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TenulIian of Carthag. was th. firsl ,nsl= Christian 10 writ. an ""Iffid.d thwlogy, A ',gowus and humOfous
apologisl, h. dd'ffid.d Christians againsl th. hostility of th. Roman sial., \\-ilhin th. church h. gan gr.al
attffitiOlllo th. rul. offailh Of criI..-ion of IruIh which h. found in th. gospd, His cOlItrolling canon d.cbr.d th.
p..-f.ction of th. @in. plan fOf human saJ,'ation, in J.sus Chrisl, SOlI of God, crucifi.d sa'",ur, bill Whffi this
was appli.d 10 th. a.'.s ofb.li."..-s h. was disapp'Oim.d by Christian mdiocrity, COlIs.qu.mly h. ru:m.d 10 an
accounl of original sin, th. n,c,ssJ:l)' f.", of God, and apocalyptic hop.,

A compl"" think..-, h. has in mod= tim.s b.ffi r.j.md by both lib..-al Christianity and its s.cul...- critics, who
in f.ally 10 th. Enlighlffilnffil b.li.".d thaI a passion fOf r.asOll should l.ad 10 a quasi-mathffilatical syslffil, Th.
d.suuction of this b.lid'by Godd, \\-ingffiSI';"', ROfty and many oth..-s opens th. way fOf an und,,-slanding of
TenulIian' s passion fOf opposil.s, COlItingffiCy and ratiOllal "'gumffil,

)"lisquOl.d and misus.d, TenulIian now calls fOf suslain.d analysis and inl..-p<.-Iation, This book off..-s a majo.
r.app.-aisal ofhis thwlogy and its influffiC. 011 th. sh"P" of th. ,nsl= Christian tradition, pJ:rticul"rly 011
Augustin.,
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Preface

"''''''".SS is mo... th"" a man..- of timing. II is nol .-neugh, says T.milli"", 10 arm', .a:r1y ""d sl""d al th. h.ad
of a qIIrn., as propl. did .ach day outsid. th. baths in C:l:llhag•. An originalOf has 10 b. original. Th. n.w
miracb of Chrisl w..-. foUmnd by a long lin. of imiIalOfs; but th. nonlty of Chrisl was his uniqllffi'" rath..
th"" his priority in tim•. In a humbl..- way, T.milli"" himsdfis nol m..-dy firsl in "" occid.mal qIIrn•. H. is
'aslonishingly original ""d p..-sonal'l ""d is abl. 10 do thwlogy, thallaminal.d fusion of a:rgumffil ""d scripnn,
in a way which bf.aks n.w ground. Strikingly, h. ,nOl. his m", kind of Latin. H. lib..-al.d Christi"" thoughl
from ils Gr••k b.ginnings by ""alysing ""d d",,'doping biblical conc"pIS.

Think..-s a:r. 'di-id.d acco.-ding 10 traditions, .ach mffilb..- ofwhich pa:rtiany adopls ""d pa:rtiany modifi.s th.
,-ocabula:ry of th. writ..-s whom h. has r.ad'. Traditions b.gin from 'th. propl. with poetic gifts, all th. original
minds with a lalffil fOf r.d.scription'.' T.milli"" was"" inno"aIOf, ""d, in lffigrh of influffiC', h. has outslr:ipp.d
th. mod..-n cr.alOfs,lih Da:rwin ""d Fr.ud, by n.arl}' 1\'-0 mill.nnia. It is th..-d'Of. USdUllO ducidal. his final
,-ocabula:ry, th. wo.-ds ""d m.anings which continually r.cur in his a:rgumffiIS.) :-'-Iosl ofhis wo.-ds w..-. nol
n.w, but th. way h. =""g.d th..-n was. H. purifi.d a dial'CI, by framing a "ocabula:ry which ffiabl.d him 10
Challffig. th. opponffilS ofhis kind of Christi""ily.

1 kin 0"';,1011, .1 h!"ory' of.ar!y Cr.r!"!an do","!m t.far< Ih. Coun, il of.\'!.a.a, Y01. ill, T/;I or!g!n.c oflal!"
Cr.r!"!an!ty (london, 19J1)." 1

'RRom' COn/!r.gm,y irony arJ,,0Iidar!ty(C=bridg.,lgS~).16

) lih ony consideration of I ",ullion', u" ofwMd" <hi, >tum' oc\;no,,1.dg" the monum.ntal wOO; ofR Broun, D.""
C/1J'!"!anoru"" 2nd .<In, (pori" 19JJ)



Our concern wos 'pttch, ""d 'pttch imp,ll,d us
10 purif\"th, cliol,et ofth, trib, '

H. did nOl s•• himsdf as an inno"aIOf, bUl as th. dd'ffid..- of a gospd which had com. through th. apostl.s
from God. SW"p1 offhis f• .-t by th. Christian scriplUr'S (Cl..",ffil ofAlnandria had COmlX,r.d th..", with th.
songs of imsistibl. SirffiS), h. cam. 10 grid' Whffi h. d...,;.d friction bmnffi his final '"Ocabubry and any pJ:rt
of scriplUr" His writing was pJ:rt ofth. df.cm" hislOf)', as Gadam..- pUIS it, ofth. bibl•. H. mahs it.asy fOf
his r.ad..- 10 find his final vocabulary by calling it th. 'rul' and npr.ssing it in a ,'Jri.-ty of striking l..-m, "\1ml
in th. ffid is fOf you th. 100al disgrac. ofmy God, is th. mYSI",)' ofmankind's sa),'ation' (To!llln d.niqu. d6 m6
p....s "OS d.d.cus sacram...mm .sl humana. salutis').'

Th..-. w..-. thr•• r.asons why h. was abl. 10 writ. such a sffilffiC•. First, h. poss.ss.d th. inl.n.crual ,i:rtu.s
of cbrity and .conomy. H. gan r.asons and s.-t oUl argutnffils. Im..-p<.-t..-s with "id. knowl.dg. of .arl}'
Christian thoughl' han singkd oUl his inl.n.crual quality as pr.-.-minffil. To this str...gth h. add.d th. rar..- gifts
ofparadox, m.-tapho.- and wit, all n.c.ss"'1' fOf ~ think..- who fashions a languag•. S.cond, h. had a s...s. of
th. pow..- ofwo.-ds, b.caus. J.sus Chrisl was fOf him a wo.-d-..,.·...t; th. li-i:ng ,'oic. ofth. gospd carri.d him
along. Al cr.ation, God who had a),nys b.ffi rational b.cam. ,'..-bal and th. pIac. had n..,.',,- b.ffi qui.1 sinc•.
Thrology w~s a Ii-'dy man..-, dispIa}i:ng 'th. Itmill.ss ,nalth of th. wo.-d of God in its inl..-p<.-tation in th. world
during its passag. through hisIOfY'. - Third, h. w~s ...gag.d in ,igOfOUS contro\"..-sy, wh..-. a kind ofbrillianc.
was n••d.d. :-'-Iosl ofwhal h. ,nol. was dir.Cl.d againsl som.on•. H. look on th. Roman .stablislunffil,
:-'-Iarcion, Prax.as, indulg.m bishops, H..-mogffi'S and \.al.minians; ind••d h. look on th. world itsdf and
insisl.d thaI things w..-. going 10 b. ,."')' dilf"-ffil al th....d. H. did this b.caus',lih Paul, h. w~s H..-~clil.an

in mind and l.-mp..-amffil- a m.ssag. from God could nOl cOUllI on s.curity bUl only on sri•. To thal@i:n.
H..-aclil.an wo.-d which rul.d

, I. S. Eliot, littl, Giddin~Four Quanw (london 19H). H

'.\hrG2.2JJ

'lih Karl Holl ""d I,,,,, Doni,lou

G,rh""d Ib,lin~ T/;~"ord ofGad arJ "adition (london Ig6Sj, Jl



through J!I things he was committed; the posses,;,,'e adjecm'e 'my' preceded 'God' Jlld 'lo.-d' in his dec;,;,,'e

stalemenls.

As firsl theologiJll of the \\.eSl, he ;s one of those second-cenlUry writers who hoth absorb demenls of

philosophy imo theology Jlld olso illuminale the relation belween the ?\ew TeslJlllenl Jlld laler creeds. His ideas
han become more accesSIble in this cenlUry which has rumed from syslems 10 problems, from conclusions 10
...-gumenl. T..-rull:iJll' s p..-pClUol ...-gumentation (rat'o ;s his fa"ou:rile word) enables us 10 underSIJlld his
conclusions. The specific Jim of this boobs 10 Jllolyse T..-rull:iJll' s ...-gumenls Jlld thereby clarify his meJlling.
EIu,;,,'e Jlld fore.,-er Jlltithcticol, he could be described as 'the laughing Sloic', were it nol thaI he specificJ!ly
disowned J!I schools ofphilosophy Jlld "PPe...-ed 'like a meleor'-'

:-'-Ieleors make few friends, so T..-rull:iJll presenls a chJ!lenge 10 his reader. Since the Enlighlenmenl, no JllCienl
ChristiJll writer has anracled more hostility; :-'-IJllY han been repened by the rheloricol force with which he led

his readers from thCOl)' 10 practice. This won his conlesls in the second cenlUry Jlld loses them loday. Few
han seen how his melJPhors crealed a new lJllguage. There;s no J!lemam'e 10 exlended Jllolysis Jlld the
demJllds of Jllolysis ...-e se,,-ere. \\.e begin from the clJim thaI 'ifwe WJllllo underslJlld others, we must counl
them righl in mosl mallers'1" This ;s a stralegy for getting hold ofpeople's fundamenlol beliefs, for learning their

IJllguage, identifying their C<>mmorl conCeplS Jlld the use 10 which they put them. 11 There is no way in which \n
CJll underslJlld whal Jlly writer is saying ifwe neglecl his ftnol ,,-ocabul...-y, ifwe ;solale a proposition from the
...-gumenls which define its meJlling. If(as mosl han done) we lake the proposition 'it ;s credible, because inepl'

away from the ...-gumenl where it occurs, we c=OI but rejecl it Jlld play the common game of'lelling men of
straw thaI they han no brains'-"

• D"';.lou. lati" CrJi,;tianil)' "I

; R.n"" dt>crib.d hi, wOO; ., 'un m'l""g. ino", d. 'al.n', d. fau,,'" d't>pri', d'.loqu.nce "d. mau""" goUt'. .\lor<
.luril. <t laft" du mor.d. antiquo (pari" lSSl), .15

,., Donald D.,id,on, On the ,.•". id.a of. conceptual "h.m., in D.,id,on, Irquiri" into truth arJ int<rpr<totion
«(Word, I>S.), 19J

11 Qu.ntin Slcinn", A "ply '0 my criti", in 1. Tullv (.d.). .\l.ani"g arJ wntext, Qumti" Ski"n<r arJ hi, aili"
(Cambridg., 19S5), liS

" 1. ?a"mor., Th. id.a or. hi"o,,' of philo'oph\- HThS, 1 (1951). lJ



Philosoph..-s han continued 10 show, from \\-ittgffiSI.m onwards, thaI meJlling ;s inaccessible without conlext,
bnguage-game, ftnol "ocabulary, ,'..-bol conslenatioo, diolect, 1l:M'..-se of discourse Of what."..- imp.,rect name
we choose 10 cJ!l it, The mo.-e useful theologiJlls han said the same," That is why this hook seeks 10 idffitify

the ftnol "ocabulary which T..-rulIiJll created Jlld used in dilf"-ffit argutnffits, Such Jll JllJl)'sis assumes that
T..-rulIiJll is tJlking Sffise Jlld sCls out the way in which he arrJllges wOfds,

The hook begins with T..-rulIiJll' s CJllon of truth, the p.,rectioo of J!I things in Christ, Thffi, befOfe going furth..
in explo.-atioo ofhis argumffits, it exJmines those slogJlls which han classified him as Jll oppOllffit of rationolity
'What has AthffiS 10 do with JcrusJlcm'" Jlld 'Credible because inept,' Th..-e is little point in slru,,-o.ling with his
argumffits ifhe sCI no ,'Jlue on reason, These pUlzles resok'ed Jlld his p.-edilectioo fOf reason established, his
apologetic r.,'eols Jll H..-aditeJll respect fOf opposites Jlld a Sloic confidffice in "'..-y soul's innate awarffiess
ofGod, His longest dispute was with :-'-larcion, who separated the just God of the Old Testamffit from the good
God who Sffit Jesus, His conflict with Praxeas p.-oduced the first extffided Stalcmffit of trinitariJll doctrine, The
brief account of p.-ay..- indicates the Cffitrol themes ofhis thought Jlld his usc of the bible ;s dec;';"'e Jlld only
rarely disastrous, His account of sin runs inlo his account of the church which he claimed should be the spotless
bride of Christ, The marked dilf..-ffice bClweffi his trealmffit of Hcrmogffies' argumffit Jlld \ -JlffitiniJll
theosophy is wOflh innstigation, His eschatology is highly d.,'eloped Jlld his expectation of the ffid is colourful
Jlld coh"-Cflt, From his theology Jlld his Sloic;sm comes Jll aust..-e Jlld p.-o,-ocam'e ethic,

Int..-p.-Clatioo requires us, as Gadam..- put it, 10 p.-oject our p.-ejudgemffits against a text which destroys some
Jlld lets oth..-s stJlld, The p.-oeess continues Jlld nothing is secure, Fifteffi years ago, I 'Hote that T..-rulIiJll
'n."..- SlopS 10 think what his oppOllCflt

" 1. D.ruilou, on the limit> of philologicol p.<li~"" "~o,, '\\-ord, c=o' b. <li,'ofC.d from th.ir con"'" ond.
chong. of con"" in"i..bl,- ol,,,, the >tn>t of. word' Go"p,1 ",.",ago arJ Hollon;,,';, <ulwr< (london, 191 J), JU



mighl m.Jll'," ?\ow I Jln my,tifi.d by th. way in which h. li'lffi' 10 whal hi, oppollffil ,ay', In hi,
apologN,cum h. acc"pI' th. Sloic world of oppo,it., Jlld mal. knowl.dg. ofGod, H. f.d, Jlld r.ddin.,
:-'·brcion', Jlltilh.,., Jlld Pr"".as monoth6sm, E"ffi from \.alffitiniJll', who .,,-. foolish ffiOUgh 10 think thaI all
oth..- Chri,tiJll' .,,-. foolish, h. lah, imponJllI dffilffil' of trinilariJll thwlogy,

Our ltmiI.d conqu"1 of conc"prual p.,,-ochialism will d"pffid on th. rJllg. ofour pr.judgffilffil', a r.'pecl for
th. Inl Jlld th. 'lamina offriffid" B.yond La Trob. L·M'..-,ity Jlld :-'-Idboum., I am graldUllo con.agu., in
Cambridg. Jlld Tiibingffi, Lin., Pari" Slra,bourg, L6dffi Jlld PJlnplona, who han a,hd dilf"-ffil qu.,tion"
E,p.cial thank, .,,-. du. 10 tho,. who r.ad Jlld criticiz.d th. pffiultimal. draft: Lui,. AbrJlnowski, :-'·lichd
Spannrnl Jlld Alb..-r \ 'iciJll(), ),·lichd Spannrnl ha" in hi, boob Jlld J:fIicb, k"p1 th. Sloic influffiC. bd'or.
patri,tic ,chobr, 0""- th.la'l forty y• .,,-', Andr.w L.-noX-Con}llgham Jlld Da,1d Rankin han hdp.d al mJllY
poinl" :-'-I.,,-gOl Hyslop, ,ffiior rd'..-ffic. librariJll al La Trob. L'M'..-sit}', ha, found mJllY boob Jlld J:fIicb,
Ruth Parr of CJlnbridg. L·M'..-sit}' Pr." ha, guid.d th. mJlluscripl through th. proc." ofpublication with
und,,-'IJllding Jlld inldligffic" Onc. again, I am ind.bl.d 10 th. AlnJlld..- "on Humboldt Sti:ftu:ng for th.
gffi"-O,ity which broughl m. back 10 Tiibingffi,

?\0 IrJllslation CJll do ju,tic. 10 T.milliJll" ,pl.ndid Latin, \\1lil. I han Oftffi con,ult.d th. IrJllslation, li'l.d in
th. btbliography, I han r.,,-dy ldt thffil intacl Jlld han n."..- b.ffi finally ,atisfi.d, Thi, gffi..-al
acknowl.dgffilffil npr.".' a gffi..-al d.bl; my ,pecial appr.ciation i, nlffid.d 10 E"Jlls, . idv"r,lt.S
.\!arc,'on"m which I han fr.quffitly fonmnd with minor alt..-ation"

Sinc. it i, fony y• .,,-' from th. "PP."'-JllC., al Cambridg., ofmy fir'l book on "Cond-Cffilllf}' Chri,tiJll
thoughl, it i, my pmil.g. 10 thank Hffif}' Cham,-ick Jlld 10 rffilffilb..- with d."p gratitud. A. Boyc. Gib,on Jlld
\\'illiam Tdf..-, who fir'l ,.1 my fallibl. f• .-r on th. way of nploration,
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Chapter 1-
Simplicity and Perfection

"\.e olso are religious ""d our religion;s simpl', objeCled the Rom"" p.-oconsullo the m:l:rt}T Sp..-arus, al his
mol near Carthage on 17 July 180. 'lfyou wililislffi calmly', r"plied Sp..-arus, 'I shall len you the mysl"')' of

simplicity. '1 T..-rulIi"" was nol the only Afric"" who Iihd paradox.' Sp..-arus daims simplicity fOf Christi""s
rath..- th"" pag""s. He counl..-s the accusation thaI Christi""s are secrel ""d siniSl..-, by ass..-ti:ng thaI their
secrel;s simplicity. He draws on the ?\ew Teslamffil accounl of the mysl"')' of saJ,'ation. The \,,-it..- 10 the

Ephesi""s had beffi concerned 10 len the nations of the unsearchable riches of Chrisl ""d 10 bring 10 Iighl 'the
economy of the mysl"')' which has beffi hiddffi from all ages in the God who crealed all things' (Eph. 3.9). The

church dedares 10 hea"en!}' pow..-s the manifold (TTOAV TToiK1AOC;) wisdom of God (Eph. 3.10), which

;s the w,-ine mysl"')'. The ffid of saJ,'ation, the \1sion of Chrisl ""d the church p.-esffil a greal mysl"')' (Eph.
5.32).

T..-rulIi",,' s IuSl fOf simplicity, supponed by superlam'es, p..-siS1S throughout his wo.-k ""d is a good place 10
begin a srudy ofhis thought. A fine exposition, which begins 'T..-rulIiffi d':concem', goes on 10 insisl thaI

T..-rulIi"" look a simple ""d 10lol choice whffi

I Sp,mtu' 'p',",' ;" rtplY to th, procomul" doirn, 'It no, rtligio'i ,umus " 'implex "t nostro rtligio' Sp,mtu'
SOH, 'Si tr""quill" pratbutri' .ur" tu", <lico mnttrium ,implicit.ti,' Pa:;,io ,;an"oru", 5, illi'~norw", if S...l,,~
.\f~rlyru"" ,d. H. :'!usurillo, T/;~ am of'h' CrJi,;'ian ",arly" «(WOld, 1912l, S5

, lli, ttmt i, commonlY u"d of T,rtulli"";,, th, "m, of .ppot,nt contr.<liction (Cicero: '.dmirabili. contr.qu'
opiniomm omnium' (P~radna S,ai,oru"" Ill, roth" th"";,, th, mort complex logical "m, (Z,no, Russ'll). S.. 1. ,.""
H'Hnroot, logical Pot.do,,,, ;" P. I<lo.>·otd, ('d.). En,ydop<di~ofPhilocopny "01. ,. p:,w Yotk 1957). '1-11. Th, ....·0
"m" will ,om,tim" o,",'_lap



h. b.c.m•• Christi"" ""d th.1 his compl.xily com.s from his .Jrli..- im.n.cnd form.tion; wh.th..-. slUdyof
his thoUghl b.gins from 6th..- simphcity Of compl.xil}', it will discov..- • profound unity,)

A m"" ofhffi ""d 'iolffil disposition (aeri, N veh"menli, ingenii),' much of T..-rulli",,' s ji,'dy IJIk ;s
conc..-n.d with clarifying whal oth..-s h.n confus.d, Lil:. P.ul, h. r.rr..-.I.s th.1 h. w""ls 10 know nothing but
Chrisl crucifi.d, Chrislr.".Jl.d himsdf, nol as a tr.dition, but as IruIh (v,rg, 1.1), Truth;s simpl. (ap, 23,7f.),
but philosoph..-s h.n miud with it th.;,- own opinions (ap, ~7.4) ""d sunk 10 a p='..-sity (.Ilan, 5,19,8)
which lonur.s IruIh (und. ;SIJ lormffilJ cruciJnd•• simphcit.tis .1 SUSj>ffidffid•• v..-it.tis'" an, 18,7), Th. soul
l.stili.S in its simphcity (1e,I, 1.6) ""d its .,id.nc.;s simpl. ""d w,-in. (1e,I, 5,1), Truth l••ds 10 b••UI}' so
fffilJl. dr." should b. marhd by simphcity (cull, 1.2.4 .1 passim), \\nffi \.Jlffitini""S .ccus. Ofdtnary
Christi""s of simphcity, h. r"ph.s 'Jithough simpl., \n n.,'ffih.bs know .,'..-ything' (/Ial. 3,5) H. writ.s
(re" 2,11) 10 Strffigthffi th. fJilh of simpl. b.h."..-s, ffilj>lo}-ing his rh'lOricJl ski1l on th.;,- b.hJlf .gJinsl
h..-.-tics(re"5,1),

The Simple Be2-inninl:

Th. w,-in••conomy of sJ!".tion;s rdl.C1.d in Christi"" bJPtism, which poinls 10 POSI ""d furor., Lif. b.gins .1
bJPtism; h..-. T..-rulli"" shows his y.arning fOf whal;s simpl., in 'th. S.CfJlnffil ofour Christi"" w.I..-, which
wash.s .way th. sins ofour originJl blindn." ""d fr••s us fOf .-I..-nJlIif. (lJapl, 1,1), Y.-I simphcity n."..
dispbc.s r••son, Thos. who do nol ""arnin. th. r••sons bdlind simpl. bJPtism, ""d who sl.y with ""
un""arnin.d fJilh, ar. ,-uln..-.bl. through th.-ir ;gnOf""C' (,IJ,d) Th. "Tong kind of simphcity n••ds inslruction,
guid""c. ""d prOl.ction (re" 2,11)'

) "Thi, unin' k" b.hind the p"udol'"udo,,, ""d p"udo-<ontwlictions' J-C. Fftdouill. Tmullim"!a
wm,."ion d. !a <U!Wr< antiquo (pui' 1912), '81

'I"om•. \'ir iIl11::1.1)

, In thi, b"d "nR the ~.,,'" port ofth. f",thful u. 'imp!i'" (~~ dinrim imprud.~w;., idiM~~)who, h"'ing mond
from m""" god, to om God, ponic "t the .xpo'ition ofth. trinin' (Pr=. J.l). Th. ,om. p.opl. u. unct"";" "bout the
,'.Ju. of mutndom, find th.;, doubt> exploited bY Gno,tic, (,wrp 1.1), ""d c=o' "","'" obj.ctions "~.,;",, the
m"dn." ofchingfotGod(,wrp. U)



Tertulli"" r.j.CIS th. n""·.-ro' of thos. who w""l a proof-I""I which forbids th.;,- allffid""c. al th. gam.s (,p"a.
3.1) and th. a:rI1.ss h..-.sy which aho~sh.s all discipm. (prae,cr. -11.3).

A h..-.-tical ,ip.r' has rum.d m""y away from baptism, through thaI COllllllOfl p",,·..-sil}' which r.j.crs ",,}"lhing
simpl•. '?\othing, absolurdy nothing, hardffis hum"" minds as much as th. ob'1ous simp~cil}' ofwhal God do.s,
""d th. contrasting gr.am.ss ofwhal h. th..-.by achi.,·.s. Th. unadom.d faCl, thaI with such radical simp~cil}',

without pomp, without ""y sp.cial pr"paration, ""d ind••d, al no cosl, a m"" is low..-.d inlo wal..-, is ~d,
whi!. a f.w words ar. spokffi, and thffi =..-g.s, nol much (if al all) cl.""..-, mak.s it all th. mo.-. incr.dibl.
thaI h. gains .-r..-nallif. in this way' (hapt. 2.1). In striking contrasl, idol worship us.s .,...-y possibl.
=broid"')' of ritual ""d .,."'), additional ""PffiS'.

Fussy, "y.-rch.d incr.du1iI}' dffii.s God's primary prop..-ti.s of simp~cil}' ""d pow..-, which should b. r.c.;.,·.d
with wond..- ""d faith. God is found by th. simpl. in h.arI (prae,cr. 7.10) and h. "PP"ar.d 10 E~jah op.-rJly
""d simply (apertu.l N ,imp/<!X, pat. 15.6). God is 100 simpl. 10 han worhd a Doc.-tisl d.c"ption (cam.
5.10). Forth. unb.~.,·..-, th..-. is nothing in such plain acrs as baptism ""d th. pr.-rffid.d df.crs ar. impossibl.
which illustral.s how God us.s foo~sh things 10 confound worldly wisdom ""d do.s .asily whal mffi find mosl
difficult.

Th. subrl.-ry of God' s simp~cil}' is Itnhd with his wisdom ""d pow..-, which d.m·. stimulus from th6r opposil.s
offolly and impossibility, 'sinc• .,."'), ,irtu. r.c';"·.s its caus. from thos. things by which it is pro'·ohd' (hapt.
2.3). So sri. b.com.s a s.cond th=. of Tertulli",,' s thoughl. - H. links it with Paulin. paradox, ""d it is
fundamffilallo th. Sloicism which loohd back 10 H..-aclirus whom Justin saw as a Christi"" bd'or. Chrisl.
Simp~cil}' ""d w.akn.ss bdong 10 God as his Olllllipolffil r.j.ction of .ar!hI}' pow..- ""d wisdom. Christi""s
who folk>w this @-in. simp~cil}' ar. 1iIII. fish.s (hapt. 1.3) who cannol ji,.• aparl from th. wal..- ofbaptism.
H..-. th6r faith is contracl.d 10 th. on. word

, Th, Cainitt h""," which honour,d Coin beeous< h, ,,,i"'d th, "il God ofth, Old T'''''''''nt. T,rtu11i",,', moh,
pr,f" dn· pI""

s .. <li,cu"ion of poudox;" ch. J ""d of oppo'itt, ;" ch.•



ix6vt; ,,-~'eh ""d' h- 'ITlO"00<; XpIOTOr; eEOU vier; crWTnpJ~L >~, , v, . I (Jesus Christ, son of God,

Repetition und..-ltn.s simplicity Jlld T..-rull:i"" employs it 10 reinfOln his claims. :-'-10.-' th"" this, his key wo.-ds
(goodness, reason Jlld disciplin.) Itnk togeth..- di\-..-s. things which "'. d..,.;..-.d from on. simple @"'eorigin.
Goodn.ss explains ""M)' part ofth. cream-. aci (.\!arc. 2A.5). Reason;s founded in God who;s ..,-..- rationJ!,
Jlld jXo,1d.s grounds fOf Ternilli",,' S ""M)' ...-gum..,,1 (includtng his p...-adous) Jlld fOf his COlIsl",,! attacks IIpOfI

his opponents (paen. 1). Rar,o ;s his fa"ouril. wo.-d. Discipline go,-.,.", J!I d.tails of conduct. The COlIsl",,!

rdl-Jin of th.s. themes pro"d.s unity in his writing.

Christi""s "'. plain people b.caus. they 3ceepl the world as God's creation. This means thai they do nol run off
imo seclusion, but a.-.Ii'" oth.,-,; they .al, dr.s>, bath., wo.-k, trad., soil, fight, farm Jlld practis. a croft. They
do nO! obs ...,... the common religious riles; but they",. no bs humJll Of reasonable fOf thai (ap. ~2A). Their

simpl. a."s ar. malch.d in mod.s!}' by simpl. dr." (cull. 2.13.3). Th"}' fonow th. ".w T.slaln..l1 a.sth.-tic of
'purring {)fI' Chrisl.

Simphcily, in T..-ru1Iian, som.-tim.s ""acls ils pric. and alf.CIS his argumffil'. Th. suddffi ffiUllciation of God's
naln. is, fOf moSl, nol th. I.stimony of a soul which is narunilly Christian, bill th. I.stimony of a soul which is nol
,."')' Christian. Th. "PP"allo Iin.s of "';scopal succ.ssion is C{)fltro,'..-sial rath..- than an ffid 10 c{)fltro,-..-sy
and, in any cas., T..-ru1Iian always wanls 10 ob"}' C{)flSCiffiC. rath..- than bishop. In his cas. th. Iwo rar.!y
agr••; Abo,.. all, T..-ru1Iian S.ffilS 10 fail in his accoUllI of@"'. justic. and 10,-•. In his r.j.ction of ),-Iarcion, h.
claims thaI only r...-ibuu..,. justic. can discourag. sin. D

Th.s. man..-s will b. d.a1I with again hl..-. Th. poinls 10 nOl. al this slag. ar. thr••. Firsl, w. musl ""p"CI thaI
a passion fOf simphcily mighl induc• ..-fors. Thffilogy,lih philosophy, is a

, 1o thi, fomtula ,.-, ,hall mum;" th, "cond part ofthi, chap'"

; Charl" :'!uni", h tradition apostoliqu' ch" I ,rtullim ;" Collecttd ,tucli" ,,,its CSH L Autorit' 'piscopal' "
'ollicitud, pastoral" I 'ann., Ganoniqu., JJ (pari" 191~), 111-92 (192)

D S.. btlo"- ch. 1. D"pitt initial 'irnplici'" I ,rtulli"" d,,·tlop' • complex ugum,nt h",



complex man..- and those who cUI com..-s sulf..- accidents,ll Second, those who ru:m "",,-y com..- arm'e
nowh..-e, Debale dilf..-s from a:rgumffil, The Ofalo.- who sil..,ces his oppon..,1 ra:rdy uses adequale a:rgum"'I,

Againsl the plea fo.- fea:r as an e"ffitial del..-r..,1 againsl sin, :-'-Ia:rcion simply shook his head and said 'Absir'; he
was silffil bUl nor con,inced, Third, thwlogians and oth..- expollffilS of rational a:rgumffil commonly make a
few bad mislakes, By fa:r the besl ex",nple is Augustine, who dominaled a culru:re fo.- a thousand yea:rs, and
whose a:rgum..,1 fo.- the liquidation of schismatics through the s.,.'..-iI}' oflo,'." is only malched, fo.
uncon,incing ba:rbarity, by his accounls ofpredestination and original sin, These three dang..-s make an
exploration of T..-rulIian's a:rgumffilS obligalOl)',

T..-rulIian's dcf..,ce of simplicity will always han a I\'-;Sl ofpa:radox, and qualifications of fundamffilal fo.-c.,
Th..-e a:re his own deep ConfliCIS, How complicaled was he~ One wm..-" produced a book 10 probe the
disord..- ofhis p..-sonalily, anoth..- composed a large lome 10 show the p.,-,'..-sity ofhis ethics," :-'-Iany han
fonowed the ,'..-dicl thaI he is a troubled fideisl,"

:-'-Io.-e disconcerting is the praise ofhis admir..-s, E,-.., a sob..- scholar could "Til. 'Roman restrainl, legal darity
and miliIa:ry discipline w..-e transmUled inlo an inlenecrual and moral fo.-ce in the a:rdent, aspiring mind and heart
of T..-rulIian, 'lO Enthusiasm gallops away with anoth..-

.\rd,n' in "mpWllmn', ,ndow,d with on in"llig,n" os subtl, ond originol os i, wos .ggr'ss;", ond .ud.ciom h,
.dd,d '0 his n.""ol gifts.

11 Guh",d Ib,ling oft,n ,,' ou' his 1"""" in numbmd chap'''' "ctions, p"'.graphs ond ,,',n propositions
\\l"n h, on" com, '0 chap'" " "ction " p"'.graph 1, proposition 2, h, p.u"d ond soid with. smil,
'Intschul<lig,n Si" bin" ''''!l!1 ich 011" ru ,infach mach,'-

" On th~ Epi":. ofJohn, l.S. S" my Ethi,aI pall"'''' in .ariy Cr.ri"i~n thought (Combridg' 1916), l1'i---S 1

" B. :-:ist"', Tmullia>l, c,im hrconli,hk<it urJ c.in S,hidcsalQ-!Unstt< 1910)

" C. Ramb."" Tmullimf~"a:L< ",ora:.c d.c troi, pro"'i"c ciihI" (poris 191~)

" S" following chap'''' fOf <lisrussion of A. lobh",d, I ,rtulli,n ,,1. philosophi, ou 1. rochmh, d\uu 'position p",,'
.lfN, J (1910), 11'i---SO



profound ,ru<lition, which f"" from imp,<ling only ~.,., wtight to th, mo",m,nt> of hi, 01", ""d fobust mind
H"".",d from without, th, .>.fric"" Church w., 01'0 tom from wim;" h "" "cumul.tion of ",,1,; 'post.,i"
h""i", ""d "hi,m, .bound,d. Up through th, confu,ion wm thrust T,rtulli",,', migh'" ,houldm "sting oifth,
,nomi" ofth, Go'ptl on ,,'m' ,id,. H, w., not form,d for d,f,mi,', wOff""l-

It is re",enable thaI some scholars wam 10 award prizes rath..- than 10 und,,-sland whal is aliffi 10 them.

A rec.,l1 and restrained assessmffil, which louches lightly Of! the ideas of T..rulIian in f",'our ofhis hislOfy and
his liI..-ary achi",'emffil, calls him a 'Christian Sophisl' -" This is hdpful, but uncomfonably ambiguous, since

T..rulIian Spffil much time anacking and r"pudiating whal is commonly regarded as sophistry.

How compl." is T..rulIian~ Th..-e is no lack of intricale argutllffil, how..,',,- fOfcdUll}' it may be presffiled;

worse still, in the inl..-eSlS of simplicity and speed, SI"pS are Oftffi omitted and details which han appeared
earli..- are nol r..,..,aled. \\-e mighl call this 'T ..rulIian's Trick'; because Oftffi, whffi \n think \n han found a

fallacy and caughl him out, we find thaI he has answ..-ed our objection dsewh..-e. A good oralOf does nol
r"peal detail. For his inlerpret..-S loday, this should be less of a difficully aft..- fifty years ofphilosophical
analysis; but some still look fOf syslems and the fun of decOf!s!ructing them. )'-Iany manage 10 ignore thelrulh
thaI conclusions are ambiguous without the argutllffil which leads 10 them. In ord..-Io und,,-sland an author \n

must rememb..- the cards he has already played.

To a remarkable "'Iffil, T..rulIian respecled COf!"ffitionai rhetorical forms which made his work more
accesSIble 10 his conlemporaries." T..rulIian faced a compl." siruation, wh..-e the culture ofGreece and Rome,
the religion ofIsrad and the new faith in Jesus came logeth..- in a mixlllfe of ConfliCI and a",eemffil. Each
Componffil had inlernal w.'..-sity within which T..rulIian had 10 choose. A critical eclecticism was characl..-istic

of all parties. The importance of T..rulIian fOf cultural hislOf)' is immffise, and

,- B. B. W ufitld, Swdi" in Tmullian arJ .lug""'in~«(),£ord, 19iO), if

" T. D. Bom", Tmullia>f, .l hi"ori,al arJ literary' oWd)' 2nd ,<In «(),£ord 1981), 211-il

" S.. R. D. Sidtf, .lr., ionl rhetoric arJ I};~ an ofTmullian «(),£ord, 19J I), ""d th, wOO; of C. :'!unit<, 1.-C. Iftdouill,
""d H. Stein" who "" thi, ,'oIu.bl, "',. of ,ru<h' ., ""ohl mchOpft'



h. may rightly b. call.d th. 'firsl thwlogian ofth. \\-.sl', p.-o,id.d this do.s nolltmil his influ..,c. 10 th. \\-.SI Of

obscur. his mas';", d.bllo Ir..,arns.'o Justin had anticipal.d him, by his mon 10 Rom., and it;s r=arkabl.
how much had b• .., achi.nd. But Justin still writ.s in Gr••k and his id.as ar. difficull b.caus. und.,·.lop.d.
His inl"-.SI;S thaI of an originalor whos. id.as ar. I"".., up and d.,·.lop.d by oth.,-s who add, all.,- and
di\'.,-g•. As a r.sull, his own m.aning;s fr.qu..,!l}' uncmain.

T..-rullian's achi,,'=..,nns not m.,-dy cultural and linguistic, but abon all inl.n.crual. For, 'd.spil. his Ob,1oUS
originalily, h. displays thos. characl..-istics which ar. 10 b. found throughout Latin Christianity' a r.alism which
knows nothing of th. Plalonisl d,,'aluatioo ofmall.,-; a subj.cm-ily, which ~·.s special p.-omin..,c. 10 inn.,
""p..-i..,c.; and a pessimism which lays mar. slr.ss on th. ""p..-i..,c. of sin than onlransfiguratioo'-"

T..-rullian b.li.,·.d in chang•. Plalo gan plac. 10 H.,-ac!irus and th. Sloics. Th. way up;s th. way dO\",. All
things chang. and all things r..,.w th=sd,'.s. 1\othing ..,ds ""C"pIIO b.gin again (re•. 12). \\1li1. Cl=..,I, for
all his d.lighl in H.,-ac!irus, Ioohd b.yond th. world ofmal..-ial things 10 Plalo's inl.n.crual r.aliti.s (.(rom.
6.1), T..-rullian saw r.aliI}' in fl.sh and mall.,-, and found IruIh in an un..,ding s..-i.s ofparadous.

H. b.gan as an apologisl and apolog.-tic displays th. conting..,cy of thwlogy and philosophy." It b.gins from a
faith 10 which obj.ctioos ar. mad. by oppon..,IS Of ""peri..,c.s of"iddy <!i\',,-s, kinds. Faith's d.f..,d.,- must
answ.,- th. s,,'.,-al obj.ctioos ofA. B, C and D, with groups of argum..,ls. Againsl A h. must p.-on all{,

againsl B h. must p.-on aoe~, againsl C h. must p.-on fTl8 and againsl D h. must p.-on IKAIJ . 1\OW in al

l.asl som. inslanc.s, a will ConfliCI with i., '{ with K, ~ with 8, and so on. Romans wrill nollik. his high.,
loyally 10 Chrisl, radical Christians will nollik. his political conformism, som. will find him 100 indulg"'l and
oth.,-s will find him 100 asc.tic; 6th.,- th." will not danc. wh.., th." h.ar

'0 :-':0" th, met»",,- quolificotion of G. 1. Pr"tig'. Gad in pa"'i"i' thought (london 19j~). 91: 'H, wos ,'m' fOf
md..d, from b,mg mml,- th, father ofhtin th,olog'-' F.i, ultima" inl1u,net on (ir..k th,ologicol ,peculation wos
probabh' ,.,,,. comid,robl,'

" 1. Doniilou. latin Chri"iani'y "l

" S.. D.•'JIm :'!o';"". rotionol" ""d rtligiom b,li,r, .lPQ. j (l96~). llllf. fO'I a m,ful aceount ofth, logic of
objection ""d rtbuttol



th. pip.s Of th." will nollJlllffil with thos. who mourn. \\nffi th. Baptisl n6lh..- .als llOf drinks, h. is d.-monic
and whffi J.sus .als and drinks h. is a glutton and a ,,-in.bibb..- Q.htt. 11.16-19).

How.",,- consislffil th. position of th. apologisl is, it will nol "PP"ar consislffil until th..-. has b.ffi cardUl
analysis and thffi it may look 100 compl"".

Th,y h, ;" countrit> ofth,ir own, bu' ,implY" ,ojourn",; th,y ,hm th, lii, of citiuns th,y ,n<lur, th, 10' of
fOf,i~.",,,; ".,,,. fOf,i~ l""d i, '0 th,m a fath,d""d, ""d ".,,,. fath,d""d a fOf,i~ l""d. Th,y muty li\;t th, "" of
th, wodd. Th,y t<ttd children. bu' th,y do no' co" th,ir off,pring adrift. Th,y , .. 'og,th« bu' do no' ,lttp
'og,th«. Th,y n,";" th, nt>h bu' th,y h, no' oft« th, nt>h. Th,y 'p,nd th,ir n,"'ne, upon ,MIh bu' th,ir
citiz,nship i, ;" h,,,',n. Th,y ob,y th, ,"abli,h,d law" ""d;" th,ir own ht> th,y ''''Pa" th, law, Th, l,w,

wu a~.m." th,m ., &i,ns, ""d th, Grtth p""rutt th,m."

To m• .-t apparffil inConsistffiCi." iiI-:. T.nullian's dffiigration and ""altation ofmarriag. and philosophy,
apolog.-tic n••ds linking argutllffil (fOf which it may nO! han ffiOUgh tim.) as ,nn as a f.w gffi..-al conc"p1S
(.conomy of saJ,'ation, logos) which mainlain a scatt..-.d Pf.,ffiC•." T.null:ian gOl'S furth..-, so thaI th.,.
conc"p1S =bmc. fundJlllffilal qu.,tions of thrology. Th. r=arbbl. thing is thaI, fOf all his nh=ffic., his
id.as do hold log.th..-. H. had a d."p, abiding conc.,.". As a Sloic, h. b.gan with an unddin.d consciousn.,s
of God." As a Christian, h. fill.d thaI conc"p1 with th. gospd, th. stOf)' of saJ,'ation which ran from cr.ation 10
apocalYJ>S'. Th. gold.n tlllud which runs through his thoughl is th. r.capitulation of all things in Christ.

Apolog.tic Pf.,ffilS an ""If=. ca,. of th. Iffisions fac.d by all philosophy and thrology. Today, thrologians
ar. r.luclanllo distinguish historical from syst=atic thrology b.cau,. "'M)' thrology is marl-:.d by its historical
situation and sp.cific qu.,tions. This mon is mirrOf.d in a wid..- r.action against th. SCiffi!ifiC

".ldDiognetw", 1
,

. A "cen' wIiw coli, thi, 'pol,mical Chri,ti.,,;,,' (.'1..1. Gum" Pol,mical Chri,ti.";,,, Tmulli",,', stuch fOf cen.m.",
Th. S.corJ Cmwry' (1m), I~S). H, points ou' th.. T,nulli"" draw, on fi", \;ind, of suppon fOf hi, po,ition (,criptur,
".,on. mOfal ncell,nce ,piritual w,tn,,, ""d ",adition) ""d th.. h, Ust, diifmn' combinations wh,n h, anoch
diifmn' ,,,,mit>

" In mod,m jugon, 'a God.,hap,d blanl.'



posjri,;ism which was th.last g.snn ofEnlightffilll.m "';mmology. In a wid.-ranging r.,i.w ofth. human
sc;..,c.s, \n find 0lI. C<>mmOlI f.arur.: 'a willingn." 10 .-mphasis. th. local and COlIting..,t, a d.sir. 10 und..-ltn.
th. ""t..,tlo which our own COlIC..,tS and anirud.s han b• .., sh"P.d by particubr hislorical circumstanc.s, and
a COlHSpondtngly strOllg disli'" - amounting almost 10 hatr.d in th. cas. of \\·ittg..,st.in - of all o\"..-...-ching
th.ori.s and singul...- sch.",.s of ""planatiOll'." An apologist, Ii... T..-rullian, ;s mer. likdy 10 b. und,,-slood in
such an int.n.crual climat•. Fo.- \n han alIl.anll that within th. most c...-dUll}' ...-gu.d and tidy 'yst."" th..-•
...-. polariti.s and cOlItradictions which cannOi b. igno.-.d. \\nat Godd shmnd for math.",atics (that th..-. ;s no
sdf-sullic;..,t, cOlIsist..,t autonomy) s• .",s tru. of all rational syst.",s.

\\nat did T..-rullian \\1-it.~ His many "Titings show th. rang. ofhis apolog.-tic.o- In 197, h. nhorts th. marl}Ts
(man), confronting th. major chall..,g. 10 faith which was th. sulf..-ing of God's faithful peopl. and d.f..,dtng
th. faith b.for. a p..-s.cuting stal. (nal" ap) Bmn.., 198 and 206, h• ...-gu.s that faith is narural (1e.1.), h.
confronts th. J.wish attack (Jud.) - th. gospd had com. 10 Carthag. through J.wish Christians. Th. thr.at of
h..-.sy ;s m.-t with a g..,..-al r.spons. and a slat.",..,t of th••"..,tial rul. of Christian faith (prae.cr) On.
\nn-...-gu.d alt.",au..", th. dualism of H..-mog..,.s (Herm..);s diss.et.d, analys.d and rdUt.d. Th. pubhc
b.ha,iour of Christians ;s rigorously dir.ct.d away from att..,danc. at gam.s (,peel.), fr.qu..,cy ofmamag.
(=.) and fin. clothing (cull) Pray..- (or.) and b"Ptism (hapl.) ""plain matt..-s of d."otion and worship.
Pati..,c. (pal.);s a pm'at. \irtu. whi!. penit..,c. (paen.) has both pm'at. and pubhc COllS'qu"'C.S.

During his middl. p..-iod (207-8) wh.., signs of :--'-Iontanist" influ..,c. b.gin 10 "PP""'-, substantial works ...-.
dir.ct.d against h..-.-tical dualism. Th. work. iga'n.<1 .\!arc,·on (.\!arc.r'< mns its pr.s.m form 10 this p..-iod,
but builds 0lI • ...-li..- work. \.al..,tinians ...-. attachd both in th. short work which b• ...-s th.ir nam.

,- On the chronolo~'of I.rtullian', ,.-o,h, I accep' the ugum.nt md condmiom ofR. Bm"" Deu:: Cr.r;";anorum
l5J-JJ

"s.. btlo,.- ch. 10

'" S.. btlo,.- ch.l



(Val.) Jlld in th. Jllti-doc.uc wo.-ks which dd'ffid th. fbh (cam., re;) Chastity (CG.lI.) Jlld mod.st dr."
(virg.) COlltinU' th. asc.uc strain of .-!hics whil. th. hostility of th. stat. to ChristiJllS ;s furth..- cOllsid..-.d (cor"
;corp.) Jlld a particular opp<."o.-;s challffig.d (Soap) Idolatry;s cOlld=.d as fals. Jlld th. sou,n of all
.,il (,dol.) Jlld th. nann ofth. soul is namin.d (an)

During th. final p..-iod of his \uiting (213-22), TmulliJll ;s plainly at odds with cathok 'psychic' (unspiritual)"

ChristiJllity. RigOfOUS .-!hical dffilJllds ar. nJX.ss.d in th. r.j.ction of flight during p"-S'CutiOll (jug.) Jlld
rffilarriag. (mon.), Jlld th. commffidation offasting ("".) Jlld mod.st}, (Pud) His attack 011 Prax.as dd'ffids
th. distinction ofP..-SOllS within th. trinity Jlld th. distinction of substJllc,s within th. incamat. Christ (Prax)
Y.-r th. chains of s.cular culnn main th.ir subo.-dinat. plac. bdow th. 'b.tt..- philosophy' (pall)

TmulliJll'S011. Cffitral id.a (th••COllomy of s""'ation perf.ct.d in Christ) runs from his apologN,'cum to th.
bm..- philosophy (pall.) Jlld his thwlogy of trinity Jlld incamatiOll (Prax) This JXo,1d.s intffilal unity to his
thought, within all complnity. It;s th. COllStJllt factOf. ),-!Olltanism ;s th. r.sull, not th. caus., of TmulliJll' s

COllC..-n fOf th. p..-f.ction of th. di--in. 'Conollly.

TmulliJll has n,-o nt..-nal cOlltrols 011 th. complniti.s of JPOlog.tic Jlld thwlogy bf.,lt}, Jlld paradox. Br.,lt}'
had b.ffi daim.d as a ChristiJll ,irtu. from th. b.ginning (l Tim. L3f) Justin (l apol. H) took th. bf.,lt}, of

Christ's sa}-ings as JXoofh. was not a sophist, Jlld Irffiarns cOlltrast.d th. sholl wo.-d of th. gospd with th.
long-,,-ind.d law. Sntus (;enl. ·nO) Itnhd bf.,lt}, with th. knowl.dg. of God. FOf TmulliJll, truth Jlld bf.,lt},
(.Ilan:. 2.28.3), c..-taint}' Jlld bf.,lt}, (an. 2.7) go tog.th..-. Th. Lo.-d's Pray..-;s a compffidium ofth. whol.

gospd (or. 9.1). COllC;Sffi." ;s a wdcom. n.c.ssit)'; JXolixity;s a bo.-. (virg. ~A). On this thffil. scriptur.,
,sp"ciall}' th. \\';sdom lit..-atur., Jlld Stoic tradition coincid.d31 \\'. han ahady not.d som. r.asOllS fOf
bf.,lt},. As Jll o.-ato.- Jlld a JX.ach..-, TmulliJllI.ans a lot out, so that h. will not los. his

" Th, Wm i, uhn from P.ul (I COf. 2.ll; Il.'>---{;) "-h,,, \jN)(\l<0:; i, ,ontr.",d with TTIlEV~=\l<6:;

)l J-C. Fftdouilk Tmullim ., la wm'",'ion do la Gulwr< antiquo, ii, nott, Z,no (D.l J.l~), Ci,,,o, S,n". (op. is),
hcitu, and :'l"",us .'\.IIf'liu, (",d. <.1 I)



r.~.ll

audience. As a Sloic and a fonower of Paul, h. accepls paradox as a common m.ans ofo.-d...-ing 1ruIh. Ind••d
ther. is a primal paradox. 'Truth and hatred oflrulh com. imo our world log.-ther. As SOOfl as IruIh app.ars, it
is th. enemy' (ap. 7.3).

\\-. r.-rum 10 his simplicity. TertulIian was himsdf, nol a Christian Cicero. Sen.ca is often on. ofus (,a~p"

nO'I~r); \n ar. n",,'er his. A Christian builds his faith on his own foundation, nol thaI of another (an. 26.1).
Chrisl was nol mislaken when h. solemnly enlrusl.d th. proclamation ofhis gospd 10 simpl. fishermen irlSl.ad
of skilfu1 sophisls (an. 3.3). As his fonower, TertulIian r.jaic.s in th. mer. nam. of Christian and th. m.ssag. of
th. lin1. fish.s: 'J.sus Chrisl, son of God, sa'iour'. A simpl. criterion gon1llS th. Christian's logic. Confrom.d
by nuberanc. ofwo.-ds and id.as, h. appli.s a constant criterion of1ruIh. In contrasl, :-'-Iarcion Ions
uncertainly, and prd'ers it 10 th. certainly of th. mi. offaith. Xow if10 your pl.a, which itsdf remains uncertain,
ther. b. appli.d further proofs dem·.d from uncertainti.s, \n shall b. caughl up in such a chain of qu.stions,
which dep.nd on our discussion of th.s••qually uncertain proofs and whos. uncertainly will endanger faith, so
thaI \n shall slid. inlo thos. insolubl. qu.stions which th. apostl. disli"" (.llan.I.9.7). In opposition
TertulIian insisls 'I shall therd'or. insisl, with compl.l. confidenc. thaI h. is no God who is loday uncertain,
b.caus. until now h. has b.en unknown; becaus. as SOOfl as it is agr••d thaI God .xisls, from this very facl it
folk>ws thaI h. n",,'er has b.en ullknO\m, and therd'or. n",,'er uncertain' (.Ilan. 1.9.10).

