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A MASTER OF INTERCULTURAL
HISTORY IN ISLAM
Ibn Sa’id Al-Maghribi his works and cultural voyages

N I T T P e A P A E R T TP

A

Ibn Sa’id Al-Maghribi (1213-1285 A.D.) is one of the great
masters of Arabic cultural compilation (TASNIF) in the Middle
Ages.

A historian, geographer, critic and poet, he also represented
that "wholestic” and encyclopedic type of Intellectuals in the history
of Islamic Civilisation

Beiny the last descendant of one of the leading aristocratic and
cultured Arab families of Muslim Spain, Ibn Sa’id left his native
country (Al-Andalus) during the critical period of the Spanish Re-
conquest in 1236, to start a long and rich series of cultural voyages to
North Africa, and latter, to the great centres of the Arab East in
Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Hijaz where he also visited the holy Shrines
for Hajj.

During these literary and geographic voyages -in the tradition
of the great Arab and Moslim travellers- Ibn Sa’id met a great num-
ber of cultural and political personalities, and also visited several
places of historical interest.

He compiled all this first-hand knowledge in his famous two en-
cyclopedic books: ” Al-Mughrib” and ”Al-Mushriq” which both still
represent an important source for historicag and cultural research in the
fields of Islamic Civilisation in the present book, DR. Mohammad
Jabir AL-ANSARI, the Professor of Arabic and Islamic studies in
the Universities of Bahrain and the Arabian Gulf, has contributed
and produced the first comprehensive study in Arabic of this cultu-
ral historian: hisage, works, and impact in the light of the intercultu-

ral movements of men and ideas within the integratel unity of Isla-
mic Civilisation.
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