several structural features of our relationship to the things we encounter 
in our everyday comportment in the world. First, Heidegger notes, we 
recognize things and practices as either belonging to or foreign to the 
context in which they appear. Things present themselves as belonging 
together because they are, in Heidegger's terminology, "directionally 
lined up with each other."43 Heidegger illustrates this through the example 
of an office: "Equipment-in accordance with its equipmentality-always 
is in terms of its belonging to other equipment: ink-stand, pen, ink, paper, 
blotting pad, table, lamp, furniture, windows, doors, room."44 This 
belonging is defined only in relation to a "context of equipment"-the 
totality of other equipment which belongs in the context: "[e]quipmental 
contexture has the characteristic that the individual kinds and pieces of 
equipment are correlated among themselves with each other, not only with 
reference to their inherent character but also in such a way that each piece 
of equipment has the place belonging to it."45 Thus, Heidegger claims, our 
ability to discover an object depends to some degree on our familiarity 
with the context in which it belongs in virtue of its position vis-a-vis other 
equipmental objects. 

In addition to this minimal sense of uncoveredness-i.e .. having a 
place-which things receive from their equipmental context, Heidegger 
notes that things are uncovered in terms of their functionality, determined 
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by (a) the way they are typically used with other things, and (b) the way 
they are typically used in certain practices we engage in. Heidegger 
generally refers to (a) as the "with which" of things (as in "the hammer is 
used with nails and boards"). He refers to (b) as the "in which" of things 
(as in "the hammer is used in hammering"). Together, (a) and (b) comprise 
what Heidegger calls the context of involvements. 

Finally, Heidegger notes that things we use with mastery present 
themselves as appropriate to certain projects in virtue of which they get 
their meaning. When viewed from the perspective of the purpose behind 
use of the thing (as when a blender is used for the purpose of processing 
food) Heidegger calls this feature of things their "in order to."46 When 
viewed from the perspective of the "work to be produced" through use of 
the thing (as when a blender is used to make a milkshake), Heidegger calls 
this being-appropriate-for of the thing its "towards which."47 Any given 
thing, moreover, is linked into a complex and nested series of "in order 
tos" and "towards whiches." A hammer, for instance, is used in order to 
drive nails, in order to fasten pieces of wood together, in order to frame a 
wall, in order to build a house, etc. Heidegger calls these aspects of things 
their assignments or references. He calls the network of assignments 
within which we use things the context of assignments or references. 

Taken as a whole, our contexts of equipment, contexts of involve
ments, and contexts of assignments constitute a "world." Discoveredness, 
in its fullest sense, consists in having all three contexts well articulated. 
That is to say, it consists in our articulating a "totality of equipment" or 
"totality of involvements" within which objects can be understood as 
having a sense, direction, and purpose. Only within such a context, 
Heidegger argues, can objects stand out as something with which we can 
cope and about which we can make assertions. Until it is given at least
some minimal foothold in our "world" in this way, Heidegger agues, the 
object can at best appear in a privative manner-that is, as something 
which resists our world. In order to uncover anything new, it must first be 
given at least some minimal directionality within our "world." On the 
basis of that directionality, it is possible to work with the thing, discover
ing what involvements and assignments are appropriate to it. 

The important thing to note is that we can, in our practices alone, and 
without the use of predicative language, embody a richly articulated way 
of dealing with objects within the world. Each of the practical contexts 
discussed above delineates and orients us to fine-grained features df indi-
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vidual objects. Carpenters, for instance, are able to practically distinguish 
the appropriateness of this hammer for driving this nail into this board. 
This will give them a pragmatic sensitivity to things like weight and 
hardness (as when this hammer is too heavy to drive this nail into that soft 
wood without marring the surface). They can make very fine distinctions 
in regard to those features of the totality of involvements relevant to their 
work-features in fact more fine grained than they may be able to express. 

As Davidson points out, the ability to make discriminations is not the 
same as having a concept. To have something like an intentional relation
ship to things, what is needed above and beyond the ability to discriminate, 
is an awareness of the possibility of rightness and wrongness in our way 
of relating to things. But, as Heidegger's account shows, the practical 
totality of involvements carries with it just such normativity. In the first 
place, human practices are never something engaged in alone-we inherit 
them from others. With the practices, Heidegger claims, we learn public 
norms for the value and success of our activities.48 Human activities, 
Heidegger claims, are marked by a constant concern for how others are 
acting: "[i]n one's concern with what one has taken hold of ... there is 
constant care as to the way one differs from [the others]."49 In addition, 
the way practices organize objects gives them a normativity of their own. 
The world gives a right place for the hammer to be and a right way for it 
to be used. In addition, we engage in practices with a purpose which itself 
gives things a normative reference. The carpenter knows, for instance, that 
this is the right hammer for the job because the purpose of the job is .... 

Practical expertise thus bestows a normativity on things, a normativ
ity similar to (and Heidegger would say a precursor to) the normative 
structure discernable in our understanding of truth. The normativity 
inherent in our engagement with a world is transmitted practically rather 
than communicatively: "[i]n that with which we concern ourselves envi
ronmentally the others are encountered as what they are; they are what 
they do."so 

It is thus on the basis of our pragmatic discovery of things that 
language is possible, for it is the structure of equipment and involvements 
built into our comportment which delineates the features of things which 
are salient to us-the very features which form the content of our beliefs 
and utterances. As Heidegger explains, language is based in our "inter
preting" the world, by which he means making explicit the "signification" 
things have as a result of their "involvements": "when something within-
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the-world is encountered as such, the thing in question already has an in
volvement which is disclosed in our understanding of the world, and this 
involvement is one which gets laid out by the interpretation."5I When we 
speak of things, the "totality-of-significations of intelligibility is put into 
words. To significations, words accrue."52 

For Heidegger, then, the truth of assertions finds the conditions of its 
possibility in discovery. Discovery, by fixing an intentional content to 
which "words can accrue" makes truth possible by making assertions the 
kind of things which can be true by giving them a normative content ob
jectively determined. To the extent that we share practical worlds, we can 
come to "communicate" with another, that is to say, share a determinate 
and intentionalistic orientation to things, without language. And this 
practical sharing of a world, in tum, allows Heidegger to explain the 
puzzle of how to give language content without language. 

Let me conclude by noting some consequences of this comparison of 
Heidegger's and Davidson's accounts. The distinction between Heidegger 
and Davidson is not simply that of a practical versus a cognitive or lin
guistic account of human experience. Davidson's triangulation recognizes 
the practical basis of interpretation and hence of thought. Nor is there 
room in Heidegger's account for human existence without any kind of lin
guistic interaction (although I have not emphasized this here). Rather, the 
distinction is found in Heidegger's belief that there is a non-propositional 
form of intentionality-a form of intentionality, moreover, which makes 
linguistic interaction possible. This commits Heidegger to the view that 
propositional content is based in a non-propositional form of intentional 
content. Davidson, because he starts his analysis of human activity with 
the radical interpretation of language, ends up reading language's propo
sitional structure back into all forms of human comportment. 

Mark A. Wrathall 
Brigham Young University 
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HEIDEGGER AND THE INTENTIONALITY 
OF LANGUAGE 

Roderick M. Stewart 

RECENTLY, some Anglo-American philosophers 
have engaged the work of Martin Heidegger by 

centering on the so-called phenomenon of inten
tionality'. How is it that minds and bits of language 
come to refer to, or "be about," both real and possible 
objects, events, and features in the world? These 
attempts at what Gadamer has called achieving a 
"fusion of horizons" are made difficult especially 
because the problem of intentionality for Heidegger 
quickly raises issues of the very direction and pre
suppositions of Western metaphysics and episte
mology. While ultimately, of course, Heidegger's 
work must be seen as a "deconstructive" rejection of 
traditional metaphysics and epistemology (including 
most work in so-called "analytic" philosophy), it 
has not always been made clear what positive views 
(if any) he may be said to have had, at least enroute 
to his pronouncement of the "end of philosophy." It 
is the goal of this essay to focus primarily on this 
latter question of Heidegger's "positive" views on 
the problem of intentionality. At the very least in his 
magnum opus, Sein und Zeit,' Heidegger never seems 
to deny the human phenomena of intentionality. 
Rather, the issue that confronts him there is how such 
phenomena are to be understood philosophically. 

The key to Heidegger's elucidation of intentional 
phenomena (or, we might say, to his philosophy 
of mind and language) is his famous account of 
human Dasein. In a clear rejection of Husserlian 
Cartesianism, Heidegger provides a concrete "exis
tential analysis" of what it means to be a case of 
Dasein. As cases of Dasein, humans do not come 
to sight as isolated centers of "intentional con
sciousness," nor as "transcendental egos" merely 
capable of representing an external physical world, 
but bearing only an accidental metaphysical 
relationship to it. Large portions of SZ are offered 
by Heidegger as various layers in a positive Exis
tential Analytic (even "descriptive metaphysics") 
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of what it means to be a person' embodied and 
immersed in "worlds of concern." It is within this 
Existential Analytic that Heidegger describes what 
it means for Dasein to use language, and it is to 
this topic which we now turn. 

A convenient point of departure for our discus
sion of Heidegger's views on the intentionality of 
language is Charles Guignon's helpful distinction 
between an early, "instrumental" approach to lan
guage and a later, "constitutive" one.' 

The "instrumental" approach can be found in SZ 
when Heidegger takes up the phenomenon of lan
guage against the backdrop of his preliminary 
account of Oasein and non-Dasein in terms of pro
ducer-consumers and the "tools" used in their com
merce. All non-Dasein "things" (in a sense broad 
enough to cover skills, capacities, strategies, and 
so on, in addition to physical objects) are what 
they are as "tools/equipment" (Zeug) which serve 
the purposes and interests of Dasein. (A social
behaviorist reading notwithstanding, we see a 
"technical intentionality" pervading human exist
ence. How this intentionality takes on a "practical" 
character, will be mentioned later). 

To the extent that any being, qua tool or producer/ 
consumer, can be said to have determinable roles 
within established concerns and interests, that being 
can be said to have "significance" (Bedeutsamkeit). 
Such "significance" is grasped by producer/ 
consumers when they understand the explicit 
or implicit rules for using these "tools." Here 
is where it is helpful to use the Wittgensteinian 
language of social practices, "rule-following·· 
behavior, as well as Haugeland's notion of norms, 
institutions, and herd-behaviors. For, Heidegger is 
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quite clear that most cases of Dasein find them
selves "thrown into" a world of well laid out and 
established practices (ranging from craft guilds to 
literary critics and scientific schools) with a pow
erful nonnative force over each new herd-member. 

On this view, Heidegger notes that there may 
be well developed Heideggerian worlds of such 
producer-consumers, "tools," and their "signifi
cance" without anything like a typical natural 
language being available. Guignon calls such non
linguistic worlds cases of non-semantic or pre
linguistic significance. "Language" (as ordinarily 
conceived) is gradually super added to these prior 
existing fields of non-semantic meaning. When 
this addition occurs, in effect a new layerof"tools" 
(and the rules for their use) is acquired by the 
producer -consumer, Dasein. 

One consequence of this "instrumental" view is 
that so-called problems of "reference" (whether 
these occur in philosophy of mind, language, or the 
sciences) become for Heideggerthe problem of how 
the social practices governing referring-"tools" are 
possible. We shall say some more later why formal 
semantic approaches, even when augmented by em
pirical theories of meaning and propositional 
attitudes, would at best be treated as limiting cases of 
language-use "existentially" conceived. For the 
moment, the reader may want to think of an "exis
tential conception" of language as on a par with the 
emphases of speech act theorists: reference is readily 
conceived as an action in accordance with the "rule" 
or conventions governing the uses of different kinds 
of word-tools,' and always within a broader 
communicative context of making speech acts of 
assertion, interrogation, requesting, ordering, and 
so on. If a slogan is in order, then perhaps the 
emphasis for Heidegger is on the "primacy of 
pragmatics" over syntactical and formal-semantical 
inquiries.• But even this characterization can be 
slightly misleading, as we shall see. Let us now 
tum to Heidegger's "constitutive" view oflanguage. 

On the "constitutive" view, language is no longer 
seen as a "later" acquisition of rarefied tools, skills, 
and practices by Dasein added onto a prior existing, 
non-semantic field of meaningful human action and 
intentionality. Rather, language is now· argued to 
be an essential or "constitutive" part of Dasein in 
all its dealings. 

We should note here, however, that there are 
several distinct claims (not always clearly distin
guished) which appear to comprise this later 
Heideggerian (and Gadamerian) thesis. First, there 
is the claim that language (as speech act practices) 
is (partially) constitutive of other specific, often 
highly conventional, practices within a culture 
(such as avowals, invocations, and promises). Sec
ond, there is the thesis that, when these latter sorts 
of speech acts are coupled with those of recom
mending, asserting, rebutting, inquiring, and so 
on, as well as with acts of expressing shame, indig
nation, a sense of shared responsibilities, there 
results a specialized "language of morals," which 
in tum makes possible ("constitutes") the practical 
intentionality of an agent or person (if not Dasein 
itself, as the being whose own Being "matters to 
it").' 

To see a third, distinct claim, let us note that 
the first two theses do not rule out (and, in fact, 
stand in contrast to) what would seem to be the 
manifold "significant," non-linguistic practices 
which manifest Dasein's mundane technical 
intentionality. Think, for example, of all the 
"rules" governing what counts as carpentry and its 
component activities, procedures, and materials. 
With this in mind, a third claim would seem to be 
that "language" should now cover all forms of rule
following technical and practical intentionality (or, 
even, Weberian Sinn). For Heidegger, the 
revisionist, what we previously described as signifi
cant, non-linguistic practices are only "non
linguistic'' in the ordinary (and presumably 
misleading) sense of the tenn "language." In this 
broader sense (as Taylor helpfully notes, remi
niscent ofCassirer's use of"symbolic form",) there 
can be no human care or worldly intentionality with
out its "expression" in some ongoing social practice. 
Thus, on the revised view, language is ill-conceived 
as some extra layer of practices added onto already 
existing ones. "Language" comprises all human 
phenomena governed by social practices. And, in 
this extended sense. it makes sense to say (following 
Gadamer"), that language is the medium of human 
experience and thereby "constitutive" of it. 

Yet, while such an extension of "language" can 
be meaningfully reconstructed, perhaps its philo
sophical motivation is not clear, especially to more 
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traditionally-minded philosophers of language 
more than satisfied with at least the range of 
phenomena marked out by the first two claims (even 
if not satisfied with their non-formal. speech act 
analysis). One motivation behind Heidegger's her
meneutical extension of the tenn is, on the one 
hand, wanting to accept some version of the tra
ditional claims that logos, ratio, and language set 
Dasein off from what is non-Dasein, while, on the 
other hand, not wanting to separate in reality or 
thought our capacity for logos from our inherited, 
rule-following social practices. In a move reminis
cent of Hegel's critique of Kantian rationality and 
Moralitiit and his advocacy of the rationality found 
in ongoing Sittlichkeiten, Heidegger wants to urge 
the view that Dasein is "by nature" a rational and 
social animal (but in a non-metaphysical sense of 
these terms). 

A second, and likely more controversial, moti
vation for putting all social practices on a continuum 
(called "language") is the sort of anti-metaphysical 
account of truth and reference it lends itself to: suc
ceeding or failing in referring or making truthful as
sertions may now quite easily be modelled on how 
one succeeds or fails in conforming to any social 
practice. And, with this, we tum to the next section. 

II. A. REALISM AND ANTI-REALISM 

The most far-reaching criticism of traditional 
concepts of language by Heidegger has to do with 
his general indictment of modem epistemology and 
Western "metaphysics of presence."• The general 
"presupposition" to such views. which Heidegger 
rejects, is that (we can meaningfully say) there is 
a World in Itself, knowable (in whole or part) or 
not, in terms of which our "representations" (ideas, 
propositions, and sentences) are true or false. Fol
lowing Rorty and Putnam, '0 let us call this the 
Metaphysical Realist's Presupposition. Heidegger 
rejects this presupposition, but not because he is a 
Cartesian or Humean sceptic who denies our knowl
edge of such Reality. For. such scepticism only 
makes sense as a special ( epistemically deprived) 
case of Metaphysical Realism. Rather, given his 
views on truth as disclosedness (Ersch/ossenheit) 
and the historicity of all understanding.'' Heidegger 
finds the view in all its forms to be unintelligible. 

Thus. Heidegger can readily be called a general 
anti-Realist in roughly the sense discussed recently 
by Putnam and Rorty." 

It is important, however, to see that Heidegger's 
critique of Metaphysical Realism is no mere 
academic dispute. but forms the core of his negative 
analysis of Western scientific and technological 
culture. If Metaphysical Realism is present any
where, it pervades both the everyday spirit and 
second-order "rational reconstructions" of modem 
science and its attendant technological successes. 
"What else could best explain (abductively) the 
tremendous and spectacular success of recent sci
ence in prediction and control than the likelihood 
that (for the most part) truly scientific theories are 
in fact "converging" on some ideal of Truth?" For 
Heidegger, such recent Realist Metascientific 
Arguments to the Best Explanation" would (to use 
the language of critical theory) be a self-deceiving 
ideology or hubris concealing a dangerous and 
blind tendency in the culture at large to control and 
manipulate nature, and squelching any vestiges of 
reverent attitudes to ourselves and our world. 

B. REALIST THEORIES OF REFERENCE 

It is against this backdrop of Heidegger's anti
Realism that his revisionary views on the character 
of "language" take on extra point. Most recent 
theories of language (especially in Anglo-American 
quarters) presuppose the intelligibility of 
Metaphysical Realism. This presupposition shows 
up especially clearly in theories of reference based 
on (Tarskian) correspondence notions of truth. 
"Successful reference" for such theories is likely 
to be defined (for simple sentences) in terms of 
objects in the World (viewed disinterestedly) "satis
fying" or not various names or predicates of some 
formal or natural language (again, viewed "disin
terestedly" as sets of spatio-temporal linguistic 
tokens or, more problematically, their types). Com
plex sentences involve more of the same, plus 
recursive uses of truth-functional connectives. 

After this groundwork has been laid, then, 
depending on what gets counted as a basic linguistic 
token, (such as lumps of ink, chalk, or vocalized 
sounds), such theories of "pure" reference can 
be augmented with some suitable empirical-
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psychological theory of accompanying "proposi
tional (and other) attitudes''-just in case mental 
"representations" (suitably construed) have any
thing to do with the phenomenon of "reference-as
satisfaction" having come about in the first place' 

At a third stage of development, this complex of 
theories may be applied to "natural languages" other 
than one's own. In the cases made famous by Quine 
and Davidson," the processes of understanding 
meaning can be seen as a (radical) translation prob
lem. Once the simple "roots of reference" can be 
discovered for the radical Other, using behavioral 
evidence, clever tests of the native speakers, and 
not a few important "analytical hypotheses,"" a 
bit of patience and truth-functionality will do the 
rest. Or, so it is argued. 

Finally, even the "language" used by scientists 
can be studied, with the issue of how theoretical terms 
"refer" given a similar formal and empirical treat
ment. Indeed, the meaning and reference of theo
retical terms as theories change, has become an 
important watershed for many of the metascientific 
debates over scientific realism: Theory I can be 
said to be better than Theory 2, that is, have more 
truth and thus show more progress, only if the two 
talk about the same things to begin with, but the 
one does it more precisely, with better prediction 
and control, and so on." 

For now, we shall let these past four paragraphs 
suffice as a summary of how most current theories 
of reference and their applications are committed 
to Metaphysical Realism. Let us examine more 
carefully Heidegger's replacement for them. 

C. TOWARDS AN ANTI-REALIST 

ACCOUNT OF REFERENCE 

In a move analogous to one made famous by 
Kant before him, Heidegger's anti-Realism is not 
a rejection of the fact or phenomenon of reference 
(in any of its forms), but of certain philosophical 
elucidations or "justifications" of this phenomenon: 
to wit, any attempt to construe this concrete, exis
tential phenomenon by presupposing the intelligi
bility of Metaphysical Realism. Thus, far from 
rejecting linguistic reference tout court, !-Jeidegger 
should be read as committed to a view of it consis
tent with his broader views on Dasein' s technical 
and practical intentionality and his anti-Realism. 

Let us momentarily focus on Heidegger's instru
mental account of language, and act as if the 
phenomenon of referring can take place even if no 
"larger" conventional behavior is "constituted" in 
the process (say, a promise or an avowal). Of 
course, for a creature like Dasein, all action is 
always "interested" in some way (in communicat
ing, clarifying, gathering information, showing 
respect, and so on). A "disinterested" act of refer
ence, then, is (in Heidegger's phrase) understand
able only as a "privative" mode of language-use 
(what others have called a "degenerate" case). On 
the other hand, if words themselves must be focused 
on (or "thematized," in Heidegger's phrase), then 
they are more properly viewed not as inert elements 
in the domain of some (quasi-) formal calculus, 
but as word-"tools" ready-at-hand for Dasein's lin
guistic purposes. Referring, then, as a type of action 
is to be understood in ways similar to understanding 
hammering as a type of action. For whatever being 
in fact functions as the designator- or hammer
"tool," there will have arisen established conven
tions for that "tool's" use. What the hammer or 
designator "is" (its Being), is determined exclu
sively by the (explicit or implicit) rules or conven
tions for its use. The latter "norms" (borrowing 
from Haugeland and Brandom) may be conceived, 
for now, as the conformist patterns of"herd"-inten
tionality ." Thus, "mistakes" in hammering or in 
designating are determined by failing to conform 
to the accepted range of uses of the term. (There 
may, of course, be looser and tighter ranges of use, 
depending on the degree of conventionality of a 
given practice). 

Furthermore, we may presume that just as there 
are distinct and identifiable "rules" for distin
guishing kinds of hammering from each other 
and from sawing, chiseling, and so on, there are 
also distinct and identifiable "rules" or success
conditions for distinguishing kinds of designating 
from each other and from predicating. Precisely 
what these rules are for either the "social kinds" 
of ·hammering or of designating, or whether they 
have more or less "open textures," need not concern 
us here-only that their existence (perhaps only as 
conformist behavior) must be postulated to clarify 
the various phenomena of human intentionality as 
distinct from (say) merely accidental regularities 
about human behavior. 
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What is missing in the account so far, however, 
is why it is anti-Realistic. A Realist could agree 
that some sort of conformist story is an important 
part of the socio-psychological explanation of refer
ring, especially of how cases of Dasein come to 
learn or maintain the "tools" which they use." But, 
the Realist continues, surely what makes ordinary 
acts of reference "correct" is not just conformity 
to established practices, but picking out just the 
right, "middle-sized" perceptual object which (di
rectly or indirectly) "causes" speakers to have in 
mind what they are speaking about." After all, 
surely we must allow that whole cultures and prac
tices can "get it wrong." or fail to refer with their 
designative-"tools!" Indeed, isn't this precisely 
what has happened with the rise of modem science 
and within it? No one really ever "referred" to 
witches and demons, or perhaps less clearly, to 
phlogiston, in spite of passing the muster of the 
available local linguistic and evidential practices. 
To remove some of the imperial air from such 
claims, the Realist may even admit that determining 
whether some form of Dasein "really referred" in 
its linguistic practices, especially in the natural sci
ences, is of course always better done in hindsight 
(and perhaps is never completely done, for any 
given case of Dasein). But at least we can make 
sense of some of our theories getting better, prog
ressing, as a "convergence" phenomenon (at least 
in the natural sciences). To adapt recent Realist 
metascience, at least when we have noticeable suc
cess in prediction and control, we may be confident 
of the unlikelihood of our only being lucky and 
only seeming to refer. 

In light of this objection from the Realists, we 
may formulate Heidegger's anti-Realist theory of 
referring as follows. The Realist seeks to draw a 
difference between the criteria for correct reference 
used in the processes of learning and maintaining 
a group referring-practice and what in fact (from 
hindsight) either was or was not referred to. This 
distinction between "real" and "apparent" refer
ence, then, must be thinkable (along sceptical lines) 
as a difference never in fact or in principle captured 
in some past or once-and-future set of linguistic 
practices. Heidegger, the anti-Realist, cannot find 
intelligible such an alleged difference between ap
parent and real reference. "Real" versus "apparent" 

for Heidegger is itself a distinction always indexed 
to a set of practices chosen as a frame-of-reference 
(by, if you like, a Principle of Hermeneutic 
Situatedness), and this frame-of-reference is typi
cally our own (even when we claim to be Roman
tics). 

Finally, even the Realist's Metascientific Induc
tion or Abduction based on an increase in prediction 
and technological control would be challenged 
(though not, as far as I can tell, directly by 
Heidegger in his published writings). We may 
speculate here that Heidegger's talk of "epochs" 
of Being, as well as his account of the essence of 
our technological age,'" would find him today close 
to the writings of some critical theorists, on the 
one hand, and historically-minded metascientists 
such as Ian Hacking, on the other." Whether this 
sort of view could accommodate the Realist's Argu
ment from the Best Explanation, is questionable to 
this author. For, the power of the latter abductive 
strategy lies in its full admission to the historical 
connection between scientific activity and a 
technological interest. The argument then proceeds 
to point out an apparently unique feature of this 
"guiding interest"-its success-rate and how this 
is to be clarified. Perhaps, however, the very con
cepts of what are probable and improbable, and 
hence of what counts as a "best explanation," 
already presuppose the Realist's program. "Circu
larity" at this level of debate would, of course, not 
be unusual, as the history of the Problem of Induc
tion would indicate. Whether such "circularity" is 
devastating intellectually. is another issue. 

In sum, for a Heideggerian anti-Realist, "refer
ring" is a human action whose "real" or "apparent" 
success can only be intelligibly determined "imma
nently" by locating that (sub-)speech act within 
some established social practice and its guiding 
interests. We tum now in the last two sections to 
an examination of the status for Heidegger of a 
practice, institution, norm, or convention. 

III 

In the previous sections, we have seen (I) the 
sense in which language is viewed as certain prac
tices of Dasein. the producer-consumer, governing 
the use of certain word-"tools"; (2) the various 
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senses in which language is "constitutive of "other 
particular practices, and even of Dasein itself as a 
reflective moral agent (or the being whose Being 
is always an issue for it); and, finally, (3) how 
Heidegger's general anti-Realism affects his 
phenomenological clarification of (sub-)acts of 
referring. In all of this, we have for the most part 
left unanalyzed what it means for Dasein to act in 
accordance with the norms of some practice or 
institution. 

In this section, we shall consider Charles 
Taylor's self-declared, Heideggerian view that 
using language (performing speech acts) in accor
dance with conventions or social practices requires 
the admission of a kind of social fact called "shared 
meanings" or "common objects" which resist 
analysis into such smaller units as individuals and 
their particular mental states. In particular, we shall 
be considering Taylor's defense of his position 
when he seeks to refute what he rightly regards as 
his most formidable opponent, the "meaning
nominalist" strategy recently articulated by 
Jonathan Bennett in his masterful study, Linguistic 
Behavior." 

In Bennett's own words, meaning-nominalism 
(as an extension of Paul Grice's work on meaning 
and intention)" is the view "which treats as basic 
the individual instances of meaning, by one speaker 
at one time, and gives a derivative status to every 
kind of general statement about meanings-what 
the speaker usually means by x, what speakers gen
erally mean by x, what x means in the lan
guage ... " (Bennett, p. 9). Linguistic meaning 
or intentionality, on this atomistic strategy, comes 
to be viewed as a "coordination-game" (following 
David Lewis") based on the well-known "Gricean 
mechanism" of audiences recognizing not just nat
ural signs for states of mind (that is, sweating, 
nervous movement) but also speakers' complex 
intentions that audiences recognize their various 
intentions. 

Taylor's disagreement with this strategy is not 
with the careful detail with which Bennett sketches 
behavioral scenarios which serve as the warranted 
evidence for attributing a purposive mental life 
of varying degrees of complexity to creatures 
actively engaged in their environments. Thus, that 
a creature may be said to have a prelinguistic 

"technical intentionality" is not an issue between 
Taylor and Bennett. Taylor's issue is rather with 
what we must attribute to these creatures' intention
ality when they "communicate" (at the very least) 
their "technical intentionality" to each other. 

Taylor's counter-argument to the meaning
nominalist strategy is as follows. (l) Full (linguis
tic) communication between creatures A & B 
requires there to be "common objects" or issues 
for A & B together and not just severally. But (2) 
to have these "common objects," A & B must 
already be able to express their shared purposes 
(or, form of Dasein) in a language. (3) The 
meaning-nominalist (reductionist) strategy (based 
on successive applications of the "Gricean 
mechanism") tries to construct full communication 
between A & B out of prelinguistic intentional 
states. Therefore, (4) the meaning-nominalist 
strategy is doomed from the outset. The moral of 
the story, then, would seem to be that human inten
tionality is linguistic "all the way down." 

Let us grant the inference from (I), (2), and (3) 
to (4) and discuss the premises. The meaning
nominalist might accept (I) if it is analysed in a 
certain way. To discuss (I), consider an example 
from Taylor and one from Bennett: (i) A & B are 
from different cultures, but succeed in striking up 
a rudimentary conversation using exaggerated 
wipes of their brows on a hot day; (ii) A & B are 
at the opera and "communicate" their displeasure 
at the performance not by words, but by holding 
their noses (or even using "natural signs" in osten
tatious ways). The meaning-nominalist would 
likely analyze these situations as ones with complex 
intentions on the parts of both A & B. For example, 
both A & B know that the other knows that the 
weather is hot or that the performance is lousy. 
Thus, it is reasonable to assume that each also 
believes that more is at issue than simple transfer
ence of information and thus assumes that some 
other speech act is being performed. The shared 
sense of concern expressed in these speech acts, 
then, would presumably be some sort of causally 
related "sum" of these speech acts and attendant 
ac~, of recognition. For the meaning-nominalist, 
then, having states of mind "together" (and thus 
"common objects") rather than "severally" is 
roughly the difference between this causal 
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writers, or vice versa. For, there is likely a major 
parting of the ways on the issue of anti-Realism and 
the possibility of traditional metaphysics." Indeed, 
on such a metaphilosophical issue, most herme-

Austin College 

neutical writers under Heidegger's influence would 
probably find a greater affinity with the works of 
Wittgenstein, Thomas Kuhn, and Richard Rorty 
than with Grice, Bennett, and Lewis."' 
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.10. For a helpful discussion of this '•fusion of ho(ilom,'· see Richard Bemslein. Bc.vond Ohjcnh·ism and Relatil'ism (Philadelphia· 

Univer~ity of Pennsylvania Pre:-.s. 1983}. 
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Overcoming Metaphysics: 
Carnap and Heidegger 

It is \veil known that Rudolf Carnap (in Carnap 1932e) uses exam
ples from Martin Heidegger as illustrations of metaphysical pseudo
sentences- including, most famouslv. the sentence .. ~othin!:mess itself 
nothings [Das Nichts selbsr nichtet ( ( Heidegger l929b J. It is tempting 
today for those on both sides- for those who sympathize with Car
nap and those who sympathize with Heidegger alike - to vievv this 
episode with a more or less tolerant smile. Among those sympathetic 
to Carnap. Heidegger' s sentence now appears as simpiy unintelligible. 
but hardly dangerous. nonsense: one is by no means surprised by such 
obvious absurdities coming from a fuzzy-minded ··continental'' thinker. 
Among those sympathetic to Heidegger. Camap · s criticism now appears 
as a case of simple blindness to Heidegger' s point: one cannot expect a 
narrow-minded "analytic'' philosopher even to begin to grasp such pro
fundities. What both sides miss, I believe. is the depth and force this 
encounter had for Carnap and Heidegger themselves. We thereby miss 
the meaning and extent of the common context within \Vhich both con
temporary philosophical traditions- both ·'continental .. and ·'analvtic·· 
traditions - arise and develop. · 

The first point to notice is that Carnap and Heidegger had earlier 
met one another: at a celebrated disputation. or A.rbeitsgemeinschaft, 
between Heidegger and Ernst Cassirer that took place during the Inter
national University Course held at Davos, Switzerland. from 17 March 
through 6 April 1929., It was on this occasion, two vears after the sen
satio~al appearance of Being and Time. that Heidegg~r first made public 
a rad1cal phenomenological-metaphysical interpretation of the Critique 
of Pure Reason developed in explicit opposition to the :\:Iarburcr school 
of neo-Kantianism with which Cassirer was closely associated~ an in
terpretation Heidegger then wrote up in a few short weeks following; 
the Davos university course and published as Kant and the Proble;;, 
of .\1etaphysics. 2 Heidegger thereby presented himself- with extraor
dinary success, as it turned out - as the author of a fundamentally 
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new kind of philosophy destined to replace the hegemony of the nco-
Kantian tradition and to supplant the remaining "rationalist" tendencies 
in Husserlian phenomenology as well. In .July 1929 IJcidcggcr symbol
ically completed this ascension when he delivered his inaugural address 
as Edmund Husserrs successor to the chair of philosophy at Freiburg: 
Heidegger 1929b is the published record of this address. Carnap at
tended the Davos university course and reported on the occasion in 
his diary. 3 Like everyone else in attendance he appears to have been 
especially caught up in the intellectual excitement of the encounter 
between Hcidcgger and Cassircr. Moreover, Carnap was clearly im
pressed by Heidegger and had several philosophical conservations with 
him (ASP 025-73-03, entries from I R March. 30 March, and 3 April 
1929). When Carnap returned to Vienna he retained this sense of ex
citement and seems. in fact, to have studied /Jeing and 11nll' rat her 
seriously. In particular, he actively participated in a discussion group in 
the summer of 1930 led by Heinrich Gompcrz and Karl Rlihler where 
Heidegger's book was intensively examined.4 The first draft of Car
nap 1932e was then written up in November 1930. Carnap presented 
it as lectures at Warsaw (November 1930), Zurich (.January 1931 ), and 
Prague (November 1931) and then (in a revised version) at Berlin (July 
1932) and Briinn (December 1932).~ The published version appeared 
in Erkenntnis, the official journal of the Vienna Circle, in 1932. 1n 
§5 of Carnap 1932e, entitled "Metaphysical Pseudo-Sentences," Car
nap introduces his consideration of examples from Heidegger 1929b 
by remarking that, although he "could just as well have selected pas
sages from any other of the numerous metaphysicians of the present 
or the past." he has here chosen to "select a few sentences from that 
metaphysical doctrine which at present exerts the strongest in11uence in 
Germany." 

The second point to notice is that Carnap's analysis ami criticism 
of "Nothingness itself nothings" is more sophisticated and penetrating 
than one might have antecedently expected. For, on the one hand, Car
nap's complaint is not that the sentence in question is unverifiable in 
terms of sense-data; nor is the most important problem that the sentence 
coins a bizarre new word and thus violates ordinary usage. The main 
problem is rather a violation of the logical form of the concept of noth
ing. Heidegger uses the concept both as a substantive and as a verb, 
whereas modern logic has shown that it is neither: the logical form of 
the concept of nothing is constituted solely by existential quantification 
and negation. On the other hand, however, Carnap also clearly recog
nizes that this kind of criticism would not affect Heidegger himself in 
the slightest; for the real issue between the two lies in the circumstance 

158 

OVERCOMINll METAPHYSICS: CARNAP AND HEIDEGGER 47 

that lleidcgger denies while Carnap affirms the philosophical central
ity of logic and the exact sciences. Carnap accordingly refers to such 
lleidcggcrian passages as the following: 

IN (othingness is the source of negation, not vice versa. If the power 
of the understanding in the field of questions concerning nothingness 
and being is thus broken, then the fate of the dominion of "logic" 
within philosophy is also decided therewith. The idea of "logic" itself 
dissolves in a vortex of more original questioning. 

The supposed soberness and superiority of science becomes ridicu
lous if it docs not take nothingness seriously. Only because nothing
ness is manifest can science make what exists itself into an object 
of investigation. Only if science takes its existence from metaphysics 
can it always reclaim anew its essential task, which does not consist 
in the accumulation and ordering of objects of acquaintance but in 
the ever to he newly accomplished disclosure of the entire expanse of 
truth of nature and history. 

Therefore no rigor of a science can attain the seriousness of meta
physics. Philosophy can never he measured by the standard of the 
idea of science.r' · 

Carnap concludes, in his own characteristically sober fashion: "We thus 
lind a good confirmation for our thesis; a metaphysician here arrives 
himself at the statement that his questions and answers are not con
sistent with logic and the scientific mode of thinking" (Carnap 1932e, 
232 (721). 

Ileideggcr's "Postscript" to Heideggcr 1929b - published in the 
fourth edition in 1943 - considers three types of criticism that have 
been directed at the original lecture. Heidegger reserves his most ex
tensive and militant response for the third criticism: namely, that "the 
lecture decides against 'logic.' " The heart of his response is as follows: 

The suspicion directed against "logic," whose conclusive degenera
tion may he seen in logistic [that is, modern mathematical logic], 
arises from the knowledge of that thinking that finds its source in 
the truth of being, but not in the consideration of the objectivity 
( Gegenstiindlichkeit] of what exists. Exact thinking is never the most 
rigorous thinking, if rigor [Strenge] receives its essence otherwise 
from the mode of strenuousness [Anstrengwzg] with which knowl
edge always maintains the relation to what is essential in what exists. 
Exact thinking ties itself down solely in calculation with what exists 
and serves this I end I exclusively. (Heidegger 1943, 104 (356]) 
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It is clear. then, that Heidegger and Carnap are actually in remarkable 
agreement. "Metaphysical" thought of the type Heidegger is trying to 
awaken is possible only on the basis of a prior overthrow of the au
thority and primacy of logic and the exact sciences. The difference is 
that Heidegger eagerly embraces such an overthrow, whereas Carnap is 
determined to resist it at all costs. 

The above sheds considerable light, I believe, on the context and 
force of Carnap · s antimetaphysical attitude. For, by rejecting ··meta
physics" as a field of cognitively meaningless pseudosentences. Carnap 
is by no means similarly rejecting all forms of traditional philosophy. 
He makes this perfectly clear. in fact. in his ··Remarks by the Author" 
appended to the English translation of Carnap 1932e in 1957: 

To section 1. "metaphysics." This term is used in this paper. as usu
ally in Europe. for the field of alleged knowledge of the essence 
of things which transcends the realm of empirically founded. induc
tive science . .:Vletaphysics in this sense includes systems like those of 
Fichte. Schelling, Hegel, Bergson. Heidegger. But it does not include 
endeavors toward a synthesis and generalization of the .-esults of the 
various sciences. (Carnap 1932e, [80]) 

In Carnap · s reply to Paul Henle in Schilpp 1963 the point is made even 
more explicitly: 

Note that the characterization as pseudo-statements does not refer 
to all systems or theses in the fieid of metaphysics. At the time of 
the Vienna Circle. the characterization was applied mainly to those 
metaphysical systems which had exerted the greatest inrluence upon 
continental philosophy during the last century, viz .. the post-Kantian 
systems of German idealism and. among contemporary ones. those of 
Bergson and Heidegger. On the basis of later. more cautious analyses. 
the judgment was not applied to the main theses of those philosophers 
whose thinking had been in close contact with the science of their 
times, as in the cases of Aristotle and Kant: the latter's epistemolog
ical theses about the synthetic a priori character of certain judgments 
were regarded by us as false, not as meaningless. 7 

So Carnap is primarily concerned with ·'overcoming'' a very particu
lar kind of "metaphysics": the main target is the post-Kantian German 
idealism he views as dominating recent European thought, and he 
views Heidegger. in particular, as the contemporary embodiment of such 
metaphysical dominance. 

When Carnap emigrated to the United States in December' 1935, 
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he was therefore especially relieved to have finally left this European 
met<tphysical tradition behind: 

I was not only 1t'licvcd to csc<tpe the stilling political and cultural at
mosphere and the danger of war in Europe, but was also very gratified 
to st'l' that in the llnitcd States there was a considcrahlc interest, es
pecially ;unong the younger philosophers, in the sdcntific method of 
philosophy. based on modern logic, and that this interest was growing 
fn,m year to year. 

In I'',(,, when I calllc to this country, the traditional schools of phi
losophy did not have nearly the same influence as on the European 
continent. The movement of German idealism, in particular Hegelian
ism. which had earlier hcen quite influential in the United States, had 
hy then almost completely disappeared. Neo-Kantian philosophical 
conceptions were represented here and there, not in an orthodox form 
but rather influenced by recent developments in scientific thinking, 
much like the conceptions of Cassirer in Germany. Phenomenol
ogy had a number of adherents mostly in a liberalized form, not 
in llnsserl's orthodox form. and even Jess in Hcidcgger's version. 
CCarnap 196Ja, 34, 40) 

( "anwp's sense of liberation in thus escaping the "stifling" political, 
cultural, and philosophical atmosphere in Central Europe is palpable. 

It is illlpOI tant. then, to understand Carnap's antimctaphysic.:al attitude 
in its philosophical. cultural, and political context. Carnap's concern for 
this broader context is characteristic of him and, in fact, formed one 
of the main bonds uniting him with his more activist friend and col
league Otto Neurath. Neuralh himself. as is well known, contributed an 
extremely engaged. nco-Marxist perspective to the Vienna Circle. In
deed, he had served as economics minister in Ernst Toller's short-lived 
Bavarian Soviet Republic in 1919 and received an eighteen-month sen
tence when it was crushed. As is also well known, an especially striking 
example of Carnap·s own attitude toward the relationship between the 
philosophical work of the Vienna Circle and this wider cultural and 
political context is the preface to the Aujhau, dated May 1928. After 
calling for a radically new scientific, rational, and anti-individualistic 
conception of philosophy that is to emulate the slow process of mutual 
cooperation and collaboration typical of the special sciences, ·carnap 
continues: 

We cannot hide from ourselves the fact that trends from philosophical
metaphysical and from religious spheres. which protect themselves 
against this kind of orientation, again exert a strong influence precisely 
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at the present time. Where do we derive the confidence. in spite of this, 
that o~; call for clarity, for a science that is free from metaphysics, will 
prevail. - From the knowledge, or, to put it more cautiously, from 
the belief, that these opposing powers belong to the past. We sense an 
inner kinship between the attitude on which our philosophical work 
is based and the spiritual attitude that currently manifests itself in en
tirely different spheres of life. We sense this attitude in trends in art, 
especially in architecture, and in the movements that concern them
selves with a meaningful structuring [ Gestaltung] of human life: of 
personal life and the life of the community, of education. of external 
organization at large. We sense here everywhere the same basic atti
tude. the same style of thinking and working. It is the orientation that 
is directed everywhere towards clarity yet recognizes at the same time 
the never entirely comprehensible interweaving of life, towards care 
in the individual details and equally towards the greater shape of the 
whole. towards the bonds between men and equally towards the free 
development of the individual. The belief that this orientation belonzs 
to the future inspires our work. (Carnap 1928a. x-xi [xvii-xviii]) -

A~d. as Carnap explains in his diary, he is here expressing precisely the 
attitude that he and Neurath share. 3 

Carnap suggests that his and Neurath's orientation has much in com
mon with that of modern architecture and. in particular. with that of 
the Dessau Bauhaus - a point that is borne out bv the recollections of 
Herbert Feigl: · 

Carnap and ~eurath also had a great deal in common in that thev 
were somewhat utopian social reformers - Neurath quite actively, 
Carnap more ·'philosophically." ... I owe (~eurath] a special debt of 
gratitude for sending me (I think as the first ·'emissary" of the Vienna 
Circle) to Bauhaus Dessau, then, in 1929. a highly progressive school 
of art and architecture. It was there in a week's sojourn of lectures 
and discussions that I became acquainted with Kandinsky and Klee. 
Neurath and Carnap felt that the Circle's philosophy was an expres
sion of the neue Sachlichkeit which was part of the ideology of the 
Bauhaus. (Feigl 1969, 637) 

Carnap's basic philosophical-political orientation is thus best expressed 
by the neue Sachlichkeit (the new objectivity, soberness, matter-of
factness): a social, cultural. and artistic movement committed to in
ternationalism. to some form of socialism, 9 and, above all, to a more 
objective, scientific, and anti-individualistic reorganization of both art 
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and public life inspired equally by the new Russian communism and the 
new American technology. 10 

Carnap and Heidegger are therefore at opposite ends of the spectrum 
not only philosophically but also in cultural and political terms. 11 And I 
think there is no doubt that this cultural and political dimension of their 
disagreement represents at least part of the explanation for Carnap' s 
choosing Heidegger for his examples of metaphysical pseudosentences 
in Carnap 1932e. Indeed. particularly when read in the context of such 
programmatic statements as the preface to the Aujbau, this is already 
suggested by the sentence from §5. quoted above, where Carnap ex
plains that he has here chosen to "select a few sentences from that 
metaphysical doctrine which at present exerts the strongest influence in 
Germany.'' Such a wider cultural and political context is also suggested 
by a passage in §6. where Carnap explains that the method of logical 
analysis has both a negative aspect (antimetaphysical) and a positive 
aspect (constructive analysis of science): "This negative application of 
method is necessary and important in the present historical situation. 
But the positive application- even already in contemporary practice
is more fruitful.'' 12 Carnap expresses this last idea in stronger ::md more 
militant terms. however. in the second version of his paper, the one pre
sented at the lectures in Berlin and Bri.inn in July and December 1932. 
In this version the lecture closes with a discussion of the positive task of 
the method of logical analysis (that is. the clarification of the sentences 
of science) and. in particular, with the following words: 

These indications [are presented] only so that one will not think that 
the struggle [Kampf] against metaphysics is our primary rask. On the 
contrary: in the meaningful realm [there are] many tasks and difficul
ties, there will always be enough struggle<?>. The struggle against 
metaphysics is only necessary because of the historical situation. in 
order to reject hindrances. There wilL I hope, come the time when 
one no longer needs to present lectures against metaphysics. (ASP 
11 0-07-1 9. p. 4) 

One can imagine that this statement. coming at the very end of Carnap · s 
lecture at Berlin in July 1932, had a much more dramatic impact than 
the more subtle suggestions buried in the published version. L' 

Neurath, for his part, dispenses entirely with all such subtleties. He 
never tires, for example, of characterizing "metaphysicians" and "school 
philosophers" - among whom Heidegger is a prominent representa
tive- as enemies of the proletariat: 

Science and art are today above all in the hands of the ruling classes 
and will also be used as instruments in the class struggie against 
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the proletariat. Only a small number of scholars and artists place 
themselves on the side of the coming order and set themselves up 
as protection against this form of reactionary thought. 

The idealistic school philosophers of our day from Spann to Hei
degger want to rule, as the theologians once ruled; but the scholastics 
could support themselves on the substructure of the feudal order of 
production. whereas our school philosophers do not notice that their 
substructure is being pulled out from beneath their feet. •-~ 

Neurath was particularly ill-disposed toward attempts by such thinkers 
as Heinrich Rickert. Wilhelm Dilthey, and Heidegger to underwrite a 
special status for the Geisteswissenschaften in relation to the Natur
lvissenschaften (the humanities in relation to the natural sciences) -
which attempts. according to Neurath, constitute one of the principal 
obstacles to rational and scientific social progress. 15 

That Carnap was in fact in basic agreemer.t with :\eurath here 
emerges clearly in a conversation he records after his rinal lecture 
presentation of Carnap l932e at Brunn in December 1932: 

My le~ture ··Die Oberwindung der Metaphysik"' (II ... had Jdded: and 
the world-Yiew of modern philosophy) in the banquet hall. Pretty \vell 
attended, lively participation, l 1/-1 hours. Afterwards various ques
tions. Erkenntnis is here completely unknown. Then to a cafe. Prof. 
B: ... , chemist. gives philosophical courses at the popular university. 
Will report on my lecture in the socialistic ... newspaper . .\larxist. is 
pleased with my Marxist views on how metaphysics will be over
come through reformation [ Umgestaltung] of the substructure. (ASP 
025-73-03. entry for lO December 1932) 

There can be very little doubt, therefore, that Ca.map · s attack on Hei
degger. articulated and presented at an extraordinarilY critical moment 
during the last years of the Weimar Republic. had 'more than purely 
philosophical motivations -or, perhaps better: that Carnap. like ~eu
rath: conceived his philosophical work (and the attack on Heidegger in 
particular) as a necessary piece of a much larger social. political. and 
cultural struggle. 16 

It is noteworthy. finaliy, that Heidegger was aware of Ca.map · s at
tack and, indeed. explicitly responded to it: in a part of his 1935 
lecture course "Introduction to Metaphysics" that does not appear in 
the published version in 1953Y Heidegger explains how. with the col
lapse of German idealism in the second half of the nineteenth century, 
the philosophical understanding of Being degenerated into a consider-
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arion of the ·'is" -that is, a logical consideration of the propositional 
copula. He continues in a memorable paragraph that is worth quoting 
in full: 

Going further in this direction, which in a certain sense has been 
marked out since Aristotle, and which determines ·'Being·· from the 
"is" of the proposition and thus finally destroys it. is a tendency of 
thought that has been assembled in the journal Erkenntnis. Here the 
traditional logic is to be for the first time grounded with scientific 
rigor through mathematics and the mathematical calculus. in order to 
construct a ·'logically correct" language in which the propositions of 
metaphysics - which are all pseudo-propositions - are to become 
impossible in the future. Thus, an article in this journal (2: 193 l-32. 
219ff.) bears the title ·'Dberwindung der Metaphysik durch logische 
Analyse der Sprache." Here the most extreme flattening out and up
rooting of the traditional theory of judgment is accomplished under 
the semblance of mathematical science. Here the last consequences 
of a mode of thinking which began with Descartes are brought to a 
conclusion: a mode of thinking according to which truth is no longer 
disclosedness of what exists and thus accommodation and g:roundin2 
of Dasein in the disclosing being, but truth is rather diverted into ce;:_ 
taint;; - to the mere securing of thought. and in fact the securing 
of mathematical thought against all that is not thinkable by it. The 
conception of truth as the securing of thought led to the definitive 
profaning [Entgottenmg] of the world. The supposed ·'philosophical" 
tendency of mathematical-physical positivism wishes to supply the 
grounding of this position. It is no accident that this kind of ··philos
ophy"' wishes to supply the foundations of modern physics. in which 
all relations to nature are in fact destroyed. It is also no accident that 
this kind of ··philosophy" stands in internal and external connection 
with Russian communism. And it is no accident. moreover. that this 
kind of thinking celebrates its triumph in America. All of this is only 
the ultimate consequence of an apparently merely grammatical affair. 
according to which Being is conceived through the ··is." and the '·is" 
is interpreted in accordance with one's conception of the proposition 
and of thought. (Heidegger 1983, 227-28) 18 

Thus Heidegger. in terms no more subtle than Neurath's, once again 
expresses a rather remarkable agreement with Carnap concerning the 
underlying sources of their opposition- which, as is now clear. extend 
far beyond the purely philosophical issues between them. 
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These philosophical issues, as we have seen, are based in the end on 
a stark and profound disagreement about the nature and centrality of 
logic. Thus Carnap criticizes "'Nothingness itself nothings" primarily on 
the grounds of logical form: modern mathematical logic shows that the 
concept of nothing is to be explained in terms of existential quantifi
cation and negation and can therefore by no means function either as 
a substantive (individual constant) or as a verb (predicate). For Hei
degger, by contrast, such a purely logical analysis misses precisely his 
point: what he calls nothingness is prior to logic and hence prior. in 
particular, to the concept of negation. In tracing out the roots of this 
fundamental disagreement over the philosophical centrality of logic. it 
turns out, we need to appreciate the extent to which the thought of both 
philosophers arises from the neo-Kantian tradition that dominated the 
German-speaking world at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of 
the t\ventieth century - a tradition within which both men received 
their philosophical training. 