Di,'ine L-nici~-J'

Th. firsl qu.stion of .arl}' Christian thwlogy was: is ther. on. God, good and Iru., who is cr.alo.- of this world
of sin and ..,.iP For TertulIian, God's O\m simpl. unity is ultimale. 'God is nol God ifh. b. nol on. (.Ilan.
1.3.1). H. holds th. UlJi,'ers. in his hand Ii... a bird's n.sl. H.ann is his thron. and .arth is his foolSlool (.Ilan.
2.25.2). How",,'er, b.caus. h. is found through faith in J.sus, h. does nol conform 10 ultimal. ?\eopblonic
simplicity. \\-. shall s••

" Thi, word, popul"" ",,",ong F"nch th.ologi."" i, u"ful to .xpt", T.rtulli",,', d";'" 'oncoming tho uni,,· ""d
uniqu.n", of God



thaI, fOf T..-rull:ian as fOf oth..- second-celllury theologians, the way 10 one God is through the son and the
spirit,))

:-"brcion is equally con'-mced about God's unictt}', which he places abon the duality of creation and
redemption, and claims: 'One single wOfk is sufficienl fOf our god; he has lib..-aled man by his sup.-eme and
mosl excenenl goodness, which is of greal..- "alue than all deslrucu.,'e insecls' (.lfan, 1,17,1)," But :-'-I...-cion,

says T..-rull:ian, is a greal muddl..- and his high..- god has p.-oduced nothing which mighl ~'e ground fOf
beli.,-mg in his exislence, How can he be sup..-io.- when he can show no wOfk 10 comp...-e with, fOf example,
the human being p.-oduced by the inf..-io.- god~ The question 'does this god exist''' is answ..-ed from whal he has
done and the question 'whal is this god like'" is delermined by the quality ofhis WOfl. )'-I...-cion's Ullcreau.,'e god

does nol pass the firsllesl, so the second does nol JPPly,

In the alleged inl..-esls ofunity, :-'-I...-cion multiplies, He may begin from 1\'-0 gods, but he finishes with many
mo.-e and his accounl is f...- from simple,

So ,-ou hoy. that sub"""c" of d.i,,' in the hi~tf agiom ""d in the lowtf "giom four. Wh.n to th" dd.d
th.ir own Chri", - om who h., .pp..... d in the tim. of Iib.riu" ""oth" who i, promistd h the cr,"os - :.! cion
i, ohioush' b.ing robb.d h thOst pmom who ."urn. th.. h. po,tul... , ""0 god, wh.n h. irnpli" th.. th", ....
nin., ,,'.n ifh. do" not \;now it. (.\fare 1.11.6)

H..-e T..-rull:ian is dra,,-mg his own polemical conclusions from :-'-I...-cion's ,-jews and does nol help his case; but
th..-e is mo.-e than caricarure because, once medialOfs ...-e introduced, multiplication sCls in,"

Th..-e ...-e also historical confusions fOf :-'-I...-cion, His god rumed up al his destined time, because of Ceftain
astrological complexities, which :-'-I...-cionites enjoy, .,'en if the st...-s w..-e made by the less..- god; fOf the

greal..- god may han been held back by the

)) Cl.m.nt of .'J.x=clri. ,oh,.d thi, probl.m with hi, th.m.Iic ","m.nt th.. mg.';". th.olo~'must p'" throu~

the ...ty!e~ TOU XP\(JTOU ("rom. 1.ILJ I) S.. 01,0 G. I. P",Iig.', .ceount of I.rtulli",,', 'orgonic
monoth.i,m' Gad in pa"';";, thought, 9Sf
,

, Which, fos :.!...cion, d.n,- the p.rf.ct gooclri." ofth.ir m.hr

" S.. btlow ch. 1 fos the probl.m of pol.mic ""d ch. Hos • <li,cu"ion on'oI.nti!>imi,m ""d the bua.ucr.Iic f.n.",-



rising moon, Of som. witch"')', Of by th. position ofSaru:m Of )'hrs (.\!arc. Ug.I). \\naw.-..- th. dday, h.
g1id.d down in th. fift• ."th y..,r of Tib..-ius, 10 b. a sa,ing spirit. Y.-t th. p.sl-lad." "ind of his saJ,·atioo did
nol b.gin 10 blow until som. y..,r in th. r6gn ofAmoninus Pius. This dday impli.s dilf..-."c. and confusion. FOf
from Tib..-ius 10 Amoninus Pius, 115 y..,rs and 61/2 months .laps.d; th. god whom )'-la:rcion th." inrroduc.d
cannot b. th. god whom Chrisl r.nal.d, fOf th. inlmm bmn." Chrisl and )'-la:rcion rul.s out id.mity.

B.yond this confusion li. )'-la:rcion's ",.al dicholomi.s - th. anlill"s.s oflaw and gospd, cr.atioo and saJ,·atioo
- which run from b.gtnning lo."d (.\!arc. U9A). )'-la:rcion's god could not han b• ." r.nal.d by Chrisl who
cam. bd'Of. )'-la:rcion inrroduc.d th. @1sion bmn." 1\'-0 gods. y.l )'-la:rcion claims thaI h. r.slOf.d a rul. of
faith which had b• ." co.-rupl.d, 0'·"- all thos. inl.,-,-.ru:ng y.a:rs; T..rulIian wond..-s al th. pati."c. of Chrisl
who wail.d so long fOf )'-la:rcion 10 d.u.·..- him (.\!arc. 1.20.1).

This a:rgum."l sugg.SlS again th. cosl of simplicity and th. appa:r."l n""·.-to' of T..rulIian in th. inl..-.SlS of
apolog.-tic. By itsdf, th. a:rgum."l has no fOfc. whal"'·"-. )'-la:rcion claim.d thaI h. was a rd'onn..- who w."l
back 10 th. original gospd and aposl1•." How.,·..-, T..rulIian mahs th. a:rgum."l r,spl'clabl. by rd'..-ring 10

Paul (in Galatians) who was nol comm."dtng anoth..- god and anoth..- Christ, but anributing th. annuhn."lof
th. old disP"l'satioo 10 th. cr.alOf himsdf who (through Isaiah and J..-mJiah) had d.clar.d th. inl."tioo thaI h.
would do som.-thing n.w and mah a n.w co,-."anl. Lal..-, by naCl naminatioo of th. JXoph.-ts (.\!arc. 3),
Luk.s Gospd (.\!arc. ~) and Paul (.\!arc. 5), h. shows thaI th• ..,-idffiC. fOf )'-la:rcion's prinJim.• gospd;s nol
10 b. found.)" T..rulIian furth..- slal.s thaI th. firsl Christians w..-. cmain about God th. cr.alOf and about his
Chrisl, whi!. th.y a:rgu.d about ahnosl ..,·"')lhing .Is., and thaI cmainly conlinu.s in all aposlolic church".
This a:rgum."I;S sound, sinc. )'-la:rcionil.s could nol poinllo a particula:r anc;.,,1 church which foU",nd th6r
l.aching(.\!arc.I.21.3).

" I,rtulli",,', ugwrt,nt;' u>td today at a populor l,,·,l bY Orthodox a~oin"Rom"" Catholi" ""d bY Rom""
Catholi" ..oin" Pto""",,"

)" !hi, ;, "" ,xampl, of I,rtulli",,', Irick omitting "'p' which h, m,ntions tl>twhm



lli-ine simplicity has no '-uJgar fractions. God is .-t..-nal, rational and perfect; his saJ,'ation is UlJi,'..-sal, wh..-eas
:-'-\arcion's God leans oUl J.-ws and Christians because th"}' bdong 10 the cHalo<. ),-\o<e importantly, because
he sans only souls and nol bodies, the strange god nev..- p.-o,1des more than a 'semi-saJ,'ation'. Surely a god of
p..-fecl goodness could san the whole ofman~ "\bolly damned by the crealor, he should han been wholly
reslored by the god of so,'..-eign goodness' (.\!arc. 1.2~A). ),-\arcion's god cannol do anything 10 p.-Olecl his
beli.",,-s from the malignanl pow..- of the crealor, as it works through ,,'..-ything from thund..-, war and plague
10 creeping, crawling insecls. 'Jusl how do you think you are emancipaled from his kingdom when his flies still
creep m',,- your face~ ... You p.-ofess a God who is purely and simply good; how.,·..- you cannol p.-on the
p..-fecl goodness ofhim who does nol p..-fectly S.-I you free' (.\!arc. 1.2~.7).

Th..-e are now p='..-se and muddled objections made againsl the almighly God,lord and found..- of the
UlJi,'..-se," who 'has been known from the beginning, has n.",,- hidden himself, has shone in conslanl splendor,
,,'en before Romulus and long before Tib..-ius' (.\!arc. 2.2.1) The riches ofhis wisdom and knowledge are
deep, his judgemenls are unsearchable and his ways pasl finding oUl (Rom. 11.3~); th..-efo<e his simplicity will
nol be .,1denllo the narural man, who cannol rec,,;,'e the things of the spirit. 'And so God is supremely greal
juSl when man thinks he is small, God is supremely besl juSl when man thinks him nol good, he is especially one
when man thinks th..-e are lwo gods or more' (.\!arc. 2.2.6). Innocence and und,,-slandtng han gone, for man
'has IoSI the grace ofparadise, and thaI intimacy with God, by which, had he ob"}'ed, he would han known all
the things ofGod' (.\!arc. 2.2.6).

Indeed, simplicity marked creation, for all came from and was marked by the one goodness of God (.\!arc.
2A.6). The gift offreedom was par! of this goodness and it was n.",,- r,,'oked. Oth..-wise :-'-\arcion would
p.-olesl "\lml sor! of lord is this indfecu.,'e, instable, faithless being who rescinds his own decisions'" (.lfarc.
2.7.3) ?\one of these negau.,'e epithels should .,...- be applied 10 the unmixed goodness of God.

"'d,us O1lU1ipoton>, dominus" con<litOf """'",i..ti,'



Th. ",m. simplicity m",-ks his p<O,1dffiC' which disp.ns.s lighl JIld d",-kn.ss, good JIld .,il. But how CJll this
fJillo cOlllpfomis. his simpl. goodn.ss~ B.caus. th• .,il which h. diSpffiS'S is a punislunffil fOf sin JIld
th...d'Of. good (.\!ar<:. 2. H .3).

Is th a simpl. gospd~ Such simplicity may b. h",-d 10 s••; but it is th.... 10 b. found, as ind••d in th.

dilf l1 Gospds of th. apostl.s, John JIld :-'hnl"w, JIld of th. aposlolic mffi, Lul:. JIld :-'-I",-k. All fonow th.
sam. rul. of on. cr.alOf God JIld his Chrisl, born of a ,-;,-gin, fulfilling law JIld p<oph.-ls. 'It do.s nol man... if
th.... b. som. ,'a:r:iation in th. arrJllg=ffil of th.ir narram',s, p<o,1d.d thaI th.... is agr.=ffil in th. subslJllc,
of th. faith' (.lfar<:. ~ .2.2). :-'-I",-cion's mutilal.d Gospd subnrts th. subslJllc, of th. gospd. It b.",-s no nam.,
fOf h. slopp.d shon ofinn·ming a till•. ,",0 wrinffi wOfk should b. f.cogniz.d ifit cannOl hold its h.ad ",.cl,

off... som. consislfficy JIld p<omis. som. cr.dibilily by naming a till. JIld JIl autho.-.

Truth is 10 b. distinguish.d by its simplicity, with which p<oud mffi fuss JIld fiddl., so mixing it with fals.hood
thaI nothing cmain f=ainS. "\nffi th." had found a simpl. JIld straightf"""",-d God, th.y b.gJlllo disagr••
about him, nol as h. had b.ffi f.,·.al.d 10 th=, but in Ofd... lo d.bal. about his p<op..-ti.s, his nann, his

plac'- (ap. ~7.5). Som. say h. is physical, oth...s inCOfpO.-.al, som. thaI h. is mad. of aloms, oth...s thaI h.
consisls ofnumb...s. Som. claim h. gon1llS th. world, p ...h"!>s from insid. Of p ...h"!>s from outsid., oth...s
d.cL thaI h. is idl•. Such confusion is nOl primiti\.• but contID·.d, nOl JIlC;ffil wisdom but mod..-n muddl•.
Th is nothing as old as th.1ruIh ofth. scripnns which philosoph...s han p,,-,,'m.d in .,."'), possibl. way.

Y.-I ChristiJllS W.",- th. cloak of th. philosoph , b.caus. of its simplicity JIld b.caus. th." han found th.
b.n... philosophy (pall. 6). Th. loga may off high... slaNs in th. community; but it is JIl daboral' thing of
mJllY folds (pall. 1.1). \\1lil. ,,'"')'lhing chang.s, nol all chang. is good. PrinJiti,.• simplicity is chall.ng.d by

luxufY. It was a bad day whffi AlnJlld..., on fir. with his triumph 0"'" th. P...siJlls, nchJllg.d his a:rmour fOf a
pair ofpulf.d-up, P...siJlltrous ...s, mad. of silk. \\nffi philosoph...s mon inlo purpl., whal is 10 Slop th=
from ,naring goldffi slipp..-s (pall. ~ .7)~ \\nal could b. bs philosophical thJll thal~



Th. ch""g. 10 th. philosoph..-', clook i, ju,tifi.d by it, simplicity a, a garmffil, in contra'llo th. m""y fold, of
th. loga which "'. a cumb ,om. nui,,,,,c. (pall. 5.1). Th. clook i, th. mo'l conn'lliffil garmffil ""d ,an, tim.
in dr."ing (pall. 5.3). Furth , it d.signal" ind"pffidffiC' ""d fr••dom from th. duti., offorum, d.ction"
'ffial', platfonn' ""d .,....-y oth... part ofpublic Iif•. It \n"" out no ,.al', attacks no law" "'gu.' no pl.a', i,
wom by no judg., ,oldi... 0.- king. 'I han ,.c.d.d from th. community. )'-Iy '01. busin." i, with my,df ""d my
on. c",. i, nollo c",•. ' \\lIffi accus.d oflazin.", it r"pli." '"1\0 on. i, born for :moth..-, ""d h. di., for him,d!
alon' (pall. 5A). Simplicity of d.-laclunffil i, achi.,.·.d b.caus. th. philosoph..., clook has b.com. Chri,ti""
""d found th. b.tt... philosophy (pall. 6.2) in J.,us Christ, ,on of God ""d ,a""'''-. So th.law of ch""g. i,
ju,tifi.d. \\-. CJllllOl a'·oid chang.; \n should ffi".... thaI it i, chang. 10 th. good."

PerfeClion in Dishonour:
'Jesus Chrisl, Son of God, Sa,·iour'

Th. "",w... lo th. qu.,tion about on. God, good ""d UU', was 'Y" th.... i, on. God, ifh. nol only cr.al.d
th. world, but aI,o aCl.d 10 rffi.W it in J.,us Chri,t.' God', un..- di,,,,ac. was th. pl.dg. ofmankind',
,aJ,·ation. God cam. 10 m",,', 1.,.·.1, '0 thaI m"" mighl r.ach God', b·d. God b.cam. 'mall thaI m"" mighl
b.com. ",.al (.l/ar<:. 2.27.7).

Simplicity was nol ffilPty. All was ,umm.d up in Christ. Following Paul, T..-rul1i"" (pud. I~ .-l passim) kn.w
nothing but Christ ""d him crucifi.d. Thi, was th. '01. hop. (un,ca ,pe.) of th. world, th. n.c.,,"'1' dishonour
(n"c""ar,um d"d"cw) offaith (cam. 5.3). In a wo.-d, God i, on. God, Whffi th. ,on h""d, m·... th. kingdom
to th. fath..-.

Bdlind th. fish (J.,us Christ, ,on of God, ,a'",ur't' lay th• .,.·ffi simpl... conf.,sion ofJ.,us a, ),-I.,siah 0.

Christ Q.htt. 27.17, 22; John 1.-11; Acts 9.22; I John 5.1). \\lIffi th. gospd mond from it,

" Thi, i, th, point whm T,rtulli"" ""d Stoics differ m",hdlY from .'J,,,,,,dri,,,,, ""d Platonist>

., S.. F. 1. D61g" IXeYI der h'ilig' Fisch;" d,n ""tihn R'ligiomn und irn Chri>ttntum 0!Un"" 1922)



J.wish colll""l imo th. Gr••k world, this till. m••llI l.ss Jlld 'ChriSI' b.cJlll•• sum.m. fo.- J.su,. Th. b.sic
coof.ssioo th.., b.cJlll. 'J.sus Chrisl;s Lo.-d' (p..-JlId 10 th. 'ElllI""fo.-;s Lo.-d' of th. imp..-iJl cult)" 0.- J.sus
Chrisl;s SOlI of God'. ChristiJllS h.d th.ir OWII JllSW..- 10 p.gJll Jlld J.wish .cdJlll'tions, such .S '011. ;s lrns
S..-opis', 'gr••1is DiJll. of th. Eph.siJlls', 0.- .,...., 'H• ..- 0 Ismd .. -'. This simpl. fOllllul. w.s us.d .s •
coof.ssioo offJilh.1 bJPtism, b.mg ""pJlld.d firsl imo. Iwofold fJilh in f.th..- Jlld SOlI, th.., inlO. tlnd'old
fJilh in f.th..-, SOlI Jlld spirit, Jlld r.c';"-ing "mus suppl.",..,ls. Th. simphcity of th. fish r.",Jin.d. Th..-. w.s
011. lord, 011. fJilh, 011. bJPtism.

'J.sus Chrisl, SOlI ofGod, S""OII'-' poinls 10 th••COllomy of sJ!,·.tion Jlld th. r.copi!llbtion of JlI things in
Chrisl, who;s ChriS!llS \ ";Clo.-" R.copi!llbtion;s chidly linhd with Ir..,.rns;" bur it Jlso domin.I.S th. ?\",v
T.sIJlll..,1 Jlld th. thwlogy of Ign.tius, Justin, Cl.",..,1 ofAk"Jlldri., T..-rull:iJll Jlld AthJll.sNS. It includ.s
rhr•• s.-ls ofmotifs: Chrisl corr.C1s Jlld p..-f.C1S JlI th.1 is; .s Chrisms Y;Clo.- h. is th. din"", of th••conomy of
s",-ing hislo<y; Jlld.s th. p..-f.ction ofb.mg, goodn.ss Jlld 1ruIh, h. gi-.',s lif. 10 th. d}-ing, righlwusn.SS 10
sinn..-s Jlld IruIh 10 thos. in ..-ro<.

T..-rull:iJll d.scrib.s th. wo<k of sJ!,·.tion.s COlltinUOUS with cr••tion.'" Th. humJll mc.;s summ.d up, 'th.1 is
10 rd'..- b.ck 10

<' man Pol. U

". Btc.u" th, conctp' of ,00ntion ,.,jh' btcom" '00 >Ubjtcti,·, ~,,,O<' i, oft'n '0 b, pt,f""d ., • "",nsl.tion of

OWT~P (Ttl:vT\n, 1,001-2'). In th, Old T""'",,n', ,00ntion points '0 th, ,"cu, of tho" oppr,,,,d bY mili,,,,,'
pow" Of inju'tict; btc.u" ofhum"" limi"'tions, God ,m"g" ., th, ultim." d,h,,«. In th, :-:'w T"'"",,n', th, '''''''
notion ofr"cu' i, found in God', "l.tion '0 th, whol, hum"" fOct. In th, cl."icol world, ""our, could b, god" m,n
who h'lp'd Of h,oI,d philo'oph"', ".",m,n Of rul",. H.<lri"" i, f"qutntlv ctl,bfO"d ., th, ""our of. 'own 0' •
p"'on. On • ",d" "01,, th, ,mp"Of brough' in, ., ""our, th, gold,n 'g'. Philo gi"" th, titl, of ""our '0 God who
d,h", hi, p'opk pt"",." th, wodd, ""d lib".", th, 'oul from p."ion ('obr. 11; immul. I,~; 'omn. l.lll; log all
IU01)

Th, m''''g' ofth, ""g'ls '0 th, 'h'ph"d' (lub '.IOf.) lin\;, th, titles '''''our' ""d 'lOfd'. In th, Founh Go'p,l th, ,on
i, ",n ., th, ""our ofth, world (John i.1 J; cf I John. '.ll). In th, :-:'w T,""""n', th, titl, of',."our' i, found I,,,
fr'qu,ntl,- th"" th, ,',rb ',.,.,' ""d th, noun ',oI,·.tion' Thi, m.,- b, • "oction .~oin" I"",h 'xp,,,.tions of. n.tionol
d,h"" (Ttl:vT\ 'D. l.0' I). Th, ?"o,oI Epi'tl" find th, titl, import"'" fOf th, "jtction ofhmticol claim,

" G. Aultn. CI-JimJ:: Vi"" (london, 191i). ))-11

'" A. \'io1""o, Cri"~ 5a/md" y morad" d<l humbr< (?""'plono, l>S~) ,~'i-ilO
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th. b.ginning Of 10 ",is. from th. b.ginning' (.\!arc. 5.17.1), rd'Ollll.d (.\!arc. 3.9.5) Jlld r.slor.d (pal.
15.1)" R.d.-mption through a rJllsom paid (jug. 12.2f.) I.ads 10 lib~' (cam. H .3):" Chrisl as m.dialor
(.eque'ler, re,. 51.2) is doth.d with humJllity (Prax. 12.3) Jlld r.concil.s (.lfarc. 5.19.5) mJlllo God'- Th.
sacr:ific. of Chrisl, th. paschal lamb, is olf..-.d by th. gl-.al high pri.Sl (Jud. 14.8). His "olullla:ry d.ath;s a
propitiation bur nol a ,icarious satisfaction for sin" As l.ach..-, Chrisl brings illumination through sa,ing
discipltn. (ap. H.II; pal. 12.4) Jlld a b.lt..- philosophy (pall. 6.2)" As di-in. physiciJll, h. h.als sinn..-s
(.corp. 5.8).'° By his d.SC."IIO h.n, h. has r.slor.d (an. 55. If.) patria:rchs Jlld proph.-rs.

Finany, by th. trophy ofth. cross, h. has triumph.d 0'-"- d.ath, th.lasl .".-my (.\!arc. 4.20.5). His ,iC10f)' is
nol thaI ofth. warrior :-'-I.ssiah for whom th. J.-ws had loohd (Jud. 9.1-20), bur is th. spiritual o"..-throw of
th. armi.s ofwichdn.ss (.\!arc. 4.20---4). This saJ,'ation was also a n.w cr.ation (,·"i. H .2; .\!arc. 5.12.6)"

Th. sa,ing ,iC10f)' of J.sus b.gJll as his fulfihn."l of J.,,-jsh proph.ci.s, within th. sa,ing hislory Of

OiKOVOl.lla . \\1Iy did th. gospd com. so lal. in humJll hislory~ Th. Jllsw..-lay in th. plJll of God's sa,ing
.conomy Of dispensation which pr"pa:r.d th. way for Jlld found its cltm"" in th. ,iC10f)' of Chrisl who
o,-..-thr.w th. pow..-s of da:rkn.ss. For apoca1}vtic <huh on cosmic triumph as w.n as on fulfihn..ll of
proph.-tic~.J.sus r6gn.d as th. son of God 0'-"- all cr.al.d things Jlld "'''-y pow..- in h.a"", Jlld on
.a:rth. D.,i1s f1.d in f.a:r bd'or. his nam•.

To J.ws, th..-d'or., T..-ruIliJll' s JllSW..- is dir.cl. Th..-. ;s only on. qu.stion: wh.th..- Christ, Jllllounc.d by th.
proph.-rs as th. obj.Cl ofUlJi,'..-sai faith, has, Of has not, com. (Jud. 7.1). Th. proof;s plain in th. rapid,
UlJi,'..-sai spr.ad ofth. gospd" It;s .,id."t that') no gat. Of city is dos.d 10 him, his sound is gon. our inlo all
th••a:rth, gat.s ofbrass a:r. op.".d Jlld h. r6gns 0'-"- all.

But Christ', nom. ftacht> out "·.,,....·h"'. i, b.h,,·.d "·.,,....·h"'. i, wOHhipp.d bY .n tho n.tion> w. h.", hmd
rult> ,,·"'....·h"'. i,

"Ibid.. lI8-lJ

., Ibid

.- Ibid

121>-9

.. Ibid IH-S and JI8-20

'0 Ibid lH-J

"Ibid "1-10

"'!)i. Kirch.ngt>chichtt ist .in. Si.gt>gt>chichtt dt> Chrimnthu,,,,' G.l.onhM<li. Di. apolog<ticGh.n
Grur.,igedank.n Tmullia",; (l.ipri~ ISS2), J. It w"' ind"d tho "","mal ChM."t< of Chri,ti.,,;,,· which brou~t it into
conih" with tho st.tt

<
., I .rtullian mi'quott, h •. '1. L ft.ding Kurio, fOf C,-"u



"·.,,....·hm adoad, i, b.stow.d .quall,,- .'"'"....·hm upon .u; in hi, J'f".nct no Icing acti,'" moa f."our, no
butui.., acti,'" 1." JOY; no digniti" Of fWJili" m.rit 'p.cio! di,tinction; to .u h. i, .quo!, to .u Icin~ to .u judge
to oil 'God ..,d lord'. :-;or might ,,-ou h"i..te to b.li,,'. whot w. a""t, ,inct ,,-ou , .. it "tu.u,,- happ.ning. (Jud. J.9
Sl)

ChriSI;s th. bull who, in fulfihnem ofJos"ph's bbsing," loss.s th. nations 10 th. ends ofth••J:fIh, on th. homs
ofhis cross, which was olso fo.-.-Iold in th. oumr.-lch.d h""ds of:-'-Ios.s (Exod. 17.8-16). How .Is. c"" \n
explain th. peculiar position of :-'-Ios.s, as h. sal with arms outstr.-lch.d, rath..- th"" kn••ling Of prostral. on th•
• J:fIh, unl.ss it b. thaI th. nam. ofJ.sus was his theme~ J.sus would on. day .ngag. th. d",il in sin~k combal
""d conqu..- by th. sign ofth. cross (Jud. 10.1). H.;s th. God who reigns from th. tr•• ,<' who cam. onc. in
humilily ""d will com. again with glrn)' (Jud. 10.12). O.ath reign.d from Adam 10 Chrisl who conclud.d th.
rul. of d.ath by dying on th. tr•• ofth. cross. Th. gO"-..-nlllffil;S on his should..-. 1\0 oth..- king rul.s in this
way. 'But only th. n.w king ofth. n.w ag.s, Chrisl J.sus, has carri.d on his should..- th. dominion ""d maj,sl)'
ofhis n.w glrn)', which;s th. cross' (.\!an. 3.19.3).

Th. ';CIOl)' of Chrisl;s strongly affirm.d in demililariz.d military 1=•. FOf h. who straps his sWOfd on his thigh
;s fair..- th"" th. Childrffi ofmffi ""d grac. pours from his lips. H. who so rid.s in maj,sl)', rid.s in m••kn.ss
""d righlffiU""SS, which ar. nol th. 'prop..- busin.ss ofbanl.s' (ps. ~5.2-4). His str""g. wanar. of th. wOfd
in"ad.s "'."')' nation, bringing all 10 faith, ""d ruling by his ';CIOl)' 0"-"- d.ath (.\!an. 3. H .6).

ChriSI conqu..-s as a hum"" being, whffi his obdi.nc. triumphs 0"-"- th. sam. d",il bd'o.-. whom Adam f.n
(.\!an. 2.8.3). This second ConfliCI was all th. mo.-. painful 10 th. d",il becaus. h. had won th. firsl conl.SI,
""d was all th. 5\n.-l..-lo th. m"" who, by a ';CIOl)', r.co,,-..-.d his saJ,'ation, a mo.-. glorious paradis. ""d th.
fruit of th. tr•• oflif. (.\!an. 2.10.6).

" D.ut. HI J. :'!o", gi"" thi, bl."ing to Jo"ph

<' ?,. %.10 i, oft.n '0 quoted in .orI,,- Chri,ti.., writing; no ad.quate a.,on h., b..n found fOf the aa<ling. S.. E. F
O,born. ju::t;n .\hrtyr (Iubingen. 191 J), IOJ-1, ..,d J H. Chorl"wonh Chri,ti.., ..,d J.wi,h "If_d.finition in light ofth.
Chri,ti.., additions to the ApoCS';pho! writing" in E. ? S..,d", ., at. (.d,.). jiNo i,h arJ CrJ;";an "lfd..jin;t;on, "01. n
.l'per" ofJud.a;"" in ,h. Graero·Roman per;ad.(london, 19S I), 21-11



'0 Chrisl en'll in your nonlti.s you ar. oldl' (.\!arc. ~.21.5) Incid.ms in th. mission ofth. discipb (th.
f••ding of th. multilU'k th. conf.ssion of PeI...-, being ashJlll.d of Chrisl) show him 10 b. th. Chrisl of th.
cr.alOf (.\!arc. ~.2 1.5). All Chrisl's wo.-ds ""d d••ds, ",,'en his r.su,nCl;on, poinl back 10 th. Pfophels (.\!arc.
~A 3.9). All thaI Chrisl did was pari of a continuous sa,-ing .conomy, which God beg"" imm.dialdy 3ft...- th.
f3ll ofAdam. His goodn.ss now look th. fOllll of justic., s",,'...-iI}' ""d ",,'en, as th. ),-Iarcionil.s claim, crudly.
'Thus God's goodn.ss was prior ""d acco.-ding 10 MW., his s",,'...-iI}' CJlll. 131...- ""d fOf a r.ason. Th. on. was
mal., th. oth...- accidenlal; th. on. his own, th. oth...- ad"PI.d; th. on. fr••I}' flm,-ing, th. oth...- admin.d as ""
exp.dienl' (.lfarc. 2.1 1.2). Th...-. ;s unbroken continuity in God's goodn.ss which, sinc. th. f3ll, has had ""
opposition with which 10 conlend. Sponl""WUS goodn.ss ;s repbc.d by justic. which ;s th. agenl (procurat'o)
of goodn.ss. Goodn.ss n••d.d a n.w m.""s 10 conlend with its am'",-s",)' ""d f.ar ofpunishmenl was th. only
df.C1j,.'. way (.\!arc. 2.13.2).

\\1lil. h. refOlllls mth...- th"" d.stroys, ""d r.sIOf.S mth...- th"" abolish.s (.\!arc. 2.29.3), th...-. ;s ch""g. ""d
co,-nction. In th. pbc. of"" .,'. fOf "" .,'. ""d a looth fOf a looth, h. off...-s a ch••k fOf a ch••k, with th.
dilf...-enc. thaI it ;s th. s.cond ch••k of th. '-;ctim mth...- th"" th. ch••k of th. a"-,,,.sso.- which;s s!ruck (.\!arc.
~ .16. ~); this kind of imagtnau,', paradox ;s Iyp;cal of T...-rulIi"". This brilIi""l ex3lllpl. ;s emblematic of th.
r,c"Pitubtion which both fulfils ""d corr.C1s.

R,c"PilUbtion ;s both rmosp"cu,', ""d PfOSp"cu,'" both fulfihnenl of th. pasl ""d Pfomis. of th. furor•.
B.caus. ofhis PfN>Ccllpation with ),-Iarcion, T...-rulIi"" s.ems mo.-. concem.d with fulfihnenl th"" with Pfomis•.
Furth=., th. mime!. ofn.w !if. through b"Ptism did nol do as much as h. hop.d. Clem.m ofAlex""dria
""d Irena,""s cd.bral. mo.-. ',,-idl}' th. Pf.S..,,1 gk,,-y ofn.w !if. in Chrisl. In this dilf...-enc. som. han s.en th.
contrasl benn.." Gr••k ""d latin Christi""i1y" YeI th. discipl.s of th. n.w co'-en""l r.c";", a n.w way 10
Pfay from th. n.w "mc. of a ren.,,-ing God (or. 1) ""d Christi""s b.li..,.'. in on. God in a n.w way (Prax.
3)'-

<' s .. Dmiilou. latin Cr.ri"ianil)' "I

,- .\nd os fOf :-;'o,'oli,. £0"" i, ',in W ,Jt,-,ljUngun~,f"t



The economy would nol han been complCle until he, 10 whom it had all been direcled, had come. The mass of
fulfilled prophecy;s 100 greal fo.- anyOlle 10 deny. In him \n find the sure m..-c;es ofDa'id. It;s he, nol Da'id,
who;s a witness, prince and command..-Io the nations, and 011 whom all nations now call (.Ilan. 3.20.10). His
new wOfd;s dec;",'e and brief," a compendium which off..-s relief from the burdensome delails of the law.
Isaiah fo.-elold new things and J..-cmiah a new co\enanl (.Ilan. ~.1.6). Finally, 10 those who, in the face of all

this .,idence, deny the kingdom of Chrisl, th..-e remains the secOlld coming which will nol be in humililY, bill in
pow..- and glOfy (.Ilan. 3.7.8).

:>hrcion ;s wasting his complicaled time when he tries 10 separale the strange, simple goodness of Chrisl from
the alleged .,il of the crealo.- (.Ilan. 1.2.3). The firsl Christians disagreed abolll almosl ,,'..-ything else; bill
they did nol wa",,- from unw,-jded faith in the crealo.- and his Chrisl (.Ilan. 1.21.3). hen :>-Iarcion allows
Chrisllo appear 011 the mounlain with :>-Ioses and Elijah, the firsl who formed God's people and established the
old co"enanl, the secOlld who reformed God's people and cOllsunlmaled'; the new connanl (.Ilan. ~.22.I).

'He, who made,;s besl able 10 remake,'" seeing thaI it;s a far greal..- wOfk 10 make than 10 remake, 10 gi-.'e a

beginning than 10 gi-.'e it back again' (r",. I 1.10). The wOlld..- of the gospc! should nol obscure the m",,'c! of
creation.

Problems of Recapitulatiou

The summing up of all things in Chrisl, who;s Chrisms \ ";Clo.-, sh"Ped the theology of the firsl three cenruries. It

has p..-sisled since then, in ""'11ng form, wheth..- it be in the Eucharisl of easlern and \nslern churches Of in
hymns like VHilla r"gi, prod"un! and Ein' fe,le BlVg Of in the Easl..-lirurgy of "'''-y tradition. Its place in the
Latin :>hss, in the Greek Chn',(o, XikNe, and in the LIIIh..-an tradition";s equally secure. It found its

strongesl stalemenl in

<' s .. Th, ,hort wMd, in O,born. Beginning o!CrJi"ian pWocophy 2{t6-.l0

<; Elijah i, "" tschatologicol figur' who CWl' ., 10hn th, B.ptist

'" A, '0 often. Augu'tin' tah, up T,rtulli",,', id,." 'qui f'ci', "f,cif. Ep. 2J 1.6. H, cliscMd, T,rtulli",,', ,xa~g,mtionof
cr,.tion', '''P,riori''' 0"" «cr,.tion. T,rtulli"" ",·"st, th, priori'" in Pr=



FOf ., wh,n th, ,un i, Up d.mu" no long" I",,'oil,. but ifthm i, """ l,ft """whm it i, elm',n awa,,; '0 now,
wh,n th, Di,in, :'l.ruf,"ation ofth, Word of God i, com,. th, dmn,,, ofth, idols I",,'oil, no long". but ".,,,.
port ofth, whol, ,0fIh i, ,,'m,,'hm illumina"d bY hi, ""hing ""d mon. lool.ing to th, tru, God. th, Word of
th, Fath". ab""don idols. ""d th,m"j,'" com, to ad,", l.no,-,1,dg' ofth, tru, God

:-:ow thi, i, th, I"oofth.. Christ i, God. th, Word ""d Pow" of God. For. hum"" thing, CO.,in~ ""d th, Word of
Christ "moinin~ it i, plom to .n th.. th, thin~, which Of' CO.,ing Of' "mpor",,, but th.. <{, who "mom, i, God ""d
th, tru, Son of God. th, Onl,,_b'gon,n Word. (d. in,. 11. Bindl,,, ,,"",.)

Th. triumphJl dJims of this passag. conc..-ning th. d.slruction of .,il do nOl fit r.alit}' thffi or now. Th..-. do.s
nol app.ar 10 han b.ffi a chang. of gon'ftllllffil. Ind••d, from th. b.ginning th..-. w..-. dil'ficulti.s with
r.capiNlation. D.ath, d.spil. th. sting ofmart}Tdom, may han b.ffi d.slroy.d; but sin was still d.J:r1}' pr'Sffil.
Christians w..-. nol displaying th. climax of di--in. and human hislory, for m.diocrily spr.ad widdy in th••J:r1}'
church. Laodic.ans w..-. n6lh..- hoI nor cold, but drastically indig,sllbl. (R.,.. 3.15f}" T..-rullian sp.aks of
med,·ocr.·Ia.l nOJlra (paen. 6.1) and d,,'dops a doctrin. of originJl sin."

From such diSappoinlmffil, Iwo 1}'P's ofp..-f.ctionism =..-g.d - apocal}'Ptic and Gnostic. Irffiarns and
T..-rullian both ,i.,nd with sympathy th. ".w Proph.cy of th. fonow..-s of :>.-Ionlanus. Cl=ffil ofAlnandria
gan criticJl r.cognition 10 som. d=.ms of \.Jl.minianism. Ir.narns had wond.-rful mill.narian np,clations. If
all was summ.d up in Chrisl, whal r=ain.d had 10 b. sffisationJl- a thousand branch.s on .,...-y ,-in. and a
thousand grap.s on .,...-y I\,-ig. Lions normally .al only th. b.sl of animJl maks." Y.-t in th.lasl day., say.
Irffiarns, \n know from th. scriprur.s thaI lions will.al slraw. Th.y cannOl

" Toda" it i, doim,d th.. 'unWlbitiOUS m,cliocrit\' i, of cour" port ofth, .\nglo_Soxon "aclition' (lri, :'!urdoch T1J~

,ow"igmy ofgoad (london. 1910) 10) ""d th, ",gwrt,nt> a~oin" ,nthusi.,m in :-:ationol Socioli,m ""d hlomic
FundWl,ntoli,m m o,·"wh,lming

,
., S" bolow ch. S

" Th,,, would not b, intmmd in th, con"mpof"," Ch,,,,burg"



.al th.lambs with whom th.y li. dO\",. lfth. straw is so good as 10 b. altracu.", 10 lions, \n shalllruly f.asl on
whal is p.-o,1d.d fOf us.

Th. p..-f.ctionisl mon1llffil known as Gnosticism was nO! conftn.d 10 Christianity. Th. d.sir. 10 surpass
(,up"rgr"d,) oth..-s is always ,,1d.sp.-.ad; 10 th. qu.stion "\lIal must I do 10 b. sand'" is add.d th. qu.stion
'\\lIal must I do 10 b. a bm..- 1.w Of Christian, than my n6ghbour'" Gnosticism is a compln mo"=ffil.
T..-rullian saw thaI its final Strffigth and w.akn.ss lay in its claim 10 surpass r.ason. Lil:. all throsophy,
Gnosticism p.-.SffiIS philosophy withour ...-gumffil, which is Iik. op..-a withour music, Shak.sp• ...-. withour
wOfds and ball.1 withour mo"=ffil. Compln ...-gumffil can b. r"plac.d by p.-.-rffitioUS narrau.",. Th. Gnostic
r"pl}' is always thaI his critic is shallow (nol p.-ofound) Of .,..-11 inl.n.crually and morally d..,.-and." Th.
rd,,'anc. of Gnosticism fOf T..-rullian is firsl, its r.action againsl mdiocrity in f",'our ofp..-f.ction and s.cond,
its mo\"=ffil from ...-gutnffillo SIOl)'. L-nlik. Cl=ffil ofAlnandria, h. n6lh..- appr.cial.d its abstracl
Iffid.ncy nor olf..-.d a high..- comp.-tiu..·. gnosis.

P..-f.ctionism had =..-g.d as a p.-obl= \""')' .arl}' in Christian hislOl)'. Th. Lm..-Io th. Eph.sians affirm.d
strongly thaI all has b• .-II summ.d up in Chrisl and thaI th. church is th••schalological mime!. which ris.s from
.arth 10 h.a".-II. Th..-. is no way in which this mime!. can b. surpass.d. Th. b.li.",,- must simply hold 10 th.
on. faith within th. on. body, walk in th.lighl and sland firm in th. whol. =ur of Goo.

Apologisls claim.d .,idffiC. fOf finality in th. moral nc.n.-llc. of Christian u,-.s and in th. sp.-.ad of th. gospd.
Such moral nc.n.nc. was th. ground fOf Justin's con,'..-sion, and T..-rullian mad. much of it. H. poim.d 10 th.
chastily and inl.griI}' of Christians, th. courag. of th. mJ:rl}Ts and th. muruallon of th. community. This claim
caus.d his disconlffil with th. church uM'''-Sal. H. r=ain.d within th. community of th. church al Carthag.;"
bur h. c..-rainly np.-.ss.d dissffil. \\11.-11 his bishop olf..-.d absolution fOf th. sins of adult"')' and fornication,
T..-rullian was outrag.d, b.caus.this contro\"..-r.d his claim thaI

"Th. issue i, mort complex, S.. the <li,cussion on \'ol.ntinimi,m, ch, 9, btlo,.-

" S.. D.,id Rmlcin, Tmullian arJ ,hunurGh (Combridg., 19'11), '1-11



Christi""s w..-••schalological p",agons of,irtu•. T..-rull:i"" "Tol. off th. majority of Christi""s as psychics Of

CJ:lllal, in contrasllo th. spiritual Christi""s ofwhom h. was on•.

Th. sp<.ad of th. gospd was a s.cond p<oofofr.capiNlation. \\-. "'. ofy,sl..-day, T.milli"" said, but ,n fill
th. forums ""d th. lowns. \\-. "'. in ",',,-y COUIll!)', growing from s••d which;s th. blood ofmart}TS. Th.
world, lOO,;S a b.n..- plac.; m",sh.s "'. drain.d ""d roads "'. b.n..-.'" Th.odicy could poinllo a furor.
consummation in Chrisl's r.-rum ""d 10 th. p<.Sffil ""d ,'sibl. fruits ofhis triumph. \\lIffi Christi""s fac.d
p..-s.cution th. lan..- w..-. p<.cious signs. E"ffi p..-s.cution, said Justin, shmnd thaI th. dffilOlls (Of pag""
gods) w..-. f.arful. It was diff"-ffil whffi Christi""s had gain.d political pow..-. Christi""s soon r.aIi.z.d thaI
th.y w..-. nO! al th. e,chalOn.

PerfeClioa ia God

In a Christi"" tlllpir. th.odicy c.as.d 10 b. th. firsl qu.stion, until Augustin. fac.d th. ffid of tlllpir. in his City
ofGod, ""d nplain.d why Christi""s could nol np,cllo win ""y but th. final ""d d.c;"'" l.sI.

\\1lil. r.capiNlation of all things in Chrisl, which dominal.d th. thrology of T.milli"", Irffiarns ""d th••arl}'
Ath""asius, gan way in th. fourth CffilUr)', 10 chrislology ""d trinity, th. qu.stions could n",',,- b. hdd apart.
Th. firsl qu.stion ""d ""sw..- w..-. 'Is th..-. on. God'" ""d 'Only ifth. cr.alOf has aCl.d 10 r.d.= th. world
in Chrisl.' Th. s.cond qu.stion 'How c"" on. God b. both fath..- ""d son"';s n,c,ssaf)' if God; ;s 10 b.
cr.dibl•. Th. @-in••COllOllly has 10 b. within God; it cannol b. th. d.-tachabl. pI"" of a ch""g.abl. b.mg. Th•
• COllOllly ofth. mysl..-y had b.ffi hiddffi from all ag.s ,n th. God who mad. all things (Eph. 3.9).

Chrislology mond 10 th. Cffitr•. How could God b. both fath..- ""d son~ R.capiNlation mighl r.-mon
distinctions in God. T.milli"" spoh of th. ffitir. dishonour ofhis God; but h. anachd th. mon"'chianism of
Prax.as fOf crucif}-ing th. fath..-, ""d p<0p0s.d a doctrin. of trinity. Th. chrislological d.bal.s w..-.

'" Io '<!i,,,,nin.,.' with ?o>t-mod'mi"'. th, cam,1> .to running on tim,



in"ltabl•. Bd'Of. th." ftnish.d, r.capiNlatiOll no long..- had 10 do with hislOf)' and Chrisrus \ ";CIOf, bur with th.
trinity which ,umm.d up th. di--in. b.ing.

This was not, as som. han thought, a mistak•. Th. hislOf)' of th. councils of th. fourth c."rury ;s no mor.
d,,'ating than th. hislOf)' of councils in any c."tu:ry 'Aft..- COIIstantin., th..-. is not much that is not humiliating
th.long p..-iod of dogmatic squabbling whi!. th. Empir. was falling 10 pi.c.,; th. d.struction or loss ofmo,t of
th. irr"plac.abl. tr.a".... s of antiquity; th. progr.s"'" barba:r:isation ofEurope; \n n••d not follow th.
mdancholy r.cord. 'to Arms did miss th. point of th. whol••arl}' tradition, that faith in 011. God ;s OIIly posSlbl.
if that God r.d• .",s th. world ,,'hich h. fir,t mad.; bur his lack ofp..-c"ption sparhd off a g."uin. am'anc•.
For faith in di--in. r.d.-mption can n,,',,- rdy 011 fulfill.d proph.cy, nt.",al plan or narural "id."c." bur OIIly
011 th. b.mg of God.

This profound mon is appar."t in th. thrology of Gr.gor)' ?\'azianzu," Aft..- th. fall ofAdam, God corr.et.d
and ,ustain.d, in di-',,-s, way', th. fall." rac. (oral. 38.13.36.325). \\11." it b.cam. d.ar that a strOllg..
mdicin. was n••d.d, th. incarnation pro,id.d th. pl'ak of God's ,a,-ing work. Th. k." to ,aJ,'ation is that
Christ ;s God (oral. 33.16£.36.236). God ;s fath..-, SOlI and holy spirit. Th. full d';ty of th. SOlI must b.
pr.s.,-,.·.d (oral. 33.17.36.236). In th. incarnation th..-. is cOlld.sc."sion (oral. 37.2.36.28~f.) and
r.capiNlation (oral. 2.23f..35.28~f.). God ,ums up and COlltainS all (oral. 38.7.36.317). 'A f.w drops of
blood r.cr.at. th. whol. world and draw m." log.th..- inlo a unity' (oral. ~5.29.36.66~). Th. n.w Adam is a
,ulf..--ing God (oral. 30.1.36.36.IO~)who o"..-com.s human sin. For Gr.gOf)', " .." wh..-. th••conomy;s
gi.'", pr.-.-min."c., th. ,umming up which is its c."tr. is th. triun. God. Ind••d it is r.capiNlation which mak.s
God on. and p..-f.ets human knowl.dg. ofth. di--in•.

T..-rul1ian anticipat.s this mon from r.capiNlation 10 incarnation and trinity. Chrisrus \ ";CIOf rdl.et.d th.
proph.-tic apocalyptic

"w R. lng', T/;~ Plctoni, trcdition in Engli,h r<ligiou:: thought (london 1925), III

" S.. E. F. Osbom Th,olog'>' ""d economy in Gr'gorY th, Ih,ologi"", in H. C. Bftrultch, E. L Gr.,muck ""d C
:'!ubchit> (,ds.). Logo" FS far L..lbrcmo,,,ki (B,rtin, 19'1i), i5l-Si



· e'tradition. IX V~ dccbrcd the JohJllllin. my'Iel)' of the wo.-d mad. f1.sh. This was fOf T.milli"". the un,'w
'pe., the n"ce"ar;um d"d"cw, the ,acramenlUm oikonomiae. In the end, the mass ofprophetic fulfihn.m ;s
replaced by this one clJim, Jlld by fJilh in the triune God.

Simphcity Jlld rccapiNlation, which dominated eJ:r1}' Christi"" theology. including thaI of Tmulli"". found their
place in one God, fath..-, SOlI Jlld spirit. T..-rull:iJll'S ideas ~siSI imo the fourth cffilUry Jlld ind••d imo the

tWffitieth cffilUry, where a mClJphysicJl poem ends

A condition of compltt, 'implicit\"
(Costing not 1." th"" "-,,ytl.,,~)

.\nd.n ,holl b. w,ll ""d
JJl m"""tf of thing ,holl b. w,ll
Wh,n the tongut> of/hunt u. in_fold.d
Into th, Cfow",d \;not offir•

.\nd th. fir. ""d the fO" u, Ont.·o

·0 T. S. Elio', Four Quanw(london 19H} "'. :-:0" 01,0 p JJ

E", th. impossible union
Of 'ph"" of "i>ttnc. i, "tuol
E", the p." ""d fuma
.\r. conqumd. ""d ftconci1,d



Chapter 2
The Puzzle:
Athens and Jerusalem

BefOfe a denliled 'lUdy of T..-rulliJll" .,,-gum..m may proceed, it i, "i,e 10 consid..- hi, r"pUlation a, the ..,emy

of "'-gum..,1 Jlld the apo,tle ofunrea'on.' Th..-e .,,-e Iwo famous pa"age' ,,'h..-e T..-rulliJll ,eem, 10 rejecI
"'-gum..,1 Jlld rea,on: ',\nal ha' Ath.." 10 do with Jeru,alem'" (prae,cr. 7.9) Jlld 'it i, credible because

in"pt ... certain because impo,sible' (cam. SA). The fir'l i, a puzrle because in the Sloic T..-rulliJll Ath.." ha'
a 10110 do with Jeru'alem; the 'econd i, a p.,,-adox because credibility Jlld in"pme", certainly Jlld impo"ibility
.,,-e opposite,. The,e 1\'-0 claim, han become slogJll' in fidei'l allcmam'e, 10 the Enlighlffilllem wh..-e they
han each acquired a meaning which i, fOfeign 10 T..-rulliJll. Analysi, of T..-rulliJll" lexl will show thai both
puzrle Jlld p.,,-adox make good ,.."e, Jlld thai T..-rulliJll" exphcit claim 10 fonow the di,cipline of rea,on

(d"c,plina ration,,) Jlld hi, demJlld 'h..-e again I mu,1 han rea,ons .,,-e amply ju'tified. The fir'l may be
called 'the puzrle' Jlld the 'econd 'the p.,,-adox'. T..-rulliJll ha' countle" p.,,-adoxe, bUl thi, one i, celebraled.

One by one the common opinion, concerning T..-rulliJll han fall..,. Bame" ha' shown the improbabililY ofhi,
being the juri'l T..-rulliJll, the ,on of a c..,turion, Of a prie't. HalIon'I"') ha' sho\m thai hi, accounl' of
'atisfaction Jlld merit do nol Jllticipalelat..-legalism. Rankin ha' challenged the ,iew thai he wa, a ,chismatic'
It i, equally nece".,,-)' to show thai T..-rulliJll wa, nol a

, lhi, will in"oh', ,xamin.tion of hi, criti" ., w,ll ., of hi, "XI

, I. D. B.""" Tmullia>l, .l ni"ori,at ar,,] literary' ,wdy

) G. Hallon"'n, Sat!,/a"ia t.i Tmullian 0!alm6 198.), ."d .\feriwm t.i Tmullian 0!alm6 1981)

, R=I.in. Tmullian ar,,] 'h6 GnurGh



fideisl' '1\01 only did h. n.,.'..- ,ay, 'aedo quia ab.wdum', but h. n.,.'..- m."'l1 anything Iik. it and n.,.'..
abandon.d th. claim, ofAth"", IIpOfI J=sal=, Thi, may b. achi.nd by a ,impl. analysi, ofwhal h. ,aid,
Only 10 th. ""1",,1 thai a h• ...-..- conn.cl' th. truth COlldition, of an UII..-.d ,""I""c, with tho,. ofmany oth..-,
with which th. sp.ak..- conn.cl' th=, and l...-gdy agr•• ' with th. sp.ak..- about wh.th..- tho,. truth COllditiOll'
...-. ,atisfi.d, will h. und..-'Iand whal th. sp.ak..- ,ay,,'

T..-rull:ian', qu.,tion,' '\\nal ha' Ath"", 10 do with J=sal="', looks Iik. a r.j.ction of Gr••k rationalism in
fa"our ofunr.a,oning faith, y.1 T..-rull:ian alway, ask, for r.a,OII', :-'-I...-cion should innstigal' th. origin, ofhi,
011. "P",t1. Paul; for h., T..-rull:ian, a1,0 folk>w, Paul a, a n.w discipl., 'For th. tim. b.mg my OIIly b.lid'i, thai
nothing should b. rashly b.li.nd' (.Ilan, 5,1.1)-' Th. mo,1 r,c",,1 p..-petralor of th. misund,,-slanding; aq,K!s

analysis and ""plicitly inl..-pr.-tS T..-rull:ian in I=s ofIhi:m""th-c""lury thwlogy and th. firsl \.atican Council, A
mor. puzrling cOIIclusionD acc..,ls C. G, Jung's analysis of T..-rull:ian as a p...-adigm cas. of ,acnfic,'um
,'ntell"crw, "'ottbrachl' Sdb'r<'''-sl\i:mmdung' (IOiai and sdf-inJ:liCl.d inl.n.crual castration), T..-rull:ian hal.s
dial.ctic, \n ...-. lold, but us.s it from b.ginning lo""d of his work; this can only b. ""plain.d p,ychologically,
H. could nOi r""ounc.

'In support of J-C. Fftdouill. ""d othm

'low. thi, st.ttm.n' of "".h1ic principl. '0 '>..1"" Don.~"" ""d Donald D.,id,on. Don.~""(C"" ""ytoch' in a ?ost·
Chri,ti"" cul'uft rationallY b.li,,'. the :-:icem C,ttd') add, 'Forth. most p"", conttmpomri" 'p.ahng 0' writing the
,am. l""gu.g. do conn.ct "nt.nt" in the ,am. wan ""d do .grtt .bou' the truth' T Flin' (.d.). CrJi,;'ian philocophy
(.'0'" Dam., l>S~), 92-11 J (95)

Inimi..tion of?ul2 Cor. 6.1>-16; I Cor. 1.18-21

, To b.li,,'. ""yom "ithou' .=nining hi, origin i, certainlY ,.,h b.li.f Th. onlY ground, for accepting the B.njamitt
?ul ar. found, no' in the Go,p.ls, bu' (in the cr.ator', ,criptur,,) in the bl."ing of lacob, in S.ul ""d D.,id ""d in
1"", who cam. from the lin. ofD.,id ""d B.njamin (.\fare 1.1.)

