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ABSTRACT

Historians recognize two distinct kinds of Islamic Cities:
Cities built according to apre-conceived plan, and cities whose
development was stimulated by response to the particular needs of
the Arab settlers who settled in new provinces. The early pattern of
growth was characteristic of such cities like Basra, Kufa and Alittle
later wasit.

Wasit started as a military camp, but soon gave way to
permanant installations such as'markets, shops, bussiness centre,
hospitals and schools etc;

It 1s accepted now as a common place that Islamic civilization
was essentially an urban civilization, Its-Culture reached its height
in the cities. That is why the history of Islam in the middle ages as
written by early Muslim historiaus is largely a history of Islamic
Cities.

For this reason Islamic cities call for a more thorough study
and research. Moreover studying the structere of a town reveals a
significant economic, social, political and cultural aspects of the
period.

The present research is an attempt to study the structure of the
city of Wasit during the late Abbasid period from 324 A H/ 935
A.D. to 656 A.H/ 1258 A.D. dealing with its administative, social
and cultural life,

The First Chapter is an introduction which deals with the
political condition of Wasit through out the period concerned. It
reveals the political and military importance of the city and its
active porticipation in the events of the late Abbasid period. The
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Chapter is concluded with the description of the defiance of Wasit
to the mongol invasion in 656 A .H./ 1258 A.D. Agreat number of
its inhabitants were killed defending their beloved city.

The Second Chapter deals with the topography of Wasit
(khitat) and its rapid urban development during this period. This
Chapter descubes a number of centres of religious, cultural and
economic activities such as Jawamic, Madaris and Suks and tries to
fix their exact location as far as possible. Those centres were, in
fact, the only places where the virtuous life as prescribed in the
Qur’an and Hadith could be lived in full. _

The Third Chapter deals with the administration of Wasit; the
administrative boundries of the Wilaya of Wasit is fixed according
to authentic traditiors, and in this vespect we found that part of Al-
Ahoaz (Arabistan) was included with in the district of Wasit. It is
al important to mention that the Arabs did not depeni on the
administrative units of the sasanids on the contrary they abolished
them and replaced them with new units.

As for the fourth Chapter, it deals with the social life of the
city. Beside the Arabs there were other racial groups who inhabited
Wasit. Their conditions and inter relations were studied in their
histrical context as far as our-sources enable us. We olso discussed
the development of Wasit with a sense of community based on
ethnic religious and kinship ties, as well ds its gradual transference
from a military-administrative camp into an econimic, cultural and
social entity.

The Cultural life is dealt with in the final chapter, Wasit was.
Infact, one of the important cultural centres in the Musiim world
during the late Abbasid period. There were a number of cultural
and scientific institutions where agreat number of Jusists,
traditionists, litrary men linguists historians, scientists taught
throughout the centuries and despite political conditions, Wasit
was not isolated from other cultural centres in Iraq in particular
and in the Muslim world in general. On the contrary Wasit
inherited both Kufa and Basra during the period concerned as
both cities lost its cultural prominance which they enjoyed earlier.
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