There were in fact two quite distinguishable versions of neo
Kantianism that were dominant at the time: the so-called ~arburg 
school of neo-Kantianism founded by Hermann Cohen and then con
tinued by Paul :-.l atorp and (at least until about 1920) Ernst Cassirer. 
and the so-called Southwest school of neo- Kantianism founded by 
Wilhelm Windelband and systematically developed by Heinrich Rick
ert. The former school emphasized the importance of mathematics 
and natural science and. in fact. saw the true achievement of the 
Critique of Pure Reason as a laying of the groundwork for Newto
nian mathematical physics. The latter sc;1ool. by contrast. emphasized 
the distinctive importance of the Geisteswissenschaften and. accord
ingly, devoted considerable philosophical efforts to articulating a sharp 
methodological distinction between the latter and the Narunvissen
schaften. Heidegger studied with Rickert at Freiburg (before Rickert 
succeeded Windelband at Heidelberg) - completing his habilitation 
under Rickert in 1915. Carnap, for his part. studied Kant at Jena with 
Bruno Bauch - another student of Rickert's from Freiburg - and. in 
fact, completed his doctoral dissertation under Bauch in l92l. 19 It is 
clear, moreover. that Carnap carefully studied both versions of neo
Kantianism and. in particular, the writings of Natorp, Cassirer, and 
Rickert. 20 

Common to both versions of neo-Kantianism is a certain conception 
of epistemology and the object of knowledge inherited from Kant.21 

Our knowledge or true judgments should not be construed, according 
to this conception, as representing or picturing objects or entities that 
exist independently of our judgments -whether these independent en-
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tities are the ·'transcendent" objects of the metaphysical realist existing 
somehow "behind" our sense-experience or the naked, unconceptual
ized sense-experience itself beloved of the empiricist. In the first case 
("transcendent" objects). knowledge or true judgment would be impos
sible for us, since, by hypothesis, we have absolutely no independent 
access to such entities by which we could verify whether the desired 
relation of representation or picturing holds. In the second case 1 naive 
empiricism). knowledge or true judgment would be equally impossible. 
however. for the stream of unconceptualized sense-experience is in fact 
utterly chaotic and intrinsically undifferentiated: comparing the artic
ulated structures of our judgments to this chaos of sensations simply 
makes no sense. How, then. is knowledge or true judgment possible? 
What does it mean for our judgments to relate to an object? The answer 
is given by Kant's "Copernican Revolution": the object of knowledge 
does not exist independently of our judgments at all: on the contrarv. 
this object is first created or "constituted" when the unconceptualiz;d 
data of sense are organized or framed within the a priori logical struc
tures of judgment itself. In this way. the initially unconceptualized data 
of sense are brought under a priori ··categories" and thus tirst become 
capable of empirical objectivity. 

Yet there is a crucially important difference between this neo-Kantian 
account of the object of knowledge and judgment and Kant·s original 
account. For Kant, we cannot explain. on the basis of the a priori logi
cal structures of judgment alone. how the object of knowledge becomes 
possible. We need additional a priori structures that mediate between the 
pure forms of judgment comprising what Kant calls general logic and 
the unconceptualized manifold of impressions supplied by the senses: 
these mediating structures are the pure forms of sensible intuition -
space and time. Thus the pure logical forms of judgment only become 
categories \'<hen they are ·•schematized," that is, when thev are !liven 
a determinate spatia-temporal content in relation to the pure for~s of 
sensible intuition. The pure logical form of a categorical judgment. for 
example, becomes the category of substance when it is schematized 
in terms of the temporal representation of permanence: the pure logi
cal form of a hypothetical judgment becomes the category of causality 
when it is schematized in terms of the temporal representation of succes
sion; and so on. For Kant, then, pure formal logic (general logic l must. 
if it is to play an epistemological role, be supplemented by what he 
calls transcendental logic: with the theory of how logical forms become 
schem~tized in terms of pure spatia-temporal representations belonging 
to the mdependent faculty of pure intuition. And it is precisely this the
ory, in fact. that forms the heart of the transcendental analytic of the 
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Critique of Pure Reason: the so-called metaphysical and transcendental 
deductions of the categories. 

Now both versions of neo-Kantianism entirely reject the idea of an 
independent faculty of pure intuition. The neo-Kantians here follow the 
tradition of post-Kantian idealism in vigorously opposing the dualistic 
conception of mind characteristic of Kant's own position: the dual
ism, that is. between a logical, conceptual, or discursive faculty of pure 
understanding and an intuitive, nonconceptual. or receptive faculty of 
pure sensibility. For the neo-Kantians. the a priori formal structures in 
virtue of \Vhich the object of knowledge becomes possible must there
fore derive from the logical faculty of the understanding and from 
this faculty alone. And, in this way, epistemology or ··transcendental 
logic .. becomes the study of purely logical, purely conceptual. and thus 
essentially non-spatia-temporal a priori structures. Space and time. con
ceived as Kantian pure forms of sensible intuition. can no longer play 
a role in our explanation of how the object of knowledge and judgment 
becomes possible. 

It is this last feature of their conception of epistemology. moreover. 
that associates the neo-Kantians (again in both versions) with Husserlian 
phenomenoiogy and, in particular. with the polemic against psycholo
gism of Husserl's Logical Investigations. For the neo-Kantians had also 
arrived- albeit by a different route- at a conception of pure thought 
or pure logic whose subject matter is an essentially nontemporal. and 
therefore certainly not psychological. realm: an ·'ideal" realm of time
less, formal-logical structures. lndeeli. Husser!' s conception of .. pure 
logic .. - which was generally recognized to have its sources in the 
earlier work of Bernhard Bolzano. Johann Herbart, Rudolf Lotze. and 
Alexius .\1einong- can be fairly characterized as the dominant idea of 
the period .. -\ccordingly, it plays a central role not only in the thought 
of the neo-Kantians of the Marburg and Southwest traditions but also in 
the early thought of both Carnap ind Heidegger.~~ 

We shall have to return to the relationship between Husser! and Hei
degger shortly. But it is first necessary to appreciate the fundamental 
problems facing the epistemology of the neo-Kantians (in both ver
sions) - problems that flow directly from their enthusiastic embrace 
of the idea of ·'pure logic.'' For. as we have just seen. the logical forms 
of judgment. in Kant's original conception, become categories - and 
thus make the object of knowledge possible- precisely through their 
prior application to the pure forms of sensible intuition. It is on this 
basis, and on this basis alone, that we can explain how the purely an
alytic forms of thought apply to the spatia-temporal world of sense so 
as to make synthetic knowledge of empirical objects (that is. of ·appear-
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ances) possible. Yet the neo-Kantians entirely reject the idea of such an 
intermediate faculty of pure intuition and hence the central Kantian con
ception of the schematism of the pure concepts of the understanding as 
well. How, then, are the pure forms of thought- now conceived as be
longing wholly to an "ideal," essentially non-spatia-temporal realm
supposed to apply to the spatia-temporal world of sense? How do the 
categories make the object of (empirical) knowledge possible? 

It is in attempting to answer these questions that the two schools 
of neo-Kantian epistemology strikingly diverge from one another. The 
:\llarburg school. as indicated above. continues to follow Kant in tak
ing mathematical physics as the paradigm of objective knowledge. That 
school's most basic move, accordingly. is to '·mathematize .. the pure 
forms of thought. Beginning with Cohen· s attempt to assimilate the 
fundamental moment of judgment to the mathematical concept of the 
differential, this line of thought reaches its culmination in Cassirer' s 
Sttbsrance and Function - where logic is identified with the pure the
ory of relations developed especially (building on the work of Da\ id 
Hilbert. Georg Cantor. Jnd Richard Dedekind) in Bertrand Russell's 
The Principles of Mathematics. The timeless realm of .. pure thought .. 
is thus identified with the totality of what we now call relational struc
tures- the "objects .. thereof being simply abstract "places" within such 
a relational structure. In empirical knowledge. on the other hand. we de
velop an essentially nonterminating- but in some sense converging
sequence of relational structures. each element of which represents the 
state of mathematical physics at some particular point in the method
ological history of science. (That this sequence does not terminate thus 
constitutes the essential point of difference between pure and empirical 
knO\v ledge.) The object of empirical knov.: ledge- the sensible world
is then conceived simply as the ideal limit or infinitely distant X to
ward which the methodological sequence of science is converging . .:: 3 

The Ylarburg school thereby solves the problem of the categories by 
a kind of "logicization .. of the object of empirical knowledge. and it 
is with good reason. then. that the school's epistemological conception 
becomes known as .. lo2ical idealism.'' 

\Vithin the Southwest school, on the other hand, logic and the realm 
of "pure thought" are sharply and explicitly separated from mathemat
ics. And this fundamental divergence between the two schools emer2es 
with particular clarity in a dispute between Natorp and Rickert in the 
years 1910-11. N atorp argues that the concept of number belongs to 
"pure thought" and thus neither to pure intuition nor to psychology 
(Natorp 1919). Rickert directly challenges Natorp's conception- ar
guing that the concept of one as a number (as the first element of the 
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number series) cannot be derived from the logical concepts of identity 
and difference and is therefore ''alogical" (Rickert 191 I). For Rickert, 
the numerical concept of one (unlike the logical concepts of identity 
and difference) does not apply to all objects of thought as such but 
presupposes that we are antecedently given objects arranged in a homo
geneous serial order. The numerical concept of quantity can therefore 
not belong to logic - where logic is here being clearly identified with 
traditional syllogistic logic?~ In this approach, since we neither follow 
Kant in invoking a mediating faculty of pure intuition nor follow the 
Marburg school in "'logicizing" the object of empirical knowledge after 
the example of mathematical physics, we are therefore left only with the 
forms of judgment of traditional logic on the one side and the spatia
temporal manifold of given empirical objects on the other. So. as one 
would expect, particularly vexing problems in attempting to explain the 
application of the former to the latter arise within the Southwest school. 

The underlying tensions expressed in the epistemology of the South
west school become painfully evident in the work of Emil Lask. a 
brilliant student of Rickert's who then held an associate professorship 
at Heidelberg and was killed in the Great War in 1915. The basic argu
ment of Lask 1912 is that whereas the Kantian philosophy has indeed 
closed the gap between knowledge and its object. we are nonetheless left 
with a new gap between what Lask calls "transcendentaL" "epistemo
logical." or "material" logic, on the one "'side. and ''formal" logic. on the 
other. Formal logic is the subject matter of the theory of judgment- the 
realm of necessarily valid and timeless ''senses," "objective thoughts:' 
or ·'propositions in themselves'' familiar within the tradition of "pure 
logic."25 Transcendental or material logic. on the other hand. is the the
ory of the categories in Kant's sense: the theory of how the concrete 
object of knowledge and experience is made possible by the activity of 
thought. But, and here is the central idea of Lask's argument, transcen
dental or material logic is not based on formal logic, and, accordingly, 
we explicitly reject Kant's metaphysical deduction - the entire point 
of which, as indicated above, is precisely to derive the categories from 
the logical forms of judgment. 26 For Lask. what is fundamental is the 
concrete. already categorized real object of experience: the subject mat
ter of formal logic (comprising the structures of the traditional logical 
theory of judgment) only arises subsequently in an artificial process of 
abstraction, by which the originally unitary categorized object is broken 
down into form and matter. subject and predicate. and so on. Moreover, 
since this comes about due to a fundamental weakness or peculiarity 
of our human understanding - our inability to grasp the unitary cate
gorized object as a unity- all the structures of "pure logic," despite 
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their undoubtedly timeless and necessary status, are in the end arti
facts of subjectivity. Since the pure forms of judgment of traditional 
logic are now seen as entirely bereft of the capacity even to begin the 
"constitution" of any real empirical object. the entire realm of ·'pure 
logic" appears as nothing but an artificially constructed intermediary 
possessing no explanatory power whatsoever.:l7 

• 

Heidegger' s earliest philosophical works. as noted above. fall squarely 
within the antipsychologistic tradition of ·'pure logic" and receive their 
primary orientation (not surprisingly) from his teacher Rickert. Accord
ingly. these early investigations revolve around the central distinctions 
between psychological act and logical content, between real thought 
process and ideal atemporal "sense," between being (Sein) and valid
ity (Geltung). For. as Lotze in particular has shown. the realm of the 
logical has a completely different mode of existence (validity or Gel
tung) than that of the realm of actual spatia-temporal entities (being 
or Sein 1. :s Moreover. as Rickert has shown. the realm of the logical 
(the realm of validity) is also distinct from that of the mathematical: 
for. although the latter is equally atemporal and hence equally ideal. 
it presupposes a particular object- the existence of "quantity" - and 
therefore lacks the complete generality characteristic of the logical. It 
follows that we must sharply distinguish the realm of the logical both 
from the given heterogeneous qualitative continuum of empirical real
ity and from the homogeneous quantitative continuum of mathematics. 29 

In emphasizing these fundamental distinctions and. above all. in main
taining ··rhe absolute primacy of valid sense [den absoluten Primat des 
geltenden Sinnes ],"'0 Heidegger shows himself to be a faithful follower 
of Rickert indeed. 

Yet. as we have just seen. Rickert's fundamental distinctions lead nat
urally to fundamental problems - problems that stand out especially 
vividly in the work of Lask. In particular, once we have delimited the 
realm of the logical so sharply from aU ·'neighboring" realms. it then be
comes radically unclear how the realm of the logical is at all connected 
with the real world of temporal being [Sein]: with either the realm of 
empirical nature where the objects of our (empirical) ~ognition reside 
or the realm of psychological happenings where our acts of judgment 
reside. The realm of "valid sense," which was intended as an interme
diary between these last two realms wherein our cognition of objects 
is "constituted" and thus made possible, thereby becomes deprived of 
all explanatory power. Now Heidegger. for his part, was of course most 
sensitive indeed to the difficult position in which Rickert had become 
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entangled; and, as a consequence, he became increasingly attracted to 
the more radical position of Lask, 31 which Heidegger also saw as hav
ing essential ideas in common with the emerging new phenomenology 
being developed by Edmund Husserl. After Rickert left Freiburg to take 
Windelband' s chair at Heidelberg and Husser! left Gottingen to take 
Rickert's chair at Freiburg in 1916, Heidegger became an enthusias
tic proponent of the new phenomenology and, in particular, distanced 
himself further and further from Rickert. This distance from Rickert be
came quite extreme by 1925-26, when Heidegger was completing the 
work on Being and Time, and it is graphically evident in lectures Hei
degger presented at Marburg in the summer semester of 1925 and the 
winter semester of 1926. Here Heidegger speaks of Rickert with almost 
undisguised contempt, whereas Husser! appears as the leader of a ne'.v 
"breakthrough" in philosophy - a "breakthrough'' that has decisively 
overcome neo-Kantianism. 32 

The first element of this "breakthrough'' is a "direct realist'' con
ception of truth as "identification·· - a conception that can be seen 
as definitively rejecting the idea that formal logic is foundational for 
truth in general and thus as also overturning the "Copernican Revoiu
tion ... For. according to the theory of truth articulated in volume .:: of the 
Logical InvesTigaTions, truth in general is not even propositional: it ~on
sists simply in the circumstance that an intention or meaning :whether 
propositional or not) is directly "identified"- in immediate intuition
with the very thing that is intended or meant. Thus, truth in general 
need involve none of the structures (subject and predicate, ground and 
consequent, and so on) studied in traditional formal logic. On the con
trary, such peculiarly logical structures only emerge subsequently in the 
very special circumstances of ·•categorial intuition:· where specifically 
propositional intentions or meanings are intuitively grasped in their most 
abstract- and. as it were. secondary and derivative- formal features. 
In this sense. then. Husser!' s ·'direct realist" conception of the relation
ship between logical form and truth in general parallels Lask · s viev .. · 
of the artificiality and subjectivity of logical form: in neither case can 
formal logic be in any way foundational or explanatory for truth as 
"relation to an object. " 33 

The second element of the Husserlian "breakthrough·· is just the idea 
of phenomenology as such - an idea that also emerges in volume 2 of 
the Logical Investigations as that of an "epistemology of the logical. .. 
For it is this idea, and this idea alone, that first opens up the possi
bility of bridging the gulf between the logical and the psychological 
created by the polemic against psychologism of volume 1. The problem. 
however, is to explain how such an "epistemology of the logical" -
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which is to investigate the relaTionship between psychological act and 
logical or "essential" content - can itself avoid collapsing into psy
chologism. The answer is disarmingly simple: phenomenology is not 
empirical psychology because it aims to elucidate the underlying a pri
ori structures or '·essences·· of psychological phenomena (the "essences" 
of perception. recollection, imaginative representation. and so on). Our 
investigation proceeds by means of "essential analysis [Wesensanalyse ]" 
and ··essential intuition [WesenserschauungJ"- and therefore is. in par
ticular. entirely independent of the actual instances of the psychological 
structures in question that may or may not exist in the real world. 34 We 
are interested. that is. only in the purely ideal or "essential'' structures 
of psychological phenomena: in ·'pure consciousness."35 

Yet. for this very reason. Husserl's conception of pure phenom
enology and "pure consciousness" could not be fully satisfactory from 
Heidegger' s point of view. For Heidegger' s problem - arising so 
painfully and vividly within the neo-Kantian epistemology of the South
west school- was precisely that of the application of abstract and ideal 
"valid senses·· to concrete and real objects of cognition: the problem 
of the application of the categories in Kant's sense to actual -;patio
temporal objects. And rhis problem. it is clear. cannot be solved within 
the framework of Husserlian ·'pure consciousness": for the latter. as we 
have just seen. itself belongs to the purely ideal realm of ··essences·· 
and is thus entirely independent of the existence of any and all concrete 
instances 1 whether of actual states of consciousness or of its empirical 
objects). It is by no means surprising, therefore. that we already find 
rumblings in a new and quite un-Husserlian direction in the conclud
ing chapter added to the published version of Heidegger· s habilitation 
in 1916. Heidegger there suggests that a genuine unification of time 
and eternity -of change and absolute validity -can be effected only 
through the concept of "living spirit [der lebendige GeisT r construed 
as a concrete and essentially historical subject. The "subjective logic" 
sought for by Rickert and Husser! requires a more fundamental point 
of view according to which the subject is no mere ·'punctiform·· cog
nitive subject but an actual concrete subject comprehending the entire 
fullness of its temporal-historical involvements. And such an investiga
tion of the concrete historical subject must, according to Heidegger, be 
a "translogical" or ''metaphysical'' investigation. 36 Thus. Heidegger is 
here already beginning to come to terms with the historically oriented 
Lebensphilosophie of Wilhelm Dilthey - an influence that will prove 
decisive in Being and Time. 37 

It is of course in Being and Time, completed ten years later, that 
Heidegger finally works out the desired "subjective logic'' with a con-
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crete subject- the so-called existential analytic of Dasein. Heidegger' s 
concrete subject- Dasein, the concrete living human being- is distin
guished from the ·'pure consciousness" of Husserlian phenomenology in 
three fundamental respects. First, Dasein necessarily exists in a world: 
a world of concrete spatia-temporal objects existing independently of it. 
which it does not create and over which it has only very limited con
trol, and into which- without its consent, as it were- it is "thrown." 
Indeed. for Heidegger, Dasein essentially is such "being-in-the-world.·· 
Second. Dasein · s relationship to this world is first and foremost prac
tical and pragmatic rather than epistemic and contemplatively intuitive. 
The items in Dasein's world therefore appear to it originally as prac
tically "ready-to-hand [Zuhanden]" - as environmental items to be 
used in the service of particular concrete projects - rather than as 
merely "'present-to-hand [Vorhanden ]" for theoretical inspection and 
consideration. Indeed, for Heidegger, theoretical cognition of the merely 
"present-to-hand" is a derivative mode of Dasein: a particular ··modi
fication .. of the more basic, essentially practical and pragmatic. mode 
of involvement with the "ready-to-hand. "38 Finallv. Dasein is essentiallv 
a historical being- in an important sense it is rl;e historical bein2:. F~r 
the essence or "'being" of Dasein is ··care [Sorge]"' -roughly. the above
described orientation toward its world from the point of view of the 
totality of its practical involvements and projects- and the "ontologi
cal meaning of care'' is temporalit); where temporality in this sense is 
essentially historical and thus to be sharply and explicitly distinguished 
from the uniform and featureless ''time" of natural science. 39 

There is no doubt, then, that Heidegger' s Dasein is much more con
crete than Husser!' s "pure consciousness"- in the sense that the former 
has more of the features of a real human being than does the latter. 
From the point of view of Husserlian phenomenology, however. an 
obvious dilemma for Heidegger arises at this point. For what can Hei
degger's "'existential analytic of Dasein" possibly mean from Husserl's 
perspective? Either Heidegger is trying to describe the concrete reality 
of empirical human beings in their concrete and empirical character. in 
which case his enterprise is simply a branch of empirical anthropology 
having no specifically philosophical interest whatsoever; or Heidegger 
is trying to elucidate the. "essence" or nature of the concrete human be
ing by means of an "essential analysis" of that nature. in which case 
Heidegger, too. must perform the "eidetic'' reduction and abstract from 
all questions involving the real existence of the entities under consider
ation. Thus. either Heidegger falls prey to the charge of naturalism and 
psychologism or his "existential analytic of Dasein" is in the. end no 
closer to actual concrete reality than is Husser!' s phenomenology. 
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It is in response to this dilemma, I believe, that Heidegger"s true 
philosophical radicalism emerges; for it is precisely here- in attempt
ing to construct an a priori analysis of the real concrete subject -
that Heidegger fundamentally changes the terms within which the en
tire tradition of "pure. logic" was articulated and, in fact, introduces a 
fundamentally new existential dimension into this tradition. For Heideg
ger. the ''existential analytic of Dasein" can by no means be assimilated 
to a description of the ··essence" of Dasein in the traditional meaning of 
this term (where ··essence'' or ·'whatness'' is contrasted with "'existence" 
or ··thatness") precisely because the distinguishing feature of Dasein
as opposed to all other entities encountered within the world - is that 
Dasein has no "essence·· of this kind at all: What Dasein is can be 
determined only by Dasein' s own free choice in the face of its funda
mental possibility of "'being-toward-death''- a choice that can be either 
"'authentic"' and ''resolute" or ·'inauthentic"' and fallen into the "'Thev·· 
of everyday public existence:m In either case, however, since Dasei~·s 
·'essence'' or ''whatness'' depends in the end on its own free choice
and is thus in no sense simply ·'given" as in the case of entities encoun
tered within the world - Dasein · s ··essence" cannot be meaningfully 
separated from its "'existence'' at all. Indeed. from this point of view. Da
sein · s "essence'' is "'existence.'' The dilemma just raised from the point 
of view of Husserlian phenomenology therefore has no force whatever 
from Heidegger' s own point of view: by replacing phenomenological 
"essential analysis" with what he calls "existential-ontological analysis:· 
Heidegger has transcended the traditional distinction between "'essence"' 
and "existence" and opened up the paradoxical-sounding possibility of 
an a priori analysis of concrete existence itself.~ 1 

At the same time. Heidegger has thereby definitively transcended 
the problematic of the neo-Kantian tradition as well. This comes out 
most clearly in §44 of Being and Time, entitled "Dasein, Disclosedness. 
and Truth,·· where Heidegger explicitly rejects the ''Copernican Revo
lution" and the associated idea that truth is to be understood in terms 
of "valid judgment" in favor of an apparently "direct realist" account 
in which truth is conceived as a kind of immediate ·'disclosedness [Er
schlossenheit]" or ·'uncoveredness [Entdeckt-sein]" of a being within the 
world- an account that explicitly invokes Husser!' s notion of "'identi
fication."42 Heidegger' s ''direct realism"' is very special, however, for 
Dasein's most fundamental relation to the world is not a cognitive re
lation at all. Indeed. Dasein' s most fundamental relation to the world 
is one of either ·'authentic" or "inauthentic" existence - in which Da
sein's own peculiar mode of being (that is, "being-in-the-world") is 
itself either disclosed or covered over. ~3 Moreover, in the moment of 
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an "authentic" decision. Dasein must choose among possibilities already 
given in the world- possibilities that must themselves be somehow al
ready "present" and available in Dasein's historically given situation. 
Dasein must thus appropriate its •·fate" and, in precisely this way, is 
essentially historical. .w 

What is therefore central. for Heidegger. is the circumstance that we 
do not start with a merely cognitive subject together with its "contents 
of consciousness,'' but rather with a living practical subject- a sub
ject that is essentially temporally finite and hence necessarily engaged 
with its historically given environmental situation. Assertion or judg
ment then appears as a ·'derivative mode of interpretation·· in \Vhich 
the ''hermeneutical ·as· ·· of practical understanding of the "ready-to
hand" (where an item "ready-to-hand" is understood ··as" suited for 
a given end or purpose) is transformed into the "apophantical ·as· .. 
of theoretical understanding of the "present-to-hand" (where an item 
"present-to-hand" is understood "as'' determined by a given predicate). 
If we forget this derivative character, hmvever. all the misunderstand
ings prevalent in "the presently dominant theory of ·judgment' oriented 
around the phenomenon of ·validity [ Geltung ]' " then arise. We end up. 
in particular. with Lotze· s distinction between ''being'' and "validity ... 
Since we begin. within this latter tradition. with a ·•cartesian" subject 
entirely enclosed within the psychical realm of its own representations. 
we cannot explain truth as a relation between these representations and 
an object existing independently of them. Truth can therefore only mean 
what is constant and unchangeable in the ftux of representations and is 
thus understood as ·'form" or "essence·· in a quasi-Platonic sense stand
ing over and against the realm of flux and change. We thereby arrive 
at the distinction between "being" and "validity," "real" and "ideal." 
And this distinction. by the "Copernican·· conception of the object 
of knowledge, is now equated with the distinction between subjective 
and objective. Finally, since "objectivity'' is thus equated with "\·aJid
ity" in the sense of atemporal or eternal "ideal being," "objectivity" is 
also equated with necessary intersubjectiviry: with ''bindingness" for all 
subjects.-~5 

For Heidegger himself, by contrast. truth is in no way ro be 
equated with "objectivity" in the sense of necessary and universal 
intersubjectivity. On the contrary, this most basic idea of the Kantian 
''Copernican Revolution" is definitively rejected in favor of a "direct 
realist" conception of truth as direct "disclosedness'' to Dasein in a 
particular and irreducibly historical environmental situation: all truth is 
ultimately both particular and historical.-t6 Indeed, to think othei_Wise is 
to refuse to acknowledge the essential particularity of an "authentic'' 
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decision in the face of "being-toward-death" and to seek refug;e instead 
in the public everydayness ;f the "They."47 In the end, theretore. it is 
Heidegger· s radical transformation of the neo-Kantian tradition within 
which he was trained that underwrites his equally radical rejection of 
the priority and centrality of logic: his claim that the traditional the
ory of judgment based on the "is" of predication is itseif necessarily 
derivative from a properly philosophical point of view. 

• 

We observed above that Carnap also received his philosophical train
ing within the neo-Kantian tradition and. in fact. that he completed his 
doctoral dissertation in 1911 under Rickert's student Bruno Bauch- a 
dissertation in which Kantian themes predominate.-t~ It was in the years 
immediately after finishing his dissertation, in 1922-25. that Carnap un
dertook most of the work on the project that was eventually to issue in 
Der logische Aujbau der Welt (Carnap 1963a. 16-19). A.nd it was on 
this basis. moreover. that Carnap caught the attention of the "Philosoph
ical Circle'' that had gathered around Moritz Schlick at the Cniversity 
of Vienna. Carnap had become acquainted with Schlick in the summer 
of 192-1- and was invited to give lectures to Schlick·s circle in the winter 
of 1925. These lectures on the Aujbau project- which \\aS :.lt the time 
entitled "Entwurf einer Konstitutionstheorie der Erkenntnisgegenstande" 
(Outline of a constitutional theory of the objects of cognition l - were 
extremely well receh·ed: Carnap returned to Vienna as assistant profes
sor. \Vith his "Entwurf' (then being eagerly read within Schlick· s circle J 

sen·ing as his habilitation.~'~ A revised version was finally published in 
1928 under the nov. familiar title. 

The aim of the A.wbau. as recent scholarship has made increasingly 
clear. is by no means exclusively to represent the point of vie\v of phe
nomenalistic or extreme empiricist ·'positivism." Indeed. Carnap himself 
explains the relationship between ·'positivism·· and neo-Kantianism as 
follows: ' 

Cassirer ([Substan::begr.] 292ff.) has shown that a science having the 
goal of determining the individual through lawful interconnections 
[ Geset~seszusammenhiinge] without its individuality being lost must 
apply. not class ("species'') concepts. but rather relarional concepts: 
for the latter can lead to the tormation of series and thereby to the 
establishing of order-systems. It hereby also results that relations are 
necessary as first posits. since one can in fact easily make the transi
tion from relations to classes, whereas the contrary procedure is only 
possible in a very limited measure. 
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The merit of having discovered the necessary basis of the consti
tutional system thereby belongs to two entirely different, and often 
mutually hostile, philosophical tendencies. Positivism has stressed 
that the sole material for cognition lies in the undigested [unverar
beitet] experiential given; here is to be sought the basic elements 
of the constitutional system. Transcendental idealism. however, es
pecially the neo-Kantian tendency (Rickert, Cassirer. Bauch), has 
rightly emphasized that these dements do not suffice: order-posits 
[ Ordnungsset::ungen] must be added, our "'basic relations.''50 

Carnap does not intend simply to supplant neo-Kantianism by ·'posi
tivism·· in the ~ujbau: he hopes, on the contrary, to retain the insights 
of bOTh views.' 1 

As Carnap suggests, the influence of Cassirer' s Subsrance and Func
tion is especially important to the Aujbau. This is nor surprising, for 
the agreement between the two conceptions actually extends far beyond 
the emphasis on the significance of the modern logical theory of rela
tions stressed here. According to Substance and Funcrion. as indicated 
above. the theory of knowledge consists of two parts. On the one hand. 
we have the theory of the concept (part 1 ), which. for C.1ssirer. is given 
by the totality of pure retational structures provided by the new logic. 
On the other hand. however, we have the theory of reaiity (part 2). in 
which pure relational structures are successively applied in the method
ological progress of mathematical natural science in such a way that a 
never completed - but convergent - sequence results. Thus. whereas 
pure mathematics is given by the collection of all pure or abstract re
lational structures. applied mathematics (mathematical physics) is given 
by an infinite methodological series of such structures. And it is this 
methodological series of abstract structures that. for C:1ssirer (and for 
the Marburg school more generally). represents the empirical side of 
knowledge given by '·sensation." The concrete empirical \Vorld of sense
perception is not a separate reality existing somehow outside of this 
methodological series: it is simply the fully determinate and complete 
"'limit theory" toward which this series is converging. 

Now Carnap, in the Aujbau, also represents empirical knowledge by 
a serial or stepwise methodological sequence. This sequence is intended 
to represent, not so much the historical series of mathematical-physical 
successor theories. but rather the epistemological progress of a single in
dividual or cognitive subject- in which its knowledge extends from the 
initial subjective sensory data belonging to the autopsychological realm, 
through the world of public external objects constituting the physical 
realm, and finally to the intersubjective and cultural realities belonging 
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to the hereropsychological realm. Carnap's methodological series is thus 
a ··rational reconstruction"' intended formally to represent the "actual 
process of cognition. "52 For Carnap, as for Cassirer. we thereby repre
sent the empirical side of knowledge by a methodological sequence of 
formal structures. For Carnap, however, this is not a sequence of his
torically given mathematical-physical successor theories but a sequence 
of levels or ranks in the hierarchy of logical types of Russell's and 
Whitehead's Principia Mathematica- a sequence of levels ordered bv 
type-theoretic definitions. Objects on any level (other than the first) ar~ 
thus defined as c_lasses of objects (or relations between objects) from the 
preceding level. ' 3 

The construction or "constitution of reality" begins with ··elemen
tary experiences'' - holistic momentary cross-sections of the stream 
of experience -ordered by a (holistically conceived) ··basic relation" 
of remembrance-of-part-similarity-in-som~-arbitrary-respect. The main 
formal problem within the autopsychological realm is then to differ
entiate -on this initially entirely holistic basis - the particular sense 
qualities and sense modalities from one another. After grouping elemen
tary experiences into classes (and classes of classes ... l thereof via the 
one given basic relation and a complex procedure of ""quasi-analysis.'" 
Carnap is in a position to define the visual field as the unique sense 
modality possessing exactly five dimensions (two of spatial location 
and three of color quality). 5"' On this basis we can then define the "'vi
sual things"' in the physical realm: after embedding the visual fields of 
our subject in a numerical space-time manifold (R~). we project col
ored points of these visual fields alon!! ·'lines of si oht"" onto colored 
surfaces in such a way that principles ;f constancy ~nd continuity are 
~atisfied. And, in an analogous fashion. we can then define the ·'phys
Ical things" or objects of mathematical physics: we coordinate purely 
numerical "physical state magnitudes" with sensible qualities in ac
cordance with the laws and methodological principles of the relevant 
science \e.g., the electro-dynamic theory of light and color). 55 Finally, 
we can c?nstitute the heteropsychological realm by, first. constructing 
other subJects of experience analogous to the initial subject (that is. sys
tems of elementary experiences coordinated to ''other"' human bodies) 
and. second. constructing an "intersubjective world" common to all such 
subjects through an abstraction (via an equivalence relation) from the 
resulting diversity in "points of view. "56 

In this way Carnap's "constitution of reality" achieves a "logiciza
tion" of experience or the sensible aspects of reality parallel to that of 
the Marburg school. For the entire point of Carnap's method of "purely 
structural definite descriptions" (like that of the visual field sketched 
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above) is to individuate the objects in question in purely formal-logical 
terms, making no reference whatever to their intrinsic or ostensive phe
nomenal qualities. The constitutional system thereby demonstrates that 
objective - that is. intersubjectively communicable - knowledge is 
possible despite its necessary origin in purely subjective experience.57 

Carnap characterizes the resulting kinship between his constitutional 
system and the "logical idealism" of the Marburg school as follows: 

Constitutional theory and transcendental idealism agree in represent
ing the following position: all objects of cognition are constituted 1 in 
idealistic language. are ·'generated in thought"); and. moreover, the 
constituted objects are only objects of cognition qua logical forms 
constructed in a determinate way. This holds ultimately also for the 
basic elements of the constitutional system. They are, to be sure. 
taken as basis as unanalyzed unities. but they are then furnished 
with various properties and analyzed into (quasi- )constituents 1 § 116 l: 
first hereby, and thus also first as constituted objects. do they be
come objects of cognition properly speaking - and, indeed. objects 
of psychology. 53 

Indeed. there is one importam respect in which Carnap' s conception is 
even more radical than that of the .Marburg school. Cassirer's Substance 
and Function. for example. retains an element of dualism betwe~n pure 
thought and empirical reality: the contrast between the pure relational 
structures of logic and mathematics. on the one hand, and the historical 
sequence of successor theories representing the methodological progress 
of empirical natural science. on the other. For Carnap. by contrast. em
pirical reality simply is a particular logical structure: a type-theoretic 
structure (representing the epistemological progress of an initial cog
nitive subject) erected on the basis of a single, primitive, nonlogical 
relation. 59 

The sense in which Carnap has here gone even further than the 
''logical idealism'' of the Marburg school stands out especially .:!early 
in § 179 -entitled "The Task of Science.'' According to the ~larburg 
school. as we have seen. the real individual object of empirical cogni
tion is as a matter of fact never actually present in the methodological 
progress of science at all: this real empirical object remains always a 
never completed X toward which the methodological progress of sci
ence is converging. But Carnap, in § 179, explicitly rejects this •·genetic" 
view of knowledge: 

According to the conception of the Marburg school (cf. ~atorp 
[Gnmdlagen] 18ff.), the object is the eternal X; its determination is 
an incompleteable task. In opposition to this it is to be noted that 
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finitely many determinations suffice for the constitution of the ob
ject- and thus for its unambiguous description among the objects in 
general. Once such a description is set up the object is no longer 
an X, but rather something unambiguously determined - whose 
complete description then certainly still remains an incompleteable 
task.60 

Carnap thus rejects the idea that the object of empirical knowledge, in 
contradistinction to the purely formal objects of mathematical knowl
edge. is to be conceived as a never-ending, necessarily incompleteable 
progression. 61 For Car·nap. all objects whatsoever- whether formal or 
empirical, ideal or real - are rather to be defined or "constituted" at 
definite finite ranks within the hierarchy of logical types: there are no 
objects in the constitutional system that remain necessarily incomplete.62 

In this sense Carnap completes the ''logicization·· of experience that 
the Marburg school had begun and. at the same time. arrives at an even 
more radical transformation of the Marburg tradition. For in the con
stitutional system of the A.ujbau, epistemology is transformed into a 
logical-mathematical constructive project: the purely formal project of 
actually writing down the required structural definite descriptions \vithin 
the logic of Principia Mathematica. This purely formal exercise is to 
serve. in particular. as a replacement for traditional ~pistemology in 
which we represent the "neutral basis" common to all traditional t!pis
temological schools. All such schools are in agreement. according to 
Carnap. that 

cognition traces back finally to my experiences. \Vhich are set in 
relation, connected. and worked up: thus cognition can attain in a 
logical progress to the various structures of my consciousness. then 
to the physical objects. further with their help to the structures of 
consciousness of other subjects and thus to the heteropsychologicaL 
and through the mediation of the heteropsychological to the cultural 
objects. (Carnap l928a. § 178) 

Since the constitutional system precisely represents this common ground 
of agreement within the neutral and uncontroversial domain of formal 
logic itself. all "metaphysical" disputes among the competing schools
disputes, for example, among "positivism," "realism ... and "idealism" 
concerning which constituted structures are ultimately "real'' - are 
t~ereby dissolved.63 The fruitless disputes of the episte~ological tradi
uon are replaced by the seriousness and sobriety of the new mathemat
ical logic, and philosophy (once again) becomes a science: for Carnap, 
a purely technical subject.64 
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By precisely representing some of the central ideas comprising the 
"logical idealism" of the .\1arburg school within the new mathemati
cal logic of Principia Mathemarica. Carnap has thereby injected the 
neue Sachlichkeit into philosophy itself. Philosophy becomes, in par
ticular, an "objective" discipline capable (like the exact sciences) of 
cooperative progress and, in principle. of universal agreement as well; 
indeed, it has now become a branch of mathematical logic - the most 
"objective" and universal discipline of all. We have thus arrived at a 
conception of philosophy that. in Carnap' s eyes, best serves the so
cialist, internationalist, and anti-individualistic aims of that cultural and 
political movement with which he most closely identities.65 And this 
"objectivist" and universalist conception of philosophy (based on the 
new mathematical logic) of course stands in the most extreme contrast 
with the particularist, existential-historical conception of philosophy 
we have seen Heidegger develop (based on an explicit rejection of 
the centrality of logic) - a conception that. in Heidegger · s eyes. best 
serves the neoconservative and avowedly German nationalist cultural 
and political stance favored by the latter philosopher.06 But what is of 
most interest, from our present point of view, is the extent to which 
both philosophers develop their radically new conceptions of philos
ophy by rigorously thinking through the ideas of late nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-cenrury neo-Kamianism. By pushing these neo-Kantian 
ideas to their limits in two opposite directions, as it were. Carnap 
and Heidegger thereby contribute decisively toward defining and shap
ing the contemporary opposition between ··analytic'' and .. continental .. 
philosophical traditions with which \Ve began. 

Notes 

I am indebted for helpful discussions and advice to Sandra Bartky. Susan Cunning
ham, Graciela De Pierris. Lvnn Jov, Theodore Kisiel. .\.lison Lavwine. Alan Richardson. 
Werner Sauer, Thomas L'ebel. and ·Kathleen Wright. All translations from the German are 
my own. 

1. For eyewitness accounts see the report of L. Englert in Schneeberger 1962. 1--6: 
Pos 1949; and T. Cassirer 1981 -relevant parts of which are reprinted in Schneeberger 
1962, 7-9. 

2. Heidegger 1929a. This work appears in Heidegger 1991 together with appendices 
containing Heidegger's notes for his Davos lectures and a protocol of the Cassirer
Heidegger debate prepared by 0. Bollnow and J. Ritter. These materials are also found in 
the English translation of Heidegger 1929a. 

3. I am indebted to Thomas Uebel for first calling my attention to the fact that Car
nap attended the Cassirer-Heidegger lectures and debate at Davos. Carnap reports on the 
occasion in ASP 025-73-03, entries from I 8 March through 5 April I 929. 
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-l. Heinrich Gomperz. the son of the famous historian of Greek philosophy Theodore 
Gomperz. was a professor of philosophy at the University of Vienna and the author of 
We/ranschauungslehre ( 1905). Karl Biihler was an important psychologist and psycholin
guist: he founded the Psychological Institute at the University of Vienna in 1922. For 
Camap·s participation see ASP 025-73-03. entries for 2-l Ylay and 14 June 1930. 

5. The two versions of these lectures. including reports on the discussions. are ASP 
110-07-21 and ASP ll 0-07-19. respectively. I am indebted to Bngitte Uhlemann of the 
University of Konstanz for providing me with transcriptions from Camap·s shorthand. 

6. Heidegger 1929b, 14. 18 [107. 111-12]. Carnap quotes selections from these pas
sages in Carnap 1932, 231-32 [71-72]. I Pagination of the English translations appears in 
brackets.1 

7. Carnap 1963c. 874-75. On the following page Carnap continues: ··r trunk. how
ever. that our [antimetaphysical] principle excludes not only a great number of .lSSertions 
in systems like those of Hegel and Heidegger. especially since the latter says explicitly 
that logic is not applicable to statements in metaphysics. but also in contemporary discus
,;ions. for example. those concerning the reality of space or of time ... Compare the remarks 
in Carnap l963a. 42....43: "'It is encouraging to remember that philosophical thinking has 
made great progress in the course of two thousand years through the work or· :nen like 
Aristotle. Li!ibniz, Hume. Kant, Dewey, Russell. :md many others. who were basicaily 
thinking in a scientific way."' 

3. See .\SP tl15-73-03. entry for 26 :VIay !928: "'In the e\enmg \\ith \Vai,;mann at 
:--leurath · s. I read the Preface to the ·Logischen .\utbau · aloud: :"ieurath is Jstonished 
.lnd OW!JOYed at my open confession. He belieYes that it will dfect young people very 
sympathetically. I say that I still want to ask Schlick whether it is too radical."' 'Schlick 
did indeed think it was too radical: see entry for 31 Ylay. l 

9. Carnap became attracted to the antimilitarist internationalism of the "'socialist 
worker's movement'' already during the Great War 1 Carnap 1963a. 9-10\. 

10. For a general cultural and political history of this orientation see Willett 1978. For 
a specific discussion of the relationship between the Vienna Circle and the Dessau Bau
haus see Galison 1990. Not all members of the Vienna Circle shared in this c1rientation. 
however. Schlick. in particular. was attracted neither to :V1arxism nor ro anti-indi\ idualism 
more generally. Thus, for example. Feigl poignantly describes S.::hlick" s reacnon when 
he was presented with the manifesto (Hahn. Neurath. and Carnap 19291- wh1ch calls 
for a new internationalist and collaborative form of philosophy and. in keeping ·vith this 
spirit. is not even signed by its authors- on his return from Stanford in 1929: "'Schlick 
was moved by our amicable intentions: but as I could tell from his facial i!Xpression. and 
from whar he told me later. he was actually appalled and dismayed by the thought that we 
were propagating our views as a ;system· or ·movement.' He was deeply committed to 
an individualistic conception of philosophizing, and while he considered group discussion 
and mutual criticism to be greatly helpful and intellectually prorltable. he believed that 
everyone should think creatively for himself. A ·movement.· like large scale meetings or 
conferences. was something he loathed" (Feigl 1969. 646). 

II. The literature on Heidegger's own political involvement is now enormous. See, in 
particular. Ott 1988; Farias 1987; and Schneeberger 1962. Wolin 1991 is a verv useful 
selection - including a translation of Heidegger:-s notorious Die Selbstbehaup~mg der 
deutschen Universitiit, delivered in celebration of the new Nazi regime when he assumed 
the rectorate at Freiburg in May I 933. A particularly interesting contribution. locating 
Heidegger's involvement in the context of that of the other German philosophers of the 
time. is Sluga 1993. 
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12. Carnap 1932e. 238 (77]. Compare also the preface to Logical Svmax of Lan
guage. dated May 1934: ··In our ·Vienna Circle· and in many similarly oriented groups 1 in 
Poland. France, England. CSA and in isolated cases even in Gennany) the view has cur
rently grown stronger and >tronger that traditional metaphysical philosophy can make no 
claim to scientific status" 1Carnap 1934b. iii [xiii]: emphasis added). For Camap· s view 
(from Prague 1 of the situation in Germany and Central Europe in 1934 see Carnap 1963a. 
34: "With the beginning of the Hitler regime in Germany in 1933. the political atmos
phere. even in Austria and Czechoslovakia. became more and more intolerable .... [T]he 
Nazi ideology spread more and more among the German-speaking population of the Sude
ten r~gion and therewith among the students of our university and even Jmong some of 
the professors ... 

13. In ASP 025-73-03. entry for 5 July 1932. Carnap triumphantly records the iact 
that there were 250 people in the audience at Berlin. 

1-+. :-.reurath 1932a (reprinted in Neurath 1981. 572-73 ). Orthmar Spann \'as an 
especially virulent Austrian-Catholic right-wing ideologue of the time. 

15. See. e.g .. :-.leurath's remarks (made in 19331 in :-.reurath 1981. 597n: "Here [in 
Austria] there is not an exclusive dominance by metaphysics as it is practiced by Rickert. 
Heidegger. and others- through which those of a new generation become well-knm'n 
through geisteswissenschafiicher Psvchologte. geisteswissenschaftlicher Sv:iologie and 
similar things ... Compare CJmap · s remarks on :-.reurath · s commitment :o physicJ!i,m. 
unified science. and Marxism in Carnap 1963a. 22-24. 

16. Compare also the foilowing retrospective remarks of :-.reurath · s 1 made in ! 9361: 
"The strong metaphysical trends in Central Europe are probably the reason that within the 
Vienna Circle the antimetaphysical attitude became of central signiricance and was pur
posefully practiced- much more. for example. than would have been the case with the 
adherents of similar tendencies in the Cnited States. among whom a particular. more neu
tral common-sense empiricism is very widespread and 1vhere metaphysics could not exert 
the influence that it did in Germany, say .... It is entirely understandable that a Frenchman 
is at first surprised when he hears how the adherents of the Vienna Circle distance them
selves in sharp terms from ·philosophers' -he thinks perhaps of Descartes and Comte in 
this connection. the others however of Fichte and Heidegger" 1 Neurath 1981. 7 43 ). 

17 .. -\sis well known. Introduction to Metaphvsics depicts Germany as Europe's last 
hope for salvation from Russian communism. on the one side. and American te..:hnologtc:.~l 
democr:.~cy. on the other, and contains Heidegger's notorious remark about the "inner truth 
and greatness" oi the National Socialist movement (Heidegger 1953. 152 [166]). 

18. I am indebted to Kathleen Wright for tirst calling my :1ttention ro this passage .. \s 
Wright also tirsr pointed out ro me. the noted Heidegger scholar Otto Poggeler comments 
on fmroduction ro Metaphysics as follows: "Heidegger had sufficient taste not to deli\·er a 
previous version of his lecture in which Camap's emigration to America was put forth as 
.::ontirmation of the convergence between Russian communism and the ·type of thinking 
in America' " (quoted from Wolin 1991. 218-19). Given that Carnap did not emigrate 
until December 1935. however. whereas Heidegger" s lectures were held in the summer vf 
that year. Heidegger cannot be· here referring to Camap · s emigration. It is more likely. for 
example. that he is referring to Schlick's trip to Stanford in 1929, which is prominently 
mentioned in the foreword to Hahn. Neurath, and Carnap 1929. The remark about Russian 
communism. on the other hand. almost certainly refers to Neurath's activities. 