;:-:. Kfttzm=, Faith Stth \,indm'''''<hng Find" in Flin', CrJi"ian Philocophy 1-,5. ""d al,o. R• .,on in mnWy in
G. \'".y (.d.). Tho Philocophy in CrJi"iani'y (Cambridg., 1m), Il-,~

,., A. hbhard', T",ulli.n ,,1. philo'ophi. ou 1. ftch",h. d'un. 'po'ition pur.' H. quott, C G. Iun~ hy<halogicGho
T.lpm (Zurich, 19' I), 2': 'Di. i:rn ,.crificium inttU"tll, ,'oUbrachtt Stlbst"mtii:mmtlung T.rtulli.m fuhrt. ihn fUf

rucl.1laltlo"n .\ntfhnnung dtf innmn ;,rational.n T."ach., dtf wrllich.n Grundl.g. "in" Gl.ub.m :'!i, d.m
,.crificium inttU"tll, fi.l.n fur ihn ?hi!o,ophi. und Wi".mch.ft kom.qu.nw.w"" .uch <lit Gno,i,' hbhard'
in,i'" that w. ,hould no' ftj.ct lung b".u" ofth. probl.m.tic n.tur. of hi, <li,ciplin.



his im.n.cnlJl fOllllatiOll; philosophy r.-mains both his SNIuC"- and his ffi.-my. T..-rullian d.s..-,""s som.thing
b.n..- than anachronistic psycboanalysis.

T..-rul1ian is th. mosl improbabl. lid,;sl; no 011. has a:rgu.d so irr"Pf,sSlbly. \\-. a:r. fornmal. 10 han him as a
Christian r"Pf.sffilam" of th. S.cOlld Sophistic, wh..-. a:rgutllffil could b. ,igorous and Offffi';"". Diogffi'S
lold Plalo, according 10 011. slory, thaI h. could s•• a Iabl. and a cup bur could nor s•• Iablffi'" and cupn.s •.
'ThaI is r.asOllabl., said Plalo, 'for you han .,'.s 10 s•• th. Iabl. and cup; bur you do nol han a mind (

• ••
VOUV OUK EXEI~) with which 10 s•• Iabl.n." and Cupn.".'l1 T..-rullian said much th. sam. abour

:-'-Ia:rcion who claim.d Chrisl had no human body. On. thing is cl.a:r for T..-rul1ian it would b. ha:rd..-Io find a
man born withour a body than 10 find 011', Ii... :-'-Ia:rcion, born withour h.ar1 and brains Q.-Ia:rc. ~ .10.16). This
kind ofinncm'" which may alTIUS. mod..-n r.ad..-s, can mal:. it ha:rd..- for th..-n 10 fonow T..-rullian's intrical.
a:rgumffil; within th. tradition which Plalo and T..-rullian hdp.d 10 fOllll, inncm', is loday S.ffi as a substirul.
for a:rgutllffil.

As a Sloic, T..-rullian, Iik. Sffi.ca, r.,.·.n.d in th. r"Pfoof of oth..-s." Sffi.ca \UOI., 'I can ha:rangu. againsl
\ic. withour ffid' (Ep. 51.13). T..-rullian saw, bur ra:rdy adtnin.d, th. str.ngrhs ofhis oppollffilS, b.caus. his
r.ad..-s would han b.ffi confus.d by compromis., ar<JVila.l was th. s.cr.-t of good Sloic sl}i., and m••kn.ss

(mlelKEIO) was SUSp"CIIO Sloics b.caus. it impli.d thaI 011. could tr.al .qual OffffiC'S dilf"-ffirl}'."

A-
Four Solurioas to rbe Puzzle

(i)-
P,ychoallaly,i. ofa Pu::1ed .I/illd

Th. psychological ""planation" is r.ach.d only aft..- innstigation. T..-rullian's ConfliCI is nol uoiqu•. ),-Iosl .arl}'
Christian writ..-s compromi..d with th.-ir classical h..-ilag•. Th." thoughl in 011. way and u.-.d in anoth..-. Th."
both r.j.cl.d and acc"pl.d

11 Diog,nts h,rtim, T/;~ Iii'", ofth, philocoph"', 6.1,

" S.. I. :'1. Rist. S,n"a ..,d Stoic orthodoX\' .1.\'?W I ,il n, B..,d ,5, I ,ilb..,d , (lgS~). l,w'-',Oll (2,OIl)

"Ibid.. 2.00)

" :-;'0" furth" <li'cussion of <hi, point in ch. ,



philosophy. Tertulli"" is impon""l b.caus. h. tri.d 10 hold 10 a 'POSitiOll pur." which cOIIsislffitly dffii.d
""ylhing b'yOlld th. COIIlffil of ,",;dation. Th..-. a:r. thr•• passag.s which Cl)'slalliz. his id.as (ap. -16-50;
prae.cr. ;-9; an. 1-3).

\\1li1. mosl attffitiOll has b.ffi gi.·ffi 10 th. apo!ogN,cum ""d th. d<J prae.cr.pt'on<J, th. fulI.sl tr.almffil is
found al th. b.ginning of d<J amma. Tertulli"" b.gins with th. claim thaI th..-. is no IruIh outsid. God (an. IA)
""d thaI it is th..-d'Of. saf..- 10 b. ignOf""1 th"" 10 inquir. b'yOlld th. limits of r.,·dation (an. 1.6)." H..-. h.
""ticipal's Augustin. s cOIIdffilllation of th. ,·ain curiosity which masqu..-ad.s 3S knowl.dg. (con[ 10.35.55)
""d folk>ws Paul's wa:rning againsl philosophy (Col. 2.8). Th. d<J prae.cr.pt,on<J similarly fOfb;ds curiosity
b.caus. of th. Su!liCiffiCY :md pm.ction offailh (prae.cr. ;, 9, 13). Philosoph..-s cannOl cOIItrol th.-ir curiosity;
th.-ir mom·. is always "TOIIg.

Th. m.thod ofphilosoph..-s is :lIso 10 b. r.j.cl.d. FOf it is cOIIc..-n.d with app.a:r""c. rath..- th"" r.a1iI}', with
words rath..- th"" r.aliti.s. Through rh.loric:ll skill philosoph..-s a:r. abl. 10 build or dffi1(}~shwhal th." will,
b.mg mor. cOIIc..-n.d 10 lalk th"" 10 I.ach (an. 2.2). Di:ll.ctic has th. sam. dup~city, which casls doubl 011 its
inl.grir}' (prae.cr. ;.6). Y.-r Tertulli"" rnahs mor. us. of di:ll.ctic th"" do oth..- .arl}' Christi"" "TiI..-s.

Tertulli"" admits thaI philosoph..-s som.tim.s say th. sam. things as a:r. found in scripnns. H. us.s th. Sloic
a:rgumffil from common COIIsffillo pron thaI th..-. is 3 God. In spit. of th.s. coincid.m:ll similariti.s,
philosophy brings mor. coofusion th"" cla:rily, b.caus. it is rna:rhd by disagr• ..-nffil: 'n.,·.nhd.ss you may find
mor. disagr• ..-nffil th"" agr• ..-nffil among philosoph..-' (an. 2Af.).'" Philosoph..-s hold som. Iru. opinions; but
th." d.,-j,·. th..-n from a dilf"-ffil sourc. ""d apply th..-n in a dilf"-ffil W3y. Truth is harm.d whffi it is linhd
with f:lls. origins or f:lls. r'Sllll'.

On th. 011. h""d, philosoph..-s rah opinions which th." sha:r. with Christi""s ""d join th..-n with th.-ir own
a:rgumffils which cOIItradicl th. ruI. offailh. On th. oth..- h""d, th.y dd'ffid th.-ir distincm·. opinions with
a:rgumffils which Christi""s would acc",,1

"s.. hbhMd,. fn. 10 abo,·,

"'Qui' ,nirn ",·<labi, quod d,us "xit'"

'" 'um,n plus ,hm;..ti, my,ni., in", philo,opho, qu= ,oci".ti,'



as ,'aIid and consislenl. This means thallrulh docs nol han a chance and it is th..-efOfe necessary 10 separale
common opinions from philosoph..-' argumenls and 10 separale common argumenls from philosoph..-'

"P"'''''''
Th..-efOfe T..-rull:ian docs nol rejecl or accepl philosophy as a whole. He knows his philosoph..-s bCII..- than do
mosl Greek fath..-s." The poinls wh..-e philosophy has hit on thelrulh may be used 10 con'ince educaled
pagans thaI the gospel is nue. Some Christians, whose works T..-rull:ian has befOfe him, han smdied ancient
writ..-s and shown thaI th..-e is nothing new or outrageous in Christianity; bur pagans arc nol honesl CfIOUgh 10

accepl such lestimony (te,l. 1.2). T..-rull:ian docs nOl hide his sympathy fOf Seneca (an. 20.1) nor his genuine
regre! thaI all h..-ctics han seasoned their works with Plalo (an. 23.5)." Yel Christian artisans readily find the
crealOf God whom Plalo declared 10 be so difficull of disco,-..-y and description (ap. ~6.9).

In contrasllo simple Christianity, philosophy is aligned with sophistry (ap. ~6.18). This is furrh..-linked with
magic (.Ilan. 1.1 .5, and prae,cr. ~ 1.5), \.alentinian fanlasy (Val. 2~.1) and rheloric (re,. 5.1). The ref..-ence
10 Christianity as the bell..- philosophy (pall. 6.2) may be seen as the unfornmale consequence of a melJPhor
and a concession 10 secular usage. '0

The proposed solution" of the pUllle is thaI T..-rull:ian is the classic example of ,acnfic,'um intellect,., as
described by C. G. lung." As a belie,-..-, he rejecled philosophy; bur his 0\'" training in philosophy and rheloric
could ne.,-..- be discarded."

"FOf d"oil, '" hbhudt. ?o,ition pur. Ii•. who rtf", to :'!. ?ohl.!U. DI. S'aa (Gotting.n 19'5), "01. I. HJ.
T.rtulli"" do" not po"." the p.mt..tion of Cl.m.nt', l.no,,1.dg. of?lato

"'dol.o bon. fide ?latomm omnium h.",ticorum condim.ntum factum'

'0 hbhudt. ?o,ition pur•. I1H. Thi, i, not. cau" fOf .mb""."m.nt with T.rtulli"". h",'om u", wOfd, in diif",nt
"n",; all that m."", i, that the conlt" ofth. ugutn.nt ,hould m.b the 'p.cific "n" "id.nt

" By hbhudt. ibid.. I11-S0

" lung hYGhalagicGh~nT.,~n.nif. cit.d in hbhudt. ?o,ition pur•. ISO

" Th. p'YChological inttrpfttation <Ir.w • quick '''ponS<. It was cond.mn.d as 'impli'tic and unbal"""d (F R.fouli
T.rtulli.n ,,1. philo'ophi•. R",5?. )0 (1915). '2-1). and ftgftt was ''l''""d fOf the p."ing of old" b.nign
inttrpfttations (•. ~. G. Schtlow,h' D" .lpolag" Tmull!anu:: in ".Im", r--"h"I'"I" zu d" grl"hlcGh.ro"'lcGh~n

Phllacophl< (l.iprig I'!(II); 1. 10rtI. Tmull!an aI" .lpolag". 2 yo1>. (:.!Unsttf. 192J 1925). yo1. 1 ch. I). Th". h.d
claim.d that T.rtulli",,', qu=tl was "ith philo'oph'" <ath" th"" "ith philo'ophY



(;;)-
Cultural Hv,to","

A lllOf. nl.-nsi-', accounl com.s from cultural hisIOl)". It b.gins from th. b",vild..-ing mass of s.cond"')'
mal..-ial, which d"';"'.s from T.,-ruJli",,' s "PP"al fOf dilf..-.-nl mod.,." groups philologisl., thrologi""s ""d
hislori""•." Puzrl=.-nl is .-nh""c.d by th. dilf..-.-nl conc.,."s of th.s. thr•• groups on••ticking 10 isolal.d
Inls ""d ignoring COllll'CtionS, th. unl both..-.d by JPOlog.tic conc.,."s, th.lasl dm'.-n 10 simplification within
th. wid..- r""g. of g.-n..-al hisIOl)'." From ?\",v T.slam.-nl tim••, Christi""s b.g"", al con,'..-sion, with a
r.-nUllciation of th.ir fOllll..- way., ""d th. pag"" world acc"pl.d this r.j.ction long aft..- Christi""s tri.d 10
modify it. Bd"Of. Consl""tin." th..-. w..-. ahady Christi"". who,li'" T.,-ruJli"", w..-. highly cultur.d but
oppos.d 10 th. pag"" world. Th. l.-nsion bmn.-n faith ""d culn,,"" must nol b. bs.-n.d'- by minimizing
T.rrulli",,' s l.aming Of placing him on th. ""aly'I's couch; his polmtic againsl classical cultur. ;s nol m..-dy
rh.-toocal but thrological."

Anc;.-nl Paid6a was a way of .ducation ""d culmr., "" anilud. 10 fund"",.-nlal pfObl=•. Its ""thropoc.-ntric
mtionalil}~'" dash.d h.ad on with th. Christi"" faith. T.milli",,'s ""tiIh.sis bmn.-n Ath.-ns ""d J=sal=
d=slml.s this dash/' but his writings show I.elmical d"p.-nd.-nc. on classical Paid6a" ""d h. is p.-oud of
his cultural 'Ir.-ngths (an. 21.5f)" \\1lil. his m""y citations s..-,.. dilf..-.-nl purpos••, wh.-n I"".-n log.th..- th.y
show a posim'. anilud. 10 culmr.: in th. apologN,cum alon., T.,-ruJli"" cil.s thirly dilf..-.m autho.-•. T.,-ruJli",,' s
1iI..-"')' fOllllation b.gins from th. rich..- h..-ilag. of Carthag. mth..- th"" Rom. ""d gOl'S on 10

,
" :-':ot to m,ntion. ., w, h.", ",n. p,ychologist>

" H. Sttint>. Da:: ('-"hal,,,;, Tmullian:; our ar.l;k~n Paid.;a (St Ottili,n 198~). l. Philo,oph", ""d histori"", of id,.,
,hould b, add,d. Thi, pluroli'" of int",md ~oup' i, a fund"""ntol ptobl,m of patri,ti"

"Wh,n th, oppo,ition ch""g,d without eli"pp,";"g

,- 'D., "hill,md, Phiinom,n T,rtulli"" umfa»,nd abmh""d,ln. "in" komph;i,n,n D,nI.-w,i" ,ind,utig auf eli, Spur
ru komm,n - eli", '>"uf~ab, <lUtft, wohl motg,n '0 w,nig wi, h,utt ru b,woltig,n "in' Sttin". Paid.;a.•

"Ibid. JJ.

'" ~!"" i, th, m,.,,,,, of oll thm»'

"Ibid. H. S.. ol,o? Stocl.-m,i". Glaub. urJ Kulwr(DU»tldo,f 198)), lil

" Fot "" ,xampl, , .. ""olni, ofth, apologet;,w". Sttin". Paid,;a. H

"Ibid. 92



includ. Sa.·..- Ag. writ..-s 1i1:. Pliny, Tacirus and S..,.ca. Still furth..-, Hom..- and H..-odorus ...-. fundam"'lal,
whil. his ""I..,,,," knowl.dg. of Plalo' s writings is s• .., as a lal. growth from his controv..-sy with Gnostics.))
Som. writ..-s h. knows only from anthologi.s; many ofhis rd'..-.nc.s ...-. altusions rath..- than citations. In th.
apologN,cum and ad nal,one" th. mass of citations is for th. bffidil ofhis r.ad..-s." His corpus of citations
gOl'S ,un b.yond th. r.quir.",..,1 of Slyl. and ""c••ds thaI of any oth..- .arl}' Christian writ..-. H. is r.luclanllo
acknowl.dg. his d.blS, .sp.cially his supr"". d.bllo Cic..-o; but unacknowl.dg.d citation was a common
Con"ffition ofhis tim•. His d.bllo Paid6J. was f...- mor. profound than has b• .., r.cogniz.d."

T..-rullian hdd th. Roman sm. in high r.g...-d, as th. classical tradition r.quir.d. It troubl.d him thaI, as a
Christian, h. had 10 qualify this ,,'aIuation." To th. hislorian, T..-rullian's occasional r.j.ction ofphilosophy is
olll\u'gh.d by his posilj,.', g..,..-al allilud•. His 'bm..- philosophy' (mehor ph,lo,oph,a) is nol a rh.-torical
flourish but a th.",. found dS"Yh..-. in his accounls ofphilosoph..-s as 'authors and I.ach..-s of
wisdom' (,ap,enliae auClore, (ap. 19.3), ,ap,enliae profe"ore, (.Ilan. 1.13.3», who PO"'" an amazing
wisdom (mira ,ap"mlia, nal. 2.2.1)-" Christianity r.",ain.d th. b.n..- philosophy, partly b.caus. it could
poinllo an hislorical manilhmtion of th. IruIh 10 which • ...-li..- d,,'dopm..,1 was subordinal"" T..-rullian's
d.scription ofJustin as 'philosoph..- and mJ:rt}y' is nol antilh.-tical but compl"""'I...-y."

)) Thi, i, hud 10 "coneil. with the focI th.. h. gi"ts \'ol.ntini"", no philo,ophicol 'I""cling

)' Ibid Ill-Il

"Ibid lJO

"Ibid 112 Thi, issue will b. d.olt with mort fully btlow ch.•

)' Dtep down. it i, sugg.stt'" T.rtulli"" looh fOf • co,op.ration b''''·ten philo,ophy ""d foith. <'.i, historicol
ci<cumst""Cts m.d. it impossible fOf him tith.no ".k Of to comm.nt op.nlY on such. joint nntu" Ibid., 201; cf
f"douill•. Com,."ion. )12

":'!. B. Stritzl.-Y A,p.~~. gtschichtlich.n D.nhns b.i T.rtulli"". J.lC Supp. to (198)). 251, m.h, much ofth.
diifmn" b''''·ten Pl..onic ""d Chri,ti"" ,i.w, ofhisto,Y Stein" (Paideit:.. 201) thin\;, thi, ""tithtsi, might b.
on""Ofhd; but my judg.m.nt i, th.. it points to the chi.f "",w" ofth. puzzl•. which i, found in the oikonomit:.

" Stein". Paideit:.. 205. H. would not pl." lustin tog.th" "ith :'Slti.dts !f.n••us ""d ?<ooulus ifh. h.d ""Y
,ts",..tions .bout hi, philo,ophY :-':otldtch.n took the oppo,ite ,i..,.'



,nOle 011 culture, fOf J!I was nol written al the S3llle time ""d C\'en in OIIe wOfk, the apo!ogN,cum, Tcrrulli""
c"" speak both posw.-dy ""d negaw.-dy of Socrales. P..-h3ps th..-e is no pI";" ""sw..- 10 the relation belween a
complicaled m"" ""d a complicaled cullUre; bur alleasl he c=OI be represenled as the radical opponenl of
thaI culture:"

(iii)-
Tel'lulliQn A, Philo'opher

An old..- accounr"looks al the philosophy behind the pUllle ""d the p...-aoox. Aft..- scriplUre ""d tradition,
Tcrrulli"" places n3lUre as the third source ofknowledge. ReasOll is n3lUral ""d comes from the God who is
himself essential reasOll. CnreasOll comes from the dC\il ""d is ag";,,sl n3lUre (an. 16.2). ReasOll finds God in
the n3lUral Ofd..- of the world (.\!an. L l3.1 ""d Ll8.2).

On the C\1dence of reasOll ""d n3lUre, Tcrrulli"" attacks the ""c;enl philosophies fOf their presumption (ap.
21 A; 'peel. 28A). Philosoph..-s ftrsllook ""d falsified demenls of rC\'ealed IruIh (ap. ~6.7); then curiosity led
them 01110 things which God had nol rC\'ealed (an. 2.7; ap. ~7.3; nat. I A .2). Furth..-, they pcrycrted the

lestimony ofn3lUre (prae,cr. 7.2; an. 1.5) ""d then cur loose from it (an. 2.2). The Ji,'es ofphilosoph..-s (ap.
~6f.) ""d their sole COllCcm fOf gklfy (ap. -16.18) cJ!l fOf criticism. Even Socrales was possessed by a wicked
demon (an. I A ""d 39.3). Th..-e c"" be no common ground belween such worldly wisdom ""d f3ilh in Chrisl
(prae,cr. 7.12). To make things WOfse, h..-ctics han used philosophy 10 falsify the gospd (ap. ~7.9; .\!an.
1.13.3). The Gnostics dem'e from Plalo ""d )..-!...-cion from the Sloic,. Philosoph..-s ...-e the palri...-chs ofh..-esy
(an. 3.1; Herm. 8.3). FinJ!ly, Tcrrulli"" must nOl be <!i\'Ofced from his setting in which pag3llism ""d Christi""i1y
w..-e diamelricJ!ly opposed. Such a setting explains Tcrrulli",,', immod..-ale language ""d inlol..-""ce"

Th..-e is a more f",'ourable ,-jew ofphilosophy juSI as by good luck, ship" in a Slorm, find a h...-bour ""d men
in 100al d...-kness

., Ibid.. 2S---JI

., 1. :-:,,,,,d,, 'poke ofth, '~o".rog'£institigkeit stin" W",m' .lr.ttgno",tkw:. G.t", d." Tmullianw: urJ
Etr..'<!tung in d.""m S,rJif!m 2nd ,dn (B,rlin, ISH), •



find a door, so philosoph..-s smmbl. on th.1ruIh (an. 2.1). Th..-. is also a d• ..,.... principl. al wo.-l. God
rationally o.-d..-.d nann (paen. 1.2) and gaH r.ason thaI nann mighl b. und,,-slood (cor. 4.1). Th. partial
succ.".s ofpagan philosophy d.m,. from th.s. caus.s (an. 2.1). In man and in naru:r. th..-. ar. poinls wh..-.
philosophy and faith join. All thaI is uu. in philosophy is th. hislorically condition.d d,,'dopm.,,1 of th. uu.
r.ason which is r.Hal.d in th. gospd (paen. 1; I.SI. 5.7)') T..-rull:ian conslantly us.s th. Sloic I=s: body,
spirit, subslanc., naru:r. and wo.-d:u As a r.sull, his conC""IS ofb.mg, soul, knowl.dg., God and goodn.ss
b.ar d.ar marks of Sloic influ."c." Th. sam. r.ason which is appli.d 10 naru:ral qu.stions must also b.
appli.d 10 th. inldlig"'l ""ploration ofGod. B.caus. T..-rull:ian s••s th. n••d for rational thrological inquiry, h.
has b• ." plac.d among th. firsl philosophical Christians:"

(i.)-
Claril)· Ihrough Di.junclion

:-'-Ior. and mor. wo.-k r'Hals th. ",,1.,,110 which T..-rull:ian is marhd by classical culru:r.'- H. is a Sloic in
logic as in .!hics and m'laphysics. Philosophy poinls th. way 10 God (.Ilan. 2.27.6; v,rg. 11.6), immortality
(1e.1. ~ .1-8) and .,.." r.SlIlT.ction (1e.1. ~ .9-11). Philosoph..-s and Christians agr•• on many poinls (ap.

H .7). S.".ca, 'oft." on. ofus', Pr.socratics and .,.." Lucr.-tius ar. cit.d with appro,'al. Christianity is th.
'b.n..- philosophy' (pall. 6.2). T..-rull:ian cond=s th. curiosity ofh..-.-tics but comm."ds Hadrian as an
'""plor..- of all curiositi.s' (ap. 5.7). His 0\'" curiosity gOl'S b.yond d=."lary inquiry (re•. 2.11), is insatiabl.
and ,,'..--pr'S"'I.

,
, !touch, Eir.f.u::, llf !touch doim, !hi, poinl os ori~ollo T,rtulli",,; tu' th, ,imilorin' with Justin i, ohious. FOf

Justin, thm wm ",d, oflogo, in """'Ont, "p,ciolh' in th, proph,ts ""d Soc"tt,; th, whol, logo, com, in
Christ

.. wrpu::. 'piritu::. wb';'~nti'; r.aWra ""d ,;m"a Ibid. IS. For. fuller .ccoun' '" :'1. Sp=,u', l~"a:', i"". d.,; pir"
d. !"iglie. (pori" 1917)

" Rauch, Eir.f.u::" 19-11

., R. Ritter, G.cGhich,. d<r PWoeophi< U yo1>. (HomtUf~ lSN-1)), Y 119. Cittd !touch, Eir.f.u::,;, 16

.- Th, mojor rtcen' work which trok< ntW ground, i, h 1.-C. Frtdouilk Tmullim ., la wm,."ion d. la Gulwr<
~ntiqu•. It i, ,nh""ced h th, mor, rtcen' wOO; ofR. Sttiner. <li,cuss,d .bo",



Th..-e ",e initiJl objections againsllaking the AthffiS-J..-uSJl.", formula lit..-ally. Twffil}'-six imitations of 2 COf.
6: H-16" poinllo a still wid..-Ion of amithesis.·' ?\..,.·..-thdess the puz"e r.",ains'o T..-rullian's hostilily 10
philosophy begins al a sup..-£ciall",,'d, wh..-e he attacks the p..-sonJl ddicifficies ofphilosoph..-s and fonows
the satiricJltradition ofArislophanes, Horace, Pelronius and especially Lucian. He gOl'S on 10 mo... s..-ious
objections againsl philosoph..-s: their mood contradictions, inconsislffil beha'iour and dialecticJl display. The
firsl criticism had beffi answ..-ed by Posidonius who claimed thaI disagre""ffil is a pari of life, nol juSI a pari of
philosophy; 10 avcid it one would han 10 g;..'e up life as wen as philosophy." The second criticism
inconsislffiCY bmnffi life and thoughl- is slaled or answ..-ed in Cic..-o, Sffieca, PIut",ch and the many
anecooles ofDiogffies Laertius. Lastly, the slerile v..-bosity ofdial<iaiei is derided by Sffieca," and Lucian
contrasls the practice of justice, wisdom and courage with v..-bJl g}ntion and aporetic "'gutnffil (HermOlimoJ
i9). T..-rullian adapled all these slandard criticisms 10 his 0\'" circumslances. Disputation with h..-etics
prompled his objections 10 dialectic and his call for simplicity (cull. 2.11.2) is a prolection againsl their
eloquffice.

Disjunction becomes a slylistic lie in the writings of T..-rullian. He wanls 10 simplify whal oth..-s han confused.
He resisls (ap. ~6.18) the reduction of Christianity 10 one among many kinds ofphilosophy." He fighls
(praeJer. i.9) on the UllCertain from bmnffi Ol1hodoxy and h..-esy, sdecls the improp..- use ofphilosophy by
h..-etics as the chief source of confusion and recommffids, in this conlexl, the rffiUllciation ofphilosophy.
Simplicity is his concern and disjunction his method.

"Hm P.ul put> th, rhetorical qu"tion: what common ~oUlld has li~t with dmn,,,, Christ with B,lial, b,li"',,
with mfid,l, God', ttmpl, with idols'

"':-;ott al,o th, S,mitic H,ll,ni,tic fomtul. Tl fl'Oi '<oi ooi (Johri H)

,vradouill,. ibid.. J~I-lJ.

"Ep. 'l.l-lJ, 'U-l1, Hl-ll, whm Iuripid", Phami"::l< ,s. i, cit,d: ~',ri..ti, ,;mpltx outio "f

<., U,ing Ii," neologi,m, to "a" hi, point



(1)-
Common Ground

All four solutions recognize the d"pth of the pUlzle" The firsl cOllfesses thaI a rationol solution is nollo be
found Jlld falls back 011 TcrrulliJll' s psychology. The secOlld establishes the claims of classicol culture 011

TcrrulliJll, shows thaI the p.-oblem is thcologicol rath..- thJll psychologicol, bur retires with a trlbure 10 TcrrulliJll' s

p"-SOllol complexity Jlld the confused world 10 which he belonged. The third solution makes TcrrulliJll a
philosoph..- in his own righI, so thaI it is p.-opcr for him 10 hJlldle insoluble p.-oblems. The ftnol solution shows
thaI disjunction is TcrrulliJll's way of clarifying things. This is the besl of the four solutions; bur I think th..-e is

Jlloth..- imporrJllI demenl.

B-
Tbe Perfecf and fbe Imperfecl

An Jllolysis of the puzzle, in the COllW<1 of d<J prae,cr.pt'on<J, falls easily und..- three headings: fJirh as crit..-ion,
summing up in perfection Jlld the discipline of reasOll. The solution of the puzzle lies in the p..-fection of Christ;
when the p..-fecl is come, thaI which is in part,like philosophy, musl be done away. The pUlzle is nol pcculi",
10 TcrrulliJll. Justin says negam'e things abour philosophy in his accounl ofhis p.-e-ChristiJll pilgrimage; yet all
han the sp..-matic logos Jlld Socrales Jlld H..-adirus ",-e ChristiJllS before Chrisl. Clemenl sees philosophy as

a Mor 10 bring the Greeks 10 Chrisl, bur the indi-iduol schools ofphilosophy han 10m the body of IruIh apart.
Clemenl Jlld TmulliJll use philosophy openly Jlld attack fidcism frequently.

(i)-
The Rule ofFaith

:-'-Iuch Henffiistic philosophy is direcled againsl the infinite regress of Sc"ptics who deny the possibility of
knowledge. \\nal TcrrulliJll dislikes abour Gnostics Jlld sc"pticol Sophisls is th.;,- endless

" E. I. Kouri, hnullian urJ di. romicGh" .lr.like (Htlsinki, 1982), .." out contr.", ."d contr.<lictiom ;" I ,rtulli."
."d hi, ;"ttrprtt"'. H, >u~g'''' th.. I,rtulli." <lid compromi.. ;" hi, u.. ofp'~'" cultu". S.. 01'0 th, utid, of I _
C. f"doujJlt, I ,rtullitn. ;" Di"ionr.air< de" pWQcoph" (pori" 198.), n, 2,'81-8 Stoicism pro,idts I ,rtulli." "ith
hi, '""gorits of thought ."d thts, will b, d,finiti,·, fOf th, W,st



WJlldering. ChristiJll philosophizing b.gJll in th. s.cond c."ru:ry with "Pimmology. Clem.,,1 us.d EpiclnJll

Jlld Sloic "Pislemology 10 combal th. Plalonisl r.j.ction oHaith. EpiclnJll Jllticipation ( lrp6A" \f!1~ ) was

th. ,ub'IJllc, of thing, hop.d for, Sloic ass.,,1 (crVYKaTaeEcrl~ ) wa, ChristiJll pi.-l}' (eEocrE~E,a),

p..-c"!>tion (aicr8Tlal<;) wa, p..-c.;..·.d with a ChristiJll n.w .,-. Jlld .ar, th. bibl. wa, th. voic. ofGod

which call.d with th. pow..- of Sir.", voic.,. Plalonisl" who d.rugral.d faith ( TTiaTlt; ) in fa"our of

knowl.dg. (ETTlcrn;IJT"), had 10 acknowl.dg. thaI th.y could nol han knowl.dg. (STTlaT~IJTl)of
th.ir firs! principb for th..-. wa, nothing high..- from which ,uch principb mighl b. inf.,.,..d."

Clem."I', sixth argum.,,1 for faith is anribUl.d by C;c..-o 10 Z."o (.{cad. 1A If.) in Jll nl."d.d form which ..-Is
oUl th.s. claim,

I. Ass.,,1 is a volunlary acl.

2. Only thos. s."sibl. pr.s.mation" which poss." clarity Jlld ar. cognru..·. pr,s"'lation" ar. wOl1hy oHaith
(fide,).

3. Cognru..·. s."sation is knowl.dg. (,c,entia), irremonabl. by r.asoning. All oth..- s.",ation is ignorJllc,
(iruc',mtia).

5. HffiC.ZffiO grJllI.dfid", also 10 th. S"'S", b.caus. a grasp achi.nd by s."s. was UU. Jlldfid"Ii"
b.caus. it 1.1 go nothing which was capabl. ofb.-ing its obj.C1, Jlld b.caus. nann had gi-.'ffi a canon (or
criI..-ion) Jlld a firsl principl. of itsd£.

6. Antiochus ofAscalon acc"!>l.d this as Jll indication thaI th. Sloics d.,·.Jop.d rath..- thJll r.j.C1.d th.
tradition of Plalo Jlld ArisIOU•.

Clem."I', ,ummary of th. argum.,,1 is bri.f Jlld h. \uongly (b.caus. ofAntiochus) anribUl's it 10 ArisIOU.: th.
judgem.,,1 conc.-ming th.1ruIh of a pr.s."lation d.cid.s wh.th..- it is faithful Jlld this \'..-dicl is r.ach.d by faith,
using faith's own criI..-ion. h..,lhing b.gins from th. rul. oHaith as th. SloiciPlalonic criI..-ion of1ruIh.·'

., S.. E. F. O,born, .\rgum,nt> fOf f",th m Cl,m,n' of .'J,x=dri" rc 'S (19'1'). 1 "

., S.. th, excell,n' <li,cm,;om m: ? Huh ond G. :-:..1(,d,) T/;~ ai/erion ojtruth, FS G.~rg.K'if.rd(l;"'rpool

19S~) ond G. Stri\;". KplTTlpiov Tfis &J\ T'16El"'; .\:l ~-G: Phil hi" KIx". (191.). j 1-110



which T..-rull:i"" assimilal's Gr••k philosophy imo Christi"" thrology, ,- From Antiochus 10 Alcinous, dogmatic
Plalonism b.g"" its fighl againsl SC"pticism with th. Sloic I.aching of th. criI.rion ""d cmainly," Antiochus
found cmainly in th. cognru..,. impr.ssions which h. id.mifi.d (contrary 10 Sloic mal.nalism) with th. id.as of
PlaIO,'; Alcinous npound.d th. criI.rion as th. firsllopic ofhis dial.ctic (d:d, ~) h. distinguish.d th. faculty

which judg.s, th. obj,cl ofjudg=~l1 ""d th. judg=~l1mad., Both th. faculty ""d th. judg=~l1 could b.
S.ffi as th. criI.nOll, Th. obj.m judg.d J:f. inl.n.crual for th. SffiS.S cannOl r.ach b.yond opinion,

Cl=ffil's accounl of th. rul. or criI.rion b.cam. th. mosl import""l of his J:fgumffilS for faith, T..-rull:i"" us.d it
in his pr.-lffid.d b"" 011 philosophy, as h. adh..-.d 10 Sloic logic ""d J:fgu.d ,igorously, For him inquiry is only
possibl. whffi \H folk>w our criI.rion, th. rul. offaith, which Chrisllaughl ""d \H conf.ss (praeJcr, 13), \\.•

may s••k ""d find as long as \H wish if\H hold 01110 th. rul., 'To know nothing againsl th. rul. is 10 know
,,'..-ything' (praeJcr, H ,5), Th. np""sion of th. rul. offaith from 'J.sus Chrisl is lord' lal..- achi,,'.s a doubl.

aspl'c!: it is th. 100al Conlffil ofr",.al.d truth ""d also a lisl of J:fIicb offaith, As it is corrdam'. 10 faith, truth,
doctrin., I.aching, instruction ""d pl.dg., '" dil'ficulti.s w..-. bound 10 ans. from such a "id. r""g. of
m.aning., "

(;;)-
Summing up All Thing, in Ch,ul

(0) that th", ;, only om God, ""d th.. h. ;, not other th"" the Cf...Of ofthi, world who pro<luctd .n thin~, out of
nothing through hi, wOfd

,- S.. E. F Q,bom R•.,on ""d the rule off",,,, ;" R Willi""" (.d.), n. making ofOr'had~X)' FS H Chad" ;,k
(Cambridg., l>S~), '~l. Cl.m.nt 'p••h ofth. c""on ofth. church which ;"clud" the conf.,,;on ofth••".ntiol
.rod" off",th(",.om. 1,11. '10)

., S.. <li,ru";on;,, 1. :'!. Dillon, n~ .\lid}i. Pia'on;", (london 1911), 6)-9 ""d 21)---{;

.; Ibid.. 9)

" G. G. Blum, Der B.griif d" '>"po"oli"h.n im th.ologi"h.n D.nhn T.rtu11i."" K";.-gma urJ Dogma, 9 (1%)) 102
l!. Th. d",tlopm.nt of m.gi"'riol PO'''''''' w., om .",w.fto the probl.m, S.. D",id R=\;in. T.rtu11i",,', m. ofth.
"'Ofdpo''''~. J?Jl 19.1 (19'11), 1-9



whom h, son' fonh fir" of.Jl (b) th.. thi, wo,d i, c.u,d hi, ,on ""d und" th, n=, of God w., ,,,n in <liJfmn'
w.n bY th, p.inorch" h,ord .. .u tim" in th, proph,t>, (0) .. 1." brou~, down bY th, 'pm' ""d pow" ofth,
f.th" in,o th, ,ir~ :'!or" h, w., m.d, 11"h in h" womb, ""d b,ing bom ofh,,,nn' fonh ., I,m, Christ; from
th,n on h, pr..ch,d th, mw low ""d mw promi" ofth, l;ingdom ofh,,,',n, won;,d mir.d,,; (d) h.,ing boon
crucifi,d h, '0" .~oin th, third d.,"; uhn up in,o th, h,,,',m h, , .... th, ri~'h""d ofth, f.th..-; h, "n' in hi,
pl.", th, pow" ofth, HoI" Spm' '0 l..d b,li,,'m; h, will com, with gl"". '0 uh th, ,oint> '0 th,ir ,njo"m,n' of
,,',d."ing lif, ""d ofth, h,.,',nl" promi", ""d '0 cond,mn th, wichd '0 ,,',d."ing fir, oft" th,,, h.", both
boon ,oi"d '0 lif, with th,ir ll"h ""o,,d

This rul. CJlll. from Christ, Jlld only h..-.-t:ics will qu.stion it.

H..-. th. pm.ction of th. son of God imph.s that his pow..-, pr'S""C', uuth Jlld r.alit}' .,,-. UlJi,'..-sJ!. Th..-. ;s
nothing which CJll b. add.d 10 him. Th. son of God compl.l.s cr.ation, r.slor.s whal had fall.." away,
r.d• ..",s whal was lost." In mod..,." I=S, juSI as th. UlJi,'''-s, has b• .." 'ftn'-lUn.d'" 10 produc. humJllity, so
humJllity has b• .." 'ftn'-lUn.d' 10 produc. J.sus Christ.

For T..-rull:iJll as for Ir.."arns" r.capitulation consisls of thr•• groups of conc"pIS. Firsl th..-• .,,-. 100alit}',
pm.ction Jlld corr.ction, s.condly, hislOf)' Jlld Chrisms \ ";CIOf, Jlld thirdly th. @"'. acti-.uy in b..mg,
goodn.ss Jlld uuth. Th. mJllY combinations Jlld p=utations of th.s. 6ghl conc"pIS pr.clud. th. possibility of
compr.h.."sion without JllJ!ysis."

R.capitulation com.s as th. climax ofhislory, ofth••conomy which runs from th. Alpha 10 th. Om.ga, Jlld
which d.d.,,-.s th. triumph of Chrisms \ ";CIOf." In God's UlJi,',,-s', sin musl b.

".. In thi, w." I"n..", ch.u,ng" th, doirn, ofGno"i" '0 go b,,,ond I,m, ""d hi, go,pol Ihm i, nothing l,ft '0
b, dom oft" th, 'ouli,,· ofChri"..'ill,w..-, '0 :'!orcion ""d '0 th, l,w, or, .bo includ,d: I,m, brin.. ",..tion '0
it> p"f"tion ""d ,um, up th, old <li'p,m.tion

"., Iou" 10hri ?oll.in~om,', good pin"

"In I"n..", th, follo'-'ing th,m" or, found in th, d ....rctJ:: lu:er.c,,: hi"o,," (i.9 i.1 U, i.ID) Chri,tu, \'ietOf (i.HI
1.2 U); 'otoli,,· ofb,ing (i.21.10, •.6.1) goodm» ('.12.1, '.Ii,,) truth (i. pre! ""d I); p"f"tion ofb,ing ('.19, 20, H.I),
goodm» (l.i8.1, i, 1.16.2) truth (i.IU, 2.27); comction ofb,ing (1.12.6, 1. It) goodm» (i.20.2, -I ..U) truth (i.16.6-S)

" F0' "" " ..nd,d ""oJni, ofthi, compl" id,,, '" m" I/;~ .mergm" o!CrJ!"!~n'};~olog:y(C=bridg., 19'1i), 1',--,
""d ,9'i--iM; oJ,o Ih. logic of "capitul.tion, in E. Rom"o·?o" (.dJ Plitrom", FS, .l. Ort, (S""ti.go d, Compo>ttlo,
19'IO),"I-il

" lhi, th.m. h., olr••<h' b..n <li,o",,,d in dttoij in ch. I



cOlTecled by going back 10 the fim transgression, reversing it and then bringing eTCl)'lhing 10 the proper and
perfecl end which God inlended. Perfection;s the goal fOf any world made by God. Terrullian's rule offaith
covers these three poinlS. Totality (all things were crealed by God through his wo.-d who was heard al all times
in the prophels), cOlTection (Jesus preached a new law and a new promise) and perfection'- (the SOfl and wo.-d
was al thelasl b.-oughl down inlo the \-irgin :-"bry, was crucified, risen and ascended 10 the righl hand of the

father, whence he will reru:m 10 lake his sairlls 10 the hea"en!)' fulfihnenl of all the promises) enable the SOfllo
finish the wo.-k which the father has ,,",'en him 10 do. All musl be cOlTecled and perfecled in rec.pitulation. In
Terrullian' s pUlzle, perfection has priority; in his par.dox, \n shall see th.1 cOlTection ;s the theme.

(iii)-
Dv.ciplilll! ofRea,oll

The rejection ofAthens occurs within an exlended argumenl againsl heresies; secOfld-cenlU:ry Christian writers

commonly IJIk and argue .bourlrulh in the cOfllexl ofheresy." To learn wh.1 they thoughl abourlrulh and
reasOfl, we h.n 10 read their dispur.tion with heresy.

(I) Heretics are no surprise (praeJcr. 1.1);" we were lold 10 expecl them Q.-btt. 7.15 and 2~A, 11,2~;1

Thess. 3.1-3 and 2 Pel. 22.1).

(2) Heresy;s like • feTer which simply exiSIS and does harm bec.use th.I;S the reasOfl fOf its exislence

(praeJcr. 2.1). A heresy may lopple the weok man bur it cannol sland .gainsl strong faith. Humans are prone 10
be loppled. Ifheresy claims the odd

,- Some "holm find it difficult '0 combm. the notions of correction ""d p.rfection, "g, CR Smith writt,
'"capitulation i, not a d.finition of Hei!'gecGhi,ht< ., the ta,k of"storing conditions b.for. the fall, bu' rath" ""
insi"'n" on the .».ntia! humony ofth. true ,ottriologica! ta,k tha, of bringing hum"';'" from it> Id.nic st... of
ini""",' '0 the true maturi,,· of God_hh",»' (Chili.,m ""d "capitulation in the th.olog". ofl"na'n>, fC 'S (IW1),
J)~), How,,''', I"na'n> 'p.al<, both ofth. fall ""d ,,,'oration of Adom (Iu:", l,IH~) ""d of hi, ris< from inf""",'
(Iu:", USA), Whil. mOlilind h., fall.n;n .Hom, God', gra" tum, the racia! cat.,troph. ;n,o put ofth. pro,,» of
"d.mption

" Thi, i, not what a ,.....nti.th.".n'u'y "ad" would "'p.et or .njOY F0' "" "'.nd.d ,rudy of T.rtulli",,', approach '0
h""Y '" P, A, Gfoma~" I1linguaggio ""iologico ;n T.rtulli""o, l'approachio co"ohco all'""i" .lug 21 (I>Sl),
$61-)10

"W. follow the "'gum.n' ofth. de praecaiptione Iu:"eti,orum



bishop, d.acOll, widow Of .,..." mart}T, thaI do.s nol disCfNliI th. rul. offailh, fOf th. rul. I.SIS and is nol

I.md by P..-SOllS (praeJcr. 3A).

(3) Sinc. \n han b• ." wam.d about h..-.sy and apostasy, \n must pmn all things and hold fasllo whal is
good (praeJcr. ~.I).

(~) Philosophy is th. mal..--ial of th. world's wisdom which inl..-p<.-IS God's nalUr. and disp."satiOll with 100

much sp••d and nol """ugh thoughl (praeJcr. 7). Bdlind th. sc.".s, th. ultimal. caus. ofh..-.sy is philosophy.
\·al.,,!inus' a=s and fOllllS com. from Plalo, :-'·brcion's tranquil God is a Sloic, th. Epic,nans p<oduc.d a

soul which is lllOfIal, fOf Z."o God was mad. ofman..-, and fOf H..-aclirus God was fir•. H..-.-tics and
philosoph..-s fOf.,.'''- argu. about and p<DpOS' succ,s';'" answ..-s fOf th. sam. qu.stions: th. origin and
PIlfp<>S' of .,.il, th. sou,n ofman and th. mann..- ofhis origin (und. malum.-l quar.~.-I und. homo.-l
quomodo"') (praeJcr. 7.5).

T..-rulIian's obj.ctions againsl his philosoph..-s cOllc."tral. 011 th.-ir incOllsisl."cy and inl..-minabilily. Dial.ctics

build up and th." pull down. Th"}' ar. ",'a,;,'" wildly COllj'ClUral, harsh in argum"'I, troubbom., inftniIdy
r.-tractabl. and incOIIclu';" •. Th"}' p<oduc• ."dbs g.".alogi.s (I Tim. I A) by m.ans of th. b,nauCfatic

fallacy which introduc.s p 10 rdal' x and y, th." q 10 rdal' x and p, th." r 10 rdal' p 10 y, usd.ss qu.stions
(Tims 3.9), canc..-ous wOfds (2 Tim. 2.17) and ,'ain d.c61 (Col. 2.8).

(5) This is why th..-. must b. s"paration bmn." Ath."s and J..-usal=, acad=y and church, h..-.-tics and
Christians (praeJcr. 7.9). Th. po.-ch of Solomon, wh..-. Christian p<.aching b.gan is marhd by simphcity of
h.an (Wisd. L1). Th..-. can b. no Sloic, Plalonic and dial.ctical Christianity, no p<.cious curiosily aft..
poss.ssion of Chrisl J.sus, no inquiry aft..- th. gospd has b• ." b.h.,.·.d, nihil ultra credere is th. final ,'..-dicl.

'S••k and you will find' (praeJcr. 8.2) m.ans thaI th..-. is a p<op..- curiosily in cOlltrasllo th. nil-picking
scrupulosity ofh..-.-tic •. Th. command was spok." al th. b.ginning of Chrisl' s minislr)"o wh." th..-. was still

doubl 3S 10 who h. W3S. Th..-. is

'0 Thi, doim i, in'm,ting beeous< historico! tug"i, wos unusuo! in Ttrtulli",,', doy



on. ddinil. thing taughl by Chrisl, which should b. soughl. \\-. should s••k in Ofd..-Io find, find in Ofd..-Io
b.li.,.'•. S••king musl continu. until th. fulln." of Chrisl is r.ach.d (praeJcr. 9.5).-'

(6) \\-. should folk>w th. disciplin. ofr.ason, which shows thaI th. command has thr•• pJ:fls: man..-, tim. and
1tmiI. Th.s. poinllo th. thr•• qu.stions and th.ir answ..-s: whal musl \H s••k? (Chrisl's I.aching), whffi musl
\H s••k? (until Chrisl's I.aching;s found), and how long musl \H s••k? (until whal is found is b.li.,.·.d)
(praeJcr. 10.1f) Th. only purpos. of s••king;s 10 find and th. only purpos. offinding;s 10 b.li.,.'. (finis
qua"-ffidi, statio cr.dffidi') (praeJcr. 10.7).

(7) H..-.-tics should nOl b. allmHd 10 "'gu. from th. scripnn which do.s nOl b.long 10 thffil (praeJcr. 15A).
This;s th. main 'pr.scription' Of r.straining "'gutnffil aim.d al ""cluding h..-.-tics. Argutnffil o\"..- scripnn
produc.s a bdly-ach. Of a h.adach. (nisi plan. U! aU! slomachi quis in.al ",'..->ionffil aU! c..-dm') (praeJcr.
16.2). H..-.-tics mutibl' th. 1""1 of scripnn Of, WOfS. still, p..-Hrt its m.aning by logical =0.-, which combin.s
and sd.m irrationally, plays on ambiguity and gm nowh..-., until critical qu.stions "'. ashd (praeJcr. 17.1
5). Th. disciplin. of r.ason asks th.s. critical qu.stions: 'Among whom b.longs thaI \'"')' faith which th.
scriprur.s po".,,? From whal original sourc., through whom, whffi, and 10 whom, has b.ffi hand.d down thaI
disciplin. by which Christians "'. mad.'" \\11..-. th..-. is Iru. Christian disciplin. and faith, \H shan find Iru.

scriprur., Iru. ""position and an Christian traditions (praeJcr.19.2).-'

\\11..-. th..-. ;s a f.", of God, th..-. ;s th. b.gtnni:ng ofwisdom and gravila.l hOn<!JIa, whi!. diligffiC' and
c",dUln.ss "'. malch.d by an Ofd..-.d ministry and community and by a church which is uniI.d and b.longs 10
God. So th. disciplin. of r.asonl.ads 10 IruIh and pr"p",ation fo.- judgffilffil (praeJcr.

-, ":'0 om ,hould b, .,h"""d of progr'''; for "',n;,, Christ \;no"1,dg' go" through dilfmnt st.g'" (pud. l.ll
12)

-, I ,rtulli"" i, tod.\" criticiz,d bee.uS<, oft" h""ging '0 much on historical mcce"ion, ;" th, ,nd, h, put> hi, own
consci,nce b,for, tr.dition. S.. :'!uni", 10 tr.clition 'postohqu' chtl I,rtullitn, 192



~3.5). Th. ",m. gospd;s th. rul. which runs from Alpha 10 Om.ga Jlld n.",,- chJllg.s. Th. judg. whom JlI
musl fac.;s nol going 10 withdraw his originJl doctrin.s in Ofd..-Io SP"'-' thos. who musl slJlld bd'Of. him.

T..-rul1iJll dos.s by saying thaI this If.atis.;s a prd'ac. Jlld a g.-n..-Jl rdUtatioo of JlI h..-.si.s, without using
scriprurJl ...-gum.-nl on poinls of d.lail.") It m"hs formJl obj.ctioos which ...-. cl• ...-, juSI Jlld n,c,ssaf)' (c..-tis
.-I iustis .-I n.c.ssariis pra.scriptionibus') (praeJcr. 4~.13). It;s a IogicJl dd'.-nc. which claims a criI..--ion of
di--in. 1ruIh. C;c..-o had mochd th. Epic,.... Jll rul. b.caus. it must han fJll.n from h.",·.-n, if its pr.-l.-ntious
cbims w..-. 10 b. r,sp"md (defimbu.l L19.61lf.). ChristiJllS clJim.d th"l th.ir rul. Jlld gospd had com.
from h.",·.-n Jlld th"l th. incam"l. logos includ.d rath..- thJll pr.clud.d th. disciplin. of r.ason. Th..-. was no
ncus. which mighl justify th. ,,'asion ofp..-siSI.-n1 thoughl. J..-usJl= do.s nOl n••d Ath.-ns b.caus. it has
includ.d Jlld gon. b.yond it.

Fonm'-ing th. chos.-n criI..--ion of1ruIh, Cl=.-nl ofAlnJlldria was abl. 10 sd,cl, from dilf..-.-nl schools, th.
righl kind ofphilosophy 10 form Jll .cl.ctic whol. which h. cJll.d 'philosophy'. Furth..-, ifby philosophy ;s
m.JllI th. practic. of ...-gum.-nl, as wh.-n Cl=.m claims th. n.c.ssil}' ofphilosophy b.caus. on. would han 10
...-gu. 10 pron it sup..-fluous, th.-n JlI s.cond-c.-nlUry ChristiJllIhi:nk..-s (,,'.-n TatiJll) w..-. discipb ofAth.-ns.
Ind••d, ChristiJll thrology cam. inlo .,uSlffiC. Jlld Europ'Jll thoughl b.gJll, b.caus. of th. practic. of
...-gum.-nl, which was l.aml from Ath.-ns Jlld us.d accOfding 10 th. rul. offJilh Of CJnOll of1ruIh.

c-
Finali~' of Chrisl As a Solution fO the Puzzle

Th..-.;s no pbc. fOf curiosil}' oft..- Chrisl Jlld th..-.;s no n••d fOf inquiry oft..- th. gospd. In th. c.-nlf. ofhis
...-gum.-nl slJllds th.

