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iie Miskawayh and his History

education and edification of the student. The prominence that he gives
to the history of the older Persiim monarchy under the Sas@nids is of
course characteristic ol the time of Miskawayh, when the persian Bayid
princes were ruling supreme throughout the empire of the Abbusid
Caliphs.*]

Miskawayh's sources in his historiography are:

1. Tabari. From the Flood wo 295, omitting mythical narrations ol the
peniod before the Flood, using his own style in chosing the materials and
dealing with them.

2. Alter 295 to 340 he uses other sources such as Tabit ibn San@n
that bis History covers Mugqtadir the Abhasid caliphate to year 360,

3. Abu Ishdq al-Sabi, His book ALTaj is specially written lor ‘Adud
al-Dawlah the Buyid king. RGzefvari found the ends of the A-Ta)0 and
Tajirib al-Umam the same in the their texts,

4. His own observalions, as he ssid while beginning the events of year
(340): "most of the events T will write alter this year, are my own
observations, or they are news | carned {rom-people whose news are as
my own obscrvations, such ‘as Tont-*Amid and Muhallabi,”

5. Buyid important libraries. This matter is understood when we find
various materials and texts in Tﬂ}ﬁ!ib al - Umam we don’t find in any
other historians’ works [or example, the extended text of ‘Ahd-e Ardaiir,
thal 15 said to be the only Iramian pre - Islamic thorough text (alter
Avesta) left for us in Arabic translation.?

A. Emami
Tehran, Sepiember 2001

[ See Cactani, preface.
2. For more details and lor the resources, see the introduction {Tasdi) in the present

book, vol 1, pp. 7 - 45, and this volume (wol. 8) PP 455 - 463,

v
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his celebrated predecessor Tabati, whose chief aim was merely to gather
materials and set them forth fully in due order, Miskawayh decided that
his History should be composed as an organic structure and that
throughout it certain lundamental ideas, serving to bind the whole
together, should as it were become the creative element in the work. He
has entitled his chronicle Kitab Tajarib al-Umam wa Ta‘dgib al-Himam'
(the Book ol Vicissitudes of Nations and the Results of Elforts)* and
there is a personal element in its pages that is wanting in other historicul
compositions of this period. [t is distinctively the work of a constructive
mind governed by a high conception of what should be the aim and duty
of historian, and throughout Miskawayh shows a very great advance over
his predecessors and contemporaries among Arab historians. He is not
satistied merely to collect materials to be set forth in chronological
order, for he holds that all these @vents of the past were bound together
by a web of human interest,/ which.in ttuth is history {as he observes)
and in the true interpretation of which the wise man will Iind that which
will prove a mine ol precious knowledge, His treatment of the materials
at his disposal is instructive, ‘whal-in” aocicol history is miraculous or
legendary he suppresses, the history of the Creation and of the early
prophets he will not discuss, the mass ol Robbinical legend he ignores
entirely and the pre Islamic portion of his chronicle is reduced to a rapid
survey of the history of Persia from the earliest known times to the [all
of the Sasanid empire. In the history of Arabia belore the time of the
Prophet only those cvents arc noted which are in direct connection with
the conlemporary history of Persia. In dealing with the prophetic
mission of Muhammad a {ew paragraphs serve his purpose, he will not
discuss supernatural events, for, from his point of view, they are ol no
importunce historically, the (acts of history alone being of value for the

1. Wa Tavagib fread Tadiguh] al-tlimam": this part of the title s added by olher
writers, becausc we see the title in the author's preface only as the first part: “Tajdrib
tid- Lirneam”,

2. As Cactani has transhaed (the e



i1V Miskawayh and his History

1869-1871.

2. Kazan, 2 vols. (= 3,4 of St Sophia MS.)

3. Facsimile {photograph on MS) by Leone Caetani, vols 1,56 of
St sophia, Leyden-London, 1909, 1913, 1917,

4. ed. Amedroz, on St Sophia MS (vols 5,6), joined by Dhail of
Rugzravari that contains the events of (AH. 369-3R89), and a part ol
Hilal’s History, that contains the events of (AH. 389-393), at least 3
vols, Cairo, 1914-1916 companying, Eng. trans. by D.S. Margoliouth,
entitled: the Eclipse of Abbasid Culiphate, Oxiord, 1920-1921.