19. The dissertation appeared as Carnap 1922. Carnap defends a modified version of 
the Kantian synthetic a priori according to which the topological- but not the metrical
properties of space are due to the form of our spatial intuition. Bauch was influenced nor 
only by his teacher Rickert but also by the more scientifically oriented neo-Kantianism 
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of the ~arburg school -as weH as by his colleague at Jena. the logician Gonlob Frege 
(who also greatly influenced Curnap, of course). Some discussion of Bauch in relation 
to both Frege and Carnap can be found in Sluga 1980. Sluga ( 1993 I explains the depth 
and centrality of Bauch's involvement with Nazism- in comparison with which Hei
degger's own engagement somewhat pales. Curiously. Carnap himseli never mentions 
Bauch's political involvement. 

20. Carnap explains his neo-Kantian philosophical training in Carnap 1963a. 4. I 1-12. 
Writings of Cassirer. Natorp, and Rickert (as well as Bauch) play an important role in the 
Aujbau: see Carnap 1928a. §§5. 12. 64, 65. 75. 162. 163, 179. 

21. Some of the most important epistemological works of the two tr;;ditions are Cohen 
1902: Natorp 1910: E. Gassirer 1910: and Rickert 1892. Rickert 1909 and :\atorp 1912 
are very useful summary presentations of the two traditions. 

22. See Hu~serl 1900-1901. For Husser! and the neo-Kantians see. ior example. :-.ia
torp 1912. 198: and Rickert 1909. 227. Husserl's notion of Wesensen-chauwrt? plays :1 
central role: m Camap·s conception of "intuitive space·· in Carnap 1922. All or Heideg
ger' s earliest works fall squarely within the amipsychologistic tradition of "pure logtc·· 
and. accordingly, are Jominated by the thought of Rickert and Husser!: 1hese include 
"Neure Forschungen Liber Logik" ' 1912). his doctoral dissertation Die Lt:lrre ··om Crteil 
im Psvclrolo~ismus 1 1913-14), and his habilitation Die Kategorien- wrd Bedewun'.(siehre 
des Duns Scows 1 1915-161- all of which are reprinted in Heidegger !978. There is. of 
course. a c!ose relationship between this "pure logic" tradition and :he work c't Frege: 
indeed. as is well known. it was Frege·s review of Husserl's -:arlier Phiimophie der 
,-\ritlrmetik :hat inspired the anupsychologistic polemic of the Lvgrc.;t fnn'Silr?miuns. It 
is interesting to note also that Heidegger comments very favorably on F:-ege ·' ·xork in his 
·'Neure Forschungen Liber Logik" ; Heidegger 1978. 20L 

23. This "genetic" view of the 0bjecr of empirical knowledge is -:ommon to C)hen. 
Natorp. and Cassirer. It is articulated with particular force by Natorp 'in the works .:ired 
in note 21 Jbove 1. Cassirer· s achievement. in Substance and Function. is to make the 
view precise by finally articulating a coherent conception of logic (as the them\ of arbi
trary relational structures 1- something that had eluded both Cohen and \'atorp. Thus. for 
example. '.\here as Cohen and Natorp self-consciously attempt to align iogic more ciosely 
with mathematics. they still continue to make .:ssential use of the traditiOnal classification 
of the forms of judgment. 

24. Natorp (1912) then replies to Rickert's criticism. E. Cassirer ,(929 . .106 (3..18]) 
brings out the issue between Rickert and the Marburg school here with particular darity: 
"Rickert', proof-procedure. in so far as it is simply supposed to verify this proposition 
[that number is not derivable from identity and difference], could ha1e been essentially 
simplified Jnd sharpened if he had availed himself of the tools of the modern logical 
calculus. especially the calculus of reiations. For identin· and d(fference :~re. ~xpressed 
in the language of this calculus. svmmetrical relations; whereas for :he construction of 
the number series. as for the concept of an ordered sequence in general. an ,tsnTmzetrical 
relation is Indispensable ... 

25. Here Lask cites. among others, the theories of Herbart. Balzano. Husser!. Rickert. 
Meinong. Jnd (Heinrich) Gomperz (see Lask 1912. 23-24). Note that what Lask calls 
"formal logic" coincides with what Rickert calls "transcendental logic." 

26. Lask ( 1912. 55) writes: ''The 'form' of judgment, concept. inference. etc. is a com
pletely different thing from form in the sense of the category. One best distinguishes these 
two kinds of form as structural form and contentful form." Kant's metaphysical deduc
tion. by contrast, rests entirely on the idea that ''the same understanding. through precisely 
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the same action whereby it brought about the logical form of a judgment by means of an
alytic uniry. also brings about. by means of synthetic unity. a transcendental content in 
its representations in virrue of which they are called pure concepts of the understanding" 
(A79/B!95). 

27. For a discussion of Lask's argument from the point of view of the :-.tarburg school 
see E. Cassirer 1913. 6-1~. I am indebted to Werner Sauer for first calling my attention to 
this essay and for emphasizing to me, in this connection especially, the crucially important 
differences between Cassirer and the Southwest school. 

28. The reference is to Lotze 1874. §§316-20. See. for example. Heidegga 1978. 170. 
29. See Heidegger 1978. 21+-89. As Heidegger notes. his discussion here is based on 

Rickert 1911. 
30. Heidegger 1978. 273. The realm of valid sense enjoys this primacy because all 

realms of <!Xistence as such (the natural. the metaphysical-theological. the mathematical. 
and the logical itself) become objects of our cognition only through the mediation of the 
logical \Heidegger 1978. 287). 

31. Heidegger" s judgment of the superiority of Lask over Rickert emerges already in 
his dissertation of 1913-1~ (Heidegger 1978. 176-77nJ. 

32. Heidegger spent the years 1923-28 as associate professor at \larburg. after sef\
ing as Husserl's assistant at Freiburg from 1916 through 1922. It was at \larburg. through 
his lecrures. that Heidegger established a reputation as one of the most bnlliant and ;;:xcit
ing young philosophers in Germany even before the appearance of Bem'? ,lmi Time. The 
\1arburg lecrures in question appear as Heidegger 1979 and Heidegger 1976. respect!\ ely. 
To be sure. Husserl's own overcoming of neo-Kantianism is by no means complete from 
Heidegger· s point of view- a point to which we shall rerurn belo....,. 

33. Husserl's discussion of truth as ·'identification"' occurs in Husser! 1900-1901. 
vol. 2. §§36-39. The discussion of "categorial intuition"' then follows in ~§~0-58. For 
Heidegger" s assessment of the relationship between these ideas and the work of Lask
which Heidegger sees as together destroying once and for all the Kantian "'mythol
ogy"' of a synthesis of understanding and sensibility, form and matter- see Heidegger 
1979. 63-90. 

3~. When Husser! speaks of the realm of the logical and asks after an "'epistemology 
of the logical" he has in mind the entire realm of a priori ·'essences"' accesstble to \Ve
sensanalne and Wesenserschauung (which include. for example. the a priori "'<!ssences"' 
of spatial phenomena srudied by geometry, of color phenomena studied by the a priori 
''eidetic science" of color. and so on). The very special structures studied by iormal logic 
properly so-called tsubject and predicate, and so on) represent. as we have just seen. only 
a tiny fraction- the most abstract part- of this "essential" realm. 

35. This idea of phenomenology as a pure or "transcendental" psychology becomes 
fully explicit only in Husser! 1911; it is developed in elaborate detail in Husser! 1913. 
In the first edition of volume 2 of the Logical Investigations Husser! had misleadingly 
characterized phenomenology as ·'descriptive psychology''- which, as he himself imme
diately recognized. concealed precisely the "transcendental" relation in which he intended 
phenomenology to stand to (empirical) psychology. See Husser! 1911. 318n [ 115-16n]. 

36. See Heidegger 1978. 341-+ II. Heidegger there links his conception of "'subjective 
logic" with the problem of the application of the categories on p. 407: "'If anywhere. then 
precisely in connection with the problem of the application of the categories- insofar as 
one admits this in general as a possible problem- the merely objective-logical treatment 
of the problem of the categories must be recognized as one-sided." The attached footnote 
then emphasizes the importance of Lask 1912. For Husser! himself, on the other hand. 
since he developed the idea of phenomenology entirely independent of the Kantian and 
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neo-Kantian traditions. this probiem of the application of the categories was never a prob
lem. Husserl' s own problem was always rather the relationship between the logical and 
the psychological- a problem that need not involve the relationship in general between 
the abstract and the concrete. 

37. For Heidegger's assessment of Dilthey's conception of the ,;ubject as "'living 
person with an understanding of active history"' in contrast to Husserl's more formal con
ception of the subject, see Heidegger 1979. 161-71. The influence of Oil they is further 
exhibited in 1916 in Heidegger's preface to his habilitation. with its call for philosophy to 
become we/tanschaulich - that is. engaged in the concrete historical <!vents of the time 
iHeidegger 1978. 191: and cf. 205 n. IOl. This call contrasts sharply with Husserl's own 
arguments (in Husser! 1911, 323-+ I [ 122-+7])- contra Oil they -that philosophy as 
a science must be eternally valid and thus essentially unhistorical. It seems dear. more
over. from the remarks on Emil Lask's "'distant soldier's grave."' that Heidegger·s call 
for a weltanschaulich philosophy here is directly connected with his altitude toward the 
Great War. 

.38. The idea of "being-in-the-world.'' together with the idea that the theoretical 
orientation toward the "'present-at-hand'' is founded on the more basic practical vrien
tation toward the "'ready-to-hand." is presented in Heidegger 1927. ~§12-13 and is then 
developed in detail in the remainder of division I. 

39. For ·'Care as the Being of Dasein."' see Heidegger 1927. **39-1..1: for "'Temporal
ity .lS the Ontological Meaning of Care.'' see §§61-66: ior ·'Temporality and Historicality"' 
see ~§72-77. In developing this conception of the essential "'historicality [Geschiciniicir
keir] vi Dasein ... Heidegger is. as emphasized in note 36 above. self-..:onsciously follo\'ing 
the work of Dilthey - work that he explicitly opposes to the "'superricial"' and "'merely 
methodological"' attempt to distinguish the GeisresH·issenschaften from rhe .Varunn·ssen
sciraften tbased on the distinction between "'generaiizing"' and "'indi\iduating"' modes of 
concept formation) developed within the school of Windelband and Rickert. See the 
comments on Rickert in Heidegger 1927. ~72. and compare the polemic called "'Die Triv
ialisierung der Diltheyschen Fragesteilung durch Windelband und Rickert"' presented in 
Heidegger 1979. 20-21. 

-+0. The analysis of "being-toward-death" and the ensuing possibility of "authentic"' 
existence are presented in Heidegger 1927. §~46-60- an analysis that is intended to 
present the "'being of Dasein'' (which was presented only fragmentariiy. as it were. in the 
preceding sections) for the first time as a unitary and unified whole. 

-+I. For the priority of ··existence'' over "essence"' in the analytic of Dasein. see Hei
degger 1927. *9. For Heidegger's diagnosis of the failure of Husserlian phenomenology 
as resting on a neglect of the question of the existence of "'pure consciousness ... see Hei
degger 1979. 148-57. in particular 152: "'Above all. however, this conception of ideation 
[that is. Wesenserschauungj as abstraction from real individuation rests on the belief that 
the What of any being is to be determined in abstraction from its existence. If. how
ever. there were beings whose What is preciselv to exist and norhin'S but to exist. then 
this ideational mode of consideration with respect to such a being would be the most 
fundamental misunderstanding." 

-+2. The footnote to Heidegger 1927. §44 (p. 218). refers us to the sections on truth and 
''categorial intuition" in volume 2 of the Logical Investigations discussed above. along 
with the work of Lask. Heidegger warns us against relying exclusively on the first volume 
of the Logical Investigations. which appears merely to represent the traditional theory of 
the proposition (in itself) derived from Bolzano. 

~3. See Heidegger 1927. §44 (p. 221): "Dasein can understand itself as under
standing from the side of the 'world' and the other or from the side of its ownmost 
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possibility-for-being [aus seinem eigensten Seinkonnen]. The last-mentioned possibility 
means: Dasein discloses itself to itself in and as its ownmost possibility-for-being. This 
authentic disclosedness shows the phenomenon of the most original truth in the mode 
of its authenticity. The most original and authentic disclosedness in which Dasein as 
possibility-for-being can be. is the truth of existence." 

44. The temporality of ··authentic·· existence is articulated in Heidegger 1927. g61-
66. the temporaliry of everyday "'inauthentic" existence in §§67-71. the temporality of 
"historicality"' in §§72-77. How the temporality of Dasein is actually the prior ground of 
the ··ordinary conception of time"' (namely, the all-embracing public time within which 
events are dated and ordered) is explained in §§78-81. 

45. See Heidegger 1927. §33. ·'Die Aussage als abkiinftiger Modus der .-\uslegung." 
and compare the discusswn of Lotze's theory of ··validity" in Heidegger"s lecrure course 
on logic from 1925-26 !Heidegger 1976. 62-68). This discussion clarifies :he relation
ship Heidegger perceives between the "Cartesian" predicament of the world-kss subject 
enclosed within its own contents of consciousness and the "Husserlian" predicament ,)f 
the ideal subject isolated from all questions of real existence. ln Husserlian terminology. 
it clarifies the relationship between the "phenomenological" reduction that withdraws our 
attention from ~he external world and focuses on the contents of consciousness themseh·es 
and the more radical ·'eidetic" reduction that then focuses only on the "essence" or form:li 
structure of these .:onscious phenomena- arriving, in the end. at "pure·· ,,r "":lbsoiute"" 
consciousness. Heidegger" s idea is that it we once start with the "Cartesian .. j:'redicamenr. 
but nonetheless demand a kind of objectivity. then all we have left. as it were. is the .:on
trast between change and constancy. the real and the ideal. We thus arrive Jt :1 .:onception 
of truth or objectivity on which truth is fundamentally necessary, ''essential. .. x eternal 
truth; and. in this way, the denial of "naive realism·· leads to "essentialism .... -\nd it is this 
last form of "essentialism" that is Heidegger' s ultimate target. 

46. Thus Heidegger 1927. §++ contains such provocative assertions as. "B.::iore .\"ew
ton's laws were uncovered they were not ·true·": and "[these] laws became :rue through 
Newton. with h1m a being became accessible in itself for Dasein" 12:26-.:-:'l. Gi' en 
Heidegger" s fundamentally historical conception of truth, together with his "~xistential 

conception of science" 1 §69. pp. 362-64 ). the meaning of these assertions :s re!ati' ely 
straightforward: :'\Iewton arrived at the laws of motion by means of an "authentic pro1ec
tion" of a particular scientific framework in a given historical situation- tho! :ontext vr" 
the scientific revolution of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries (cf. §3. pp. 9-10. on 
"scientific revolutions"). Outside of this historical context, on the other hand. :'liewton· s 
"discovery·· and accompanying "assertion·· of the laws of motion simply makl! no sense. 
For Heidegger. there is then no "valid sense" or "proposition in itself" beyond :-.Iewton · s 
(and our) actual historic:li "assertions" capable of serving as a ·',ehicle" of "eternal truth." 
Nevertheless. what Newton discovered of course existed before Newton: "With the uncov
eredness the being showed itself precisely as that being that was already there before. So 
to uncover is the mode of being of 'truth'" (p. 2:27). 

47. See the remarks on the "objectivity [Objektivitiit]" of authentic:lily historical truth 
in Heidegger 1927. §76. p. 395: "In no science are the ·universal validity' of standards and 
the pretensions to ·universality' that the They and its common sense require less possible 
criteria of 'truth" than in authentic history." 

48. See n. 19 above. 
49. Carnap L963a, 20-22. An outline of Carnap' s lecture to the Circle on 21 January 

!925, bearing the title "Gedanken zum Kategorien Problem: Prolegomena zu dner Kon
stitutionstheorie," appears as ASP 081-05-03. The "Entwurf" manuscript has nm yet been 
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found. A table of contents. bearing the dates 17 December 1924 md 28 January !925 (a 
revision after the lecture in Vienna), appears as ASP 081-05-02. 

50. Carnap l928a. §75. The passage from Cassirer's Substance and Function to which 
Carnap is here referring (E. Cassirer 1910, chap. 4, §9) is a criticism of Rickert· s well
known argument that concepts in the Natunvissenschaften canuot individuate (cf. note 
39 above). Cassirer diagnoses Rickert's error here as stemming from a neglect of the 
essentially relational mode of concept formation of modern mathematics .1nd logic. Car
nap 11928a. §12) points out, again referring to this discussion oi C.1ssirer"s 1and also 
to Rickert. Windelband, and Dilthey), that the "logic of indi,iduality" Jesired in the 
Geisteswissenschaften can be attained precisely in the modern theory of relations. 

51. For recent work on Kantian ·and neo-Kantian aspects of :he .\urlmu. see. for ex
ample Haack 1977: \'lou lines 1985; and Sauer 1985. 1989 1\\ hich particularly ~tress 

the importance of Cassirer and the passage from Carnap l928a. F5 1: Friedman 1987. 
1992b. and Richardson 1992b (which also emphasizes the importance of Cassirer and 
the \'larburg school1: and Webb 1992. Two recent extended treatments ,,f the je\·elop
ment of logical positi\·ism. Coffa 1991 and Proust 1986. are also ·.,orth consulting in this 
connection. 

52. See Carnap !928a. §§I 00. 143. Cf. the remarks in Carnao 1963a. 18: "The sys
tem [of the Aufbau i was intended to give. though nut a Je;;.::~ption. 'till a rational 
reconstruction of the actual process of the formation of wncepts ... 

53. See ;:specially the discussion of "ascension forms ~Sr:r~ntiJmlt:n j" in Carnao 
1928a. pt. 3.8. There Jre exactly two such "ascension form, .. :1amei: . .:Ia,, .md ~e

lation extensions 1 ~-101. As Carnap I I 963a. II) explains. he :-irst -;tudied Principia 
Jiarhematica- whose type-theoretic conception of logic pen·aJI!' rhe ..J.urbau- in 1919. 

54. See Carnap !928a. pt. 4.A. and cf. §§67-94. The proced~.;r~ ,Jf "quasi-analysis"' is 
a generalization (to nontransitive relations) of the "principle oi Ji:-straction" employed b~ 
Frege ~nd Russell in rhe detinition of a cardinal number 1see ~7:: · 

55. See Carnap 1928a. pt. 4.B. for the constitution of the phy;ical reaim- including 
the qualitative realm of ordinary sense-perception ( §§ 125-351 .;.n.l then the quantitatiw 
realm of mathemati~·al physics ( § 136 ). As Carnap makes clear in ~ 136. rho:: constitution of 
the latter realm is based on his .:artier methodological studies 1C~ap 192.3. !92-+l. 

56. See Carnap l928a. pt. 4.C. According to Carnap. onlY the pure!: abstr:Jct world 
of physics - and not the qualitative world of commonsense rerceptuai ~xpenence -
"provides the possibility of a unique. consistent intersubjecti\·izancm" 1 § 1.~6: cf. ~ 133 l. 

57. For the independence of the definition of the visual tiei.l. in particular. from all 
phenomenal qualities. see Carnap 1928a. § 86. For the import:mce of purely structural 
definite descriptions. see pt. :!.A. especially§ 16: "[E]very sciemi;ic srarement can in prin
ciple be so transjonned thut ir is only a structural sratemellt. But this transformation is 
not only possible. but required. For science wants to speak about the objective; however. 
everything that does not belong to structure but to the material. everything that is as
tended concretely. is in the end subjective." "From the point ,~r" view oi constitutional 
theory this :>tate of affairs is to be expressed in the following way. The <eries of experi
ences is different for each subject. If we aim. in spite of this. at .1greement in rhe names 
given for the objects [Gebilde] constituted on the basis of the experiences. then this can
not occur through reference to the completely diverging materi:li but only through the 
formal indicators of the object-structures [Gebildestrukturen]."' For a fuller discussion. as 
well as detailed arguments against an empiricist-phenomenalist interpretation of Carnap·s 
motivations. see my articles cited in note 51 above. 

58. Carnap 1928a. § 177. Section 116 presents the actual constitution of sensations-
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defined via a purely structural definite description containing only the basic relation as a 
nonlogical primitive. 

59. Carnap · s type-theoretic sequential construction therefore takes the place of the 
··general serial form .. Cassirer sees as expressing the essence of empirical knowledge. 
Carnap agrees with Cassirer. however, that this kind of methodological sequence is the 
ultimate "datum·· for epistemology and. in particular. that the contrast between .. being .. 
and "validity .. - which. as we have seen, generates fundamental problems for the South
west school- therefore has only a relativi:.ed meaning in the context of such a sequence 
(see Carnap 19:!8a. §-1:!; and cf. E. Cassirer 1910, -11:!-13 [311]). In Friedman J99:!b. *3. 
I mistakenly read §-1:! as a criticism of the Marburg school and, in general. failed to draw 
the crucial distinction between the Marburg view of this question and that of the South
west school. I am indebted to Alan Richardson and Werner Sauer for rightly protesting 
against this assimilation ( cf. nn. 27 and 51 above). 

60. The reference is to :"iatorp 1910, chap. I, §§4-6; cf. E. Cassirer 1910. chap 7. 
especially 418-IY [315]. I am indebted to Alison Laywine for emphasizing to me the 
importance of this aspect of ="iatorp·s view in the present connection. 

61. Cf. E. Cassirer 1910. 337 [:!54]: "In contrast to the mathematical concept. 
however. [in empirical science] the characteristic difference emerges that the construc
tion [Al~tbauj. which within mathematics arrives at a fixed end.- remains in principle 
incomplereable within experience ... 

62. It is worth noting, in this connection, that the well-known technical problems af
flicting the constitution of the physical or external world in the .-lurbau appear in fact to 
undermine Carnap · s attempt to distinguish himself from the Marburg school here. It aP.
pears, in particular. that Carnap · s rules for assigning colors to points of space-time 1 R ~) 
never close off at a definite set (that is. a definite relation between space-time points and 
colors) located at a definite rank in the hierarchy of logical types: for this assignment is to 
be continually revised JS we progress to higher and higher ranks tCarnap 19-28a. §§135. 
136. l-1-1). And this means. from the point of view of C<.rnap·s own constitutional svstem. 
that the Marburg doctrine of the never completed X appears after all to be fully co~ect
at least so far as physical (and hence all higher-level) objects are concerned. 

63. See again Carnap 1928a, § 178: "[T}Ize so-called epistemological tendencies of 
realism. idealism. and phenomenalism agree within rhe domain vj epistemologY. Cvnsu·
illtional theor• presents the neutral basis [neutrale Fundament] common ro all .. TheY first 
diverge in the domain of metaphysics and rhus (if rhey are to be episremological ren
denciesJ only as rhe result of a transgression of rheir boundaries ... All other properly 
philosophical disputes Jre similarly dissolved. Thus, for example, both sides in the debate 
over the relationship between the Geisteswissenschaften and the .Yatunvissenschafr are 
correct: cultural objects are constructed out of heteropsychological objects and the -latter. 
in turn. out of physical objects; in this sense the theses of physicalism and the unitv of 
science are correct. On the other hand. however, cultural objects nonetheless belon11: -to a 
distinct "object sphere" in the type-theoretic hierarchv: in this sense the thesis of the au
tonomy and independence of the cultural realm is equ.ally correct. See §56 and also §§25. 
19, 41. 151. Cf. nn. 15. 39, and 50 above. 

64. See the (first edition) preface to Carnap 1928a: ''The new type of philosophy 
has arisen in close contact with work in the special sciences, especially in mathemat
ics and physics. This has the consequence that we strive to make the rigorous and 
responsible basic attitude of scientific researchers also the basic attitude of workers in 
philosophy, whereas the attitude of the old type of philosophers is more similar to a po
etic [attitude] .... [T]he individual no longer undertakes to arrive at an entire structure 
of philosophy by a [single] bold stroke. Instead, each works in his specific place within 
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the single total science." Cf. a! so the discussion in Carnap 1963a, 13. on the impact of 
reading Bertrand Russell's Our Knowledge of rhe External World in 1921: Carnap is 
most i~pressed by Russell's description of "the logical-analytic method of philosophy··
together with its accompanying call for a new ··scientific" philosophical pracuce. 
~ 65. In this respect, Camap's identification with the neue Sachlichkeit is even more 

radical than Neurath · s. For Neurath, unlike Carnap. makes no attempt w turn philosophy 
itself into an "objective··- purely technical- discipline. See the remarks on ;"\leurath 
in CJrnap !963a. :!2-24, 51-52, and cf. Uebel 1996. for a~. illuminating d~scussio~ of 
the relationship between Neurath's philosophy and hts pohucs. Thts stgmticant dtffer
ence between Carnap and Neurath seems to be missed in the otherwise quite useful 
discussion of the relationship between the Vienna Circle and the neue Sachlichkeit in 
Galison 1990. which generally ignores the important areas of disagreement between the 

two philosophers. . . . . . 
66. Heideooer himself is perfectly explicit about the connection between ms pohucal 

engagement ;;d his philosophical conception of the necessary .. historicality of Dasein" 
in -a -\\ell-known conversation (in !936) reported by Karl Li.iwith i\Volin 1991. 1-U). 
Curiouslv. this crucial connection seems to be missed in Bourdieu \988. an otherwise 
very mt~resting study of the relationship between Heidegger· s philosophy Jnd German 

neoconservatism. 
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Logic and the Inexpressible in 
Frege and Heidegger 

EDWARD WITHERSPOON* 

FREGE AND HEIDEGGER UE SO FAR APART on the philosophical spectrum that any sugges
tion that we might profitably discuss them together is apt to seem implausible. 
Frege's philosophical project is to clarify the foundations of mathematics; this 
leads him to a logical investigation in the course of which he invents most of the 
apparatus of modern symbolic logic. Heidegger embarks on a more general project, 
the elucidation of Being itself, which he approaches via an investigation of hu
man life (and, famously, death). The projects and methods of the two philoso
phers are so different that there is no obvious arena for a fruitful dialogue be
tween them. Indeed, it is fairly safe to suppose that each would have regarded the 
other's work as alien to his own: Frege would likely have regarded Heidegger's 
"existential analytic of Dasein" as a work of anthropology and social psychology 
that is of dubious relevance to philosophical questions, while Heidegger seems to 
have regarded the introduction of symbolic logic into philosophy as an attempt to 
reduce all thought to mere "calculation" and to avoid what Heidegger calls "es
sential thinking." • 

The differences between Heidegger and Frege can seem to be crystallized in 
their attitudes toward logic. For Frege, logic is the most general science-a sci
ence whose task is to articulate the principles that govern any investigation whatso
ever. By contrast, it appears that Heidegger wants to displace and dismantle logic in 
favor of a more fundamental kind of investigation: 

' Martin Heidegger, "Postscript" to "What is Metaphysics?", Joan Stambaugh, trans., in Walter 
Kaufmann, ed., Existentialism from Doestoevsky to Sartre, rev. ed. (New York: Meridian, I 989), ~6~. In this 
context it should be noted that Heidegger has nothing against symbolic logic so long as it remains in 
what he regards as its proper place. An indication of this is the admiration for Frege's "On Concept 
and Object" and "On Sense and Meaning" that Heidegger expresses in his early "Neuere Forschungen 
uber Logik," in his Gesamtausgabe, vol. I, Friihe Schriften (Frankfurt a. M.: Klostermann, I978), ~o. 

* Edward Witherspoon is Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religion at Colgate U n iver
sity. 

journal of the History of Philosophy val. 40, no. I (2002) 89-!13 

193 



90 JO!;RNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 40:1 JANUARY 2002 

[T]he destiny of the reign of "logic" (i.e., the traditional interpretation of thinking) in 
philosophy is ... decided. The idea of "logic" itself disintegrates in the turbulence of a 
more originary questioning.' 

Heidegger seems to believe that this more fundamental investigation, which he 
calls "metaphysics," will be hampered by a rigid adherence to logical principles. 
Frege surely would have rejected Heidegger 's idea of an investigation that is more 
fundamental than logic, and he would have regarded any attempt to pursue "meta
physics" (or any other investigation) without respecting the laws oflogic as deeply 
confused. 

Given the differences between Frege and Heidegger, how could the thought 
of one possibly throw light on that of the other? I will argue that despite their 
seemingly stark differences on the statm; of logic in philosophy, they both find 
that, in the course of analyzing thought and thinking, they are forced to engage 
in reflection that lies outside the bounds of logic. For each philosopher finds 
himself in possession of an insight that by his own lights cannot properly be stated. 
Moreover, this inexpressibility is in each case a consequence of the insight itself; 
in grasping the insight one sees why it cannot be expressed. Each philosopher 
considers it crucial to somehow convey his insight to his audience, despite its 
inexpressibility. Both Frege and Heidegger recognize the difficulty of conveying 
what is inexpressible, and they attempt to resolve this difficulty in ways that turn 
out to be deeply similar. By considering them together and recognizing these 
similarities, we can come to notice and understand aspects of their respective 
positions that have been missed by those who look at them separately. 

My paper falls into three major parts, whose respective topics are Heidegger, 
Frege, and the parallels between them. My discussion of Heidegger emphasizes 
his treatment of "the Nothing" in Being and Time and in the lecture "What is Meta
physics?". A central concern of these works is to show that an understanding of 
the world as a whole is a condition for the possibility of making assertions or 
having thoughts about objects; I argue that when Heidegger makes remarks about 
"the Nothing"-remarks that have been criticized as illogical by many analytic 
philosophers-he is attempting to draw our attention to the logical difficulties 
inherent in his discussion of the world as a whole. Although he himself recog
nizes that his utterances are logically defective, he thinks that they can neverthe
less convey his metaphysical insights to his readers. 

My discussion of Frege focuses on his explication of the elements of a judg
ment whose content is a simple predication. He argues that in reflecting on the 
structure of such a thought it is absolutely essential to distinguish the thought
components that he calls "concepts" from those he calls "objects." In "On Con
cept and Object" and related writings, he comes to recognize that the sentences 
in which he attempts to express this distinction are, by his own standards, logically 

' "What is Metaphysics?", David Farrell Krell, trans., in Martin Heidegger, Pathmarlu, William 
NcNeill, ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), 92.. This is a translation ofHeidegger's 
inaugural lecture at Freiburg, delivered and first published in 192.9, now included in Gesamtausgabe, 
vol. 9. Wegmarken (Frankfurt a. M.: Klostermann, 1976). Hereafter I cite Krell's translation (some
times with slight emendations) as ''WIM." 

The parenthetical remark appeared in the original version of "Was ist Metaphysik?" but not in 
later ones. 
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ill-formed. Yet he thinks that these logically defective utterances can nevertheless 
convey his essential insights to his readers. 

In the conclusion, I make the parallels between Heidegger and Frege explicit, 
and thereby show that despite their different conceptions of logic 's relation to 
philosophy they share a commitment to conveying the inexpressible. In closing I 
mention the difficulties inherent in this commitment and sketch the lines that a 
criticism of Heidegger and Frege might take. 

I. DASEIN'S UNDERSTANDING OF BEING 

Heidegger's principal concern in the works I will be discussing is the "question of 
being." For our purposes the important thing is not this question itself, but rather 
the groundwork Heidegger lays for posing it. To be in a position to pose the 
question of being, Heidegger thinks we must recognize what is sometimes called 
the "ontological difference." This is the difference between Being ( das Sein) and 
entities ( das Seiende), which Heidegger expresses in formulations like the following: 

The Being of entities 'is' not itself an entity.' 

Heidegger uses "das Seiende" to refer to what there is, to all the particular things 
that we are able to encounter-that is, to think about or do something with. (This 
usage can be captured by the English "everything," although I will use the more 
conventional translation "entities.") While das Seiende is what there is, das Sein 

(Being) is what it is to be an entity. It is the answer to the question of what makes 
an entity an entity. Heidegger says that Being is "that which determines entities as 
entities, that on the basis of which entities are already understood, however we 
may discuss them in detail" (Being and Time, 2 s-6). 

Heidegger approaches the task of articulating Being via an investigation of a 
particular kind of entity, namely, human beings, or Dasein. He takes this approach 
because he thinks that Dasein always has an understanding of Being, though this 
understanding is typically inexplicit and confused. It is an understanding exhib
ited in Dasein 's comportment toward entities, but is not typically articulated. 
Heidegger sees his task as clarifying and rendering explicit the understanding of 

' Heidegger, Being and Time, John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson, trans. (New York: Harper 
and Row, 1962.), 2.6. 

The terms "das Sein" and "das Seiende" pose special problems for the translator. Both terms are 
substantives derived from the verb sein (to be). Either could be translated naturally as "being." But 
since Heidegger makes an absolutely crucial distinction between das Seiende and das Sein, we need to 
mark the different terms in English. 

Macquarrie and Robinson and most other translators use "Being" for das Sein. Some translators 
use the lower-case "being,~ in ~n effort to demystifY the Seinsfrage.l see no advantage in this: Heidegger 
h1mself ms1sts that what 1s bemg inveSLigated when we investigate das Sein will not be obvious, and 
using the lower..:ase can make it hard to keep track of the ontological difference. 

Translators differ in their renderings of "das Seiende": some use "beings," some "entities," some 
"_wha~is.".~o~e of these is perfect: "beings" m.akes it hard to keep track of the Being/beings distinc
tion.; entmes loses the etymological connection between das Sein and das Seiende, "what is" is gram
matically awkward. Because I want to avoid both the risk of conflating das Sein with das Seiende and 
grammatical awkwardness, I will use "entities," except where I resort to the expedient of bringing the 
German into the text. 

I will alter quotations from translations as necessary to consistently render "das Sein" as "Being" 
and "das Seiendi' as "entities." 
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Being that Dasein already possesses prior to its pursuit of explicitly philosophical 
inquiry. 

Heidegger starts with the idea that Dasein 's understanding of Being is exhib
ited in its knowing what things are. There are at least two ways Dasein can exhibit 
a knowledge of what something is: it can take up and use the thing in the course 
of its practical pursuits, or it can say what the thing is and say something about 
what characteristics it has. Heidegger thinks that the ability to grasp a particular 
entity either practically or theoretically -to know what it is-presupposes a grasp 
of the totality to which it belongs. In using an entity in one 's practical activities or 
in making statements about an entity, one grasps the entity as an instance of a 
certain type within a structured range of possible types; one grasps it as possessing 
certain features out of a range of possible features of which one has a prior under
standing. To give a simple example: in order for me to be able to say that the table 
is brown, I must be able to identify things as tables (as opposed to chairs, desks, 
bureaus, etc.) and to recognize the color brown (as opposed to red, orange, etc.). 

Heidegger believes that Dasein, as part of its understanding of Being, has an 
understanding of the most comprehensive totality -the totality that allows us to 
recognize any entity as an entity. This is the totality of entities as a whole. In The 

Essence of Reasons, Heidegger describes Dasein 's understanding of this totality as 
follows: 

Human Dasein, an entity situated in the midst of entities and relating itself to [behaving to
ward] entities, exists in such a way that entities as a whole are always manifest, and manifest 
as a totality. But this totality must not be conceived in any explicit fashion; its range is 
variable, and the fact that it belongs to Dasein can be concealed. We understand this total
ity without grasping, or "completely" investigating, the whole of manifest entities in all 
their particular connections, realms, and strata.• 

Entities as a whole [ das Seiende im Ganzen] are manifest to Dasein, even though 
Dasein does not grasp every individual entity. Dasein understands the totality. 
And it is Dasein 's understanding of this totality-the manifestness of the totality 
to Dasein-that makes it possible for Dasein to grasp (in either a practical or an 
articulate manner) any entity at all, including Dasein itself. To encounter an en
tity-to recognize something as what it is -is to locate it within the totality of 

entities. 
Heidegger uses the term "world" for the totality within which Dasein locates 

itself and encounters other entities. So we can say that Dasein 's understanding of 
the world makes it possible for Dasein to encounter any particular entity. Because 
Dasein understands the totality of entities [ das Seiende im Ganzen], Dasein can 
perceive, think about, and talk about particular entities. As Heidegger puts it: 

As a .totality, world "is" no particular entity but rather that by means of and in terms of 
which Dasein gives itself to understand [signifY] what entities it can behave toward and how it 
can behave toward them. (The Essence of Reasons, 8 5) 

My topic is a problem that arises from Heidegger 's reflections on this doctrine. 
He comes to see a logical problem in his attempts to describe the relationship 

• Heidegger, The Enence of &asons, Terrence Malick, trans. (Evanston, IL: Northwestern Upiver
sity Press, 1969), 83-5. 

196 

LOGIC AND THE INEXPRESSIBLE IN FREGE AND HEIDEGGER 93 

between Dasein 's grasp of the world, or of entities as a whole, and Dasein 's ability 
to encounter particular things. I now turn to the way this problem emerges in 
''What is Metaphysics?". 

2. THE GUIDING QUESTION OF "WHAT IS METAPHYSICS?" 

The ostensible topic of Heidegger 's lecture ''What is Metaphysics?" is the charac
ter of inquiry in the sciences (the Wissenschaften) .l But since the way researchers 
encounter the objects of their studies is a special case of the way Dasein encoun
ters entities, Heidegger promptly turns to the general issue of what makes it pos
sible for Dasein to make assertions about, or think about, das Seiende. He says: 

In this "pursuit" [of science] nothing less transpires than the irruption by one entity called 
"the human being" into the whole of entities [das Seiende im Ganzen], indeed in such a way 
that in and through this irruption entities [das Seiende] break open and show what they are 
and how they are. (WIM, 83) 

The main point of the lecture is to explicate Dasein 's relation to das Seiende im 

Ganzen-the relation that allows entities to show what they are and how they are. 
Heidegger attempts to clarify Dasein 's relation to das Seiende im Ganzen by way 

of contrast with what it is not. He writes: 

As surely as we can never comprehend absolutely the whole of entities in itself, we certainly 
do find ourselves stationed in the midst of entities that are unveiled somehow as a whole. 
In the end an essential distinction prevails between comprehending the whole of entities 
in itself and finding oneself in the midst of entities as a whole. The former is impossible in 
principle. The latter happens all the time in our Dasein .... No matter how fragmented 
our everyday existence may appear to be, however, it always deals with entities in a unity of 
the "whole," if only in a shadowy way. (WIM, 87) 

Heidegger distinguishes finding ourselves in the midst of entities as a whole -
which is the characteristic ofDasein that he seeks to clarify -from something that 
is "impossible in principle. "It is impossible to "comprehend absolutely the whole 
of entities in itself." 

What exactly is said to be impossible? There are two ways in which someone 
might think she could comprehend the whole of entities. One way would be to 
run over every entity in thought, to think about everything in turn. But even if this 
were humanly possible, it would not bring entities "as a whole" into view. The 
whole of entities is an organized totality; you would fail to grasp this totality as a 
totality if you simply thought about each entity one at a time. 

The second way in which it might seem that one could comprehend the whole 
of entities is, not to think about every entity in turn, but to grasp the whole to 
which all entities belong. This is what Heidegger declares to be impossible. He 
thinks it is confused to suppose that one could, as it were, get outside the whole of 
entities in thought, and from this perspective conceive the whole. To try to turn 
the whole of entities into an object of thought in this way would be to treat the 
whole of entities as an entity. But the world is not an entity; it is instead that to 
which we are related in such a way that we are able to encounter entities. Accord-

' I will occasionally use the German word as a reminder that Heidegger's investigation is not 
concerned exclusively with the natural sciences, but expressly includes all fields of knowledge. 
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ing to Heidegger, whatever our relation to the whole of entities is, it is fundamen
tally different from our relation to a particular entity that we comprehend. 

Heidegger's claim that Dasein can never grasp or comprehend the whole of 
entities seems to contradict Heidegger 's doctrine concerning Dasein 's relation to 
the world. According to that doctrine, Dasein always has an understanding of 
entities as a whole, and this understanding is what makes it possible for Dasein to 
encounter any particular entity. But now Heidegger has said that it is impossible 
for Dasein to grasp the whole of entities. Heidegger finds himself committed both 
to the view that Dasein must understand entities as a whole and to the view that 
Dasein cannot grasp or comprehend entities as a whole. 

The tension between these views is an expression of the predicament in which 
Heidegger finds himself when he investigates the conditions for the possibility of 
encountering (using in a competent manner, thinking about, talking about) enti
ties. I will suggest that ''What is Metaphysics?" is Heidegger's attempt to extricate 
himself from these seemingly incompatible commitments. But in order to read 
''What is Metaphysics?" this way, we first have to figure out what is going on when 
Heidegger introduces what appears to be a bizarre, if not absurd, change of topic -
namely, the Nothing. 

3· ENTITIES AND THE NOTHING 

Heidegger has claimed that entities as a whole [ das Seiende im Ganzen] are not 
themselves an entity; they are not an external object nor a potential object of 
thought. We may see Heidegger as moving from this claim to a discussion of "the 
Nothing" in three steps. First, he says that the totality of entities is no thing. Sec
ond, he says that when entities as a whole are revealed to us what is revealed is 
nothing. Third, he poses the following question: what is the character of this Noth
ing that is revealed? 6 

In these three steps we may identify two distinct verbal transitions involving 
Heidegger's use of the word "nothing": (i) a transition from saying that the total
ity of entities is not any thing to saying that the totality of entities is nothing; (ii) a 
transition from using the word "nothing" in expressions like "Nothing is revealed to 
Dasein" to using it as a substantive in statements and questions about the Nothing 
that is said to be revealed. Each of these two transformations invites the objection 
that Heidegger is twisting words and deforming language to such an extent that 
what he is saying is at best highly misleading and at worst meaningless. I think an 
examination of this objection will clarify what Heidegger takes himself to be do
ing when he discusses "the Nothing" in Being and Time and ''What is Metaphysics?". 

The first transformation is most explicit in Heidegger 's discussion of anxiety 
in Being and Time. In both Being and Time and "What is Metaphysics?", anxiety fig

ures as a fundamental mood of Dasein in which Dasein 's relation to entities as a 
whole ("Being-in-the-world ") is revealed. 7 Heidegger first says that what is revealed 

' I will capitalize "Nothing" when it is used to translate Heidegger's "das Nichts." The capitaliza
tion marks that Heidegger is using the gtapheme "Nichts" in a nonstandard way, and that his word 
may turn out to be a neologism. 

7 Although I will not say much about anxiety in this paper, my argument ought to clarifY the 
logical status of Heideggcr's talk about anxiety. 
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in anxiety (that in the face of which Dasein is anxious) is not an entity: "That in 
the face of which one has anxiety is not an entity within-the-world " (Being and 

Time, 2 3 I). It then comes naturally to say: "Nothing which is ready-to-hand or 
present-at-hand within the world functions as that in the face of whic_h anxiety is 
anxious" (ibid.). This is expressed, Heidegger thinks, when, after anxiety has sub
sided, we say that "'it was really nothing"' (ibid.; cf. WIM, 89). 

But Heidegger also says, "as a phenomenon ... the wurld as such is that in the face 

of which one has anxiety" (Being and Time, 2 3 I). Again, "Being-anxious ~iscloses, 
primordially and directly, the world as world" (ibid., 232). If we combme these 
two ways of describing that in the face of which one is anxious, we may conclude 
that the world is nothing. This is, at best, a highly misleading formulation. Even if 
it is right to say that the world as a whole is not an entity, or that it is no thing, it is 
perverse to express this by saying that the world is nothing. For th~s ~atter ~xpres
sion suggests that the world is nonexistent, or perhaps (on a more idiOmatic read
ing) that the world is insignificant. And neither of these suggestions can possibly 
capture what Heidegger means. . 

Heidegger in effect concedes that it is misleading to say that the world .'s noth
ing, but the way he expresses this concession hardly clears matters up. ~e1degger 
explicitly acknowledges the equivalence between the world and nothm_g that _I 
just inferred when he writes "the Nothing-that is, the world as such-1~ that m 
the face of which anxiety is anxious " (ibid.). The concession comes when He1degger 
describes that in the face of which Dasein is anxious: 

But this Nothing ready-to-hand ... is not totally nothing. The Nothing ready-to-hand is 
grounded in the most primordial 'something'-in the wurld. (ibid.) 

The world, Heidegger says, is not really nothing; it is the "most primordial 'some
thing.'" This means that Heidegger is not in earnest when he says or implies that 
the world is nothing. We can understand him as using a form of words that, though 
literally false, is supposed to remind us that the world is not itself a thing, but is 
rather that totality within which particular things can manifest themselves. 

But now the way Heidegger has framed his rejection of the idea that the world 
is nothing involves the second transition I mentioned above. Heidegger moves 
from the claim that that in the face of which Dasein is anxious is nothing within
the-world to the claim that that in the face of which Dasein is anxious is the Nothing 

(which he then glosses as "the world as such"). That is, he takes the word "noth
ing," which has been functioning as a logical particle in expressions like "nothing 
ready-to-hand," and turns it into a substantive, viz., "the Nothing." 

This is the move that has drawn the critical fire of Rudolf Carnap and, follow
ing him, of many analytic philosophers. 8 Carnap cites several of Heidegge~ 's sen
tences about the Nothing as examples of metaphysical nonsense. Accordmg to 
Carnap, Heidegger is trying to use-a logical particle as a substantive; that attempt 
violates the rules governing the logical structure of sentences, and consequently 
Heidegger's sentences about the Nothing are nonsense. 

• Carnap's critique is contained in "The Elimination of Metaphysics through the Logical Analysi_s 
of Language," A. Pap, trans., in A.J. Ayer, ed., Logical Positivism (Glencoe, IL: Free Press, 1959). Pho
losophers who have followed Carnap's lead in criticizing Heidegger include A.J. Ayer, W. V. 0. Qume, 
and George Pitcher. 
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To understand what Heidegger is up to, it will be helpful to consider whether 
this criticism is successful. The first thing to note is that Carnap 's criticism wouldn 't 
apply ifHeidegger were simply introducing a new use of the string ofletters "noth
ing." If Heidegger were clear about when he is using the string "nothing" as a 
logical particle and when he is using it as a substantive, and if we could figure out 
what the words "the Nothing" referred to, then Carnap would have no grounds 
for saying that Heidegger is producing nonsensical utterances. (Carnap might 
still regard Heidegger's coinage as a confusing or unhelpful piece of terminol

ogy; but such a criticism would fall far short of the charge of nonsensicality that 
Carnap actually levels.) 

But Heidegger deprives himself of this kind of defense against Carnap 's criti
cism. In the way Heidegger introduces his talk of the Nothing, he appears to 
deliberately blur the two uses of the string "nothing" that a defense against Carnap 
would require him to hold firmly distinct. He seems to insist that the substantive 
use of the string (in the expression "the Nothing") is the same as-or is implicit 
in-the use of "nothing" as a logical particle. In the passages I quoted above, after 
saying that that in the face of which Dasein is anxious is nothing ready-to-hand, 
Heidegger refers to "this Nothing ready-to-hand," as though the former use of 
"nothing" implied that there is something he can refer to as "this Nothing." This 
seems to be exactly the sort of attempt to turn a logical particle ( "nothing ready
to-hand") into a substantive ("this Nothing ready-to-hand") that Carnap criticizes. 

The passages we have examined so far come from Being and Time, but the same 
verbal transitions occur also in ''What is Metaphysics?", and they occur there in a 
setting that seems especially calculated to raise the ire of philosophers like Carnap. 
Such philosophers take their inspiration and their topics of investigation from 
the sciences. And in ''What is Metaphysics? " Heidegger purports to direct his in
vestigation to the status of the sciences; in particular, he says he is concerned to 
characterize the proper domain of the Wissenschajten in the spirit of a "scientific 
man." And he begins his investigation of the domain of the sciences with a thought 
that ought to be congenial to scientifically minded philosophers. To characterize 
the domain of the Wissenschaften, to say what it is they study, it is quite natural to 
say that they study everything: any entity can be a topic of scientific investigation. 
Heidegger expresses this idea when he WTites: 

What should be examined is das Seiendeonly, and besides that-nothing; das Seiende alone, 
and further-nothing; solely das Seiende, and beyond that-nothing. (WIM, 84) 

Now we might wonder whether this formulation is likely to spring naturally to the 
lips of a scientifically minded philosopher. Such a philosopher might well say, 
'The sciences study everything there is. "But he would likely find it strange to add 
"and beyond that nothing." We could perhaps imagine a scientifically minded 
philosopher saying, "The-sciences study everything there is-and nothing there 
isn't," where the appended phrase is meant to say that the sciences do not study 
pseudo-objects like witches and astrological influences. If the "and beyond that
nothing" that Heidegger puts in the mouth of his "scientific man" is meant in 
some such way, then perhaps there will be no reason for a scientifically minded 
philosopher to object to Heidegger 's formulation. 
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But regardless of whether the phrase "and beyond that-nothing" can be made 
to seem part of a natural characterization of the domain of the Wissenschaften, 

Heidegger is sure to elicit the Carnapian objection when he says the following 
about the scientific man's statement of the domain of the Wissenschajten: "[W) hat 
is remarkable is that, precisely in the way scientific man secures to himself what is 
most properly his, he speaks, whether explicitly or not, of something different " 
(WIM, 84). According to Heidegger, when the scientific man tries to express what 
the sciences concern themselves with (namely, what there is, das Seiende), he men
tions-in addition to what there is-nothing. And Heidegger then turns his at
tention to the Nothing that the scientific man allegedly refers to; he asks, "How is 
it with this Nothing?" Heidegger seems to be assuming that the statement "The 
sciences study das Seiende, and further-nothing" involves a reference to "the 
Nothing." Heidegger even seems to think that a study of the Nothing is particu
larly urgent because it is the one thing the sciences ignore. He WTites: 

The Nothing is rejected precisely by science, given up as a nullity .... If science is right, 
then only one thing is sure: science wishes to know nothing of the Nothing. (WIM, 84) 

If Heidegger is in fact assuming that when one says 'The sciences study das 

Seiende, and further-nothing" one is referring to something called "the Noth
ing," if he is in fact assuming that "nothing" is the name of "something different" 
from das Seiende, then it seems that Carnap 's criticism is justified. To unmask the 
fallacy that Heidegger seems to be committing, we need only a passing acquain
tance with modern logic. • Logical reflection shows that the word "nothing" as it 
appears in the scientific man's statement is not the name of something; rather it is 
a logical particle which is used to form a negated existential statement. To make 
the example more tractable, let's reformulate the scientific man's statement so as 
to bring its use of "nothing" to the fore: "Nothing falls outside the scope of the 
Wissenscha.ften. "' 0 Using the standard tools of modern logic, we may symbolize this 
as: -(3x)Ox, where Ox = "x falls outside the scope of the Wissenscha.ften." This 
shows that the word "nothing" disappears into the logical analysis; there is no 
symbol corresponding to it; it is not a name. We seem forced to conclude -as 
Carnap does-that if only Heidegger would take cognizance of this insight, he 
would give up the idea that there is some mysterious nonexistent thing called 

"nothing" that calls for metaphysical investigation. 
I think that Carnap is right that one would have to be confused to claim that the 

scientific man, in saying that the sciences study das Seiende and nothing else, is refer
ring to something called "the Nothing."" But I want to challenge the assumption 

• Actually, we do not need any instruction in logic at all. Even children can appreciate the silliness 
of an adult answering their complaint "There is nothing to play with around here" with "Grab that 
nothing and start playing with it." We must presume that Heidegger too is aware of the manifest 
silliness of supposing that the use of "nothing" as a logical particle involves a referential use; we need 
an interpretation of him that can accommodate such an awareness. 