") Th, hn\; of 'criptur, with church Ifaelition h", i, ;n"'''ting. T,rtulli",,', historicol doirn th.. ceftoin church"
po",,, und,fil,d faith i, hn\;,d with hi, doirn fOf apostolic succession of office (st, T,h".... btlow p. IS I). It i,
historicoll,. I,,, strua th"" th, <Gputjid.i which h, find, ;n th, criticol centr, of 'criptur, (st, btlow p. 11))
.\rgurn,nt with h",ti" about th, centr, ""d limit> of 'criptur, g"" him a h,adach, Of b,llY"ach, (pra.ca. 16.2)
how,,'''. ""d h, wos not;n a po,ition to elisco,",' th, historicol w,oJ.n,,, of "",. fOml ofhistoricol succession; h,
th",fOf' ustd th, rul, which h, had acei,',d



claim of T..-rull:ian fOf th. perf.ction of Chrisl. Lil:. Justin, who ,aw , ••d, of logo, in all human b.mg,
(.sp.ciany in philosoph..., and proph.-t,) '0 thaI Socral., wa, a Christian bd'Of. Chrisl, T..-rull:ian b.li.nd thaI
th. whol.logos had com. in Chri'l. H. could .ncourag. philo,oph..., 10 mon 01110 p..-f.ction in Chrisl. To
,ugg.sl thaI an}"lhing should b. add.d 10 Chrisl wa, 10 d.-lly th. criI..-ioo of th. gospd.

Fo.- T..-rull:ian th.... ...-. !hr•• ,lag" in th. d,,'dopmffillow...-d, th. Christian gospd: narural r.ligion,
philo,ophy and Judaism. Th.,. may all b. r.cogniz.d; th. chid' =0.-;, 10 Ial:. 011. ofthffil a, th. final ,lag'. '
Th. p..-f.ction of Chrisl ;, th. clim"" of a hislO!)' which includ., Gr••k philo,ophy. Aft... th. rul. th.... ;s no
n••d for philosophy b.caus. it ha, b• .-II ,umm.d up in Chrisl. Summing up m.an, lotality and perf.ction. Th....
i, difficully with using philosoph..., who cam. aft... Chrisl. T..-rull:ian m• .-t, thi, problffil by ,aying thaI Sffi.ca i,
,a~p" nO'I~r, 011. ofu,. \\-• ...-. n."", hi,. Th. ,am. problffil had .xisl.d with Judaiz , who wanl.d 10 add
th. practic. of th. Law 10 th. gospd. Paul ""pIaim 10 th. Galatian, thaI th.-y' han r.,· ,.d th. o.-d... of thing,;
law pr.c.d., gospd, f1.sh pr.c.d., spirit, th. pa,dagogo, pr.c.d., fr••dom. To impron 011 th. gospd i, 10
dffiy it.

\\-. , •• h.... thaI th. k.-y' id.a;, nol hamm....d r..,.tim·.!y (Irffiarn, had don. thaI); rath..., it ,lay, in th.
background and dominal" th• ...-gumffil. It i, 'laI.d n.gam'dy al th. b.ginning. \\1ml ind••d ha, Athffi' 10 do
with J=,alffil, whal cOllco.-d i, th.... bmn.-ll th. AcadffilY and th. church, whal bmn.-ll h....-tic, and
Christian,~ 'L.I thffil b.w...-. who put forw...-d a Sloic, Plalonic, dial.ctical form of Christianity. Fo.- us th.... i,
no n••d of curiosity aft... Chrisl, no n••d of inquiry aft th. Gospd. \\11.-11 \n han b.li.,·.d \n han no d.s;'-.
10 add 10 our faith. Fo.- this i, our prim"')' faith thaI th is nothing furth... which \n oughllo b.li.". (pra~,cr.

7.11-13). It ffil...g.' obliqudy al th. ffid of th. d" pra~,cr.pl'on"ha~rN,corom,wh.... ,...-casm poru-ay'
Chrisl a, ,aying, 'I OIIC. gan th. gospd and th. doctrin. ofth. ,aid rul. 10 my apo,tl.,; but aft...w...-ds it wa,
my pl.asur. 10 mal:. cOllM...abl. chang., in itl' (pra~,cr. ~~ .8)

-, S.. ? ),!on"o= Hiotai" Imirai" d. I'.lfriqu. d.ritimn., "01. 1 Tmullim ., k origimo (pui, IWI), iiS



Th. ftnJl pffi.ction of Chrisl ,ok'.s .ach ConfronlatiOll which T..-rull:ian pr.s.ms. -, H. poinls Romans and J.ws
10 Chrisl 'born fOf th. sak'ation of all' (ap. 21.17). Aga;,lSI th. \'Jlffitinians, Chrisl;s no m..-. angd, bUl th. '011.
b.ar..- of sak'atiOll' (cam. H.3) who cam. nol juSIIO b. S.ffi (cam. 12.6), bUlIO san, and 10 san nol a f.w
bUl all. His fbh;s th. 'bing. 011 which sak'ation hangs' (r",. 8.2). Againsl ),-Iarcion, th. incarnation off..-s ftnJl
r.d.-mption through th. r.JI fl.sh of Chrisl (cam. 5.10; .Ilan. 2.27.7). Againsl th. )'-Ionarchians, th. dim"" of
sak'ation;s th. coming ofth. SOlI from th. fath..- inlo th. world (Prax. 2.1). Th. fath..- did nol spar. th. SOlI
bUl d.u.·..-.d him up fOf us all (Prax. 30.3; Rom. 8.32 and Isa. 53.6). Th. SOlI, nol th. fath..-,;s mad. a curs.
fOf us (Prax. 29.3; GJI. 3.13). Y.-I it;s th. 011. God th. fath..- who did ,,'..-,"lhing which was don. by th. SOlI
(Prax. 16.7). Th. 'ftnJl ffid';s in th. hands ofth. '011 who will d.u.,,,- th. kingdom 10 th. fath..-, thaI God may
b. all in all (Prax. ~ .2; I COf. 15.2~ff.). Th. pffi.ction ofJ.sus Chrisl as SOlI of God and sa'",ur was th.
s.cr.-l of simplicity, th. rul. offaith and th. canon of1ruIh.

T..-rull:ian's acc"planc. of th. COIIC"p1 of rul. Of criI..-ion of IruIh l.ans him opffi 10 som. of th. obj.ctions,
anc;ffil and mod.,.", againsl this COlIC"pl. It should b. nol.d, how.""" thaI th. mosl influffitiJl mod.,." apology
fOf Christian faith-, Iahs T..-rull:ian', ,i.w offaith as rationJl choic., and thaI h. and his pagan pr.d.c.ssOfs
w.... cOIIc=.d 10 limit faith 10 mal:. room fOf r.asOll. Lit..-alisl un.as. 0"'" dilf"-ffil ,·...bJl forms of th. rul.
may b. r""",nd by th. distinction bmnffi SffiS. and rd'..-ffic •. --

His mon Jlso ducidal.s th. tir.som. probl.", ofwh.th..- h. and Cl.",ffil should b. calI.d 'philosoph..-s'
loday; th..-.;s no doubl thaI th." phi1osophiz.d Of argu.d. Both look th. Christian rul. offaith and th.
scripnns which thaI rul. summariz.d as th.... criI..-ion of1ruIh. This was a philosophicJl mon in thaI
philosoph..-s al thaI tim. wOfhd with a canOll of som. kind. It was a strikingly dilf"-ffil kind of canOll,
how.,·..., so thaI it cr.al.d a n.w

-, \';01""0. Cri,;'a Sdcad". 2Jl---{;).

-, <("", KUng', book Exi"im GOlf' [Da.,; Gad ui,f'J 0!Unch,n 1915; london, l>SO) ,old hundr,d, ofthous""d, of

copi" in Ii," l""guag"

F"g", <li,tinction b'N·ten Sinn ""d Bd.uwr.g point> to th, way in which 1 tim", 1 tim" 1 tim" l. Stim" I .n
"f,fto S



bnguage. The contrasl bmnen p..-ccption as the criterion of IruIh and scriprure Of rule as criterion of IruIh
could ha:rdly be greal..-. T..-rulIian, we shall sec, b.-eaks dm'll thaI pa:radigm shift when he speaks of the
scriprures as presenting a cognru..'e impression which c<>lllpCls belief -, Furth..-, the usc oflil..-arure in the anc;enl
world, wh..-e pocII)' ..f..-ed as an encyclopedia of ethics, politics, hislO!)' and ledlllology, a "asl slOfehouse of
wisdom and knowledge:; made the usc of the bible less shocking. How.",,-, the mon;s '",lenl and the firsl
cenruries of Christian thoughl presenl the assimilation of this strange body of IruIh inlo philosophy, so thaI by
Augustine the dilf..-ence bmnen philosophy and theology no long..- makes sense. \\lIen Clemenl and
T..-rulIian speak of a Christian philosophy, thcif speech;s mClaphorical; when we come 10 Augustine the
mClapho.- has died 10 become pari ofthelanguage'O

Finally, T..-rulIian's theme dm'es from scriprure. The warning againsl philosophy and ,'ain deceit accOfding 10

the tradition ofmen (Col. 2.8);s justified by the claim, 'FOf in Chrisl the pe&ction of the godhead chnns
embodied and you han been b.-oughllo p..-fection in him, who;s the head of .,...-y firsl-principle and
pow..-' (Col. 2.9, 10)." It;s fema:rkable thaI T..-rulIian docs nOl quole this lexl. \\1li1e he quoles Col. 2.8
(prae,cy. 7.7), he pUIS the subslance of Colossians 2.9 and 10 inlo his m'll wOfds in the antithesis bmnen
Athens and Jerusalem (prae,cr. 7.12). This shows thaI he;s thinking and nol m..-dy citing, using scriprure as a
criterion nOl as an Ofade. In a simila:r way the wOfds of Clemenl (.(rom. 7.1.1) claim 10 draw their life and

b.-eath from the meaning (VOVV), nol thelen..- (AE~IV), of scriprure. Th..-cfOfe T..-rulIian;s able 10 add 10

the disjunction of Colossians the economy of sal"ation which he finds in Ephesians and Galatians. \\lIal has
Athens 10 do with Jerusalem~ E"..-ything, pro'ided you tranl (economy class) by way ofEphesus and
disemba:rk al Jerusalem.

-, s .. btlow ch.'. Cl,m,nt w,nt funh" ""d found th, world offom" in ,criptur,; fot JJbinus <lioltctic ""d th,
form' pro'id'd th, criterion of truth

-, E. A. H,,·tloc\.: Profa" t~ Plata (OJ:fotd, 1%)), ~J.

'0 Donold D"id,on has ,hown th, .ppropri.te"'» ofthi, w",' oftolhng .bout met.phot. ,\\11.. met.phot, m,,,,,' in
Irqutrt" inta truth arJ int<rpr<tatton (OJ:fotd, 19S_), 2'1---4<

" 6Tl Iv cniT~KctTOIKii TfCtv TO Tf),f\pwI'C Ti\; 6E6TflTO; OWI'O"TIKW;. Kat IoT~ Iv cniTe;>



Chapter 3
Ihe Paradox:
Credible Because Inept

:'!y booh .. thi, 'poch ["~ott a mod,m nonlist] ifth,y <lid no' "tuolly ",,-, '0 irri,... th, <li,otd". putook i, will
b, p"eei,-,d. lotgtly in th,ir ima~inati,-, ..,d incom'qu,ntiol natuf'. ofth, chotaottri,tic quolitit> ofth, <li,otd"
i",~·. I w,ll "m,mb". "",ong oth", T,rtu11i..,', 'D, Cotm Chri,tl' in which th, uninttlligibl, "nt,nee
':.!ortuus t>' Dei filiu,; Cf,<libil, t>' quia in,ptum ,st; " "pultu, rt>urr,xrt; eertum t>' quia impo»ibil, t>' [Th, ,on
of God h., <li,d: thi, i, b,li,,-abl, beeau" i,i, ,ilh-; buri,d h, h., ri"n a~om: thi, i, ee"om beeau" i, i,

impo"ibl,] , occupi,d my un<li,id,d tim" fot m..,y w"h of laborious ..,d fruitl", in,-"ti~ation.l

Oth..-s han been less fornmale, because th.;,- fruitful innstigations pmduced de...-, but folse, results which han
encouraged irrationol piely_

T..-runiJll is fJlllOUS fot his p...-adox (cam_ 5A),' which is commooly misquoled JIld seen as the ...-chelype of
irrationol faith.' Yel his mosl assiduous modem edilot JIld IrJllslalot writes, 'This is Olle of the mosllucid
sections of T..-runiJll' s wo.-k, in which his Latin flows with UllwOOled ease JIld p..-spicuity_" Is this claim, asks
"""th..-, 'UllCOllscious humour'~' Some writ..-s loke the passage by itself JIld find irrationJlism, while oth..-s look
al the COllI",,1 JIld

1Ed,ot JJl.., Po, Bmllic. A ,01,. in Th, ur,dridgdEdg~r .Wan Po<. ,d. T. :'!o»m.., (Philad,lphi., 19S)), 11S

, Th, potadox h., "'-0 ,pisttmologicol form" Cf,dibili,,- ..,d ee".un,,- Th, ,thicol form (~on pud<t quia pud,r.du",) will
b, comidmd wh,n w, look .. T,rtu11i..,', ,thi"

) Cf. I WI"""". Hio,"ry' ofi"'<rpr<t~'ion (london ISS~). IS~, who writt, of T,rtu11i..,: 'h, adopttd th, potadox Cr<d~

quia """urdu", "'. ..,d th, wild conclu,ion th.. th, mot' "pu~.." '0 ,ound ".,on a stattm,n' wos i, ou~, '0 much
th, mot' '0 b, d"m,d worthy of God'

, E. r,-..". hrwllian', "',a'i" on ,};~ i",amo,ion (london. 19l~). 10)_



TenulIi",,'s paradox is a crud lesl fOf sOfli:ng oUl those who ""J!}'se argum~m from those who do not :>-\oSI
""-Of is caused by the allempllo use the paradox in settings wh..-e it do.s nol bdOf!g.' TenulIi"" \uOIe thaI

x. (l) He is nOl ashJllled of the crucifixion ofGod's SOf! because it is necessarily shJllldUl.
(2) The death of God's SOf! musl be beliend because it is inepl.
(3) His buriJi ""d resurrection is certain because it is imposSIble.

Y. All this c"" only be UUe ifhe had flesh which could die, be buried ""d rise again.

l. Chrisl had 1\\0 Subsl""ce" <!i\-ine ""d hum"", 1\\0 Slales, 1\\0 narures. This may be prond 'The pow..-s of
the spirit prond him 10 be God, his sulf..-ings prond his hum"" flesh.' Th..-efOfe '''1Iy h"j,'e Chrisl with a lie?
He was wholly thelrulh' (i.e. both God ""d m",,) (cam. 5A-g).

\\1Ial han scholars made of the paradox? One group has inlerpr~ed it as irrationJl; the oth..- has secn it as
rationJi.

A
IrrafioDalisllDlerprelalioDs

\\.e shJ!llook firsl al the main irrationalisl inlerpr~ations psychologicJl, empiricisl ""d medi,,'aIisl.

(;)-
SeuNJlic Fide;'",

Because ofhis psychologicJl problem,- TenulIi"" opposes the one irrationJlIruIh of the gospd 10 the m""y
rationJi accounls' ""d makes ineptimde the lesl fOf credibilily (cam. 5). His cxdu,;,,'e fidcism musl nol be
qualified; This is TenulIi",,' s 'position pure' in

'Itotionol ftConstruction ond historicol ftConstruction must procttd "pu.ttl,"; both u, m,,»u," R. Rom' Th,
historio~.phYof philo,ophY four g,nft', in R. Rort," 1. B. Schn,,,,ind ond Qu,ntin SI.inn" Philoeopl1)' in h:tory'
(Cambridg', 1981), H-"l (H)

Di,cu»,d in ch. 1

• hbhud', Po"t/ton pur< 1JJ. hbhud, aecu", Gil,on of minimi;:ing th, rigour of T,rtulli",,; bu' ,ohing • pu.do, i,
undm'onding no"....hning it, claim

• Ibid., 'Pu.doxt choquon, pour r"prit qui roi,o!Ult, m";, qu' I, contt,I< in'wli, .b,olum,n, d'.ttinu..-'



which h. is abl. 10 sm. qu.stions by citation of scripw. without any argum.m, D In contrasllo Cl=.m, th..-.
is no trac. of a Christian philosophy,l1

T..-rulIian's nclusj,,'. fid6sm is Itnhd with his ffi,ironmffil in IWO ways, First, h. was oppos.d 10 Gnosticism
which falsdy aff.md a philosophical position and shmud th. dang..-s ofpossibl. confusion, S.condly, in th.
\\.'Sl, philosophy n."..- had th. priority which it hdd in th. East, Cic..-o was an omlOf and politician firsl and
only a philosoph..- s.cond insofar as an omlOf n••d.d som. philosophy, T..-rulIian could mo.-••asily link
philosophy with rh'lOric and sophistic,"

AI his con,'..-sion T..-rulIian sacr:ific.d his fundamffilal elm', lowards rationality, H. b.cam. a 'man off••ling',
with his faith fiud 011 thai itnducibl. irrationality of th. incarnation, which th. paradox d.clar.s, How."..-, it is
011. thing 10 rffiOunc. on.s pasl and anoth..- to b. fr•• from it, T..-rulIian's rationality was 100 d• ..,ly ingrain.d
and h. could nol r.sisl its cbim,13 Th. ConfliCI is .,id.m in th. nagg..-al.d claims ofth. paradox, Th.
w.akn.ss of this inl"'Jlf.-tation is thai T.millian do.s nol UlJi,'..-sali.z. th. paradox, H. finds a cr.dibl. in..,titud.
in th. incarnation and nol ds.wh..-.,

(ii)-
God-falk and WorM-falk

Th. empiricisl accounl gO."s du. w6ghllo th. s.,'..-al ComponffilS of th. argumffit, Againsl :-'-larcion's r.j.ction
of a r.al incarnation T.millian argu.s: God can do anything nc..,1 whal h. do.s nol wish 10 do; God can
b.com. incarnal. without a chang. in his .SSffitial naw.; and th. sham. of incarnation is n.c.ss"'1',

How do paradous work~ Th. Strffigth ofparadox is thai an Obj'CIOf is Iik. som=. who has miss.d th. poinl
of a joh and looks foolish, \\1ml."..- th. dang..-s of this way of lalking, T.millian's paradox should b. lakffi
s..-iously as a striking

D But T.rtulli"" dot> ugu• .,'oid, mtchmicol citation (st••bo,", p.") ""d <li,lih, .xtg.ticol d.b."

11 hbhudt, Po,ilion pur<, liS, Thi, opinion d.p.nd, on • pMticulM d.finition of philo,ophY which could not doim
wid. ac"pt""" tod.,. ""d on • negl.ct of T.rtulli",,', Stoici,m

"Ibid li~

1) Ibid ISO



formulation of an .ssential Christian b.lid'." In th. Traaalu.l Log'co-PhiloJoph,·cu.l (6A 32), th••arl}'
\\-ing.-nsl.m dr.w a sha:rp lin. bmH.-n languag. about God and languag. about th. world. 'How th. world is,
is compl.-tdy indilf..-.-nl fOf whal is high..-. God do.s nol r'Hal himsdf ,'n th. world.' This rais.s probl.",s fOf
r.ligious languag. wh.-n th. incarnation poinls 10 an inl..-S'ction of God-Ialk and world-Ialk, wh.-n 'it has 10 b.
said nol only thaI a cmain p..-son was crucifi.d, but thaI thaI p..-son was th. Son of God'." This l.ads 10 a
cl.ar discussion of th. probl.",s which fac. any analysis ofr.ligious languag. and of th. sp.cial dil'ficulti.s which
fac. a dd'ffiC. ofth. incarnation of a changd.ss God."

Th.s. ar. g.nuin. probl.",s, but th"}' ar. nol th. probl.",s which T..-rullian fac.d, and th.y do nol off..- an
accural. analysis ofwhal h. said. Firsl, h. was conc..-n.d 10 rdUt. Somffill. who claim.d thaI a human body
and crucifixion w..-. inconsi'I.-n1 with a di--in. p..-son and thaI th..-d'Of. a simulal.d body mu,1 b. prd'.,nd.
T..-rullian r"pli.d thaI an unr.al body would nOl b. a r.al incarnation and thaI th. sham. ofth. incarnation was a
I.sl of its r.aliI},l- H. i, furth..- conc..-n.d thaI pr'S.-n1 d.nial ofth. shamdUl cross willl.ad 10 final r.j.ction by
Chri'I, and 10 d.-nial of th. sal"ation ofmankind, b.sid.s which th..-. is nothing mor. approprial' fOf God.
God's dishonour is n,c,ssa:l)' fOf man's saf.-l}'.

S.condly, it is \uong 10 claim as a corona:l)" 'b.caus. it is in"p1 it is nol cr.dible-" T..-rullian do.s nol
UlJi,'..-,aIi.z. his claim fOf in"ptiIud.; it is th. 1.'1 of a uu. incarnation. Th..-. would b. no paradox if in"ptilud.
w..-. nol normany a poinl..-IO fals.bood.

" B,mMd \\-illi""". I ,rtulli",,', pM.do" in A. Fl,w ""d A. :'l.dntn, (,d,.j S", '';''''F in phiiacophi,,,,1 '''''olagy
(london. 1911), ISl-) II (19))

"Ibid 10J

"Ibid )OJ. 'But <hi, ;, to coun'" om', oppomnt', mo", bY ,m.dling up th, ch,,,boMd' On th, contrM" w, ,holl '"
thot I ,rtulli"" m.b, • cl"',, mo",

,- ¥.i, critic> m." .,k wh,th". in choo,ing b'N'"n • !toli" ..,d docetic chri"olog'o' I ,rtulli"" I,.,·" • pl.ce fOf tho"
who d,n" ..,,, mod, of inc"",.tion. lhi, w., prejudg,d bY hi, H"ooli.."" thought_wodd; cf Cl,m,nt. p",d. J. U

6p6W; 6:po: tTTfW 'Hpa.v.mo;
"Mpwno, &..01, &..0\ 6v6pwnol. Myo:; yap wV'r,,;" ~VC7Tftp,OV ~~'f'OVt\:;. &6; tv
6:v6pW1T<l'. Ka\ 6 Mpwrro; &16;;

"Willi""". I ,rtulli",,', pM.do" ) I!. H, .dmit> thot h, ;, not concem,d with .., ..,.un;, of I,rtulli",,', pM.dox but with
celloin co""qu,m" ..,d th, g,mr.u qu"tion of ",rifi.bilit\· H, would m,d to do • prop" ..,.un;, ifh, wi,h,d to
m.b <hi, claim



(iii)-
.l(nle,,· and Reason

A m.di,,'Jlisl accounl ;s nOl concern.d 10 analyze T..-rulIian's "'gutllenl, bUlIO examin. the gen..-al qu.stion of
theological mysl.ry and 10 corr.cl the exub..-anc. of Reform.d philosophical theology in conlernporary ,,0!1h
America, Th. \,,-it..-;s quit. exphcit aboUllaking T..-rulIian's claims oUl ofthcir conlex!: 'I do nol know, wh..-.,
if anywh..-., T..-rulIian said "cr.do quia absurdum" as h.;s so often said 10 han said,' Th. n.",.sl thing, which
h. can find,;s the p",adox ofde earn" ChriJli 5.4,10

Th. discussion concerns the r.lation of r.ason 10 mysl.ry, Th. ",ch'lyp.s ",. laken from a thousand y.",s
befOf. the mcdi,,'al d.bal., T..-rulIian and Augustin. both discuss the r.lation bmnen authority, faith, r.ason
and und,,-slanding, Th. contrasl, it;s claim.d, could nOl b. gr.al..-, FOf the lan..- accepl.d and the form..
d.ni.d 'the apphcation of r.asoning 10 r.hgious 1ruIh', '0 It ;s Ullfornmal. fOf this inlcrp.-C1ation thaI Augustine's
claim thaI human r.ason has an affinity with God," quol.d in suppon of the contrasl, app.",.d • ...-li..- in
T..-rulIian (an, 16,1) "'00 s.erns 10 ha". p<o,1d.d Augustin. ,,-j!h some ofhis b.sllin.s,"

T..-rulIian's joining ofphilosophy and h..-.sy (DraeJcr, 7 and ap, ~6,8) p<.senls no difficull)' 'I think it;s d.",
thaI whal h. ;s r.any repudiating, ,,'en in passag.s of thaI SOf!, ;s the "C!)' id.a of a ChriJlian philoJophy, 'OJ

Along ,,-j!h th.1ink ,,-j!h h..-.sy, th..-. was a mo.-. imponanl r.ason fOf r.j.cting philosophy .ssential Christian
doctrin.s w..-. inacc.sSlbl. 10 r.ason and musl b. accepl.d 'as cffiam on the basis of di-i:n. authority alon., Of
p..-haps on no basis al all'."

10:-::. Katzm""", F",th Seth Und",unding Find>: Augu,tillt', ChMl" fos Chri,ti"" Philo,ophY in Thomas Flin'
(.d.). CI-Ji"ian Philocophy p:otr. Dom., 19S~), 1-)5 (~)

'0 Katzm""", ibid., T.rtulli"" ~i.,...d the proj." of. Chri,ti"" philo,ophY as .. b." • w.". oftirn.'

" Ep. 120. U. '>..1'0 quoted bY Katzm""", R.ason in mnW... in G. \'" .... (.d.). T/;~philocophy in CI-Ji';'ianil)'
(Combridg., l>S~), 20. Thi, opinion, which i, commonly attributed '0 Augu,tin., i, alt.ac!'.' firmly ."abli,h.d in Justin
Cl.m.n' of .>J.x=dria ""d T.rtulli""
" 'Qui f.ci', "f.cit has olr.ac!'.' betn noted.•\noth" i, ',om ""tiqua "'om no\'o' cor/lO.2),

OJ Katzm""", F",th ".h '. With gr... a,p.", sualy thm i, mos. th"" Ollt id.ea of a Chri,ti"" philo,ophY ""d no'
mmly drifmn' an.mp" '0 do the ,om. thing'

"Ibid.. 1



Cnd..- the th=e of 'ReasOll in )'-IYSI"-y', the rejection of classical foundationalism by Rd'ormed "';mmology is
se.., as a chall..,ge 10 the usdUlness ofAquinas :md medi.,'al philosophy," T.milli:m's wholesale 'r"pudiation'
ofphilosophy is cOIIlrasled with the ,-jews of P.-r..- Lomb.,,-d, Aquinas :md BOIIa,'..,rure, All ofwhich mighl ,nn
be in ord..- if it w..-e nOl tied 10 T.milli:m as a Iyp., BOIIavenrure's claim for the cOIIsUlnmation of the innale lighl
of reasOll by the infused lighl of r.,'dation is r=.,,-bbly close 10 the position of T.millian,"

The firsl :md third irrationalisl inl..-pr.-rations of the p.,,-adox d"pend 011 a doxogfaphical (OIIe word - OIIe
meaning) approach while the secOIId presenls a usdUI bur incomplele :malysis, The third positiOll uses T.millian
10 fighl a cOIIlempor.,,-y banle abour medi.,'al usdUlness,

B
Rafionalisllnterprelations

(i)-
[mprobabi/i/)' and CalilUde

A brid' nole'- shows a p.,,-alId b.-rween T.millian's p.,,-adox :md Arislorle (Rh<!lor.·c 2,23; I ~OOa5), wh..-e it is
.,,-gued thaI if incredible .,'ems .,,-e claimed 10 han occurred, they, or something simiI.,,-, musl han happened 10
make the claim posSIble, Such incredible .,'enls .,,-e all the morelikdy 10 be uue, because whal ,n beli.,'e is
eith..- (a) acmal facl or (b) probabilily, Ifwe belien something improbable (nol-b) then it musl be acmal facl
(a),

Incredible things would nol be beli.,'ed if they w..-e nol UUe or neatly UUe, An objecl of belid' is eith..- a facl or
a probabilily; 'if, th..-d'ore, a thing thaI i. beli.,'ed is improbable :md incredible, it musl be uue, since it is

c..-rainly nol beliend because it is al all probable or credible'," The examples, ,,",'en by Androcles of Pitthus,
when he claimed thaI the laws need a law 10 sel th= righI, .,,-e thaI fish need sall:md ou.-e-cakes need oil,

" .>... Pl""tin~" R.oson ""d b.li.f in God, in.>... Pl""tin~a ""d:-::. \\"ol,m,orif, (.d,.\ F ~;Ih arJ Ral;or.a!;,y, (.'ott.
DWl., IgSi\ I~gi (IS, 6i-gi). Cited bY Kt.tzm=, R.oson in mnW... IS

"Ktttzm=, R.oson in mnW... is. S.. 1.rtu11i",,', accoun' off..th os ttco~tion, btlo,.- ch.'

,- IWl" :'!oifatt .\ri>totl. ""d I .rtu11i"", JrkS, IJ (1916), 11(1f

" Rh"or;c. 2.2J.I,ooa. 1,,,,,,I_tion \\" RhH Rob.rt, T/;6 wmp!'" 'Iorl<;,c of.lr;"OI:' Ih. ,",,;ed OxfOrd ".an:;!al;on
.d. Ion_th"" Bam" (?tinc"on, IgSI), 2)i I



This is nol as good an argumenl as thaI off..-ed by T..-rullian. The enth}mffile (sylk>gism with one prffiliss
unSlaled) was presenled by Arislotle as a commonplace, and Arislotle was laken imo the Sloic tradition, as
Cic..-o (.{cad. IAlf.) declares. It is su!licienllo nole the parallel and its .,-Kience thaI T..-rullian was nol the firsl

10 inf..- certainly from improbability and thaI the assumption of irrationalism is groundles •.

(ii)-
Conte.w, Scripture and PanicularilY

Anoth..- rationalisl inlcrprClation of the paradox begins with the exegesis of scriplUre. The autho.- recognizes,
while oth..- inlcrprCl..-S igno.-e, thaI the majo.- source of T..-rullian and his conlcmpo.-ary Christians is always the
?\ew Teslamenl. He rejecls the irrationalisl inlcrprClation of the paradox on three grounds: it neglecls the
conlexl of the argumenl, it igno.-es the Iwo basic lexls of scriplUre (l COf. 1 and 2; ),-Iark 8.38 with Luke 9.26
and )'hn. 10.32), and confuses a particular case with a UlJi,'..-sal rule.'"

The writ..- acknowledges the ,,-Kie range of inlcrprClations, from provocam'e rationalism 10 absolute

irrationalism: one accounl rightly reminds us thaI a rational T..-rullian is speaking 10 h..-etics who need 10 be
recalled 10 the rule offailh," while anoth..- discffils the sup..-io.- certainly offailh and rightly doubls wheth..
,,'en an irJdi,1dualisllike T..-rullian ,,'ould place the criterion of IruIh in absurdity. 'I

T..-rullian begins ,,-iIh God's folly and shame. The 'srupidities ,,'hich belong 10 the abuse and suffering ofGod'"
arc the foolish things of the world which, acco.-ding 10 Paul, God has chosen 10 confound the wise. This @",e
shame is linked 10 the wOfds ofJesus, 'He who is ashamed ofme, ofhim shall I be ashamed'; human am'anlage

lies in accepting the disgrace of God. \\llal is unwOl1hy of God (indignum d<w; d. inconnmi""" (cam. 3.26»
is whal"'''- could

'" \' Diem'. i, pandoxt d, I,rtulli,n fT (1%0). 2'i---J 1 S.. 01,0 \'io1""o. Cri"a "dcad". 2"11'.

" A. d'.'..1i'. La Ihiologi. d. Tmullim (pm'. 1'1(11\ J'f

)l E. Gil'on. La philocophi' au .lfoym..lg. (pm'. 1911). 911'. In ad<lition to th, th", ""tirationoli" po,itions which w,
h",', <li,cu",d. Diem' m'ntions G. 1. d, \'ri". Bijdrag. lot d. p"YGhalogi. mn Tmullianu:: (Uttecht 191~)

" '"ul", qua' p,rtin,nt ad contum,li", "pa"ion" de<'



caus. th. discipl. 10 b. confound.d and 10 dism'll his lo.-d. Th. caus.s (mat~r"a~)of such confounding
crucifixion, d.ath, burial and r.SlIlT.ction - a:r. l\,-ic. idffitifi.d. Good impOOffiC' conf.ss.s whal is unwonhyof
God and f.licitous srupidity acknowl.dg.s th. foolishn.ss ofGod. \\nal is, for th. worldly, morany and

im.n.cruany inapproprial' (,mpud,,,u, ,tult,.;) is good and profuabl. in th. pr.SffiC. of God. Th. particula:r
cas. of crucifixion is cr.dibl. and in..,t. So th. alI.g.d 'antirationalism' ofTmulIian (lih that of Paul in I

Corinthians) is simply a rationalism which tahs account of a wid..-, .schalological rang. offaclors. It prons,
against :-'-la:rcion, th. possibility of th. incarnation (cam. 3) b.caus. n6th..- th. narural humiliations oflif. in th.
fbh (cam. -I) nor th. painful humiliations ofth. cross a:r. unwonhy of God (cam. 5).

Cr~do quia ab,urdum misquot.s and misr..,.-'SffitS TmulIian' s logic and "".g.sis. Logically, it isolat.s a
proposition from th. cont""t which gi.·.s it m.aning, all..-s it, and thffi gffi..-aliz.s from th. particula:r irrationality
of th. crucifixion 10 th. UlJi,·..-sal r.j.ction ofr.ason. Eug.-tically, it n.gl.ets th. l\\"o scriprural sOIl.ns which,
for TmulIian, r..,.-.s.m th. ,,·ord of God. II r..,.-,sffils a n.al """,npl. of th. doxographical dang..-s ,,·hich
tlnalffi all srudy of th••arl}' fath..-s - faihn 10 analy,. th. a:rgutllffil within which a proposition occurs and

faihn 10 ""amin. th. "".g.tical basis of a thrology which is always m.anllo b. bas.d on th. bibl•.

(iii)-
Parado.l:, Scriprul>! and Syllogi5/11

Th. third rationalisl inl..-pr'lation of th. pa:radox" b.gins by a consid..-ation of th. wid..- conl""l (.sp.ciany ap.
17.1-3). Th..-. is an initial pa:radox: God's gr.al pow..- both plac.s him b.yond our und,,-slanding and ffiabb
him 10 bridg., from his sid" th. gap which is for us unbridg.abl.-" \\-. cannol s•• God, bm \n cannol dffiy
th• .,1dffiC. ofhis works. His Iranscffidffic. and inldligibilily a:r. ins..,a:rabl•. TmulIian h..-. oppos.s th.

irrationalism of th. unknm'll God of th. Gnostics with th. rationalism of th. Christian God who is cr.alor of th.
world. Bm th. pa:radox is cl.a:r. Thr••

,
, 'ito tum ,i, m.~tudini, "notum hominibm obioi, "i~otum'



In his reply 10 th. J.ws (Jud. 9.if.), h. shows how th. sign promis.d by IsJiJh has 10 b. outragwus 10 b. S.ffi
as di--in. (a ,irgin moth..- d.s ....·.s 10 b. b.li.nd'). Th. simplicity ofbaptism (hapl. 2.1-3)" is join.d 10 di--in.
omnipolffiC', al onc. a biblical (Job ~2; )'hlt. 19.26; Lul:. 1.37) and a Sloic" principl•. Againsl )..·brcion
(.l/an. 2.2.-1---{i and 2.27.1) h. ""ploits th. Paulin. paradox ofth. folly and th. wisdom ofth. cross ),-Iarcion,
for all his prOl.stations of Paulin. loyally, do.s nol r.sp"cI Paul's claim thaI God's wisdom and pow..- ar.
foolishn.ss and \nakn.ss 10 th. world. 'So Whffi God is small, by human slandards h. is .sp.cially "".al, Whffi
h. is not good by human slandards h. is .sp.cially good, Whffi h. s••,m 1\'-0 or mor. 10 man, h. is .sp.cially
on. (.l/an. 2.2.6). Th. humility of incarnation s••,m unworthy of God; bill th. incarnation is n,c,ssaf)' for
s""'ation, and nothing is mor. worthy of God than human s""'ation (.l/an. 2.27.1).

\\nffi \n consid..- th. Sloic "id.spr.ad us. ofparadox and T..-rull:ian's fr.quffil rffil:m 10 th. Paulin. scandal
of th. cross, th. famous aedihil<1 quia in<1ptum c.as.s 10 b. outragwus. Rath..- than a cynical r.j.ction of
r.ason, th. paradox poinls 10 th. sylk>gism:)'

I. Th. di--indy tru. scripnns han in dilf"-ffil ways announc.d th. foolishn.ss of th. cross.

2. This folly impli.s incarnation and crucifixion.

3. Th..-d'or. th. incarnation and th. crucifixion ar. n,c,ssaf)' and tru•.

All thr•• rationalisl inl..-pr.-tations ffilj>hasiz. conl""l and argutnffil. An analysis of th. argutnffil which
slllTounds th. paradox pro,id.s th. only firm basis for inl..-pr.-tation.

c-
Terfullian's Aq~umeuf

(;)-
J/arcion Di5pro,-ed

)..-Iarcion d.ni.s th. fbh and nam-ity of Chrisi. C..-tainly th. cr.alor's proph.-t lalks of a ,irgin birth; bill this is
nol rd,,'anl

"s.. ,h l. .bo,',

"C;,,,o. '" r.alura "'Drum. ,.91



because :-'hrcion's crealor n.,.·..- knows whal he is lalking about. Chrisl comes suddffil}', without the proofs of
his fbh which the birth pro,ides, and indeed birth is 6th..- imposSIble or inappropriale for God. ?\othing,
r"plies T..-rullian, is impossible for God, ""c"p1 whal he do.s nol will. Furth..-, since God "ilIed 10 appear as a
man, he musl han "ilIed 10 be a man, because he would n.,.·..- han "ilIed 10 se= whal he was not."
According 10 :-'-larcion, oth..-s could han \uongly supposed him 10 be a man; but Chrisl would nol han
nlubiled himsdf as thaI which he knew he was not.

(ii)-
God', Fn;que Tran,eendenu

God is so\·..-6gn and unique, the supr=e glumess, established in alI.-t..-nit}'. The mosl high God is beyond
comparison (.\!an;. 1A.1), is ind"p.-IId.-ll1 of time and has no b.ginning or .-lid (.\!an;. 1.8.3). God is unique in
knowledge, r.,.·dation, origin and sinlessness. The knowledge of God is gi-...-II by him alone, since only God can
r.,.·eal whal God had form..-l}' hidd.-ll (an. 1.6). He is the only being who is unmade, unborn and unchangeable
(an. 21.7). ?\othing is equal with God; his naWe dilf..-s from the condition of all things (cam. 3.5). Cnlih all
oth..- thing" he can change without losing the "";sl.-llce which he pr.,.iously had. E,·.-II angds can change inlo
human bodily form and r=ain angds. Anything angds can do, God can do bell..-.

(iii)-
Correel;on Ihrough Oppo';le,

God Ions and rede=s whal he has made. \\1lile naWe is an objecl ofr"'·..-.-IIce 10 oth..-s, )'-larcion, who
hales all humans including himself, spits on it in conlempt.

RecapiNlation occurs because God Ions and th..-d'ore rede=s and r.-llews his creaWe. \\1lile in d<J
prae,cr.pl'on<J naerN,corom T..-ru1Iian loohd chiefly 10 the unsurpassable perfea,on of Christ, in d<J can",
enr.",I' T..-rullian declares the miracle of w,ine correa,on and s,u,·ation.

"God;, not in dong« oflo,ing hi, "." ond con<lition; h. c=ot chong. if chonging m.on, on .nd to ,om.thin~
forGodh.,no.nd



Out birth h. rtntW, from d••th bY • h•.,·.n!y "g.ntration;
h. ""0'" our ll"h from " .•". ,icl.n." which allliet> it;
h. d ••",,, th. "ain from th. 11"h ofth. l.p";
h. gi'." light .~ain to it wh.n it i, blind;
h. ""Ort, str.ngth to it wh.n it i, p""al,-,.d;
h. OXOfciIt, ll"h po".".d bY d.mon,;
h. gi'." 1if••~ain to 11"h which i, d••d. (cam. H)

(i,)-
Foil,\" and Wisdom

As Paul says, in paradox, God has chosen the foolish things ofhis humiliation to confound the wise. T.milli""
d..",,,,,ds a reassessment of the foolish things which include con,·..-siot! to worship of the true God, rejection of
error, ""d morJl progress in rightwusness, chastity, m..-cy, patience ""d innocence. They are true wisdom.

The rejection of Christ's bifth me""s rejection ofhis cross ""d sulf..-ing.; yet Paul is clear that Christ ""d him
crucified constitute the whole content offaith.

Indeed our only hope is the necess"ry dishonour ofour faith. \\na,..,.-..- is unworthy of God is to our gJin.
T.milli"" is not ashamed of the crucifixion of God's son because it is inesc"Pably shamdUl. The death of God's
son is "" essentiJl belid'because it is in"!>t His buriJl ""d resurrection are certJin because they are impossible.

The point of the argument is plJin. If God, who is wholly oth..-, is joined to mortJl m"" in a way which is not
in"!>I, then eith..- God is no Iong..- God or m"" is no Iong..- m"", ""d th..-e is no true incarnation. Truth on this
issue c"" only be achiend by in"!>titude. T.milli"" does nol UlJi,·..-salize his claim; mosl in"!>titude is fJlse. This
argumenl is put inlo paradox, 10 imitale Paul ""d 10 make it more striking ""d proyocan..-e. Paradous are usdUl
because they are wondefful ""d agJinsl common opinion."

M-
T".o Saw""

The cOlTection of our need could only lake place ifChrisl had flesh which could die, be buried ""d rise agJin.
Th..-d'ore he had Iwo

" Cic"o. Paradaxa S'~!ooru",. -l



,ub'lJnc., di-in. Jlld humJll, n,-o '101", n,-o narur.,. Thi, may b. pmnd 'Th. pow..-, of th. ,pirit of God
p.-ond him 10 b. God, hi, ,uff..-ing, p.-ond hi, humJll f1.sh.' Th..-d'Of. 'Why haJ,'. Chri'l with a li.~ H. wa,
wholly th.IruIh' (cam. 5.7f) H. cho,. 10 b. born rath..- thJllIO p.-.-Iffid in Jlly way. Birth Jlld d.ath ar.
cOfTdal., Jlld Chri'I', d.ath p.-on, thaI h. wa, onc. born. To di. a humJll d.ath h. had 10 han humJll f1.sh;
mona! f1.sh ha, 10 b. p.-.c.d.d by birth.

H..-. \n han in a nutsh.ll th. d",'dopmffil of .ar!}' chri'lology:" Th. contra,l, bmnffi th. ,.cond Jlld th.
fourth c."lUry should b. ",id."l. \\'. should nol b.gin by looking fOf fourth-cffilUry contro\"..-si., in th. ,.cond
c."lUr)'; but \n han , • ." how a conc"", with di-in••conomy Jlld r.capirulation mon, inlo trinity Jlld
chri'lology. R.capirulation poinl' 10 th. n••d fOf n\"o narur., if God i, 10 rffi.W mJll. Similar!}' T..-rulliJll writ.,
again'l Prax.a, thaI simpl. propl. mu,1 r.cogniz. thaI th. on. God CJll only b. und,,-'Iood in 1m", ofhi,
.conomy (Pr=:. 3.1). Th. trinity i, uninldligibl. aparl from .conomy Jlld r.capirulation. God i, on. in a n.w
wa), by th. ,on Jlld ,pirit. lfth..-. w..-. no r.capirulation, th..-. would b. no way ofkno\\ing th. trinity. Th.
,triking thing in T..-rulliJll i, th. clarity with which, from th. b.ginning ofhi, thffilogy, th. mon i, mad. from th.
primiIi\', acclamation 'J.,U> Chri'I, ,on ofGod, ,a'iour' 10 a tlnd'old ruI. offailh. R.Cffil thffilogy r.cogniz.,
thaI trinilariJll thffilogy d..,.."d, nol on th. ,call..-.d formula. found in th. ?\.w r.,lam.,,1 but on th. ",',,-
p.-.''''I p.-oclamation of th. cross. '\\11a1 God did on th. cros, i, th. mo,1 conci,. ,1J1=ffil of th. trinity. ,.\

(,-i)-
Correclion A, Final Clue 10 Paradox

Chri'llJughl th. n.w way oflif., p.-.ach.d th. kingdom of God Jlld h.a!.d th. sick. H..-. th. 'nchJllg.
formula. (Tawchfonneln), bdond of Ir."arn" poinllo n.\\l1." Jlld COfT'Ction. Th. mo,1 ,triking ,ourc. i,
p.-oph.-tic hop. which gi.'" 'b.auty fOf ash." th. oil of joy fOf mourning, th. garmffil ofp.-";,. fOf th. ,pirit of

., s .. btlo,.- ch.6



"-iIh Irenaeu" th. id.a ofbabnc., ""chang., ,}mm'Ir)' or lim.ss is us.d 10 argu. th. n.c.ssil}' ofth.
incarnation. 'B.caus. ofhis inftnil.lon, h. b.cam. whal \n ar., 10 mal:. us whal h. i, (haer. pr<!j 5). A
Tawchfonnel') d.scrib.s "" ""ch""g. bmnen prop.ru.s or propl•. Th. fath..- wim.ss.s 10 th. SOlI ""d th.
SOlI announc.s th. fath..- (haer. 3.6.2). Through obdienc., J.,us d.,troy, disob.dienc. (haer. 3.18.3); h.
had 10 b.com. hum"" amOllg hum""s, 10 b. ,'sibl. ""d I""sibl., ifh. w..-. 10 \lnil:. hum""ity ""d God (d<!m.

6). T..-rul1i"" gOl'S furth..- when h. insi'ls thaI th. 1\'-0 sid.s of a bal""c. mu,1 b. opposit. if a ju'l bal""c. is 10
b. achi.,·.d; whal was apwm for Irenaeus is both apwm ""d in<!pwm for T..-rul1i"".

Th. passag.', which Ap"n.s ""d )'-Iarcion us. again'l Chri'I's hum"" fl.sh, pron his birth ""d fl.sh, when th"}'
ar. inl..-pr.-r.d 'according 10 th.lrulh ofth. whol. ""d uncorrupl.d gospd' (cam. 8.1).

Som. tri.d 10 Ial:. him from his gr.al work, so h. ,ay', '\\1>0 ar. my moth..- ""d broth..-,'" This was ""
approprial' qu.,tion for Chri'l 'who was pr.aching ""d r.,·.aling God, fulfilling th.law ""d th. proph.-rs,
disp.lling th. dark gloom ofth.long pr.c.ding ag. (cam. 7.11), when oth..-s w""l.d 10 Ial:. him from this
work of corr.ction ""d fulfihnenl. H. did nol deny his birth ""d family (as th. ),-Iarcionil.s claim) bill gan th=
s.cOlld plac. 10 his mission. H. r.quir.s us ""d all his discipb 10 do th. ,am•. Again when h. did nor deny his
moth..-'s womb ""d br.a'ls, bill d.clar.d th. gr.al..- bl.ssing ofth. word ofGod, h. wa, cOllc=.d with th.
priority of th. gospd.

Th. ,uff..-ings ofChri'l pron thaI his fl.sh was nor a cd. ,rial ,ub'l""c•. :1\o 011. would han dar.d 10 lay a
fing..- 011 his body, 1.1 alon. spit 011 it, ifit had nol born. th. signs ofphysical \nakn.".

"• For Ian.,,,,. th, whol, histo,,, of ,al,·.tion i, apwm. joining b,ginning to ,nd. That i, whY it took '0 long. For
T,rtullian th, apwm ofth, <li'p,m.tion i, "hi,,',d bY balancing what i, m,p'

" S.. A. B,ngsch Hei!'gecGhi,ht< urJ .'lei!"" I,,,,,, Eim ~-nt<rcu,hur.gour Strukwr urJ Entia/wng d"
th<!o!ogicGh<!n Dmk""" ;m ~-erk '.U",rcu:: Haerec,,' d" hi Irmau:: "on lyo,,", (l,ipri~ 191)), Illf.



His hung..-, lears, trembling JIld spill blood poinllo the earthiness ofhis incamatiOll.""

\\nal did he WJllllo correcl~He came 10 destroy sin done by the flesh, nol the flesh which sinned, 'nol the
SubslJllce bUl the flaw' (cam. 16). The flesh of ChrisI resembled sinfu1 flesh in its nann, bUl nol in the
corruption which it had rec";'·ed from Adam"

\\ny musl Chrisl be born of a ,irgin~ A full slalemenl ofrecapilu1ation fonows 10 show how correction in'·oJ,·es

both cOlltinuity JIld newness (cam. 17). He who was 10 cOllsecrale a new ord..- ofbirth musl be born in a new
way, as Isaiah predicled 'a ,irgin shall cOIIc";'·e ... EmmJlluel'. In this new nam-ity, mJll is born in God JIld
God is born in mJll. He lakes flesh of JIlcienl slock withoUl JIlc;enl seed, 10 reform it with new spiritual seed
JIld 10 deJllse it from JIlc;enl slainS.

The parallel is dear. A ,irgin (like unlouched earth) is the medium of the new dispensatiOll of@-ine nam-ity. The

SecOlld Adam, as Paul says, is a life-~-ing spirit oUl of the ground, i.e. oUl ofunslained flesh. God regained his
image JIld likeness in the same way as he had been robbed by the d.,il.

\\1li1e the word which snared ,irgin En crepl inlo h..- ear 10 bring death, the \\"ord enl..-s the ,irgin's soul 10
bring life. The feminine gend..- which broughl ruin now brings saJ,·atiOll. En beli.,·ed the s..-penl; ),-Iary beli.,·ed
the JIlgel. En bore a d.,il who murd..-ed his broth..-; )'hry bore OIIe who was 10 bring saJ,·ation 10 Israel, his

broth..- JIld his murd..-..-. God senl down his word as the good broth..-, 10 bioi oUl memol)' of the .,il broth..-.
It was necessary thai, 10 san mJll, Chrisl should come in thai flesh in which mJll had ji,·ed since his
cOlldemnation (cam. 17A---{;).

Only the Spirit was needed 10 assume flesh ofmJll, because the seed ofmJll was unnecessary for OIIe who had
the seed ofGod. As God the Spirit he is born ofGod; being gen..-aled in the flesh as mJll, he is born of the
flesh ofmJll (cam. 18.7). (God, the beginning, is joined 10 flesh which is the end, when the word becomes
flesh.)

"" Other "ph"'atiom M' rej"ted b"aus< th,;, propofltnf> cannot pro<luct good ".,om for turning Christ', ,1"h
;"to 'oul. or hi, 'oul ;"to flesh. Chri,ttook • ,oul;" ord,rto "d"m both 'oul, ""d bo<li" of manhnd. H, cam, to
sa,·, m,n not ""g'ls

" Thos< who d,nY th, hum"" flesh of Christ b".us< h, <lid not h.,·, • hum"" father. ,hould "m,mber th.. Adam
"cti,·,d hi, flesh without. hum"" father



This accounl of f1.sh and ,-;,-gin birth is in,'aluabl. b.caus. it shows th. num..-ous IruIh conditions with which
T..-rullian conn.cls th. incJ:lllation. Thos. IruIh conditions ffiabl. us 10 und,,-sland whal h. says:" \\.• r.ru:m 10
our summary of th. paradox'-

X. L T..-rullian is nol asham.d of th. crucifixion of God's son b.caus. it is n.c.ssaril}' shamdUl.
2. Th. d.ath of God's son musl b. b.li.nd b.caus. it is in"l'l.
3. His burial and r.sUlT.ction is cmain b.caus. it is impossibl•.

l. Chrisl had Iwo subslanc.s: w,in. and human, Iwo stal.s, Iwo narur.s. This may b. prond 'Th. pow..-s of
th. Spirit prond him 10 b. God, his suff..--ings prond his human f1.sh.'

God i, whollY oth". ""d <!iff", from m"" ""d from .u ,1s,. lfh, i, join'd '0 m"" m a way which i, no' ,ham,ful
m,p' ""d impo"ibk th,n ,ith" God i, no long" God Of m"" i, no long" m"". If God i, jointd '0 m"" m a way
which i, 'h"""ful. in,p' ""d impo"ibk th,n God i, truly God ""d m"" i, truly m""

R.capitulation is, for Irffiarns, th. joining of th. ffid 10 th. b.ginning, th. joining ofman 10 God (haer. .\ .20A).
For th. Fourth Gospd, thaI word who was in th. b.ginning (John 1.1) b.com.s f1.sh (John LH) which was
God's final c,"ation. \\lIffi h. folk>ws th. way ofhuman !if. 10 th. ffid on th. cross, r.capitulation is Compl.I.,
for th. ffid has b.ffi join.d 10 th. b.ginning and h. can say, 'It is ftnish.d.' For T..-rullian, 'Jusl as Alpha rons on
10 Om.ga and thffi Om.ga rons back 10 Alpha, so h. mighl show in himsdfth. way from th. b.ginning 10 th•
•nd, and th. way from th. ffid 10 th. b.ginning' (mon. 5.2).