Miskuwayh is said 1o be a historian that obscrves the events of history
and the acts of predecessor people, as a philosopher. His mind specially
is governed by his ethical philosophy. This speciality clearly reflected not
only in his pure philosophical works, such as Tahdih al-Axidg, Al-Fowz
al-Asgur, Javidan Xerad, etc. but abviously appears in his History's pages
as well. In historiography, Tabari in his'| Tarix of-Rusul wa -Mulik,
reports the cvents as a iraditionalist (muhoddit), Mas'Gdl in his Musl
al-Dahab wriles as a traveler, Birani in his Al-Af@r al-Bagivah COmpases
as a mathematician, bul Miskawayh is @ philosopher that compiles a
philosophically chronicle. Miskawayh is regarded as a great vanguard in
scientitic historiography; he is the first historian who pioneered the way
to philosophize the history lo be an excellent model for later historians
such as Rafid al-Din Fadlullih (A.H. 645-718), in his Jami* al-Tawari,
Ibn Xaldun (732-806) in his Mugaddamah, und for Kafiji (9th century)
in his al-Muxtasar, and SuxAwi (830-920) in his 4/-I'lan. He may be
conceived as a pragmatist thinker in his philosophy that deeply
appreciates the acts of man, and well knows that kind of events that
have historical value,

From another point of view as L. Cactani observes, "he [Miskawayh']
has left us a work conceived on a plan that is much akin in method to
the principles followed by western and more modern historians. Unlike

e imme -

1. In his article Cactani has written the name as "Ibn Miskawayh”, See my argument an
it, P. 1.
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42, Al-Magilit al-Talit (Three Catlegories); Fi Ithat al-Suwar
al-Riohaniyyah Alpti Ld Hoyrld Lehd (Proving Spritual Figures,
Without no Matter.) From Aristotle discoursc.

43. Fi fthiit Dalik Aydan (Proving that by other way).

44. Fi Ithar Dalik, on the First Cause.

45. Ma ‘LFasl bayn ol-Dabr wa -Zomian (What Dillerence s
Between Eternity and Time).!

46. Tajarib al-Umam (Experiences ol Nations), the present History
thut we are poing to deal with more and say what is the main
specilication ol this cdition:

This is the lirst time that the book of Tajarib al-Umam (Expericnees
ol Nations), Miskawayh's important History becomes thoroughly cdited
and published in its whole volumes +(Dayl+Indexs), at least in 8
volumes, This new edition 15 bascd on its oldest manuseript (dated AJH.
505-506) that exists in Constantinople, St sophia, Noo 3110-3121,
besides other manuscripts such-as. Malek No.4145 (thorough MS, but
tull of mistakes); Malek No. 4324 (partinl MS); Astinquds No. 4090
(partial MS); Amsterdam via M. de Goeje's edition (172 p.). The main
and relisble MS (St Sophia) consists ol six volumes containing the
events of [runian ancient history w the Iranc-Islamic Buyid emirate
during the Abbasid caliphate. These volumes are as {ollows:

Vol.1, 591 p., covering from Piddadid to AH. 37, vol.2, 593 p., [rom
AH. 38 to 103; val.3, 593 p., from AH. 104 to 191; vol.4, 580 p., from
A, 191 to 233; vol.5, 585 p., from AH. 234 (o 326; vol.6,520 p., trom
AH. 326 w0 396.

But, what was published in the past wuas based only on some
disconnected and available portions or on only a part of some portions
of the work as one may see in the following editions:

1. ed. M.J. de Goeje, Fragm. Hist. 172 p. Latin trans., Madrid,

l. The figures 36-44 refer to RERGs MS collecton tided: Rox@'il Falsafiyyah
(Philosophical Treatises). The collection contains scveral Erealises or some chosen

iliscussions taken fron Miskowayh's works,

b
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25. Fi al-Kimy@' (a treatise on alchemy).

26. Al-Kanz al-Kubir (the Great Treasure) on alchemy.

27. Ahwil al-Hukama' wa Sefit al-Anbivi' al-Salaf (Biography ol the
Philosophers and early Prophets).

28. Al-Muxtasar [T Sind‘ut al-‘Adad (A Short book on the Arl of the
Numgrals) one of his several compositions on mathematics.

29. Fagr ARl al-Rutub (Povertly of bookmen) notice that Miskawayh
was Buyids' librarian.

30. Fi Daf* al-Gamm Men al-Mowt. A treatise on the Treatment of
the Griel over Death,

31. Tualiy ‘Ali al-Kutub al-Mantegiyyah (Comments on the Logical
Books).

32. Wagtyyat (Testament) lor the students who are looking for
wisdom.

33. Wasiyyat Abi ‘AN Miskewayh, or: ‘Ahduhu Ma'a  Nafvihi
(Testament of Miskawayh, or: His Promise 1o Himself) a treaty he made
o himself to do what is correct, and not W do what is not correct, Lo
achieve pertection.