•o I am assuming that this sentence captures the meaning of "The Wissenschaften study das Seiende 
and nothing else"; but in any case "Nothing falls outside the scope of the Wissenschaften" is in the spirit 
of the scientific man's statement. 

" I here credit Carnap with a valid criticism of what he takes Heideggcr to be doing in the 
passage at issue. But! actually think that, even if we grant that Heidegger really is confused in the way 
that Carnap t.akes him to be, Carnap's criticism still misses its mark. In making his criticism, Carnap 
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of Heidegger's critics that we have to attribute this claim to Heidegger. I have 
granted that it can easily look as though Heidegger is trying to conflate the use of 
"nothing" as a logical particle with his idiosyncratic use of "the Nothing" as a 
~ubst_antive. But a closer examination shows that this is not in fact what Heidegger 
IS tr}'lng to do. Carnap 's criticism assumes that Heidegger is using "the Nothing" 
as a referring expression, and that Heidegger attributes such a referential use of 
"nothing" to the scientific man as well. But immediately after he introduces the 
phrase "the Nothing," Heidegger raises the question of whether it even makes 
sense to regard "the Nothing" as a referring expression; later he concludes that 

the Nothing is not an entity of any kind, and so it is not something that can be 
referred to in the straightforward way in which we refer to entities. 

These features of Heidegger's use of "the Nothing" are quite difficult to un
derstand, and in the next section I will try to come to terms with some of the 
difficulties they entail. But they are already sufficient to show that Carnap 's criti
cism-based as it is on the assumption that Heidegger is using "the Nothing" to 
refer to some thing-misses its mark. Still, an interpretative puzzle remains: why 
does Heidegger seem to attribute a reference to the Nothing to the scientific man? 
That is, why does Heidegger say that "when science tries to express its own proper 
essence it calls upon the Nothing for help" (WIM, 84)? Why does he say that the 
scientific man, in saying that the sciences study das Seiendeand nothing else, "speaks, 

whether explicitly or not, of something different" (WIM, 84)? I would suggest 
that in making this particular transition from the scientific man 's statement to his 
own investigation of the Nothing, Heidegger is speaking tongue-in-cheek. He knows 
full well that the scientific man isn 't referring to something he calls "the Noth
ing"; as we've seen, according to Heidegger the Nothing isn't even something 
one can refer to in the usual way. Heidegger is trying to make the point that the 
scientific man, whether he realizes it or not, presupposes an understanding of das 

Seiende of the sort that Heidegger 's metaphysical investigation aims to elucidate. 
This presupposition won't be obvious to the scientific man, and so Heidegger 

uses a slightly high-handed, even cheeky, formulation to draw attention to it. We 
can bring out the way the scientific man implicitly presupposes an understanding 
of das Seiende by reconsidering the attempt to provide a logical analysis of the 
scientific man's statement. Its logical symbolization is-( ::k)Ox. Heidegger is con
cerned with that which has to be in place in order for us to understand such a 
symbolization. One salient feature of the symbolization is the use of the quanti
fier. Our grasp of the quantifier involves a grasp of the role that quantified state
ments play in inferences; for example, my grasp of the quantifier "all" in "All 
whales are mammals" must involve my understanding of its role in the inference 
from "Moby Dick is a whale" to "Moby Dick is a mammal. " My ability to grasp 
quantified statements is inseparable from my ability to grasp statements about 
particulars. Heidegger's.investigation is supposed to explain the ability to grasp 
statements about particulars and thereby to explicate what makes it possible for 
us to understand the symbolizations of formal logic. 

has to say that Hcidegger is actually using the logical particle as a substantive. But I think there is no such 
thing as using a logical particle in tl•at way. I argue for this claim in my "Conceptions of Nonsense in Camap 
and Wiugenstein. ··in Alice Crary and Rupert Read, cds., The New Wittgerutein (New York: Routledge, 'woo). 
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The other noteworthy feature of the symbolization-( 3x) Ox is the presence of 
a negation symbol. In order to understand this symbolization, we must know what 

it is to negate an existential statement; understanding this kind of negation re
quires understanding how negation works in general. This is a second aspect of 
our thinking that Heidegger wants to elucidate. He holds that negation is partly 
constitutive of thinking: every thought is negatable, and a thought is what it is 
partly by virtue of its being the negation of another thought. His account of the 
Nothing is an attempt to elucidate negation. He notoriously claims that negation 
arises out of the Nothing: "the Nothing is the origin of negation, not vice ~ersa " 
(WIM, 9 :z.). Without pausing to try to explicate this claim, we may take the general 
point that Heidegger's discussion of the Nothing is meant at least in part as an 
account of the possibility of negation. 

On my interpretation, when Heidegger suggests that the scientific man is re
ferring to the Nothing, he is trying to draw attention to the need for a metaphysi
cal investigation of whatever it is that underlies the investigation of particular 
entities that is the business of the Wissenschaften. He may or may not succeed in 
bringing about such reflection on the part of scientifically minded philosophers -
the reception of Heidegger by the analytic tradition provides little occasion for 
optimism in this regard-but he is not falling into the plain logical confusion that 
Carnap attributes to him. 

I would maintain further that Carnap and other analytic critics haven 't ad
dressed the metaphysical issues Heidegger is concerned with. Carnap considers it 
a sufficient refutation of Heidegger 's discussion of the Nothing to produce logi
cal symbolizations that show that the word "nothing" is used to form negated 
existential statements. Heidegger could respond that the use of the word "noth
ing" in negated existential statements is exactly the sort of thing that he wants to 
clarifY. While Carnap seems to think that providing a logical analysis of a sentence 
like "Nothing lies outside the scope of the Wissenschaften" is the end of philosophi
cal inquiry, Heidegger thinks it is just the beginning. His aim is to explicate that 
which makes it possible for us to understand quantification and negation. When 
Heidegger asks, "How is it with this Nothing?", part of what he is concerned with 
can be expressed by such questions as: "How does the logical particle do its work? " 
and "How is Dasein able to understand the negation and quantification in terms 
of which sentences like the scientific man's are analyzed?". The logical analysis of 
sentences presupposes answers to these questions; it does not provide them. In 
sum, Carnap and other critics do not see that Heidegger is engaged in a metaphysi
cal inquiry into the understanding of entities that is presupposed by logical analysis. 
Heidegger's inquiry may or may not actually shed any light on the character of this 
understanding, but we should credit him with a genuine interest in the metaphysi
cal underpinnings of the uses of language that symbolic logic seeks to represent. 

Heidegger's investigation of the possibility of encountering particular entities 
impels him to discuss entities as a whole. In this section, I have considered the way 
Heidegger turns his talk about entities as a whole into talk about the Nothing, 
and I have suggested that Heidegger would maintain that modern logic 's analysis 
of the role of the word "nothing" actually presupposes the understanding of the 
Nothing that he aims to elucidate. But now we have to confront the apparent 
illogicality of referr!ng to the Nothing. 
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4. HEIDEGGER'S VIOLATION OF LOGICAL CONSTRAINTS 

We have seen that Heidegger's talk of the Nothing belongs to his attempt to ar
ticulate that which makes it possible for us to encounter (to manipulate in a com
petent manner, to think about, to talk about) entities at all. Our encountering 
any particular entity presupposes that entities as a whole have been revealed to us. 
But this revelation is difficult to describe, for entities as a whole ( das Seiende im 

Ganzen) are not another entity. As we have seen, Heidegger is led to say that the 
revelation of das Seiende im Ganzen is the revelation of the Nothing. He then frames 
his question about the conditions for the possibility of encountering entities as 
''What is the Nothing? ". 

The first thing Heidegger notes about his question is that it is logically pecu
liar. He formulates the paradox involved in asking about the Nothing as forcefully 
as his harshest critics: 

What is the Nothing? Our very first approach to this question has something unusual about 
it. In our asking we posit the Nothing in advance as something that "is" such and such; we 
posit it as an entity. But that is exactly what it is distinguished from. Interrogating the 
Nothing-asking what and how it, the Nothing, is--turns what is interrogated into its op
posite. The question deprives itself of its own object. 

Accordingly, every answer to this question is also impossible from the start. For it 
necessarily assumes the form: the Nothing "is" this or that. With regard to the Nothing, 
question and answer alike are inherently absurd. (WIM, 85)" 

The question ''What is the Nothing?" appears to be directed toward an object, 
viz., the referent of the expression "the Nothing." Asking a question or making an 
assertion presupposes an object about which we ask or assert something. Ques
tioning and asserting are ways in which Dasein encounters entities: questions and 
assertions direct our attention to the entities they are about. If the sentences in
volving the words "the Nothing" are questions and assertions, then the Nothing 
must be the sort of thing that can be the topic of questions, assertions, or judg
ments-that is, it must be an entity. ' 3 

But Heidegger's point in using the words "the Nothing" for the topic of his 
inquiry is to emphasize that what he is investigating is different from entities. The 
Nothing is not an entity but is instead that which makes all thought about entities 
possible. Heidegger declares that the Nothing is distinct from entities, from any 
possible object of thought; but he wants to think and talk about the Nothing, and 
thought and talk always have an object. Thus it seems that Heidegger is commit
ted both to the claim that the Nothing is not an object of thought and to the claim 
that the Nothing is an object of thought. Hence Heidegger concludes that "[ w] ith 
regard to the Nothing, question and answer alike are inherently absurd. " 

"Heidegger makes essentially the same argument in the lectures published as An Introduction to 
Metaphysics, Gregory Fried and Richard Polt, trans. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2ooo), 25ff. In 
general, the treatment of the Nothing in these lectures follows the lines laid down in "What is Meta
physics?". 

''This argument is based on Heidegger's discussion of assertion in Being and Time (Section 32, 
"Assertion as a derivative mode of interpretation"). He is thinking principally of simple predications 
(e.g., ''The hammer is too heavy"). but his argument concerning the way assertions point out and 
direct our attention to entities also applies to more complicated assertions (e.g., "Mammals are warm· 
blooded"). 

204 

LOGIC AND THE INEXPRESSIBLE IN fREGE AND HEIDEGGER IOI 

The contradiction inherent in talk about the Nothing is essentially a reprise of 
the tension between Heidegger 's commitments both to the idea that Dasein must 
understand entities as a whole and to the idea that Dasein cannot comprehend 
entities as a whole. This problem is not an artifact of his idiosyncratic expression 
"the Nothing"; even if he eschewed the words "the Nothing" and only talked about 
entities as a whole the same problem would arise. Entities as a whole are not an 
entity; one cannot make entities as a whole an object of thought. But then how 
can we think about entities as a whole? How is it that Dasein can (indeed, must) 
have a grasp of entities as a whole? The problem oftalking about the Nothing just 
is the problem of talking about entities as a whole, and this problem is in turn the 
problem of talking about the world: in each of these cases we appear to have an 
assertion about something, but there is no object to which it is directed. 

In having incompatible commitments, in saying things that are "inherently 
absurd," Heidegger violates a principle that he takes to belong to logic, namely, 
the principle ofnon-<:ontradiction. In discussing the question ''What is the Noth

ing?", Heidegger acknowledges as much: 

The commonly cited ground rule of all thinking, the proposition that contradiction is to 
be avoided, universal "logic" itself, lays low this question. For thinking, which is always 
essentially thinking about something, must act in a way contrary to its own essence when it 
thinks of the Nothing. (WIM, 85) 

To understand how this raises an internal problem within Heidegger 's work, we 
need to consider Heidegger's views about logic. Many readers of Heidegger
both hostile and friendly-assume that Heidegger wants somehow to do away 
with logical constraints. They think that Heidegger wants to engage in an inquiry 
that need not respect the fundamental principles of logic, e.g., the principle of 
non-<:ontradiction. But such readings are difficult to reconcile with views about 
logic that Heidegger expressed just one year before he delivered "What is Meta
physics?". These can be found in the transcription of a lecture course published 
as The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic. In these lectures, Heidegger embraces a 
thesis that most analytic philosophers would find congenial, namely, the thesis 
that thinking requires following the rules of thought. Heidegger singles out four 
traditional rules of thought: the principle of identity, the principle ofnon-<:ontra
diction, the principle of excluded middle, and the principle of sufficient reason. 
He characterizes the relation between such principles and thought as follows: 

These basic principles ( Grund-Siitze] are not rules alongside a thinking that would be deter
mined from elsewhere, but they are the grounds for statements [Siitze] in general, grounds 
which make thinking possible.'' 

According to Heidegger, the basic principles of thought make thinking possible. 
Thinkers owe allegiance to the principles oflogic; there is no such thing as think
ing that ignores them. This applies even to metaphysical thinking: 

Every science, including metaphysics, and every form ofprescientific think~ng.uses, as thin~
ing, the formal rules of thought. Using the rules of thought m the thmkmg process ts 
uncircumventable." 

•• Heidegger, The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic, Michael Heim, trans. (Bloomington, IN: lndi· 
ana University Press, 1984), 19.ln subsequent quotations I will occasionally modify Heim's translation. 

'' Heidegger, The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic, 104. 
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Heidegger's commitment to the uncircumventability of logic means that it can
not be right to say that he wants to pursue an inquiry in the absence of logical 
constraints. But then "What is Metaphysics?" presents a formidable interpretative 
problem. To say that the principles of logic make thinking possible means, at a 
minimum, that when a thinker recognizes that she is in violation of the laws of 
logic, she is obliged to bring herself into conformity with them. If she refuses to 
modifY her cognitive position as regards the violation, Heidegger 's conception of 
logic entails that she does not then have a thought, even though she may mistak
enly take herself to have one. Since Heidegger recognizes that his talk of the 
Nothing is incompatible with the principle of non-contradiction, his conception 
of logic would seem to require that he modifY or withdraw this talk. But Heidegger 
does no such thing. He concedes "the ostensible absurdity of question and an
swer with respect to the Nothing" and "the formal impossibility of the question of 
the Nothing" (WIM, 8 6). He says that "the objections of the intellect would call a 
halt to our search" (WIM, 87). But he persists in his search nonetheless; he says 
that this "formal impossibility" and "the objections of the intellect" should not be 
allowed to derail his metaphysical investigation. 

Heidegger is in a difficult predicament. Some of his most fundamental com
mitments are in conflict. On the one hand, his conception of logic implies that 
there is no such thing as a thought about the Nothing. But, on the other hand, 
when he attempts to elucidate how the revelation of das Seiende im Ganzen makes 
possible our thoughts about entities, he finds himself compelled to think about 
the Nothing in just the way ruled out by his own conception of logic. In the face of 
this conflict, Heidegger perseveres with his investigation of the Nothing. What 
does this signifY? Does it mean that he is giving up his conception of logic, or that 
he is denying that logic applies to metaphysics? Does he have some way of bring
ing his commitments into harmony? 

5· HEIDEGGER'S ATTEMPT TO OVERCOME HIS PREDICAMENT 

Any attempt to understand the status of Heidegger 's talk of the Nothing must 
take in to account Heidegger 's openness about the problematic character of asser
tions and questions about the Nothing. Heidegger has scarcely introduced his 
question "What is the Nothing?" when he makes the point that, since "thinking ... 
is always essentially thinking about something " (WIM, 8 5), the very question itself 
involves a logical incoherence. Furthermore, Heidegger alludes to his view that 
all thinking owes allegiance to the laws of logic, or, in other words, that there can 
be no such thing as illogical thought. He writes: 

Since it remains wholly impossible for us to make the Nothing into an object, have we not 
already come to the end of our inquiry into the Nothing-assuming that in this question 
"logic" (i.e., logic in the usual sense in which one takes this term) '6 is of supreme impor
tance, that the intellect is the means, and thought the way, to conceive the Nothing origi
nally and to decide about its possible unveiling. (WIM, 85) 

' 6 This parenthetical remark appeared in the original 1929 version but was later deleted. 
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Here Heidegger implies that using thought in answering a question is to assign 
"logic" supreme importance.' 7 This is a restatement of his basic commitment in 
The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic. But he has departed from his earlier position 
in one crucial respect. In The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic Heidegger regards 
any sort of inquiry (even metaphysics) as thinking and as therefore owing alle
giance to the laws of logic. But now in "What is Metaphysics?" he says that the 
notion that the metaphysical question of the Nothing is to be addressed by think
ing is merely an assumption. He thereby suggests that there is some alternative 
mode of inquiry, different from thinking and not beholden to logic, to pursue the 
question about the Nothing. We are now in a position to see how this inquiry is 
supposed to proceed. 

What lesson does Heidegger want us to take from his arguments that his in
quiry into the Nothing is formally impossible, that every question or statement 
about the Nothing is ostensibly absurd? I suggest that what Heidegger wants us to 
conclude from the incompatibility between his conception of logic and his sen
tences involving "the Nothing" is the following: the sentences that purport to be 
about the Nothing are not assertions or questions. If the sentences are not asser
tions or questions, then they will not be subject to the logical strictures that ques
tions and assertions are, and they will not have to be about some entity. If the 
sentences are not assertions or questions, then we need not think that "the Noth

ing" refers to an entity. 
It might well seem that this interpretative option (taking Heidegger 's sentences 

involving "the Nothing" to be neither assertions nor questions) is no favor to 
Heidegger. On my reading, Heidegger wants us to realize that his sentences do 
not express thoughts. His sentences appear to have cognitive content, but 
Heidegger, on my reading, wants us to regard this appearance as deceptive. It 
would thus seem that I am reading Heidegger precisely as Carnap does when he 
declares that Heidegger's metaphysical writings do not even get as far as express

ing thoughts. 
To see how Heidegger, on my reading, differs from his critics, we need to con

sider what happens when Heidegger puts forward sentences that appear to be 
assertions, even while he emphasizes their logical defects. The sentence "The 
Nothing makes it possible for us to encounter entities, "for example, appears to 
tell us something about the Nothing; "the Nothing" seems to be functioning as a 
referring expression. When Heidegger reminds us of the peculiar character of 
the Nothing, we are supposed to recognize that "the Nothing" is not a referring 
expression. But then the meaning that we thought we could hear in "The Noth
ing makes it possible for us to encounter entities" is not available. The sentence 

"I believe that Heidegger uses scare-quotes around "logic" in order to refer to the usual philo
sophical articulation of the basic principles of logic, or what he also calls the "traditional interpretation 
of thinking" (WIM, 92, note c), (In The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic he lists these traditional prin
ciples as the principles of noncontradiction, of excluded middle, of identity, and of sufficient reason.) 
Heidegger does not want to commit himself to the claim that these traditional principles do in fact 
capture that to which any thinking owes allegiance. But his purpose in "What is Metaphysics?" is not to 
challenge whether some particular set of logical principles adequately captures that to which any 
thinking owes allegiance, but rather to challenge the idea that metaphysical thinking owes allegiance 
to any set of logical principles. 
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misfires; it fails to express anything. But in seeing the precise way in which the 
sentence misfires, we come to see (Heidegger thinks) what it is that makes it pos
sible for Dasein to encounter entities. When we see exactly why "the Nothing" 
and "das Seiende im Ganzen" do not refer to anything, we come to see how our 
relation to the whole of encities underlies our encounters with particular entities. 

It is tempting to try to give a positive formulation of the insight into the neces
sary conditions for encountering entities that Heidegger seeks to convey; I have 
just yielded to this temptation by writing the phrase "our relation to the whole of 
entities underlies our encounters with particular entities. " But any such positive 
formulation will use an expression (e.g., "the whole of entities") that purports to 
refer, and so will fail to capture the inexpressible insight that Heidegger seeks to 
convey. At best, such a sentence can evoke the insight in a reader. Heidegger 's 
sentences about the Nothing and entities as a whole do not say anything; never
theless, according to Heidegger, they show something through their breakdown. 
Moreover, it is the very thing that these sentences show -the very insight they 
provide-that precludes them from saying anything. For when we grasp the in
sight we will understand that "the Nothing" (like "encities as a whole" and "the 
world") is not a referring expression, and that sentences that purport to use these 
words as referring expressions do not say anything. Precisely by not saying any
thing, Heidegger's sentences can show this insight to the discerning reader; and 
this is why he stresses that his sentences do not say anything. 

6. FREGE's PREDICAMENT AND HIS ATTEMPT TO OVERCOME IT 

The predicament that we have been examining bears important similarities to 
one that Frege finds himself in when he tries to explain his logical vocabulary in 

"On Concept and Object. "' 8 By considering how Frege attempts to extricate him
self from his predicament we will gain a new perspective on Heidegger 's project. 
From this perspective, we will be able to see that Heidegger 's metaphysical inves
tigation of the conditions for the possibility of thought is a project of the same 
general type as Frege 's logical investigations of the structure of thought. And we 
will be able to see that the resort to logically suspect locutions is not simply a 

consequence of Heidegger 's idiosyncratic project or supposed antipathy to logic, 
but is instead a move that is quite compelling when one reflects on the fundamen
tal structure of thought. 

In laying out the logical symbolism he calls "Begriffsschrift, "•• Frege distin
guishes various kinds of propositional components. He distinguishes, for example, 
between objects and concepts, which are represented by different kinds of ex
pressions when sencences are symbolized in Begriffsschrift. A sentence express
ing a simple predication is represented by a well-formed combination of an ob

ject-expression and a concept-expression. 
One of Frege 's fundamental ideas is that the meaning of a sub-sentential ex

pression is the contribution that it makes to the meaning of the sentence in which _/ 

'' P. T. Geach, trans., in Translations from the Philosophical Writing> of Gottlob Frege, P. T. Geach and 
M. Black, eds., 3rd ed. (Oxford: Blackwell, 1980). Hereafter cited as "CO." 

'9 I use the German word without italics to refer to Frege's system of logical notation. 
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it appears. Different kinds of sentence components are distinguished by the dif
ferent functional roles they play in making up meaningful sentences. For an ex
pression to be a concept-expression, for example, is for it to play a predicative 
role in the sentences in which it appears; for an expression to be an object-expres
sion is for it to stand for that which is said to fait under a concept in the sentences 
in which it appears. One way Frege explains the functional role of a concept
expression is by saying that it stands in need of supplementation; a concept-ex
pression is unsaturated, or, in other words, its sign in Begriffsschrift has blanks 
which have to be filled in, in order to yield a sentence. We can represent a con
cept by WTiting, e.g., "_is a horse" (CO, 4 7n). Object-expressions, by contrast, 
are saturated; they fill the blanks in concept expressions so as to yield sentences. 
According to Frege, a sentence that expresses a simple predication, e.g., "Black 
Beauty is a horse," can be analyzed as consisting of a predicative part ("_is a 
horse"), which stands for ( bedeutel) a concept, and a subject part ( "Black Beauty"), 

which stands for an object. 
Since object-expressions and concept-expressions play distinct functional roles 

in making up a complete sentence-since object-expressions are saturated while 
concept-expressions are unsaturated-an expression cannot at one and the same 
time stand for both a concept and an object. Frege stresses this point when, at the 
outset of The Foundations of Arithmetic, he lays down his guiding principles, one of 
which is "never to lose sight of the distinction between concept and object. "

10 
In 

a discussion of Frege 's views, a philosopher named Ben no Kerry claimed that in 
certain cases this distinction does not hold. In these cases, Kerry claimed, a single 
expression is serving simultaneously as a concept-expression and an object-ex
pression. Frege's response to Kerry's examples will bring out the predicament in 

which he finds himself. 
Kerry thinks that an expression is serving as both a concept-expression and an 

object-expression in sentences like the following: 

The concept hqrse is a concept easily attained. 

The expression "the concept horse" would certainly seem to be the name of a 
concept, namely, the concept horse. Indeed, the sentence says that the concept 
horse is a concept; ifthe sentence is true (as it surely seems to be), then the expres
sion "the concept horse" means a concept. Yet when one applies Frege 's methods 
of analysis to Kerry's example it turns out that the words "the concept horse" are 
functioning as an object-expression: "the concept horse" names a saturated item 
that is combined with the concept expressed by "-is a concept easily attained." 
Thus Kerry concludes that the expression "the concept horse" stands for both a 

concept and an object. 
In his response to Kerry, Frege says that this argument involves a misunder

standing of what it is to be a concept and what it is to be an object. To use Frege 's 
techniques of analysis properly, we cannot assume that "the concept hqrse" stands 
for a concept. To determine what this expression stands for, we must consider only 
its role in the sentence. Since its role is to serve as the subject of predication (and 

•• Gotllob Frege, The Fl1Undations of Arithmetic, J. L. Austin, trans., 2nd rev. ed. (Evanston, IL: 

Northwestern University Press, 1980), x. 
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it is not itself predicative), this expression names an object, not a concept. In 

K~rry's exa~ple, "the concept horse" is not a concept-expression. Frege expresses 
this conclusion when he says, "the concept horse is not a concept. " 

There is something peculiar about this conclusion, as Frege acknowledges: ' 

It must inde~d be recognized that.here we are confronted by an awkwardness oflanguage, 
whiCh I a~ mit cann~t ~e av?tded, tf we say that the concept horse is not a concept, whereas, 
e.g., the ctty of Berhn ts a ctty, and the volcano Vesuvius is a volcano. (CO, 46) 

This "awkwardness oflanguage" is not confined to isolated or contrived examples. 
It appears whenever one tries to identifY a concept as such. And such attempts 
occur whenever one tries to explain Frege 's logical system. One of his basic tenets 
is that the "fundamental logical relation is that of an object 's falling under a con
cept."» If we then describe a particular thought-£ontent in these terms, we will 
say, for example, that the sentence "Black Beauty is a horse" says that the object 
~amed .by ~lack Beauty falls under the concept horse. But now "the concept horse" 

Is functwnmg as the name of one item in relation to another (the object named 
by "Black Beauty"), and so, by Frege 's criterion of what it is to be a concept, these 
words do not express a concept. So we fail to properly express the fundamental 
logical relationship that the sentence instantiates. 

Here is Frege's description of this predicament and of a way to address it: 

In logical di~cussions one quite often needs to say something about a concept, and to 
express thts tn the form usual for such predications-viz. to make what is said about the 
concept i~to the content of the grammatical predicate. Consequently, one would expect 
that what ts meant ~y the ~rammatic~ subject would be the concept; but the concept as 
such ~an not play thts part, m vtew of tts predicative nature; it must first be converted into 
an object, or, more precisely, an object must go proxy for it. We designate this object by 
prefixing the words 'the concept'; e.g.: 

'The concept man is not empty.' 

Here the ~rst. three words are to be regarded as a proper name, which can no more be 
used predtcattvely than 'Berlin' or 'Vesuvius.' (CO, 46-?) 

According to Frege, an object "goes proxy" for the concept. But this means that 
what we appear to say about the concept (e.g., that it is easily attained, or that it is 
not empty) is not said about the concept at all, but about this proxy object. In
deed, even when Frege says, "An object must go proxy for the concept, "the words 
:·the concept" do not name a concept; they already name one of these proxy ob
Jects that he means to be explaining to us. Frege wants to pin down a concept and 
to make it a subject of predication, but the concept always slips away. 

The problem with Frege 's sentences is not simply that they fail to capture his 
thought. They suffer from a logical defect as well. Consider an example of the sort 
of sentence that unavoidably arises in logical discussions: 

The concept horse is a component of the judgment expressed by "Black Beauty is a horse." 

This statement is, we now see, false: "the concept horse" is the name of an object, 
but the only object referred to in "Black Beauty is a horse" is Black Beauty. But the / 
sentence is supposed to convey an insight to the reader, and it is supposed to be 

. " Frege, Pos.thumous Writing>, H. H.ermes, F. Kambartel, and F. Kaulbach, eds., P. Long.and R. 
While, trans. (Chtcago: UmversttyofChtcago Press, 1979), 118. 
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able to do this because the object designated by "the concept horse" is going proxy 
for the concept. The special form of representation that Frege calls "going proxy 
for" must be the proxy object's playing a saturated role on behalf of a thought
component that is essentially predicative, or unsaturated. And in order for the 
proxy to be of any use in getting around the awkwardness of expression, it must 
be capable of allowing us to "say something [true] about a concept." If there are 
any truths in this area at all, surely one of them is "The concept horse is a compo
nent of the judgment expressed by 'Black Beauty is a horse. "'Thus Frege is led to 

treat such sentences as strictly speaking false but as somehow also true. And this 
puts him in a logically untenable position. He cannot consistently regard the sen
tences he uses to convey his thought either as false or as true; but the distinctive 

characteristic of indicative sentences is that they are either true or false. Frege 
concludes that the sentences that he must use in order to lead the reader to his 
intended thought are not expressions of possible contents of judgments, but are 
misfiring expressions that are strictly speaking nonsensical. The problem with 
them is not that they are awkward or obscure or even false, but rather that they 
are not even sentences in the sense proper to logic. They lie outside logic 'spur
view. 

One might wonder whether Frege has to concern himself with such elusive 
things as concepts and objects. Couldn't he just forego all talk about such (appar
ent) items? To see why the answer is no, we have to recall Frege 's purpose in 
developing the Begriffsschrift. The Begriffsschrift is a symbolic language that is to 

assist us in analyzing our thoughts and expressions so as to clarifY their cognitive 
content. Analysis in terms of the Begriffsschrift requires distinguishing concepts 
and objects, and so when Frege describes his method of logical analysis or tries to 
instruct someone in its use, he comes out with sentences that are problematic in 
the way we have been discussing. Frege comes out with sentences that necessarily 
fail to say what he needs them to say. 

Moreover, Frege argues that any investigation of the logical structure of thought 
will encounter difficulties analogous to those he finds himself in. Thinkable con
tents have components, and logic's business is to decompose complete thoughts 
into these components in such a way that the inferential relations between think
able contents become clear. No matter what components a logician takes as the 
basic units of her particular brand of logical analysis, in describing these basic 
units she will find herself in a version of Frege 's predicament . ., 

" Many philosophers believe that Frege is wrong to claim that a version of his predicament will 
arise in any system of logical analysis whatsoever, for they think that there is (or must be) a technical 
solution of his paradoxes. There are at least two candidates for such a solution: one is a theory of types 
that would ban the formation of the paradoxical sentences that so exercise Frege; the other, offered 
by Michael Dumrnett, is a recipe for replacing the problematic Fregean sentences with supposedly 
unproblematic ones. For example, Dummeu would replace the illegitimate sentence 'The concept 
hOTSe is a concept" with "'A horse is something which everything either is or is not' (i.e., 'For every a 
either a is a horse or a is not a horse')" (Michael Dumrnett, Frege: Philosophy of Language, 2nd ed. 
[Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, I98I). 216-7). 

It is beyond the scope of this essay to evaluate whether either of these proposals succeeds in 
circumventing the difficulty Frege sees in making an assertion about a concept. But I am inclined to 
think that they do not. In the case of a theory of types, it appears that the statement of the theory itself 
will involve statements of the kind Frege was suspicious of. Any theory of types will somehow have to 
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Frege expresses this conclusion when he writes: 

[O]ver the question what it is that is called a function in Analysis, we come up against the 
same obstacle; and on thorough investigation it will be found that the obstacle is essential, 
and founded on the nature of our language; that we cannot avoid a certain inappropriate
ness of linguistic expression; and that there is nothing for it but to realize this and always 
take it into account. (CO, 55) 

This passage expresses Frege 's conviction that any attempt to describe the logical 
components of sentences will necessarily misfire. It also expresses Frege 's convic
tion that the misfiring can be overcome: he thinks that if both he and his reader 
always take into account the fact that "a certain inappropriateness of linguistic 
expression" is unavoidable, then they can reach an understanding that will con
vey the crucial insights. The possibility of achieving this understanding is described 
as follows: 

I do not at all dispute Kerry's right to use the words 'concept' and 'object' in his own way, 
if only he would respect my equal right, and admit that with my use of terms I have got hold 
of a distinction of the highest importance. I admit that there is a quite peculiar obstacle in 
the way of an understanding with my reader. By a kind of necessity of language, my expres
sions, taken literally, sometimes miss my thought; I mention an object, when what I intend 
is a concept. I fully realize that in such cases I was relying upon a reader who would be 
ready to meet me halfWay-who does not begrudge a pinch of salt. (CO, 54) 

If a reader will take his words with a pinch of salt, the misfiring of his sentences 
can be overcome, and Frege and his reader can come to an understanding -can 
come to grasp the same (inexpressible) thought. 

What exactly does Frege think is involved in this communicative transaction? 
We might elaborate Frege 's brief remarks along the following lines. In laying Q!lt 
the Begriffsschrift, Frege has been seeking to impart an understanding of what 
concepts and objects are and how to represent them in his symbolic notation. To 
this end, he has formulated sentences like "The concept man is not empty." At an 
early stage of our introduction to logical analysis, we hear this sentence as refer
ring to the concept man, an item that is the very thing we predicate of individual 

specify which linguistic expressions belong to which types; this will entail specifying predicative ex
pressions without using them predicatively. But this is to violate Frege's doctrine that an expression 
belongs to a certain logical type only insofar as it is being used in the way characteristic of that type. 
The result ofthe attempt to specify logical types will be sentences like "The expression'_ is a horse' 
is a first-order predicate." which are just as problematic as sentences like "The concept horse is a con
cept." 

And it is not clear to me that Dummett's suggestion fares any better in avoiding paradox. For 
example, Dummett would recast "In that sentence, the concept horse is predicated of Black Beauty" as 
follows: "In that sentence, what·~ is a horse' stands for is predicated of Black Beauty ... Here the expres
sion "what·~ is a horse' stands for" is, according to Dummelt, "not a proper name but a predicative 
expression" (Dummeu, 214). But is the expression "what·~ is a horse' stands for" really predicative? 
In this example it is not functioning predicatively in a proposition, so by Frege's principle we will have 
to conclude that it is not a predicate, and if it is not after all a predicate, a version of the paradox will 
arise for Dummeu's reformulation too. 

These remarks obviously do not settle the issue of whether there is a technical solution of the 
paradox. (For further, provocative discussion, see Anthony Palmer, Concept and Object [New York: 
Routledge. 1988].) But for the purposes of my comparison ofFrege and Heidegger the most impor
tant thing is to note that Fregc himself (rightly or wrongly) thought that the paradox is inevitable 
because it is inherent in language itself. 
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men. But when we reflect more deeply on the character of objects and concepts 
(as Kerry's objection forces us to do), we are to recognize that such sentences 
misfire. At the earlier stage, when we hear such sentences as being about a con
cept, we have but an imperfect grasp of the distinction between concept and ob
ject. We do not fully appreciate this essential distinction until we see what is WTong 
with such sentences, for part of having a full understanding of the distinction 
between concepts and objects is seeing why any sentence that purports to say what 
concepts or objects are--i.e., any attempt to express the full understanding-is 
bound to misfire. If we fully understand the distinction between concept and 
object, we will see why that distinction cannot be properly stated. And how do we 
come to a full understanding of Frege 's point? As I read Frege, we come to this 

understanding by recognizing what the misfiring sentences are, as it were, trying 

to say and why they fail to say it. Frege 's sentences do not say what the distinction 

is, but they show what it is. 

7. CoNCLUSION 

Now we are in a position to bring out the resemblances between Frege 's predica
ment and Heidegger's. Heidegger wants to explicate what it is to have a thought 
about a particular entity. To encounter a particular entity in this way presupposes 
an understanding of entities as a whole, das Seiende im Ganzen. But the sentences 
in which Heidegger discusses das Seiende im Ganzen prove to be logically problem
atic. They appear to be about some entity; but this appearance is deceptive, be
cause das Seiende im Ganzen is to be distinguished from any particular entity. Yet if 
the sentences are not about some thing, then, by Heidegger 'sown lights, they are 
not assertions, and they do not communicate any statable content. Nevertheless, 
Heidegger thinks that, by drawing attention to their absurdity, he can bring his 
audience to grasp his crucial but unstatable doctrine concerning the relation be
tween having a thought about a particular entity and having an understanding of 
entities as a whole. To grasp his doctrine is to see why the statements that initially 

purport to express it in fact fail to say anything. 
Frege wants to explicate the logical structure of propositions (or, in his idiom, 

thoughts). This explication requires him to distinguish concepts and objects. But 
the sentences in which he expresses this distinction prove to be logically problem
atic. He forms sentences that appear to have a concept as their logical subject; but 
this appearance is deceptive, because concepts are to be distinguished from logi
cal subjects. His sentences are in a certain sense ill-formed; they necessarily fail to 
express the distinction that he wants to draw between concepts and objects. Nev
ertheless, he thinks that his sentences can serve as hints, which, if his readers 
meet him halfway, can lead them to grasp his crucial but unstatable insight -the 
insight that we try but fail to express in such misfiring formulations as "A simple 
predication is to be analyzed as bringing an object under a concept. "To grasp his 
insight is to see why the sentences that initially purport to express it in fact cannot 
do so; when he considers these sentences in the strictest, most literal way, he re

gards them as nonsense. 
In drawing attention to this parallel, I don 't mean to elide the differences 

between Frege and Heidegger. They come to what they regard as their inexpress-
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ible insights by very different paths. Frege is searching for a perspicuous way to 
represent possible contents of judgment, a system of formal logic that adequately 
captures the logical relations among propositions. Heidegger is trying to articu
late that which enables human beings to make judgments about entities; he aims 
thereby to take a preliminary step toward articulating Dasein 's understanding of 
Being. Frege is unconcerned with how we come to grasp the thoughts (the con
tents of possible judgments) that he analyzes, whereas Heidegger, in his existen
tial analytic of Dasein, aims in part to explain the human ability to think. For 
Heidegger, Frege's project can have at best a secondary importance, since it pre
supposes the sort of understanding Heidegger wants to analyze. •• This difference 
in their projects can in turn explain the differences in their reactions to their 

respective employments of logically defective expressions. Frege purports to be 
operating on thought with thought; he is making (and trying to express) judg
ments about the nature of judgment. Consequently, the "inappropriateness of 
linguistic expression" that inevitably arises in logical discussion is a problem, some
thing to be worked around by readers and authors meeting halfway, by readers ' 
readiness to take an author's misfiring words with a pinch of salt. On the other 

hand, because Heidegger is trying to get to a level of Dasein 's kind of existence 
that lies below thinking, that lies below the making of moves within the realm of 
logic, he can at least initially be untroubled by the discovery that what goes on at 
that level is not subject to the laws of logic. He can be prepared to embrace, 
indeed almost to celebrate, the illogicality of attempts to describe this pre-logical 
aspect of Dasein 's existence. 

But these differences do not diminish the parallel I have drawn. What 
Heidegger's rejection of the sovereignty of logic comes to is, as we have seen, the 
notion that there is a way of conducting an inquiry and of imparting insights that 
does not involve asking questions or making assertions and so lies outside logic 's 
purview. It now appears that Frege too is (implicitly) rejecting the sovereignty of 
logic when he seems to make assertions about concepts. An indication of the 
parallel is the resemblance between Heidegger 's remark, 'With regard to the 
Nothing, question and answer alike are inherently absurd " (WIM, 8 5), and the 
following statement of Frege 's: 

The word 'concept' itself is, taken strictly, already defective, since the phrase 'is a concept' 
requires a proper name as grammatical subject and so, strictly speaking, it requires some
thing contradictory, since no proper name can designate a concept; or perhaps better still 
[would be to say that it requires] something nonsensical.'• 

In making the statements that serve to bring their audiences to grasp what it is to 
be a thought about an object (respectively, to be a judgment about some particu-

''Michael Friedman's interpretation ofHeidegger suggests a further respect in which Heidegger 
would have regarded Frege's inquiry as of secondary importance. Friedman portrays Heidegger in 
Being and Time as coming to terms with a problem he inherited from the neo-Kantian tradition (espe
cially as embodied in Heinrich Rickert), namely, the problem of explaining how laws from the 
atemporal, ideal realm of logic can apply to actual, temporal thinking about concrete objects. Frege 
(whom Freidman does not discuss in connection with Heidegger) was comparatively unmoved by the 
neo-Kantian problem of explaining logic's connection with thinking. See Michael Friedman, A Part· 
ing of the Ways: Carnap, Cassirer, and Heidegger (Chicago: Open Court, z.ooo). 

•• Frege, Posthumuus Writings, 177-8 (my interpolation). 
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Jar entity which has been identified against a background of entities understood 
as a whole, to be the bringing of an object under a concept), Frege and Heidegger 
come into tension with the conception of logic that they both inherit from Kant, 
and which Kant expresses as follows: 

If, now, we set aside all cognition that we must borrow from objects and reflect solely upon 
the use of the understanding in itself, we discover those of its rules which are necessary 
throughout, in every respect and regardless of any special objects, because without them 
we would not think at all.'' 

Kant conceives the laws of logic as rules without which "we would not think at all. " 
This is the conception of the laws of logic that Heidegger embraces in The Meta
physical Foundations of Logic when he says that "Using the rules of thought in the 
thinking process is uncircumventable" (104). Frege likewise endorses Kant's con
ception when he says the following about the laws of logic: 

[T]hey are the most general laws, which prescribe universally the way in which one ought 
to think if one is to think at all. ' 6 

Thus each philosopher finds that he has a conception of what it is to be a thought 
that rules out the possibility of making that conception of thought a possible con
tent of thought. And each philosopher responds to this paradox by self-{:onsciously 
using sentences that fail to express his insight (because they are "absurd" or "non
sensical"), but that are supposed to elicit the insight in the audience in some 

other way, to show it to them. 
My purpose in this essay has been to explain why both Heidegger and Frege 

find themselves caught in a tension between their own conception of the laws of 
logic as governing all thinking and their need to convey insights that lie outside 
the purview of those laws. I have argued that they try to resolve this tension by 
saying that their logically ill-formed sentences bring their readers to grasp these 
extra-logical insights. I have so far refrained from critically evaluating Heidegger 's 
and Frege's resolutions of the tensions that they confront, and I do not propose 
to render a final judgment on them here. Nevertheless, I will conclude with some 
remarks about what I think would be involved in criticizing the positions I have 

attributed to Frege and Heidegger. 
The line of criticism I envision would challenge the idea that Frege and 

Heidegger are in possession of .insights. I would argue that they have only the 
illusion of insights: they think that they have grasped a determinate cognitive con
tent, when in fact there is no content there to be grasped. In suggesting that 
Frege and Heidegger are under an illusion, I do not mean to diminish their re
spective achievements. Their illusions of insights (if indeed this proves to be the 
right way to describe their results) are responses to genuine philosophical needs. 
Frege and Heidegger recognize that certain philosophical positions are funda
mentally misguided, and they seek to expose these confusions by laying out an 
account of the nature of thought. I have been trying to bring out how, in giving 

'' Immanuel Kant, Logic, RobertS. Hartmann and Wolfgang Schwarz, trans. (New York: Dover, 

1974), 14. 
'' Frege, The Basic Laws of Arithmetic, Montgomery Furth, trans. and ed. (Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1964), 12. 
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such an account, they seem forced to think of what they are offering as insights 
that are extra-logical. In suggesting that what Frege and Heidegger have achieved 
are merely the illusions of insights, I am suggesting that there is no intelligible 
content to them. But I have been trying to show that it is quite intelligible that 
they find themselves under the illusion that they possess extra-logical insights, 
even if there is no intelligible content to the supposed insights themselves. 

This is not the place for a full discussion of the confused positions that Frege 
and Heidegger seek to untangle, but I will try to indicate them in a few words. The 
importance Frege initially attaches to the distinction between concept and object 
is that observing the distinction will show a formalist theory of fractional, nega
tive, etc., numbers to be untenable. 17 I think the ultimate importance of his con
ception of concepts and objects is that it provides for a critique of itemizing ac
counts of judgment (accounts, that is, which fail to recognize the characteristic 
unity of a judgment). 

Heidegger has grander aspirations. He aims to recover a relationship to Being 
that has been distorted or covered up by all Western philosophy since the ancient 
Greeks. One aspect of this project requires combating a conception of the rela
tion between thought and its object according to which thoughts are representa
tions that have their content quite apart from any relations between the thinker 
and the entities represented. On this (broadly Cartesian) conception of thought, 
the content of a thought is not affected by whether the entities that the thought 
represents actually exist; it does not even matter to the content of a thought whether 
any entities at all exist. Heidegger 's claim that a pre-theoretical grasp of das Seiende 
provides the ground for thought Uudgment, assertion) is meant, at least in part, 
to correct the distortions inherent in the conception of thought advanced, in 
different ways, by Descartes and Husser!. 

I would argue that Frege and Heidegger are right to criticize these targets. But 
their respective methods of criticism require them to erect what appear to be 
systems of positive claims standing in opposition to the views they criticize but 
lying outside the purview of logic. This is an inherently unstable position, in that 
Heidegger and Frege are compelled to claim both that they are in possession of 
thoughts (insights, graspings which have cognitive content) and that the thoughts 
in question are not subject to the laws that are at least partially constitutive of 
thinking. In order to argue that Frege and Heidegger ought never to have devi
ated from their official conception of logic -in order, that is, to argue that we 
ought to regard what they say about concepts and objects and about the world as 
a whole as expressing merely illusions of insight -it would be necessary to find 
some other way of satisfying the genuine needs to which they are responding 
when they come out with their problematic utterances. It would be necessary to 
find another way of combating philosophical error, another mode of criticism. 

The aim of such a mode of criticism would be to expose the target of criticism 
as confused rather than false. A critic in this mode would not regard herself as 
setting up a position in opposition to the target position, but as revealing the target 
to be only the illusion of a position. In the course of bringing out the confusion of 

., F rege. The Foundations of A nthmetic, X. 
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the target "position," this critic would no doubt have to come out with sentences 
that, like Frege 's and Heidegger's problematic utterances, seem to promulgate 
extra-logical insights. But this critic herself would recognize that these supposed 
insights are merely supposed, and she would try to bring her readers to recognize 
this also. At the end of the day, the critic I am envisioning would not be trying to 
advance any positive theory; she would seek to impart to her readers only an un
derstanding of how the targets of her criticism are confused, together with a cer
tain self-<:onsciousness about the means by which the confusion has been exposed. 18 

The criticism I am imagining is really quite similar to that offered by Frege and 

Heidegger. The crucial difference is that Frege and Heidegger unwittingly purvey 
mere illusions of positive insight, whereas the critic I envision would recognize 
that she is trafficking in illusions. If such a mode of criticism proves to be avail
able, we can address the genuine needs that elicit Frege 'sand Heidegger's prob
lematic utterances without having to advance alleged insights that are supposed 
to lie beyond the purview of logic. And only if we can succeed in this will we be 
entitled to find fault with Frege 's and Heidegger's convictions that they are in 

possession of extra-logical insights. 19 

•• The critic I am envisioning is the early Wittgenstein portrayed in James Conant, '1'he Search 
for Logically Alien Thought," Philosophical Topics 20 (I99I): I I 5~80, and his "Frege and Early 
Wittgenstein," in Alice Crary and Rupert Read, eds., The New W•ttgenstetn (New York: Routledge, 2ooo). 
and in Cora Diamond's essays "What Nonsense Might Be" and 'Throwing Away the Ladder: How to 

Read the Tractatus" in her The Realistic Spirit (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 199I). I will not enter upon 
the question whether Conant and Diamond are right about Wittgenstein; for my purposes it is enough 
that a mode of criticism such as they claim to find in Wittgenstein is possible. 

"I would like to thank John Haugeland, who guided me into Heidegger's work; Jim Conant, 
who pointed to important source material and helped me untangle numerous intell~ctual knots; 
David Finkelstein, who dispensed invaluable editorial and philosophical advice at cruct.al m~ments; 
and especially John McDowell, who encouraged my speculations with a steady stream of mciSive com
ments. 
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In Being and Time, Heidegger seems to have gotten the other minds 
problem backwards--taking it as obvious that we are in the midst of an 
intersubjective or "public" world and struggling with the question of how (in 
some sense) we come to know ourselves (given intersubjectivity, how to find 
an "I" or individuate myself). In what follows, I will try to make sense of 
Heidegger's backwardness here; to piece together the somewhat sketchy 
treatment of the traditional problem which prepares the way for his move in 
the opposite direction. 

Heidegger's discussion of our knowledge of others in Being and Time 
consists largely of brief and scattered remarks which look like conclusions 
without argument. t One is tempted to join Sartre in his charge that H eidegger 
has "solved" the philosophical problem by simply defining human existence 
as coexistence and awarding, without justification, privileged status to our 
ordinary beliefs. 2 

I will argue that Heidegger cannot be dismissed so easily. By placing his 
remarks about our encountering of others into the context oft he theory ofthe 
nature of things and the world which emerges from earlier sections of Being 
and Time. I will try to show that Heidegger offers a substantial criticism of, 
and a plausible alternative to, the traditional account of the relation of self to 
others which leads to the other minds problem. 