Alpha is nol Om.ga and Om.ga is nO! Alpha. Th..-d'or. Alpha'Om.ga will b. Alphanol-Alpha, which is in"l'l.
B.ta'Om.ga or Alpha'Psi would modify th. in"l'tiIud. by mo,ing th. I=s clos..-Iog.th..-, but would nO! b.
uu. b.caus. B.-ta is nol God (Alpha) and Psi is nol man (Om.ga). \\lIal is al

., Th, "mrrtction ofth, ,1"h ""d th, 'irgin birth wm both ,.tion.uy ac"ptabl, '0 T,rtulli",,', au<li,n"

,
S.. abo'" p.H



i"u. h..-. is nol wh.th..- God som.how b.cJlll. mJll, but wh.th..- h. did it in a way which is apl Jlld th..-d'Of.
Ulllru', Of in a way which is in"p1 Jlld th..-d'Of. Iru•. Th. paradox r.quir.s thaI in"ptilud. commonly impli.s
fals.hood but oo.s nO! imply fals.hood in this sp"cial cas•.

D-
SUI'I'"rriul: Aq~umenls

Th..-. ar. supponing argum~m fOf th. Jllalysis which has b.ffi put fOfward. Th.y mal:. th. popular picnn of
T..-rulIiJll as Jll JPOstl. ofunr.asOll ,,'ffi l.ss probabl•.

(i) T..-rulIiJll claims 10 fonow th. disciplin. of r.asOll againsl )"-Iarcion who, h. says, is brainl.ss. \\1lil. mJllY
rationalisls say things which ar. nO! rational, th." n6lh..- inlffid 10 do so nor do th." conf." th.-ir d"p",-nn
from r.asOll. T..-rulIiJll' s paradous h..-. ar. 10 b. Ulld,,-slood log.th..- with all his oth..- cryptic sayings. 'Blood
is s••d' is Jll .qua!l}' ffiigmatic but pffl'.ctly r.asOllabl. Jlld ,,'Jllg.lical (John 12.2~) claim. For T..-rulIiJll
almoSI Jllything worth saying CJll b. npr.".d in a paradox.

(;,) This was both a p..-SOllal habit Jlld pari of his Sloicism. Cic..-o had s.-l out six paradous

tho,. doctrin., which th. Stoic, ,c""cdY succ••d in pro,ing in th. "tir.m.nt ofth. ,chools of philo,ophy Th.,.
doctrin., m ,urpri,ing ""d th.Y run COUll'" to uni"mol opinion - th. Stoic, "tu.uY coli th.m paradna; '0 I
w"""d to IIY wh.th" it i, possible f"" th.m to b. bfou~htinto th. light of common doily lif. ""d expound.d in a
fOffil to "in ""pt""", Of wh.th" l.oming h., om ,,,1. of elisco",,, ""d ""din""Y lif. ""oth,,; ""d I "~o,, with th.
gr.a'" pl•.,,,,. b.caus. th. doctrin., ,,,1.d paradna h th. Stoic, aw."" to m. to b. in th. high." d.gr••
Socratic. ""d f"" ""d ",,'aY th. tru.,,'·

I. Only whal is mora!l}' good is nobl•.

~. h"')' foolish mJll is mad.

5. Only th. "is. mJll is fr•• Jlld .,."'), foolish mJll is a slav•.

"ParadnaStai,orum'

"!bid..6-1l



6. Th. "-;5. m"" Jlon.;s rich.

Th.s. "'. in no way a dffiial ofr.ason; th.y "'. uuths which d.m,. from Socral.s ""d which p..-siSI inlo
Sloic;sm b.caus. th.y "'. mosllru•.

(it!) Today, fid6sm;s mosl commonly Itnhd with thaI r.j.ction ofth. Enlighlffilllffil propos.d by Dial.ctical
Thffilogy. ,\n..-.as th. Enlighlffilllffil oppos.d faith ""d r.ason ""d ffithron.d th. !an..-, Barth, or all.asl
som. B...-thi""s, acc"pl.d th. opposition but d"P"s.d r.ason. Barth's ",..mation of T..-rulli"" ;s th..-d'or.
inl..-.sring. H. s••s him as ha,ing und..-slood th. disrincm', Christi"" claims :md y.1 ha,ing fo.il.d 10 modify his
apolog.tic approprialdy. T..-rulli",,;s nol a Iru. b.li.",,-. All th. apologisls pr'Sffil a sorry picn,,"" of
comp.-tition with th• .xisring r.ligions, a COlllJ""tition which th." r.grmabl}' won. 'How str""g.l}' did a m"" lih
T..-rulli"" s•• th. dJIlg..- which thr.alffi.d al this poinl, ""d al th. sam. tim. n.",,- r.al!}' s•• it al all, but
acmal!}' hdp I 0 inCHas. it. "0

(;';) AgainSI irrationalisl inl..-pr.mtion sl""ds T..-rulli",,' s ""thropology which finds th. w,in. imag. in hum""
rationality, his opposition 10 :-'-I",cion's irrational god ""d his Sloic priority for all thal;s according 10 flaW•.

'0 K. BMili CnurGn dogma';". U (Idinbur~ 191~). Hif BMIh', cond,mnation ofT ,rtulli",,;, str""g'. W os
I ,rtulli"" to """d bY whil, hi, f,llow b,li"',,, wm p""euttd for following. d,pt,,',d "'p",tition. without
off,ring ""Y d,f,nce .~.m" th, chug"



Chapter 4-
Strife of Opposites and faith As Recognition

The apologN,cum is a dd'ffice of Christi""s in face of~secutionby Rom"" aU!horities. As dsewh..-e in earl}'
Christi"" liI..-ann, the ,irtues of Christi""s ",e sel out, th.;,- blamdess ji,·es ",e extoned ""d the demonic origin
ofp..-secution exposed. How..,·..-, as with Justin's. ipology, th..-e ",e gffi..-JI principb ""d themes which g;..·e
coh..-..,ce ""d inl..,sily 10 the long ~Sl of denlils.

The firsl gffi..-JI principle is thaI the world is govemed by the strife ofopposites - of~ghl with darkness, of
good with ..,il. Folk>wing this :Worn, three poinls ",e made. Firsl, within UlJi,·..-sJl ConfliCl, justice Of reason
must bJl""ce J!I things, suppress ..,il ""d ..,courage good. Secondly, God is pres..,1 from beginning 10 ..,d,
from firsllo lasl. His economy runs without faltering from creation through J!I his dealings with mankind, until the
coming of the m"" Jesus in whom J!I is broughllo perfection. Th..-eJft..- Jesus is presenl in the ,·.,,-jed ,irtues of
the church ""d in the seed of the mart}Ts, so thaI nothing ~es outside his rule which is 10 be plainly declared in
his finJl judgemenl. Thelhird theme is the ~sisl..,ce of the cross. The WOfship of ChrisI as God comes from
those who ",e 1000000ed ""d Jffiicled. Out of the depth of their sulfering, they proclaim sJl,·ation ""d out of th.;,
seed the gospel grows.

To these three themes (bJl""ce of justice, @-ine economy ""d seed of sulfering), Tertuni"" adds a nole of
confidffice. Since God gan Christi""s as his gift 10 the world (ap. 40.l3), th..-e has be.." a ch""ge. Th';'
innocence has lemp..-ed injustice in the world ""d th.;,- pray..-s han pr..,·Jiled upon God for good. In summ..
droughl, pag"" ..wely produces pag"" pJnic. How..,·..- Christi""s 'p",ched with fastings ""d pinched with
..,...-y sort of self-restrainl, sep",aled from J!I bread which is necess",y 10 life,



w:illowing in ,ack-c1oth and ash." impornm. h.an'll with r..,.-oach, louch th. h.J:fl ofGod. \\11.., \n han
\\n,l.d m..-cy from him, Jupil..- g.-l' th. honourl' (ap. ~O.15). Pagan ,1oI..,c. i, dang..-ous ,inc. it i, dtr.cI.d
again'l Chri,tian, who mitigal' inju,tic. and di,a'I..-. Chri,tian, "'. nO! m..-dy on. half of th. dial.ctic bmn..,
good and .,iI. Th." "'. aI,o pJ:fl ofth. r.a,on or ju,tic. which pr.''''''.' th. balanc. of opposil." th.logoJ
JpennarikoJ, th. , ••d ofth. cros,. Th. incJ:fllation gan T..-rul1ian a ,trong ,..". ofGod', in\'ok'.",..,1 in
.,...,1>.

..-

He Strife of Opposites

(;)-
The Balance ofJustice

In th. ,ri. bmn.., good and .,iI, hatr.d for th. Chri,tian nam. ,pring, from ignoranc. which alway, hal" th.
\\Tong thing. ,",'ann ha, 'Iamp.d on ,,'..-y.,iI th. qualiti., off.", and sham.: .,iI hid., it,df and do., noloff..
a d.f..,c •. In contra't, Chri,tian faith O\'..-com., f."" sham., fal,. d.cial, r.gr.1 and d.,pair.' A Chri,tian
conf."., hi, faith and .,..., g;..", thank, for hi, cond=ation (ap. 1.12).

Th. goodn." of Chri,tian, i, cOllftrm.d by contra,ting th. tr.alm..,1 of r.aI criminal, who mu,1 an,w..
accu,ation, with thaI of Chri,tian, who "'. nol :illO\nd 10 an,w..- th. ch",g., b.-oughl again'l th.",. \\11.., Pliny
(th. Young..-), ,ay' T..-rul1ian, """,nin.d Chri,tian b.ha'1our, h. found ..,tir.l}' bbmd." Ji,'". y.1 Trajan
in,uuCl.d him nollo , ••k out Chri,tian, but 10 puoish th.", if th." w..-. b.-oughllo trial. Th..-. i, no logic h..-.
Chri,tian, "'. nollo b. ,oughl out b.caus. th." "'. ionoc..,I, y.1 wh.., th." fac. judg"""'I, th." "'.
automatic:illy puoish.d a, criminal, (ap. 2.9). In:ill thi" th. ,ri. bmn.., good and.,iI gOl" on; but Roman
ju,tic. do., nol di,c.", th. r.aliti., of th. conflict Thi, blindn." ,pr.ad, throughout th. community '0 thaI it i,
commonly a"um.d thaI a good or \\i,. man will nol b.com. a Chri,tian (ap. 3.1). \\11.., a Chri,tian choo,.,
,irtu. and goodn.", hatr.d blind, hi, fdIDw, 10 a r.cogoition ofhi, improv"""'I.

?\ow fonow, a rdUtation of thos. ch",g., again'l Chri,tian"

'Ihm am";". hi~tff.""."d,hom., to b. <li,cus>td btlo,.- ch II



which culminal' in th.law which fOfl»ds th= 10 .xisl (non ~C'I .ss. '·0<'); but a law should both b. juSI and
also.xhibil justic. 10 thos. wbo musl ob." it. lustic. musl b. don. and musl "PP"a:r 10 han b.ffi don•. A law
which cannol pass this I.sl is an .,il thing (ap. 4.13). Th. goodl,.ss of Christians ;s conftrm.d by th.
wichdn.ss ofthos. wbo,lih "1\"-0, han p..-s.cut.d th= (ap. 5). In th. ,iol.nc. of"1\..-o againsl Christians,
it is .asy 10 s•• Of! which sid. good and.,il a:r. plac.d.

Such confusion of good and.,il is chi. 10 rumour ifama) which is always swift and fals. (ap. 7.8; d. \-irgil,
Aen",-d 4.17-4). Ind••d th. cha:rg.s of infanticid. and cannibalism which a:r. l.,·.n.d againsl Christians may b.
pmnd againsl th.-ir accus..-s (ap. 9). "1\0 SffiS. can b. mad. of th. punishmffil of Christians simply fOf th.-ir
faihn 10 wo.-ship th. gods. Pagan pmctic. (ap. 14) and pagan fantasy about Christian wo.-ship (ap. 16) a:r•
• quaIl)' irrational. :-'hgic and d.c61 (ap. 23) p,,-"-..-I th. cours. of justic., whi!. pagan f.su.,·als dishonour
mod.s!}' (ap. 35). Th••nffili.s of Rom. do ,uong againsl th.-ir fdlows as ,nn as againsl th. ffilj>"-o.-, whi!.
Christians rdrain from "TOf!g-doing al .,...-y poinl (ap. 36). Christians a:r. ffiffili.s ofhuman ..-ro.-, nol ffiffili.s
ofhumankind (ap. 37.8). Th..-. is no .,il in th. rul.s and pmctic. of th. Christian community which ""pds
sinn..-s, diSpffiS'S charily fOf oth..-s and displays muruallon (ap. 39). Christian innocffiC. gOl'S b'yOf!d public
acls 10 inn..- anilud.s, fOf th.-ir God s.a:rch.s all h.arts and nothing can b. hidd.n from his judg=ffil (ap. 45);
y.-t it con.m blam. fOf .,."'), cataslroph. (ap. 40.2).

T..-rullian's Cffilral id.a is thaI th. UlJi,·..-s. is mad. of opposil.s which musl b. harmoniz.d and hdd log.th..- by
r.asOf!. Th. p..-s.cution of Christians d.slr0Ys this harmony and is th..-d'Of. fundalnffilaIl)' "Tong and chi. 10
dffi10llic P"f'·..-sion. Th. balanc. of .-!hical opposit.s ;s n,c,ssa:l)' and anticipal's God's final justic. which will
r.slo.-. all things. Th. p..-s.cu!iOf! of Christians und..-min.s th. mo.-al fabric of th. world. T..-rullian's claim is
Slrffigthffi.d by an insislffiC. thaI th. justic. of th. world is always pml"ptic and imp..-f'CI, wh..-.as th. final
justic. ofGod initial.s th••schalon now.

Ha'-ing rdUt.d th. main accusatiOf!s againsl Christians, T..-rullian mons 10 mino.- cha:rg.s (ap. 39-48).
Christian a.·.s a:r. ma:rhd



by exub"-Jllc, in lif. Jlld p.-ay..-, a \"'l..,c. pl.asing 10 God', Jlld hold a COllllllOfl p.-of.ssion, disciplin. Jlld
llop.. ChristiJllS m• .-r 10 off..- f='..,1 Jlld unil.d p.-ay..-Io God, p.-aying fOf all in a\llhorily Jlld fOf pl'ac. Jlld
th. POSlpOll=..,1 of th. End. Tog.th..- th.y r.ad th.-ir di--in. Scripnns Jlld stir up faith Jlld llop.. Judg=..,1
of\nong-do..-s is duly pond..-.d Jlld m=b..-s ar. sol.-llllll)' exp.n.d. Thos. who judg. ar. cmain thaI God is
walching th=. :-'-Ion.,', con.Cl.d onc. a month on a volunlary basis, is Sp"'I, nol on orgi.s b\ll on th. poor, on
d.stinn. childr.." on old peopl. who ar. sh\ll in Jlld on s"",,,'ors of ship"Hcks. Thos. banish.d 10 min.s,
islJllds or prison fOf th.-ir faith b.com. th. alumni of th.-ir conf.ssion (ap. 39.1---{;).

This p.-actic. of exc.s';"', charity bums a brJlld on ChristiJllS so thaI th.-ir n6ghbours say, 's•• how th." Ion
on. anoth..-I' Y.-r this broth..-hood is nol exclu';"'., b\ll joins ChristiJllS 10 pagJllS 'by law ofnann, our
COllllllOfl moth..-' (iur. narura. matris u:nius') ."..., if th. lan..- ar. hardly humJll b.caus. th.y fail as broth..-s.
How much mer. finingly (quanlo d'gn,·wfralr".) ar. th." call.d broth..-s who r.cogniz. on. God as th.;,
fath..-, han drunk on. spirit Jlld han bursl from on. womb ofignorJllc, 10 th. on.lighl oflrulh.

Fral..-nity is mad. strong..- b.caus. ChristiJllS shar. th.;,- mal..-ial poss.ssions. Cnlik. SOCIal.s or CalO, th.y
do nol shar. th.-ir ",,·.s, rdUsing 10 imilal. Attic wisdom or RomJll gra'il}' in this r.sp.cl. Th. ChristiJlllon
f.asl contrasls with pagJll orgi.s, fOf it is a r.ligious ollic., fr•• from all immod.s!}'. Pray..- is fonO\nd by a
chasl' Jlld frugal m.al, hJllds ar. wash.d Jlld lighls ar. broughl. Each slJllds 10 sing a h}mn, 6th..- from
scripnn or from his 0\'" composition Jlld this m.JllS h. ha.< 10 b. sob..-. Such a gath..-ing ofpious Jlld chasl'
propl. is nol a faction b\ll a sol= ass=bly (ap. 39).

Th. r.al factions (ap. ~O.lf.) ar. found among rhos. who blam. ChristiJllS fOf ."."'), disasl..-, with sho\lls of
'ChristiJllS 10 th. honl' This is absurd. Th..-. w..-. pI..,!}' of calamiti.s b.£Of. ChristiJllS "PP.ar.d, b.caus. sin
always had 10 b. punish.d. 'Th. humJll rac. has always d.s=·.d ill of God' (ap. ~O.IO). ),-1.., did nol work on
th.-irltmil.d narural knowl.dg. of God b\ll in""'I.d oth..- gods 10 fill his plac•. Th." wilfully ignor.d J.sus, th.
righlcous I.ach..-. lfth." had soughl Jlld ob.,-.d God, th.., God's grac. would han



r..,lac.d his \uath. Th.-ir ingratitud. brOUghl sulf.nng. By COlllraSl, Christian fasting, penir..,c. and pray..
ch.ck wichdn." and hold back disasl..- (ap. ~O.I~).

Christian ..,thusiasm plung.s inlo!if. in th. world which th.-ir God has cr.al.d. As sailors, soldi..-s, farm..-s,
Irad..-s and craltsm.." Christians playa full and usdUl 101. in socitl},. It is uu. thal,lih som. oth..-s, th." do

nol pay mon.y 10 th. l""'Pl.s; bur th.y gi.', much mor. 10 b.gga:rs in th. slr• .-r. Th." m••1th.-ir oth..-I"".S,
b.caus. th." will nor ddl-aud th.-ir narura! broth..-s (ap. 42). Of cours., it musl b. admin.d thaI Christians a:r.
nol much good 10 pimps, poiSOll"-S and soothsay..-s; bur th.-ir pray..-s 10 th. uu. God prOI.C1 th.-ir p..-s.curors
(ap. ~3). Furrh..-, it is a 10" 10 th. common\nalrh wh.., th. lruly good propl. a:r. kilI.d off (ap. ~~.I).

Christian p..-f'C1iOll com.s again 10 th. for•. Only Christians h.., d.a:r of crim.; this is a n.c.ssir}' nor a
cOllting..,cy. Thos', who a:r. Iaughl goodn." by God himsdf, han p..-f'C1 knowl.dg. through th.-ir p..-f'C1
I.ach..-. Orh..- .-!hica! ,i.ws a:r. human opinions, ca:rry human authority and a:r. na:rrow in scop•. \\Nch a:r. th.
la:rg..- claims: 'do nol kilIl' or 'do nol b. angryl', 'do nor commit adulr"')d' or 'do nollusll'~ Th. Christian
inc..,u.." 10 ,-irru. is .quaIl}' .rua:rg.d. Orh..- punishm..,IS c.as. al d.ath. Th. Christian f.a:rs .-r..-na! punishm..,1
from a@-in'iudg., b.for. whom h. can n.,.',,- hid. (ap. ~5).

Th. dim"" of T..-rull:ian's a:rgum..,1 combin.s Johannin. dualism, wh..-. d.ath brings !if., and Paul's accoullI of
God who rais.s th. d.ad and cr.al.s from nothing with a H..-adit.an and Sloic b.li.fin th. ultimacy of
opposil.s. R'SU'HCtion simply r..,.als cr.ation. \\-. who onc. did nol .,uSI w..-. mad.; wh.., \n han c.as.d
10 .,uSI, \n shall b. mad. all 0'''- again (ap. ~8.5f.). Cr.ation from nothing impli.s r.SlIlT.ction from d.ath.
Lighl and da:rkn." alr..-nal', as th. s.asOlls r.-rum in th.-ir ord..-. All things a:r. pr.s.,-,.·.d by p..-ishing and all
things a:r. r.-mad. our of d.ath. For th. @-in.logosorr.asonmad.th.UlJi,'..-s.fromopposil.s(ap.48.11).

That ,.,,-It ".,on which consttuettd th, ",,;,'m, out of ,hmi,,· '0 that .n thin~, from th,ir ""tith,ticol
sub"""", .~" irl • uni,,· - ,mp'" ""d ,olid .rum." ""d irlmirn." compr,h,nsibl, ""d irlcompr,h,nsibk li~t

""d dmn,,,. ,,',n lif, ""d d,.th - h., 01,0 '0 <li'po>td th, whol,



COut" of ,ri"'ne, acCOfding to • <!i,tinc,;,', pI"", '0 that th, first pm of it, which w, inh.bit, "ckomd from th,
",.tion, lIow, on to it, ,nd in th, 'g' of tim,; and th, fonowing pm, to which w, look "',nd, into boundl,ss

",mitv~

\\nen, how,,''''' th. end com", th. I.-mpo.-Jl fonn of th. world will pass away (ap. ~8.12). All men shall b.
nli,.d, judg.d and 'ffil ..tth... IO .-I..,-"Jllif. with God 0.- 10 .-1..,-,,01 punishmffil in fir•. Lil:. th. mounlain, which
bum but fffilain, th. wicl:.d will ffidur. in fir•. Th. oppoill." ju,lly ord....d, go on fo.-"',,,.

Thi, ,i.w of th. changing world i, old... than th. Plalonism which look ch",-g. of .J:r1}' Chri,tian thoughl. Thol.,
d.,crib.d th. world a, a eye!. OfWal"'1' chang. and insi'l.d thaI all thing,,,,-. full of god, (PP 85, 91;
Ari'loll., .\fer. A3.983b6, d<! amma A5Alla7). Anaximand ,aid thaI all thing, cam. from and mu:m.d inlo
th. Inddinil., 'making f..,,,,-ation and ,atisfaction 10 on. anoth '. In'l.ad ofon. mal...-iol ,ub'lanc. th.
'oppo,ition, in th. ,ub'lramm, which wa, a bound!.>, body, w ,..,,,,-al.d out' (PP 101 Simphciu" in Php.
2~, 13). Air, wal... and fir. oppo'. on. anoth... so thaI if'any on. ofthffil w.... bound!.>" th. oth..., would by
now han c.a,.d 10 bi (PP 105: Ari'loll., Php:'c, 5.20~b22).A, th. dffilffil' foughl with on. anoth..., th."
mu,1 mal:. f..,,,,-ation al an appmm.d tim. fo.- Ir.,pa,sing 0"'" th.... ltmits.

Anaximffi., b.li,,·.d thaI all thing, cam. from air, which wa, in,isibl. when ,,'en and ,isibl. when di,ru:rb.d by
cold, h.al, moi,ru:r. or motion. In con,lanl chang. and motion, it b.cam. fir., wind, cloud, wal..., .arth and
finally ,Ion. (PP HI Hiwolytu>, Ref 1.7.1).

F0.- XffiOPhan." a, .J:r1}' Chri,tian writ..., f.joic.d 10 h.",- (PP 170 Clffil. AI""., ,Irom. 5.109.1), th.... i,
on. god who "", think, and h.",-, all (PP 172 S""ru" adv. malh. 9.H~), b..mg immonabl. and ruling by
hi, mind (PP 171 Simpliciu',:n Php. 23.11 and 23.20). H. unifi., th. oppoill., in him,df, whi!. man i, born
of .arth and wal... (PP 181 Simpliciu',:n Php. 189.ID) and .arth i, gradually

,Qu., ratio uni"mi....m tx <!i",,,i.... compo,uit, ut omnia tx .,muli, subst""tii, sub uni.... com.."nt, tx nruo
" ,olido, tx animali "inanimali, tx comp"h,mibili "incomp"h,mibili, tx luct " ..mbri" tx ipsa ,i.. "mon,
,.d,m .,,-um quoqu, i.. <!i,tinet. con<!iciom com,ruit, ut prim. h.te pat, .b txOf<!iO "rum, ..mpOfali ."....d
firum d,lIu"" "qu,m "ero, quam '''p'etamU>, in infinitam .",mi....m J'fop.g'tUf. (ap. 'S.ll)



dissok'ed by the moisnn of the sea, in a pmce" ofUlJi,'..-sJ! ch""ge (PP 18~ HippolylUs, Ref LH.5).

H..-adirus gi-.'es the most striking account ofopposites ""d of the sov..-eign logos which must be the goJ! of
knowledge ""d guide 10 life (PP 19~f.. Sexrus, adv,math. 7.132-3, PP 196 Hippolyrus, Ref 9.9.1). The
union of opposites may be inh..-em Of succes';"'e. Firsl, 'Th..-e ",e opposites which inh..-e in Of ",e
simult""eously p.-oduced by a single subject.') The same sea wal..- is good fOf fish ""d harmful 10 hum""s (PP
199 Hippolyrus, Ref 9.10.5). The path up ""d the path down is the same (PP 200 HippolylUs, Ref 9.IOA).
Only disease, hung..- ""d tiredness c"" show the goodness ofhealth, fullness ""d rest (PP 201 Siobacus, Ed.
3.1.177).

Second, th..-e ",e succes,;,,'e opposites which ",e 'dilf..-enl stages in a single in,'Jriable p.-ocess' -' Between life
""d death, waking ""d sleeping, youth ""d age, th..-e is change ""d inl..-ch""ge. Things ",e broughllogeth..
""d held apJ:rl, ",e whole ""d nol whole, ",e in ""d oUi of tune' God indeed is hoth day ""d nighl (PP 20~

HippolylUs, Ref 9.10.8). From the bal""ce ofopposites comes a deep unity. Hidden h...-monies ",e strong..
th"" those which ",e "PP",enl (PP 207 HippolylUs, Ref 9.9.5). ",,'ann p.-cf..-s conceahnenl (PP 208
Themistius, or. 5.p.69D). \\.'" which gonrns all things (PP 211 Origen, eel•. 6A 2) is UlJi,'..-sJ! fath..- ""d
king (PP 212 HippolylUs, Ref 9.9A). Yet th..-e is continuity, like thai of a ";"'''-; he who tries 10 Slep inlo the
same ";"'''-, SlepS inlo dilf..-enl wal..-s which scall..- ""d gath..-, join ""d flow away, come ne", ""d depJ:rl (PP
2H: Arius Did]mus apud Eu.leb'um Praeparat'o Evangehca 15.20 ""d Plut",ch, de E apud Delpho.
18.392B). Fire is the stulfof all things. 'This World-Ofd..- (the same fOf all) was made by no god Of m",,; bUi it
was """-, is ""d shall be "" "",,--u,-mg fire, with measllfes of its kindling ""d measllfes of its going OUl' (PP 217:
Clem. Alex., .trom. 5.1 O~.I). Fire, sea ""d earth mUlUalIy ch""ge ""d bal""ce one ""oth..- (PP 218 Clem.
Alex., .trom. 5.10~.3). As money ""d goods ",e exch""ged, so it is with fire ""d all things (PP 219 Plut",ch,
d" E 8.388D). The thund..-hoh which guides all things is pllfesl hea"cnI)' fire (PP 220 Hippolyrus, Ref
9.10.6). The sun is new ""C!)' day (PP 225 Arislotle, .I/Neor. B2.355a13) ""d is

) pp IS~

, Ibid

, be TfcnlTWv ~v KOI t~ tvOi; TfCnno (PP ,OJ [.\ri>totl'l d. ",ur.d~ 1.J>6b'O



go"emed by mea",,"" which justice mOlns (PP 226: Plut",ch, d<J exil. 2.60~A). To know how 'JIIthings ",e
m..-ed through JII' (PP 22i Diogenes La..-tius, Liv<J' 9.1);s the sole wisdom Jlld;s found only in a god who
resembb Jlld dilf..-s from lrns (PP 228 Clem. Aln., 'Irom. 5.115.1). In a chJllgtng world, sdf-knowledge
(PP 2~6 Plut",ch, adv. Co/Diem, 20.1118C), re"r.im (PP 2~8 Diogenes L• ..-tius, Live, 9.2) Jlld
d..,..."dence on di-ine low (PP 2W Diogenes LJ..-tius, Live, 9.2) pro,ide the way ofund..-slJllding (PP 250
Slob.rns, Eel. 3.1.179).

Sloicism look the hJflllOlly of opposites as the fundJlllenlJ! fe.rure ofnorure und..- the conlrol of re.son. It;s 10

the Hymn of CleJllthes th.1 we mn the de",esl slJlemenl of H..-.clileJll strife, mod"-'led by di-ine re.son.
'But you know how 10 m.h things croohd SIrJighl Jlld 10 ord..-things disordffi)'. You Ion things unlond.
For you h.n so wdded inlo one JIIthings good Jlld b.d, th.1 they sh",e in • singk ",,'.riasling
re.son' (LongSdley, 5~ I, SYF, 1.537). According 10 Chrysippus, those who objecllo pro,idence bec.use
of the exislence ofIroubb Jlld ..,ils ",e foolish. Good Jlld ..,iI 'musl necessaril}' exisl in opposition 10 e.ch
oth..- Jlld supported by. kind ofopposed inl..-d"!>endence'. Indeed opposites ",e 'tied 10 e.ch oth..- in polar
opposition, .s Plolo sJid. Remon one Jlld you remon the oth..-." Infirmities of the body, like the thinness of
the sl."Il!I w..-e necess",y for fJtionJlily. \ ·irtue w.s born through norure's pbn (per co>uilium naturae) Jlld
,ices w..-e born by relotion ofopposition (per adfimlatem conlrar.am) (Genius 7.1.1-13; SYF, 2.1669, 70;

LongSedley, 5~Q). Three hundred ye",s lol..-, clos..- 10 the time of TertulliJll, EpicleI\ls "YOle, 'lrns h.s
ordJined th.1 th..-e be summ..- Jlld "inl..-, plenlY Jlld PO'-ert}', '-irrue Jlld ,ice Jlld JII such opposites for the
s.h of the hJrmony of the whole' (D",. I, 12, 165).'

Seneca nplJined the ffiO"emenls ofhe.n11ly bodies (nal. quae,l. 7.27): '\\1,"1 then CJll we say? Is nol the

uM'..-se itself, ifyou look .1 it, composed of conlrJSls (ex diver", compo,ilUJy Despite their

, Thi, will not ,.ti,j\'lo,untiu, as "" txpl"".tion of ",1>. Th. Stoics u. "~ongWh.n th.,- 'ftpl,-mostclum,il,-th..
among pI""" ""d .rnmal, th", u. m"",- who" u"fuln.", has up to now gOnt unnoticed; but th.. thi, will b.
<lisco\'tftd in the ,our" of tim.' (do ira doi lJ.9f; 51':r 2.111Z; 10ngS.dl.,- l'R)

S.. A. A. lon~ Holloni"i' pWocophy (london 191.), IS L ""d al,o H. llo,-d-Jon". J);~J""i" ofb"" (london
I'll I)



affinity, Leo pmOOc.s SCOfChing h.al and AquJrius brings fro,.., ;c.; th." "'. both of th. ",m. ""I=al
condition bm th.ir df.cl and nann "'. dilf..-..,I. Th. ris. ofAri.s is sudd.., and thaI ofLib.-a is slow. Th.
d=..,ls "'. opposil.s (conlrar.'a inler ,e): h.a')' and lighl, hoI and cold, 'HI and dry. Th. world is a harmony
of discOfds (tOIa ha.c m\llldi concOfdia "" diSCOfdibus conSIaI'):. Th. sam. kinds ofh.a"ffil)' bodi.s may tal:.
up th.ir positions onc. a y.'" Of onc. ",'..-y thirty y."'s. ,",'ann J'fd'..-s ,'.,,-jtl}' 10 unifOflllily (non ad \Illam
naN", fOllllam opus suum J'fa'SIaI, s.d ipsa ,'.,,-j.-lal. s. iaclat'):, J'foducing things l",g. and small, fasl and slow,
strong and 'Hal:, ,,,,1..,1 and mod..-al., in@idualandcomm\lllal. Th. pow..- ofnann is ",id..,1 in th. fr.al:
ph..,om.na which do nol fit th. normal pan=.

Th. world of S..,.dsplays .xhibils th. conJ:licl offuror and ralio againsl a Sloic backgro\llld. S..,.ds
d.scription of th. forum (ira, 2.81-91):;s r.-minisc..,1 of a school of gladialors. 'Th.y "'. a con.ction ofwild
animals Of WOfS.; bm ifth. ,,-;s. man g.-ls angry with th=, h. will always b. angry. Ang..-, in facl, is om of
plac•."

For Philo Judarns (Quae'l, Gen. 2.55):, nann d"p..,ds on th. changing pan= of s••dtim. and h"'HSI, cold
and h.al, SUlnm..- and spring, day and nighl. Each ,'.,,-jalion is n,c,sSaf)' for th. saftl}' and growth of an
ifldi,idual spec;.s Of planl. ,",'ann;s Ii... a harmony of dilf..-..,I nol.s, som. high som.low; ind••d th.Il:M',,-s,
is compos.d opposil.s. L·nI." 'H J'f.s.,-,.'. narur.s Ofd..- of cold and w=, 'HI and dry, all things on.arth
will di•.

As usual, Philo finds a d."p"- m.ani:ng in th. rd",'anl ",,-S' (G..,. 8.22 (LXX):):. S••d and h",,',sl "'. b.ginning
and ..,d, which "'. both caus.s of saJ,'alion. B.ginning n••ds ..,d and..,d n••ds b.ginning. Philo inl..-pr.-lS cold
and h.al as f.", and ang..-, day and nighl as r.ason and fony. All ofwhich shows th. J'f'S"'C' of opposil.s in
man as in th. cosmos.

So H..-aclil.an opposil.s persiSI in H.nffiistic and Roman thoughl.

lu" os hUlguag. ma" b. riddlin~ ombiguous. paudo,;col '0 in the ...-odd oppo,;tt, co.';". uni,,·;, a pro<luet of
,hm;'" homton" a com.qu.nce of ,trif. the ...-odd;, a uni,,· of oppo,;tt'. a homton" of oppo,ing fOfC"

'C;ttd bY Ri", Stoic orthodox"



which c"" b, ,i~,dbY such "a"m,nt> os 'God i, day ni~', win'" ,ummtf, wu p,a,,' (ft, 6J DK); 'Th, foad up

""d do"n i, om ""d th, ,om,' (ft, 60 DK)'

(;;)-
The Di,-ine Econo",:.

To modem.. the ,trife of opposites, God i, p.-esffi' from the beginning of J!l thing, 10 their ffid. Th..-e i, no
room for new god,. The world, wheth..- it had a beginning or not, wa, ',urdy found 10 han beffi once for J!l
arranged and equipped and ord..-ed in it, p.-esffit mucnn ffitirdy und..- the guidance of rea'Of!. That (God)
could not be imperfect, which ha' perfected J!l things (ap. 11.5). From the beginning, rightffiUS and ,pirit-filled
messffig..-' came inlo the world 10 ,p.-ead the knowledge of God a, crealOf, law-gi\',,- and judge (ap. 18.1-3).
Prophecy show, the continuity of J!l time and the pow..- of God', ,o,'..-eignty oy..- pa't, p.-esffit and future (ap.
20). Fulfilled p.-ophecy conftnm faith in pa't and p.-esffit, and ,uch faith may rea,onably be p.-ojected imo the
future (ap. 20.3f) The unity of di--ine hi'lory (ap. 21)from creation 10 the coming of Chri,t ,aw the rejection of
the Jew, and a new di,pen,ation. The ,Of! of God came 10 reform and illuminate the world, 10 enlightffi and
lead the human race. The di--ine word, ofwhom the philosoph..-, had al,o ,pokffi, con'tructed the UlJi,'''-'' and
p.-eseryed it, mtional ord..-.

Aft..- the ,Of! (word rea,Of!) came the ,pirit, within the ,ame di--ine di,pen,ation, and through him God', people
han ,p.-ead througholll the world. 'Weare bill ofyest..-day, yet we han filled J!l that i, yours: cities, island"
fortresses, country to"n" me.-ting-pbces, ,,'ffi camp" IIlbes, companies, palace, 'ffiate, forum; we han left
you only your temples (ap. 37..1). \\'i!holll Chri,tian, the empire would be empty and Roman' would be panic
,trickffi in their 'olitude and the 'death-like ,rupefaction of the world' (ap. 37.7). Fortunatdy, Chri,tian, do not
compete in the race for fame and position. For thffil the world i, a single cOlllfllOllwealth; 10 declare thffil an
illegal association i, ab'urd (ap. 38.1).



th. humJll rac •. God', plJll mon, in.xo.-ably 10 fin,,) judg=.,,1 Jlld th• ."d of th. world (ap. ~1.2f) In th.
m.Jlltim., ChristiJll' play th.;,- public rol. within th. world which th.;,- God ha, mad. (ap. ~2), fonowing th.
pan= of thaI @'in.justic.whichpa".dfrom:-'-Io..,toth. RomJll' (ap. -15).

In his cOlIcludtng p",agraph, T.nulIiJll pl.ads thaI, hmn.,-..- foolish ChristiJll claim, may "=, th." "'.
n.c.,,"'1' fOf th. dd'."c. of ,-irtu. ,,'hich flourish., und..- tlnal ofpunishm.,,1 Jlld pmmi,. of .-1=,,) bli".
Such foolish thing, "'. usdUl. 'It i, th..-d'Of. n.,,',,- .xp"di."llo d.cl",. a, faJ.. Of 10 hold a, foolish whal it i,
.xp"di.m 10 r.g",d a, uu•. '1,' Ifit b. no",.".., it should b. m.1 with ridicul. rath..- thJll with ,wOfd Jlld fir•.
Such punishm.,,1 i, futiI., fOf th. ChristiJll (Ii... th. Sloic ,ag.) CJlll101 b. hann.d againsl hi, will. H. will chao..
cOlId=ation rath..- thJll "PO'la'y Jlld th..-.by achi.,,'. hi, d.sir. (ap. W.6).

'Th..-d'Of., in d}'ing, \n COlIqu..-' (ap. 50.3).11 T.nulIiJll ."d, triumphJlltly in th. fac. ofopposil... RomJll
ruI..-" who.. injustic. confirm, ChristiJll innoc."c., ,,'in fa"o\!f through killing ChristiJll', but ChristiJll'
incr.a.. in numb..-. 'Th. blood of ChristiJll' i, ...d' (ap. 50.13). Th.ir CO\!fag. inspi!-.. mar. propl. thJll do
th. wOfds of C;c..-o Jlld S.".ca. Srubbomn.., COlIqu..-' ,ri•. ':-'hsl"')' bdong, 10 thaI '""')' ob,tinacy which
you COlIM..- disgracdUl' (ap. 50.15)." A wim." of ,uch ob,tinacy will b. mond 10 inquir. about it,
doctrin.., b.com. cOlI,'inc.d" Jlld himsdf go 0lI10 mJ:rt}Tdom, winning fOf~''''''' fOf all hi, sin,. P",adox
ha, th. lasl wOfd. \\11." cOlId=.d by .arth1}' ruI..-" ChristiJll' "'. acquin.d by God."

(iii)-
The Triumph of/he Cro"

FOf T..-rulIiJll, a, fOf Justin," th. cross ha, a p..-siSI.,,1 plac•. PagJll' tr.al ChristiJll' a, th." tr.al th.ir idol,1
Th." plac. th=

1,' 'itaqu. non ''l'.elit fol,. elici, me m.p" hab.n, qua. ''l'.elit "era pu"",",' (:;p. H2)

11 'ergo ,incimm, rum occi<limut

" 1p" illa ob,tinatio quom "'probati" magistta "f

l) Imtin tell, how h. follow.d thi, "qu.nct

"'lit "t a.mulatio eli,ina. ft. "hum."a•. rum d=omur a ,'obi, a D.o ab,ohirnut (:;p 10.16)

" Fos whom the co,mic cross wos \;no"'" to Ploto ."d thm u. cro"" ",.",,'hm



on a cross Of slak., th." I.ar th.-ir sid.s with claws and "".s Of th." throw th= imo th. fir•. Christians ar.
cond=.d 10 th. '""')' min.s WhffiC' th. pagan gods draw th.-ir mal..-ial subslanc. (ap. 12.3-5). Th. Christian
cross is an unmutilal.d and compl.l. god, and th.l.gionJ:l)' slandards in a Roman camp ar. bUl d.cOfal.d
cross.s (ap. 16.g). Th. df.Cu.,'ffi.SS of Christian ""pansion gOl'S back 10 th. crudly of?\"..-o which smnd th.
blood of Christians as s••d (ap. 21.25). Tom and bl••ding, Christians conf.ss und..-Ionur. '\\'. WOfship God
through Chrisl' (ap. 21.28).

Th. Christian fac.s marl}Tdom as a soldi..- fac.s war. \\11..-. th. man, who complain.d aboUl bani., 'fighls
with all his Strffigth and r.joic.s Whffi h. conqu..-s in bani•... our bani. is thaI \n ar. summon.d bd'o.-.
tribunals 10 fighl th..-. for th.1ruIh al th. risk ofour a..•s' (ap. 50.2). Th. priz. is ',clory, th. gk,,-y ofpl.asing
God and gaining Iif• .-r=al, ",'ffi ifbd'or. Roman .,-.s Christians may s.= 10 b. d.sp..-al. and r.ckl.ss
mffi." Gonmors "".cUl. Christians 10 gain popularity with th. mob; y.-r \n spring up in gr.al..- numb..-s th.
mo.-. \n ar. mown down by you; th. blood of Christians is s••d' (ap. 50.13). H..-. T.millian again poinls
back 10 Justin, for whom a s••d of logos is in .,.."'), human b.-ing and Christians participal' in th. r.aliI}', th.
logos who sows th. s••d. Christians ar. th=sd,'.s s••d, and a caus. in th. narur. ofrhings (Justin, ] apo!.
7.1)1" Both Justin and T.millian poinl back 10 th. th=. ofth. Fourth Gospd, wh..-. a grain ofwh.al must fall
inlo th. ground 10 di. and b.ar much fruit (John 12.2~). Th.law of cr.ation and th.law ofr.d.-mption ar. on.
law; h..-. again H..-ac!irus is usdUl.

T.millian's accounl of ConfliCI bmnffi good and .,il, th. w,'in••conomy of a God who is firsl and lasl, and th.
p..-siSlffil s••d ofth. cross, all poinllo a unif}'ing.-!hic and m.-raphysic which n••ds 10 b. hpl in mind ifhis
argutllffil is 10 b. und,,-slood. Christians ar. nol accidffilal "nuns; th." ar. pari of God's 100al plan, for w,'in.
r.ason .srablish.d th. world and cam.

" y" th,", actiom continuo th, tuelition of :'!uciu" Emp,dod", Dido, R,gujus ""d .\n=chus who wos .bl, to
joh .bouthi, cru,1 d..lh(ap. 10)

'" From such ~ound ,prin~, th., which fOf"'" "mw, th, ,orth

Ihou~ it i, fOf"'" d,,,;,d

I. S. Elio', .\furder in th«ath£dral (london 19)1), SJ



in Christ, 'that original firstborn wOfd, allend.d by pow..- ""d r.aS{)fl, sustain.d by th. spirit' (ap. 21). Th." a:r.
God's gift 10 th. world, mod..-ating calamiti.s (ap. ~O.13) ""d looking 10 th. final judgenlent which;s dday.d
(ap. ~L3). harful of God ""d his s.a:rching judgenlent, th.y alon. achi.,,'. rightwusn.ss (ap. ~5), ""d when
th. conflict of th. world ;s finany r.sok·.d, th. uu. WOfshipp..-S of God will b. for.,,',,- with him, whi!. oth..-s
pass inlo .-t..--nal fir•.

B-
Recol:nizinl: (be Well-known God

T..-nilli",,'s s.cond gen..-al principl. in th. apo!ogN,cum;s that Christi"" faith;s th. r.cognition of a God who;s
UlJi,'..-sany known. \\-. han ahady s.en in his puzl!. (ch. 2) ""d pa:radox (ch. 3) how T..-nilli",,'s appa:rent
contradictions point 10 d.c;';"'. denlents in a coh..-ent pall..--n of thought. This ;s .quaIl}' uu. in th.
apo!ogN,'cum, wh..-. h. claims that th. soul;s naturaIl}' Christi"" (ap. 17.6) ""d y.-t that Christi""s a:r. mad.,
not born (ap. ISA). This looks 1i1:. a straight contradiction, for what;s naturaIl}' Christi"" must b. born that
way. How then do men know Go,!?

Christi""s do not WOfship th. Rom"" gods who a:r. m..-dy glorifi.d men, han cr.at.d nothing ""d a:r. gum)' of
wichd crim.s. Thos. who folk>w pag"" d6ti.s insuh thenl, multiply thenl ""d trad. in thenl. Th. gods a:r.
ch.at.d in rit.s ofWOfship, ridicul.d in Iit..-atur., laugh.d at in th.atr.s. Th';'- telllpb a:r. polhll.d by th.;,- own
folk>w..-s ""d not by th. Christi""s who stay outsid•. Christi""s do not WOfship th. h.ad of "" ass, but pag""s
WOfship m""y kinds of animals.

\\1lat God, then, do Christi""s WOfship~ T..-rulli",,'s stalenlent;s C{)flC;S,. God ;s h. who by his wOfd, wisdom
""d pow..-, cr.at.d th. cosmos from nothing for th. gk,,-y ofhis maj,sl}' (ap. 17.1). Th. denlents ofbodi.s ""d
spirits a:r. Ofd..-.d by his wisdom. Pa:radoxicaIl}', h.;s in,isibl. but c"" b. s.en, incompr.hensibl. but mad.
known through grac., b.,-ond high.st thought but conc';"'abl. by th. hum"" mind. For what.,,·..- th. sens.s Of
th. mind grasp;s inf..-ior 10 th. faculty which appr.hends, so a hum"" mind cannot grasp God who;s known 10
himsdf a1on•. Th. pow..- ofhis gr.am.ss mak.s him known ""d unknown. ),-I",,'s suprenl' fauh;s



a rmsallo recognize or reCOneCI the God whom he cannol fail 10 know.

Tertullian uses proofs of God's exislence, when other apologisls had considered them unnecessary."- After all,

Christians were regarded as srupid atheisls nol srupid theislS. ProofofGod, for Tertullian, shows common
ground with Sloics. Firsl, God may be prond from his works by which \n are presef\'ed, suslained, and
covered with delighl and wonder. Secondly, God ;s prond by the lestimony of the soul which ;s narurally
Christian and which declares sponlaneously, 'Greal Godl Good Godl', as it looks up 10 skies where God
chnns and whence he descended (ap. 17.5f) )'-Iankind's UlJi,'ersal awareness of gods;s y.-r another Sloic

theme.

From narure \n mon 10 the accounl ofGod in scriprure which lens ofhis firsl messengers who, from their
righleousness, were worthy 10 know and 10 declare him. By the crealor's spirit, they declared him as the UUe

Prometheus who orders the seasons and their courses. They gan further proofs of God from his chastisemenl
of sinners, his laws and his furore and final judgemenl. Once, like his presenl readers, Tertullian laughed al all
this; bur he and others han changed by deliberale choice. "\-e come from among you; Christians are made, not
born' (de nsms sumus frun!, non nascunrur Christiani') (ap. 18A). The ancienl authority of these writings (ap.
19.1) is increased by the way (amacm'e 10 Sloics) in which their prophecies are confirmed by narural disaslers,

human depra'il}', regularity of seasons inlerspersed with catastrophes, the exalting of the humble and the purring
down of the proud (ap. 10.1).

Antiquity, it is objecled, cannol be claimed when the Christians han rejecled so many of the ancienl ways of
the Jews. Are they simply hiding under the protection of a distinguished religion which;s sanctioned by the law?
),-\oSI people, replies Tertullian, know something of Chrisl bur regard him simply as a man; a few slalemenls
abour his w,-inily are therefore required (necesse esl igirur pauca" de Chrislo ur Deo' (ap. 11.3). Tertullian

begins from

"Cl,m,n' thou~, such proofs unn"t>""v ""d irnpiom

" lhi, word i, 'HOn~Vuhn '0 in<licott .limittd in,,,,,, in chri"olo~' bY 1. 10rtI. D., Chri",ntum 01, :"!onoth,i,mm
in d,n Apologtt,n dt> [,...ittn lohrhund,",. in A. :..!. Ko,nig" (,d.). B<tt,.dgo ou,. GOCGhi,h,. do" dJi"li,h~n
.lItmu= urJ d.,. BF~nti"i"Gh~nLi,.,.aW,. FS .1. ErJbrd(Bofut. 1922). J~I-n



the faih,,"" of the J."ys 10 do whal God required and the p.-ophecy of a new and faithful people who would
rec";'·e a wider grace and a nobler discipline. God's SOlI came 10 renew and enlighlen. He was the ruler and
masler of this grace and discipline, the illuminalOf and guide of the human race (ap. 2 I.7). How was he born~

?\either the shameful pedigrees of the pagan gods no.- the no.-mal mode ofhuman procreatiOll can apply to him.

His wo.-k was appropriale 10 his subslance as wo.-d, reasOll and power ofGod.leno and Cleanthes spoke of
him in lerms of crealo.-, fale, god, mind of Jupiter, necessity and spirit of the uM·erse. Like them we sec his unity
as wo.-d, reasOll and power. Proceeding from God, 'he is called "SOlI of God" and "God" from unity of
subslance fOf God also is spirit' (ap. 2UI).

As with a ray of the sun, there is exlension, bill no di-ision of subslance. Spirit of spirit, God of God, he enlered
the womb of the \-irgin and was born as God and man. So he was expecled and is still expecled by the Jews
who do nol belien thaI he has come; bill he was always 10 come I\,"ice, OlIce in human fonn and a secOlld time
in di--ine majesty. The Jews, in their blindness, did nol sec him as wo.-d and power of God and assigned his
miracles 10 magical powers.

His death was fredy chosen and his reslllTec!ion was nol public because thaI would han made things 100 easy
fOf the wicked, 'so thaI faith, being destined 10 a greal r.","...-d, should nol sland firm witholll difficully' (ap.
21.22). Faith was nO! meanllo be easy. YCl Pilale was con'·crted, the disciples of Jesus spread o,-er the world,
and the sa'·agery of?\ero sowed the seed of Christian blood al Rome.

This, says Tcrtullian, is the way we began, how we look the name ofOllf seel from Ollf founder. Consider him
as a man, in and through whom God wishes 10 be wo.-shipped. ),-Ioses laughl the Jews religion; the Greeks had
s.,,·eralleachers;?\u:ma Pompilius bllfdened the Romans with superstitions when he used religion 10 lame crude
sa'·ages through fe...- ofmany gods; Chrisl comes 10 bring lrulh 10 those who...-e dec";'·ed by their '·cry culture
(,p,a urbamlaJ) (ap. 21.30). He challenges Romans 10 lesl the lrulh of Chrisl' s di--inity, by innstigating its
power 10 destroy the falsehood ofmany gods.