34. Correspondence between Miskawayh and his friend Badi®
al-zaman Hamudani. (an apologetic letter from Hamadani 1o Miskawayh
and his answer).

35. Al-Shi'r (Poems): his available poems scattered in carly sources.

36, Risalah Fi l-Laddmit wa 1-'41Fm, a trealise on (Pleasures and
Pains).

37. Magalah Fi '-Nafs we I-Agl, an discourse on (the Soul and
R.cason).

Min Ris@latihi Fi 'l-Tabi'ah (From His Trealise: Onr Natre);

38. Min Risalatihi fi Jowhar al-Nafs (From His Treatise on Nature of
the Soul).

39, Fi -Baht "Anhd (An Argument About the Soul).

). (Min kitab al-"Agl wa 'I-Ma'qal) from his book : The Reason and
Reasonable,

41. Magdluh fi I-Nafs (a discource on the Soul),
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plulosaphers and sages.

9, Adab gl-Dunyd wa ‘i-Din (Manners of the Life and the Religion).
The title shows the subject.

10. Uns al-Farid, other name: Nadim al-Farid {The companion ol the
lonely). [t is missing and said by ancient biographers (o be the best book
that contained short stories, poems and intcresting issucs. Adam Mcetz
conceived it 10 be the first book written in Islamic melhod, it is meant
not 10 be based only on pure Arabic materials.

11, Al-Xawatir (the Memories), An argument lor the Soul and how
things impress on i,

12. Kitah al-Siyaseh (Book of the Politics).

13, Al-Mustowf@ fi 1-Shi'r {(an Perlected |work] on Poetry) solving
dificulties of some of its cases in syntax and meaning. Some later
biographers named it Muxi@r al-Ash@r (Chosen Poetrics).

14. Al-Mus'idah (on happiness).

15. Fowe HLNH_FEI {Achieving-Salvation} on ethics. It is unavailable, 1
suppose this title 1o be the other name of-his Fowz al-Sa adah.

16, Ki@h al-Siyar (book ‘of manners) It is said 1o be a good
compilation, or to be a guide for people in their life.

17. Al-Fami* (the Comprehensive) in medicine. It probably followed
his celebrated predecessor Zakarlyd Razi's Al-jami* rellecting advances
in the lield of medicine, because Miskawayh hardly impressed by him
and followed his works, as Towhidi emphasized.

18. Kitdb al-Tabix (couking) or al-Bajat (The Soups) for medical
treatment.

19. Kitgh al-Afribah (Medical Syrups). It is lost, but its abbreviated
composition made by Amin al-Dowlah Ibn Telmid is available.

20. Kitib fi 1-Adwiyat al-Mufradoh (Simple Drugs).

21. Muxtasar al-Nabd (abbreviated book of the pulse}.

22. Fi ‘I-Muhardik woe CL-Mutehanik (Mover and Moving), a
theological argument on theology).

23, Fi 'I-Hikmat al-Naidirah {a (reatise on alchemy).

24. Fi Dikr fz:’-Hujﬂr al-Azum (a treatise on elixir).
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A Miskawayh and his History

as the writing of Paul the Persian to Anudarvan, the Sassanid king.

2. Al-Fowz al-Asgar (The Small Book of Victory, or The Small
Victory, or the Lesser Victory, as Leaman translated the Gitle). It is an
Islamic trilogy on proving the existence of God, immortality of the soul,
and prophets’ missions. Thiz tithe indicates his another composition
titled as the following (No. 3):

3. Al-Fowz al-Akbar (The Great Viciory, or the Great book of
victory). This one is lost. The author mentioned it at the end of Al-Fowz
al-Asgar (No.2) promising that he will write an Al-Fowz al-Akbar that
will be with more details on the subject.

4. Tahdib al-Axl@g (The Relinement of Character)-as Zurayk
translated . Tt is camposed of six discourses: 1) Principles of Ethics: The
Soul and Its Facultics, the Goods and Happiness, Virtues and Vices, 2)
Character and [ts Refinement, Human Perfection and Its Means. 3) The
Good and Its Divisions, Happiness and its Grades. 4) Justice. 5) Love
and Friendship. 6) The Health of the Soul: its preservation and its
restoration, based on old spirilual medicine and its principles of
treatment.

5. Al-Hawamil wa ‘-Sawamil (The Scattered Flock and the
Gatherers). The first part of the title means the disordered questions of
Towhidi, while the second part means Miskawayh’s answers that bring
them hack together.