Being and Time represents, at least in part, Heidegger's response to 
Husserl's suggestion that a complete characterization of the "natural 
standpoint" (or attitude) would be a task of great importance--though one 
which Husser! could not take time to pursue, the more pressing task being the 

•Work on this paper was supported by a grant from the University of Ddaware. Earlier 
versions were read at the meeting of the American Philosophical As~ociation, Westc:m Division, 
1976, and at a number of universitio:s in the United States and Canada. I am grateful for many 
helpful suggestions made on these occasions. I. am particularly indebted to Hcctor-Neri 
Castaneda, Hubert Dreyfus, and Samuel Todes. 

•M. Heidegger, Being and Time, 1962--hereafter referred to as B& 7: pp.l53 163. 
lJ. -P. Sartre, Being and Nothingness, 1966. pp. 333-336. 
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study of the "transc~ndental standpoint" from which strictly philosophical 
prob_Iems could ~ ra1sed and solved. Reaching the transcendental standpoint 
requrred, accordmg to Husser!, only brief attention to the most general 
features of the world of the natural attitude.l He saw the task of further 
analysis of the mundane world as an important application of 
ph~nomenology, but not as potentially productive of major methodological 
ms1ghts. 

In his attempt to employ phenomenology in a careful examination of the 
w_orld o~ the ~atural attit~de ("everydayness''), however, Heidegger made 
d1Scovenes wh1ch led to h1s rejection of much of Husserl's transcendental 
metho~ and ~hi~h he took to undermine traditional metaphysics. One of 
these d1Scovenes IS that our most fundamental sense of things is not a sense of 
"mere things" whose basic properties are independent of us ("present-at
h~dj, but a sense of thihgs which matter to us, things as they fit into our 
act1ons and concerns ("ready-to-hand''), equipment in the broadest sense of 
the term. The important feature which distinguishes equipmental things from 
"mere thngs" is their essential embeddedness in a context of purposive human 
~ctivity. An "ite~" of equipment is not understandable as a separate, 
~ndepende~t par~1cular. A thmg (a hammer, for example) is what it is only 
msofar as 1t fits m a certain way into an equipmental totality (perhaps the 
tools ~nd wor~shop _of the carpenter) which in turn draws its significance 
from 1ts pl~ce m a ~1erarchy. of purposes and·projects (such as hammering, 
~ouse bull~mg, famlly sheltermg). The total network of purposes and projects 
IS what He1degger calls the "world"-the broadest pragmatic context in which 
things are encounterable. The relations holding between items in this context, 
along the se~uence of purposes or between "pieces" of equipmental 
~mpl~xes He1de~ger cal~s."reference" or "assignment. "Things encountered 
m. ordm~ry practical act1v1ty carry a reference in this sense to other things 
Wit~ wh1ch they are bound up and to the human purposes and projects in 
wh1ch they figure. Heidegger's claim is that these references are essential to a 
thing's being what it is.4 He takes it to follow that an appropriate ontology 
~ust ~y in the fac~ of tra~itional accounts by taking the equipmentality 
( readmess-to-hand ') of thmgs rather than "mere thinghood" as basic and 
purposive practical involvment with things ("being-in") rather than 
disinterested spectating as the fundamental relation between man and the 
world. Much of the argument for the correctness on this ontological approach 

lAt least at the time of Ideas; see pp. 95ff. 
4There is not space here to reproduce Heidegger's argument for the correctness of this claim. 

The argument occupies most of Chs. 2 and 3, Div. I of B& T; and in a sense, all of B& T can be 
viewed as defending this claim by showing that the account which results from it best fits the 
whole of our experience. One of Heidegger's more specific grounds for the claim is summarized 
below. 
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comes to something like this. If we take the equipmentality of things as basic, 
we can understand both the world of practical involvement and the world of 
"mere things" which traditional ontology describes; the latter being 
understandable in terms of the non-equipmentality or non-usability ofthings 
("unreadiness-to-hand'') which results from the breakdown or abandonment 
of ordinary practical activity. On the other hand, if we take "mere thinghood" 
as onto logically basic, we will not be able to build up the purposive referential 
context ("world'') of practical activity which makes the equipmentality (or the 
value) of things intelligible.s 

Against the background of this ontological account, Heidegger's remarks 
about our experience of others suggest two criticisms of the traditional 
treatment of the other minds problem. The first of these is a specification of 
the general claim that the traditional ontological approach6 produces a 
picture of the world and our interaction with it which does not fit our 
experience. Heidegger has in mind any theory which takes immediate 
presence as the principal criterion of the real or the knowable and leads to the 
following descending ontological/ epistemological scale: my own inner 
mental life and its contents, the external world of material objects, other 
subjects of experience like myself with inner mental lives oft heir own. Such a 
theory suggests that our experience of others ought to be divisible into the 
experience of their bodies as mere things and our less direct experience of 
them as complete persons via an inference7 which "adds" minds to bodies. 
Heidegger wants to say that our experience presents a very different picture. 
We do not actually encounter that mythical realms in which we would 
experience ourselves as isolated subjects (Heidegger, 1962): 

... we have shown that a bare subject without a world never 'is' proximally, nor is it ever 
given. And so in the end an isolated 'I' without others is just as far from being proximally 

given. [p. 152)9 

And the others we do encounter are not experienced as a composite of bodily 
thing and "tacked on" mental properties (Heidegger, 1962): 

The Others who are thus 'encountered' in a ready-to-hand, environmental context of 
equipment, are not somehow added on in thought to some Thing which is proximally just 

present-at-hand. 10 

'See 8&1', pp. 131-133. 
6The target here is Descartes; and Heidegger attempts to show·that later historical figureb 

(Kant, for example) may be viewed as working within the relevant Cartesian assumptions. See 

B&T, pp. 122-127. 
7Some form of the "argument from analogy." 
1Husserl's "sphere of ownness" in the Cartesian Meditations. 
9 B&T, p. IS2. Heidegger cites Scheler's Wesen und Formen der Sympathie to support his 

reading of these "facts" about the content of our experience. 
1o B&T, p. IS4. 
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This is not to suggest that such descriptive inadequacy is sufficient to 
undermine the tradition.:ll treatment of the other minds problem. Nor does 
Heidegger intend to offer a simple description of our ordinary experience as a 
solution to the standard epistemological puzzle. What he wants to do is draw 
attention to the ontology which underlies the other minds problem. 
Heidegger is looking, not for one more solution to the traditional problem, 
but for an ontological alternative to the theory which makes our experience of 
others so problematic in the first place. 

The gist of Heidegger's initial criticism of the traditional treatment of the 
other minds problem, then, is that we have reason to suspect that something is 
wrong with its ontological underpinnings. His second criticism attempts to 
put the finger on exactly what goes wrong ontologically when we try to 
explain our experience of others in the traditional way. Briefly put, 
Heidegger's charge is that traditional ontology cannot account for those 
general structures (or categories, if we can translate the point into very non
Heideggerian language) which make possible (or make sense of) our 
experience of others. One of the things needed to make this charge "stick" is 
an understanding of what happens when we change the subject from 
epistemology to ontology-a sense of what Heidegger is and isn't up to here. 
He is not primarily concerned with the separation of our experience of others 
into real and apparent, or with the validation of certain of our claims to know 
that or what another is thinking or feeling. The issue he wants to raise 
concerns something more like the "conditions for the possibility of' our 
experience of others, real or apparent. Heidegger wants to know how our 
experience, regardless of its epistemic credentials, is able to have "of 
otherness" about it-how our world comes to be structured in such a way 
that certain of its contents can be experienced as other subjects of experience. 
And the answer to this question will presumably bear on how we should 
describe and assess the particular experiences involved. It is in this sense that 
the ontological issue is prior to the epistemological one. 

Heidegger attributes to the tradition a stand on the ontological issue which 
includes the following. Starting from a point at which my ontology has room 
only for myself and things, I am motivated by the behavior of certain ofthese 
"things" to add to my world the ontological machinery for dealing with others. 
Heidegger's criticism is that this provides no explanation of the relevant 
ontological structures at all. We want to account for the ontological 
machinery which makes it possible to experience certain contents of the world 
as more than (or other than) things-and the traditional explanation seems to 
be that the experiencing of them as things and something more gives rise to 
the appropriate ontological machinery. To use Heidegger's terminology, this 
inverts the relationship between the "ontic" and the ontological, between 
actual experiences of others and the general structures which make such 
experiences possible. The actual (ontic) recognition of others which is 
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supposed to expand the world (ontologically) from private to intersubjective 
is unintelligible prior to the expansion (Heidegger, 1962): 

... Dasein, as Being-in-the-world, already is (ontologically) with Others. 'Empathy' (or 
any other kind of actual relating to others) does not first constitute Being-with; only on the 
basis of Being-with does 'empathy' become possible ... [p. 162]"11 

If we do experience "others" as "more than" things, it is because our 
ontological resources, from the start, exceed those of the solipsist's world and 
cannot possibly be explained in terms of the features of that world. At rock 
bottom, the world must be intersubjective in ontological structure, if not in 
fact (a "with world" in Heidegger's terminology), and my most fundamental 
sense of myself must include some sense of my being, at least in principle, just 
one of an indefinite number of subjects (in Heidegger's terminology, my 
"being" is essentially a "being-with'1. Or, to put the point a bit differently, the 
most elementary ontologial account of subject and world must have a place 
for the possible experience of other subjects. 

Following this line of reasoning, Heidegger returns to his earlier treatment 
of the world of practical activityl2 to show that the ontological theory which 
emerged from that discussion has the resources for making sense of 
intersubjectivity. The relevant points of this theory are: (I) the equipmentality 
or instrumentality ("readiness-to-hand") of things is ontologically basic; (2) 
the essential nature of human being ("Dasein') is purposive, practical 
involvement with things as items of equipment or instruments; and (3) the 
world is the referential JJ context generated by purposive human activity. 
Heidegger wants to show that this context (the "world') is necessarily 
intersubjective in ontological structure (a "with world') and that human 
being ("Being-in-the-world') is essentially "pnblic" or intersubjective (a 
"Being-with') independent of any actual experience of "others" (Heidegger, 
1962): 

Being-with ... (is) an existential attribute which Dasein, of its own accord, has coming to 
it from its own kind of Being ... (and not) by reason of the occurrence of Others (p. I 56]14 

Heidegger's story is as follows. Things in their equipmentality or 
instrumentality already carry an implicit reference to an open and indefinite 
intersubjectivity. Equipment is always encounterd in practial activity as 
having a certain generality or "publicness" attached to its usability. It is 
experienced as "usable by one." "what one uses to hammer," and so on.•s We 
do not experience and could not understand any item of equipment whose 

11 B& T, parenthetical material added. 
u B&T, Div. I, Chs. 2 and 3, summarized on pp. 248-249 above. 
Uln Heidegger's.sense of wreference"-see p. 248 above. 
1• B& T, parenthetical material added. 
., B&T, pp. 153-154. 
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usability would be private, not simply in fact but in principle. Correlatively, 
human activity-the practical utilization of equipment-takes on a certain 
general or public aspect. Every purposive enterprise ("project") is something 
"one can do"-one hammers," "one builds houses," and so on.•6 My sense of 
myself as practical subject is not one of privacy or uniqueness, but rather a 
sense of filling anonymously a set of essentially public roles which are 
indifferently or equivalently fillable by anyone. As a result, the context 
generated by practical activity is necessarily intersubjective in ontological 
structure; has, independent of any particular encountering of them, places for 
other practical subjects. And the human way of being, purposive, practical 
involement in the world, is a way of being related to possible others-as filling 
the same roles, engaged in the same or similar projects, using the same items 
of equipment, and so on. In Heidegger's (1962) words: 

The world of Dasein is a with-world. Being-in is Being-with Others.l7 
So far as Dasein is at all, it has Being-with-one another as its kind of Being. II 

This ontological understanding leads to a description of our actual 
experience of others which differs markedly from the traditional one.l9 
" ... Others ... show themselves ... in terms of what is ready-to-hand ... "20, 
For example," ... along with the equipment to be found when one is at work, 
those Others for whom the 'work' is destined are 'encountered \OO'. "21 Our 
most basic experience of others is not as objects of passive observation or 
theoretical cognition, but as co participants in the everyday world of practical 
activity. 

The strength of Heidegger's position seems to depend on its being taken as a 
response to metaphysical (or ontological) views-solipsism as a metaphysical 
thesis or any theory which takes the solipsist's world as the legitimate 
metaphysical/ ontological starting point. The Heideggerian reply is clear. The 
world cannot be limited to a solitary subject and his "private" experience. The 
practical activity of even a single human subject is sufficient to make the 
world of his experience "public" or intersubjective in ontological structure. 
What is not so clear is the way in which Heidegger's ontological story might be 
used to address the standard epistemological problems associated with our 
knowledge of others. What is at issue when epistemological problems are 
raised is not the "in principle" (ontological) intersubjectivity of the world, but 
its actual (ontic) intersubjectivity. And the "publicness" or intersubjectivity 
for which Heidegger argues seems to be compatible with my being, for all I 

1' B&T, p. 164. 
17 B&T, p. ISS. 
11 B&T, p. 163. 
I'Scc p. 249 above. 
zo B&T, p. 160. 
21 B&T, p·. 1S3. 
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can know, in fact the only subject around. Let me suggest briefly both why 
Heidegger did not address, and how he might nevertheless have addressed, 
this issue. 

Heidegger's investigation of "everydayness" revealed that the natural 
attitude and the practical activity constitutive of it enjoy an ontological 
priority over the traditional philosophic attitude and its theoretical activity 
which is removed as far as possible from the natural world of human concerns 
and purposes. 22 This means, for Heidegger, that any adequate philosophic 
account of human experience will have to be, at bottom, an account of the 
practical world on its own terms, from within the perspective of purposive 
involvement rather than from a theoretical standpoint divorced from the 
world it attempts to understand. Heidegger's hermeneutic method and 
revised version of Husserl's phenomenologyn purport to make philosophy 
possible within this constraint. What is important to our discussion is that 
within the context of this restriction solipsism as an epistemological problem 
cannot arise. Behind Heidegger's apparently factual account of the everyday 
world in which an "isolated I without others"24 is never given, lurks the much 
stronger H usserlian claim that a radical (i.e. philosophical) questioning of the 
givenness of others cannot occur within natural experience. Within the natural 
attitude specific experiences of others may be questioned, but only when these 
questions are concretely or practically motivated, and only against a 
background in which our ability to have had and to continue to have veridical 
experiences of other is presupposed-that is, only within a context which 
rules out in principle any radical or general doubt as to my ability to know 
that I am not the only subject in the world.2s So Heidegger's successful 
restriction of philosophy to the natural attitude (a consequence of his 
ontological theory) precludes his taking epistemological solipsism seriously. 26 
Heidegger's ontological story accounts for the possibility of our experiencing 
others and prescribes the following general explanation of our actual 

22See pp. 2-4 above, and B&T, p. 99. 
2lSee B&T, pp. 37-38, 49--03. 
z•see p. 5 above, and B&T, p. 152. 
zssee E. Husser!, Ideas, 1962, pp. 92-96; and Cartesian Meditations, pp. 83--85. See also my 

"Criteria, Perception, and Other Minds," Canadian Journal of Philosophy, VI, 2, June 1976, 
especially pp. 268-274, for a fleshing out of this claim which is free of phenomenological jargon. 

Z6H usserl avoids serious confrontation with this issue by making the opposite move. H usserl's 
radical separation of the natural and philosophic attitudes and his understanding of the 
consequent "unnaturalness" of philosophy (transcedental phenomenology) take the bite out of 
the other minds problem. Questions which seem initially to concern the referents of those 
conscious acts which are (at least apparently) of others, turn out really to concern only the 
meaning (in a very broad sense) of those acts. See D. Fflllesdal, "Huserl's Theory of Perception," 
Ch. 21 in Handbook of Perception, Vol. I, E. C. Carterette & M.P. Friedman ed. (New York: 
Academic Press, 1974); and my "Idealism and Solipsism in Husserl's Cartesian Meditations," 
Journal of the British Society for Phenomenology. VII, I, January 1976, pp. 53-.55. 
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experiencing of them. I experience others whenever I experience beings 
involved in the practical world of useful things and uses for them in a manner 
similar to that which is definitive of my own being. If the fabric of 
everydayness or the natural world is so tightly woven as to prohibit the usual 
philosophical questions, and ifthe general theory of the nature ofthings and 
the world in Being and time is roughly correct, then that is the whole story. 
The other minds problem is a pseudo-problem, its source a "backward" 
metaphysical/ ontological view. 

Finally, even if the world of ordinary experience is not as restrictive 
epistemologically as !fusser! and Heidegger believe it to be, there is still a way 
to bring Heidegger's ontological theory to bear on epistemological solipsism. 
The ontology of Being and Time provides a global theory of what there is and 
how it fits together, supported as a whole by its intuitive fit with our 
pretheoretical experience and by its explanatory power. This theory carves 
out correlative places for certain complexes of equipment and practical 
subjects with purposive roles which involve the utilization of that equipment. 
There are, in fact, actual items of equipment (surgical instruments, for 
example) which refer to purposive roles which I do not, and in some cases 
could not, fill.2' And there seem to be other practical subjects filling these 
roles who would, if actual, explain the existence and apparent utilization of 
such equipment. Heidegger's ontological theory commits us to the actual 
existence of these others at least to this extent-any philosophical (non
practical or non-concrete in motivation) questioning oft heir actual existence, 
being strictly theoretical in origin, will in effect put in question the entire 
ontology of Being and Time. This means that any radical or general 
questioning of our knowledge of others-the kind which has traditionally 
made epistemological solipsism attractive-will have to be embedded in a 
global ontological theory preferable to Heidegger's on grounds normally 
relevant for the comparison of theories. This restriction would make it 
extremely difficult to raise seriously the problem of other minds. 
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1. Philosophy's "Legitimate Heir" 

Richard Rorty began a series of lectures in the early seventies by saying, 
"Just as no one in the nineteenth century could go on doing philosophy 
without coming to terms with Kant, so no one in our century can go on 
doing philosophy without coming to terms with Wittgenstein and Hei
degger." Though not everyone would agree with this judgment, it does 
pose an interesting question about what it is we are supposed to come to 
terms with in the writings of these two figures. How are we to understand 
the upshot of their thought for philosophy? Rorty himself seems to hold 
that Wittgenstein and Heidegger are master diagnosticians of the tradi
tion whose "therapies" anc;l "de-structions" have enabled us to stop doing 
philosophy. In contrast, Charles Taylor claims that their writings open 
the way to a new type of inquiry into the conditions for the possibility of 
intentionality. In his view, what they offer is a "critique of epistemology in 
which we discover something deeper and more valid about ourselves [as 
agents], ... something of our deep or authentic nature as selves."' Rorty 
replies that Taylor has gone only halfway in grasping the consequences of 
Wittgenstein's and Heidegger's thought. For if human beings are truly 
"self-interpreting animals," if they are "interpretation all the way down" 
(in the phrase Taylor borrows from H. L. Dreyfus), then "there are lots of 
ways to describe, and thus to study, human beings," and hence "there is 
no metaphysical privilege attached to [the] way of describing them" as 
agents that Taylor advocates.' Taylor, for his part, thinks Rorty is too 
precipitous in taking the collapse of foundationalism to mean the end of 
philosophy. What Wittgenstein and Heidegger show us is not how to shut 

' "Overcoming Epistemology," in K. Baynes, J. Bohman, and T. McCarthy, eds., After 
Philosophy: End or Transformation? (Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1987), pp. 482.-83 
(henceforth •oE"). 

• "Absolutely Non-Absolute," Times Lit~rary Suppl~tmt, December 6, 1985, p. 1379. 
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philosophy down, but how to open up a new, nonfoundationalist kind of 
inquiry that can shore up our views on politics and society. 

Behind this debate is the shared assumption that Wittgenstein and Hei
degger have undermined what Rorty calls "epistemology-centered philos
ophy," and so have permanently shifted the ground on which philosophy 
moves. In what follows, I want to examine some of the convergences in 
the writings of Wittgenstein and Heidegger that justify this assumption, 
focusing especially on their descriptions of our everyday predicament as 
agents in the world and on their visions of the role of language in our lives. 
But there is a deeper question I want to address, and that is the question: 
What direction does their thought point for the future of philosophy? Is it 
purely negative, undermining traditional philosophical questions and 
putting nothing new in their place? Or is it positive in the sense of paving 
the way to a refurbished and transformed philosophy? Wittgenstein once 
spoke of the "legitimate heir" of the subject which used to be called 
"philosophy. " 3 The question, then, is: What, if anything, is philosophy's 
legitimate heir? Although it will be impossible to argue for it here, my 
hunch is that Taylor's positive vision of the future of philosophy is more 
defensible. 

At first sight it might seem bizarre to think that Wittgenstein and Hei
degger can be compared at all. Heidegger's Being and Time announces 
itself as a work of "fundamental ontology" whose aim is to lay a founda
tion for the regional sciences by posing "the question of the meaning of 
Being." Its turgid prose and heavy-handed architectonic mark it as a work 
in the grand tradition of metaphysics. The writings of the later Wittgen
stein, in contrast, consist of sprightly aphorisms, piecemeal therapies for 
"what we are tempted to say," and often inconclusive exchanges with an 
unidentified interlocutor. Where Heidegger is steeped in the history of 
philosophy and wants to "de-structure the history of ontology," Wittgen-

1 Wittgenstein, The Blue and Brown Books (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1958), pp. 
2.8, 62. (hereafter cited as 88). In the text I also use the following abbreviations: from 
works by Wittgenstein, PhilosophictJiln11estigatiom, trans. G. E. M. Anscombe (New 
York: Maanillan, 1967) = PI; On Certainty, trans. D. Paul and G. E. M. Anscombe 
(New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1969) = OC; PhilosophictJI Remarks, trans. 
R. Hargreaves and R. White (Oxford: Basil Blackwdl, 1975) = PR; Remarks on the 
Foundations of Mathematics, trans. G. E. M. Anscombe (Cambridge: MIT Press, 
1983) "' RFM; Zettel, trans. G. E. M. Anscombe (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1967) = Z; by Heidegger, Sein und Zeit (Tiibingen: Max Niemeyer, 1972.) = SZ, 
with translations from Being and Time, trans. J. Macquarrie and E. Robinson (New 
York: Harper llc Row, 1962.), which contains the German pagination in the margins. 
Unless otherwise noted, quotes from Wittgenstein's works refer to sections rather than 
page numbers. 
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stein concentrates on natural assumptions that arise when doing philoso
phy and generally ignores the history of philosophy. 

Yet despite these important differences, there are also some striking 
affinities in their thought. Both writers focus on our practical lives and 
criticize attempts to justify those practices by appeal to timeless truths 
about the nature of reason or to facts about the world. Both challenge rep
resentationalist accounts of our relation to the world - Wittgenstein by 
criticizing traditional theories of meaning and designation, Heidegger by 
questioning the primacy accorded "mere seeing" in the tradition. Both are 
"contextualists" in the sense of holding that, since we have no clear access 
to forms and categories of pure reason or to intuitions of essences, our 
starting point must be a description of our everyday situations in the 
world, or a "phenomenology of everydayness. "4 

The source of these similarities, I believe, is to be found in the 
"philosophies of life" that dominated so much of German thought at the 
tum of the century.' With the collapse of Idealism, and with the growing 
sense of a "loss of meaning" accompanying the ascendancy of positivist 
science, a natural response was to interpret the role of philosophy as try
ing to articulate what is contained in the contingent and temporal flow of 
life itself. So we find Schopenhauer's demand that philosophy begin with a 
"hermeneutic" of concrete life-forms, Herder's and Humboldt's treat
ment of language as an expression of life, Lotze's "teleological idealism" 
which defines the "real" in terms of what is valuable for life, Marx's 
emphasis on the basic needs of life, Nietzsche's call for life-affirmation, 
and the Neo-Kantians' definition of truth in terms of its value for life 
("truth-values"). The vitalisms, energisms and biologisms of the turn of 
the century, together with the immensely influential Lebensphilosophie 
movement, which evolved in the twenties into the "philosophy of exis
tence" and later into "existentialism," all testify to the appeal of this con
cern with rooting philosophy in life.' 

4 The expression is Heidegger's, but see T. R. Schatzki's valuable discussion of Wittgen
stein's method as a "phenomenology of the everyday" in "The Prescription is Descrip
tion: Wittgenstein'a View of the Human Sciences," in S. Mitchell and M. Rosen, eda., 
The Need for Interpretation (Adantic Highlands, New Jersey: Humanities, 1983). 

I Nicholas F. Gier has made a convincing case for Wittgenstein's affinities with life-philos
ophy in Wittgemuin and Phenomenology (Albany: SUNY University Press, 1981), 
Chapter 3· I discuss Heidegger's debt to life-philosophy in Heidegger and the Problem 
of Knowledge (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1983), section <J. 

' See Herbert Schnidelbach's Philosophy in Germany: r8JI·I9JJ (Cambridge: Cam
bridge University Press, 1984) for a discussion of the crucial concept of "life" in German 
thought. 
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Although Heidegger came to feel that "philosophy of life . . . says 
about as much as 'the botany of plants'" (SZ p. 46) and needs a deeper 
grounding, his early interest in examining Leben-in-der-Welt and the 
meaning "inherent in facticallife"7 still shows through in his project of 
discovering the "roots," "origins," "wellsprings," and "soil" from which 
our concepts originate. If it is to avoid Bodenlosigkeit (groundlessness), 
philosophy must start from our own personal or "existentiell" grasp of 
what life is all about in our ordinary being-in-the-world. In order to find 
the "existentials" or essential structures of human being (Dasein) in gen
eral, we must begin from our own concrete lives: "the roots of the existen
tial analytic, for its part, are ultimately existentiell" (SZ p. I 3 ). When Hei
degger says that the question of Being is "nothing other than the 
radicalization of an essential tendency-of-being which belongs to Dasein 
itself- the pre-ontological understanding of Being" (SZ p. I4), he means 
that ontology starts from the everyday, pretheoretical grasp of life embod
ied in our practical agency. Similarly, Wittgenstein tells us to get out of the 
Luftgebiiude (castles floating in the air) of theorizing, and to get "back to 
the rough ground" (PI 118, I07) of our concrete, ordinary grasp of lan
guage in use. Our words have meaning only in "the stream of life" (PR p. 
8I), in the whole "tapestry of life" (PI, p. I74), not in a "sublime" logic 
beyo~d life. When we look for justifications for our practices, we find that 
what we simply do in living is "bedrock" (PI 2.I7); there is nothing deeper 
than life which could explain or justify it. 

The affinities wiPt ,life-philosophy help to clarify the similarities in 
Wittgenstein's agd Heidegger's procedures in dealing with philosophical 
problems. Both suggest that these problems arise from a stance of disen
gaged, theoretical 'reflection, and both try to dissolve these problems by 
providing descriptions of how things show up for us in the course of our 
ordinary, prereflective lives. Heidegger begins with a description of 
"average everydayness" where one is caught up in Jl "~onthematic 
absorption" in ordinary affairs and "loses oneself" in what one encoun
ters in the world (SZ p. 76). His goal iti to capture the way we encounter 
things "in the concern which makes use of them without noticiQg them 
explicitly" (SZ p. 74). Wittgenstein's method is also descriptive: "We 
must do away with all explanation, and description alone must take its 
place" (PI I09). The aim is to bring out the "aspects of things that are 
most important for us [which] are hidden because of their simplicity and 
familiarity," those things one is "unable to notice ... because [they are] 
always before one's eyes" (PI I2.9). His frequent references to the "prim-

7 See Heidegger and the Problem of Knowledge, p. 59· 
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itive" (ursprunglich or primitiv) serve as reminders of the unnoticed fea
tures of ordinary life that make our practices intelligible. 

The description of everydayness serves as a basis for articulating fea
tures of our agency that are generally hidden and only implicit in everyday 
life. From his phenomenology of everydayness, Heidegger arrives at 
"transcendental generalizations" about the conditions for the possibility 
of agency in general: those "fundamental existentials" which are the 
"basis on which every interpretation of Dasein which is ontical [that is, 
particular and concrete] and belongs to a world-view must move ... " 
(SZ p. 2.00). Such structures of being-in-the-world as involvement in prac
tical concerns, future-directedness, and situatedness are said to be "more 
primordial" (ursprunglich) than theoretical reflection in the sense that, 
whereas theory can be seen as a derivative or founded mode of being-in
the-world, practical activities cannot be accounted for solely in terms of 
the representationalist picture assumed by the theoretical attitude. 
Although Wittgenstein officially eschews any "craving for generality" (BB 
p. I 8), his procedure has often been compared to a transcendental argu
ment' in the way it moves from plain features of our lives to the back
ground conditions that make those activities possible. The notions of lan
guage-games, grammar, and forms of life may be seen as identifying those 
general (if not exactly "essential") characteristics of our lives which make 
our activities possible. 

Both Wittgenstein and Heidegger reject argument in the familiar sense. 
In struggling to convey a sense of our human situation that provides an 
alternative to the traditional, "commonsense" picture of representation
alism, they concentrate on description and claims about the conditions for 
the possibility of our daily activities. Since the traditional representation
alist picture is so deeply ingrained in our thinking and language, both also 
deploy detailed therapies and de-structurings, often loaded with meta
phors and neologisms, to helJfUs bypass the assumptions that arise when 
language is "idling" or when we adopt a theoretical stance toward life. 
What emerges in their writings is an understanding of human existence as 
finite, contingent, and contextualized, a picture which undermines the 

1 For instance, by Rorty in "Verificationism and Transcendental Arguments," Noiis 5 
(1971): 3·14; by Taylor in "The Opening Arguments of Hegel's Phenomenology" in 
A. Macintyre, ed., Hegel: A Collection of Essays (Garden City, New York: Anchor, 
197~); and more recently by Lynn Rudder Baker in "On the Very Idea of a Form of Life," 
Inquiry ~7 (1984): ~77-89. To note this similarity to the procedure of transcendental 
arguments is not to suggest that Wittgenstein is developing a "transcendental philoso
phy." The differences between Wirtgenstein and transcendental philosophy are clarified 
in Susanne Thiele's excellent book, Die Verwicklungen im Denken Wittgensuins (Frei· 
burg: Karl Alber, 1983). 
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assumptions of traditional philosophy and paves the way for the recent 
thought of such figures as Rorty and Taylor. 

2. Everydayness, Understanding, and Meaning 

The representationalist picture of our human situation we have inherited 
from Descartes fixes in advance how things can appear to us "iike a pair of 
glasses on our nose through which we see whatever we look at" (PI 103). 
When we are doing philosophy, we tend to think of ourselves as essen
tially minds set over against a collection of independent physical objects 
which our ideas represent and our words designate. The goal of philoso
phy, then, is to show how our ordinary competence in interacting with the 
world is possible and justified. In other words, philosophy tries to account 
~or the fa~iliar intelligibility of things as they show up in our day-to-day 
hves. The mtractable puzzles of traditional epistemology-centered philos
ophy arise precisely because of the assumptions of the representationalist 
model. For it seems that what is "given" in ordinary experience on this 
model (sensory input and possibly some inbuilt rules) is too limited to 
ground or make sense of our full-blown understanding of ourselves and 
our world. Our grasp of things appears to be underdetermined by the 
"data" aqd capacities available to us. 

The way Wittgenstein and Heidegger handle these traditional philo
sophical problems is to suggest that they arise in part because of the repre
sentationalist portrayal of the self as a "subject" set over against an objec
tive external reality. By describing everydayness in detail, they lead us 
away from the tendency to think of ourselves as subjects or minds distinct 
from .a world of brute objects, and they thereby suggest a new way of 
graspmg the sources of intelligibility that are already present in our lives 
as agents. 

Heidegger's phenomenology of human agency starts out from a 
descri~tion ~f life as a "happening" caught up in "dealings" with equip
ment m ordinary contexts. In our prereflective activities, he suggests, we 
fine! ourselves absorbed in handling things, and in coping with situations 
we encounter as "significant" in the sense that things matter or count for 
us in specific ways. What shows up for us in such contexts is not a collec
~ion ~f brute objects to be represented, but a totality of equipment organ
Ized .mto a web of means/ends relations by our projects. Heidegger's well
known example of the workshop shows how, when everything is running 
smoothly, the hammer appears in hammering, in order to fasten boards 
together, which is for building a bookcase. Such familiar contexts of activ
ity are encountered as holistic fields of involvements - the 
"ready-to-hand"- organized around our undertakings ("what it's for"), 
and ultimately around our self-interpretations as agents in the world (the 
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"for the sake of which" of our concerns). Given this picture of everyday
ness, there is simply no way to drive in a wedge between the representing 
subject on the one hand, and mere objects to be represented on the other. 
The equipmental context gains its significance and structure from my 
sense of what I am doing in that setting. Yet, at the same time, who I am as 
an agent there is defined by the context in which I am engaged: in the 
workshop, for instance, I can be a craftsman or an amateur, but not a line
backer or an ayatollah. The ability to see things as mere objects on hand to 
be represented- as "present-at-hand"- requires a "change-over" in 
our stance toward things which Heidegger calls "the disworlding of the 
world." 

The description of everydayness also brings out the way in which our 
lives are always nested in the wider context of a historical culture. Our 
possibilities of self-interpretation and our concrete ways of acting are gen
erally guided in advance by the public roles, standards, and conventions 
we all absorb in growing up into a communal life-world. For the most part 
we are not so much unique individuals as we are participants and place
holders in what Heidegger calls the "They" (das Man): "We take pleasure 
and enjoy ourselves as they take pleasure; we read, see, and judge about 
literature and art as they see and judge. . . . The 'They' . . . which [we] 
all are, though not as the sum, prescribes the kind of Being of everyday
ness" (SZ pp. 12.6-2.7). This attunement to public ways of acting- the 
ingrained tendency to respond according to social standards, to fall into 
step with the crowd, to enact standardized roles- defines our identity in 
everydayness without residue. For this reason Heidegger says that being 
the They is a "primordial phenomenon" which "belongs to Dasein's posi
tive constitution" (SZ p. 12.9). What I am doing at any time, as well as my 
thoughts and feelings, has a point and makes sense only against the back
ground of practices and institutions of my community- as, for example, 
talking to a group of people counts as an academic lecture only given the 
background of the university system. Heidegger's description of every
dayness leads us to see the world as a field of significance laid out by com
munal practices: "the They itself articulates the referential context of 
significance" (SZ p. 12.9). In this sense we exist as a shared "clearing" in 
which things can show up as relevant in relation to our lives. 

The description of human existence as bound up with a public world 
provides the basis for identifying three fundamental structures of human 
agency. First, we find ourselves "thrown" or situated within a familiar 
world where things "matter" to us because of our prior attunement (Stim
mung) (SZ p. 137). Because things always show up as mattering to us in 
some way or other, there is no horizonless vantage point for the apprehen-
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sion of brute "facts." Second, as agents we are "outside of ourselves" in 
addressing the concerns of daily life according to our culture's sense of 
what is important. In dealing with equipment, according to Heidegger, 
"Dasein addresses itself to the objects of its concern," and thereby 
"expresses itself too; that is to say, it expresses its being at home with the 
ready-to-hand" (SZ pp. 407-8). As we shall see, the way in which Dasein 
"expresses itself [spricht sich aus] as a being toward entities" (SZ pp. 
22.3-24) is focused by the possibilities of interpretation articulated by a 
public language. Finally, we are always "ahead of ourselves," organizing 
and interpreting current situations in the light of future possibilities. 
Understood as "projection," human life is teleological, a purposive thrust 
toward the future which Heidegger calls "Being-toward-the-end." This 
futurity unfolds not so much in conscious goal-setting or planning as in 
simply drifting along into the routines and undertakings defined by 
socially approved tasks and obligations. Our being toward the future is 
the source of the "forestructure of understanding" which preshapes the 
ways things can show up for us in our everyday lives together. 

Heidegger's claim, then, is that explicit awareness of mere objects is 
possible only for beings who have some prior competence in coping with· 
what he calls an "as structure" of practical involvements. This 
prereflective mastery of the "hermeneutic as" of equipment- the ability 
to handle things in familiar ways in meaningful situations- is made pos
sible by our participation in the public life-world opened up by the They. 
It follows that we are always caught up in a "hermeneutic circle": our 
dealings with what we find around us are preshaped by our culturally
defined overview of how things can count for our community, while that 
background understanding is itself constantly revised in the light of our 
encounters with what shows up in our activities. And so there can be no 
access to raw facts independent of our pre-understanding: if one is 
engaged in interpretation and one wants to appeal to what just "stands 
there," Heidegger says, "then one finds that what 'stands there' in the first 
instance is nothing other than the obvious undiscussed assumption of the 
person who does the interpreting" (SZ p. xso).ln other words, what can 
count as a relevant "fact" is always preshaped by the background of intel
ligibility embodied in our skilled practices. For this reason Heidegger 
points out that fundamental ontology - the inquiry into what makes 
things the things they are- asks. "about Being itself insofar as Being 
enters into the intelligibility of Dasein. The meaning of Being can never be 
contrasted with entities, or with Being as the 'ground' which gives entities 
support; for a 'gr~und' becomes accessible only as meaning, even if it is 
itself the abyss [Abgrundj of meaninglessness" (SZ p. 152.). The Being of 
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things is therefore constituted by our shared background of attuned intel
ligibility, a background which itself has no deeper ground than the contin
gent practices that have emerged in our historical culture. 

Where Heidegger's phenomenology focuses on our involvements with 
equipment, Wittgenstein's Philosophical Investigations begins by inquir
ing into how we refer to things with words. But Wittgenstein's concerns 
may be seen as congruent with Heidegger's to the extent that the basic 
question for both is how we are able to understand the world, or how 
intentionality is possible. A commonsense way of accounting for our 
understanding of the world presupposes "the model of 'object and desig
nation"' (PI 2.93 ). According to this model, we start out in life finding our
selves surrounded by objects; we then learn the names for those objects 
through "ostensive training" (someone points to a piece of paper and says 
"paper"); and thereafter we 'know what objects of that type are. Our 
understanding of the world is built up from such instances of learning the 
significations of words. This traditional account of language presupposes 
the representationalist picture of ourselves as minds related to objects, 
and then tries to explain our understanding in terms of mental processes 
linking words to things, that is, knowing the meanings of words. 

Wittgenstein challenges every aspect of this account of the basis for our 
understanding. How, he asks, would a preverbal child know what point
ing is, or that the teacher is pointing to the paper and not to its color, size 
or shape? How does the child learn the use of the word (as a mass term, 
say, rather than as a count noun)? Does the child start out with our under
standing of objects in the world, so that the only issue is grasping what 
conventional sounds we associate with those objects? Or isn't it the case 
that the child first finds out how we articulate the world into "objects" by 
learning our language? Ostensive training seems to explain how we come 
to understand things because it is seen on the model of "ostensive 
definition," i.e., cases where someone already knows our language- can 
ask, for instance, "What color is that?"- and so understands the reply
"That's called 'sepia'" (PI 30). But ostensive definitions succeed because 
the learner already knows "what place in language, in grammar, we 
assign to the word," "the post at which we station the word" (PI 29). In 
other words, some understanding of language is necessary before this 
kind of ostension can succeed: "One has already to know (or be able to 
do) something in order to be capable of asking a thing's name," just as one 
must already have mastered the game of chess to some extent in order to 
understand the words, "This is the king," when shown a particular piece 
(PI 3 1). The traditional account of how we come to understand words 
therefore presupposes the very understanding it was supposed to explain. 
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"We may say: only someone who already knows how to do something 
with it can significantly ask a name" (PI 3 I), 

Wittgenstein's reflections here lead to an inversion of the traditional 
order of explanation. The question asked was, "How can we explain our 
ordinary competence in dealing with things and grasping the world?" and 
the philosophical response was to show how understanding could be built 
up from particular cases of grasping the meanings of words. What Witt
genstein suggests, however, is that we can learn words (and, hence, grasp 
what objects are) only if we already have an understanding of the world, 
an understanding itself rooted in a prior mastery of language. What is 
basic is the "preunderstanding" embodied in our know-how: our "ability 
to do" things, our "mastery" of standard patterns of discrimination and 
articulation as competent agents in a familiar life-world. Items in the 
world can stand out as counting for us in certain ways only because we 
have some mastery of what Wittgenstein calls the "significance" or 
"importance" of the ordinary situations in which we find ourselves: 
"What is happening now has significance in these surroundings. The sur
roundings give it its importance" (PI 583). Words have meanings and can 
be understood only within "intelligible situations" (Z 17). But in that case 
the intelligibility of things cannot be explained atomistically in terms of 
isolated identifications. Rather, "[l]ight dawns gradually over the whole" 
(OC 141). 

It follows from the priority of this holistic background of understand
ing that we can pick out or identify "facts" only against the backdrop of a 
prior sense of how things can count as significant in our lives. Wittgen
stein asks, "But what things are 'facts'? Do you believe you can show what 
fact is meant by, e.g., pointing to it with your finger? Does that of itself 
clarify the part played by 'establishing' a fact?" Suppose it takes a grasp of 
the practices constitutive of some region of our life-world "to define the 
character of what you are calling a 'fact"' (RFM p. 38!). The world in 
which we find ourselves is always already organized into intelligible, 
meaningful contexts which determine what facts there can be, and so, as 
for Heidegger, there is no way to see our understanding of the world as 
built up from discriminations of originally meaningless, isolated facts. 
When Wittgenstein asks, "What are the simple constituents of a chair?
The bits of wood of which it is made? Or the molecules, or the atoms?" (PI 
47), he makes it clear that the simple component parts of things are 
specifiable only by reference to our interests and purposes in dealing with 
them. 

Wittgenstein's undermining of the traditional conception of grounding 
is summed up in the familiar slogan, "What has to be accepted, the given, 
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is - so one could say -forms of life" (PI p. 2.2.6). The full meaning of 
this can be brought out by considering what Wittgenstein says about fol
lowing rules. The tradition tries to explain the orderliness and regularity 
in our activities in terms of underlying "mental" rules. Without the men
tal, it seems, there would be not "action" but mere physical movement. 
Wittgenstein criticizes the assumption that there must be inner mental 
rules guiding our actions by, among other things, showing that rules have 
to be interpreted, that every interpretation of a rule relies on another rule, 
and consequently that the appeal to rules leads to an endless regress. Gen
erally, wherever we might feel that the mental would explain our actions, 
Wittgenstein undercuts that notion by showing that appeal to the mental 

is pointless. 
If meaningful human agency can be accounted for neither in terms of 

mental processes nor solely in terms of physical movement, how is it pos
sible? Here Wittgenstein's description of our everyday activities gives us a 
new way of looking at our agency and, indeed, at our own identity as 
humans. "To obey a rule," he says, "to make a report, to give an order, to 
play a game of chess, are customs (uses, institutions) ..•. To understand 
a language means to be master of a technique" (PI 199). What comes 
across here is that action gains its meaning not from "inner" accompani
ments, but from its place within the background of regular practices, tech
niques and customs of a community. As we are initiated into a communal 
life-world, we become tuned in to those ways of responding that make up 
the background of intelligibility embodied in the "common ways of act
ing" (Handlungsweise) of our culture. Consider, for example, how bow
ing is learned in japan. From an early age japanese infants are tapped on 
the back of the head when someone enters the room. Through this condi
tioning they begin to "duck" in the appropriate circumstances, and this 
ducking evolves into the formal japanese bow. It would be a mistake, 
however, to think that bowing is nothing other than the conditioned 
reflex of ducking, for a bow is a profoundly meaningful gesture in japa
nese society. Yet the meaning of the bow does not depend on something 
"mental" behind the movement; anything, or nothing, might be "going 
through one's mind" when one bows. Rather, the gesture gains its mean
ing from its place within the background of practices, customs and institu
tions of the entire culture. Generally, then, what is "given" as the source 
of intelligibility of our actions is the attunement- the "agreement in 
judgments" (Ubereinstimmung, PI 2.42.)- we pick up by becoming par
ticipants in a public world. As Wittgenstein says, what "determines our 
judgment, our concepts and reactions, is not what one man is doing now, 
an individual action, but the whole hurly-burly of human actions, the 
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background against which we see any action" (Z 567). Our actions are 
"rule-governed," coherent and meaningful because of their position in the 
entire fabric of social practices that make up our form of life. 

This conception of shared forms of life as the basis for our practices 
points to a way of envisioning the self which provides an alternative to the 
representationalist model. According to this viewpoint, what defines our 
identity as human agents is not our capacity for conscious representation, 
but rather our mode of "presentation"- our ways of expressing our
selves in the mesh of a public world.9 Wittgenstein advises us to think of 
the language of the mental not as designating something "inner," but as 
an expression of natural life-processes: for example, the word "pain" as 
connected with a "primitive, natural expression" (PI 2.44); the words 
"We mourn • . . " at a funeral as "an expression of mourning" (PI p. 
189); the exclamation, "Now I know how to go on!" as "an instinctive 
sound, a glad start" (PI 323); the utterance "I hope he'll come" not as a 
"report about [one's) state of mind," but as "an expression [Ausserung) 
of [one's) hope" (PI 58 5); and the sentence "I am in pain" as like moaning 
-an "expression" of pain, not a report on a mental state (BB pp. 68-69). 
The force of these suggestions is to lead us to shift from thinking of the 
mental as something "inner" represented by our words to thinking of it as 
what is presented or expressed in our communal Jives. It is something we 
embody, something we "body forth" in making manifest our attuned 
being-in-the-world together. Seen from this perspective, we exist as 
"meaningful expressions" in a shared life-world rather than as minds rep
resenting objects. 

Wittgenstein's description of our everyday lives overlaps the picture we 
find in Heidegger. The self, regarded as agency, appears as an ongoing 
"happening" embedded in a public life-world whose actions and self-un
derstanding draw their significance from their location in the practices 
and customs of the "They." Given this portrayal of our human situation, 
the picture of the self as a mind representing objects simply has no role to 
play. For both thinkers, to grasp the situatedness of our Jives within a 
background of life-expressions of a community is to see that the mental 
can be made intelligible without recourse to a "yet uncomprehended pro: 
cess in the yet unexplored medium" (PI 308). As Wittgenstein says, "Only 
surrounded by certain normal expressions of life {Lebensausserungen] is 
there such a thing as an expression of pain. Only surrounded by an even 
more far-reaching expression of life, such a thing as the expression of sor
row or affection" (Z 534). And, for both thinkers, the contextualization 

' This account draws on James C. Edwards' Ethics Without Philosophy (Tampa: Univer
sity of Florida, 1982.), pp. 183ff. 
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of our lives in a communal world - our existence as, so to speak, com
mentaries on the text of our culture's ways of interpreting things -
implies that there can be no access to brute, uninterpreted "facts" about 
independently existing objects to be used in justifying or explaining our 
practices. At the same rime, however, the description of everydayness lets 
us see that our lives and the world are already intelligible, and therefore do 
not need any philosophical explanation or grounding. 

3. Language and Truth 

In the writings of both Wittgenstein and Heidegger, language plays a cru
cial role in articulating our shared sense of ourselves and the world 
around us. We saw that, for Heidegger, Dasein "expresses itself" in its 
everyday dealings with equipment. These ordinary ways of articulating 
our surroundings into a field of significance are focused and organized in 
advance by a background of intelligibility opened by discourse: 
"Intelligibility has always been articulated, even before there is any 
appropriative interpretation of it. Discourse [Rede] is the articulation of 
intelligibility. Therefore it underlies both interpretation and assertion" 
(SZ p. 161). . 

To understand what Heidegger means by discourse here, we must keep 
in mind that the term "Dasein" does not simply designate isolated individ
ual human beings. Dasein, as we have seen, is essentially "Being-with," a 
communal being whose sense of reality is initially preshaped by the way 
the "They" articulates significance. Accordingly, language is the medium 
in which a community's "clearing" (its understanding of itself and its 
world) is opened up and maintained. "In language, as a way in which 
things have been spoken out, there is hidden a way in which the under
standing of Dasein has been interpreted .... Proximally, and with cer
tain limits, Dasein is constantly delivered over to this interpretedness, 
which controls and distributes the possibilities of average understanding 
and of the situatedness belonging to it" (SZ pp. 167-8). Seen from this 
standpoint, Dasein as a clearing is made possible by the articulations built 
into a public language. "For the most part, discourse is expressed by being 
spoken out, and has already been so expressed; it is language. But in that 
case understanding and interpretation already lie in what has thus been 
expressed" (SZ p. 167). Heidegger elsewhere calls this linguistic back
ground the "projective saying" of a people, the linguistically attuned goal
directedness in which "the concepts of a historical people's essence, i.e., of 
its belonging to world history, are preformed for that people."'o 

•• "The Origin of the Work of Art," in Heidegger, Basic Writings, ed. D. Krell (New York: 

Harper, 1977), p. 185. 
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Our everyday talk contributes to sustaining this shared background of 
intelligibility. In talking, Heidegger says, our "Being-with becomes 
'explicitly' shared"; through talk "the articulation of being with one 
another understandingly is constituted" (SZ p. I62.). In other words, the 
central role of language use is to "express" or "make manifest" our 
shared attunement to a public world: "In talking, Dasein expresses itself 
not because it has, in the first instance, been encapsulated as something 
'internal' over against something outside when it understands. What is 
expressed is precisely this being-outside ... ,·(SZ p. I62.). Charles Taylor 
has discussed the role of language in expressing or making manifest our 
shared "being-outside" with one another. 11 As Taylor points out, the tra
dition generally regarded language as a tool at our disposal for designat
ing and communicating information about objects. In contrast to this 
kind of "designative" view of language, Taylor proposes we see language 
as primarily a medium in which a "public space" is opened up. To take his 
example, if I get onto a crowded bus on a hot day and say to a fellow-pas
senger, "Hot, isn't it?" my utterance neither conveys information nor asks 
a question. Instead, its role is to make manifest our shared predicament, to 
"get something out into the open between us," to fine tune our sense of the 
existential space in which we stand. 