\\lIen th. J.ws rum.d from God. th"}' w..-. scan..-.d in all dtr.ctions and 'wand..- 0'-"- th. world without 6th..
man Of God fOf th.ir king' (ap_ 21.5)_ Th. dispensation of God continu.s through th. coming of ChrisI. th. son
of God. 10 rd'o.-m and enlighlen th. world_ FaiIh r"cognize. God in th. inca:mal. Chrisl who sends his discipl.s
inlo all th. world with th. prornis. thaI h. is with th=_ H. has gon. bd'Of. th= in th. uM-"-Sal consciousn.ss
of th. soul which is narurally Christian_

T..-rullian's a:rgumenl h..-. ""pounds. with ",.al subtl.t},. an ",;sl=logy of r.cognition Of r.con.ction_ Th.
I.stimony of th. soul which is narurally Christian is compl.-t.d in th. r.cognition of th. uM-"-Sal God al th.
clim"" ofhis dispensation in Chrisl_ FaiIh r.calls God 3S on. God al dilf..-enl slag.s ofhis .COllOllly_ T..-rullian is
abl. 10 "Til. 10 Romans b.caus. th"}' a:r. human and all humans know God and should b. abl. 10 r.cogniz.
him in Chrisl_

This ",;sl=logy is d.a:r in th. ch"Pl..-s (ap_ 1;-21) which han juSI b.en consid..-.d_ Christians WOfship on.
God who cr.al.d alIlhi:ngs by his commanding wOfd. his Ofd..-ing r.ason and his enabling pow..-_ Th. world is
a cosmos. an ornamenl of God's maj.st}'_ Th. in,isibl. God may b. s.en. th. incompr.hensibl. may b. known
by ",ac•. th. in.stimabl. is acc.ssibl. as th. Iru. and might}' God_ Known only 10 himsdf. h. may b. found by
all ""c"p1 thos. who 'rdUs. 10 recognize him. ofwhom th"}' cannOl b. ignoranl' (ap_ 1;_3)_ O.spil. all burdens
and ba:rri..-s th. soul nam.s God 'Good Godl Gr.al Godl 0 I.stimony ofth. soul which is narurally
Christianl' (ap_ 1;_6)_

To this narural .,idenc•. God has add.d th. documenl of scriprur._,o From th. b.ginning. God had senl inlo th.
world m."eng..-s 10 mak. himsdfknown as th. on. God who found.d th. uM-"-S'. cr.ating mankind and
fixing th. Ofd..- of th. world with ils s.asons_ H. "Ppoim.d slann.s and laws. r.wa:rds and punislunenls. so thaI
al th. end .ach would r.c';"-. his d.s..-ts_ Th. r.cOfd ofth. proph.ls pass.d from H.br.w inlo Gr••k 10
pro,id. uM-"-Sal acc." 10 God's 1ruIh_ 'H. who ~slens will find God h. who also lak.S pains 10 und,,-sland
will b. comp.n.d 10 b.~.,- .. (ap_

'0 Th, Chri,ti"" bibl, wos 0 \"tfY new thing in T,rtulli",,·, doy



Po~.11

18.9). Th. aUlhority ofth. ,acr.d boob d"-;"'., from th.-ir ag. which fa:r ""c••d, thaI of oth..- \,,-iring,. It i,
cOllftrm.d by th. cour,. ofhi,lO.-y 'whaw.-..- i, laking plac. wa, p.-oph.si.d, whaw.-..- i, now "ffi wa, h.a:rd
of (ap. 20). Th.1ruIh of ,criptur. i, cOllftrm.d a, it i, r.ad. Th. ,criptur., a:r. p.-ond 10 b. di--in. by th.-ir daily
di,a'trous fulfihnffil "\1li1. \n ,uff..-, th"}' a:r. r.ad; whi!. \n r.cogniz. th=, th.y a:r. p.-ond' (dum patimur,
l.guntur; dum r.cogn;,cimu" p.-obantur' ap. 20.3). Th. human rac. ha, alway, d.,.,...·.d th. punishmffil of
God. It, fir'l n.gl,cllay in nol folk>,,-ing up th. partial knowl.dg. which it had ofhim, in\'ffiring oth..- god, and
sinning ""ub..-antly in ignOfanc. of a di--in. judg•. Had mffi loohd fOf God, th"}' would han l.alllllo know
him and whffi th.y .-.cogniz.d him, th"}' would han ob"},.d him and found hi, grac. (ap. ~O.II).

T..-rull:ian do., nol '"pa:ral. th. natural Ofd..- from th. di--in., no.- r.a,on from faith, in hi, accounl of Chri,tian
faith a, r.cognition." In many plac., h. lalb aboUl 'r.cognizing' (r<!cognoJcere) (ap. 17.3, 20.3, 39.3;
praeJCY. 27.6; Jud. 9; Val. 3; .Ilan:. I.1g, 3.2A, ~.I; nat. 1.10.11, 1.16.13.) which may m.an '10 know
again, r.cogniz., r.call, inn,tigal', ""amin., in,peCI, r"i.,,-' Of 'd.,cnbi. \\lIffi P.-t..- had "ffi th. mi.-acl. of
th. loan, and compa:r.d it with p.-'C.dffil' in Elisha, h. r.cogniz.d th. fulfihnffil in Chri'l and conf.".d, 'You
a:r. th. Chri'II' (.Ilan:. .\.21.6) Again'l :--'-Ia:rcion, T..-rull:ian insi'I' thaI God mu,1 fir'l b. known through wOfb
ofnatur., thffi r.cogniz.d by th. p.-dictiom of th. p.-oph.-t,. \\'i!hoUl th. fir'I, natural knowl.dg., r.cognition
through ,criptur. could nol occur (.Ilan:. 1.18.2). ),-10'1 peopl. b.li,,'. in God, bUl only b.caus. th"}' han
"idffiC' ofhi, wOfh (.Ilan:. 1.12.2f) It i, p.-op..- fOf anyon. '10 r.cogniz. a, God on. whom natur. ha,
ahady commffid.d 10 him, whom h. p..-c";"'., daily in all hi, wOfh, who i, b, known fOf on. r.a,on only,
mllndy, thaI man ha, nol thoughl ofhim a, uniqudy on., ha, g;..'ffi him a pluralily ofnam., and ha, wOfsJUpp.d
him in oth..- fonns (Val. 3.2)-"

" A.B. :'!uiiOl, El ""tifilo,ofi,mo d. I.nulli""o \" la f. como ftconocimi.n,o, RET )5 (1%5),) 21, 2)) I~ (2it)

"•• 'qu.m iWl illi natura commi,it, qu.m coti<li. in op.ribus omnibus "mi', hoc '010 minus notum, quod unicum non
puwi', quod in numtfo nomina-it, quod in alii, adowit'



Justic. would n.,,'..- p..-mil ),·brcion's unknown God 10 punish thos. who do nol know him (2 Th.ss, 1.2Sf.),
b.caus. th"}' han n.,,'..- h.a:rd his gospd, A God who;s unknown by nann, but known only through his

gospd, could nol punish th. ignoranc. ofthos. who had no acc." 10 this uniqu. sourc. ofknowl.dg., On th.
oth..- hand, th. cr.alor;s kno\", through his works which a:r. ",'..-ywh..-.; knowl.dg. ofhim;s naMa!, .,,'ffi
obligalory (.\!an, 5,16.3),

ChriSl's coming was annoUllc.d for s.,,'..-a! r.asons, Firs!, th. fath..- should annoUllC. th. son, nol th. son th.
fath..-, S.cond, Chrisl was sffil and th. authority ofth. s.nd..- musl b • ."id.m, b.£or. th. on. sffil may b.
r.c.;.".d, H. who;s sffil r.c';"'.s his commission from a sffid..-, A son;s nam.d by his fath..-; this;s a gffi..-a!

rul. and whal.,,'..- contra"ffi'S it musl b. susp.C!, ?\6th..- in ord..- of r.cognition nor in its disposition can a
copy lal:. JX.C.dffiC. 0""- an original, A suddffi Chrisl without God, a son without a fath..-, an ffi"Oy without
a sffid..- would b. absurd, God works by ord..- and arrangffilffil and it mak.s good SffiS. 10 annoUllC. whal

has b.ffi JX.arrang.d, so thaI whffi it h"PPffis, its di--in. authority may b. JXond, \\lIffi it com.s 10 a work of
such magnilud. as th. saJ,'ation of th. human rac. through faith, JX"Pa:ration by arrangffilffil and annOUllCffilffil
;s '''ffitia! for r.cognition of th. di--in., Th..-. ;s no r.cognition (agnilio) without disposition (di.po.ilio), 'Faith,
whffi inform.d by such a JXOC'ss, mighl justly b. r.qu:ir.d ofman by God; for onc. r.cognition has mad. faith
posSlbl., it;s obligalory 10 b.li.,,'. whal on. has ind••d l.am.d 10 b.li.,,'. from whal has b.ffi JX.diCl.d
(praed:CGI:o)' (.lfan, 3,2A),"

T..-rulIian's accoUlll offaith as r.cognition and r.con.ction ;s nol an apolog.-tic imJXo,isation, It fils his theology
of di--in. unicity, th. goodn.ss and magnificffic, of cr.ation, th. idffitification of Chrisl as son of th. fath..-, th.
saJ,'ation and r.sponsibilily ofhumanity, It;s parr of a Sloic con'lction of di--in. JXo,idffic, and

" :'!uiiOl, El ""tifilo,ofi,mo, "), '1. cr••cion p.rmit< rtoonoctr al Dio, d. 1. ""tl.cion; 10' prof"., p.rmit<n
rtoonoctr que tl mi,imo Dio, prom". \' cump1., A,; 1. cr••cion d".mp.ii. con '''p.eto .1. ""tl.cion un p'ptl
""alogo al d. 1., prof.ci., con '''p.eto , Cristo, En 'odo .no, I, f. ori,ti"", 'p,nct ,;.mpr. como un
"conocimi.n,o d. algo que n" h,bi. conocido'



disposition. Truth in theology may be reached from COllllllOfl pow..-s (,en.<iou.s) pro'1ded it folk>ws di--ine
dispensation. The supreme God, immonality Jlld di--ine judgemenl ....e JII known by nann (re,. 3.1-2). Bd'ore
:>-Ioses ,nOle, the crealor was known from his creation. The beginnings of recognition (natal", agnitioni,) do
nol dale from the Pemaleuch. The greal..- pari of the humJll race, who had ne,-..- he ....d the name of :>-Ioses,
n.,·..-thdess knew his God Jlld rd'.,.,.ed 10 him habiruJlly. The knowledge of God ;s gi-.'en 10 the soul from the
beginning (.Ilan. 1.10.1-3). This does nol meJll thaI .,...,-thing which the soul presenls may be accepled. BUI
the lestimonies of the soul which ....e !rue, simple, COllllllOfl, narural Jlld di--ine (Ie,t. 5.1) poinllo a narural
knowledge ofGod. This knowledge precedes the coming of ChrisI Jlld th..-d'ore meJllS thaI faith;s nol m..-dy
the SUbSIJllCe of things hoped for bUl the reconection of things pasl. '\\1IaI;s our sin, I ask you, ihn beli,,'e the
furore also, as we han already learned through Iwo slages 10 beli,,'e if" (ap. 20). ?\'arural ord..- Jlld prophecy
han already pro'ided a pasl Jlld presenl knowledge ofGod. Faith, fredy chosen, ;s the recognition of this
knowledge. It welcomes God as one already kno\m. This explains the puzrle with which we begJll: how the
soul ;s narurJlly ChristiJll (ap. 17.6), yet ChristiJllS ....e made nol born (ap. ISA) (testimonium animae
naruralil..- christiJllae ... fuml non nascUllrur christiani) ,.

c-
Terfulliau As Apololl-isl

Since T..-rull:iJll' s apologetic (strife of opposites Jlld faith as recognition) has ru:med oUllo han a more complex
....gumenl thJll was ex!"'cled, a gen..-al ,,'aluation;s appropriale. \\.as T..-rull:iJll Jll dfecm'e apologist~ This
may be di-1ded inlo Iwo questions - Did he res!"'cl his RomJll audience~ Did he shape his message for this
audience Jlld th..-eby endJllg..- the central theses ofhis theology~

,
• Th, ,om, s<qu,nct offtco~tionOf ftcollection applits 10 ,thical ,'alm,. :'!atcion w., "~ongbecaus< h, d,ni,d
th, uni,.."al\;no,,1,dg' ofth, Gold,n Rul, and th, rrttdom of.u m,n 10 follow il. 'F Of although good and "il at,
\;nown in diif",n' fomt, bY natuft, y" Jjf, i, no' th",bY 'p,n' und" th, <li'ciplin' of God, who alOnt .,l.,,,,achts
m,n th, prop" lib,rt,,- ofth,;" will and action in faith ., in th, f,at of God' (.\fare '.16.1)



(;)-
Re,pecl!or Rome

"\1Iy ar. \n thoughllo b••nmli.s JIld d.ni.d th. n.m. ofRomJll'''' (ap. 36.1) An JPOlogisl c=OI offOfd 10
d.spis. his .udi..,c.; h. musl h.n COllllllOfl ground, {)f poinls of conmcl. On th. ,urf.c., T.nulIiJll n.",,
shows much r,sp,cl fOf his oppon"'I,; only th. car. ofhis argum..,1 prons th.1 r,spl'cl w.s th..-•. It is
r.",arbbl. th.1 'th. moth..- ofh.:rkm JIld .bomin.tions in th••JfIh' (R.". 17.~), 'th.1 gr"1 city which rul.s
0""- th. kings ofth••JfIh' (Rn". 17.18) should r.c';"', ,uch ,}mp.thy from him.

AlI • ..-l}' ChristiJll thwlogiJlls b.lin·.d th.1 hislO!)' h.d. purpos. JIld th.1 it w.s ,umm.d up in Chrisl. This
gOl'S fOf Cl.",..,1 ofAlnJlldri••s much.s fOf Ir..,."",. \\11.1 is nombl. in T..-ru1IiJll is th.1 h. found. pbc.
fOf th. RomJll .",pi!. in th. di--in. purpos•." This m.JIlI th.1 h. could nlol JIld shar. th. RomJll ,irru.s of
:>-!ucius Sc,,,'ob JIld oth..-" .ssimil.ting th.", with th. JIlci.,,1 SpJflJll id.ol,. Th. h..-oic RomJll ,irru.s 1.,,1
r,spl'cIIO r.ckl.ss ChristiJll d.sp..-.do.s who conqu..- in d••th. ),-!uciu, Sc.n'ob plung.d his hJlld inlo fir•.
Emp.docb jump.d inlo ),-!ounl Em•. T.nulIiJll olso pUIS public-mind.d ChristiJllS inlo th. !if. of th.
communily JIld conlrJSls th.", with pol. EJSI..-n my,tics who ,sC"P" from th. world.

T..-ru1IiJll' s rd.tion 10 Rom. h.s b•." hJlldl.d impr.ssj,'dy by mJllY writ..-,." On. r.c.,,1 W{)fk'- ,mdi.s th.
politicoll=' ,,'hich T..-ru1IiJll us.,. ?\on. of th. I=s ,,'hich d."y lib..-l}' is JPPli.d 10 th. RomJll .-mpir.,
nC"l'1 wh." T.nulIiJll d.nounc.s milimry s.,,;c. on r.ligious JIld morol grounds (idol. 19; cor. 11). Idoblry is
pJfl of. soldi..-' s JlI.giJllc. JIld incon';SI.,,1 with. ChristiJll'S ob.di..,c••s th. "';sod. of th. crown show,.
E,'", h..-. T..-ru1IiJll'Sposition is Jlllbiguous fOf h. sp.oks of ChristiJll soldi..-s JIld cit.s th.", .S .,id."c. of
ChristiJllloyolly (ap. ·41.3). Th. qu.stion of th. "0Ij,', cro\m which. ChristiJll soldi..- rdUs.d, lok.s
pr.c.d.nc. 0""-' g."..-ol obj.ction 10 milimry s.,,;c•. H. cit.s th. '101)' ofth.l"gio fulminala (ap. 5A;
Soap. ~.1), wh.., ChristiJll soldi..-" by th.ir inl..-c.ssion, broughl much-n••d.d min. Chris-

" As Cl,m,n' of .'J,x=<lri. found. pl." fOf Gf"k philosophY

"FOf '''''''pk Richotd Kl'in, Tmullian urJax romtcGh~R.teh (H,idtlb,,~ Ig6S)

,- A. Z.•\hondo~l'" La \·t,ton d. Rom. Gh~= hrwllim 2 yo1>. (lilk 19'11)



tiJllS pmy fOf the bra""')' of the i:mpmJl armies (ap. 30A). TertulliJll quotes military precedems in ),-Ioses,
AarOfl Jlld Joshua. Soldi..-s CJllle 10 John the Baptisl Jlld rec';"'ed instruction from him (,dol. 19.3). )'-!ililary

s.,-,ice nen'rth'!ess raised difficulties fOf TertulliJll. Soldi..-s could be baptized (cor. 11 A). but those baptized
should eilh..-lean the army or be 0fI guard agJinsl committing Jlly acl agJinsl God (cor. IIA). He SJllctions
military s.,-,ice, it seems, through a distinction bmnen bellare Jlld mililare which he lakes 10 indicale the

distinction bmnen pohce acmity Jlld military a",o;ressiof!." ChristiJll pray..-s reini'Ofce the courage of RomJll
armies (ap. 30A).

ChristiJllS do nol rffil:m hatred 10 those who hale their name (ap. 2.19). Their OfIly reJlenemy is the d.,il (ap.
9; paen.7 .7; or. 29.2) who is the sole source of Jllti-ChristiJll enmity (ap. 37 A). RomJll society does nodose
f",'our when its rul..-s misuse their pow..- (ap. 2.1 ~).

TertulliJll JllSW..-S allength the charges thaI ChristiJllS w..-e a suh..-s;,'e society (ap. 3~). He applauds the
,,'o!ution oflegislation inlo belt..- Jlld juSI..- laws, fonowing a Sloic theme ofprogress.'" Law is rationJl (cor.
~.5). As Paul (Rom. 13.1) commJllded, the politicJl Ofd..- musl be respecled (,corp. H.I; cor. 13A).
Criticism of abuses is appropriale: of idolatry which delermines so much thaI happens, ofpoliticJl fraud (ap. 33,
35) Jlld of cOflspiracies (ap. 35). ChristiJllS pray fOf the emp..-or (ap. 30-2), acknowledge his ma,e,lG.l (ap.
33.2; nat. 1.17.2), rendering 10 Caesar whal is his Jlld denying 10 Caesar whal belongs 10 God (ap. 32f)
Th..-e is no incompatibility bmnen ChristiJllS Jlld the emp..-Of," ,,'en if th..-e han been good (friendly 10

ChristiJlls) Jlld bad (hostile 10 ChristiJlls) emp..-ors.

Behind his respecI fOf Rome Jlld the emp..-Of lay TertulliJll' s posim'e Jllthropolog}~l which placed humJllity al
the peak of creation, in Jllticipation of Chrisl (re,. 6.3f) ),-!Jll'S rationality (an. 17.11) makes him lord of
creation," Jlld from him come the laws which, in chJllging siruatiOfls, musl Jl",ays mirrOf whal is good (ap.

" s .. J:'I. Romus. It i, not lav.jiJlfar "t< t~ fight, Early Cr.ri"i~nattitude" ,""ad Iav. \'ialm" arJ t);~ ,,~,.

(Scottd"lt, P.,. and Kiteh,n". On,";o 19S0)

" l-C, f"douillt, I ,rtulli,n "r,mpir,. RE.1. 2~ (19S~) 1,1

)l Sp"n",u'. Sta:', i"'t< lJ 1

"Ibid, is,£.



~.5). Th• .-mp..-Of is chos.., by God 10 .nfOln th.law (ap. 32f.) Jlld is n,c,ssal)' fo.- th. slabilily ofth.
m.tpir•. H. musl pr.s",,', th. p.ac. Jlld punish crim. (.corp. H.1), n.",,- fo.-g.tting thaI h. is a fallibl. mJll
bd'o.-. h. is Jll .-mp..-Of (ap. 30. If} In his ""..-cis. ofhis god-gi.'''' aUlhorily, th• .-mp..-Of musl b. uphdd by
all (ap. 30-2) Jlld ChristiJllS ...-. calI.d 10 scrupulous r.g...-d Jlld loyalty (ap. 33.1), Of 10 d,,'otiOll,loyaily Jlld
fiddity 10 .-mp..-o.-s (ap. 36.2). PagJll flattM)', d.c.rr Jlld hypocrisy slJlld in cOIIlmsllo ChristiJll pi.t}'. Th•
.-mp..-Of slJllds Suprffil' ov..- th. s..,al. Jlld in this ""alt.d slal. h. r.c';"',s th. loyalty of ChristiJlls. On. final
qua1ification always rffilains. Fr••dom of cOIIsci..,c. is a nam.-al righl (Soap. 2.2) Jlld musl b. r.sp.Cl.d by
political aUlhorily. ,\·ith thaI saf.gu...-d, ChristiJllS S",," th. Sial., 'in r.sp"cl fo.- justic. Jlld humJll dignity, Jlld
in r,sp,cl fo.- th. di-i:n.laws which alon• ...-. irrunUlabl. 3)

(ii)-
Selecl;,-e Jlonolhei5/11

Did T..-rul1iJll ad"Pl his m.ssag. 10 his r.ad..-ship~ C..-tainly h. did. Th. ,'Jri.-l}' of T..-rul1iJll' s wOfk shows how
sp"cific h. was in dd'tning his l...-g.-l. An apologisl CJllllOl apologiz. 10 "'M)'OII' al OIIC •. Th.logic of apolog.tic
is a logic of sp"cific obj.ction Jlld sp.cific r.bunal. SimplificatiOll was .ss..,tial. PagJll r.ligion was compl"",
d.spil. a g..,..-al similJrity in purpos•. Christianity with its ""clu';"., UlJi,'..-sai claims could only milid. with it.
How was th. opposition 10 b. und"-Slood~ChristiJllity was ddin.d in cOlllmdiction 10 polyth6sm as
monoth6sm pur. Jlld simpl•." T..-rull:iJll' s firsl COlIC.,." is 10 attack polyth6sm" Jlld s,,'..,I• .., ch"P1..-s ofhis
Apology mun on this poinl. ChristiJllS ddin. thffilsd,'.s by th.ir bJll 011 idolatry (,do!. 2~ .3)." ChristiJll
WOfship of on. God (quod coltmus, drns unus .st') (ap. 17.1) is conftrm.d by th. I.stimony ofth. soul 10 011.
God.

This 'sd.cm" monoth6sm')" was n,c,ssal)' Jlld Ob'1oUS 10 "'M)' dd'..,d..- of ChristiJll faith. T..-rull:iJll' s oth..
writings show

" 10rtI. ),!onoth,i,mus J~l. 'in ,in" >tuk '"'ftinfochttn Forot' ',infoch 01, ),!onoth,i,mus'

<
"Ibid.. J~J

"'lex noma propria Chri,ti""orum p" qu= at ,thnici, a~o,cirn""

)" '<li, monoth,i,ti"h, Auswahr



thaI his thwlogy ,nnl furth..-. As an apologisl 'th. African gffiius' display.d, ,n ar. lold, his sup..-io.- rdin.",ffil
0'''- oth..- apologisls; but Ii... th.", h. put a rational monoth6sm in th. c..-m',." Did this impo,'..-ish his
thwlogy? H. lalks about' d."s' ",'..-ywh..-. and th. id.a of God dominal.s his writing. It is daim.d" thaI only
on. passag. shows inlffisily ofpassion for Chrisl as, 'a flow..- ofth. sl.", of J.ss., on which th. fulln.ss ofth.
grac. ofth. di--in. spirit has com. 10 r.sl- a flow..- inCorrupl and unfading, which wililasl for.,.',,-' (COT. 15.2).
On th. conlrary, T.millian do.s nol n••d any dd'..,c. althis poinl. D.spil. th. d.",ands of apolog.-tic
simplification, th. cffilralily of Chrisl in th•.{polog)' has b.ffi nOl.d. Similarly, th. firsl thr•• ch"Pl..-s of this
book han sho,m thaI, for him, Christian simplicity was found in th. pm.ction of ChrisI, 10 whom nothing can
b. add.d and whos. di--in. disgrac. is mankind's sol.l>op..

Ind••d T.millian daboral.s on th.lif. of J.sus (ap. 21) as h. hamm..-s th. paradox ofJ.sus and monoth6sm.
It is no surpris. th..-d'or. thaI his critic conclud.s thaI T.millian's Ir.almffil of chrislology as a function of
monoth6sm was th. mosl r.",arkabl. achi"".",ffil of an ..runffillactician:" But it was nol m..-dy a lactic.
),-!onoth6sm without Chrisl was incompl.-t. and th..-d'or. imposSlbl•. God could nol b. God unl.ss th. son
d.u.·..-.d th. kingdom 10 him. Only in Chrisl is found th. '..-y God and Iif• .-t.",al wh..-.by th. Childrffi of God
ar. d.u.-..-.d from idols. Th. imporIanc. of chrislology for T..-ru1Iian is disco'..-abl. by analysis ofhis argumffil
and nol by counting words. 'Chrisl is spirit of spirit and God of God, as lighl is kindl.d from lighl ... \\'. say
bd'or. all m.." and whil. 10m and bl••ding from your lonur.s ,n cry, "\\'. worship God through Chrisl"' (ap.
21.28).

"lortz. :'!onoth,i,mus J Ilf

"fbid.. ))2

., ,\\'i, I,rtullian do> mticht, <lurch ,ng' ,'"tin<lw1g dts monoth,i,tisch,n und christologisch,n "orsttllun~,\;r,i",

<lurch B,handlung d" Christologi, 01, Function dts :'!onoth,i,mus g,M" rum Wund,,,'onsttn was elits" ,m;ntntt
I ol-til<" irn .'I.polog,ticum (Lip. 11-) I) yollbucht hat' fbid., JW



Chapter 5--
Antithesis in One God:
'Against l\Iardon'

Th..-e w..-e s.,,'..-Jl reasons for the length Jlld c...-e of T..-rulIiJll' s r..,ly to :o..-!...-cion,' DuJlism was the foremost
tlnatto em..-ging ChristiJll theology, ),-!...-cion gan a negam'e JllSW..- to the first question of that theology 'Is
th..-e one God good Jlld!rue who is creator of this world of."i1 Jlld chaos"" Since ),-!...-cion produced the

strongest case against one God, Jlld supported his ...-gument from scriplUre, his work required c...-dU1
discussion, De..,..- still, ),-!...-cion's deniol went to the centrol contention of the common respOllsc, He denied the
economy of s",,'ation, centred on Christ, which was the theme of the early ChristiJll JllSW"-, For ),-!...-cion,
God's totol disgrace could nO! be the sacrJlllent ofmJll' s s",,'ation,

P...-adox was unacc..,lable to ),-!...-cion because it contradicted the prim"')' pledge to simphcity which ),-!...-cion
Jlld T..-rulIiJll sh...-ed, In God th..-e could be no chJllge nor shadow cast by ru:rning, All that contradicted
pencctlon must be denied, In this ),-!...-cion folk>wed a common 'iew of God, For Plato, the form of the good

was abon JII contradiction; diolectic was the way to reach the summit wh..-e JII conflict ceases Jlld th..-e is Jll
.,,'..-lasting Ionline.. that neith..- flow..-s nor fades, For Aristotle, the first cause of JII,like a magnet in Jll
armchair, needed to do nothing,

, A most u"ful ""nt wOO; on :'!ucion i, I P. :.!,ij,ring', Tmullian wnlra .\lar<io>!, Gottd.r,,.. in der Pol.",ik
(l,id,n, 19JJ). It indud" • w,.uth of ,'.uuabl, detail which ,how, how d"pl" I ,rtulli"" i, ind,bttd to other
Christi"" _m. :.!,ij,ring eo"m th, first ""0 booh of ad....rcu:: .\lar<ion.",. A g,nt,.u tr,atm,nt i, that of A
"on H"",,,k .\lardo>!, Dx E,·ang.liu", l'o"'fr.",dm Gott, 2 Awl (l'iprig 192'). A ,'.uuabl, ,,,i,w of""nt stu<l\'
of:'!ucion (G. :'!a" :'!ucion in eonttmporu" ,i",., - ,,,ul" ""d op,n qu,stion>, Th. S"orJ Cmtury' 6 (1)88),
12'1-11) "eognia' I ,rtulli"" ., th, b,st 'oure' for :'!ucion d"pitt pol'mie.u <listonion

, Christi"" monoth,i'm b.."" ., th'o<lic"



FOf th. EpiCU....lllS. th. chid' anribut. of gods was th.-ir r=lffi." and th.-irlack of in"ffil.m in human affair"
E"ffi fOf Paul. th..-. was no comradictioo in God whos. promis.s w..-. nol 'y.a and nay' but in Chrisl w..-. all
\u and amffi' (2 COf, 1.19--20), Only Sloicism. fonowing H..-aclirus. saw th. n••d fOf pJ:radox in God; 10 this
opinion TffiUl1ian r.adily !urn.d,

),-IJ:rcion was a s..-ious tlnal b.caus. h. was compl.-tdy righl in disc..-ning th. critical c."lf. of Paulin.
theology.' God was. in a way which b."ild..-.d all b.li."..-s. a God ofm..-cy and 10,-., Confirmation of this
thffil. is found in nin.l.ffith-CffilUr)' Lib..-al prais. fOf and sympathy with ),-IJ:rcion, FOf Hamack, a child of th.
Enlighl.nmffil. had ashd th. critical qu.stioo about th. '''ffiC' of Christianity and cam. up with an answ..
similJ:r 10 thaI of ),-IJ:rcion, HJ:fIlack had no h.siIatioo in disowning th. Old T.slam."l. which had b• ."
n,c'''J:l)' fOf th••arl}' church and in.,i1abl. fOf th. Rd'ormatioo. but was now a pari of th. PrOl.slanl canon
only b.caus. of th. r.ligious pJ:ralysis of its r.ad..-,' ),-IJ:rcion. of cours•. wffil furth..- and combin.d theodicy
with his r.j.ctioo ofth. cr.al.d world which rdl.C1.d th. \nakn." and wichdn." of its mak..-,

Th. sam. dualism was chJ:raCl..-istic of th. Gnostics with whom ),-IJ:rcion has Oftffi b• ." class.d' Th.
Gnostics. ind••d all h..-.tics on T..-rulIian's accounl. b.gan from th. problffil of.,il (und. malum.1 qua
rc'" (prae,cy, 7», Th.-ir Suprffil' God was unlfoubl.d by th. chaos b.low him and prOl.C1.d. by a subordinal'
hi..-J:rchy. from conlacl with it, Y.-t T..-rulIian gOo"s only a sl."d..- work 10 rdUt. th. \.al."tinians. b.caus. th..-.
w..-. fundamffilal dilf..-ffiC.S bmnffi thffil and ),-IJ:rcion, ),-IJ:rcion Iaughl no high..- gnosis of inl..-m.diJ:l)'
a.ons and J:rgu.d fOf th. consislffiCY ofhis ,i.w and th. incoh"-ffic, of inCipiffil orthodoxy, ),-\oSI importanl of
all. ),-IJ:rcion J:rgu.d. th•. inrirh",e, shmnd thaI th. cr.alor was nol

) Whil, R. 1. Hoifm= (.\hr< ion: on Ih, ",;Iiwtion 0fCrJi,;Iianily .In '';'0' on Ih, d,w!opmml ofradi,a!
P~u!ini';1 Ih,,,,!ogy in Ih, ,,",orJanwry' (Chico, l>S~)) ri~th' "po".tt, :'!ucion from Gno,tici,m ""d offirm,
following Hom",k th, ""licollinl< with ?oul, hi, own th,o,,- ",m, to hoy, diffioultit> S.. G, :'!o,- £in ntue,
:,!.monbild, ThR, 11 (19S~), .o.>--lJ

, Hom",k .\hrGion, 2lJ,

'Unw;"j,- beeou" h, wos 0 m"" offoith ""d ..u~t no Gno,;" ':.!ucion p''P,,,,m gno,tieu, ,'oco""', "~ott A, Ethn
cittd h F, loors, l<!lf~dmzum 5wdium der Dogmmg,cGhi,h", "o!. D (Holl,-Sool" 1910), Si



m..-dy diff..-enl from but opposite 10 the God of the gospd. Gno,tics w..-e abon the need fo.- argumenl, which
could n.,,',,- reach ultimalelrulh. Their claim fo.- ,ision could only be met by ae,thetic consid..-ation" which
shO\nd thaI their claims w..-e coum..-ed.·

T..-rulIi",,' s writing. iga'n.<1 .\!an;,'on is the fir'l exlended work of Chri,ti"" argumenl. F0.- this reason, it
presenls a theology which is mo... ,y'lematic th"" mo,1 apologetic "Titing. )'brcion produced a 'y'lem ""d had
10 be ""sw..-ed ,y'lematically, with coronaries 10 cope with detail. T..-rulIi",,' s fir'llwo books presenl his case;
the remaining books deal with ,criprural argumenl from Old Te'lamenl,- Gospd ""d Pauline lexK

To und"-'I",,d the intricale argumenl of these 1\'-0 books, we shall fir'l go 10 their conclusion.' H..-e T..-rulIi""
,ays thaI he has shown thaI the crealo.- is both good ""d ju'l. Goodness ""d ju,tice (aom'lm, ju.w'lia) are the
prop..- fullness of di-ine being. )'-larcion's mon has been one of di,tinction or di-ision. He s"parales the
diff..-enl qualities of the crealo.-' s works ""d di-ides Chri'l from the crealo.-. The mo,1 high, the m..-ciful bring..
of ,aJ,'ation is oth..- th"" the ruthless judge who brings ruin. For T..-rulIi"", these opposites are compatible in
one God. Tah away )'-larcion's tiIle (.inn'lh",,,,) ""d you han a demon,tration of the one God who is
,upremdy good and a judge. God is good ""d s",'..-e 10 the ,ame people, but al diff..-enl time,. The exi'lence
of ."ils poinls 10 the aU'I..-ity ofGod; their absence poinls 10 his m..-cy. Chri'l do.s nol annul ""d de'troy, but
rath..- r.forms ""d re,lo.-es the dispen,ation of the crealo.-.

T..-rulIi"" ,urns up: 'I shall by me""s of these ""litheses recognize in Chri'l my own jealous God. He did in the
beginning by his own righI, by a ho,tility which was rational ""d th..-.fo.-e good, pro,ide b.fo.-eh""d fo.- the
marurity ""d full..- ripeness of

, I.rtulli",,', humour ""d it> "lation '0 ugum.nt "ill b. comidmd in ch, 9

- Stt W Kin.ri~ KOlv1') 1'I.1all1')Kfl the title ofth. :-:•..- I .""",.n' in the "cond ""d 1Nrd etnturi", .J1hS, '1.2 (l>-9l),
119---", fot the claim th.. the title " •..- t .""",.nt fot • collection ofbooh com" from :'!ucion, lhi, i, ..-.n ugu.d bu'
c=o' b. mppon.d from I.rtulli",,', mag', ..-hm 'Old' ""d ".,,' impl,- uni,,· of origin ""d d.p.nd on the proph.tic
eli,tinction in Immiah ""d lot!

• I .rtulli"" claim, th.. h. could h.", a"acked :'!ucion mot. ,igotomh' ifh. had though' i, met"u..,- In ,i•..- of
I.rtulli",,', prop.mi'" fot ugum.n', thm i, no ".,on '0 doub,!hi, claim, Wh.th" • monger attack ..-ould h.", bttn
mort .ifecti,·. i, doubtful



th. things which w..-. his' (.\Iarc. 2.29A» God's Jlltilh.s.s ar. rdl.C1.d in his O\m world which consisls of
opposil. d.",ffilS r.gulal.d in p..-f'CI proponion; but th. Jlltilh.sis (1i1:. th••conomy) bdongs firsl in God Jlld
nol m..-dy in his world.'" Th. r.ad..- must hold on 10 this Cffilfal th.",. through all th. 1\'-;SIS Jlld ru:ms of
T..-rulliJll's argurnffil.

A-
One Good and Rafional God

(i)-
Irhy There Is Q"e God

T..-rulliJll b.gins his r.,pon" by asking, 'Whal is :-'-Iarcion's rul. offailh'" H. b.li."" (.\Iarc. 1.2.1) in m'o
gods, on. th. cr.alor (whom no on. CJll dffiY) Jlld Jlloth..- god (whom no on. CJll pro,-.). For all his Ion of
IfJllsc.nd.nc., :-'-Iarcion is nollfJllSCffid.m ffiOUgh. H. has lakffi J.,us' saying about good If•., Jlld bad If• ."
which produc. good Jlld bad fruit, Jlld \uongly appli.d a humJll distinction 10 God. 11 Th. bad If•• is th.
cr.alor who cr.al., .,iI (lsa. ~5.7), whi!. th. good If•• is a SIfJllg. n.w di--jnily ofpIn Jlld unmix.d
bffi,,'olffic•. This h..-.,y .",bin..-s th. whol. offailh Jlld gi\'" doubl. ,-jsion 10 tho,. off••bl. sighl. On. god
has b.ffi onl1hrO\m as .,iI, Jlloth..- has b.ffi fabrical.d on a scaffolding of goodn.ss.

\\ny must th..-. b. only on. God~B.cau,. 'God is nol, ifh. b. nol on. (.\Iarc. 1.3.1). God is th. supr"".
",.am." (,ummum magnum)," supr"". in form, r.ason, slfffigth Jlld pow..- Jlld th..-d'or. uniqu•." Th. firsl
obj.ction asks why th..-. cannOl b•

• h.m', tr.ml.tion

,., 'c",rum ,im ,ri, ""tith"i, rum, ,,' "in mundo' Wh., could b, mort Stoic ""d H"",li""" th"" thi, fino! "m,net'
Y" fOf I ,rtulli"" it go" to th, etntr, of Clin,ti"" f",th in • crucifi,d ,on of God. On thi, point E. lUngtl ci'" Go,th,
'nemo contr. d,um ni,i d,m ip,,' Dichwng urJ Wahrhd • I,il 20 Buch. W ,imot" Am~.b, Bd. U (IS~I\ IJJ. S..
lUng,1 Gott at, G.h6i",ni, der W.h ';S

11 I ,rtulli"" 1.", .ppli" th, m".pho, in th, hum"" rtolin. :'!otcion g'" b.d fruit from C"don ""d Ap'U" g'" b.d fruit
from :'!otcion (.\fare '.1 Tj

" Ih, oth" .ttribu", ofth, tru, God 'in .."ttri",,, comtitutum, inn.tum, infectum, ,in, initio, ,in, fin,' (.\fare U.2) ot,
common to ,m,- Clin,ti"" h",.turt. Cf I"n.,m (/u;er. 2.11. Lnu, H; d.",. 1, 6). S.. :'!,~,ring T<nullian, 11f

" Ihi, otgurrt,n' (mprtm, g<, ..ness impli" uniqu,ness) ",m, to b, origino! to I,rtulli"" S.. A. Bill, Zur Erkldrung
urJ T<xt<ritik d." .""on Buch." TmuWa"" '.ld",r""" .\farGion.m (l,iprig 1911), lO



n\"o high"1 b.mg" ju'l a, th..-. ar. many king, with dilf..-.m kingdom,. If th..-. w..-. n\"o, thffi th..-. could b.
thr•• Of lllOf.; but non. would b. God b.caus. God i, uniqu•. Th. ,.eOlld obj.ction quOl" ,cripnn which
'P""'" ofmany god,. But th.,. ar. ju'l nam." nol unb.gOl!ffi and unmad. '''ffiC'' (.Ilan. 1.7.-1). Th.
antilh.si, bmnffi ,ub'lane. and nam. i, eommon in th. d.bal. with :>'-Iareion (d. .\fan. 2.2)." It wa, widdy
d.bal.d wh.th..- nam., w..-. naru:rallo Of impo,.d on thing,."

Two eOfonari., fonow. Th..-. can b. no n.w God b.caus. God', Iru. naru:r. i, ind"pffidffil ofb.ginning, ffid
and all tim. (.\fan. 1.8.3). Th..-. ean b. no unknowlI God," fOf hi, ",.am." J'f""ffil' him from b.mg
unkno\m and hi, goodn." m""" it imp.-op..- fOf him 10 b. unkno\m (.Ilan. 1.9.-1). Th. cr.alOf i, knO\m a,
th. OIIly God from paradi,. and Adam, nol from Egypl and :>.-Im.,; ind••d th. whol. UlJi,',,-" ("p"eially """-y
human b.mg) b.ar, wim." 10 God (.Ilan. 1.10.lf.).'-

(;;)-
117,.1" There I, O"e World, a Ham'o".1" ojOppo,;le,

\\ny did God m"'" 011. world, with man al it, effilr'~E,-..-ything which.xim mu,1 J'fodue. ,om.thing.
?\othing ean .xi'110 which nothing bdong,." E'-"'1lhing bdong, 10 th. cr.alOf, '0 th..-. i, no room ldt fOf
anoth..- god. :>'-Iareion', god should han J'fodue.d all.a'l a ehicll'.a, in Ofd..-Io b. cr.dibl•. Hi, lack of
wOfb show, him 10 b. impudffil b.caus. h. ,till wanl' 10 b. b.li.,.·.d, and malicious b.caus. h. ha' gi.'ffi no
r.a,OII fOf b.lid.

Th. world, mad. fOf man, i, nol di--in. a, philo,oph..-, han daim.d;" but it i, wonhy ofGod. '\\'ill 011. tiny
flow..- from a h.dg. (l do nOl ,ay th. m.adow) 011. tiny sh.n from whal"""- ,.a (l do nOl ,ay th. R.d S.a)on.
tiny "-ing from a moo.-fowl (l do nol '1""" of a p"acock), J'fonounc. fOf you th. m.ann." ofth.

" :'!,~"in~ hnullian, 2if S.. 01'0 G. C s".d, !)i,in, sub"""et ;" T,rtulli"", FThS, I' (1%)), '5---46 (lS), for
oth" contr.", with wbotanlia

":'!,~,rin~Tmullian, ,1
"0", C"" ugu' from etll";"", '0 unetll";"", bu' no' ,iet '"'" •. :'!,~,rin~ Tmullian, ) l. R. D. Sid" .1", imt rn£tori'
arJ tn£ an ofTmullian, 10. Sid" ci'" Quintili"", I"'t. 1.IO.S

,- Thi, i, • common doirn ofT ,rtulli""

"Th' philo'ophicol ori~, ofthi, doirn hoy, b..n <li'pu"d. S.. :'!,~,rin~ Tmullian,'O

" T,rtulli"" follow, nuxactl,- S,"'c'"' Contra wp.milion". S.. R. :.!. <if""" Two no", on T,rtulli"" VC 11 (1911),
IlJ-I1. :'!,~,rin~ Tmullian, "



cr.aIOf's skill'" (.Ilan. 1.13.5). )'hrcion has ridicul.d th. ins.ets but h. cannot imilal. th. skills ofb•• , am,
sp;d..-, Si!k.-WOflll Of any oth..- of God's tiny cr.anns. '0 Th. triumphanl wOfk of God is man, fOf whom ."...,
)..·brcion's high,sl god d.sc..,d.d; incOllsiSI..,tly, th. mosl high god us.s th. cr.aIOf's wal..-, oil, hon"}', milk,
blud and ,,-in. in th. WOfship ofhis propl. (.Ilan. 1.1 ~.I-3)-"

\\'orlds and gods should nol b. allmnd 10 multiply. )..-{.,,-cion's high..- god had a spac. ofhis own bmn.., his
f• .-t and th. cr.aIOf's h.ad. L'nwiningly, )..-{.,,-cion ftnish.d up with nin. gods, ofwhich th. firsl four w..-. th.
high.st god, his christ, his spac., th. man..- fOf his cr.ation. Th. r=aining m', w..-. th. d.-miurg., his p.-omis.d
chrisl, his spac. and this world and ."il (.Ilan. 1.15).

H..-. it is cl• .,,- thai T..-rull:ian falls inlo th. common =Of ofpolmJic which diSlOllS th. ,i.ws of an oppon..,1 by
amalgam, g..,..-alization and .,,-bitr.,,-y d.ductions." A styl. of "'-gum..,1 which gain.d him suppo.-l in his own
mili.", it would b. count..--p.-oducu.". loday." How.,,',,-, it is imponanllo nol. thai h. is justifi.d in his g..,..-al
claim thai OlIC. inl..-m.di"'-;.s .,,-. call.d in, th..-. is always r.asOlllo add 10 th=."

E".., ifth..-. b. an in,isibl. world as w.n as a ,iSlbl. world, th..-. is no n••d 10 in""'1 anoth..- god 10 ""plain it.
Th• .,uSI..,C. of th. in,isibl. world is p.-ond from God's action 0lI th. ,isibl. world. All things com. from God,
who always p.-oduc.s opposit.s." H. mahs things COfPO.-.al and inco.-po.-.al, animal. and inanimal', ,-ocal
and sil..,I, mobil. and static, p.-oducu.". and sl..-il., dry and w.-t, hoi and cold. ),-{an mirrOfS this di\'..-sily with
his pam which.,,-. strOllg and \nak, b.autiful and ugly, doubl. and singk,lih and unlih, and with his """'tiOllS
which includ. joy and anxi'I}',lon

'0 Stoics h.d d,f,nd,d "","mol plo,id,nce "itll d,,,rmin,d orgurn,nt. Cf ~!. POhl'lll, Di. S'aa, '-01. I 100
~!,~"in~ Tmullian,"

" Cf I"n.,us. haer. '''i.2 ""d i.ILl

" S.. P. :-:.utin, i,ttrt> " iori,',;", chfiti,ns dt> D, "m, ,iidt> (pori, 1%1),216, ""d C. ~!""'''' it> conceptions
hi,i,iologiqut> d, T,rtu!lion. in \' SOX" (,d.). Erd."ia ora"", .I/ilang." H~",,,,an(Rom" 19S0),211---46

"s...bo"" p. 2~
,

• Th, bu".ucutic foll"" os w, mi~' formul." it, in m,dii, "bus ,nti. stmp" ,um multiplic""do, ou,d."d Occam',
'UOf bY • mill,nnium ""d • half. S.. Plato', Third ~!"" orgurn,nt ""d <li,russion btlow ch. 9

<
-- ',iruti to" op".tio ,ius ex <li"mi..tibus const.t (.\f~rc 1.16.2)



Jlld hal" Jllg..- Jlld cJlm. lfth. IIM'''-s, is mad. up ofopposil.s, thffi ,'sibl. things n••d in,'sibl. things 10
balJllc. thffil, oth."".;s. th..-. would b. no IIM',,-s,. Th. IIM'''-s, n••ds on. c,"alOf with a lasl. fOf opposil.s
(.llan.1.16).

\\.• han S.ffi thaI this ".w of th. world, firsl found in H..-aclirus, pr.s.m in Paul Jlld Irffiarns, Jlld r..,.al.d
by T..-rulIiJll (.Ilan. 2.12.2), is th. special thffil. of Sffi.ca" Jlld oth..- Sloics. In such a world, \n should
""peCl a cr.alOf to commJlld Jlld fOfbid, 10 smil. Jlld 10 h.al. ,- ArgumffilS, which ignor. this opposition,
imprison :-'·brcionil.s, so thaI th." claim thaI on. work is ffiOUgh fOf on. god, .sp.cially whffi thaI work is th.
lib..-ation ofmankind, Jlld nol th. production of locusIs (.Ilan. 1.17.1).

(;;;)-
117•.1" the Same God Creale, and Redeem,

Cr.ation prons God's "";SlffiC.; r.dffilPtion prons his narur•. Th. world dffi1Olls1ml.s thaI h. i,; th. gospd
dffi1Olls1ml.s whal h. is." Th. folly of :-'·brcion's lwo gods is S.ffi in th. d..,ffidffiC. of th. high..- god on mJll,
th. cr.arur. ofth.low..- god, in ord..-10 p..-form his uniqu. work Furth..-, why did this god h.., mJll in
ignorJllc, ofhimsdf' A b.lt..- god simply had no righllo rffilam hidd.n. A god should firsl b. knmm through
narur. Jlld thffi through doctrin., firsl through his works Jlld thffi through official I. aching (.Ilan. 1.18.2).
:-'-IJ:rcion's god pro,-id.s n6lh..- kind of .,-idffiC•.

Is th..-. anoth..- God~ :-'-IJ:rcionil.s claim thaI th6r god is r.,·.al.d in J.sus; but th. hr.ak in tim. bmnffi J.sus
Jlld :-'-IJ:rcion mak.s this implausibl. (.Ilan. 1.19.3). From J.sus 10 Paul th..-. was pl'ac. bmnffi law Jlld
gospd, until :-'-IJ:rcion s..,J:ral.d thffil und..- dilf"-ffil gods. Paul cannol b. us.d in support of this duplication; h.
altachd th. obs""'Jllc, ofth. law which th. cr.alOf had aJr.ady r.j.Cl.d Jlld h. had nothing to do with a
s.cond god (.Ilan. 1.20.16). ChristiJllS han J:rgu.d about ahnosl

"r.al que" )21. S.. _bon, ch. " ""d 01'0 lan_.ll', mer. 2.1l.! ""d 2.11.2. :-':0" De anima, 1. H. W.. rill\; (.d.)
(.\m'WdWl, 19l7). 111f.

,- S.. 01'0 .\far< '.N -U, '.H, HI; ""d pud. ,

"Em I .rtulli"" nh, on, Qutntih",,', <li,tinction: '"" ,it quoli, ,it'. S.. G. C. S"_d, Di,in. sub"""" ;n I.rtulli""
11f



..,....,-thing but n..,.',,- about God (d<J d<Jo n<Jmo). E,'"" apo'lolic church b.li..,.'., in th. cr.alOf; Chri'l r..,.·.al.d
no oth..- God.

(i.)-
Irhy God', Goodlle" J/USI Be Etemal alld RatiO/wi

How good i, :-'·brcion', God~ :-'·bfCion', ca,. depend, on hi, god b.ing b.lt..- than th. cr.alo.-; thi, call, fo.
pr.ci, • ...-gument. How can on. ",,'aluat. th. goodn." of a god~ It mu,t b. narural and ingen..-at., '0 that it
would com. 10 hdp a, ,oon a, n••d occur,. P..-.nnial and ",,'..--flowing, it would know in am'anc. th. tim. for
action.

\\ny then wa, :-'-I...-cion', di--in. goodn." not acm', from th. b.ginning~ If ,uch a god had exi,t.d, h. could not
han kept hi, goodn." hidd.n; ifh. r.'train, hi, attribut." th.y...-. not narural, for narur. cannot d.ny it,df; if
it c.a,., 10 act, it c.a,., 10 exi,t. Th. fir,t obj.ction again't :-'-I...-cion', god i, that sinc. at 011. tim. h. did not
act, hi, goodn." cannot b. narural, and ifnot narural, then not .-I..-nal;'" it bcks both pa't p..-formanc. and
funn promi, •. Rath..-, th. malic. of:-'-I...-cion', god i, prond by hi, faihn 10 do good when h. had th. pow..-.
H. b.com., an acc."Ol)' to ..,.-il, when h. p..-mit, th. cr.alor 10 di,tr." th. world '0 that th. cr.alor should
b. d • ...-l}, blam.d and h. b. excus.d, '0 that hi, own action would ,.= mo... ,plendid. H. i, lih a doclo.
who 1.-1, hi, patient ,ulf..- for th. ,ah of a l...-g..- f•• and ",.at..- reputation (.\!an. 1.22.9).

Th. ,.cond obj.ction again't :-'-I...-cion', god i, that hi, goodn." i, not rational. All di--in. attribut., and
acm-it:i., should b. narural and rational (.\!an. 1.23.1, 2.6.2;[ug. ~.I)." Goodn." ha, 10 b. rational." It mu,t
Ion both n6ghbour and en=y, and not Ion en=y 10 exclusion ofn6ghbour. Th. kindn." which i, du. tah,
pr.c.denc. 0'-"- that which i, not du., th. blt..- und..-ltning th. form..-. Rational goodn." looks 10 it, own fir,t
and then onrilow, 10 oth..-,. Rationality cannot b. attribut.d 10 a goodn." which o,-..-f!ow, without fulfilling it,
primary function, by cr.ating

'" Cf Plato, Timaell:: 'l.iL ""d .\ri>totk de Gaeta USlb, S.. :.!.ij.rin~ Tmulliall, 6'

"Ian••m d"crib" God os "'ll:: ral!~ (haer, 2,lJ.J)

)l ''''go ",tion.m bonit.ti,' (.liar<. 1.2,,1), lhi, i, .ntirtly Stoie S.me,", Ep, 66, U: ',i ",tio chin. "t, milium .uttm
bonum ,in. ",tiom "t, bonum omn. ,hinum "f



hum.nity, ?\othing which is in itsdf j,ngulJr CJll b. mtionJl," Goodn.ss towJrds strJllg..-s pr.suppos.s
goodn.ss to rhos. to whom it is du., \\-ithollt this prim.ry goodn.ss it is unjust, irr.tionJl,lih b.mg kind to
Jlloth..-'s sbn so.s to milk. him hostil. to th. m.st..- und..- whos. roofh. r.",Jills, ),-!Jrcion's god bf.ilks into
• world which is not his own, mJling mJll from God Jlld son from f.th..-, ),-!Jrcion Jlld his fonow..-s, with
irr.tionol pr.sumption, us. on. God's w.t..- to bJPtiz. fOf JllOth..- god, nlis. th.-ir hJllds to on. God's s>.." 10
wo.-ship Jlloth..- god, ind••d us. mJllY gifts of th. on. god to wo.-ship th. oth..-,))

God must b• .-1.",01, mtionol Jlld ffitirdy perf.cl." ),-!Jrcion's god is non. of th.s., b.c.us. h. is not UlJi,'..-sJl
sinc. th..-. CJll b. no J.wish ChristiJllS, Jlld h. do.s not s.n humJlls ffitirdy sinc. h••bJlldons th. humJll
body, ),-!Jll w.s m.d. of dust Jlld mould.d by God into f1.sh, not spirit, Th. f1.sh, which do.s so much fOf God
Jlld is Jll .SSffitiJl pJrt of "",,-y humJll b.mg,)' is nclud.d from sJl".tion, If\n ris. \\-ithollt our f1.sh, thffi
r.sUlT.ction Iif. will b. inf..-io.- to this pr'Sffit Iif.," ?\Of Jr, ),-!Jrcionit.s funy lib..-.t.d in this Iif., sinc. th. f1.sh
is still with th.", Jlld th. cr••tOf'S fli.s still cr.wl o\"..- th.-ir f.c.s, Th..-. Jr, J!I sOfts of imperf.ctions in
),-!Jrcion's p.n.ct god (.Ilan;, 1.2~ ,7),

M-
Irhy Q Good God Jlust Be Just

Is simpl. goodn.ss good .-t1Ough fOf God~ From th. in.d.qu.t. goodn.ss ofth. god whos. goodn.ss is n6th..
ingffi..-.t. no.- mtionol no.- p..-f.ct, \n mon to th. qu.stion ofwh.th..- goodn.ss

" 'null. a, ,;nt Ofdin, rationaji, pott" ,inelican' (.Ifarc 1.2).6)

)) Thi, argum,nt, wh,n .,,,,In,d in ~,.'" dttaij has ""0 ind'p,nd,nt ",,,,,d, ""d follow, • ";pical p.tt,rn of T,rtulli""
Fir", :'!arcion', eli,in, goocln,,, i, not rational b".u" it ntgl"ttd hum"';n' for '0 long ""d b".u" it ignort> 10'"' of
nti~hboUf. Second, ,,',n ifth, fir" argum,nt b, aj"ttd, thi, goocln,,, i, not rational b".u" it i, unjust. U" of",'o
ind'p,nd,nt argum,nt> i, n-pical of T,rtulli"" ""d al,o found in Cl,m,nt of .>J,,,,,,cln. who oif", moa th"" Ont
.ccount ofth, origin of philo,ophY

"" . •• • ~ • elOv ITve:1 (C;>OV 6:El6'VQ'TOV, !.oyn<6v, 'TEA!IOV, fi VQ(pOV, Iv iv50wovi",
ot01O> U'!U1'UUOU.