6. Fowz al-SaTdah (Achieving Happiness).

7. Ris@lah fi Mahiyyat al-*Adl (what is the Justice?) Answering the
question sent to him by Towhidi.

R. Javidan Xerad, other title; Adib al-‘drab wa 1-Furs wa I-Hind
wa ‘I-Riim. The first title means: eternal wisdom or the wise saying. This
composition is bused, as he said in his preface, on the ancient Javidan
Aerad that is said to be ol King Hushang from ancient Persian dynasty
of Pidadid. It is extended by Miskawayh to cover the other old nations
such as Arabs, Persians, Indians, Romans and the Islamic ecarlier

L Zurayk, the Refinemnent of Character, the American Universily of Beirut, 1968,
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(kitib), both treasurer and hibrarian (x@zin) and ambassador (safir) for
Buyid princes (amirs). Since his time, and during the Islamic centuries,
he is mentioned in the philosophical biographies and traditional
histories ol thoughtl. But this citation occurs only in some lew scattered
texts which 1 have mentioned in my rather detailed introductions to both
my cdilion of the Arabic text of present history and to my Persian
translation ol it. Miskawayh has been [ully siudied, and the bulk ol his
[ound books and treatises have been published, analyzed, and under
gone in-depth critical studies by modern scholars in independent studics
(monographs). Some ol these works are as [ollowing:

1.*Abdul ‘Aziz ‘Ezzat, IThbn Miskawayh wa Fulsafouthy al-Akhlogivyah,
Cairo, 1946;

2. M ‘Abdul Haq Ansari, The Ethical Philosophy of Miskawaih,
Aligach Muslim University, India, 1964,

3. Mohammed Arkun, Miskaewayh, Philosophe ef Historten, Paris,
1970 (Its Arabic translation Las: Naz'ut-al-Ansanah fi I-Fikr al-"drahi,
appearcd in Beirul, in 1997).

I am, in my turn, writing=(in""Persian} & forthcoming book on
Miskawayh, and his works, besides my two articles: the [irst in the enlry
af "Abi ‘Ali Miskaewayh" published in Da'eratol-Maaref-¢  Bozorg-e
Eslimi (The Great Islamic Encyclopaedia) and the second in the entry
ol "Tajarib ¢l-Umam" in The Daneiniima-ye Jahiin-¢ Estam (The Persian
Encyclopacdia of Islam), knowing that all these works arc besides the
numerous discussions written in histories ol thought, articies published
in encyclopaedias, or in specialized magazines, or as introductions Lo his
hooks' editions in the east and west.

Miskawayh's works as they are mentioned in the biographies or in
the indexes ol world’s MS treasures (available or lost, printed or nat
printed) are as following:

\. Tariib ol-SaTdat wa Manazil al-"Uliim! (the Grades ol Happiness
and the Role of Scicnees), based on Aristotle’s classification ol scicnces,

1. This treaiise has been concoived as two ones by some scholars.
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Miskawayh And His History'

AbT ‘Al Ahmad Miskawayh ibn Mubammad ibn Ya'qub, the Iranian
philosopher and historian (3207-421/932-103()), was born in Ray, located
in the south of Tehran, the capital ol Iran. "Miskawayh" is his own
surname (fagerh}, not his Father's.orgrandlather’s. So it is not correct o
call him "Ihn Miskawayh” (son ol Miskawayh); becuuse he s mentioned
without the prelix "fbn” in his own works-as well as in those ol his
conlemporary writers such as AbQ Hayyan al Towhidi and AbT Sulayman
al-Manteqi EHI—Saj:iSI'Ean and others. The incorrect prefix "Iha” appeared
in the books ol the later biographers who tound that he is mentioned in
some sources, as "Ahmad Ibn Mubammad Miskawayh” or "Ahmad ihn
Muhammad ibn Ya'yab Miskawayh" in which the surname "Miskawayh®
sometimes [ollows the [ather’s name and sometimes the grandbather’s,
However, the Persian origin ol his surname is "Muskuych”. It changed to
"Miskawayh" in Arabic like other Persisn names ending wilh “lyed”.

Miskawayh is recopnized as an lranian [slamic philosopher and
historian., He was also well known as physician, man ol letiers, literary
critic, mathematician, and chemist. He lived during Buyids, an Iranian
Wynasty that ruled wnder the Abbasid caliphate, He worked as scecretary

L ‘Ihis wrticle is o summaty of the present writers Arubic Iniroduction tited “Tasdir

*Amm” 1o his edition of the thoroughly volumes of the book: Tayfrib al-Umam.
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