Similarly, for Heidegger, "[c]ommunication is never anything like a 
conveying of experiences, such as opinions or wishes, from the interior of 
one subject into the interior of another. Dasein-with is already essentially 
manifest in a co-situatedness and a co-understanding" (SZ p. I 62.). It fol
lows that language is not primarily a tool for relaying ideas from one sub
ject to another, but is instead the medium in which our shared under
standing of ourselves and our world is deposited and maintained. This is 
why Heidegger says that it is not humans who speak, but rather "language 
speaks" - "Humans speak only insofar as they corespond to lan
guage. ,u Because our shared sense of reality and the public space of our 
practical life-world are constituted by language, "essence and Being 
express themselves in language."'' Language is the "dwelling" in which 
our sense of who we are emerges, and so "we human beings remain com
mitted to and within the essence of language, and can never step outside of 
it in order to look at it from somewhere else. "'4 

" "Language and Human Nature" and "Theories of Meaning," reprinted in his Human 
Agency and Langtu~ge, Philosophical Papers, Vol. I (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1985). 

u The Piety of Thinking, trans. J. G. Han and J. C. Maraldo (Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1976), p. 2.5. 

'
1 

Introduction to Metaphysics, trans. R. Manheim (Garden City: Doubleday, 1961), p. 
44· 
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Correlated with Heidegger's description of the self as a place-holder in 
the public life-world, and of language as making manifest a shared back
ground of intelligibility, is a transformed way of looking at "truth." 
According to this outlook, "primordial" truth is the "disclosedness" 
which makes it possible for things to emerge-into-presence, and truth as 
"correspondence" or "correct representation" is derivative from this 
more primordial truth. The notion of primordial truth is clarified in Hei
degger's attempt to show that what usually is assumed to be the primary 
locus of truth, the subject/predicate assertion, is derivative from a more 
basic involvement in practical affairs (SZ sec. 33). In our normal trans
actions with equipment, we lay out and appropriate equipment according 
to our aims and needs. Language, when it has a role to play, usually speaks 
into these concerns, lighting up aspects of the "hermeneutic as" of taking 
something as something in olir concernful dealings. For example, calling 
out "Too heavy! Hand me the other hammer!" in the midst of hammering 
makes manifest how things stand in the workshop: it shows how the work 
is going, and lets things become manifest as they are in our clearing. 
Through this expression, the entire context of significance relations is lit 
up. 

When we shift from using language in order to express our absorption 
in a field of significance to using it to make "apophantic assertions," there 
is a change-over in our mode of comportment to the world. In a subject/ 
predicate assertion such as "The hammer weighs four pounds," we focus 
on the hammer as a present-at-hand object with a property, supposedly 
severed from any particular context of practical significance. "In its func
tion of appropriating what is understood," Heidegger says, "the 'as' no 
longer reaches out into a totality of involvements. . . . [l]t has been cut 
off from that significance which, as such, constitutes environmentality" 
(SZ p. Is 8). The bare subject/predicate assertion is disengaged from its 
role in disclosing how things stand with our activities, and is regarded as 
merely representing a "fact" about a meaningless, present-at-hand thing. 
Only when there has been this kind of change-over to decontextualized 
assertions can questions about "correctness" or "correspondence to the 
facts" arise, and now standard sorts of checking and confirmation get 
under way. What this account of assertion shows, however, is that 
encountering things as mere objects represented by subject/predicate 
assertions is parasitic on the "clearing" opened in advance by those prac
tical concerns and involvements through which things are discovered as 
meaningful in our lives. 

•• On the Way to Langtu~ge, trans. P. D. Hartz (New York: Harper & Row, 1971), p. 

134· 
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Heidegger's derivation of the traditional concept of truth as correspon
dence from a "more primordial" experience of truth as disclosedness (SZ 
sec. 44) follows the same pattern. The claim is that only because the world 
and the things in it ar~ already opened up by our discursive preunder
standing is it possible for a conception of things as mere objects to arise. 
Our practical activities disclose the arena in which questions about the 
correctness of beliefs or the truth of statements get off the ground. And 
within this clearing, "things stand in different truths"•s -depending on 
our interests and our concerns - for example, a crucifix would play a dif
ferent role within the "truths" of science, aesthetics, or religious experi
ence. But it is only because Dasein in general "'is 'in the truth,'" and 
because disclosedness "belongs to its existential constitution" (SZ p. 
2.2.1), that these "different truths" and the standard types of regional 
inquiry correlated with them are possible. 

Wittgenstein also sees our language and practices as opening a field of 
intelligibility in which the issue of truth as correspondence can arise 
(though, to be sure, he would not call this background itself "truth"). As 
the medium in which our understanding of ourselves and our world is 
maintained, language articulates and shapes our attunement to shared 
forms of life and defines our own being as meaningful expressions. Our 
ordinary language-games make manifest our attuned participation in the 
customs and practices of our public world. But language-games do not 
merely formulate an understanding we could just as well have without 
language. For language constitutes our ways of encountering things and 
interpreting ourselves. When Wittgenstein says that a dog can "feel fear 
but not remorse," and that this is so because it "can't talk" (Z p8), he 
means that, although a dog can react to physical danger, it lacks the 
capacity to grasp public standards of conduct, to recognize the 
significance of the situation in relation to those standards, to contrast 
remorse with shante or regret, to revise its self-evaluation in the light of 
redescriptions of the situation- all those language-dependent capacities 
that constitute our ability to feel remorse. We are able to have certain sorts 
of feelings and to identify things in our environment as significant, then, 
because of the mastery of what Wittgenstein calls the "grammar" - the 
background articulation of our possibilities of understanding - that 
prestructures the language-games we learn in growing up into a linguistic 
community. For this reason he says, "Essence is expressed 
[ausgesprochen] by grammar," and "grammar tells us what kind of object 
anything is" (PI 371, 373). 

'' What Is a Thing?, trans. W. B. Barton, Jr. and Vera Deutsch (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 
1967), p. I.f. 
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I take Wittgenstein's concept of "grammar" as referring to what he 
sometimes calls the "system" of standard connections and relations 
organizing our language use which is embodied in the regular practices 
and contexts of communal life. Thus, it seems to be part of the grammar of 
obtaining and reporting results of measuring that there is "a certain con
stancy in the results of measuring" (PI 2.42.). Similarly, it is part of the 
grammatical "'framework on which the working of language is based" 
that "[d]isputes do not break out (among mathematicians, say) over the 
question of whether a rule has been obeyed or not" (PI 2.40, my emphasis). 
The "framework" or "scaffolding" that makes the activity of mathemat
ics possible is found not by conceptual analysis, but by describing the 
familiar life-expressions of mathematicians. This context of familiar prac
tices is referred to (perhaps misleadingly) as "agreement in judgments": 
"If language is to be a means of communication there must be agreement 
not only in definitions but also . . . in judgments" (PI 2.42.). The attune
ment to regular, orderly practices makes up the "grammatical multiplic
ity" of our language, but it cannot be thought of as justifying or explain
ing our language-games: "I have not said why mathematicians do not 
quarrel, but only that they do not" (PIp. 2.2.6). Nevertheless, our attune
ment constitutes the concepts we have: "If there were not complete agree
ment [in the calculations made by mathematicians], then neither would 
human beings be learning the technique which we learn" (PIp. 2.2.6). 

If this way of reading Wittgenstein's notion of "grammar" is right, then 
grammar might be thought of as a web of practices which, like a grid or 
template, guides our ways of speaking and taking things in ordinary lan
guage-games. Wittgenstein compares this background of understanding 
to a "world-picture" or a "mythology" that makes up the tacit, "inherited 
background against which I distinguish true and false" (OC 94-95), and 
to "a system, a structure" of taken-for-granted convictions (OC 102.) that 
makes identifications and discriminations possible. But this background 
of understanding is not a "web of beliefs" (as the term "judgments" sug
gests); it is something that is embodied in those shared practices we come 
to express as we become initiated into the forms of life of our culture. For 
this reason, Wittgenstein says that giving grounds does not come to an end 
in a proposition that one just sees as true: "it is not a kind of seeing on our 
part; it is our acting which lies at the ground of the language-game" (OC 
2.04). The ground of our beliefs and practices "is not an ungrounded pre
supposition: it is an ungrounded way of acting" (OC 2.10; my emphasis). 

For Wittgenstein, then, language embodies a grammar which consti
tutes our sense of reality and grounds our beliefs and ways of doing things. 
But, as is true of Heidegger's background of intelligibility, grammar can-
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not itself be grounded by appeal to any extra-linguistic facts. According to 
Wittgenstein's well-known "autonomy of grammar" argument, "I can
not use language to get outside of language" (PR p. 54). That is, to put it 
roughly, since every attempt to justify grammar by appeal to "facts" 
about reality only succeeds in making use of some description of reality 
which itself presupposes the correctness of the grammar in question, any 
such attempted justification begs the question. Insofar as our grammar 
constitutes what can count as reality for us, there is no exit from language 
to non-linguistic "facts" about ourselves or our world which could 
ground the grammar we have. But neither is it correct to think we create 
our language-games or their grammar: "a language-game does not have 
its origin in consideration [or reflection]. Consideration [or reflection] is 
pan of a language-game" (Z 391). Hence, though language may look 
"arbitrary" to the extent that "the use of language is in a cenain sense 
autonomous" (Z p.o), in another sense it is not something we cook up 
ourselves (it is "not as if we chose this game" [OC 317 ]). A language-game 
"is not based on grounds. It is not reasonable (or unreasonable). It is there 
-like our life" (OC 559). 

In the picture of our situation that emerges from Wittgenstein's 
reflections, we come to see ourselves as panicipants in public language
games which are not grounded on anything outside our lives, and yet, 
insofar as they constitute our lives, they are not something we create or 
can fully master. The background of intelligibility opened by our gram
mar is neither true nor false ("If the true is what is grounded, then the 
ground is not true, nor yet false" [OC 2.05]). Yet, as the "scaffolding of 
our thoughts" (OC 2.11), it is what makes it possible to believe and say 
things that count as either true·or false. For language as a whole, "we see 
that the idea of 'agreement with reality' does not have any clear applica
tion" (OC 2.15 ). Thus, although Wittgenstein would eschew Heidegger's 
talk of "primordial truth," the view he presents parallels Heidegger's 
notion of a linguistically constituted "clearing" or "disclosedness" as the 
backdrop which makes possible our everyday assenions and denials, test
ing and disconfirming, explanations and justifications. 

4. The Legacy of Wittgenstcin and Heidegger 

The question posed at the outset was: What is the impact of Wittgen
stein's and Heidegger's thought for traditional philosophy? In this con
cluding section I want to summarize the results of the comparisons I have 
made, and sketch out some of the issues in the debate between Rorty and 
Taylor. We might sum up the outcome of the thought of Wittgenstein and 
Heidegger by saying that it is holistic, anti-dualist, and nonfoundational
ist. The holism appears in their convergent pictures of our transactions 
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with the world as constituted by a background of understanding embod
ied in our practices and shaped by our language. For Heidegger, our deal
ings with equipment make it possible for the world to show up for us as an 
interrelated web of "significance" where what anything is is 
"ontologically defined" by its relation to our goals and practices. The 
relations of "in order to," "for which," and "for the sake of which" that 
define our life-world are not propenies tacked onto pre-existent objects. 
As "relationships in which concernful know-how as such already dwells" 
(SZ p. 88), they define not only the "worldhood of the world" but our 
own identity as agents in the world as well. Similarly, for Wittgenstein, the 
"essence" of anything- what makes it the object it is- is defined by the 
"grammatical multiplicity" of our language-games. What things are is 
inseparable from their place i~ the contexts of significance opened up by 
the linguistic customs, conventions, and practices of our life-world. 

One consequence of this holism is that understanding always operates 
within a hermeneutic circle. Our ways of encountering things in the world 
are sketched out in advance by what Heidegger calls a "blueprint" or 
"groundplan" of preunderstanding, while that understanding is con
stantly redefined as a result of our ongoing transactions with the world. 
There is consequently no way to gain access to brute facts or raw data 
independent of some framework of understanding. In Wittgenstein's 
example, a chemist's investigations are made possible by the fact that he 
"has got hold of a definite world-picture - not of course one that he 
invented: he learned it as a child." This world-picture "is the matter-of
course foundation for his research and as such also goes unmentioned" 
(OC 167). Yet, since a world-picture or mythology "may change back 
into a state of flux, the river-bed of thoughts may shift" (OC 97), there is 
no unchanging foundation that underwrites the grammar we have. 

A second affinity between Wittgenstein and Heidegger is found in the 
way they undercut traditional dualisms. It should be evident, first of all, 
that their thought subvens the Canesian oppositions of subject and object 
or mind and matter. If our actions are understood as expressions inter
woven into a public "tapestry of life," then the notions of mind and con
sciousness have no necessary role to play in describing and grasping our 
everydayness. One can "divide through" by the mental; "it cancels out, 
whatever it is" (PI 2.93). Yet, at the same time, neither Wittgenstein nor 
Heidegger feels that displacing the mental thereby commits us to physical
ism or behaviorism. In their picture of our lives as bound up with a life
world where things show up as significant in relation to our purposes and 
needs, there is no place in the description of everydayness for the notion of 
brute, meaningless physical objects or "mere" physical movement. In 
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fact, since both thinkers suggest that the natural sciences are derivative 
from and parasitic on a "more primordial" way of understanding our
selves and our world as participants in the meaningful contexts of every
day life, there is no reason to assume that the conception of reality we get 
from physics has any privileged status in telling us what the world is 
"really" like. 

Deflating the opposition between subject and object should also under
mine the traditional distinction between idealism and realism. This dis
tinction has always been parasitic for its sense on the representationalist 
picture of our situation, according to which reality is either "out there," 
independent of us, or "in here," within the mind. But if the representa
tionalist model is discarded, so is the dilemma: either realism or idealism. 
Thus, it seems misleading to suggest that, since "our language. . . shows 
us everything as it appears to our interests, our concerns, our activities," 
and since these are "things which are expressions of mind," this "provides 
grounds . . . for calling such a view a kind of idealism. . . . "'' For the 
very notion that our interests, concerns and activities are "expressions of 
mind" is exactly what Wittgenstein and Heidegger have blocked. We can
not explain our activities by recourse to extra-linguistic facts, but neither 
can we consider the possibility that all there is is language or mind as 
opposed to getting in touch with the facts. It also seems wrong to say, 
"Horses and giraffes, colors and shapes- the existence of these is not [a 
product of human linguistic practice] .... But the metaphysical necessi
ties belonging to the nature of such things- these seem to be regarded by 
[Wittgenstein] as 'grammatical rules.'"'7 For, on the one hand, since 
what we mean when we try to affirm the existence of horses and giraffes is 
always constituted by the linguistic articulations made possible by the 
background of our "grammar," there is no way to get out of language in 
order to assert the existence of these types of things as they are in them
selves independent of any grammar. And, on the other hand, since the 
"metaphysical necessities" of such things are indistinguishable from the 
concrete ways those things show up for us in our language and actions, 
talk about metaphysical necessity seems to be a wheel in a machine that 
turns when nothing else is moving. 

Finally, Wittgenstein's and Heidegger's vision of our situation is non
foundationalist to the extent that it undermines the prospects of finding a 
final explanation or justification for our lives. For Heidegger, our exis-

'' Bernard Williams, "Wittgenstein and Idealism," in his Moral Luck (Cambridge: Cam
bridge University Press, 1981 ), p. 1 S3. 

'
7 G. E. M. Anscombe, "The Question of Linguistic Idealism," in her From Parmenides 

to Wittgenstein (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1981), p. 111. 
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tence as a "happening," as a "thrown projection," is finite, contingent 
and historical in the sense of being an ongoing dialogue with the past for 
the purposes of the future. As the source of all intelligibility, the clearing 
that we are is itself suspended over ~the abyss of meaninglessness" (SZ p. 
15 :z.). And Wittgenstein constantly reminds us of "the groundlessness of 
our believing" (OC 166), the transience of even our most central 
"mythology" (OC 96-99), and the seemingly "arbitrary" nature of our 
core beliefs. 

But for both thinkers this groundlessness does not lead to skeptical res
ignation or perpetual uncertainty. As Wittgenstein says, "The difficult 
thing here is not to dig down to the ground; no, it is to recognize the 
ground that lies before us as the ground" (RFM p. 333). Recognizing the 
rootedness of our beliefs and activities in our shared forms of life and in 
the "common behavior of mankind" (PI :z.o6) can throw us back onto the 
grounds we do have- our patterns of upbringing, natural "primitive" 
responses, capacities for picking up skills, and so on - with a deeper 
respect for their dependability and bindingness. To acknowledge, with 
Seabright, that "[m]eanings are not in the head but in the world"'' would 
be to see our practices as guided by the steady and regular "expressions of 
life" of our cultural world, and to realize that, since our shared forms of 
life constitute our identity, there is no way to regard them as arbitrary 
impositions or as mere excess baggage with no real connection to who we 
really are. In a related way, Heidegger thinks that facing up to our own 
finitude can throw us back onto our lives in a fuller way. In his view, to 
clear-sightedly acknowledge that we are caught in the hermeneutic circle 
is also to realize that this circularity is an enabling condition which first 
gives us access to our lives, with the result that our aim should be "not to 
get out of the circle but to come into it in the right way" (SZp. 153). And 
his discussion of "authentic historicity" (SZ sees. 74-77) proposes that 
once we fully recognize the finitude and temporality of our possibilities of 
self-interpretation, we will take over the "happening" of our communi
ty's history with deeper commitment and respect, appropriating the past 
as a "heritage" and orienting our goals for the future as part of a shared 
"destiny." What this nonfoundationalism does imply is that there is no 
final explanation for our forms of life that would put an end to inquiry, 
and consequently that attempts to understand ourselves and our world 
are an open-ended, ongoing project. 

'
1 Paul Seabright, "Explaining Cultural Divergence: A Wittgensteinian Paradox," Journal 

of Philosophy 84 (1987): 11·17, p. u. 
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The divergent readings of the significance of the writings of Wittgen
stein and Heidegger found in Rorty and Taylor might be seen as resulting 
from emphasizing different strands of these thinkers' work. Rorty focuses 
on the anti-foundationalism and contextualism of their writings and 
draws the conclusion that they have put an end to traditional epistemolo
gy-centered philosophy as a search for final truths about ourselves and 
our world. On Rorty's reading, the writings of Wittgenstein are primarily 
therapeutic and negative, clearing away the presuppositions of traditional 
philosophy and offering nothing new in their place: "When Wittgenstein 
is at his best, he resolutely avoids . . . constructive criticism and sticks to 
pure satire. He just shows, by examples, how hopeless the traditional 
problems are; . • . he just makes fun of the whole idea that there is some
thing here to be explained. "'9 And the legacy of the later Heidegger (who 
threw off the vestiges of "fundamental ontology" still found in his early 
work) is not a new picture of humans, but "the endless, repetitive, liter
ary-historical 'deconstruction' of the Western metaphysics of presence" 
(CP p. xxii). 

The outcome of Wittgenstein and Heidegger, according to Rorty, is 
"epistemological behaviorism," the pragmatist attitude that is content 
with explaining rationality and epistemic authority "by reference to what 
society lets us say"'0 rather than by privileged representations or by cri
teria dictated by pure reason. And "behaviorism which dispenses with 
foundations is in a fair way towards dispensing with philosophy."" To 
see a human being as a self-interpreting animal is to see "man as a self
changing being, capable of remaking himself by remaking his 
speech., .. The lesson to be drawn from the insight into "the ubiquity of 
language" is that "one cannot see language-as-a-whole in relation to 
something else to which it applies, or for which it is a means to an end" 
(CP p. xix). Wittgenstein and Heidegger, then, are "making only negative 
points" that there is nothing behind language which could ground it (CP 
p. xx). Grasping the outcome of the development of thought in the twenti
eth century should lead us to a new attitude of irony and playfulness: to 
"abjure the notion of 'the truly human"' and to "become increasingly 

'' Consequences of Pragmatism (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982.), p. 
H (henceforth "CP"). 

"' Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1979), p. 

174· 
.. "Epistemological Behaviorism and the Dc-transcendentalization of Analytic Philoso

phy," in R. Hollinger, ed., Hermeneutics and Practice (Notre Dame: Notre Dame Uni
versity Press, 1985), p. 101. 

.. Ibid., p. 104. 
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ironic, playful, free, and inventive in our choice of self~descriptions. ,., A 
certain "ethnocentrism," which acknowledges we can never "step outside 
our skins" or escape from "the 'merely conventional' and contingent 
aspects of one's life" (CP p. xix), is combined with the ability to "see every 
human life as a poem"'4 created by individuals through imaginative self
descriptions. 

Taylor, in contrast, emphasizes the way in which the phenomenology 
of everydayness provides us with an alternative way of understanding 
who we are. For Taylor, the fact that we are self-interpreting animals 
insures that we have what he calls "agent's knowledge" (OE p. 475), that 
is, insight into what we are doing insofar as our own self-descriptions con
stitute our movements as actions. Although a person's own self-under
standing may be shot through with self-deception, it provides the expla
nandum from which any account of the agent must begin, and it therefore 
has a privileged status in grasping his or her action. Taylor's hope is that 
our agent's knowledge will also provide a basis for uncovering deeper 
insights into the underlying structures of agency in general. Rorty, in con
trast, thinks this belief in something "deep" or "more authentic" about 
ourselves is just a remnant of the "craving for metaphysical comfort" that 
Wittgenstein and Heidegger have undermined. The faith that we have 
"privileged access" to ourselves- that we can "read our own program" 
(CP p. x65)- presupposes a now untenable essentialism. 

Though it is impossible to adjudicate this dispute here, I want to sug
gest that Taylor's reading of the "legitimate heir" of philosophy is more in 
line with the overall direction of Wittgenstein's and Heidegger's thought. 
Taylor correctly criticizes Rorty's view that all language-games are 
optional and up for grabs. Both Wittgenstein and Heidegger have shown 
us that, although our self-descriptions are ungrounded, they are neverthe
less constitutive of who we are, and so cannot be taken up or abandoned 
at will. As Taylor says, Rorty's picture of all vocabularies as optional 
makes sense only if we can think of ourselves as "in fact at home 
nowhere," and this assumption seems to rely on a "notion of the subject 
as disengaged" which is itself "generated by the epistemological tradi
tion" Rorty seeks to overcome .• , If we recognize that, as agents, we are 
always enmeshed in a concrete cultural context, we will see that there is no 
vantage point for the stance of global irony and playfulness Rorty recom
mends. 

., "Freud and Moral Reflection," in J. H. Smith and W. Kerrigan, eds., Pragmatism's 
Freud: The Moral Disposition of Psychoanalysis (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1986), p. 
11. 

4 "The Contingency of Selfhood," London Review of Books, May 8, 1986, p. 14. 

' 1 "Philosophy and Its History," in Rorty, Schnccwind, and Skinner, eds., Philosophy in 
History: Essays on the Historiography of Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer
sity Press, 1984), p. 30. 
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Within our own background of understanding, then, we can try to for
mulate the types of "transcendental generalization" about the conditions 
for agency Heidegger sought - such pervasive features as situatedness, 
future directedness, involvement in significant situations, and linguistical
ity- while holding onto Wittgenstein's distrust of totalization and his 
insistence on detailed, case-by-case description. The results of such a 
quasi-transcendental inquiry will be defeasible given our embeddedness 
in an ongoing historical culture, and they can be defended only by local 
skirmishes with specific objections rather than by knock-down arguments 
starting from indubitable premises. But, to the extent that this search for a 
deeper self-understanding through the critique of representationalism 
points to a transformed outlook on pressing puzzles about our human 
situation, it reveals the potential of a post-Wittgensteinian/Heideggerian 
philosophy:' 

'' Research for this paper was supported by a University Research Grant from the Univer· 
sity of Vermont and an NEH Summer Seminar grant. I am grateful to Kathleen Emmett, 
Mark Bickhard, and Lynn Rudder Baker for comments on an earlier draft of this essay. 
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5 

Meaning constitution and justification 
of validity: has Heidegger overcome 
transcendental philosophy by history 
of being? 

The problem as a consequence of the present impact of 

Heidegger's philosophy 

Let me slilrt out with i1 question: whilt explilins the fJscinJtion of 

Heidegger's philosophy in the present erJ? CertJinly, this fJscinJtion 

no longer emilnates from the so-cJIIed philosophy of 'existence', 

which wils, no doubt. formulJted in Bt'ill!l and Time in an expressive 

Jnd ilppealing way. Nor is it, I ~uppose, the concern of a 'fundJmen

tal ontology', that is the response to the question JS to the 'meaning 

of being', which Heidegger himself opposed to what he called the 

'exiqentiJiist misunderstanding' of his main work. The source of 

fascination i11 our day is rather, it seems to me, his venture of i1 

'destruction' of occidentalmelilphysics which was postulated already 

in Being and Time but later. alter the so-called 'turn' (Kehre), was 

directed against the conception of fundamental ontology as well. In 

other words: at present, the following programme of Heidegger's 

seems to stand in the foreground of interest: his altempl at thinking 

bJck- by critical reconstruction and destruction of all current con

ceptual schemes, metJphysics and science - beyond the beginnings 

of clJssical Greek philosophy, in order possibly to regain the 'free 

space' (Spiclraum) of an 'initial thinking' that might hJve existed in 

the time of myth or even ol the pre-SocrJtic philosophers. This free 

space, on Heidegger's JCCotlnt. might eventually open up the precon

ditions for a post-metaphysical and post-technologicalthought to the 

extent that such a possibility may be actualized by the 'hilppening of 

being', that is through a 'clearance' of the meaning of being. 

It is especially the last suggestion of a post-metaphysical, llilY 

even post-philosophical and post-rationJI (although not- Jccording 
to Hcideggcr- 'irrationJI'),' thinking \hilt within the IJst decJde has 

aroused the grL'il\l'SI filscination - lor L'Xillllplc in the sphere of 
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French ;md I t,lliJ n post modem ism, 2 but even beyond this in J speciJI 

version of AnwricJn neo-prilgmatism which thinks it possible -

Jlthough with certain politicJI reservations - to bring into line 

the thought of Dewey. Wittgenstein and Heidegger.' 

However, beyond this vague outline of the history of Heidegger's 

impact. let us ask more closely: which forms or schemes of 

Heidegger's thought lend support to these JSpects of its reception 

history in the present era? I will try to sum up the answer to this 

question in a thesis that allows me to introduce the topic thilt I 

indicated in the title of this chapter. 

The fascination of the later Heidegger and the far-reaching im

plications of the reception of his thought by the postmodernists and 

the post-Wittgensteinian neo-prJgmatists derive primarily from the 

fact that in Heiclegger's late philosophy (of the history of being) the 

initially transcendental-phenomenological problem of the consti

tution of meaning is subject to a detranscendentalization and 

historicization. In Heidegger's philosophy this is a consequence ol 

his conception of truth as aletheia, a conception that was already 

implied in Being and Time in the existential-hermeneutical analysis 

of the 'pre-structure' of all world-understanding, conceived as 

'disclosedness' of being-in-the-world and later terminated in the 

conception of the c!earin.<J ( Ud111111.'J) of (the meaning) of being. The 

!Jtter, as a happening of disclosure and simultJneously conceJlment. 

precedes the possibility of true and false judgements. Within the 

context of French post-structuralism - for exilmple in the work of 

Derrida - the structure of the 'ontic-ontological difference', which 

in Heiclegger's philosophy was connected with the 'happening' of 

'cleJrance' as a condition of the possibility of linguistic meaning 

constitution, came to be fused with Saussure's notion of a semio

tical constitution of difference and Derrida's conception of difft'rance 
JS the happening of simultaneously opening up and shifting of 
mea 11 i ng. 

But why or in what respect may one SJY that b~' Heidegger's 

anJiysis of 'disdosedness' in Being and Timt' a trilnscenclental or 

quasi-transcendentill problem is raised Jnd Jt the sJme time is ten

dentially subject to a cletranscendentalization? 

.To address this question I will first distinguish Jnd elucidate two 

pertinent dimensions of Heidegger's so cJlled 'pre-structure' of exis
tential world-underst,lnding ,lfld sclf-undcrstJnding. For this pre-
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structure ol what is 'alwJ)'S alreJdy pre-understood' has J quasi

transcendental function in Bein.q and Ti1ne. 

The 'pre-structure' of the 'disclosedness' of 
being-in-the-world as an answer to the transcendental 
question as to the conditions of the possibility of the 
world's meaning constitution 

Heidegger's Jnalysis shows that the subject-object rc!Jtion of sci

entific knowledge is always already embedded in the contextual 

structure of being-in-the-world as unders!Jnding the coherent sig

nificance of the world. The beings encountered within the world are 

not primarily understood as existing or present (vorhandene) objects 

of theoretical observiltion and predicJtive determination but (rather) 

JS equipment to hilnd (zuhandenes Zeug), looked upon from the 

viewpoint of cJre, Jnd pre-understood !rom this point of view 'as 

something' (i.e. as significant). Therefore, the world itself is not 

primarily an aggregate of present objects or- JS for Kant and natural 

science- the 'existence of things in as fJr JS they make up a coher

ence Jccording to laws'; but, for Heiclegger, the . world is 'the 

situational context of understanding according to reft•rence-marks 

as a (teleological) horizon of possible cncountt'fings of beings .that 

have a specific significance'. (In German: 'Dils Worin des sich

verweisenden Ver~tehens als Woraulhin des lkgegnenlassens von 

Seiendem in der Seins<Ht der Bewilmltnis.')~ 

On the presupposition of this Heideggerian concept of the world, 

those critical-epistemologicill (erkmntni.~kritische) questions thJt are 

suggested by the traditionJI reflection upon the pure objectivity ol 

beings prove to be pseudo-problems: for instance, the question 

whether perh<1ps all objects (Jnd thilt means: even all human sub

jects ol action and knowledge qua objects) might be only within 

human consciousness. This must be J pseudo-problem. since those 

modes of being-in-the-world that are supposed in the criticJl ques

tion - namely 'being with' mere representiltions or sense data or 

being solitary in principle- Ciln be understood by us only JS 'defi

cient modes· of being-in-the-world as 'being with the beings them
selves' and 'being-together-with' other people.' 

This lleidcggerian Jnalysis, which is phenomenological Jnd 
existential-hl'l'llll'lll'llticJI, is almost exactly confirmed by a 
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Wittgensteinian analysis of language games - namely of the 
interwovenness of language games. world interpretations and activi
ties as parts of life forms. For this analysis reveals that the idealistic 
and solipsistic paradigms of the philosophy of consciousness are 
parasitic upon non- idea list and non-solipist everyday language 
games, that is on language games that even Descartes (and Husser!) 
must make use of in order to articulate their problems linguistically. 
Thus with regard to the Cartesian dream argument, one may 

prove that the meaning of the phrase 'all that is considered to be real. 
might possibly be merely my dream' is parasitic upon a language 
game, according to which there must be a difference in principle 
between a real world outside my consciousness and that which 
might be 'merely my dream'. Thereby one may justify also 

Heidegger's objection to Kant that the 'scandal of philosophy' does 

not lie in the lack of a proof for the existence of an outer world 
but rather in demanding such a proof.'' To put it briefly: the 

hermeneutic-phenomenological reflection on the 'being-always
already-in-the-world' proves its priority with regard to the post

Cartesian reflection on the 'object-consciousness' in the same sense 
as the pragmatically oriented analysis of language games can prove 

that those language games of ordinary language that are interwoven 
with the praxis of life are presupposed by the philosophical language 
games - and also by the constructive languages of the logic of 
science. 

Thus filr we h.1ve already shed light on the point of Heidegger's 
interpretation of wh<ll the late Husser! c.1lled Lebcnswe!t and of the 
fundamental relation of this lifeworld to the abstractive and ideal
izing world-themiltization of the sciences. And the point of 
Heidegger's analysis of the lifeworld appears to me to be more radical 
and more illuminating than that which can be found in the remain
ing part of Husserl's last writings on the Krisis. 7 This holds especially 
with regard to the quilsi-transcendental function of our pre
understanding of the lifeworld as a precondition of the subject
object relation of scientific knowledge. For, on Hcidegger's account. 
it becomes clear -that a pure transcendental consciousnc~s of objects 
does not suffice as J basis for the constitution of a world of signifi
cJnce- and this for at least two reasons. On the one hand, there 
is a lack of the horizon of practical engagement and hence of cogni
tive interests that could guide our searching and asking for some
thing 'as something'. On the other hand, there is also a lack with 
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regard to the medium of language by which the interpretation of 
something as something must be mediated in order to be inter

subjectively valid. 
However, given the features of the lifeworld that we have eluci

dated thus far, we have not yet revealed the whole significance of 
what Heidegger always characterizes as the 'pre-structure' of 'being
in-the-world' by using the phrase 'always already' (immer schon orje 
schon). Our explanation of this by pointing to the lileworld as a 
presupposed embedding of the object-consciousness could still be 
understood in the abstract sense of claiming only necessary precon
ditions of knowledge as Kant does in his transcendental logic And 
already on the ground of this understanding, one could speak of a 
heightening of the transcendental problematic of the conditions of 
meaning constitution beyond the special problematic of the constitu

tion of 'objectivity' in the Kantian sense. But in this case the dimen

sion of existential temporality, which is also indicated by Heidegger's 
using the terms 'always already', would not yet be taken into consid
eration. In fact the world- and self-understanding of human Dasein 
according to Heidegger is dependent on its 'pre-structure' not only in 
an abstractive transcendental-logicill sense but also in the temporal 
sense of being 'always already ahead of itself' (sich vorweg). The 
Dasein c.1nnot pull up, so to speak, its 'thrownness' into il historically 
conditioned situation-world (and its having always already become 

addicted to this world in a specific way). 
Now, if one carries through the .1nalysis of the temporality 

structure of being-always-alreJdy-in-the-world, then the inescap
able in~ight into the 'historicity' of the finite Dasein and its possible 
understanding of meaning must be the result. It is in this respect, I 
suggest. that the most radical effects of Heidegger's philosophy 
on the rest of contempor.1ry philosophy have been exerted: 
those effects that, as being quasi-transcendental conditions of the 
world-meaning constitution, have contributed most effectively to 
the detranscendentalizJtion of conlemporJry philosophy- in Rorty's 

sense, for example. 
Thus the following Heideggerian insight. which wils further 

elaborated by Gadamer, has presumably found a world-wide accept
ance: there is a temporally and historically determined (conditioned) 
pre-understanding of the world that belongs to the pre-structure of 
all cognition -that of every day as well as that of the sciences. This 
pre-understanding is always already linguistically articulated in the 
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sense of the 'public interpretation' of the lifeworlcl. This is what 
Heidegger elucidated in Being and Time as follows: 

The Dasein is never able to escape this everyday world
interpretation to which it has been familiarized from the beginning. 
Within, from, and against it, all genuine understanding, interpreting 
and communicating, all ilppropriation afresh is performed. It is not 
the case that J Dasein should ever be posed before or confronted 
with the open spJce of J world in itself. i.e., untouched by the pre
interpretation, just to gJze upon whJt is presented to it." 

Here is an elucidJtion of that dimension of the pre-structure of 

being-in-the-world by which Heidegger's hermeneutical phenom

enology is definitely distinguished from Husserl's optical and pre

linguistic type of 'evidence-phenomenology'. And it is this 

dimension that made possible the convergence of the hermeneutic 

phenomenology with the post-WittgensteiniJn development of lin
guistic philosophy. 

But. in what respect may those insights into the temporality and 

historicity still be considered JS dimensions of J possible reconstruc

tion Jnd transformation of transcendentJI philosophy? Does this 

question really expose the problematic and intriguing aspect of our 
topic? 

First it hils to be pointed out thJt it is Heidegger himself who. in 
his early work, estJblished Jn internal relationship between his 

Jnalysis of the pre-structure of the disclosedness of being-in-the

world and the problematic of transcendentJI philosophy. 

Heidegger's attempt at understanding his 'fundamental • 
ontology' as a radicalization of Kant's project of 
a transcendental philosophy 

In Being and Time I-leidegger empllilsized that his progrJmme of a 

'fundamental ontology', which placed the question Js to the 'mean

ing of being' before the question of trJditional ontology Jnd tried to 

answer this question by recourse to that 'understanding of being' 

that belongs to httman Dasein, may by no means take its urientation 

toward a pre-Kantian understanding of cognition as Jn innerwordly 

relation between a subject and an object. Thus far Heiclegger disso

ciated himself from Max Scheler's and furthermore from Nicolai 
Hartmann's conception of 'ontology' or of cognition as Jll onto!-
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ogical relationship between beings. He wrote: 'Scheler as well as 

HartmJnn, notwithstanding their different phenomenological point 

of departure, overlook the fact that ontology in its traditional basic 

orientation fails with regard to (human) Dasein and that precisely 

that "relationship of being" that is implied in cognition enforces a 

revision and not only a critical repair of ontology.'" The 'relation of 

being' that is ill stake here cannot, on 1-leidegger's account, be re

garded as a relation between two beings in the world but has to be 

thought of as 'transcendentJl' in so far as, along with Dasein's under

stJnding of being, the horizon of a world, which trJnscends every 

possible object as well as every possible subject. is projected and, so 

to speak, extended in a primordial way. 

Thus far in Being mui Time Heidegger cJn still maintain (in con

nection to Husserl's ideas): 'compJred with realism, idealism, how

ever opposed and untenable it is in effect, has a priority in principle, 

if it does not misunderstand itself as "psychological" idcalism'. 10 And 

he explains: 'if the term "idealism" means as much as understanding 

that being [Sein] can never be explained by beings, since it is always 

already the transcendental with regJrd to each being, then idealism 

implies the only Jnd right possibility of a philosophical problematic'. 

But he adds: 'if idealism means reducing <ill being to a subject or 

consciousness thJt is distinguished only by the fact that it remains 

undetermined in its being and at best is negatively charJcterized as 

"non-substantial" (11ndinglich), then idealism is no less naive than the 

crudest reJlism'. 11 llere Heidegger seems to make explicit the need 

for a fundamental-ontological transformation of Kant's transcenden-

tal philosophy. · 

But Heideggcr clarified the relationship between his progrJrnme 

of fund,lmetllal ontology and trJnscendental philosophy much more 

precisely and thoroughly in his first book on KJnt, Kant and the 
Prohll'ln of Metaphysicsu There he Jlso had to pose the most difficult 

question with regard to the relation of his own approach to classicJI 

transcendental philosophy: the question regarding the relation of 

'pure reason' to human Dasein, which precisely in (or on the ground 

of) ih temporJlity and historicity is presupposed as condition of the 

possibility o! the understanding of being. A trJnscendentJl phi

losopher might ask immediately: how is it possible to compJre the 

pre-structure of the ternporal-historicJl being-in-the-world- charac
terized by Heidegger JS that of J 'thrown project' (.qeworfener 
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Entwurf) - with the transcendental basic structure of pure reason, 

which is presupposed by Kant? 

In his first book on Kant Heidegger tried to solve this problem by 
interpreting Kant's 'pure reason' primarily as 'finite reason'. In this 

sense he tried to lay open the root of the transcendental synthesis 

of apperception as that of 'understanding being' in Kant's faculty 

of imagination (Einbildungskraft) and to understand this faculty as 

'original temporality' of the transcendental projection of the world. 

For Heidegger the transcendental faculty of imagination is the capac

ity of 'pure synthesis' and thereby of projecting by which the finite 

reason of human beings must display the horizon of all understand

ing of being in advance of all possible affect by beings. As a projecting 
of 'pure intuition' in the Kantian sense, the transcendental faculty of 

imagination must generate (bilden) the horizon of time in such a way 

that it simultaneously engenders the ecstatic dimensions of the 

present, the past and the future and thereby opens up the conditions 
of the possibility of the 'pure succession of the nows' as providing 

a 'schema-image' (Schemabild) for the possible givenness of object 

representations. 11 

Thereby Heidegger reconstructed Kant's transcendental faculty 

of imagination as a testimony and illustration for what he himself 
had claimed in Being and Time to be the threefold ecstatic 

temporalizing function of the 'original time'. And Heidegger left no 

doubt about the fact that the original function of ecstatic 
temporalization, which corresponds to Kant's 'faculty of imagina
tion' as 'original synthesis', constitutes the essence of understanding 

-that is of the 'synthesis of apperception' and moreover the essence 

of theoretical and practical reason. 

However, already in Heidegger's first book on Kant there is 

some evidence for the fact that Heidegger's separation of empirical 
intratemporality (lnnerzeitlichkeit), that is of the succession of the 
nows within the horizon of time, from the origin;:Jl time as ecstatic 

temporalization or 'pure synthesis' is counter-intuitive and cannot 

be sustained. It does not seem to be possible for Heidegger simply to 

draw a parallel between his distinction of original and vulgar time 

and Kant's transcendental distinction of reason as synthesis and 
Innerzeitlichkeit as empirical succession of moments. For at the end of 

his first book on Kant, where he summarizes his interpretation ol 
the Critique of Pure Reason along the lines of a fundamental ontology, 
Heidegger is compelled to abandon the analogy between Kant's ;md 
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his own ·architectonics'. This happens, I think, as a result or his 

discussion - ilpparently only in pilssing- of the occurrence of the 

finiteness of the understanding in Dasein and the 'trJnscendental 

subject'. According to Heidegger, this occurrence is to constitute after 

all 'the transcendental subjectivity' of the subject, the liniteness of 

reason. 

The failure of the Heideggerian quasi-transcendental 
interpretation of 'original time' and the abandonment of 
transcendental philosophy after the turn of his philosophy 

In what sense may one say that the use of the word 'occurrence' or 

'happening' (Ereignis or Gescltehen) amounts to an overthrowing of 

the Kantian 'architectonics' of transcendental philosophy? I think 
that the word 'happening', which. as is well known, is characteristic 

of Hcidegger's later philosophy and has also a central significance in 

Gadamer's Tmth and /v/ethod, points to a dilficulty of Heidegger's 

analysis of time already in Being and Time. It is a dilficulty that must 
become visible, if (or, ri.lther, when) one parallels Heidegger's 'ontic

ontological difference' with Kant's 'ernpirico-transcendental differ
ence', as Heidegger himself in his lirst book on Kant still endeavours 

to do. 
Heidegger asserts time and again that the 'original time', which 

constitutes the essence of the transcendental synthesis, is radically 

different from the vulgar conception of time in the sense of a succes

sion of moments within the horizon of time because the original 

ecstatic time precedes the 'intri.ltemporality' as a condition that 
generates the horizon for the succession of moments. This appears 

quite transcendental- even in the Kantian sense. But the question is 

whether in this ci.l~e Heidegger is right to talk meaningfully about a 

'happening' of 'transcendence', or or the 'transcendenti.ll synthesis' 

generating the horizon·? Is it possible to speak in a meaningful way 

of a 'happening' without already making use of the traditional 

concept of time as a succession nf nwments, that is to say, of 

i 11 t ra temp<Jri.llity? 
One may ei.lsily grant Heidegger that the traditional concept 

of time does not heed the moml'tll of (qui.lsi-transcendental) 

'temporillization' (Zeiti.</1111.</). that is ol generating the three ecstatic 
dimensions ol the present. the past and the future, Jnd that this 
ecstatic structure of temporalizi.ltion (which may be paralleled to 
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the triadic structure of the 'apprehensive', 'reproductive' and 
'recognitive' faculty of imagination) is always already presupposed in 

our talk of 'now' (in contradistinction to 'a minute ago' and 'soon'). 

At the same time, however, one has nevertheless to insist that, by 

referring to a 'happening', the factual 'one after another' of a succes

sion of moments and thus far empirical 'intratemporality' in the 

Kantian sense is presupposed too. If one abstracts completely from 

'intratemporality' - as Heidegger seems to suggest in Being and Time 
and still in his first book on Kant- that is if one tries to conceive of 

an 'original time' only in the sense of the simultaneous originating of 

the three 'ecstasies', then one can no longer understand the moving 

of the time. (It is not accidental that most philosophers, for example 

Kant, James and Husser!, used the metaphor of a stream in talking 

about the time or the consciousness of time. But a stream- being a 

continuous happening - is something that in Kant's sense is also 

'intratemporal'. It can be experienced within the frame of Kant's 

temporal form of intuition, and that means: it must be empirically 

ascertainable, e.g. by the distinction between the simultaneity and 
the succession of two events.) 

Thus far the suspicion arises that Heidegger's reconstruction of 

Kant's conception of transcendental synthesis in terms of 'original 

time' may be doomed to failure. And this suspicion, I think. is fully 

confirmed by the changes in philosophical 'architectonics' that are 

connected with Heidegger's Kehre. The quasi-transcendental under

standing of the ('original') time, and thereby also the quasi-Kantian 

distinction between ecstatic 'temporalization' and 'intratemporality', 
is now tacitly given up together with the whole philosophy of subjec
tivity which now has to be overcome. 

Heidegger now speaks quite openly of a 'happening' of 'clearing' 

and simultaneously 'concealing' of being and thus far of a 'history of 
being'. Still it may not be overlooked that lleidegger. by the 'hap
pening' (Ere(q11i.1) of the mission (Schickttll!J) of being, still means 
'temporalization' (and 'spacing' or 'spacialization') as primordial 

constitution of meaning horizons of a lifeworld rather than 'occur

rence' within the .world that has been already constituted. The quasi
transcendental notion of 'temporalization' qua meaning constitution 

by Dasein's project is transformed into the notion of a world- and 
meaning constitution by the mission (Schickung) of being. But it must 
not be overlooked also that Heidegger now wlks of 'epochal' happen
ings of the 'history of being', that is of happenings that followed each 
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other and may be considered as corresponding to the well-known 

intratemporal and intra-historical epochs of the history of philoso

phy, as for instance the foundation of metaphysics by the Greeks. the 

transformation of this foundation by the Romans and Christianity. 

and finally the instauration of modern science and technology as the 

Ira me ( Geste/1). 
It i~ precisely this intratemporality and intra-historicity of 'hap

penings' (Ereignisse), which at the same time are considered to have 

opened up and thus originated the meaning of being. that precedes 

the possibility of true and false judgements. And it is this intertwin

ing of quasi-transcendental temporalization and intratemporality 

that makes up the challenge of Heidegger's later philosophy to a 

transcendental philosophy that is oriented toward Kant's conception 

of a universally valid constitution of the world's objectivity by the 

synthetical functions of understanding or reason. This challenge 

culminates in Heidegger's claims that the whole philosophy of the 

transcendental subject - and, moreover. the whole philosophy in 

general as an enterprise of the logos, or reason ( Vernunft), as a faculty 

of demanding and providing reasons- is now to be understood with 

regard to its validity as a finite result of an originating event of the 

history of being. 
Here a question might arise: how can this Heideggerian thesis 

itself still be thought or stated with a claim to universal validity? 

Does it not turn out, after all. that time in the traditional sense, 

which was already considered by Parnwnides and Plato as the most 
serious endangering of the possibility of thought's validity- that time 

in this sense in Heidegger's late philosophy holds sway over reason 

which according to the earlier Heidegger was to be identical with 
'orignal time'? 11 (With Gadamer the same problematic reappears

the only difference being here that Gadamer does not take pains to 

deny the intraternporal character of what he calls Silln_qcsc!teltm or 

even Waltrltcit.lgeschcltm. He still wishes to respond in a sense to the 

transcendental question as to the 'conditions of the possibility of 

understanding'." but he no longer sees any difficulty in answering 
this question exclusively in terms of historical happenings or even 
processes - finally in terms of ontological or cosmological processes 

of playing that seem to be conceived in a pre-Kantian sense of 
ontology.) 11

' 

Nevertheless. a Iter this reconstruct ion of llcidegger's 't imc' phi
lo<>ophy which finally amounts to a destruction of tramcendental 
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philosophy, we must again ask the question whether Heidegger's 
approach is justified as an answer to the question about the condi

tions of the possibility of the meaning constitution for the lifeworld. 
With regard to this question we have suggested that it poims to the 

need fur a transformation of transcendental philosophy, since a 

pure transcendental consciousness cannot explain the constitution of 

the concrete pre-understanding of the significance of the lifeworld 
that is presupposed by all cognition. To this extent Heidegger's trans

formation of Kant's transcendental philosophy seems to be plausible 

to me. 

But our reconstruction of this transformation has also led us to 
make the following point: Heidegger's presupposition of a meaning

constitutive temporality and historicity ol world-understanding, 

which finally leads to the meaning-constitutive happenings of the 

history of being, turns out to be incompatible with the possibility of 
answering Kant's question as to the conditions of the possibility of 

the universal objectivity and hence inter-subjective validity of our 

understanding. Which consequence may be drawn from this eli

lemma? Do we perhaps- following Heidegger- have to consider the 

possibility that all objective validity of knowledge and thus far the 

possible truth Jnd fJisdwod ofjudgements is dependent. in a uniiJt

erJI way, on the preceding happenings of a world disclosure that 

articulates and delivers itself in the historical langtwges? 