KQ~oV 1'TQV'TO; 6:v!1'Ti5!~'Tov, 1TPOVOT)TL~OV ~6o" ..ou 'T! KQ; TWV Iv ~OO ..W "" '
, ,_.og,nt> L"rtru,

J.In in 10ngS,dl,,, K")

" On boch' as ""'''''t of ,oul , .. an. _0; lan.,U>, ber. 2.J)j; ?lato, Pbeda SG•. Cf :.!tij,ring Tmullian, 1.)

" S.. C. :'!Oft>Chini, T'm1 , moti" d,ll. pol'm1ca ""tirnarcioni". eli T,rtulli""O, SeQ IJ (lg~S), Illif. :.!,ij,ring
Tmullian.12



is a sufficienl anribUl' fOf God, Is God a b.mg ofp,.... goodn.ss, fr•• from all oth..- anribUl's, sensations and
alf.ctions~)" FOf Epic,.... ans, th. gods ...-. rffilOl., hstl.ss and imp..-rurbabl., In contrasl, Chrisltroubl.d th.
J.ws by his I.aching and broughltroubl. on himsdf. E,',,- inconsislenl, ),-I...-cion n."..- fulfill.d th. transcendenl
Epic'.... an id.al," His god "ilI.d and d.s;,-.d" thaI men b. sand and h• ...-ous.d th. hostility of th. cr.alOf,
Ind••d nothing "'''- fulfils its cours. withoUl stirring up hostility and ",'aIr)', )'-I...-cion's god had aemulat'o and
all th. passions which go with it,

Plain goodn.ss, withoUl justic., would b. fr•• from ",'air)' and ang..-, would n."..- aCI as a judg., and n."..
""..-cis. COlHCU,'. disciplin., It would han 10 g;..,. commands withoUl inlending 10 "".cUl. thffil and fOfbKl sins
withoUl th. inlention ofpunishing thffil, This is incompatibl. with di--in. b.mg which has 10 "".cUl. rm,bution
fOf whal it has fOfbKlden (.Ilan;, 1.26,5), This di--in. imp..-au". is bachd by T..-rullian's famous ",,"stion 'if
you do nO! f• ...- God as b.ing good, why do you nO! boil 0'-"- inlo "',,-y kind oflusl'" (.Ilan;, 1,27,5),
)'-I...-cion's r"ply, 'Absill', is .qua!l}' mffilOfabl.,

),-!or. obj.ctions fonow (.Ilan;, 1,28f) How can this god d.u.,,,- us from sin and d.ath, when h. has n."..
hand.d us m'..-Io sin and d.ath~ How can h. r.gen..-al' whal h. n."..- gen..-al.d~How can h. d.sir. th.
saJ,'ation ofmen when, by fOfbKlding marriag., h. r.quir.s thaI th"}' b. nol bom~ Th.s. and oth..
inconsislenci.s in ),-I...-cion...-. importanl b.caus. h. am'ocal.s coh..-enc. withoUl p...-adox; T..-rullian is justifi.d
in den}-ing ),-I...-cion th. r"pl}' thaI th..-. is a p...-adox in th.s. things, b.caus. ),-I...-cion r.quir.s monolithic
coh..-enc.,

Book 1 ofadver.u.l .llan;,·on<Jm claims 10 han dffilOhsh.d )'-I...-cion's god by cl• ...- dd'tnitions which dffiland
thaI d61y b. both

)" D.niol of ,hint pa"iom wos a majo< th.m. of Chri,ti.., apolog.tic in its anook on pa~..,m,-thologi,,; .\ri,tid"
apo!. L :'!. POhl'Ill, rom brn. Go"" (G6ttingen. 1m)

"F0< po"ibl. inl1u.nct ofIpicur• .." on :'!otcion , .. 1. G. Gag", :'!otcion ..,d philo,ophY f--e, 25 (1912), 1J-9, ..,d the
critici,m of :'!.;j.rin~ Tmullian, 11. Di,in. tr..,>c.nd.nct on, w.oJ.n." of pa"iom i, ctntrol to Ipicur..ni,m; Ito...
stnttntia. L Diog.n" h.rtiu"l.~'",,, lH longS.dl.,- lJG; lucr.tiu" d. r<rum r.awra, l.-U-\I; Cic"o, d. r.aWra
d'Drum, 1.11---l1. I.rtulli.., 01'0 linI;, :'!otcion', apath.tic god with Stoici,m; pra.ca. J ..,d J~

"Ipicuru, d.ni.d cr.ation beeaust it impli.d will ..,d d,,"•. S.. K. A. :-:.uhausen. D. ""tun/arii notion. ptatoni,a .,
ari"tot<l.a (\\·i"baden. l%i), ll(lf Cf :'!.;j.rin~ Tmullian, 1S



unique Jlld pe&ct. good Jlld rationJl. \\-ithin the argum~lI of this first book, \u may distinguish detailed
objections (which require. fOf ""ample. that God ""act relllbution fOf sin) from the CffitrJl Sloic argumffits that
God's goodness should be p.,&ct Jlld rationJl.

B-
Knowledl:e, Humaniry, Jnslice and Sah'arion

(;)-
Ho,," Humanity Know, God

God was ne.,-..- hidd.... as :-'brcion claimed. but shone like the SUllo being proud by his wo.-h. his name Jlld
the laws ofhis being. Yet th..-e w..-e difficulties because of imp..-fect humJll "sion:" because only the spirit of
God know, God Jlld the foo~shness of God is wis..- thJll m.... God is greatest wh... mJll thinks him small.
supr=dy good wh... mJll denies his goodness. absolutdy one wh... mJll affirms his plurality (.Ilan. 2.2.6).
:-'-IJll rejected God. rumed 10 mat..-iJl nann Jlld disobeyed God. but did not blasph=e 0.- accuse his mak..-;
'fOf since his own first beginning he had fOUlld him kind. Jlld supr=dy good; Jlld ifhe was a judge. it was
Adam who made him so' (.Ilan. 2.2.7):"

Knowledge ofGod comes first from his wo.-ks which are prior 10 mJll. who n.",,- knows him as oth..- thJll
good. From God's primary goodness came his rdUsJllo be hidd... Jlld his plJll fOf 'something 10 which he
might become known as God. Fo.- what good CJll be compared 10 the knowledge Jlld ffijo}mffit of
God'" (.Ilan. 2.3.3). E,'", bd'Ofe th..-e was Jllyone 10 know him. God fOfeknew Jlld willed that highest good.
In contrast 10 this goodness without beginning. )'brcion's god only became good in reaction 10 the malice of the
crealOf.

In o.-d..- fOf God 10 be known. mJll had first 10 be created Jlld in o.-d..- fOf mJlllo be made. th..-e had 10 be a
world in which he could ji,'e. This world. fOf all its greamess. was 10 pr"pare mJll fOf something still great..-.
Towards this ultimate ""CenffiCe. God appointed his optimum mini.trom. his wo.-d. 'first Jlld ""Cenffit fruit of

., Imp,rf,ct ",ion "" a "cond obj'ct wh'n th", i, onlY om (.\fare 2.2). Plato (R.p. lDSc) ""d th, Platonic
traclition mad, much of intell'ctual pm'ption

., T,,,,,,l.tion ofEn"" h"", T'rtullian. .U",rcu:; .\far< ion.",. .) "01>. «(Word, 191.)). "01. 1 91. Thi, tran,l.tion i, cited
g,nerallY;" thi, ch.p'"



Jll .quJll}' nc.n.m If•• (.\Iarc. 2A.If) In his ru:m th. wo.-d pmduc.d a world whos. goodn.ss God an.md
Jlld cOflsummal.d by looking al it" Th.., h. cOfltinu.d 10 bbs Jlld mal:. good things so thaI his ..,tir. b.mg is
comm..,d.d by good sp".ch Jlld good action. His wo.-d n6lh..- spol:. no.- did Jlly .,-jj') Th. world was whony
good Jlld proph.-tic of gl-.al..- good 10 com. (.\Iarc. 2.4.3).

(ii)-
Ho,," God', Goodlle" I, Sho"," ill /hl< Crea/ioll alld Freedom ojJ/ullkilld

It is hard 10 imagin. a mo.-. optimistic accounl ofhumJll origin thJll thaI of T.nulliJll. Only God', imag. was
wonhy 10 han th. wo.-ks ofGod as his hom•. H. was cr.al.d by a sp"ciJll}' df.cm" goodn.ss with a kind
hJlld Jlld a gffitl. wo.-d 'L.I us mal:. mJllI'

II wos goodn.ss who 'poke, it wos goodn.ss who fomt.d m"" out of d.y into thot noble sub"""" ofll"h •
sub"""" built out of om m."riol to poss.ss oil tho" m""Y .ttribu",. II wos goodn.ss thot b",.th.d 'oul into him
- 'oul not d••d, but hing. Goodn.ss ~.,.• him dominion on, oil thm~" to .njOY to go".m ""d ,,'.n to gi". th.m
nom". Still mor. it wos goodn.ss thot ~.,.• m"" .dditionol d.light>, '0 thot olthough in poss.ssion ofth. whole
wodd h. h.d hi, <lo.>·.lling in the h.olthi" p"" of it: '0 .u!y wos h. """,fm.d to pot.di", os h. hos b"n
""",fm.d out ofth. wodd into the chUfch. Th. ,om. goodn.ss 'ought out. h.lp for him, '0 thot no good thmg
might b. loc\;ing: 1t i, not good', God ,oid 'thot the m"" ,hould b. olom' H. for.ill.w thot the f.minini,,· of :'l",,'

""d sub"qu.ntlY ofth. chUfch would b. to m",,', .d,·""..g....

Th. di--in. goodn.ss was acm', sup.-.mdy in th. making ofmJll. Goodn.ss spoh p..-sua';"'dy, fonn.d nobly,
bf.ath.d !if., gan dominion Jlld d.lighls, so thaI no good thing was absffil from th. crown of God's cr.atiOfl.
Th.law was gOo'ffi 10 hold mJlllo God Jlld nlis. him abon th. b'd of animals, subj.cting him as rational Jlld
fr•• 10 God alon., whi!. all .Is. was subj'C110 him. Goodn.ss wam.d ofth. pffially fOf disob.di.nc., hoping
thaI it would nol b. n,c,ssJ:l)'. God', goodn.ss is .,'idffil from his wo.-ks Jlld wo.-ds, Jlld his gracious
admonitions.

"• 'honor"", " consi~"", " di'pung.ns boni.."m op.rum di~.tiom conspectu,- (,\farG 2.'.1)

", low, ,,'.n God wos to b. pro,'oked bY the n"d for "il



Th. accounl ofman continu.s with T.millian's suslain.d contrapunlallogic, wh..-. th. IWO pam r..,.-,sffil man
and God. E"..-ything said about man agr••s with a fr.sh claim about th. goodn.ss of God. Human fr••dom
rffilOns from God th. blam. for sin, and displays th. gffi..-OUS outpouring ofhis Iikffi.SS (.Ilan. 2.5£.)" God
ItmiIs himself10 allow this fr••dom, whi!. r.-laining his long-I..-m prO,idffiC'.·' His cr.ation dispos.s man
lowards good, whi!. h. himself;s good by natur•. God's faithful goodn.ss;s prond abundantly' in man's pow..
of spomancous goodn.ss, in th. law which ffiabl.d fr•• ob.diffic., in th. lack ofltmillo fr••dom, in th. choic.
which som. angels mad. badly but which ffiabl.s man 10 r.gain paradis., and in man's slaNs as th. afflalw'
ofGod (.Ilan. 2.9).. ifflalw ;s th. imag., 'p:r.IW ;s th. @"'. r.aliI}'.'" Th. @"'. bluth in man ;s not sinful in
subslanc.;'" fr•• will;s th. accid.mal, chang.abl. sourc. of sin. Fr•• will also ""plains th. fall ofth. d.,il who
in tim.;s 10 b. o,-ffl!Jrown by th. man h. had al firsl d.r.al.d (.Ilan. 2.10.6).

(iii)-
How Di,-ine Justice Re,polld, 10 Jlan', Sin

Is justic. good~ God's goodn.ss;s mal., whi!. his juSI s,,'..-iI}';s a r.spolls, 10 a caus•. Justic.;s Itnk.d with
goodn.ss, not with .,il. ?\olhing good ;s unjuSI and .,...,-thing juSI ;s good (.Ilan. 2.11 A). Justic. and
goodn.ss work log.th..-; goodn.ss cr.al.s thaI which justic. arrang.s and discriminal,s.lli"'. justic.;s
natural and nol accidffilal (.Ilan. 2.12.3). \\lIffi .,il happffi.d justic. look 0'-"- a s.condaf}' function which
was thaI of distributing goodn.ss according 10 th. m..-ils of .ach human b.mg. In this, justic. was always th.
agffil of goodn.s •. Goodn.ss had losl ils impr.gnabilily

., Philo gr.." a ,;"-w",, .ccount of chin, lihm» (immut. 'S) lind it i, a commonpl." of ,arl,- Chri,tian h"'atua S..
:'!,~,rin~ Tmullian, 102, and P. Cour"ll" R"h<rGh,,; wr I,,; Corle';'i"n:: d, 5 .lug""tin (pori" Ig6S), 911f.

., .>Jbin", combin" uni"mol f." with fr..dom (Epit"m, 25.1) and ?lotin", ugu" that pro,id,n" aquir" • pl." fOf
human initi.ti,·, (Enn. ,.2.9). :'!,~,rin~ Tmullian, 10J

,
T,rtullian OW" th, <!i,rinction b'N'..n qff!at"" lind ,;pirit"" to lren.,,,, (b<r. 1.12.2). Th, <!i,rinction i, cl,arl,- m.d,

bYPhilo (I~g all. 1.'2). S.. W.,rink D,anima, I' and 19'f

'" T,rtullian fr'qu,ntlY (pall. 2.1; an. "-1) adopt> th, ?latonic <!i,tinction b'N'..n imago and "<rita:; whm th, l.n"
oh'.n h., prec,d,n" (pra,,,a. H1)

,-
, S;,,-wu ugum,nt .bout ;mman,nt <!i,in, sub"an" i, 1.", u>td bY :'!"';ch,,, lind abun,d bY Augu,tin" <orl J.2.J

S.. Cour"ll" R"h<rGh,,;, 121f., :'!,~,rin~ hnullian, II'



Jlld n••d.d th. pow..- off.", 10 tlnalffi .,il-do..-,. God is wbolly good Jlld in his omnipolffiC' h. is abl. 10
hdp Jlld 10 hUfl in th. caus. of good. H. is both fath..- Jlld maSI..-, m..-ciful Jlld s.,·..-., 10 b.lond Jlld 10 b.
f.",.d(.llan.2.13).

\\1li1. th..-. is on. unchJllging goodn.ss, .,il (as Isa. ~5.7 d.cl",.s) lahs 1\'"0 forms:'" th. sins which th. d.,il
hdps humJlls 10 commit (mala culpae) Jlld th. punislunffilS which God inflicIs (mala poenae). God is Pf.Sffil
in ,,'..-ything which happffiS 10 humJlls 6lh..-10 bbs Of 10 blam. (.Ilan. 2.H.I). This is T..-rull:iJll'S mosl
uncon,-incing "'gumffi!. H. acc"!>ls withoUl qualification th. a,"ffiging God of th. D.-ut..-onomis!. Such s.,·..-it}'
is consisl.m with r.ason Jlld justic. (.Ilan. 2.15.1) Jlld is good ,,'ffi Whffi it com.s in di--in. Jllg..-, j.alousy Of
sl"-11I,"". Th. di--in. surgffifl must cUI Jlld caUl"';s. in Ofd..-Io h.al; ind••d, for our h.aling, God him.elfdied
(.\fan. 2.16.3)." Rffil",kably, this final Pfoposition r.scu.s T..-rull:iJll from disasl..-.

God aIon. is p..-f'CI Jlld his sa,-ing hislOf)' poinls 10 goodn,ss,long-sulf..-ing, m..-cy, forgi\'.n." Jlld gffitl.n.ss
(.Ilan. 2.17.3). His law, which Pf.c.d.s all humJlllaws," is humJll', for th.l"x lahoni. acls as a d.-t..-r..-JI
againsl '101ffic, (.Ilan. 2.18.1) Jlld th. d.-tails of th. Law confirm this (.Ilan. 2.19-21). Th. spoiling of th.
E8}VtiJlls was just.') God aCl.d lih a good judg. Whffi h. cbos. Jlld thffi r.j.Cl.d Saul Jlld Solomon,
d.ciding Jlld allotting accOfding 10 th. m..-its of .ach cas. in his Pfo,id.ntial mi. ofhislOf)' (.Ilan. 2.23). His
r"!>..-JIJllc. with r.speclIO Saul Jlld th. ?\in.,it.s shmnd his goodn.ss Jlld his justic." for his chJllg. ofmind
was r.guIal.d by chJllging C;"cumsIJllC.S (.Ilan. 2.2~.8). His qu.stion 10 Adam: '\\11..-. "'. you'" shmnd th.
sam. conc..-n.d goodn.ss (.Ilan. 2.25.2)"

'0 Thi, <li,tinction. fOf which T,rtulli"" i, no'orious. i, found ,uti";,, I"n.,us ha<r. '-'0.1. :.!,~,tin~Tmullian
III

" S.. .\fare 1.25, ""d :'!,~,rin~Tmullian, lJ~

".• Th, priori'" of :'!o", i, "" import"", <l,m,n' in Chri,ti"" .polog,tic

') Cf ?hilo, .\foFi', 1.1' I; I"n.,us, ha<r. U~.2. T,rtulli"" gOts on '0 claim th.. th, braz,n "'P,n' ""d th, ch,rubim <lid
no' '-;01." th, "cond comm""dm,n' b,c.us, mith" could b, tahn as .li\;,m" of God. I ",n ,.crific" h.d th,ir plac,
(.\fare 2.n)

" In con'u<liction '0 :'!ucion who 'ook • mg.';", S,oic d,finition of"p,n'""". S.. :.!. POhl'lll, Di. S'~a, '"01. D
(G6ttingtn. 1911), IN .!.so W :'!.as, ~·m'<rjr.d<rli,hk~i'Go"." (Xiinch,n 191.), SSr.. ""d :'!,~,rin~Tmullian, Il J

<' S.. H"",ack .\far< ion, H ""d :'!.;j,rin~ Tmullian, 110f



(i.)-
The Argument from Relro,pecli,." ["dig"i/)'

TertulIian' s J:lgumffil in th. fttsllwo books may b. bridly ass.ss.d. Sffiing asid. rh.lOrical nc.ss.s, how do.s
h. m.asur. up b.sid.s ),-!J:lcion~ His J:lgutllffilS J:l. un"·ffi, and som. r.ad..-s han found in ),-!J:lcion's fa'·ollf.
\\"hil. th. inl..--p<.-I..- do.s nol gi-..• priz.s, th..-. J:l. tim.s whffi it hdps 10 ..11..- th. J:lgutllffil. It s...ns thaI
TertulIian wins by Itnki:ng th. goodl,." of cr.ation and th. Ion of th. cross. Y.-I ),-!J:lcion wins 011 th. inl.,-,·al
bmnffi cr.atiOll and cross b.caus. T..-rullian's j.alous God who snw:.s and h.als, kills and mak.s aJi,.',

humbl.s and nalls and cr.al.s .,il and mak.s p.ac., do.s nol rdl.cl th.lon ofth. cross which is, fOf
T..-rullian, th. world's sol. hope. Of cours., ),-!J:lcion was ntrffil' in his cOIIdffilllation of th. cr.alOf and
TertulIian mak.s many good poinls fOf th. humanffi'" of th. law. But TertulIian' s '1CI0l)' 011 th. cr.ation and
th. cross is also fragil•. Today, th. Thitd \\'orld population ji,·.s in a kind ofh.n and many han difficully in
s• .mg th. s.cOIId p"-SOll ofth. bbs.d trinity nail.d 10 a tr••. T..-rullian's in.,i1abl. r"ply - 'So much th. WOfS.
fOf th. bbs.d trinityl' - is cOII,-incing but cOIItrov..-sial.

Th. d.bal. bmnffi ),-!J:lcion and TertulIian cannOl b. r.soj,·.d without rffilaind..-. ?\on. will dffiY thaI
T..-rullian's ,·alidation of th. Old T.slam.m has b.ffi of influ.nc. in Christian thoughl, and f.,v "ill d.ny its
hJ:llllful df.C1S in promoting th. f.J:l of God and th. m\IIUal d.SIruction ofhumans. Can w. idffitify th. crucial
w.akn.ss in his cas.~ His chid" J:lgutllffil fOf antilh.sis in God is th. J:lgutllffil from w,-in. cOIId.sCffision Of
indignity (,lIan. 2.27). H. wish.s 10 answ..- obj.ctions 10 th. cr.aIOf's p.lIin.ss, ,nakn.ss and indignity with
011. simpl. claim. To san humanity God had 10 b. in louch with mffi. H. could OIIly communical' ifh.
acc"pl.d human thoughls and f••lings, abandoning w,-in. maj,sl}' fOf human m.diocriI}'. This cOIId.sCffision
was unwOl1hy ofGod but n,c,ssJ:/)' 10 san humanity, which m.ans, J:lgu.s th. antilh.-tical TertulIian, thaI it is
ind••d wOl1hy of God fOf whom th..-. is nothing lllOf. wOl1hy than th. saJ,·ation ofmankind. 'FOf if a god,
ind••d th. high..- god, did with gr.al humilily so abas. th. high sial. ofhis maj,sl}' 10 b. subj,cllo d.ath, .,·ffi
th. d.ath ofth. cross, why should you nol agr•• thaI a f.w p.lIin.ss.s (pwillilale;)



w..-. app.-oprial', b.mg all.a'llllOf' lol..-abl. than th. r.,iling" ,caffold, and gran, of th. J.\n'" (.\!arc.
2.27.1). For th. Chri'l who was mochd bdong, 10 th. ,am. God who,. human app.a:ranc. and action a:r.
ridicul.d. Ind••d it wa, h. who spoh 10 patria:rch, and proph.-r, and und..-w.-rll th. indigniti., which :-'-Ia:rcion
cond=" d.,c."ding, inl..-rogating, d.-rnanding and "naring.

In ord..-Io ,an mankind God look tho,. human ltmiIation" which cu!minal.d in th. humiliation ofth. cros,.
Th. r"ply 10 :-'-Ia:rcion;, th. ,am. a, thaI gi.'", in th. dd'ffiC. ofth. fl.sh ofChri'I.·' God's 10lal disgrac.;s th.
s.cr.-r sign and pl.dg. ofman', ,a),'ation.

In f.ct the whole ofthot which in my God;, <li,honouubl. in YOut ';~'. ;, the ,.crWl.n' of mon', ,o!,·.tion. God
.n'md in,o con"m. with mon. '0 thot mon mi~' b...u~, how '0 .ct lih God. God tr••"d on .quo! "ru" with
mon '0 thot mon mi~' b••bl. '0 tr.ot on .quo! "ru" with God. God w., found '0 b. ,moll '0 thot mon mi~' become
,..". ~..,

\\1li1. :-'-Ia:rcion d.-rnands goodn.ss from God, h. d.spis.s th.s. ultimal. acrs of di--in. kindn." (.\!arc.
2.27.7f)

Th. \nakn." of T..-nillian's a:rgum."I;S thaI th. cross mighl ""plain th. lllOf. anc;.,,1 cond.sc."sion of God. It
will nol ""plain th. ba:rbariti.s of th. D.m..-onomic God ofbani.,; th.s. w..-. as much a pari of :-'-Ia:rcion's cas.
a, w..-. th. foolish indigniti.,.

M-
,lilli/lieu, in God

Do nol th. antilh.s.s poinllo man's ,a),'ation rath..- than 10 God's discr",ii1~ This qu.,tion brings us 10
T..-nillian's conclusion, from which, ind••d, \n b.gan. All th. antilh.s.s al which :-'-Ia:rcion fall..-s a:r.
pa:radou" capabl. of rational solution and uniI.d in on. God. In contra'l, it;s claim.d, )'-Ia:rcion's position has
many contradictions which h. do.s nol r.cogniz•. Y.-r anoth..- clu. 10 th. conclusion com., whffi T..-nillian
pUIS fOfwa:rd som. m'al antilh.s.s 10 :-'-Ia:rcion who claim.d thaI T..-nillian's God kn.w no on. abon him.
Balanc. thaI, ,ays T..-nillian, with th. facr thaI :-'-Ia:rcion's God kn.w no on. bffi.ath him. Th. road up;s th.
,am. as th. road down - T..-rullian quol.S from H..-aclirus who;s clos..-



10 him thJll ar. oth..- JllCiffil philosoph..-,. Th..-. is nothing \uong with Jlllith.s.s pro\'id.d th." ar. k"pl within
on. God.

T..-ruJliJll'S Jlllith.s.s l.n us a gr.al d.al aboUl his God. Th." w..-. nO! simply a r.spolls, 10 :o..-larcion, for
T..-rulIiJll found paradox Jlld Jlllith.sis ",'..-ywh..-•. His accounl ofGod is ,-uln..-abl. whffi it d.ni.s all
:o..-larcion's difficulti.s, profound wh..-. it pUIS Jlllith.s.s in God. If th..-. b. a God, h. should slJlld abon all
humJll conJ:liclS: ifth..-. b. a God h. should b. with us in ours. T..-ruJliJll has d.ar con'-;ctions aboUl God Jlld
th. world. First, 'th. lwo anribUl's of goodn.ss Jlld justic. log.th..- mah up th. prop..- fulln.ss of th. w,-in.
b.mg as omnipol.m' (.Ilan. 2.29.1). S.cond, th. world is immaru:r.'- Jlld ffilbrac.s a conJ:licl of opposil.s."

c-
Prol'be~'Fulfilled

Aft..- th. accumulal.d argumffil ofBooks 1 Jlld 2, \n Jllticipal' a chJllg. of g.ar in Book 3 which,lih Books
~ Jlld 5, is largdy conc..-n.d with scripru:ral .,.'idffiC•. How.,.',,-, T..-rulIiJll b.gins with a pricd.ss commffil Jlld
argu.s on th. n••d for th. kind ofOfd..- which r.quir.s promis. 10 pr.c.d. fulfihnffil, fath..-lo pr.c.d. son Jlld
th. sffid..-10 pr.c.d. th. on. Sffit.

(;)-
I, Chmlology Redundant?

Book 3 is conc..-n.d with chrislology Jlld b.gins with Jll argutnffil for its 0\'" rNIundJllcy. '; Sinc. th. ftrsll\,-O
books han .stablish.d th. unicity ofGod who by his disgrac. wOfhd th. saJ,'ation ofmffi, th. dabomtion of
chrislology is sup..-fluous Of graru:ilous. \\ny is this commffil so imponJlll~ B.caus. it off..-s a clu. 10 th.
ChristiJll claim thaI on. God was cr.dibl., only ifh. had in Chrisl r.d.ffil.d whal h. had cr.al.d, p..-f.Cl.d
whal h. had b.gun Jlld COlHC1.d

,- 'Di. W tlt i" noch nicht f.rtig'. 1. ~!oltm=. T/;~ologi. der Hcffhung 0!unich 1~1J.'), ill

" Th. wono .lg~i"" .\f~rGion prolid" • good ttoining ground in the ..,.uni, of otgum.nt. whm ".d", m.y ch"'g.
th.ir ,",r<lict from not to nM. ~!.ij.ringfound ~!otcionmor. origin.u; but if Ywritt, • book .~oin"X h. i, ip"o[aria
d.rinti,·•. H""'ack wos conl-tn"d bY ~!otcion thot the Old T."om.nt <lid mort horm th.., good to Chri,ti.."

'; Th. ~polog"i'w"fini,h" on the ,om. nott. 'ho'-'-tng how Chri,ti.." M' bttt" oifb.ing p",.ruttd. It i, oil port of
T.rtulli..,', ..'" for pot.do>, which i, nt'·" • ~om.



whal had gon. \uong. This m.ans thaI th. rdation offath..-Io SOlI and th6r rdation 10 morals and r.asOII was
ahady s.nl.d by b.hd'in 011. God. Chrisl bdong.d 10 th. cHalor, 3S th. aposlohc rul. had alW3yS 3ss..-r.d.

How.,.',,-, sinc.1ruIh should us. """-y r.sourc. with U!mOsl ffi"-g}', T..-rullian wanls 10 confronl ),·brcion al
"""-y poinl (.\!arc. 3.1.2). lfh. slarrs from chrislolon, h. wililacki. ),-Iarcion from a n.w angk with a dilf..-.m
s.1 of argutllffils, so thaI n.w 3Sp"CIS of throlog}' "ill ffil..-g•. Th. chid' poinls about )'-Iarcion's Chrisl ar. thaI
h. com.s suddffil}', bd'or. th. high.sl god;s known, and, 3S no 011. dffii.s, h.;s th. 011. W3Y 10 th. knowl.dg.
of thaI god.

(ii)-
117,.1" III" FaIlla COl"'" Firsl

T..-rullian has 1\\0 main argutllffils h..-.: firsl, th..-.;s 3 gffi..-al rul. thaI th. original should lah pr.c.d.nc.;
s,cOlld, thaI miracb ar. nol """ugh 10 pron an unpr.dicl.d Chrisl. Th. gffi..-al rul. imp••s thaI th. fath..
should d.dar. th. SOlI bd'or. (3S with )'-Iarcion) th. SOlI d.dar.s th. fath..- and thaI th. sffid..- should pr.c.d.
th. 011. Sffil: God ord..-s and arrang.s """"-thing so thaI suddffi irruptions inlo th. world ar. nclud.d (3S any
Sloic knows).

.i !on,on', so "".al a work 3S human saJ,'atiOll n••ds pr"paratiOll. Such saJ,'ation;s approprial.d by faith which
can OIIly b. d.arl}' ddin.d whffi ils COllditionS ar. announc.d in am'anc•. SaJ,'ation through faith could nor
com. sudd.n!}', b.caus. faith n••ds 10 b. Iaughl in am'anc. in ord..-Io b. a r.al option (.\!arc. 3.2.3f.).'"

(iii)-

Ca" "'" J/ak" 5"",,, ofJ/iracl", a"d J/"lapilors?

Th. s.cOlld argutllffil;S thaI Chrisl" mirad.s w..-. nol """ugh 10 pron thaI h. W3S th. SOlI sffil by th. fath..-.
For Chrisl himsdf spoh ofmany fals. chrisls who would work sig;ns and wOlld..-s 10 confus. God's chosffi
propl.; whal ifh. w..-. m..-dy th. firsl in a qurn. ofwOlld..--work..-s and, lih th••arl)' arm'als al th. baths,
simply gor in firsl~ This "ill nol do b.caus. th. cr.alor had ahady worhd miracb and can claim ll:llfi,'alI.d
priorily. H. worhd th.

'" S.. pftctding chap'" fOf I,rtulli",,', account offaith ., ftcognition, 1', 1~



",me kind ofmiracb bd'Ofe Chrisl as he wo.-hd through Christ; so thaI JllC;ffil miracles, Iih p.-ophec;es,
w...e a pr..,aration (.\!an. 3.3).

"'ow T..-rulIiJll digresses (.lfan. 3A) 10 demolish :>-!arcion's Chrisl with a mass of imricale argumffil." Thffi he
roms 10 scripnn wh...e the dec;';"·e barne must be foughl. The scripru:res bdong 10 the crealOf Jlld they will
pron his Chrisl (.\!an. 3.5.1). Any such proof requires a criticJi awarffiess of the fonn of scripru:re. Two
gffi...Ji principles need 10 be recognized so thaI they do nol han 10 be argued in particular cases. Firsl, th...e;s
the prophetic use of the perfecllffise. Prophets commonly rd'... 10 furure .,.·ffils as though they w...e past; fOf
God sees whal"'·'" he has decided as Jiready perfecl. So IsJiJh speoks of the crucifixion as Jiready pasl.
Secondly, th...e;s widespread use of s}mbolic IJllguage; this must nol be lokffi IiI...JIl}'. In a IJlld flowing with
milk Jlld honey, no one CJll squee,e cokes Jlld confection...y from the soil. Since this;s the way.n scripru:re
wo.-ks we should nOl argue about ils oblique fonn, but about the poinl al issue (.\!an. 3.6.1)"

:>-!arcioniles dffiy thaI Chrisl was predicled in scripru:re Jlld line up with J.,.ys who, fOf dilf...ffil reasons, declare
the scripru:rJi strJllgffiess of Chrisl. The Jews trealed him simply as a magiciJll who Iaughl fJise doctrines rath...
thJll as someone unique. T..-rulIiJll' s classification of :>-!arcion with the Jews would han beffi unpleasJllI fOf the
:>-!arcioniles who despised Jews as the people of the crealOf.

Againsl both parties, T..-rulIiJll quoles lestimony fOf the 1\'-0 am·ffils of Chrisl (.lfan. 3.7), which, since Justin,
had beffi CffitrJilo ChristiJll apologetic. Once again, T..-rulIiJll finds fundamffilJiIrulh in paradox; nothing
could han pleased him more thJll the contrasl bmnffi the 1\'-0 am·ffils. Truth;s n.,.·... in the middle but Jiways
al both ffids. On the one hJlld, th...e;s the mJll of sorrows (lS3. 53.3£.), the slone of smmbling (lS3. 8.1~),

low... thJll the Jllgds (ps. 8.5), a worm Jlld no mJll, despised by the people (ps. 22.7). On the oth... hJlld, the
smmbling slone becomes the chid' com...Slone, the son ofmJll comes on the clouds ofhea'·ffi 10 loke up Jll
.,.·er1asting kingdom (DJll. 7.1 3f) He who ;s fJir... thJll the

" y., mother J'f0ofthat h, ;, <!r.wing on • sub"mtiol ,roclition

" 'non "".".,,'" d, fonn. ,criptur., "d d, ".tu com.,' (.\farG H.I)



children ofmen girds 0lI his swo.-d in ¢rn1' Jlld maj.st}' (ps. ~5.2£.), OlI.low..- thJll th. Jllgds is crmm.d with
¢rn1' Jlld honour (ps. 8.5£.), whil. thos. who pi..-c.d him will mourn th.irlack ofp..-c"prion (Z.ch. 12.10).
Joshua (J.sus) com.s firsl in fi1Ihy cloth.s which h. nchJllg.s fOf prj.s!!}' rob.s Jlld diad..", (Z.ch. 3Af) Th.
IWO goals ofth. gr.al day of alOll..",enl poinllo th. '1'.'-0 nanns of ChrisI' (1.,... 16.5ff)

(i.)-
117•.1" Truth Demand, an Incarnation

),·brcion's chid'.,-,-o.- is his d.nial of a r.al body 10 Chrisl who fOf him is a phJlllom, lacking a body which
would join him with th. d.cffiful cr.alOf (.\!an. 3.8). ),·brcion claims thaI, 10 ",'cid this Itnk, Chrisl pfflOflllS his
own d.c"prion Jlld pr.-tends 10 do th. physical thing, (m••ting, louching, .ating, drinking Jlld wo.-king miracl.,)
which his fl.sh "PP""'-S 10 do. But how, obj,cls T..-ruJliJll, CJll th. u,,,.en, r.al Chrisl b. cr.dibl. when his
,'sibl. b.ha''''ur is d.hb..-aldy dishon,sl~

Apart from a gen..-al obj.crion 10 such a tricksl..-, th..-. is th. loss of th. critical c.."lf. of th. ChristiJll
m.ssag., which T..-ruJliJll found in th. sulf..-ings of Chrisl which ...-. th. ground offaith in him. 'God's .."tir.
wo.-k is th..-d'Of. subn·rud. Chrisl's d.ath, wh..-6n h.s th. whol. w6g!J1 Jlld fruit of th. ChristiJll nam., is
deni.d' (.\!an. 3.8.5). Paul ass..-rs this d.ath 10 b• .."tirdy r.al Jlld 10 b. th. foundarion 0lI which r.sl gospd,
sa!"arion Jlld pr.aching (l Co.-. 15.3-18). 1\0 fl.sh m.JllS no d.ath, no .-.tum 10 th••arth out ofwhich fl.sh
was laken by th.law of its mak..-, no r'S\"Hcrion fOf Chrisl Jlld th..-d'Of. no r'S\"Hcrion fOf us, no faith, no
pr.aching, no uu. aposlohc wim.ss, no ddi""-Jllc, from sin (.\!an. 3.8.7).

),-{...-cion has Jll inldhg""l r.spOlls, 10 this ...-gum..,,1 Jllg.hc apparitions han a long Jlld honour.d plac. in th.
hislory of s""'arion Jlld God has shown his fondn.ss fOf phJlllom,. T..-ruJliJll r"ph.s, firsl, thaI ),-{...-cion is
mixing his 1'.'-0 gods Jlld, s,cOlld, thaI th. Jllgds had r.al fl.sh, b.caus. God is th. mak..- offl.sh Jlld it was
.asi..- fOf him 10 us. mo.-. ofth. sam. srolf, when h. cam. 10 mak. Jllgds. T..-ruJliJll'S God who mad. th. firsl
fl.sh from dusl Jlld th. 11M'''-s, from nothing could, al a wo.-d, produc. bodi.s of all kinds, sh"p's Jlld sir.s
(.lfan. 3.9).



True (nol JPPar~lI) fbh is the p.-op..- creation of a nue God. )'-Iarcion's god despised the flesh; why did he
respecl irs imiration~ Only a \uClched god would renal his Chrisl in an alien and unwonhy fOflll. \\-e can usc
unwonhy things if they arc our own bur \n cannOl p.-operly usc things, h",n.,-er wonhy, which arc nOl our own.
\\ny did nOl God usc a wOl1hier subslance~ God had used bush, fire and cloud, so he did nOl mwd cirher false
Of real flesh. Bur he chooses whal he wills and by his choice, he makes flesh ofhimsdf(.llare. 3.10). lfhe
could honour a fiction of flesh, then he heaped .,·en grealer honour Of! real flesh (.Ilare. 3.10.9). How.,·er, God
deals in 1ruIh, nol p.-C1ence, and Chrisl came in realily nol falsehood. Howe,..er disgusting )'-Iarcion may find the
p.-ocess ofhuman generation, the birth and flesh of Chrisl were real (.Ilare. 3.11).

M-
Ho,," Prophecie, Are Fulfilled in Truth

The rest of this third hook is laken up with the further fulfihnem ofp.-ophecy, which )'-Iarcion cannOl accepl.
),-\oSI of the dClail is familiar from Justin, bur ir is handled in a way which is distincu..·e of Tcrnillian. It is mo.-e
argumenrau..·e, analysing the notions of' sign' (.Ilare. 3.13) and 'dispensation' (.Ilare. 3.20). It is mo.-e
triumphalisl, drawing Of! military melapho.-s in the Psahns which poinllo ChriSlllS \ -iC!Of and his Iwo-edged
sWOfd (ps. ~5; Re,... 1.16). Abon all, it is mo.-e dramatic, because the dispensation is mo.-e imponanl, both fOf
the fulfihnenl of irs p.-edictions in Chrisl and fOf the things which han come after him. 'Sec bow all the nations

since then arc looking up our of the abyss ofhuman =Of lowards God the CrealOf, and lowards his Chrisl, and
deny, ifyou dare, thaI this was p.-ophesied' (.\fare. 3.20.2).

The sure mercies ofDa''id go beYOf!d the Jewish nation 10 'Chrisl wbo has by now laken the whole world
capu..·e by the faith ofhis gospel' (.Ilare. 3.20.3). In him will be found the 'holy and faithful things' ofDa,id. He,

nOl Da''id, is lestimony, prince and commander 10 the nations; fOf rhose who han nol known him now in,·okc
his name and fly 10 him. Such e"'enls arc p.-esem, nol furore. 'You cannol claim thaI an .,·enllies in the furore,
when you sec ir now h"Pfl'C'llillg' (.Ilare. 3.20.10).



TenulIi"" must Jlso ""sw..- th. rd'tn=ffil of )'hrcion thaI th..-. w..-. 10 b. n,-o Chrisls, on. 10 unit. th. J.ws
""d th. oth..-IO bring all mffi log.th..-. His ""sw..-;s thaI th. UlJi,·..-sJl Chrisl was ahady h..-. bd'o.-. C..-do
""d )'-Ia:rcion mad. th. distinction, ""d thaI Isaiah (2.2f.) for.-lold th. coming of th. nations 10 th. mounlain of
th. Lord. 'This way must b. th. gospd ofth. n.w law, ""d ofth. n.w word in Chrisl, no long..- in ),-Ios.s
(.Ilan. 3.21.3). Th. aposl1.s, who pr.ach.d th. gospd ofp.ac. ""d whos. sound wffil out inlo all th••arth,
pr.ach.d th. God whos. scripnns th." w..-. fulfilling.

Finally, TenulIi"" sp"aks with pr.c;sion of th. millffillium promis.d 10 Christi""s in th. n.w J..-usJl=." 'For it
;s hoth juSI ""d worthy of God thaI his s"-'-",,Is should null in th. plac. wh..-. th." w..-. affiiCl.d for his
nam' (.Ilan. 3.2~.5). TenulIi"" do.s this b.caus. )'-Ia:rcion's Chrisl promis.s a h.an'llly kingdom whffi h. has
no h.a'-ffi, juSI as h. "PP"a:r.d as a m"" without hum"" fl.sh. Th. kingdom ofh""·ffi must han physicJl
r.a1iI}', b.caus. thaI ;s th. only kind ofr.a1iI}'. Th..-. ;s bs in )'-Ia:rcion's Chrisl ""d kingdom th"" m• .-Is th• .,-•.
'Whal a mirag. it all ;s I \\nal a hollow pr.-lffiC. of so gl-.al a promis.I' (.Ilan. 3.2~.13)

D-
Tbe Cbrisl of (be Creamr

In Book ~ TenulIi"" mons b.,-ond th. a:rgumffils from proph.cy which Justin had h""d.d on. This;s n,c,ssa:f)'
b.caus. Justin was a:rguing with a J.w, whi!. TenulIi",,;s a:rguing with a Christi"", ind••d a 'sup..--Christi",,'.
Th. ground of d.bal. must now b. )'-Ia:rcion's only Gosp"l which;s "" .diI.d form of Lul:., 10 which;s add.d
th•. inrirh",e, which function as a h..-mffiMcJl hy ""d @1d. God inlo n\"o gods ""d scripnn inlo n\"o
inslrumffils Of I.slamffils.

(;)-
On Recogn;:;ng rhe True Anr;rhe,e,

TenulIi"" off..-s, in r.spolls, 10 ),-Ia:rcion, his own ""tiIh.s.s. Th..-. was a dispffisation of th. c.-.alor :md th..-.
;s now a dispffisation of

,
., Rec.ntl\" ob",,·.d. h. SOH. in th. ,h· 0'·" Iud•••



Christ. Th. 1\'-0 o.-d..-s dilf..- in longuag., mo.-al p<,c"pts and low. But th.s. dilf..-ffiC.S a:r. part of th. plan of
on. God who plann.d and p<.diet.d a radical chang.: th.low would go out of lion 10 judg. all nations.
Swo.-ds would b.com. ploughsha:r.s, crudly would b. '"ploc.d by goodn.ss, da:rkn.ss by lighl, imperf.CI by
p.&ct, t.dious compl.xity by d.c;';". simplicity, old by n.w, thorns by pasnns, tffilP<Jfa:ry by .-t..-nal, tffilPl.
sacrific.s by simpl. p<ay..-. All chang. p<oduc.s som.thing dilf"-ffit and contradicts what was bd'or•.
T..-rulIian's H..-adit.an God p<oduc.s chang•. H. wounds and h.als, kills and brings 10 !if. (0=. 32.39),
cr.at.s .,il and good (Isa. ~5.7). His world, ",'ffi in on. ploc. lih I'onrus, ;s full of opposit.s (.\!ar<:. ~. L1 0). '"
In cr.ation it ;s plain that God's wo.-ks and ways a:r. p..-siStffitly contradiclory; his ,,,'dation fonows th. sam.
pan..-n. Th• .,idffic.;s o,-..-whdming that 'h. whos. wo.-ks and ways a:r. ConsiStffitly anlith.-tical, p<'S="S
th. sam. pan..-n in his myst..-i.s of ,,,,'dation' (.lfar<:. 4.1.11). Th.s. ins"pa:rabl. opposit.s p<o,id. T..-rullian's
philosophical "SpollS' 10 )'-Ia:rcion's anlith.s.s.

(;;)-
On Identifying Ihe Go,pel

H. mons on 10 )'-Ia:rcion's Gospd which ",'cids opposit.s and aims at an inacc.sSlbl. principl. of unifOfl11ity.
\\nat man..-s for a Gospd ;s its aposlolic origin and its agr'ffilffit with an aposlolic rul•. Conflict 0""- 113lTam',
S""UffiC'S ;s of110 ConS.quffiC'; what man..-s ;s agr'ffilffit on th••SSffiC." of th. aposlolic faith (.\!ar<:.
~ .2.2). )'-Ia:rcion's Gospd might b. ,.j.et.d out ofhand b.caus. it locks an author and a till•. How.,.',,-,
T..-rullian would n.",,- Slop at such a simpl. solutioo; h. must s••k out and d.stroy his ffiffily at ,,'..-y point
'but I p<d'..- 10 tah ;ssu. on ",'..-y point' (.\!ar<:. ~ .2A).

Luh li.s bdlind )'-Ia:rcion's Gospd and T..-rullian's anack;s dir.et.d, first against this .xdu';". choic. for an
du';". uncontaminat.d Gospd," s.cond against its lock of antiquity and third against th. implouSlbility of its
long-postpon.d h..-.tical ffilffida-

'" "" mundum ,oltim ftCO~"'ft potui'ti. ni,i f.uo<. ,ti"", .pud Pontico' tx ,h",i"'tibus ,tructum .,muhuum
itJyictm ",b"""ti='

"<:;put. Cf Cicero. Phil. 1. it 17;.Ie.". J2. 101; Brut. "- 16<

":'!otcion b."d hi, otgulYl,nt on P.ur, """..tions in Gol. '.Iif



Po~.ll1

lion. 'H..-.,y, which i, .lw.y, in thi, w.y ""'ffiding Jlld th..-.by corrupting th. Gmpd" i, th. r.,ult ofhumJll
I..",..-ity nO! of di--in••uthority' (.\fan. ~A.5). Apo'lohc Gmpd, J:r' hnhd 10 th. four JPO,tl., - John,
)'hnh.w, P.-t..- Jlld P.ul- Jlld 10 th. JPO'lohc church., which 'prJllg from th..", (.Ilan. ~.5).

(iii)-
Against Separation:
Di"v,ion and Detail

),-!J:rcion', J!I..-.tion, J:r' m""y, bill th"}' flow from th. on. principl. of di-"ion - th. '"pJ:r'1ion of Chri'l from
th. cr"lOf, th. 10101 opposition (m.gtlJlll.1 omn..", dilf..-ffiti.m' (.\fan. 4.6.3» bmnffi ju,tic. Jlld goodn.",
law Jlld go,pd, JudJism Jlld Chri,tiJllity. AgJin'1 thi, T..milli"" c!Jim, th.1 Chri'l bdong, 10 th. cr••lOr
b.c.us. h. h", '.dmini'I..-.d th. cr••lOr', commJlld" fulfilI.d hi, proph.ci." ,uppon.d hi, low" gi.'ffi r.J1iI}'
10 hi, promi,." r",,·.d hi, mi.-.cl." gi.'ffi n.w ""pr.,sion 10 hi, judg""'ffil', Jlld r..,.-oduc.d th.Itn.Jlllffil, of
hi, chJ:r,cl..- Jlld .lIfIblll., (.\fan. ·t6A).

T..milli",,', d.-tJil mon, from th. dffi1Oll' of CJP..-n.um Jlld 'NJZJ:r.-th, 10 fishing fOf mffi, '" 10 th. conclu';"'.
till. of Son of ),-!"", 10 fulfihnffil ofproph.ci., Jlld 10 th. S..-mon on th. ),-!OUlll" Principb ..",..-g. from tim.
10 tim•. S"pJ:r.1ion .lw.y, imph., continuity; no on. pili' n.w ,,-in. inlo old bonl., unl." th. old bonl., J:r' hi,
m'll, nor do., ""yon. ,.w p'lch., on. g=ffil which h. do., nol O\'ll (.Ilan. ~.I 1.10).

Lon of 'IrJllg..-' simply ""Iffid, th. old..- CommJlldmffillo Ion n6ghbour, Jlld off..-, • ,ummJ:ry which i,
di,tincm'" d.ci';"'., c<>lllpffidioU> Jlld congffiiJllo hum"" fr••dom (.\fan. 4.16). All Chri'I', .CIS Jlld
cOllllnJlld, poinllo th. cr••IOf. \\1>0 could h.n lold hi, di,cipb 10 go unburd.n.d by food Of ""Ir. cloth.,
""c"p1 th. on. who f••d, th. ,-,"ffi' Jlld cloth., th. flow..-, of th. fi.ld (.Ilan. ~.2 I. I)~ E"ffi hi, mi.-.cb
rdl.cl th. wond..- ofth. Old 1.'IJlllffil Jlld hi, nonlti., J:r' old (.\fan. ~.21.5).

\\lIffi P.-t..- '"w th. mi.-.cl., Jlld conf.".d th. cr••IOf', Chri'I, h. dr.w th. \Hong conclusion Jlld r.j.C1.d •
,ulf..-ing m.,siJh. For thi, =or h. w'" lold 10 b. silffil. T..milli"" h", J1w.y, • p",sion

'" Which Immioh foftto1d

"Which .~." with tho cr...Of', 1.w (.\fare -I.6.t)



fOf paradox. Sa,-ing Iif. and losing it;s fOfetold by Danid and Isaiah 'Surdy it;s in no simpl. d.ath Of on. thaI

fonows th.law of common nann, but in thaI nobl. d.ath which fighls fOf th. faith, thaI h. who Ios.s his Iif. fOf
God, sans it'" (.\!arc. ~.2L8).

(i.)-
On Sal Being A,hamed oflhe World

ChriSI will b. asham.d of ..,·••yon. who;s now asham.d ofhim. This could n..,·..- apply 10 )'-Iarcion's

discamal', inslanl Chrisl who n..,·..- did anything which mighl bring a blush 10 th. ch••ks ofhis fonow..-s - h.
was n..,·..- contraCl.d inlo a woman's womb, n..,·..- mad. a m.ss on his moth..-'s lap Of nibbl.d al h..- nippl.s,

n..,·..- wasl.d tim. on infancy, boyhood Of adol.scffice. H. was sudd.nI}' b.-oughl from h.a'·ffi, all al onc. full
grown, compl.I., and inslanl Chrisl, spirit and God. Lacking physical ••aliI}', h. a,·cid.d th. curs. of th. cross.
Tertullian plainly Ions th. @-in.humiliationb.caus.itwas don. out of solidarity with mankind (SINS homo, sua
imago, sua similiIudo'). 'Rightly did h. bring himsdflow fOf th. humanity, imag. and Iikffi.SS which bdong.d 10
him and nollo anoth..-' (.\!arc. ~.2L12).

