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Tarikh Ifrigiya wal - Maghrib

Al - Raqiq was considered the Historian of Ifriqiya and the Maghrib by
later Muslim Historians. His work was quoted by almost all the historians
who took interest in the Maghrib e.g. Ibn Khuldun, Ibn Idhari and al -
Nuwairi. He was even considered by Ibn Khuldun as a model for the histor-
ies of the Muslim Provinces. The work we are dealing with seems to have in-
cluded the history of North Africa from the Muslim conquest until the au-
thor’s day. The last quotation of his work being the year. A.H. 415.

This work of al - Raqiq was discovered (in an in - complete form) in re-
cent years, and this surviving protion is the subject of this editing. We intend
to present the text of al - Raqiq, which covers one and a half century of the
History of Ifrigiya, in the closest possible form to the authors original MS.
taking into account filling the gaps from quotations appeared in the works of
laters historians, and making the necessary correction of the language and
scribal errors or refering to them in the foot - notes.

This surviving piece of the work of al - Raqiq covers the years from
A.H. 51 to A.H, 196 with many gaps due to the loss of several folios. This
unique MS. is written in what we believe to be an eastern Naskhi hand writ-
ing with some maghribi diacritical marks, and the 75 folios with many scribal
errors. Despite the fact that the MS. is badly worm - damaged and many
words and phrases are illegible or completely eaten away, we managed to re-
construct the text using later historical work as extra MSS. of the work.

The MS. was edited a rough and ready edition in Tunis in 1967. The
editing took, in the words of the editor, three weeks, an indication of the
quality of the work that was done. The editor confused several folios, mis-
read or overlooked many words, and phrases. Consequently we decided to
ignore that edition and rely on the MS. and the quotations in later historical
works especially Ibn Idhari al - Nuwayri and Ibn al - Shabbat.
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