The spirit of our time appears to be prepJred to Jccept this 
principled subordination of the question of the validity of knowledge 

(and, by the way, also of norms) under the question of historical 

world disclosure quJ meaning constitution. Thus the truth and false
hood of scientific discoveries- according to ThomJs Kuhn - mJy be 

understood JS dependent upon the preceding constitution of the 

'pJradigms' of 'normal science' which themselves may be compJred 
with the historicJI 'clearings' or 'conceJiings' of the 'history of be

ing'. In JccordJnce with this conception also the rightness or wrong

ness of morJinorms seems be dependent on a pJrticular. contingent 
'consensus-bJsis', as Rorty suggests. In brief: the validity of the logos 
(reason) and its modes, which serve universality and identity, seems 
to be subordinJted to J meJning-constitutive happening of 
temporal-historical generation of differences (what Derrida terms 'Ia 

differance'). 
However, there is J transcendental-reflexive Jrgument that we 
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could oppose to this tendency: the universal vJiidity c!Jim of the 

detranscendentJiization Jrgumcnts themselves is not compatible 

with the propositional content of these arguments: Jrguments that 
relativize their own validity claim to temporal-historical happenings 

cJnnot state at least this rebtivizJtion itself with J corresponding 

validity ciJirn. Apart from this centrJI paradox, the question arises 
whether there is in fJct a uniiJterJI re!Jtion of dependence between 
the truth and fJisehood of (empiricJI) judgements and the preceding 

clearing-concealing world disclosures JS suggested by Heidegger's 

theory of truth. Could it not be thJt there is rJther a relation of 

reciprocal dependence between both sides- such that Jlso the lin

guistic disclosure uf meaning on its part is dependent on its being 

tested in those processes of experience and learning that itself has 

made them possible? ln Being and Time Heidegger himself had sug
gested the possibility of such a relation of mutuJI corrcnion by 

introducing his notion of the 'hermeneutic circle'. 
However, even if one defends the latter strategy, JS I would, one 

is blatantly supposing- in contradistinction to cbssical trJnscenden

tJI philosophy- that the question as to the conditions of the possibil
ity of rncJning constitution is not the same JS the question as to the 

conditio;s of the possibility of justifying the validity of knowledge 

(or of norms). This distinction, which, on its pJrt, makes possible J 

new relating of both dimensions of the transccndentJI problem, 
i!ppeJrs to me to turn out as an interim result of our reconstruction 

of Heidcgger's transformation of transcendental philosophy. 
In my opinion this interim result may serve as a vantage point 

for another strategy which is an alternative to the rashionable strat
egy of detranscendentalization: this Jlternative should do justice, on 

the one hJnd, to the historicity or the world's meaning constitution 

and its being the precondition for true and false judgements, but Jlso 
to the conditions of the universal and timeless validity of these 

judgements, on the other. (This holds not only for the empiricJI 
judgements that have bcell made possible by the meaning constitu

tion hut also for the philosophicJI judgements Jbout the relationship 

between meaning constitution Jnd the validity of judgments.) 
To corrohorJte this thesis I must discuss in a detour the internal 

re!Jtion and the dirference between the problematic of meaning 
constitution and of the justification of vJlidity within the history of 

transcendental philosophy. 
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The relationship of meaning constitution and justification 
of validity in the frame of a transcendental pragmatics 
of language 

The relation between the question of meaning constitution 
and the question of validity within the history of 
transcendental philosophy 
Let me first state that for Kant the question as to the conditions of the 

possibility of the objective validity of scientific knowledge coincides 

with the question as to the transcendental conditions of the consti

lll!ion of the a priori meaning of objectivity (i.e. Gt:genstiindlichkeit). 
More specifically, Kant does answer the first question by reducing it 

to the second. This constitutes the point of the 'Copernican turn' 

which is inspired by the basic topos of modern philosophy, according 

to which we can understand a priori only what we ourselves have 

made or in a certain sense can make. 17 13ut Kant could make plau

sible this solution of the transcendental problem only by confining 

his entire problematic to the question of the constitution of the a 
priori valid form of objective experience and hence of the objectivity 
of the world to be experienced. 

This situation was changed however in a lundamenta.l way by 

Husserl's expanding of the Kantian problematic of 'transcendental 

constitution', that is by Husscrl's transcending Kant's question in 

order to account for the constitution of the concrete rnanifoldness of 

the meaning contents of experience of the lifcworld - such as it 

expresses itself in language. Such an expansion implied as its imme

diate consequence, I believe, that the Kantian identification of the 

formal a priori conditions of meaning constitution with the condi

tions of the justification of the validity of knowledge could no longer 

be redeemed. For the presuppositions of meaning constitution in 

the sense of the concrete manifoldness of world disclosure refer 

indeed to those temporal-historical conditions that were assumed 
by Heidegger. 

Be that as it may, the peculiarity and the deficiency of Husserl's 

transformation of.transcendental philosophy arc due to the fact that 

he preserved the solution strategy of Kant's philosophy ol the tran

scendental subject even with regard to his expanded problematic of 

meaning constitution. For although he had extended the question in 
the way I pointed out, he nevertheless wished to give the answer
in a certain analogy to Kant- by reducing the meaning constitutions 
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ol the lifeworld to the intentional achievements of a transcendental 

consciousness, without taking into account the language mediation 

of the vast variety of the meaning contents of the lifeworld. Thus he 

was able, as it appeared, to escape Heidegger's problematic of a 

temporal-historical world-meaning constitution and thereby adapt 

his newly detected problcmatics of the pre-scientific meaning con

stitution of the lifcworld to that of a Kamian transcendental 

philosophy. But this restoration of the programme of classical tran

scendental philosophy was evidently doomed to failure because 

Husser! totally overlooked the role of linguistic mediation and thus of 

the dependence on history of concrete meaning consti!lltion. 

Does this rejection ol Husserl's project of transcendental phi

losophy allows for an alternative to Heidegger's transformation and 

destruction of transcendental philosophy? Must the alternative 

to Husserl's strategy of reducing the justification of the validity of 

experience to meaning constitution by the transcendental subject be 

-necessarily- the reduction of all validity to the meaning constitu

tion by the history of being, as suggested by Heidegger? 

A transcendental-pragmatic renegotiation of the analysis of the 
'pre-structure' of understanding in Being and Time 
In my opinion there is an alternative to the Heideggcrian suggestion. 

It is opened by the same reflection that- as a first step- enforced the 

assumption of a temporal-historical meaning constitution: namely 

by the reflection on the language mediation of our understanding of 

the lifeworld. For this reflection points not only to the undeniable 

historicity of meaning consti!lltion but also to the fact that, already 

on the level of communicative understanding of the meaning of our 

utterances, a claim to universal validity of meaning is presupposed: a 

claim to the validity of meaning which ccm be definitively redeemed 

- if at all - only by the possible consensus of an indefinite, ideal 

community ol communication and interpretation (as understood by 

Peirce and Royce).'' In a setniotically transformed transcendental 

philosophy this 'regulative ide,1' has to take the place (so to speak) 

of the transcendental subject of meaning constitution (which on 

lfusserl's account was to warrant the universal inter-subjective va

lidity of meaning by irs solitary intentional achievements). 

If the definite consensus of the ideal community of interpreta
tion may be presupposed- which of course can never be supposed 
empirically- then the universally valid redemption of all justifiable 
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meaning claims would be identical with the historical meaning con

stitution (i.e. everybody would at least understand anybody else). 1
'' 

And therefore, under this ideal presupposition and the additional 

supposition of an exhaustion of all truth criteria that are available to 

an indefinite community of reseilfchers- for example of all possible 

criteria of evidence and coherence - the redemption of all discur

sively justifiable truth claims would also be possible. 20 

I argue that this counterfactual supposition of the ideal of a 

consensual justification of validity claims (which was first envisaged 

by Peirce) represents the alternative, or, so to speak, 'counter

instance' of reason, to Heidegger's conception of the history of being, 

and to the transcendental subject of classical transcendental philoso

phy. Being a counterfactual supposition and a regulative idea of 

what consensual justification of validity would be, it obviously does 

not contradict the factual dependence of our understanding, for 

example of our capability of asking questions and hence also of the 

truth or falsehood of possible answers, on the temporal-historical 

meaning constitution of the lifeworld, as it is articulated in the 

language as medium of understanding. Nevertheless, we have to 

insist that from this dependence- which was explored by Heidegger 

- it does not follow that the possible justification of validity - of 

meaning and truth - is conditioned in a unilateral way by the 

preceding historical meaning constitution. 

In light of the variety and diversity of languages or language 

games, the postulate of consensual justification of validity firstly 

functions as a regulative idea of translatability and hence for a 

progressive translation and hermeneutic interpretation of meaning; 

furthermore it functions as a regulative idea for the progressive 

research qua searching for the truth under the restrictive conditions 

of abstractive meaning constitutions. Even these restrictive condi

tions however do not constitute themselves merely in dependence 

on the background conditions of the lifeworld as they are always 

already opened up by the history of being. For they are also always 

already constituted in dependence on learning processl's in the sense 

of 'trial and error', and this means, in the age of science, on methodi

cally controlled processes of discursive redemption or refutation on 

the basis of criteria. 
It has to be conceded that we shall always remain under the 

sway of the historical and socio-cultural 'background' assumptions of 
the lileworld. Up to this point, a view that, along with Heidegger and, 
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Wittgenstein, focuses only on the !actual conditions ol understand

ing may appear as if it finally considers only the historical happening 

of meaning and truth. However, such a position would be blind to 

the actuaL performative validity claims that are brought forward 

in the situation of communication, and it is finally the validity claims 

of the philosophers themselves who argue tor the historicist position 

that have to be put under scrutiny. 
A~ I see it, Heidegger himsl'lf. who discovered the idea of the 

temporality of being (which is not to be confused with the abstract 

beingness of traditional ontology), could never bring to bear, as 

against the generative power of time, a counter-instance of reason, 

for example such a thing as Kant's 'regulative ideas'. This fundamen

tal deficiency seems to be caused, in the last resort, by the fact that 

Heidegger, already in Bein:J and Time, in his analysis of the pre

structure of being-in-the-world or of understanding being, did not 

account- by strict transcendental reflection- for the claim to univer

sal validity and the presuppositions of his own analysis of the 

(existential-ontological) structures of being-in-the-world. Instead, 

his analysis, so to speak, fell upon the contingent. historically con(li

tioned structures of 'facticity' (_qeworfener-Entwurf). Hereby he in

deed discovered for the first time those structures that today are 

called 'background' presuppositions of the lifeworld. Thus in Bein:1 
and Time the later turn of his philosophy in the sense of deriving the 

'thrown project' from the 'happening' of the 'mission of being' had 

already been grounded- at least in the sense that there was no lo_qos 
of the philosophical thought itself that could be counterposed to the 

history of being. The way to 'detranscendentalization' which today 

seerns so plausible tor many people was paved then. 

But this whole surrender of the lo,qos to the superiority of time

at least in Heidegger- rests on the fact that one part of the pre

structure of world understanding was overleapt, so to speak: namely 

that part which contains the specific validity claims and presupposi

tions of the philosophical analysis of being-in-the-world. In short: 

a deficiency of reflection came about that- by contrasting it with 

Heidegger's talk of 'oblivion of being' (Sdnsvergessenheit) - we may 

call it 'oblivion of the logos' ( Lr_qO.I'I't'r.'lessmheit). And it should be 

noted that by 'logos' I would not understand the logos of the Geste/1, 
that is of making available by objectifying or making present in 
Heideggcr's and Derrida's sense, but a much wider logos, which is 
presupposed by a co!l\lllllnicative understanding and - finally in a 
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form that cannot he reflectively denied without self-contradiction

by the philosophical discourse itself. 21 

At this point the task of a reiteration pf Heidegger's analysis 
of the pre-structure of world-understanding arises, if we desire a 
transformiltion of transcendental philosophy that would be 
oriented toward a pragmatics of language communication. Such 

a transformation should avoid Heidegger's reflection deficit of 

the Logosvergessenheit without losing sight of his discovery of the 

temporal-historical background presuppositions of the lifeworld -

especially of the clearing-concealing structure of the meaning con

stitution by the linguistic world disclosure. It seems dear that this 

task cannot be carried through to the end by a return to a transcen

dental philosophy of the transcendental subject or consciousness, 

that is neither by a restriction of the problematic of meaning consti

llltion to the constitution of objectivity in Kant's sense nor by re
course to a meaning constitution that - along Husserlian lines -

could be conceived as an intentional achievement of a self-sufficient 
subject in the wake of 'transcendental solipsism'. Instead I suggest 

that, at the beginning of the philosophical venture, we reflect on 

those transcendental-pragmatic presuppositions of arguing, that is of 

the argumentative discourse, that must be acknowledged - in order 
to avoid a performative self-contrJdiction -by each interlocutor, in 

other words, even by eJch subject of empiricJlly solitary thinking. 
And I do insist on this suggestion, even iL Jt present. this appears to 

be very unfashionable with regard to the opening move of the 

philosophical language game. 
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Recent Continental European philosophy has converged on the rejection of 
the subject, or more broadly of the metaphysics of subjectivity. Though this 
rejection is most commonly associated with French Post-structuralism, it is 
equally important in llabem1as' work. Habermas disagrees with french views 
on humanism, rationality and the enlightenment, but he joins them in their 
opposition to what he calls the philosophy of consciousness. A recent anthol
ogy by a group of French thinkers (Cadava, Connor and Nancy, 1991) bears 
the title: Who Comes Ajier the Subject'! 1 suggesting that the battle against the 
subject has been fought and won, the opponent vanquished for good. Where, 
its editors seem to ask, do we go from here? 

What exactly is the metaphysics of the subject, that is so resoundingly 
rejected by such diverse thinkers? It is generally portrayed as nothing les~ 
than the entire mainstream of modem philosophy, beginning with Descartes 
and culminating in its most extreme form in phenomenology and existential
ism. It is centered in such notions as the cogito, the 'I think,' consciousness, 
self-consciousness, self-transparency, self-determination. In spite of its domi
nance, this tradition is thought to have been gradually undermined in the 
course of our century when philosophers began to take seriously some pow
erful ideas from outside the philosophical mainstream, notably those of false 
consciousness (Marx) the unconscious (Freud) and structuralist conceptions 
of language. 

By themselves, however, these extra-philosophical intrusions would not 
have been enough to bring on the full-scale repudiation of the mainstream 
tradition. Merleau-Ponty and Ricoeur, among others, have made valiant at
tempts to intergrate them into the mainstream. What was decisive, I think, in 
combination with the inlluences already mentioned, was the work of the 

• A version olthis paper was delivered as The Aaron Ourwitsch Memorial Lecture at the 
annual meding of the Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy in New 
Orleans, October I ~IJJ. 
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later Heidegger. There is a well-known irony in this: lleidegger betrays no 
acquaintance with Freud or structuralist theory, and acknowledges Marx only 
seldom and grudgingly. Unlike them, he is the ultimate philosophical in
sider, preoccupied primarily with the canon of philosophical history. 

Nevertheless Heidegger's attack on the modern tradition has been thought 
.::ompatible with these other counter-currents, at least by some. But it is also 
in many ways broader and deeper. If Freud, Marx and structuralism call into 
question the modern understanding of human beings, Heidegger links this 
understanding to that of being as such. He attacks not just the philosophical 
anthropology of modern philosophy, but the underlying ontology or meta
physics on which it is based. Furthermore, his account of the connection 
between philosophy, science and technology adds a dimension which is to
tally lacking in Freud and structuralism, and it is much more sophisticated, 
in the eyes of many, than the one found in Marx. And in any case Marx has 
been discredited for political reasons in French philosophy now for more 
than a decade. 

Thus it is Heidegger's later work, and in particular his reading of the his
lory of modern philosophy, which has been the dominant inlluence in the 
attack on the metaphysics of the subject. In this paper I want to reopen the 
JUestion of the subject by critically examining Ileidegger's reading. In par
ticular, I want to claim that Heidegger ignores the distinction between the 
metaphysical and the transcendental traditions in modern philosophy, and 
that he does this by misreading the work of Kant and Husser!. I shall first 
recount the main features of Heidegger's reading. Then I shall try to show 
what is wrong with it by advancing an alternative reading of my own. 

1. Heidegger's reading of modern philosophy 

For the late I leidegger all philosophy is ontology or metaphysics, whose task 
it to think about beings as a whole with respect to their being (EdP 61 ). 1 For 
ancient and medieval philosophy, this thinking finds its expression in the 
<:oncept of substance as hypokeimenvn, substantia or subjectum. Substance 
is the underlying, persisting foundation which supports everything else. To 
he is either to be a substance or to be a property or predicate of a substance. 
Substance exists in the primary sense, everything else exists "in" substance 
and thus has a merely secondary and dependent way of existing. 

Modem metaphysics is a variation on this theme, with an important differ
ence. Beginning with Descartes, the human or conscious "subject." the cog ito, 
assumes the role of substance or primary existence. As lleidegger puts it in 
the Nietzsche lectures, all metaphysics is charactized by "subjectity," but in 
modern philosophy this is transformed into "subjectivity" [N 450fT.). To be 
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is either to he such a subject or to exist "in" such a subject, and thus again to 
have a secondary and derivative mode of being. But to exist ''in" a subject is 
now not so much to be a predicate or property of it, as to be an object or 
representation lor it. In virtue of the principle of self-consciousness the sub
ject even has the status of object or representation lor itself. And primary 
being or subjectivity, t(.)llowing Lcibniz, Hegel and N ictzsche, is conceived 
as the adivity, striving or will, which takes over all being by objectifying it 
and reducing it to calculable representations, framing it within a world-pic
ture which is a prudul:t of subjective (human) activity. 

This notion of activity is embodied in various notions of method or proce
dure, from Descartes' Discours and Regulae through Hegel's dialectical 
method, and tinds its expression as well in such notions as scientific method, 
research, and experimental and technical procedure. Modern philosophy cul
minates in the development and success of technology. "The end of philoso
phy n::veals itself as the triumph of the manipulable arrangement of a 
scientilic-technical world." ( .. Das Ende der Philosophic zeigt sich als dcr 
Triumph der steuerbaren Einrichtung einer wissenschaftlich-technischen 

Welt ... ") IEdP 651 
I low do Kant and llusserl tit into this picture? In keeping with his reading 

of all tht: modern philosophers, Heidegger asserts that Kant's doctrine in the 
first Critique is really metaphysical rather than epistemological or critical [K 
13 f.]. In his early work (Being and Time and Kant and the Problem u_(Meta
physics) lleidcgger subjects Kant to the same sort of critique he directs at 
other modern philosophers. They understand the being of beings in gencral 
as substantiality or Vorhandenheit, which is bad enough, and go on to make 
the much more serious mistake of interpreting the being of Oasein in the 
same way. Thus, in spite of the rich ontological possibilities to be found in 
his work, Kant contributes to the misunderstanding of human existence whid1 
lleidegger seeks to put right with his fundamental ontology. 

In his later work, lleidegger's critical reading of Kant developcs parallel 
to his reading of the other ligures of modem philosophy. For one thing, the 
attempt to lind in Kant's work positive steps toward a genuine ontology, is 
practically abandoned. Kant is treated along with Descartes ct al. as a repre
sentative of the modem "mdaphysics and ontology" which lleideggcr stud
ies in order to overcome. 

In a sense, then, we could say that it is only the negative side of Kant that 
now interests lleidegger; but the negative side has also subtly changed. The 
issue is no longer the misunderstanding of Dasein, but rather Kant's partici
pation in the metaphysics of the subject. Again denying any distinction be
tween ontology and epistemology or (in Kantian terms) Critique, Heidegger 
calls "Transcendentalphilosophie" simply "the modern form of ontology" 
Cdie neuzeitlichc Gestalt der Ontologie") lUdM 74]. The claim that Kant 
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substantivizes the human being remains part of this, of course, but equally 
important is the more general notion that "the beingness of beings is thought 
as presence for the securing representation. Beingness is now objectivity" 
("die Seiendheit des Seienden als die Anwesenheit fur das sicherstellende 
Vorstellen gedacht wird. Seiendheit ist jetzt Gegenstandigkeit.") [74f.] 
Heidegger seizes on the tem1 Vorstellen in order to express the connection, in 
modem philosophy as a whole, between representation and technology, and 
Vorstellen is a central Kantian tenn. Given the importance of language for 
Heidegger, Kant could be seen to have played a central role in modern meta
physics by this terminological choice alone. The development that begins 
with Descartes, whereby the essence of reality (Wirk/ichkeit) is seen as the 
"Gegenstandlichkeit des Gegenstandes (Objecktivitat des Objekts)," is fully 
grasped in all clarity only by Kant. [N 433] ( ... erst von Kant in aller Klarheit 
... begriffen.) In his notion of the "original synthetic unity of transcendental 
apperception" (as Heidegger styles it, N 463), Kant also fully articulates the 
principle of self-consciousness originally formulated by Descartes. 

Equally important is the manner in which Kant goes beyond Leibniz in 
portraying knowledge as an activity and objects known as something like its 
products [see FndD 142-3]. "Das Vorstellen erwirkt die Zustellung des 
Entgegenstehens des Gegenstandes." [N 433; Heidegger warns us not to in
terpret this to mean the object is a psychological product.] What is more, 
Heidegger emphasizes that Kant calls the understanding a faculty of rules 
(Vermogen der Regeln), and even as source of rules [FndD 147], which ties 
in with the modem conception of knowledge as procedure or method. This is 
a crucial step on the way to the conception of subjectivity as will to power. 

In one of Heidegger's last publications, Husser! is drawn into this picture 
·ts well. Heidegger's relation to Husser! was always, to say the least, compli
cated. Being and Time is of course dedicated to Husser!, and contains refer
l~nces to him which are almost exclusively positive. The lectures of the 1920s 
document better than Being and 1ime Heidegger's critical stance toward 
Husserl's conception of phenomenology, but even they are veiled in the kind 
of deference Heidegger obviously thought he owed to his mentor. It is clear 
•hat he found Husser! 's transcendental turn, after the Logical Investigations, 
a perversion of the genuine idea of phenomenology. And lleidegger's cri
tique of Kant's substantivization of the subject was probably aimed at 
Husserl's "transcendental ego" as well. 

When Heidegger· turns in the mid-1930s to his more historical preoccupa
lions, Husser! practically vanishes ti·om his pages along with others who 
were frequently cited in his earlier works, such as Jaspers, Scheler, Cassirer, 
;,nd Dilthey. These philosophers were contemporaries from whom Heidegger 
wished to distance himself, some had become politically unmentionable (in
cluding Husser!); and in any case they were not taken to belong to the history 

274 

407 

of metaphysi~:s, with which lleidegger was now preo~:cupied. This history 
was supposed to have come to an end with Nietzsche. 

It is thus all the more interesting that Husser! should turn up in the 1964 
text "Das Ende der Philosophic un die Aufgabe des Denkens," where he is 
given a place of honor alongside llegel as a representative of modem meta
physics. To be sure, this is an honor which Husser! and Hegel might not have 
accepted with a great deal of pleasure, since what they supposedly represent 
is a mode of thinking which has now come (or is coming ) to an end and 
needs to be replac,ed. The point here is to seek for a task still reserved for 
thinking after the end of philosophy. "Welche Aufgabe bleibt dcm Denken 
noch vorbehalten amEnde der Philosophic?" [66]. 

It is in this context that Husser! now enters the scene, along with Hegel, as 
a representative of modern philosophy. Heidegger is himself in search of 
"die Sac he des Denkens" --the matter or the issue of thinking after philoso
phy, and he turns to these two thinkers for what they said about the "Sache" 
of philosophy. Each of these thinkers called philosophy back "zur Sache" or 
"zu den Sachen selbst." What did they think the "Sache" of philosophy was, 
what did they think philosophy was really about? 

Though he admits that there are great differences between Hegel and 
Husser!, Heidegger thinks they both conceive of philosophy in terms of the 
connection between subjedivity and method. Thus they conform to the fa
miliar and unified picture developed by Heidegger for modern philosophy as 
a whole. The matter of philosophy is really decided in advance l{lr both 
philosophers in virtue of their belonging to the modern tradition. The "sub
jectivity of consciousness" (p. 69) is what both of them are after, and both 
conceive of their task as that of developing a procedure for bringing subjec
tivity "to certiliable givenness" ("zur ausweisbaren Gegebenlu:it.") (p. 69) 
Heidcgger mentions Husserl's "Principle of all principles" from Ideas I, which 
is embodied in the transcendental reduction (p. 70). Through it Husser! seeks 
to ground "the objectivity of all objects"-- which Heidegger equates with 
'"lias Sein des Seienden" - in and through subjectivity. 

Thus Heidegger presents Husser! as conforming pertcctly to the pattern of 
the tradition, as yet another variation on the theme of modern metaphysics. 
Like everyone else, whether he realizes it or not llusserl is "really" trying to 
think the being of beings. In the lirst instance, to be is to be an object of 
representation. "Gegebenheil" is just Husser! 's version of Anwesenheit or 
Vorhandenheit. Uut this in turn means to be an object or representation for 
the subject; and of course the subject even has this status for itself. The latter 
is thus being in the prima1y sense, or as llusserl himself says, "das einzige 
absolute Seiende" (p. 70). Transcendental subjectivity is just the latest ver
sion of the ancient h}pokeimenon. 

What is more, Husserl shares with his modern predecessors the preoccu-
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pation with method. Through the phenomenological epoche, atler all, any 
independence the object might have is taken away. The method is described 
as a reduction: it reduces the world to the status of intentional object or 
representation. In the process transcendental subjectivity achieves full 
Gegebenheit to itself. Though he does not say it, Heidegger might have char
acterized Husserl's method, as he does that of the other modern philoso
phers, as a roundabout way of describing the technological subjugation of 
the world. 

2. An alternative reading 

Having laid out in broad outlines Heidegger's story of modern philosophy, I 
would like now to suggest ways of opening a critical perspective on it. Pre
cisely with respect to its central focus, the concept of the subject or subjec
tivity, Heidegger's account seems to me to overlook a major difference in 
modern philosophy, that between metaphysics and the critique of metaphys
ics, and the closely related difference between the ontological and the tran
scendental traditions. In recounting Heidegger's reading of the moderns, I 
singled out his interpretations of Kant and of Husser!, who for me are the 
chief representatives of the latter tradition. I want to show that Heidegger has 
misread what is central to their thought and what distinguishes them from 
the rest of modem philosophy. 

There are a couple of rather obvious things about Kant that Heidegger 
seems almost blatantly to ignore. To consider Kant's theory a metaphysics of 
the subject is to ignore that such a metaphysics is one of Kant's primary 
targets in the First Critique. The section entitled Paralogisms of Pure Reason 
attacks precisely those philosophers who treat the epistemological subject as 
substance and try to build a metaphysics upon it. They have failed to distin
guish, Kant says in effect, between the self as it turns up in experience as the 
bearer of psychological properties, and the "I think" that functions as condi
tion of the possibility of that very experience. While the former may be con
sidered substance in the limited phenomenal sense, the latter certainly cannot. 

That the transcendental "I think" may not be treated as a substance in any 
metaphysical sense, is clearly enunciated in the First Critique. While Kant 
speaks of transcendental apperception or self-consciousness, the "I" is not 
conscious of itself as an object, as something vorhanden or anwesend to 
itself. One of the great puzzles of the Transcendental Deduction, one which 
practically scandalized Kant's contemporaries, is that the self-awareness which 
constitutes the supreme condition of the possibility of experience, cannot be 
considered an instance of self-knowledge. In saying this Kant denies pre
cisely what is most important about Descartes' cugito. This was intolerable 
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to Fichte, for example: how could the fundamental principle ofthe system of 
knowledge not itself by known? It seems not to have occurred to him that 
Kant was not seeking in the self the same metaphysical jimdamentum 
incuncussum sought by oth!.!r modern philosophers, that he was not really a 
foundationalist in the same way they were. And it seems not to have occurred 
to Heideggcr either. 

Furthermore, the relation of the "I think" to its objects, if relation it can be 
called, cannot be construed as a relation between a thing and its properties, 
or even as a relation a Ia Leibniz between a subject and its representations. 
To construe it in this way seems to me to attribute to Kant precisely the view 
he is most at pains to deny. I am referring to what Kant calls E1jilhrung. 
experience, which is equivalent for him to empirical knowledge. We actually 
do have experience in this sense, as Kant tells us repeatedly, and the question 
is, how is it possible? But Kant raises this question based on a very definite 
conception of what experience is. 

The "I think" expresses, in the idiom of later period, an intentional 
directcdness. To think is to think of something or about something or that 
something is the case. Experience in Kant's sense is of course a particular 
kind of thinking, that is, the kind embodied in our knowledge of the sensible 
world. This knowledge requires that out thinking be linked with sense-repre
sentations or intuitions. Hut what is the nature of this link? One might expect 
that, since thought requires an object, it is sense-representations that serve 
this function, that they are what experience is abuut. 

But this is precisely not what Kant is saying. In fact, his rejection of such 
a notion is a decisive aspect of his own doctrine in relation to his predeces
sors. 

Kant rejects the so-called "way of ideas" expressed notoriously by Locke 
when he said that the term "idea" "serves bet to stand lor whatsoever is the 
ubject of the understanding when a man thinks" (Locke, 1956: 17). Kant 
indeed uses the te1m Vurstellung -- usually rendered "representation" in Eng
lish, in a way that corresponds roughly to the term "idea" in English and its 
cognates in French and Latin, as used by Locke and otlu:r early modern 
philosophers. And he believes that such representation, in the lorm of sensa
tions or "impressions" (t.'indriicke, A 50, B 74 )! are necessarily involved in 
our knowledge of the sensible world. But these representations arc "mere 
determination of the mind" (ibid). Our knowledge of the sensible world is 
not about our mind or its contents or determinatiollS; it is precisely about the 
sensible world, or rather about objec;ts in the sensible world. All experience 
"contains[s], in addition to the intuition of the senses through which some
thing is given, a concept of an object as being thereby given, that is to say, as 
appearing." (A 93, B 126). Experience requires that a manifold of intuition 
be united, nut in the subject that has or receives them, but rather in an object 
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- i.e., something whose very concept is that of being other than and inde
pendent of the subject. 

What functions as the supreme condition of the possibility of experience, 
then, transcendental apperception, is a self-consciousness, but not of the sub
ject as metaphysical substance conversant only with its own ideas. This would 
be the Berkeleyan soul or the Leibnizian monad. It may also correspond to 
Kant's conception of the self given in empirical self-consciousness: a thing 
in the world with its psychological properties. Instead, this transcendental 
subject transcends itself toward its objects and toward the world. But his 
means it is also limited by the world. 

Kant's notion of the understanding "as it were, ... prescribing law to 
nature" (der Natur gleichsam das Gesetz vorzuschreiben) might seem to sup
port perfectly the Heideggerian interpretation, but that notion must be taken 
together with that of the receptivity of the knowing subject. If the under
standing determines what counts as an object of knowledge, it does not cre
ate its objects [A 92, B 125] but must wait for them to be given. This is one 
side of its finitude. The other is expressed in the doctrine of transcendental 
idealism according to which the world may be more than or other than it is 
under the conditions governing its appearance to us. To be sure this doctrine 
is so difficult and troublesome that it was rejected from the start, and is 
rejected to this day, even by some of Kant's strongest suppotters. But Kant 
insists on it. And its deepest sense is that of the finitude of the subject. 

In Kant the subject may seem, in its cognitive guise, to legislate to nature, 
just as, in its moral guise, it may seem to legislate to itself. But in fact both 
its spontaneity and its freedom can never be shown to be anything more than 
necessary assumptions under which alone it can think and act. The transcen
dental unity of apperception is, in the cognitive sphere, the self-conscious
ness in which this assumption is made. This is far indeed from an indubitable 
self-presence or self-knowledge. When the self becomes an object to itself 
the apperception becomes empirical, the ·•1" loses its transcendental status, 
and it becomes an item in the world. 

Clearly the transcendental "I" is not a thing in the world. But even less is 
it a substance which reduces the rest of the world to part of itself. Instead it is 
a kind of pure relation to a world that transcends it. 

It is a similar consideration which governs Husserl's use ofthe term "tran
scendental." Of co4rse this is a term which he takes over from Kant. llis 
definition of it is different from Kant's, but it seems to me to be a good 
expression of Kant's deepest intentions. In the Cartesian Meditations he 
introduces the "concept of the transcendental and its correlate, the concept of 
the transcendent," in the following way: 

Just as the reduced Ego is not a piece of the world, so, conversely, neither 
the world nor any worldly Object is a piece of my Ego, to be found in my 
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conscious life as a really inherent part, as a complex of data of sensation 
or a complex of acts. This "tramcendence" is part of the intrinsic sense ol 
~nyth.i~g worldly ... The Ego ... necessarily presupposed by this sense, 
ts legttnnately called transcendental, in the phenomenological sense. Ac
cordingly the philosophical problems arising from this correlation arc called 
transcendental-philosophical (Husserl, 1962: 26 ). 

This statement, from a relatively late work, tells us that the very notion 01 

transcendental philosophy derives from the transcendence of the world, it!> 
non-reducibility to consciousness. It confirms an aspect of Husserl's phe 
nomenology which goes right back to the Logical lnvestigatiom and the 
attack on psychologism. Broadly speaking, this attack is directed at the ten
dency of empiricism to collapse into subjective idealism by reducing objec 
tive structures to contents of the mind. The opening move, so to speak, of 
phenomenology, is a realist move, and it is preserved throughout in the very 
notion of intentionality. Consciousness is consciousness of something, and 
the of-ness of that relation, or quasi-relation, is irreducible and not explain
able in terms of anything else. In being (~{something, consciousness distin
guishes itself and its own features, whatever they may be, from that thing, 
whatever it is. 

The concept of intentionality, as Husser! uses it, is meant to counter all 
attempts to reduce the object of consciousness to patt of consciousness or a 
property of consciousness. For this reason, Husser! 's use of the term "reduc
tion" is misleading. Transcendence, that is, iiTeducibility to consciousness __ 
belongs to the intrinsic sense of the objective or the worldly, he tells us. The 
purpose of the phenomenological "reduction" is precisely to preserve tha1 
sense and understand it. Hence the realism of phenomenology's opening 
move does not remain naive; it is not content simply to assert the transcend
ence of the world, but wants to know what it means to assert it or to believ1 
it. Understanding this sense will, among other things, prevent its being trans 
formed into something else hy a philosophical theory laden with metaphysi 
cal assumptions, such as empiricism. 

The naive and unrctlectcd belief in the transcendence of the world is whu: 
Husser! calls the natural attitude. Later, in the Crisis, he calls it the world-Iii\ 
of consciousness, whose always pre-given horizon is the life-world. Th· 
phenomenological reduction suspends the validity of the natural attitudr 
puts it out of play. There is no doubt that Husser! considers this fundamem. 
change in attitude the fullillment of all philosophy's dreams, and as is w, 
known, he even compares it to a religious conversion (llusserl, 1970: 13/ 
But its sole purpose is to understand the very naivete it has tell behind. 
suspends the natural attitude, the better to understand it. 

There are two senses in which the natural attitude is never really lett b 
hind in Husserl's phenomenology. First, if the purpose of the reduction is' 
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understand the natural attitude, then this attitude is in a sense the source of 
phenomenological descriptions. All the sciences, including the Geistes
wissenschaften, are based on the natural attitude, or, as he says later, arise on 
the basis of the pre-given life-world. A phenomenological clarification of the 
sciences involves understanding how the undifferentiated natural standpoint 
gets narrowed into the naturalistic attitude of the natural sciences, on the one 
hand, and the personalistic attitude of the human sciences, on the other. (This 
is a distinction made already in Ideas II.) Clearly such an understanding is 
not possible unless the phenomenologist continues in some sense to live in 
the natural attitude which is being described. Presumable because it is im
possible to live in the natural attitude and to observe it phenomenologically 
at the same time, Husser! often characterizes this pattern of investigation as 
a zig-zag. 

Continuing to live in the natural attitude is not something we need great 
effort to do. It is, after all, natural to us, and it is its suspension that requires 
the effort. This is the second sense in which the na1ural attitude is not really 
left behind in phenomenology. Husser! repeatedly warns us against falling 
back into it, as if it exerted a kind of gravitational pull against which we had 
constantly to struggle. It is the phenomenological reduction that goes against 
the grain, and Husserl even goes so far as to call it "artificial" (Husserl, 
1989: 189). Thus phenomenology, which attempts to satisfy the demands of 
philosophy by suspending the natural attitude, can never really forget its 
origins in the natural attitude; nor should it, since by doing so it would be 
derived of content. In phenomenology consciousness turns back upon itself; 
but what it finds there, and attempts to describe and understand, is a con
sciousness immersed naively in the world. 

This idea that phenomenology is forever poised on the line between the 
natural and the transcendental attitudes is borne out in the distinction be
tween transcendental and empirical subjectivity. In the Crisis Bussert ( 1970: 
178) calls it the paradox of subjectivity: clearly I am somehow both an object 
in the world and subject for the world: how can this be? Again this is an idea 
taken over from Kant and given a somewhat ditTerent account by llusserl. As 
in Kant, this distinction corresponds to that between two different modes of 
self-consciousness or apperception; Husserl speaks of natural vs. transcen
dental reflection. In the one case I take myself and the events of my mental 
life, intentional an non-intentional, simply to co-exist with all the other things 
and events in the world. Here the relation between consciousness and the 
world, whatever else it may be (e.g., causal), is essentially a part-whole rela
tion. 

To consider myself as subject for the world, in the full transcendental 
sense, by contrast, means that the events of my mental life relate to other 
events and things- whether physical, mental, or ideal- purely intentionally. 
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That is, the latter tigure solely as objects ti.>r me in the sense that they have 
meaning for me or make sense to me. llere I relate to the world not a part to 
whole but rather as consciousness to its horizon of possible intentional ob
jects. 

Husser! speaks of a resolution of the paradox of subjectivity when we 
realize that transcendental subjectivity objectifies or constitutes itself just as 
it constitutes the world. But the empirical ego is no more surmounted or 
eliminate thereby than is the natural attitude to which it belongs. Unlike the 
subjedive idealism of a Berkeley, or the absolute idealism of a Hegel, the 
transcendental idealism of Kant and Husser! does not attempt to triumph 
over the otherness of the world by incorporating it into the subject. The tran
scendental is not a subject in the sense of a substance in which everything 
else inheres. This may be why, in his latest work, Husser! speaks less of the 
transcendental ego and more simply of transcendental subjectivity. 

3. The insubstantial subject 

The foregoing discussion of Kant and Husser! has made it possible, I hope, 
to inaugurate a rereading of what I am calling the transcendental tradition. 
This new reading differs significantly, it seems to me, from that advanced by 
the later Heidegger, though it is by no means exclusive to him. Whether 
inl1uenccd by Heidegger or not it has become the standard picture, which 
tries to assimilate transcendental philosophy to the absolute idealism which 
in fact followed historically upon Kant and drew on many of his ideas. This 
same reading has been applied to Husser!, primarily by his detractors, who 
see him as something of a reincarnation of Fichte. In this concluding section 
I want to bring together the main elements of my alternative reading of Kant 
and llusscrl as transcendental philosophers. 

There are two features of the transcendental tradition, arising out of the 
foregoing discussion, that I want to stress. The first is the transcendence of 
the world. This is a vulnerable element in the interpretation of transcendental 
philosophy since it seems to run counter to the basic insight which gets the 
whole thing going. Kant's great innovation, after all, is the idea that the 
mind, instead of passively mirroring an independent and self-sunicient world, 
is active and productive. It is world-structuring, even world-engendering, if 
we think of"world" as Kant thought of nature, i.e., as the order and connec
tion of phenomena. llusserl's term is constitution,and both thinkers stress 
the notion of consciousness as synthesis. 

Yet for all that, the mind is not world-creating. True, some read this as a 
last reluctant concession by Kant to his pietist commitments, as if he would 
have human reason replacing God in all but the creation of prime matter. 
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This is of course suggested by the role of sense in his epistemology; Kant 
himself calls it the raw material to be shaped and fashioned by the under
standing [A 1]. And the early Husser! employs the notion of hyletic data 
brought to life by an animating intention. All of this fits Heidegger's cri
tique, which is in some ways that of the outraged Catholic confronted with 
blasphemy; man replaces God as source ofthe world. 

Yet the unformed matter of sensation is not, for either of these two phi
losophers, the genuine mark of human finitude and of the transcendence of 
the world. If for both thinkers the mind does not create the world, it is not 
because some kernel ofuncreated, pregiven stuff is required for the mix. It is 
because what the mind genuinely does produce is not existence at all but 
meaning. And the primary meaning it generates and articulates is that of 
objectivity and transcendence of the world. The attempt to absorb that tran
scendence into subjectivity, a Ia Fichte and Hegel, would be for Kant and 
Bussert to confuse meaning with being. Furthermore, the meaning generated 
by subjectivity is itself finite in the sense that it does not exhaust all the 
possibilities of being. This is the sense of Kant's transcendental idealism: 
there is more to the world than is captured in our conceptual net. And this is 
the reason Husser!' s phenomenological reduction does not overcome or re
place but only thematizes the natural attitude. 

The second feature of the transcendental tradition that I want to stress, 
after the transcendence of the world, has to do with the peculiar ontological 
status of the transcendental subject. We have seen that Heidegger interprets it 
not only as substance but as the fundamental substance, primary existence 
on which all other existence is metaphysically dependent. But how accurate 
is this? If we begin to look closely at Kant and Husser! with this question in 
mind we begin to wonder in what sense, if indeed any, the transcendental 
subject can be said to be at all. 

We have already noted that there is a sense in which for Kant the transcen
dental subject cannot be known. In what sense, then can it be said to exist? 
Kant expresses himself in a way that seems contradictory on this point. On 
the one hand he says that in transcendental apperception I am conscious that 
I am, that in the "I think" "existence is already given thereby" (B 157 and n). 
Yet he also says that "this representation is a thought, not an intuition" (bid). 
Intuition would be required for knowledge of existence, but the only intui
tion of self is that of inner sense; this yields knowledge of the empirical self, 
which is an item in the world, not the supreme condition for knowkdge of 
the world. The chief characteristic of the transcendental subject is spontane
ity, but it seems spontaneity cannot be sensed and consequently cannot be 
know to exist. It seems that the supreme transcendental condition of the 
possibility of empirical knowledge is that I take myself to be a spontaneous 
subject; yet I cannot know myself to be such. The transcendental subject thus 
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aquires something of the als vb status associated with the moral subject. 
Henry Allison ( 1989: 190) has noted the para lid between the moral agent 
and the knowing subject, as well as the somewhat tentative character of both: 
"just as we can act only under the idea of freedom, so we can think only 
under the idea of spontaneity." 

On this reading, the transcendental subject, far from being a fundamental 
existent, begins to look something like a.fictiun, albeit a necessary one. There 
would be some historical irony in this, since "tiction" is of course the term 
favored by Burne ( 1961: 230) to describe, among other things, "the notion of 
a soul and se(fand substance" lying behind our changing perceptions. Kant 
is generally taken to be attempting a refutation of Hume's sceptical 
fictionalism, yet at the ve1y most, with respect to notions like self: substance 
and causality, he seems to be substituting necessary fictions for fictions that 
are merely useful or convenient. 

The idea of necessary fiction may sound like a contradiction in terms, 
since "fiction" is linked with feigning or pretending, and is thus associated 
with the freedom of our imagination or fantasy. Even well-known scientific 
fictions, like Newton's inertial motion, though somehow more than merely 
useful, are hardly necessary. Yet a convinced Newtonian would say that the 
notion is required ifwe want to understand nature correctly. Thus it makes 
sense to imagine a conceptual scheme which requires, in a very fundamental 
way, fictional elements. 

Turning to llusserl, both Aron Gurwitsch (1961: 287--200) and Jean-Paul 
Sartre ( 1957) have argued that the only concept of an ego truly consistent 
with phenomenology is that of the empirical ego. Consciousness conceived 
as intentional (and transcendental) has its own internal unity which does not 
need and in fact would be compromised by a substantial underlying self. 
Sartre's affirmation "there is no I" in "The Transcendence of the Ego" leads 
directly to his conception of consciousness as "nothingness" (le Neant) in his 
major early work. Thomas Nagel ( 1986 ), outlining a conception of the "l" 
that he explicitly compares with llusserl's, speaks of "The view from No
where." 

This idea of the transcendental subject as fictional or non-existent should 
not be taken too tar, or understood in the wrong sense. llume's original 
fictional ism may be understood, in the context of his religious scepticism, as 
an attempt to dispense with the immortal soul as a serious contender for 
philosophical attention. ln somewhat the same spirit the contemporary mate
rialist Daniel Dennett seizes on the notion of fiction as a way of dealing with 
the self as an element of "talk psychology." Whereas Hume begins with the 
empiricist principle and reports that he is unable to find the self among his 
experiences, Dennett ( 1988: 17) begins with the materialist premise that what 
exists must be "an atom or subatomic particle or ... other physical item in 
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the world," and then affirms, uncontroversially, that the brain contains no 
such item that we could call the self. Seeking to appear more generous than 
Hu~e, .however, Dennett reserves a place for the self by imagining that the 
bratn, hke a computer, could generate biographical stories. The central char
acter these stories are about would be the self. But stories don't have to be 
about real people, as we know from novels and the like. The self can be 
considered a fictional character just as Sherlock Holmes is a fictional charac
ter! 

For a materialist like Dennett, of course, this is something like a grand 
slam. He has not only denied the existence of the self by declaring it fic
tional, he has explained it away by accounting for its origins. Where Dennett 
goes wrong is in his notion that brains or computers could generate stories. 
Of course it is quite conceivable that computers could generate print-outs 
that could be read and interpreted as stories, just as participants in a party
game, to use another of his examples, can supply random bits of information 
that can be hilariously combined into stories (Dennett, 1991: 10). But they 
have to be so combined by someone, just as the print-out has to be read and 
interpreted by someone, in order to become a story. Like a deconstructionist 
eagerly announcing the death of the author, Dennett discovers that we can 
dispense with the writers and tellers of stories. But we cannot dispense with 
the reader-hearer-interpreters who are the very meaning-bestowing conscious 
selves he is trying to explain away (He also speaks of the self as the "central 
meaner") (Dennett, 1991: 228). Without them we have nothing but dried ink
ma.rk~, th~obbin~ vocal chords and wagging tongues. Dennett's literary ma
tenahsm ts a vahant attempt: instead of reducing the self to a bit of matter he 
trie~ to reduce it right out of existence, by making it a figment of the imagi
natiOn. But he seems not to notice that this presupposes consciousness in 
p~ecis~ly its most sop.histicated. form, not dumb sensation reacting to worldly 
stimuh but the capactty to conJure up non-existent worlds and persons. 

It is this capacity, consciousness as origin of meaning, which is the central 
pivot of the transcendental tradition. The philosophers of that tradition would 
agr~e with Dennett on one point: subjectivity is not a thing in the world. And 
perhaps with another: Dennett ( 1991: l 0 I) says, "Wherever there is a con
scious mind there is a point of view. This is one of the most ti.mdamental 
ideas we have about minds- or about consciousness." But a point of view is 
a point of view on something or toward something. In other words, in Bussert's 
language it is intentional. Now you or I can have a point of view on this 
landscape or that house, or more broadly on this or that topic. But the general 
point is that to be a subject is to have or to be a point of view in general -
toward what? Toward the world as a whole. 

This is how the term "world" is used by the phenomenologist: not just "all 
there is" but "all there is- as experienced from a particular point of view." 
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Having or being a point of view on the world is hard to square with being an 
item in the world. This is what Husser! calls the paradox of subjectivity, the 
paradox to which Nagel's The View From Nowhere is devoted. This is why 
the term "transcendental subjectivity" is used, and why Husser! and Kant, 
like Sartre and Nagel after them, resist substantializing the self. In my view 
this is the key to what I am calling the transcendental tradition, which 
Heidegger wrongly characterizes as having substantialized the subject. In 
fact, ironically, it is the key to Heidegger's own concept of Dasein in his 
early work: human existence as meaning- and world-engendering intention

ality. 

Notes 

I. I shall be referring to the following texts of Heidegger's by means of the indicated 
abbreviations. The translations arc my own. EdP = "Das Ende der Philosophic und die 
Aufgabe des Denkens" in Zur Sache des Denkens (Tubingen: Max Niemeyer Yerian, 1969), 
pp. 61-80; FndD = Die Fruge nach dem Ding (Tubingen: Max Niemeyer Verlag, 1962); K 
= Kant und das Pmblem der Metaphysik (Frankfurt: Vittorio Klostermann. 1951 ); N = 
Nietzsche, Vol. II (Pfullingen: Ncskc, 1961); UdM = Obcrwindung dcr Metaphysik" in 
~urtriige wzd Auj~iitze (Pfullingen: Neskc, 1954), pp. 71--99. 
2. I refer in the standard way to the marginal pagination in Kant. 
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Heideggerean Postmodernism and 
Metaphysical Politics 

Robert B. Pippin 

In the following, I shall mostly be concerned to do two things. One is to explain, 
in so far as I understand it, some aspects of Martin Heidegger's attack on the 
classical German philosophical tradition, 'German' or 'post-Kantian Idealism'. 

I want especially to understand his account of the one essay he seems to 
regard as the death-knell for this Kantian programme, and thereby, he insists, a 
death-knell for all the aspirations of modern philosophy itself. This account is 
given in the lectures Heidegger gave in the 1936 Summer semester in Freiburg 
on Schelling's 1809 'Treatise on the Essence of Human Freedom', the last essay 
Schelling personally prepared for publication (even though he was to live and 
lecture for over forty more years). 

As already implied, for Heidegger, the stakes are very high in what appears to 
be a very abstract topic. The fact (if it is a fact) that the post-Kantian notions of 
subjectivity, self-consciousness, freedom, etc., could not be defended or saved 
from various objections, is for Heidegger a reflection on the far deeper 
insufficiencies of all modern philosophy itself, and, indeed, those deficiencies 
reflect the inevitable nihilism of all post-Platonic philosophy. (Heidegger 
famously interpreted all of modernism and especially the German philosophical 
version as a failed attempt at human autonomy, an inevitable collapse into a 
meaningless willfulness he often summarizes with the single word that devours 
Plato, Descartes and even Nietzsche in its condemnation: 'technology'.) 

In that context, the second thing I want to show is how the form of 
Heidegger's attack, or here the appropriation of Schelling's initial anti-idealism, 
should be understood as a kind of paradigmatic attack on what is itself a 
paradigmatic version of philosophical modernism (German Idealism), repeated 
many times after Heidegger, and that understanding the structure of this attack 
helps clarify its power, as well as its weaknesses and dangers. Heidegger was 
quite right to seize on Schelling as the first to appreciate this problem (which, as 
we shall see, is indeed a serious one), but that fact also helps one to identify 
what I think is the blind Schellingean alley Heidegger begins to wander into 
with his own doctrine of historicity, or the inevitably situated 'happening' of any 
'thinking'. 

More simply: for the sake of argument I shall agree with Heidegger when he 
claims (later, in a 1941 seminar) that 'Schelling's treatise is the acme of the 
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metaphysics of German Idealism'; and so the 'highest expression of philo
sophical modernism'; even that 'the essential core of all of Western metaphysics 
can be delineated in complete clarity in terms of this treatise', 1 but will argue that 
when Heidegger begins to formulate his response to the problems Schelling 
identifies, he misreads his opponents and so 'mis-reacts' in what remains a 
Schellingean form. 

Straightforwardly then, the simple question is: in what sense is modern 
philosophy supposed to have failed? I take my bearings from Heidegger because 
(i) his expression of dissatisfaction has been extremely influential for European 
thought after him, and itself echoes deep, persistent strains in the German and 
European counter-Enlightenment and (ii) because I think that this Heideggerean 
and counter-Enlightenment reaction misidentifies its target, and so in some 
sense mis-reacts. 

Before beginning, I should also note the context for my remarks about 
Heidegger's view: what could be called the complex problem of the political 
influeJlCc of Heidegger, or even the emergence of what might be called 'left 
Heideggereans'. 

With that label, I mean to identify a certain form of opposition to a number of 
central aspects of European modernity, or, if you like, to modern bourgeois 
culture; an opposition to such things as- the very highly authoritative cognitive 
status of modern natural science (and the growing dependence of modern 
societies on the technologies made possible by such science); the supreme moral 
authority of individual conscience and so individual responsibility; the political 
authority of rights-based, liberal democratic institutions; or the general 
European Enlightenment hope that the modern revolution would make possible 
a secular, an essentially rational, foundation for a collective life that could be 
safely and rightly relied on. 

Heidegger's attack on philosophical modernism has recently taken on new 
meaning in this context, a putative postmodern political agenda (one supposedly 
not linked to the universalist aspirations of European modernism). At the very 
least, this sort of approach involves a radical dissatisfaction with the official 
culture of Western modernity, a dissatisfaction not tied to an analysis of 
modernity as essentially the culture of a self-contradicting capitalism, but more 
concerned to link all the universalist, moral aspirations of European modernism 
with a merely contingent, even necessarily contingent expression of mere self
assertion, 'power', cultural imperialism, Euro-centrism, etc. To be sure, the 
people that might be linked together under this left-Heideggerean label have 
profound differences, but the attack on the Idealist 'philosophy of the subject', 
and 'of reason', on any possible 'first philosophy', and the insistence on some 
sort of acknowledgement of the historicity or contingency of institutional life, 
even of truth itself, do shape some common agenda for Rorty, Foucault, Reiner 
Schurmann, Jean-Luc Nancy, Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe, Gianni Vattimo and 
others. 2 

Now there are a number of ways to express some sort of dissatisfaction with 
the putative 'subjectivism' of modern philosophy; the way modern philosophy, 
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after Descartes, seems to have retreated from any attempt at an account of the 
world, or 'the whole', and instead concentrated only on the thinkability or 
representability of possible objects, as if, in Kant's famous phrase, the human 
mind can know only itself. The inevitable threat of scepticism and psychologism 
so generated also produced Frege's and Husserl's realism. But I am here treating 
Heidegger' s statement of the philosophical issues in such an anti-subjectivism 
and anti-humanism as in a way canonical for a certain tradition of later thinkers, 
however much they disagree with Heidegger or with each other. 

II 

In these 1936 Freiburg lectures, as Heidegger struggles to explain the 
significance of the failure of German Idealism to Third Reich university students, 
one can find one of the most compressed and clearest of Heidegger's many 
accounts of the history of Enlightenment thought, all in formulations that make 
it clear where contemporary 'anti-humanisms' get their start 3 The Enlighten
ment is to be understood 

... as a liberation of man to himself. But what man is as himself, 
wherein his being a self should consist, is determined only in his 
liberation and by the definitely oriented history of this liberation. 
Human 'thinking', which here means the forming powers of man, 
becomes the fundamental Jaw of things themselves. The conquest of the 
world in knowledge and actions begins ... Commerce and economy 
turn into powers of their own in the most narrow, reciprocal connection 
with the origin of technology, which is something different from the 
previous invention and use of tools. Art becomes the decisive manner of 
self-development of human creativity and at the same time its own way 
of conquering the world for eye and ear ... The idea of 'sovereignty' 
brings a new formation of the state and a new kind of political thought 
and reguirement. 4 

In particular, Heidegger emphasizes frequently, Schelling, in his 1809 essay, 
focused on what he regarded as the 'metaphysical reality' most inconsistent with 
the idealist notion of freedom as autonomy and self-grounding, and so with the 
Idealist (or all modernist) hope for a systematic or comprehensive account of any 
claim for the reality of freedom: the reality of evil, a topic I shall return to in the 
concluding section of this paper. 

Understanding and contesting such claims will require two large preliminary 
steps. One concerns Heidegger's own project and the distinctive character of his 
claim about historicity or the presuppositions of his treatment of Schelling. The 
other involves some attempt at understanding at least the aspirations of the 
post-Kantian idealist tradition which Heidegger, through Schelling, is attacking. 
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Ill 

We must first, in other words, give Heidegger his due. His own attempt to 
suggest the futility of giving ultimate priority to the reflecting, self-determining 
subject, his account of the futility of attempting to render the mind or the logical 
structure of thought, absolutely translucent to itself, depends on what he calls 
the problem of historicity, the locatedness of human subjects in time. That 
account is radically different from the nineteenth-century versions of historicism 
with which Heidegger is often associated. These latter doctrines simply extend 
the subjectivism characteristic of all modern thought as Heidegger reads it. That 
is, they attempt to transform claims like 

into 

These A's are B's; 
X-actions are good; 
Y's are beautiful; 

We are so minded that: 
A's count for us as B's; 
we count X-actions as good, or Y's as beautiful. 

Instead of a psychologistic theory of such like-mindedness, or a transcend
ental or Hegelian theory of this possible like-mindedness, conventional 
historicism just gives historical and often social accounts of such like
mindedness and Heidegger was always infuriated to see what he regarded as a 
profound attack on such collective subjectivism read as just that theory. 5 

Understanding the radicality of his attack on modern thought requires some 
summary of his theory. 

Heidegger's 1927 masterwork, Being and Time, was published only as a 
fragment, yet there is something deeply fitting about the question which ends 
the published version of the book. Its last sentence is: 'Does time itself manifest 
itself as the horizon of Being?'6 The very title of the work already indicates that 
Heidegger had all along intended to offer an affirmative answer to this question, 
to defend a claim about the 'historicity' of human existence and of 'truth' itself, 
and therewith to begin the destruction of all Western metaphysics, a tradition 
understood by Heidegger to consist essentially in a refusal to acknowledge such 
a historicity. 7 

Yet, to frame immediately the question at issue in all 'postmodern' 
appropriations of He'idegger: what would it mean to acknowledge such historicity 
and radical contingency, and so, if we follow Heidegger, not to think 
metaphysically, or subjectively, even 'philosophically', but in some new way 
informed by such an acknowledgment? If we pursue this issue in HeidPgger's 
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thought, we find mostly, over and over again, warnings, hesitations, indirec
tions, allusions, neologisms, quotations from the pre-Socratics, and from 
Holderlin. Heidegger never tired of reminding his readers of just how 
profoundly difficult it was to understand what he wanted to say about historicity 
(Geschicht/ichkeit) (even to the point of pointing out that his own formulations 
were necessarily 'concealing', or deceptive). 

He is certainly clear enough about the consequences of avoiding or forgetting 
the ontological dimensions of historicity and of aspiring to be the complete, self
determining subject of one's deeds and thoughts. 'The essence of modernity,' he 
writes in a typical claim, 'is fulfilled in the age of consummate meaningless
ness.'8 Such a meaningless essence is said to involve 'The securing of supreme 
and absolute self-development of all the capacities of mankind for absolute 
dominion over the entire earth.' This impulse at a kind of predatory dominance 
is said to be the 'secret goad' that 'prods modern man again and again to new 
resurgences, a goad that forces him into commitments that secure for him the 
surety of his actions and the certainty of his aims.'9 The modern aspiration for an 
enlightened future, the hope that a secular foundation for moral and political life 
could be formulated and safely relied on, and that a kind of collective, self
legislating autonomy could be achieved, have all failed, according to Heidegger. 
The totality of 'the essential possibilities of metaphysics' have thereby been 
'exhausted', and 'European nihilism', most visible in Nietzsche's 'culmination' 
of the tradition, is the result. 

These claims all obviously depend on Heidegger's distinctive formulation of 
the basic problem of philosophy. 'The question of Being' (die Seinsfrage) is 
Heidegger's question and in Being and Time especially, that question is 
understood as the question of 'the meaning of Being in general'. The question is 
not be be confused with the metaphysical questions of substance or degrees of 
reality or necessity, nor with traditional ontological questions: the kinds of 
beings there are, the basic categories necessary to articulate whatever there is. 
'Fundamental ontology' is the theme, some prereflexive and everywhere 
presupposed 'sense' of anything's 'being' at all. This requires at all costs 
respecting what Heidegger calls the 'ontological difference', or not confusing 
this question of the meaning of Being with any question about beings or entities. 
This amounts to the problem of the possibility of our somehow always already 
being 'oriented' in the world, originally having bearings of a sort. 10 

As noted already, this way of framing the issue will lead Heidegger to the 
famous answer embodied in the book's title: 'time' is the horizon of all possible 
such significance; the meaning of human being, all Being, is radically historical; 
the familiarity or disclosedness of 'what is' happens (is a 'Geschehen'), even though 
what happens is not a result of the beliefs or representations of subjects, or 
norms held in common, or of any sort of a subjective event or meaning conferral. 
How such meaning or orientation happens, and why it cannot be some sort of 
result, or some event of matter-of-fact like-mindedness with sources, causes, 
explanations, etc. is one of the great constant themes in Heidegger. (In fact, his 
position is so radical that even this fairly neutral language is misleading; 'what' 
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is disclosed is not a 'what' but the utterly contingent event of the disclosedness 
itself, what Heidegger calls 'Ereignis'.' since 1936,' he wrote, 'the leading word of 
my thinking.' 11 ) 

In Being and Time and in many other works, Heidegger claims that the fact that 
we are somehow intuitively inclined to ask about our deepest pre-reflexive 
familiarity with the world by asking: what is the source of this sense making? 
how do we render the world originally sensible, begin by trying to make sense out 
of it? and so forth, has had disastrous consequences since Plato. Being is taken to 
be disclosed, rendered intelligible, by or because of us and so is made into a kind of 
standing or enduring presence by being so 'measured' in our terms. We thus 
forget everything we would need to remember if we were to 'think' funda
mentally.12 

Perhaps the best way to put this is to say that Heidegger's conviction about 
the extraordinary elusiveness of the basic question for human thought means 
that any meditations inspired by the question must finally be distinctly non
philosophical, not 'directed' by a subject towards an end, not a problem to be 
solved, not an aporia to be addressed, or an opaque meaning to be clarified by 
some activity of ours. Heidegger's notion of historicity is thus not comparable to 
similar claims in the social or moral sciences, and this alone makes it (and his 
influence on the postmodernity discussion) extremely hard to understand. He is 
not trying to offer some transcendental case for the necessary conditioned ness of 
thought, nor to point to contingent social determinants or interests behind or 
motivating the authority of various intellectual practices. He realizes that we 
inevitably take him to be offering a thesis about the historicity of truth and he 
wages a life-long battle to disabuse us of that response, claiming that his 
founding idea about ontological difference would thereby be ignored. He keeps 
insisting that he is actually trying to think historically, not to think about history. 
He knows we intuitively assume that an argument for the latter is necessary to 
justify the former, but that, he keeps saying, is the great error. There is no such 
argument, no place from which it could be made. There is just historizing 
thinking, whether acknowledged or not, whether in argument form or not. The 
key issue turns out to be the mode of acknowledgment. So, in Kant and the 
Problem of Metaphysics, in commenting on his own writing about the problem of 
finitude, he writes, 

... the working Ollt of the innermost essence of metaphysics must itself 
always be basically finite and can never become absolute. The only 
conclusion one can draw from this is that reflection on finitude, always to 
be renewed, can never succeed, through a mutual playing off, or 
meditating equalization of standpoints in order finally and in spite of 
everything to give us absolute knowledge of finitude, a knowledge that 
is surreptitiously posited as being 'true in itself.' 13 (My emphases.) 

(This is not to say that Heidegger is not interested in motivating his own 
acknowledgment of this historicity, or that he just 'poeticizes' historically. The 
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acknowledgment begun by Being and Time is said to be provoked, even made 
necessary, by the 'completion of metaphysics' in Nietzschean nihilism. 14 A very 
great deal thereby hangs on the sufficiency of Heidegger's narrative of 'modern 
thought', as is the case, I believe, with all 'postmodernisms'. 15) 

Heidegger's own interrogative stance is thus itself some sort of expectation or 
an attentive waiting, or, in a frequent, obscure phrase, 'repetition', not a 
thought or proposal in the traditional sense. (The later fascination with the 
Diclzten-Denken, and Danken-Denken relation is also crucial here, as is the 
formulation: Gclassenheit.) It could thus itself be called a poetic or theologico
political engagement of a sort, rather than the theory that would drive an 
engagement. 

IV 

It will not be difficult to contrast such a fundamental ontology with the original 
idealist aspiration. Put in their own intoxicating language, the modern problem 
at issue for the idealist tradition is the possibility and status of freedom, and the 
possible final realization of freedom in the world. The idealism of German 
idealism has little to do with ideas or representations in the rationalist or 
empiricist sense. The ideal is human freedom, understood as being a law wholly 
unto oneself. The enemy, the enemy of modernism simply (whether in the name 
of pre- or postmodernism), its other, is dogmatism: the reliance on anything not 
redeemed by some rational justification or by a reflexive account of the 
possibility of any such reliance, defending it against possible objections. Their 
case is for what they called the reality, finally the 'absolute reality', of such a self
determination, or freedom; a claim that such a fully reflexive self-grounding 
could be realized systematically and in practical life. 16 Coming to a final 
understanding of such a reality, and appreciating its 'living' potential in the 
emerging modern social and political world, is, for the classical German 
tradition, the unimpeachable, irrevocable achievement of modernity. 

In that tradition, the possibility of such freedom is linked both to the 
possibility of a wholly self-authorizing or self-grounding reason (and thereby to 
the final destruction of dogmatism, and the realization of reason's complete or 
'absolute' self-reliance and so 'maturity'), and to the possibility of a practical 
rationality, and therewith practical autonomy or self-legislation. As understood 
by Kant, the early Fichte and Schelling, and Hegel and the left Hegelians, the 
modern enterprise is thus also inextricably tied to a kind of 'metaphysical 
politics.' Philosophy is one dimension of a practical engagement, as it is for 
Heidegger, but where Heidegger strives for a kind of poetic acknowledgement, 
the Idealists strive for a complete, universal, self-authorization. For the moment, 
we can understand this as a demand for a kind of free self-determination, what 
Fichte called an actiue 'positing' of one's stance toward nature and towards one's 
desires not originally determined or caused by one's relation to nature or to such 
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desires. Such activity was understood as a 'norm-governed spontaneity', 
supposed to be ontologically prior, or 'the condition for the possibility' of all 
possible relations to nature. 

In cognitive terms, the claim is a denial of the view that we can successfully 
explain the mind's intentional content, its holding possibly true or false 
knowledge claims, by appeals to the mind's being-determined by some 
independent content. In the simplest terms, in being aware that something is (or 
even could be) so-and-so, I am holding that it is; taking it to be so-and-so; making 
up my mind; taking a stand. The subject is not in a relation to the world; it takes 
itself to be, and so is always in absolute command of its conceivings and 
concludings. The same logic applies to action: I can never be said to act for a 
pressing interest or desire, but only on the condition that I determine such 
interests or desires to merit acting on. In the extraordinary language soon 
developed: the l's relation to itself is 'The Absolute'; the unconditioned 
possibility of which explains the possible intelligibility of all else. 

Now, none of this insistence on a subject's establishing its relation to the 
world, especially on its doing so freely or spontaneously, nor my own 
characterization of such a priority for agency and activity as a kind of 
metaphysical politics, should be taken to imply that the door opened by Kant 
did or must lead to some measureless field of possible sorts of activities, to some 
creativity, to relativisms or historicisms, etc. It may be the most controversial 
and difficult to understand aspect of this tradition, but the original argument 
was always that such a central 'spontaneity' must be conceived as law or norm 
governed, as itself possible (or possibly establishing any intentional relation to 
objects, or responsible activity) only if normatively constrained. 17 

This argument form - that the mind-world relation must be 'spontaneously 
established' and in what must be a norm-governed way (or the argument that 
such an original spontaneity could make experience or a practically intelligible 
life possible only if realized as law, principle, categorical imperative, a sensus 
commzmis in the aesthetic domain); all in a way that displaces rationalist, 
empiricist, and naturalist alternatives- was an argument form that was to have 
many incarnations and reinscriptions, from Hegel's Logic to Lukacs' reformula
tion of Kantian spontaneity as productive labour. But it is the argument form 
most at stake, most in need of attention, I think, in assessments of a possibly 
modern philosophy. And this is especially true of the concept at the centre of 
everything, a notion of activity or of human doings and engagings and 
comportings not, supposedly, itself an empirical or material event, and not a 
non-empirical or immaterial event, a condition not resistant to naturalist 
accounts because unnatural but because a different sort of philosophical explicans 
altogether. 

(Another way to ,put this would be: the idealist turn is not a turn to some 
matter of fact or to some special sort of mental activity as constitutive, but is an 
argument for the autonomy and irreducibility of the normative dimension in our 
discursive and ethical practices. To make a claim is to extend a commitment or 
undertake an obligation, and we could never be said simply to be dire:::ted to 
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such a claim by experience, and it could never be rightly understood as how the 
human brain concludes things or how we collectively go on.) 

To a degree still unappreciated, I think, the young Schelling quickly realized 
that the whole approach, however interpreted, necessarily generated a basic 
problem. It was one whose logic would first appear in the German counter
Enlightenment (especially in jacobi) and then in many, many forms later 
(certainly in Kierkegaard, later in Nietzsche's account of 'life', and thanks to 
Heidegger, in thinkers such as Gadamer and Derrida.) The task had been: to 
think through the implications of the claim that being in any cognitive relation to 
the world, to have disclosed any sense (or being the true subject of one's deeds) 
is necessarily to have assumed such a relation actively, to have determined oneself to 
be in such a relation. This does indeed make all the contents or objects of such a 
relation necessarily the results of some self-conscious self-determining. Yet we, 
as embodied agents in the world, are already natural or at least pre-volitionally 
situated beings, already thinking in a certain way, with a certain inheritance, 
with certain capacities we clearly share with non-human animals (like 
perception). It is only ill being a kind of being, within a certain sort of world with 
kinds of beings, at a certain historical time, that we could be the particular self
determining subjects or agents that we are. To view the issue of this sort of pre
reflective situation as itself a result, or in terms of 'what we must think' to make 
sense of 'our' conditions of intelligibility, is to miss the point profoundly. 

There is indeed something about the radicality of the insistence on the 
autonomy of this normative or self-authorizing dimension which clearly invites 
such worries about finitude, whether expressed in religious terms, like Jacobi's, 
or systematic worries, like Schelling's. It also invites the predictable counter 
response: that any restriction based on an acknowledgment of such finitude or 
embodiment or subjection to the laws of neuro-biology, is still something like 
the self-imposition of a norm, and so is still within the space of reasons. There is 
nothing, not even das Nichts, 'outside' such a space. And this is the ping-pong 
game European philosophy has been playing since the original Kant-Hegel vs. 
Schelling-Kierkegaard version, up to and including the Gadamer-Habermas 
controversy. 

v 

As we have already seen, in Heidegger's appropriation of Schelling's rejection of 
any such 'priority' for subjective self-determination, some sort of lived 
acknowledgement of such an original situation is at issue, not a new intellectual 
realization or a different sort of system (all this to avoid the Hegelian rejoinder 
suggested above). In passages like #74 of Being and Time (about 'The Basic 
Constitution of Historicity'), the possibility of such acknowledgement is tied to 
anxiety, not to insight, or to systematic philosophy. Angst is Heidegger's early 
figure for the sorts of practical, lived dislocations, or breakdowns, which make 
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just 'going on' as usual impossible (as if functioning anti-methodologically like 
Husserl's 'bracketing' of the natural attitude). Boredom, the violence of poetic 
language, world historical crises, and, as we shall see below, radical evil itself, 
can all function this way. One is displaced in one's being-towards-death; one 
does not just see something, and the acknowledgement is discussed as both a 
'taking over' of one's factual possibilities, and a 'handing down to oneself' of what 
has been handed down to one, a 'Dasein existing fatefully in the resoluteness 
which hands itself downd~ This will make assessing Heidegger's 'reaction' to 
modernism extremely difficult. He tries so hard to make his position a 'non
position', itself an 'event', that he defines himself out of that game mentioned 
above. But I do think that a general point can be made and explored in terms of 
the topic Heidegger himself focused on in 1936. That requires turning to the 
topic Schelling introduces to make his point against the subjectivism of modern 
philosophy, the problem of evil. 

For Kant, Fichte and Hegel, moral evil is generally understood as a supreme 
affirmation of an individual subjectivity, as if I alone am supremely 'real'; and all 
else counts for nothing. Such acts are themselves considered intelligible against 
the assumption of, and by contrast with, what free agency really consists in. And 
of course, in this tradition, morality is a matter of practical rationality; the 
realization of the highest value, freedom, being the realization of rationality. 
Immoral acts are themselves free, but only imperfectly, incompletely, and are in 
some way contrary to, conflicting with, one's own agency. Such acts appear 
within such a systematic understanding as a failure to realize true freedom, and 
so as unfreedom, a deficit, a failure to be who you really are. (In fact, in Hegel's 
most notorious extension of this logic, the criminal actually wills not the crime 
itself, alone, but also, implicitly, his own punishment. He must so 'will' on the 
assumptions necessary for him to be the subject of his own act.) Various possible 
realizations of freedom are, on such a view, obviously resisted or rejected by 
subjects, but this is due to ignorance, weakness, historical conditions (which can 
reach a point where an inseparability between good and evil is inevitable, as in 
tragic contexts), etc. Such acts remain evil, even if intelligible, but can never be 
described as absolute negations. There is and can be no 'absolute' evil in the 
world. 

Schelling categorically rejects such a version of what he calls the malum 
metaphysicum, and insists that 

... the basis of evil must therefore not only be founded on something 
inherently positive, but rather on the highest positive being which 
nature contains. 19 

This extraordinary claim implies a notion of 'freedom for good and evil' or the 
claim that evil acting' is not a kind of mismeasuring 'through a glass darkly', or a 
failure, but a completely unmeasurable, or even unconditioned, unintelligible 
even if depressingly real human and metaphysical potential. (I should note 
immediately that even though Schelling formulates the issue often as a radical 

© Hlackwell Publishers I .td. J<Nn 

296 

1-feideggerearz Postmoderrzism and Metaphysical Politics 27 

choice for good and evil, he has in mind no standard voluntarist picture. Such a 
'choice' enacts or evinces or in some sense merely expresses a pre-voluntary 
structure of significance or 'Absolute'.) 

And Heidegger joins Schelling in the general worry about any comprehensively 
intelligible idealism, particularly as revealed by the problem of evil. In fact he 
goes quite far in his affirmative and sympathetic summaries. He writes, 

To demonstrate the possibility of evil means to show how man must be, 
and what it means that man is. After all this it becomes clear that the 
ground of evil is nothing less than the ground of being human. But this 
ground must be in God's innermost center. The ground of evil is thus 
something positive in the highest sense. 20 

Now it is quite likely that Heidegger is not much concerned here with 
traditional (say, to cite one of his heroes, Augustinean) problems with moral 
evil. It is more important to him to insist on some notion of radical possibility in 
his account of historical happenings and of the pre-subjective origin of our 
collective practices and self-monitorings. Evil figures for him throughout these 
discussions as something necessarily unrecognizable as ours, and not a finite 
and incomplete failure to fit in to how we go on. 21 Not acknowledging such a 
wholly negative possibility would be like regarding the nihilism crisis itself as 
still incomplete rationalization, or one's impending death as a possibility that 
will happen someday but not soon, or the failure of meaning in profound 
boredom as an accidental or pathological aberration in the meaning-structures 
that are authoritative. In Heidegger's Schellingean version of such responses, 
we are always trying to re-inscribe within the sovereign realm of the subject a 
phenomenon that actually wholly undermines the possibility of any such 
sovereignty. 

So here again we have a version of Schelling's worries about the absolute 
status of a self-determining subjectivity, supposedly the source or condition for 
the intelligibility of all human thinkings and doings. Evil, so goes the largely 
implicit argument, cannot be rightly understood on such an assumption, as the 
privation or failure of practical rationality, without denying its status as evil (the 
assumption being that weakness, ignorance or the mere influence of our 
passions fail to account for the reality of evil). For there to be evil, our capacity 
for evil must be original, not derivative from a potentially fully free agency; and 
for such evil to be an original possibility, self-determining subjects cannot be 
'absolute'. The Heideggerean 'event' of Being must manifest itself originally 
both 'positively' and 'negatively'. 

Although the language is obscure, the intuition behind such disaffection is 
not hard to understand. On the Idealist assumptions we have been discussing, 
and on many other modern secularist assumptions, if what ought to be done is 
fundamentally a matter of what we collectively institute, esteem, authorize 
ourselves to hold each other to, what was traditionally viewed as evil will look 
like only a falling away from our norms, just not going on as we do. Heidegger 
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and Schelling are trying to evoke some deeper sense of the complete breakdown 
of 'how we go on', a violation which can highlight the artificiality and 
incompleteness of any such norm. 

(I have not been mentioning the many, many political allusions in Heidegger's 
Schelling lectures, but it becomes ever clearer in the lectures that Heidegger is 
not anything like a confused bourgeois academic who wandered naively, like 
many other such academic Mandarins and Catholic intellectuals, into joining the 
Nazi party. He means to affirm directly and enthusiastically, Germany's 
revolutionary situation; its massive breakdown into moral and political anarchy, 
its potential for terrifying evil and complete dislocations, all of which, he hopes, 
will shake us loose from the subjectivist illusions of liberal democracy and 
inaugurate a new beginning.) 

To return to Schelling's and Heidegger's language, our own determination for 
good or evil, in other words, must be seen as a kind of phenomenon or 
appearance; itself possible because of or by reference to 'the self-positing of the 
Absolute'. Since this origin is not, for the reasons we have been outlining, a 
possible object of any account, it follows (for Schelling and Heidegger at any 
rate) that the reality of freedom, or ontological possibility, is absolutely unlimited. 
There can thus be no system, no 'whole', no 'philosophy of freedom'. (Kant's 
original argument that the mind must actively bring its thoughts and intentions 
into unity, and so under a norm, for there to be 'my' thoughts and intentions is 
thus rejected, since such a spontaneity is argued to require, for its possibility, a 
dependence on some 'arche' or fundamental principle, some 'Absolute', whose 
unity or coherence or intelligibility cannot be articulated. 22

) And if we are free in 
this sense, then Being cannot be accounted for by any notion or norm, and to 
live freely cannot be a life commonly and justifiably measured by some norm. It 
must be some sort of acknowledgemmt of what cannot be measured without 
falsifying, covering-over. A kind of mythic/poetic discourse seems to keep 
emerging as the appropriate mode of such acknowledgement. (To some extent, 
as Heidegger shows, Schelling would agree with some formulation of the nature 
of evil as linked with an extreme individuation, but he insists that traditional 
interpretations of what Heidegger will call the 'attraction' of such individuation 
have not been accounted for. Schelling, and Heidegger after him, attribute this 
attraction to the historical self-manifesting or disclosing process of Being itself.f3 

Such claims all hearken back again to the radical dimensions of Heideggerean 
historicity- that he is not talking about how we situate ourselves within a tradition 
(or how we legislate the norms regulating our lives), but how we are, 
contingently and ineffably, situated in the revealing and concealing process 
within which 'fundamental' sense is made. Our attempts to master and ground 
such contingency (to 'conquer' it he frequently says) is defeated in these 
breakdown situations, like anxiety or evil, wherein 'being the null basis of a 
nullity' cannot but be acknowledged. 

Schelling's treatise has nothing to do with the question of the freedom of 
the will, which is ultimately wrongly put and thus not a question at all. 

© Blackwell Publishers Ltd. 1996 

298 

Heideggerean Postmodernism and Metaphysical Politics 

For freedom is here not a property of man, but the other way around. 
Man is at best the property of freedom. 24 

29 

Or, 'insofar as man is man, he must participate in this determination of Being, 
and man is, in so far as he brings about this participation in freedom.' 25 

VI 

The path Heidegger is on, the way in which his distinctive oppositions set a 
direction for him, will lead to a number of complex, and I think, unresolvable 
aporiai. The most important consequence of the kind of anti-modernism we have 
been discussing will involve the resources Heidegger will have left himself in 
accounting for the possibility of the kind of prereflective intelligibility of 
finitude, the kind which, for him, renders so problematic the Idealist or 
modernist aspirations. To live 'in' such 'truth' after all is not merely to live 
truthfully, wholly unreflectively, as if a matter of luck or fact. It is to live in the 
light of the truth, ultimately in the light of the true place or status of human 
being. And this immediately opens multiple possible alternatives that must be 
contested: whether as rights bearing individuals, morally responsible agents, a 
pious, thankful ens creatum, or an ontologically disclosive Volk. (We are thus back 
to our first question: how Heidegger can account for our acknowledgement of 
this historicity without some self-determination as historical, and I don't think we 
find, within Heidegger, a coherent answer.) Contrary to what Heidegger 
suggests, we do not simply participate or 'dwell' within a 'world' 'framed' by 
such alternatives. We participate in a world only by also situating ourselves 
within it, either carrying on or contesting its own narrative about itself. 
Heidegger often seems to concede this point. He certainly distinguishes 
between an inauthentic falling within the practices of 'the They', and an 
authentic resoluteness. And the light images, suggesting such an illuminated 
self-situating, are his. But he always paints his picture like one of those great 
seventeenth century achievements, where the light shines from nowhere. 

Admittedly, our own subjection to, and revision of, such norms is not easy to 
account for phenomenologically. We do, of course, inherit and pass on much 
unreflectively, or at least in a way that makes the language of self-imposition 
and justification look highly idealized. But the difficulty in stating that issue, and 
some general, well justified reluctance to think of such norms in a non-historical 
and non-social way, as if a matter of 'pure practical reason' alone, etc., is no 
reason to throw the baby out with the bathwater. If we do, we confront 
immediately the post-Heideggerean dissolution of subjectivity into the reifica
tions of mentalites, epistemes, 'discourses', 'fields or power', etc., terms that 
always suggest to me an arch, defensive nee-positivism. 26 
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VII 

The basic point I am trying to make is that the most important idea of modernity 
which Heidegger refuses to acknowledge is much broader than anything that 
can be captured by the Idealist notions of system or even the meaning of Being. 
It is a great confusion, for example, to treat the requirement within German 
Idealism for an 'absolute' condition of intelligibility as somehow on a par with 
the notion of natural-scientific comprehensiveness, or an absolute explanation, as 
Schelling and Heidegger often do. (It is true to say that the Idealist made das lclz 
'the Absolute'. But that involves a claim for the unavoidability and irreducibility 
of our normative self-regulation in the possibility of any cognitive claim or 
action. It is absolute as the supreme condition for thought and action, not itself 
'conditioned'. This is a divergence from, not an instance of the metaphysical or 
scientific notion of ground.) To assume otherwise would be to assume that the 
Idealist 'threat' to the 'reality' of evil were the same as the putative threat which 
would be based on some comprehensively informed point of view, where the 
difference between the agent who acted wrongly and one who didn't could be 
explained or predicted, thus denying the metaphysical reality of evil. (As in: a sick 
body obeys the laws of nature as much as a healthy one; it is not any less real or 
incomplete.) 

The original animus of the Idealist revolution, though, was so set against the 
problem of dogmatism that this sort of explanatory ideal could never emerge for 
it as an issue, and neither could any such realist question about metaphysical 
evil. We are never in any position to confront or reject or accept the reality of evil, 
and Heidegger's confusion tempts him to the same formulations he admires in 
Schelling. To comprehend the irruption of absolute subjectivity as a possible 
moment within, or permanent threat to, our own developing self-compre
hension, and to understand it as a failure of such full self-understanding and so 
as unfreedom, is not to domesticate or deny it. It is merely not to mystify it, not to 
pose it as other, not to determine oneself in relation to such an event as a malum 
mctaphysicum, and then deny such positing, all of which, from the 'Idealist' 
perspective, is what is being done in Schelling's response. 

Hegel himself makes this point in just these terms in his Lectures on Aesthetics. 
In speaking of Greek tragedy in particular, he says, clearly at odds with the 
Schellingean-Heideggerean treatment: 'For evil in the al1stract has no truth in itself 
and is of 110 intcrcst.' 27 In his earlier discussion of the moral dimensions of 
tragedies, he had conceded that agents can freely perform monstrous and 
barbaric acts, and would be thereby unrecognizable as 'like us' and transformed 
into some malignant, contingent force of nature. (Lear's insanity in the storm is 
alluded to.) But there is, he also insists in a way that refers to his whole project, 
'no truth' and therewith no 'interest' in such gross injustices. 28 There is only such 
'truth' in a more complexly human enactment of evil deeds, one in which the 
possible instability (or mere subjectivity) of the distinctions our norms establish 
between good and evil is evoked and confronted. (In his Lectures on Religion, he 
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cites Milton's Satan as paradigmatic of this phenomenon, who is not a malignant 
force because he is, however evil, still recognizable as one of us.) 

A full statement occurs later: 

For the purely negative is in itself dull and flat and therefore either 
leaves us empty or else repels us, whether it be used as a motive for an 
action or simply as a means for producing the reaction of another 
motive. The gruesome and unlucky, the harshness of power, the 
pitilessness of predominance, may be held together and endured by the 
imagination if they are elevated and carried by an intrinsically worthy 
greatness of character and aim; but evil as such, envy, cowardice and 
baseness are and remain purely repugnant. 29 

This all introduces a number of issues which cannot be pursued here. The 
central distinction at issue, between a kind of collapse into or the eruption of, the 
non-human, which contains no 'truth', and a recognizably motivated, complexly 
'positive' and 'negative' evil, raises a number of questions. But it is clear that 
Hegel's approach does indeed foreclose the idea of some 'pure' evil, or a 
'metaphysical' attraction to it, as evoked by Schelling and Heidegger. But for 
Hegel, this concedes only that the conditions of human agency itself can 'fail'; a 
mad, unrecognizably human malevolence can occur. In the same way Hegel 
would object to the notion of some absolute Nichts, or event-like absolute failure 
of sense, evoked in Heidegger's account of death. Hegel would insist instead 
that our being towards death is a being towards a kind of death in a kind of 
community at a kind of time; in the same way he would object to the idea of 'the 
modern' technological will to power, insisting that there is only a kind of 
technological reliance, within a community for a purpose; so he would object to 
the way in which Heidegger wants to evoke somehow what is beyond human 
self-determination or intelligibility as itself some negative measure for the 
human. 

And so on, on into a refusal to mystify the notion of 'what' we must face now, 
'the' retreat of the gods, our 'fate', our 'destiny', our 'locatedness', our 'origin', 
contingency, what we allow each other to get away with saying, 'the' Other, 'the' 
language of the Unconscious, 'the' ineffable, textuality, 'the' body, gender, and 
so on, through the list of postmodern 'realities'. By contrast, the Idealist version 
of modernism, as I am presenting it, immediately trumps, as it were, or renders 
suspicious any claim about real origins or about what is putatively 'outside' our 
comprehension (like evil). 

This version of modernism is not an inviting prospect, since it promises a kind 
of unending contestation about any fixed points or settled results, a modernity 
necessarily unending and unsettled. 30 It seems to require both a constant 
'bootstrapping' (a reflective self-examination which is made possible by criteria 
themselves suspiciously local, themselves always subject in principle to such 
reflection), and so a constant dissatisfaction with such incomplete and finite 
reflection. Working out what such a modernist model of our intellectual and 
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ethical practices might look like will obviously not be easy. Finally, it might now 
seem even more unlikely in this context to invoke the name of Hegel as the 
champion of such a complete, if also therefore unsatisfying modernism, since he 
is regularly taken to be the ultimately satisfied, systematically closed thinker. 
But he does begin to bring his Scie11ce of Logic to a close with the following: 

The Identity of the Idea with itself is one with the process; the thought 
which liberates actuality from the illusory show of purposeless mutability 
and transfigures it into the Idea must not represent this truth of actuality 
as a dead repose, as a mere picture, lifeless, without impulse or 
movement, as a genus or number, or an abstract thought; by virtue of 
the freedom which the Notion attains in the Idea, the Idea possesses 
within itself also the most stubborn opposition; its repose consists in the 
security and certainty with which it eternally creates and eternally 
overcomes that opposition, in it meeting with itself. 31 

Robert B. Pippin 
University of Chicago 

NOTES 

1 Heidegger (1991a), pp. 2-3. Some of these remarks are translated in the Appendix to 
Heidegger (1985), p. 165. 

1 Among such others, see Dallmeyer (1991), and (1993); White (1991); Fynsk (1986). 
' Heidegger's Schelling lectures themselves evince a self-conscious political agenda. 

For example, Heidegger begins by telling his students that what is at stake in the topic he 
will pursue, the fate of German Idealism, is not a dispute among academic theorists, but 
the very 'historical spirit of the Germans'. Heidegger had decided to begin his lecture 
series as a whole by reminding his students in great detail of the political setting when 
Schelling wrote and thereby implying that the fate of Germany and metaphysics or 
philosophy were linked (then and, we are obviously supposed to conclude, again in 
1936). He reminds his students that in 1809 'Prussia had disappeared,' that Napoleon had 
ruled since 1806 ('and that means here, he oppressed and abused Germany'). And 
Heidegger had remarked on the 'profound untruth' of the famous words Napoleon had 
spoken to Goethe at their meeting in Erfurt. Napoleon had told Goethe, in trying to 
persuade him to leave Germany and come to Paris: 'politics is fate.' No, Heidegger tells 
his students, 'Spirit (Geist) is fate and fate spirit. The essence of spirit, however, is 
freedom.' Heidegger (1985), pp. 1-7; Heidegger (1982b), pp. 1-4. 

Such cryptic remarks (wherein Heidegger sides with Schelling's rejection of 'politics' in 
favour of 'spirit', with his rejection of the idealist notion of freedom, in favour of the pre
institutional, pre-subjective or even pre-political, perhaps Volk-ish 'spirit') already point 
to the way in which some acknowledgment of the historicity of thought is meant in a 
sense relevant to politics, even in opposition (in the name of 'Spirit') to all traditional 
public life. 

More conventionally, of course, Heidegger sees the 'subjectivist' understanding of 
freedom in Kant, Fichte and Hegel (itself paradigmatic of modern aspirations), as 'fated' 
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to faiL and that Schelling saw and appreciated that failure but could not resolve any of the 
difficulties caused by it, and so that Schelling's fate presaged the modern failure itseli. 

4 Heidegger (1985), p. 31. 
" Of course, dlso at st<1ke for Heidegger is the difierence between the conventional 

understanding of temporality in conventional notions of historicism and even of the past, 
and his own ontological theory. cf. his account of 'das Vergangene' or 'das Vorbei
gegangene' and how such a p<1st ' ... " besteht" freilich nicht irgendwo "an sich", 
sondern ist das eigentlich Geschichtliche im Vergangenen, das Unvergangliche, und das 
heif.lt, das anfangliche Gewesene und anfanglich wieder Wesende.' Heidegger (1991), 
p. 87. Another rich text on these issues: 'Der Spruch des Anaximander' in Heidegger 
(1972), pp. 2%-343. 

" Heidegger (1972a), p. 435; Heidegger (1962), p. 488. 
7 The relation between the notion of Geschichtliclzkeit, which Heidegger inherited from 

Dilthev and transformed, and notions of historicism and history, is a complex one. cf. my 
discus~ion in Pippin (1988), pp 71-3. 

x Ht>idegger (1961 b), '1m Zeitalter der vollendeten Sinnlosigkeit erfiillt sich das Wesen 
der Neuzeit', p. 24; Nietzsche (1987), p. 178. 

9 Heidegger (196lb), p. 145. Heidegger (1982b), p. 99. 
Ill In the 1936/7 Nietzsche lectures, Heidegger characterizes the 'entscheidende Frage' 

at the end of Western philosophy as 'die Frage nach dem "Sinn des Seins'', nicht nur nach 
dem Sein des Seinden; und "Sinn" ist dabei genau in seinem Begriff umgrenzt als 
dasjenige, von woher und auf Grund wovon das Sein uberhaupt als solches offenbar 
werden und in die Wahrheit kommen kann.' Heidegger (1961a), p. 26. (English 
translation: Heidegger (1979), p. 18.) For Heidegger's own account of Simz, as 'openness 
for self-concealement, i.e. truth' or 'openness of Being' (not as sense of a word), see 
Heidegger (1982), p. 11; Heidegger (1953), pp. 64, 67. 

11 From the Naclnmrl to the Heidegger (1982), p. 512. Perhaps the most radical, and 
thus clearest formulation is from the end of the Nietzsche lectures: 

What happens in the history of Being? We cannot ask the question this way, 
because then there would be a happening (Geschelzen) and something which 
happens (Gesclzelzcndes). But the happening (Gesclzehen) itself is the only 
occurrence (Geschelzenis). Only Being is. What happens? Nothing happens, if we 
are seeking for something that happens in the happening. Nothing happens; the 
event e-vents (das Erci:snis er-eignet). Heidegger (1961b), p. 485 (not translated in 
the Harper and Row series.) 

11 The most economical summary of his position are the summaries given in the 1941 
lecture series on Nietzsche, 'Entwiirfe zur Geschichte des Seins als Meta physik', 
Heidegger (1961b), pp. 458-80 (notes not translated in the Harper and Row series). For a 
more extensive discussion of these themes, see Pippin (1994), pp. 327-46. 

13 Heidegger (1962a), p. 245. 
H It could also be noted that, since such a fundamental ontological orientation is not a 

result of, or driven by, insight or theories or beliefs, it is also a consequence of such claims 
that all politics inspired by an attachment to theories, beliefs, principles, or appeals to 
reason, become suspect as naive, hiding instead of illuminating, falsely locating 'the 
subject' and its reflecting activity at the centre, all with political consequences which 
Heidegger wants to summarize in one word: technology. (He goes so far as to claim that 
the term 'Technik' 'reveals itself in its meaning with the designation: 'completed 
metaphysics'. 'Uberwindung der Metaphysik', (a collection of remarks collected together 
from 1936-46) in Heidegger (1967), p. 72.) At the 'centre' is rather a pre-subjective 
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ontological site or Lichttlll:o(, a collective orientation, something with important conse
quences for any rights based or individualist politics, or any which takes as supreme the 
sovereign, self-conscious, self-determining individual. (Heidegger's language varies in 
describing the nature of such a collective orientation. for an oft-quoted formulation, see 
the Hiilderlin lectures of 1934/5 especially, and his claim that, 'The Fatherland is Being 
itself which from the ground up carries and ordains the history of a folk as one that 
exists.' Heidegger (1982a), p. 121.) Since the meaning of Being happe11s, and happens in 
common, in a \folk (most especially, linguistically), it might be said that Heidegger's own 
programme is itself an attempt at a kind of 'political' reversal of the traditional priority of 
metaphvsics (which is, for him, itself already a political act, a 'subjectivism'). Metaphysics 
is characterized as a 'decision' (EIItschcidtms) in the Nietzsche lectures called 'The Will to 
Power as Knowledge', Heidegger (l961a), p. 476; Heidegger (1987), p. 6 (although, 
typically, Heidegger will also gloss such a decision as a 'letting' be decided, to avoid the 
impressions of someone just thinking something up and resolving). What is being 
displaced is the possibility of any contemplative a priori determination of substance, what 
has been called the 'mirror of nature' view. Whereas say, for Hegel, any such 
determination already reflects spirit's practical determination of itself i11 relation to the 
<mrld, for Heidegger, such a determination is also not primarily contemplative but a 
derivative expression of some l're-reflective mode of practical engagement, 'care' and 
orientation which comprises the 'event' of Being (as does his own hermeneutics, adding 
to the complexities). At least, it is with respect to this dimension of his thought that a 
comparison with Idealist humanism, and the corresponding notion of agency proper to 
it, can best eventually be made. 

The 'mirror of nature' phrase has of course been made popular by Richard Rorty. Any 
reference to Rorty raises the question of his own answer to the question: ll'hat is 
displacing traditional attempts to get the furniture of the universe rigltt, particularly those 
elements not sensibly apprehensive? Rorty rejects both any notion of a search for the 
normative requirements of some indispensable free activity, and any original 'event of 
Being', in favour of a Deweyean pragmatism. See especially Rorty (1991). For objections, 
see Pippin (1991a), p. 70-4. 

" In the Schelling lectures, this sort of claim is quite explicit. Schelling and Nietzsche 
(who is called 'the only essential thinker after Schelling') failed, their projects to realize 
and complete modern philosophy 'fell apart', but this wasn't just a failure. It was the 
advent of something wholly different, even the 'summer lightning flash' (Wcttcrleuchtcn) 
of the 'new beginning of Western philosophy'. Heidegger (1985), p. 3; Heidegger (1982b), 
p. 5. 

11
' All of thesE' claims of coursE' were regarded by Hegel and others as implied by the 

Kantian revolution even if they would have been vigorously disputed by the historical 
Kant. 

17 In Kant, the very possibility of a distinction betweE'n a 'realm of nature' and a 'realm 
of freedom' requires a possible distinction between (natural) law-governed and norm
regulated activities. The latter are COIIStitutil'c of freedom, as Robert Brandom notes and 
explores in interesting, neo-Hegelian ways in Brandom (1979), pp. 187-96. For the 
Hegelian version of this case, and his objections to Kant, see my Pippin (1991), pp. 99-
132, and (1995). 

1
" Heidegger (1972a), p. 384; Heidegger (1962), p. 435. Derrida accuses Heidegger of 

such a nostalgia for an arche, or first principle, but my own view is that that charge is 
hasty and unfair to Heidegger, as if what Schi.irmann calls the an-archic nature of 
Heideggerean thinking is to be trumped bv the debating trick of calling the anarchic the 
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Heideggerean arche. cf. Derrida (1982), pp. 1-27; and Schi.irmann (1987), and the 
criticisms in Pippin (1991a), pp. 142-7; 156--64. 

14 Schelling (1860), p. 369. 
20 Heidegger (1985), p. 119; Heidegger (1982b), p. 208. 
21 His extremely compressed formulation of this point (italicized in the original): 'Otc' 

Griif.le eines Oasl'ins zcigt sich wcrst damn, o/J es im Stande i)t, den es iil>crrmzsended gropm 
Widcrstand sci11cs Wcscw; zu entdcckc11 1111d fcstzulwlten.' Heidegger (1985), 105; Heidegger 

(1982), p. 183. 
22 My own view is that the most important thing to appreciate about Hegel's project 

after 1807 is that he does not reject this Kantian beginning, as Schelling does, but tries to 

'realize' it. See Pippin (1989). 
2·1 ci. Heidegger (1985), pp. 152--6; Heidegger (1982b), pp. 264-71. Obviously in most of 

these passages, Heidegger is evoking his own claims about the inevitably 'covering over' 

aspect of any 'uncovering'. 
2' Heidegger (1985), p. 9; Heidegger (1982b), p. 15. 
2

' i/Jid. 
26 Such a reification and neo-dogmatism is not foreign to Heidegger either: 

Only a few, and they rarely, attain the deepest point of the highest expanse of 
self-knowledge in the decidedness of one's own being ... That means that 
decidedness does not contract one's own being to an empty point of mere 
staring at one's own ego, but decidedness of one's own being is only what it is as 
resoluteness. By this we mean standing within the openness of the truth of 
history, the perdurance (/nstdmiigkc•it) which carries out what it must carry out, 
unattainable and prior to all calculation and reckoning. (Heidegger (1985), 
p. 155; Heidegger (1982b), p. 269.) 

For a different, but compelling criticism of 'Heidegger's positivism' (p. 294) compare 
Rosen (1993). Rosen 'reverses' Heidegger in the name of Plato, but not the textbook Plato 
of the ancient and modern schoolmen. See especially the first chapter, 'Platonism is 

Aristotelianism', pp. 3-45. 
27 Hegel (1970), p. 543; Hegel (1975), p. 1212. My emphasis. 
lH Hegel (1970), pp. 276--7; Hegel (1975), 212. 
24 Hegel (1970), p. 288; Hegel (1975), 222. 
10 1 discuss this notion in more detail in the last chapter of Pippin (1991a), and in a 

response to comments and criticisms of this book, Pippin (l995a). 
11 Hegel (1969a), p. 412; Hegel (1969), p. 759. 
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