Antilh.sis;s "'·"'1,,-h..-. within th. good and juSI God, and only cardUI analysis will bring und..-slanding. Chrisl
Ions infanls and d.dar.s their gr.am.ss, says ),-Iarcion, whil. th. cr.alOf sffids b.ars 10 d.stroy insulting
childrffi; this;s a ,-ath..- ••ckl.ss antilh.sis which lumps log.th..- innocffil infanls and blasphemous boys who
han pass.d th. ag. of discretion (.\!arc. ~ .23.5). ),b.cion's lack of subtlety;s ..,idffil in his us. of th. lawy..-' s
qu.stion conc..-ning eternallif•. )'-Iarcion omits 'eternal' so thaI th. commandmffil, which J.sus q\lOl.S, poinls 10

an exlffision of .ar!hI}' life. ",ow th.lawy..- kn.w p..-f'C1ly ,nn thaI s\lch an exlffision was ti.d 10 th.law
which h. was ahady I.aching; but Chrisl had slarl.d .aising th. d.ad and this inspi.-.d him with hope oflif.
eternal. B.caus. Chrisl was nol aliffi h. gan no strang., n,,\" commandmffil fOf th. s""·ation which includ.s
lX.Sffil and futur., but simply put fOfward th. sum (caPUI) of th. existing law, namdy th. ffili.-. Ion of God
(.\!arc. ·4.15.15).

Yet again )'-Iarcion miss.s th. poinl whffi h. d.a1s with th. institution of th. Eucharisl. 'This ;s my body' sp.aks

figurau..·.I}' of



Christ', body Jlld th..-. could b. no imag. of a body which did not truly exist (.\!an. ~.-IO.3)-" :-'-Ia:rcion might
han it that h. mad. a (ging..-) bf.ad body fOf himsdflo compffisal. fOf his lack of a r.a1 body; but why a
body Jlld nol a simpl. pumpkin lih thaI which :-'-Ia:rcion has in plac. of a h.art~ B.caus. Chrisl had ahady
(1..-. 11.19) linhd bf.ad, body Jlld cross juSI as h. linhd blood Jlld ,,-in. with th. "-in..,...,, ofEdom (Isa.
63.1). Blood CJll only com. from a r.a1 body. 'So th. proofof th. body;s .stablish.d by th• ..,'dffiC' of th.
f1.sh, Jlld th. proofof th. f1.sh by th• ..,'idffiC. of th. blood' (.\!an. .\ .-IO.~).

T..-rul1iJll" tr.almffil of th. gospd;s n..,',,- I.dious, d.spit. th. mass of d.lail. Th. ',gour of a:rgutllffil ca:rri.s
him through 10 th. conclusion: 'I han demonstral.d J.sus as th. Chrisl of th. prophets in his doctrin.,
judgffilffils, aff.ctions, f••lings, miracl.s, suff..-ings as w.n as r'S\"Hction 10 b. non. oth..- thJll th. Chrislof
th. Cr.alor' (.\!an. ~.-I3.9), b.caus. h. do.s nollos. contacl with his subj.c!: 'I pity you, )'-Ia:rcion. Your
labour has b.ffi in ,'ain. For th. Chrisl J.sus in your Gosp.! bdongs 10 m. (.\!an. ~.-I3.9).

[-
Pauline ParadH

\\nffi T..-rul1iJll mons 10 )'-Ia:rcion's accounl of Paul, it;s ..,'idffil thaI h. ",'cids th. Strffigth of )'-Ia:rcion' s case.
A good exampl. ;s his initial obj.ction againsl Paul's b.ginning.·o Paul;s said, by ),-Ia:rcion, 10 b. chosffi by
Chrisl aft..- Chrisl's ascffillo h.a"ffi; this ;s preca:rious, says T..-rul1iJll, becaus. Chrisl mighl han known thaI
h. would n••d Paul. T..-rul1iJll finds authority fOf Paul in th. bbsing ofJacob, wh..-. Bffijalllin 10 whos. trib.
Paul bdong.d chJllg.s from a ran'llOUS wolf in th. morning 10 a gi-.',,- ofnourishmffil in th. ",'elling. Paul', claim
10 Chrisl has no oth..- ,'aIidation. H..-. TertulliJll ignor.s th. sup..-ior claim of Paul 10 dtr.CI appoinlmffil by

God', will Clffilffil ofA1exJlldria had spokffi of Paul as 'God's aposll. (BEIO; O:lTOcrTOAO;) Jlld onc.

as 'th. aposll. appoinl.d by God' (6:rrOO"TOAOC; BEcrlTEcrioC;). )'-Ia:rcion

"'Figura autom non lUi"" nisi ,',ri..ti, "st' corpus c",rum "acua '''. quod ,,' ph"",.,m" figurom "p'" non
po,,'"

·0 h",,-om bu' God must h.", ab,~~



found simi!",- ,uperiority in Paul', lack of.arthly appoimmem (.\!an;. 5.1).

The ",-gumem ov... Galatian, i, intricale bill mo.-e ,uccessful. The ancienllaw i, abo~shed in acco.-dance with
the creaIOf" plan and p.-ophecies (.\!an;. 5.1.1). The faith ofAb.-aham makes him the fath... of all who be~en
and the plain meaning of the lexl poinl, away from IWO god, (.\!an;. 5.3.11).

In the central accounl of the folly of the cro", T..-rulIian ",-gues intricalely and in.,i1ably on hi, theme of@",e
p",-adox. Paul', opening gre.-ring 10 Corinthian, show, lIS thaI God i, nol the destroy... of Judai,m since he lISes
the Jewish gre.-ring 'peace' and off..., grace. "'ow grace imp~es an offce which i, fOfgi-.-en and no offence had

been committed again'l :-'-!",-cion', god. Again'l the crealOf, howev..., the Jew, had tran,gre"ed hi, law and
the whole race had denied nalllral ,-irtue (p<Jr naturae di"imulation<Jm) (.\!arc. 5.5A); th...efOfe grace i, an
app.-opriale gre.-ring.

The folly of the cro" mu,1 be the creaIOf" wo.-k (1,a. 19.H and I Co.-. 1.19), bringing ,a),·ation 10 ,ome, and
p...dition 10 oth...,. ),-!",-cion implicitly ",-gues thaI the ho,tile crealo.- destroyed the wi,dom ofmen '0 thaI they
would sh",-e hi, ho,tility 10 the cros" yet n.,·erthele" p.-edicled the cros, ofwhich he wa, igno.-anl. T..-rulIian
,ee, both Jew, and Greeks ju,tly punished by the jealollS God who made them foolish. The cros, and death of

Chri'l",-e God', folly. The birth and flesh ofChri'l",-e hi, weakne". \\1131 i, mean and ignoble on the human
,cale gain, nobilily and grandeur in the @",e o.-d.... One mighl, a, :-'-!",-cion doe" ridicule the crealo.-', old
leslamenl with it, ,acrifices and clean,ing,. Thi, di'lonion of Paul i, rumed by T..-rulIian again'l :-'-!",-cion. If it i,
foolish then it i, God', way of confounding worldly wi,dom, of confu,ing thing, with their oppo,ites"' '0 thaI

flesh should glOfY only in the lo.-d. The lo.-d h...e (1.... 9.13f.; I Co.-. 1.19--31) ha, 10 be the crealOf, unle" the
crealOf with hi, pa,sion fOf p",-adox commanded us 10 honour :-'-!",-cion', god (.\!arc. 5.5.5-10)1

T..-rulIian wo.-ks through all len lell"" of Paul, sho"",g how :-'-!",-cion ha, mi'lISed them. FOf example, 'the
likeness of sinfu1 flesh (Rom. 8.3) ref..., 10 thelikene" of sin nOllo the flesh which

"' 'contr";. contr";;, "d:ugu".' (.\Jare 1.1.10)



was r.al (.I!an. 5. H.1). H• ."ds with th. claim thaI h. has produc.d proofs from th. aposrl., which conc..-n
.3rli..- issu.s, thaI th..-. has b•." no =.C.,,"')' r..,..,tition, ""d thaI w~'''- ",,3lllin.s th. whol. work
Aga,'n.<1 .I!an,'on will find n6lh..- sup..-fluily nor lack of con'-;ction. How.,.',,-, th. mod..-n r.ad..- n••ds
pati."c. ""d im.n.crual sl3lllina. lfh. should p..-sisl, h. will find a consisl.,,1 claim thaI ""tiIh.sis is ."."tiallo
th. ways of God ""d 10 th. world which h. has mad•. As \n nol.d al th. b.ginning of this chapl..-, :-'·brcion's
""tiIh.s.s would han b•." acc"plabl. 10 T..-rulli"", if only th." had b•." k"p1 within on. God ""d on. world.

Th. s.cOfld half (Books 3-5) of th. work. iga,'n.<1 .I!an,'on is th. firsl ""ampl. of suslain.d critical, "".g.-tical
Jfgutll.,,1 in Christi"" thwlogy. It is nol'worthy (Books 1 ""d 2) thaI T..-rulli"" oo.s his thwlogy firsl ""d thffi
und..-rahs th. "".g.-tical Jfgutllffil which c"" b. such a h.adach. (praeJcr. 16.2). \\ny should iI b. a pain
whffi h. gffi..-all}' &>.s iI \nD~ On. probl..-n is thaI th. rul. offailh ""d scriplUr' d.I..-min. 0fI. ""oth..-. Th.
rul. dm',s from scriplUr' ""d th. rul. d.I..-min.s thaI nothing COflIl"')' 10 th. rul. b. r.cogniz.d as scriplUr"
Th. r.ciprocal \'aIidation of rul. ""d scriplUr' Jfgu.s in a cifel•. T..-rulli"" tri.s 10 br.ak th. cifel. by Jfgutng
from th. scriplUr'S which :-'-IJfcion acknowl.dg.s. H. oo.s this \nD; bur h. knows thaI, with th.s. scriplUr'S,
:-'-IJfcion could also Jfgu. cOfl,-incingly.

In th. ffid h. was no clos..-Io sok-ing th. probl..-n of.,.il th"" oth..-s had b• .". His ""position ofth. n••d for
f.Jf of God is r.scu.d by th. d.ath ofGod (.I!an. 2.16.3). His work againsl :-'-IJfcion r.-mains a r.-mJfbbl.
achi",'.-mffil in .arl}' Christi"" liI..-alUr., malch.d OfIly by Origffi'S attack on Cdsus. Thos. who lIac. ils
Jfgutll."IS will und"-sl",,d iI b.tt..- th"" thos. who hSI ils cOflclusions.



Chapter 6-
Trinity and Christolog~'

The influ..,ce of T..-rulIi",,' s accounl of the trinity has be.., ,'Jriousl}' assessed. It has be.., clJimed thaI through

l\o"ati"", whose wo.-k (acco.-ding 10 J..-ome) was"" epitome of T..-rulIi"", ""d through Hosius, T..-rulIi""
triumphed al l\icaea ""d the homoOl""on went 0fI. Indeed, in T..-rulIi"" \n firsl find the accurale definition ""d
lechnicJ!I..-mS thaI passed 0'-"- inlo Catholic theology, winning Pfompl accepl""ce in the \\.esl ""d securing 
wh.., the time cJllle - the grudging bUl cmJin JPPf0,-J! of the Easl' -' This is "" imp.-es""e clJim; bUl ideas
rarely enjoy such unambiguous triumph.'

T..-rulIi",,' s achienmenl may."", be embarrassing in a c1imale of ""ti-trinilJri"" debale. Through him ""d oth..
theologi""s, it is "Tong!}' clJimed thaI Christi""s Iosl their belief in God as 'Ofle withoUl furth..- qualification', for
the und"-sl",,ding of trinity requires such \nn informed ""d highly sophisticaled pow..-s of thoughl' thaI m""y
Christi""s are dfecm'dy trilheisl rath..- th"" monotheisl. Today, 'the cOfltrasl bmn.., the apparenl simple
clarity ofJewish ""d )..-!usltm monotheism ""d the apparenl complexity of Christi"" monotheism remJins a
smmbltng-block 10 Christi""ity's detrimenl' -' T..-rulIi"" was 3ware of the difficulty h..-e raised (Pmx. 3.1); bUl
he insisled thaI trinity was the way 10 OfIe God.

11. B,thun,_Bol"" .In i"trodu"ion t~ ,h~ <ariy b:tory' 0fCrJi,;tian do""i"~, 9th ,<In (london 1911), liS

, A, Willi""" I ,h"es. who mod, th, fino! ,,,,,ion ofB,thun,_Boht, work onet ",id. %"0''- i, not 1065 ond oil thot
Itoth" it i, oil thot ond 1066'

) 1. D. G. Dunn, Whot <lid Chri,ti",;"'lo,, wh,n it port,d from Judoi,m', Exploration::, U (1991), 2



A-
Trini~- a :"e," Faifh in One God

Trinity ;s ne,.-..- a m..-. multiplication ofh.a'-ffiI}' being.; ther. must b. on. God. Trinity;s the fJilh of the gospd.

God '0 will,d to "mw hi, co\"tnm' with hum"';,,- ;" o,d" th.. h. mi~tb. b,li,,-,d os om in "new way throu~

th. ,on ""d 'pm' (ut no'-, unus <f,d",,,,, p.dilium " 'p;ritum), '0 th.. now God mi~tb. \;no"'" <!treeth- ;" hi,
prop" nom" ""d pmom who in tim" p." was not plainlY undm'ood olthou~d,d.ad throu~th. ,on ""d the

'pirit. (Pr=_ ill'

Father, SOlI Jlld spirit, on. unique d.it),. "'. the object ofm. ",m. fJilh Jlld ado.-ation. This Godhead;s thaI of
the fath..-, f"Holed in Jlld by the oth..-s, as they are united with th.ir first-principle (Prax. 18.5, 19.5, 22.11)'

Lil:. J!I earl}' Christi"" thwlogy, Tertulli",,'s fim question sprJll8 from thwdicy Is ther. on. God, good Jlld
!rue, who is cr.alOf Jlld ruler of this world of "il Jlld chaos~ Th. consl""! Jllswer was thaI such a God was
CfNiibl., ifhe had, in J.sus Chrisl, r.deemed the world which h. had made. To this ""sw... th.... w.... h,-o
main obj.clo.-" th. J.",", ""d :-'brcioo, T.milli",,', lrini""ri"" id.a, may b"1 b. und""lood a, third in a logic of
apolog.-tic, wh.... hi, "",w... lo th. J.w, mad. it n.c.,,"'1' 10 ",-gu. with :-'-I",-cioo, whi!. th. "",w... lo
:-'-I",-cioo mad. it n.c.,,"'1' to ",-gu. with Pr"".a,,' who had idffitifi.d fath... ""d ,on, - It i, dil'ficulllo win on.
",-gutnffil without 'Iarting ""oth...,

(;)-
Je"'i5h COnlNJI'ers,r

T.milli"" claim, thaI J.",-jsh monoth6,m i, ,purious ""d thaI J."", ",-. ""d han b.ffi idolal"" (Jud, 1), Th.
law,lal'" di,clo,.d 10

.. ',ie d,us "olui' no".,,-, socr"""ntum u' no", unus cr,dmtur per filium " 'piritum, u' eOf"'" i"", d,us in ,ui,
J'foprii, nominibus "pmo,,;, eo~o"mturqui "fttto per filium " 'piritum J'fa,<lieotus non inttU'g,batut

, J :'!oing', i, J'fobl'm, <lu <li,u uniqu' ehtl I,rtulli,n, R...-SR " (1910), JJ1---{;1 ()51)

'Pr"",.,' mon.,,-e!limi,m w., no' mml,- a ftootion '0 :'!.,,-60n, A.a''''' .u olttmati"" h, ..,d othm rightly wi,h,d '0
hold on '0 monoth,i'm

A, <lid tho" whom Justin attooh (1 apo!. 6),11), Justin i, th, fir" w,tn,,, '0 .., 'id'ntification th'olog'>' FOf him th,

logo, i, ap,e>J0 ET!POY"\ S.. L Abf"",ow,1.i Der iogo, in der oltehri"lieh,n Ih'ologi' in C. Colp' ., at. (,d,,).
Spd'~ntik~urJ CrJi".ntwn (B,din, 19'12), IN-1m (1)1)



:-'-Ios.s, w~s firSI gi.·en in ils principb 10 Adam (Jud. 2), who did notion God Of neighbour JIld disob.,-.d
wh~1 h. kn.w 10 b. God's commJlld. As JIl umumen, n~rurJ!law, iI w~s h~biru.nyhpl by p.triJrchs lih
,",ooh JIld Abroham who w.s th. friend of God. This, nol th. Iempo<.:ry hw of:-'-!os.s, w.s th.law which
p~ss.d 10 th. Gentil.s. FOf God h.s .lw~ys th. POW..-IO rd'onn his laws, .1 dilf..-enl tim.s, for th. on. end of
UlJi,·..-sJ! sJ!,·.tion. Bd'or. :-'-Ios.s, Adam, Coin, ,",ooh, Enoch, ),-!.!chiz.d.k JIld Lot J!I sCOf.d f.vour.bly.

Abroham (Jud. 3) h.d .h.dy pl••s.d God bd'or. h. wos circumc;s.d JIld th. circumcision ofhis son w.s
quit. ;'ngulJr. It w~s nol don. on th.lhird dJy, bUl w~s JIl .-m..-gency op..-.tion, which g.n .m·JIlc. notic.
th.1 th. J.ws w..-. going 10 b. ""clud.d from th. holy cily ~s • juSI punislunenl for th6r sins (I",. 1.7f.) JIld th.1
• spiriruJ! circumcision (J..-. 4.3f.) would in.ugUfJl•• n.w covenJllI (J..-. 31.31f.) JIld n.w law (I",. 2.2f)
ChristiJllS now constinll. th. p"opl. of God with. n.w hw JIld • n.w circumcision. Th. lempo<J! ",bb.th
(Jud. ~) poinls 10 th• .-I..--nJ! ",bb.th JIld th. ';Slbl. ",cr:ific.s poinllo th. spiriruJ! JIld UlJi,·..-sJ! WOfship now
olf..-.d 10 God.

So much for th. ddic;ency ofth. J.wish clJim. Th. on. qu.stion is wh.th..- Chrisl MS com. JIld th. n.w
covenJllI JIld law h.n b.en in.ugufJl.d. This T..-rul1iJll prons from th. UlJi,·..-sJ! spr••d of ChristiJll fJilh JIld
WOfship. Th. wOfds of ChrisI h.n gon. oUllo th. ends ofth••JrIh (ps. 19A), proph.c;.s h.n b.en fulfill.d
(Jud. 7-13) JIld th. firsl ofhis 1\'-0 .m·enls h.s b.en obs..-nd. An th. notions Jr, now mo,ing from th.
dJrkn.ss of ..-ror, .s God promis.d 10 his son (ps. 2.7f) Only h., th. son ofGod, h.s r••ch.d th.ltmiIs ofth•
• JrIh, gi.·en th.lighl of his gosp.! through th. whol. world, JIld thus in.ugufJl.d his enduring kingdom. Th•
• conomy of sJ!,·.tion prons th. Iru. God JIld his son. J.-ws musl deny 6th..- th. JIlc;enl proph.c;.s Of th.
""denc. of th6r fulfihnenl.

T..-rul1iJll shows ~ r.-mJrbbl. chJllg. in ChristiJll .niIud. 10 J."n. Th. '"'.w T.slamenl fighls ~goinsl f.Jr of
J.ws. 'Th.y will ""p"l you from S}ll.gOgu.S. H. who kills you will think th.1 h. cro.s God. s.,,;c. (John
16.2). 'F.Jr not thos. who kill th. body JIld Jr, not .bl. 10 hUll th. soul. F'Jr him who is .bl. 10 cosl soul JIld
bod,



imo h.n' Q.htt. 10.28). In Justin th..-. is ,till timidity, whffi h. pl.ad, with J.w, nollo ridicul. th. crucifi.d
Chrisl b.caus. by hi, wound, and strip., many han b.ffi h.al.d. T..-ru1Iian i, nOl afraid ofJ"H. Th.
triumphanl 'Pf.ad of Christian faith Pfon, thaI a n.w co"ffianl and a n.w law han b.ffi g;..'ffi and thaI in
Chrisl and his propl. all Pfornis., han b.ffi fulfilI.d.

(ii)
.I/arcion

Th. 'Uffigth of th. a:rgumffil againsl th. J.w, mad. it n.c'''a:!)' 10 an,w..- )..-!a:rcion who dron th. dicholomy
bmnffi J.w and Christian 10 .xUffil". )"-Ia:rcion could nOl affirm on. God a, hoth th. fath..- of J.,us Chrisl
and th. cr.alo.- oflhi, world; his dualism d.cla:r.d 1'.'-0 God" on. ofbw and anoth..- of gospd, on. ofJ.wish
,cripnn and th. oth..- ofJ.,us and Paul. AI th. d'''''Sll,,'d, )'-Ia:rcion', dffiial oppo,.d th. CffiUal affirmation
of Christian faith, which w~, thaI on. God w~, only cr.dibl. ifh. had, in Chrisl, r.d.ffil.d th. world which h.
had mad•. )'-Ia:rcion r.j.C1.d thaI .conomy of ,a),'ation which wa, th. thffil. of .arl}' Christian thffilogy. F0.

T.millian and Irffiarn" God', 100al disgrac. wa, th. pl.dg. ofman', ,a),'ation, fo.- it join.d th. ffid 10 th.
b.ginning, man 10 God.

To und..-sland T.millian', d.lail.d a:rgumffil,' w. wffillo th. conclusion ofBook 2 wh..-. T.millian claim, thaI
h. ha, shO\'ll thaI th. cr.alo.- i, both good and ju'l in a way which i, wOl1hy of God. Goodn." and justic.
(bonila;, ju.lIilia) musl b. unit.d in God.

)'-Ia:rcion', mon had b.ffi on. of di-ision. H. had ,..,a:ral.d th. di--in. goodn." and justic., and had
distinguish.d Chrisl from th. cr.aIOf. F0.- T.millian, th.,. opposit., a:r. n,c"'a:!)' in on. God. Ifyou r.-mon
)'-Ia:rcion', till. (.inlilh",e,) you a:r.ldt with a Pfoofofth. on. God who i, ,uprffildy good and ~ judg.
(.\fan. 2.29).

In )"-Ia:rcion', .inlilh",e" T.millian r.cogniz., hi, O\'ll God. Th.,. antilh.,., a:r. rdl.C1.d in God', world
which consisl' of opposit. dffilffilS which (~s in H..-acliru, and th. Sloic,) th. high"1 r.a,Of! r.gulal" (,umma
lamffi ration. modularus'); but th. antilh.si, bdong, in God and nol juSI in hi, world (C.-l=

's...bo,'•. ch. 1



eNs .rn Jlltilh.sis cums .sl.-l in mundo' (.\fan. 2.29A»> 'God is nOl, ifh. b. nol on. (.\fan. 1.3).

(iii)-
P1'lJxea,"

JUSI as th. rdUtation of th. J.wish J:rgutnffill.d on 10 th. ),-!J:rcionil. dicholomy, so th. unity of God mad. it
n,c,ssaf)' 10 JllSW..- Pr"".a,. lfGod c.as.s 10 b. God Whffi h.los.s his unity, thffi th. naW. of thaI unity will
dominal. ChristiJll throlog}'. Bdlind th. monJ:rchiJllI.aching of Pr"".as, T.nulIiJll S••Sth. d.,il, who is d.",,
"""ugh 10 attack IruIh by pr.-lffiding 10 dd'ffid it Jlld who ddi,',,-s Jll 'o,'..-k:ilI' on dualism,l1 so dd'ffiding th.
'on. lord, th. almighly, th. cr.alor ofth. world', thaI h. mahs a h..-.sy ofth. unity (UI.I d. unico ha..-.sim
facial' (.Ilan. 2.29A». Th. fath..- b.cam. incamal. Jlld was crucifi.d. Furth..-, if th..-. is no distinction
bmn.., fath..- Jlld son, thffi th. spirit cannOl constirul. a third p..-son in th. godh.ad.

T..-rulIiJll is incffis.d" by th. practical oUlcom. of this I.aching. \\11.., th. JXlP" of Rom. had off..-.d p"ac. 10
th. fonow..-s of ),-!onIJllUS, who gan du. plac. 10 th. spirit within th••conomy of saJ,'ation, Pr"".as so
malign.d th. fonow..-s ofth. "'"'v Proph.cy thaI th. off..- was withdrawn. Pr"".as achi.nd 1\'-0 things for th.
d.,il al Rom.: h. np.n.d th. pJ:rad.l. Jlld h. crucifi.d th. fath..- (Prax. I). \\11.., h. had sown th. s••ds of
his h..-.sy, h. rffiounc.d it, bUl th. s••ds J:r' srill th..-. Jlld n••d 10 b. r""",nd. Y.-I T.nulIiJll'S opposition is
mor. d• ..,l}' mou..-al.d thJllthis. All r.copiru1ation in Chrisl s• .",s monJ:rchiJll in I.nd.ncy - th. n,c,ssaf)'
dishonour of God is mJll's uniqu. hop•. H. s••s Pr"".as' str..,gth as h. saw thaI of ),-!J:rcion.

; It ,hould b. nottd that ""tithtsi, in God i, inhmnt in • ,ingl. subj.ct, whil. in the wodd it m.,- b. inhmnt in om
subj.ct ot suc"ssi,'. within. ,ingl. process. S...bo,"" ch. " on the ,trif. of oppo,itt, in ?ltsoc"tic philo,ophY

,., lh. nom. 'PI""••,' Of 'bus,-_boch' could b•• ";c\;nom. fot ,om. notable pmon. S.. Troa'i" ag~i"'" Pr=.a::, If. I
h"", (london, 19'5j, IS'f, B.thun._B.l"" CrJi"ian do","i"., "If A ,.ti,j\'ing ,olution in f.,·our of id.ntification
ha, b..n ginn bY .>.ll.n Bant, Hippoly"':; arJ ,h~ Roman GnurGn in ,h~ 'hird an"'ry' (ltiden. l>'Ilj, 121-9. S.. 01,0 •
firu <li,eussion ofth. complex issue ofth. al.tion of I trtulli"" to the Elm,nu:: ""d Contra .\'o."'m of¥.ippoh-ru, ibid.
12'l--il

11 Cf I .rtulli""" .~gr.ssion on b.holi of mor.arGnia .\f~rG i. U

" I.rtulli",,', ""g" dots not off.ct the cog.nc,- of hi, ugum.nt ., w. mi~ht exp.ct. ¥.i, li",u,- output i, n"',, without
.motionol ,timulus



Po~. 121

Yet th. JlI.g.d crucifixion ofth. fath..- poinls 10 Pr"".as' falal fault and h..-.sy. FOf it is th. cross which
d.clar.s th. di--in••conomy and mahs th. doctrin.s of trinity and incarnation .ss.mial. All things ar. summ.d
up in Chrisl only through th. di--in. 'Conollly. God r.concil.s mankind b.caus. on th. cross fath..- and son ar.
distinci and th. fOfSak..., son is within God. 13 This was fOf T.millian and r.mains fOf JlI b.li,,',,-s th.ir un,'w
'pe,. 'Th••conomic trinity is th. imman...,1 trinity and v,'a v"r,a'1<

B
Trinity:
Tbe :\1~'ste~' of tbe Economy"

(i)-
The Sece"ily oflhe ECOlIOI1IY

:-'-Ionarchy and .ConolllY musl go log.-th..-. Th..-. is ind••d only on. God, but th. rul. offaith d.clar.s th•
• Conollly of saJ,'ation through fath..-, son and spirit. Pr"".as argu.s thai monarchy r.quir.s th. idffitity offath..-,
son and spirit. T.millian claims thai th••ConolllY distribut.s unity inlo trinity so thai th. thr•• ar. on. in quality,
subslanc. and pow..- (,lalW, ,ub,lanlia, P0Ie,IG.l), but distinci in s.qu""c" asp,cl and manilhtation
(gradw, forma, ,pee,'",) (Prax. 2A). This T..-rullian cJlls th. mysl",,' ofth. 'Conollly. Trinity has 10 do with
th. inl..-nal disposition ofth. Godh.ad. Economy in Paul, Irffiarns and T.millian has 10 do with th. plan of
saJ,'ation; a consid..-ation of this plan callS.S Ir.narns" and T..-rullian 10 s•••conomy in God.

1) 1nd.m Gon ,'on ,ich "lb" un'mch.idtt und '0 in Einh.i, mi' d.m g.\;r.=igttn I.m, 01, Gon d" Sohn <lit
\'.d.".nh.i, ,'on Gon d.m \"0'" .d.idtt, i" Gon d" \'m6hn" D., ,inoulum con..ti, bring, irn l.m Tod Gon"
."'g" S.in 01, litb. lIl:f G.ltun~'lUng.!. G.h.imni,. 10-<

" Thi, doirn ofK. Rahn" (D" dr.ifoltig. Gon 01, tt""".ndtn'" U'grund d" H.ibg"chichtt in J F.in" ""d:'1. lOhr"
(.d,,\ .lfpterium Sa.'uti'. GrurJri" heil'g,cGhi,h,li,her Dogma'i;.. "01. D (Ii",i.d.ln. Ig51) "S Cittd bY lUng.l
G.h.imni,. 10) op.", up • mw undm'''''ding ofth. trinit\· which i, b."d on tho "0"

"'oi\;onomi•• ,."Wl.ntum'

" d.m, .,. Thm i, onlY om God oIthough 'CCOfding '0 tho oeonomy of OUf adtmption thm i, • ,on ""d • f.th"

'" T.rtulli"" quitt j>fop.dY do" no' '0 much ,oh'. tho j>fobl.m ., .lucid.tt it, What w., 10" in 1.", <li,ru"ion w.,
T.rtulli",,', "",. of oppo'ition b.t\....n tho om ""d tho tha., FOf om mb"""" do" no' "'plain trinit\· ",thou,
amoind", Th. thr" Of. mith" .ttributt, no! mb"""ti,·". mith" .<!joeti,·" no! noun,



CompariSOll of the relation between father and SOlI, which is simila:r 10 thaI between thoughl and speech.
TcrtulIian uses dilferenllerms 10 describe the relation. The father utters (edere) the SOlI who dem'es (decurrere,
den\-ar,o) from the father."

To undersland the necessity of the economy, we may lU:m back 10 the a:rgumenl of the apo!oget,cum 21 10
13. Here Tcrtullian compa:res his claims with those of the Sloics. leno speaks of the logos as 'word', 'reasOll',
'orade', 'god', 'mind ofJon', 'UlJi,'ersal destiny' (,enno, rat'o, [arum, dew, an,mw !ovi" nece"itG.l
omn,'um). Cleanthes brings all these logether in the ,p,'r.'tw which permeales the UlJi,'erse. Christians make a

simila:r claim thaI God made all things by his word, reasOll, power (,ermo, rat"o, v,'rtw)," 10 whom is ascribed
the subslance of spirit. To this "ery subslance ofGod belong the word which proclaims, the reasOll which
disposes and the power which perfects God's work'o Christians say that the word is extended from God, born
by projection, so that 'God's SOlI is also called "God" from unity of substance'.

\'isual metaphors a:re now added 10 the intenecrual account. \\lIen a ray is directed from the sun, 'it is a part
from the whole, but the sun will be in the ray', because the ray belongs 10 the SUll. There is an extension rather

than a scpa:ration of substance, as light is kindled from light, while the material source remains whole and
undiminished. In the same way, what comes from God is perfect: 'at OlIce God and SOlI of God, and the two a:re

0lIe'-" So spirit comes from spirit and God from God, in a sequence without change ofbcing, ne"er receding
but rather proceeding from the source.

COlItinuing the metaphor, TcrtulIian says that this ray of God, as foretold ofold, descended 011 a certain ,irgin
'and, made flesh in

"Wh,n h, uso, th, unfortun." wo,d 'porti~'h, corn'" it, using th, 'qu.Jh' dang"ous wo,d 'ahu,'; 'non "m,n
,hm;.." alium Filium • P'''', sod eli,inbUti~fU,fUC eli",;OfU alium, sod eli,tinCtiOfU' (Pr=, 9)

" S" Abfamow,1.i D" logo" Th, prologll' of John ;d,ntifi" logoo of c".tion ",th oophla of Pro,' S, 'I, ;" ""d"
T,rtullian (Pr=, J.J) d" .usdrucl.:lich ,nt'-',chl', d." eli, ,'I, (Kraft), do> h,;,,, d" G,hal, an B,doufUn~ ,'on ,,,mo und
,.pi,nti. dmolb, ,,,' (192), T,rtullian "j"" •po,,;bl, atgwrt,n' of monmhian oppofUn" from th, grammarian',
d,finition of ,,,mo: ~'ox " ,onus oti, ." olf,nsus in"lligibili, .uelitu' Bu' from God thoro could n"',, com, anY'hing
(l'a,uum, ir.arJ, i",orporea:.), bu' only ,om,thing which po",,,,d wbo'~ntl~(199)

'0 'cui" ,,,mo in,;, pronuntianti, ratio .d,;, eli'pofUnti, ,irtu, pr.";' p"fici,ntt'



h..- womb is born mJll miud with God. Th. f1.sh fOflll.d by th. spirit, is nourish.d, grows 10 mammy, sp"aks,
I.ach.s, wo.-ks JIld is th. Christ'."

:-'-IJIlY inl..-p<.-t..-S han gon. \uong b.caus. th"}' han fOfgoltefl thaI th. inl.n.crual m.-tapho.-s com. firsl JIld
a:r. nol supplJllI.d by th. ',sual m.-tapho.-s. Spirit is mal..-ial but it is a,""')' inl.n.crual sOft ofmalt..-. \ 'isual

m'lapho.-s a:r. usdUl fOf thos. who think in piclUr'S, but th"}' must n.,,',,- hold firsl plac•."

This is ."id.,,1 wh." \n ru:m 10 chrislology in adver,,.; Praxean 8. Th. wo.-d is JIl .",JIlarion (

TTPO~Oi\ri), but nolli>.:. \'al."tiniJll ""JIlarions," which a:r. s..,a:ral' from JIld igno.-JIlI of th. fath..-. Th.

wo.-d .",JIlal.s from th. fath..- but,lik. a tr•• from its root, a str.am from its sourc., is n.,,',,- s..,a:ral'. Th.
proofs h..-. a:r. im.n.crual 0.- .p;sr.mological. Only th. son knows th. fath..- Q.hlt. I 1.27), r.,,·.als th. fath..-' s
inn..- nalUr. (John 1.18), h.a:rs JIld s••s ."."')'thing apud Palrem (John 8.38). H. sp.aks whal th. fath..

cOllllllJllds (John H.31), oo.s nol his own will but thaI ofth. fath..- (John 6.38), fOf who knows whal is in God
""C..,I th. spirit in him (l Co.-. 2.11)." Th. wo.-d (s..-mo) is always in th. fath..- JIld with th. fath..- (John
H .11 JIld John 1.1). 'I JIld th. fath..- a:r. on. (John 10.30).

So th. son is (Prax. 8.5) a proj.crion ofr.alil}'," who pr.s ....·.s JIld gua:rds th. unity of th. @-in. r.alil}'. Th.
son is put fo.-th from th. fath..- JIld n.,,',,- s..,a:ral.d from him. Th.trinity (Prax. 8.7) d.m,.s from th. fath..- 'by

inl..-mingkd JIld conn.cI.d d.gr••s in no way rlnalffiing th. mona:rchy but prol.cting th. qualil}' of th•
• conomy'. Th. trinity is a disp."sarion JIld inl..-nal disposition of th. @-in. subsIJllc,. It oo.s nol d.stroy unity

but adminisl..-s it (Prax. 3). In this way th. mysI"')' ofth••conomy (oikonomiae ,acramentum) is 10 b.
und,,-slood, bringing log.th..- th. unity of ,laI,.;, ,ub,lanlia JIld pote,la> with th. rlnd'old grad,.;, forma
JIld ,p<Jci<J' (Prax. 2).

" '" in uwo <iu, c,",o liguratu'. noscitur homo D,o mntu', C,",o ,pintu ,troot" nutritur.•dolesci'. olfatur. doc"
op"atur "Chri,tu, est

" A, I thinJ,; th,y do in Cyprian', tcdesiolog'" '0 th, confu,ion of church otd«, Set my Cyprian', Im.g".... .lr.t;,hthon
J(191J).61-"~

,
• Th, Gno,tic ,i,w tha' th, logo, i, ,imply God', 'pohn word, u"md 'p"ch i, rtjtcttd

<
-- 'S,mw .uttm ,pintu ,troctu, es' ". u,ita clix,rim. "IDlO";' corpus es' Spintu,'

,. 'TTPO~".. , r' 'I,',ri'ati,'



FOf som•. says Tertulli"". monarchy exclud.s trinity. y.1 a mom..lI'S thoughl will show thaI. al a hum"" lenl.
sol. rule is often ex..-cis.d through agenls. Th. solid m.Jlling of the wOfd musl b. p.-eferr.d 10 its sound. ,- ""d
the plurJlism of\·JI.ntinus as w.n as the duJlism of )'-Iarcion are 10 b. r.j.cl.d. Th..-. is no monarchy withoUl
trinity ""d no trinity withoUl monarchy; they are muruany dependenl." Th..-. exiSIS no way 10 011. God exCepl
through trinity ""d no way 10 trinity exCepl through 011. God. Thos. who deny the SOlI. deny the monarchy 10
the fath..-. fOf it is the SOlI who r.sIOf.S the monarchy 10 the fath..-. when h. d.u.-..-s up the kingdom 10 him (I
eOf. 15.2~-8). God cannOl b. God withoUl the SOlI ""d the spirit. Th. SOlI is even now purring the enemi.s
und..- the fath..-' s f.... making them his foolSlool ""d subduing all things so thaI God may b. all in all. Th. SOlI is
the sourc. rath..- th"" a hindr""c. 10 the monarchy. which is in his h""ds.'" who will r.sIOf. it 10 the fath..-.

\\1>0 then is the SOlI ""d was h. Jlways pari of the di-in. economy? H..-. w. han the 'inl.lligenl exploitation')"
of the Sloic distinction bmnen inn..- ""d un..-.d logos. app1}ing the firsllo the fath..- ""d the secOlld 10 the
SOlI. God Jlways had logos as r.asOll bUl did nol Jlways speak (Quia non s..-monJlis a principID sit rationJlis
etiam ""I. principium' (Prax. 5». Howev..- as in m"". who is the image ""d wOfd of God. r.asOll ""d
discours. Jlways go log.th..-. so in God inn..- ""d un..-.d spe.ch are .ss.ntiJllo 011. anoth..-. This is the crux
of the argumenl. Only in the cr.am" acl is the wOfd perfectly manif.sl as un..-.d. ""d nol m..-.1}' inn..-. thoughl.

lliin. spe.ch was born. when God said 'L.I th..-. b. lighll' Th. b.sl wOfd fOf this ( TrPO~O!l i]) has b.en
us.d by h..-.tics (Prax. 8.1); bUl thaI is no argumenl againsl using it in anoth..- sense. H..-. again the ',suJl
m'laphOfs are add.d. God emitt.d the wOfd. as a rool emits a tr••. a founlain a m',,- ""d the sun a ray. \\nen
the spirit is add.d 10 the s..-i.s. \n han rool-tr••-fruil. founlain-m',,--

,- L AbrWlOW'1.i Dtf logo" 19'1

"w. rnov "coli the linJ,;, which W.,rin\; doirn.d b .....·ttn the thrttfold th.olog\' ..,d the ",timonv ofth. ,oul which i,
notufollv Chri,ti..,. Stt A. Contsi, \'=om • I .nulli..,o. Punti eli continui,o, .lugu::tini"nu"" ,. (lgSI), JH--{;5. Cf. RE.l
Chionic. I .nulli..,.o (lg1~), S

'" opud iilium



"""JIll, ,un-my-poinl, Th" trinity flow, down through inl.m,-in"d JIId cOllll"C1"d 'I..", Jlf",.,,-ing both
mon",-chy JIId "conomy, Th" '''qu'''c" i, d"",- in ,criplllr" wh.., J",u> ,ay', 'I will Jlfay th" fath..- JIId h" sh3ll
,..,d you JIIoth..- comfon..-, th" ,pirit of1ruIh' (Prax, 9,3),

(ii)-
Relati,-e D~po,ition and SubS/an/ial Relation

Th" n"c",siI}' of th" "cOllomy i, ,..mfOlnd by th" g=" ofrdam'" di,positiOll, Thi, i, T..-rulIiJII" chid"
",-gun"'I, which wa, 13k.., up JIId d.,'dop"d by Augu,tin",)l but ha' b".., o,-..-shadmnd by th" formula"
which pa""d inlo fourth-c..,IUr)' d"bal", Trinity i, a mall..- of ,ub'IJlltial ,.dation" which ,."qui,-" di,tincm""
JIId murualn"c""tt}' bmn.., th" thr"" m"",b..-, ofth" di--in" "COllomy,

Sloic, li'l"d four cal"gori", Of g='" 'Ub'IJIIC", quality, di,position JIId ,."bm,,, di,position," Th"y ",-" lools
fOf hJlldling th" di-'..-siI}' JIId unity of thing,,)) Sub'IJllc" i, appli"d 10 "'''')"thing which .xi>l> a, a mal..-ial
obj"C1, It i, 'th" prim" mall..- of 3lI .xi'ting thing>',)' A, mall..- it c=OI chJllg", E,-"')' .xi'ting

)l Th. tt.dition go" on, with funh" d"i.tion from T.rtulli"", in Bo.thiu, ""d Thom., Aquin.,

" UTrO""iI.lWov, Tr0l6V, Tr~; ~xov, Trp<>; Tl TrW; £:xOV Sirnpliciu', On.lri"ot:"'Gategorie,,66 J2~J.'

(Sr-F '.iH 10ngS.dl.y liF). Th. first g.n" w., ,om.tirn" d"crib.d., 'b.ing' Of ovoio

)) s .. 1. 1. Dullo', y ...-i1 d" c..igori" stoici.nn,,' ?JPh, S(19'11), no--: •. T.rtulli",,', .ccoun' i, unoff"ttd bY the
continuing contto,",!>y .bou, the st.tu, ofth". g.m". Th.y u. b.lter no' c.n.d '"ttgori'" son Dullo', ,ince thi,
sugg.st> • fol" "l.tion "ith .\ristotl. ond • mythicol histo,y of c"'gori" which i, • doxogmphicol illusion (n I). Th.
four g.m" .ttributtd '0 the S,o. bY Sirnpliciu' u. di,cu".d bY Plotinu> (Enn. 6. Ullf.j. Th. foutth g.m. i, 'i,,,,,, .n
qutlqu. monii" "l.tif (nJl, bu' th", i, ,,,iduol complexi'" In the .nd

C" qu.tt" concepts n'indiqu.n, p., d" ito" ou d" "",••", d. ritt., il, p.rm.lt.n' d\lfticuler, • d" "",••", dilfi"n"
runi,i ,,1. multiplici'i, Ed.nti,i ,,1. dilfi"nce, 1. corp' "hncorpOf.L • rin,iri.", ou • p<opo, d. ch.qu. itt. ce ,on'
d" concepts opifOtoir" gr'ce ."'qu.ll" " ,,,oh'.n' 1" p<oblim" d. run " du multipl•. li, ,on' .u ,,,,ice <fun.
on,ologi. qui "li. choqu. itt•• r.".nce unique que comtitu. 1. m.tii" p<.mii". (l'if)

Th. g.m" do no' p<o,id. on on'ologicol ,,.,ttm ond fOf thi, ".,on T.rtulli"" i, .bl. '0 U" Ollt ofth.m '0 ,oh" •
cruciol p<obl.m. Ecl"tici,m i, .".ntiol fOf the fr..dom of on 'pologist. Philo'ophY i, ""h.w'" h., b..n w.ll ,"d on
.cl"tic whol.' (Cl.m.•'\.l.x.. "'·om. l.J.i1)

,. S'ob., eel. L lil, ~J; Sr-F LSJ; 10ngS.dl.y ,SQ



thing is mad. up of subslanc. and quality, IWo mal.nal compon~mwhich cannOl .,uSI alon•. This m.ans, says

Plut",ch, thaI \n "'. all doubl. with 1\'-0 subslml.s, subslanc. and quality. Sloic m.-laphysics d.als thus with
partiCIll...-S, indi--jdually qualifi.d ffititi.S.

Th. cal.gori.s of disposition and rdam', disposition may S.ffil .Ill';"'" b.caus. of th. paucity of .,'id.nc.
conc..-ning thffil. Th. form..- 'W3S us.d 10 d.scnb. conditions of th. qua1ilam', SUbSlral., nol of th• .,uSlffitial

(cal.gOl)' on.) SUbSlral. of th. particul""." AI any tim., ,,'..-ything is in som. kind of disposition and, ihn
wish 10 go b.yond gffi..-alization 10 th. particul"', \n n••d th. gffif. of disposition.

Th. final cal'gOl)' 'rdam', disposition' ...-is.s 011I of th. distinction bmnffi 'S\n.-l and bitt..-' on th. on. hand

and 'fath..- and son' on th. oth..-. Th. form..- is relative and consisls of' all things, which "'. condition.d
according 10 an intrinsic ch",acl..-, bill "'. dir.cl.d low",ds som.thing dse. 'SW••I and bitt..-' poinllo intrinsic
qualiti.s which "'. also in a cmain disposition 10 on. anoth..-. 'Fath..- and son' do nol poinllo intrinsic qualiti.s
bill OIlly 10 a disposition. This final cal'gOl)' is relatively di.po.ed and compris.s 'all rhos. whos. nann it is 10
b.com. and c.as. 10 b. a prop..-t}' of som.thing without internal change or qua1ilam', alr..-ation, 3S \nn as
10 look low",ds whalli.s olllside. SffiS. p,,-c"ption is rdam', b.caus. it is dir.cl.d low",ds som.thing .Is.

and has a dilf..-ffitial.d condition. Our conc= h..-. is with things which "'. nol subj,cllo inh"-ffil
dilf"-ffitiation, bill "'. simply dispos.d in rdation 10 som.thing .Is•. 'For S{)fl, and th. man {)fI th. righI, in ord..
10 b. th..-., n••d cmain ""I=al things.' \\nffi a S{)fl di.s, th. fath..- may c.as., without any internal change,
10 b. a fath..-. Similarly, whffi ones n6ghbour mons, on. may c.as. 10 b. th. man {)fI his righl. Sw••m.ss and

bitt=.ss pr'Sffil a dilf"-ffil cas•. Th.y cannol chang. unl.ss th.-ir inl=al pow..- (

" lTEp\ O\/Ta OVVO~I~) also chang.s. Th. conclusion has striking rd,,'anc. for

), That th,\" Of' not tlm;,', was pto,',d;" I,S I. when. ;" ctl,bution ofth, Council ofConsuntinopl' .• philosoph"
bishop. Eric 0'.\1",' comm,nd,d subsuntiol "l.tions OIl th, front ""0 p.ges of1 'Oc".rmtor< Romana

" 1. :'1. Rist. Stai, pWocophy (C""'bridg' Ig6~). 161f This "ction is ;"d,bttd to th, lucid tr,.tm,nt;" ch. 9 (112-"2) of
this book



TenulIian 'If, then, d.spil. b.mg unJlf.C1.d in thffilsd,'.s th"}' chang. b.caus. of som.thing .Is.s disposition rdal;"" 10

thffil, it;s cl• ...- thaI rdati-.-dy dispos.d things han th.-ir .xislenc. in th.-ir disposition alOll. and nol through any
dilf..-entiation. ,)"

TenulIian tahs ov..- this cal'gOl)' and us.s it in his 0\'" way (Prax. 10). Fath..- and SOlI han th.-ir .xislenc. in th.-ir
disposition alon.; th..-d'or., when thaI disposition;s deni.d, th"}' c.as. 10 be. Fath..- and SOlI ...-. no mar. identical than day
and nighl. ?'6th..- can b. both. A fath..- mahs a SOlI and a SOlI mahs a fath..-. Th.-ir rdam', disposition m.ans thaI th.
fath..- c=OI rdal' 10 th. fath..- as h. do.s 10 th. SOlI, nor can th. SOlI rdal' 10 th. SOlI as h. do.s 10 th. fath..-. God
.stablish.s and gu...-ds r.btions. Th.s. r.btions mal:. m. whal 1 am when 1 com. 10 po"'" thffil. \\nen th"}' ...-. rdlci'.
(fath..--fath..-, SOlI-SOlI), th. mffilb..-s c.as. 10 .xisl. Sinc., for Pr"".as, mon...-chy mal:.s fath..- identical with SOfl, and SOfl
identical with fath..-, both fath..- and SOfl...-. no mar•.

Could God nol ov..-com. this disasl..-, sinc. h.;s abl. 10 do anything~ \\nal God;s abl. 10 do and whal h. do.s ...-. I\vo
dilf..-enl things. H. can gO." wings 10 humans but h. do.s nol. Fath..- and SOfl then...-. distincl, but nol s"p...-al. (Prax. II).
\\nen God says, 'my h.ar1 has ffilitt.d my mosl ""c.nenl word' (ps. ~5.1), this musl sland unl." Som.OlI. can find a 1",,1
wh..-. h. says, 'my h.ar1 has ffilitt.d mysdf as my mosl ""c.nenl word'. Equally cOllclu';"·. and imposSlbl. would b. 'Th.
lord said 10 himsdf, 1 am my 0\'" SOfl, today 1han begotten mysdf (d. Ps. 2.7) or, 'Bd'or. th. morning sl...- did 1b.g.1
mysdf (cf. Ps. 110.3 LXX) or, 'I th. lord poss.ss.d mysdf th. b.ginni:ng ofmy ways for my own work; bd'or. all th. hills
100 did 1b.g.1 mysdf (Prov. 8.22).

(iii)-
Redaction into O"e,!ro", Plurality to r;nil)'

Th. IruIh of God impli.s thaI h. d.clat.s nothing 10 .xisl outsid. his dispositiOfl or =angffilenl, and thaI h. has =ang.d
nothing conlrJ:/)' to his d.clatatiOfl. For all his mon...-chy, th..-. musl b. a

)" El TO{WV ~o:\ ~T)5l;v cWro TTall6VTO: ~n$AA!1 ~O:TO: TftV O:AAOV TTp6; cWro "'XtO"IV

5i'jAOY OTI Ev TD ox!o"~\ 1l6vij TO ,TVaI !X~\ ~Cll OV ~O:To- TlvO O\Cl<ropOv T<x TTp6<; Ti TTW; "XOVTCl
Simpliciu,_ On .lrl"OI.'O·' Gct<gorlo,; 161.J2-IMB (11-2~).Sf-F HOi; longS.dl,v 2'lC
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plurJlity in God, dse th..-e could be no rdam'e disposition Jlld it is rdam'e disposition which ddines the being of God.
T..-rul1iJll (Prax. 12) rums to the plurality which Justin had noted, the plur.lity of the CH.to..." CJll. being who is m..-dy
Jlld .bsolutdy one, speak in the plurol 'Let us make mJll Jit..- our image Jlld likeness' (Gen. 1.26), without dec6t or joking
or (.s the Jews dJim) Jll Jllgelic .udience~ \\".s he himsdff.th..--son-spirit Jlld did he speak to himsdfin the plur.F
R.th..-, he used the plurol 'bec.use th..-e w.s Jlre.dy .tt.ched to him the son, • second p..-son, his word, Jlld Jlso. third
p..-son, the spirit in the word' (Prax. 12.3). He w.s mJking mJll with Jlld like the son who w.s to put Of! humJll noun, Jlld
he w.s sp"Jking to the spirit who would SJllctify mJll. They w..-e 'minist..-s Jlld medi.tors in consequence of the unity of the
trinity'. Furth..-, God could only make mJll in the im.ge of God bec.use th.t im.ge Jlre.dy existed in the son 'who bec.use
he w.s to be the sur..- Jlld tru..- mJll c.used th.t mJll to be cJlled his im.ge who.t th.t time h.d to be formed of clay, .s
the image Jlld likeness of the true'. The SOfl, who is the true light of the world, cJllle 0fI the scene when God sJid, 'Let th..-e
be light.'

"'ow \n no long..- speak in the plurJl, bec.use Christ h.s come Jlld is knO\\ll.s he who once c.used plurJlity, but who
now renols the fullness ofunity. Through the di--ine economy, the f.th..- is more funy mJnifest Jlld 'the nJllle of God Jlld of
lord is reduced to one (redacwm ... in un,·onem)'. Through Christ, God is one." This makes the issue plJin for the notions
who now con,'..-r from mJllY idols to one God Jlld for us when \n f.ce mJff}Tdom bec.use \n rdUse to swe... by mJllY
gods Jlld lords.

The SOfl is \1sible Jlld the f.th..- is in',sible:" Yet the SOfl is 'Jlso 0fI his own 'CCOUllt, .s word Jlld spirit, in"sible ",,'en now
by the qu.lity ofhis substJllce' ",,'en ifbd'ore the inCJlll.tiOfl he w.s \1S1ble to )'-Ioses (Prax. H). Then he w.s \1S1ble in the
inCJlll.tion Jlld is th..-eby distinct from the f.th..-. The chJllging economy of sJ!,·.tion CJlll1(}t be reduced to uniformity. In the
Old T.stJlllent,

" .\ndr".n ,how.d tho d.ci,i,'. inl1u.nct of J'f0,opo~.phicolH.g"i, fOf tho undmt""ding ofth. WID 'pmon.' Zur
En1Stthung und G"chichtt d" trinitarisch.n Pmonb.grilf". LVII" 11 (1%1) I-j~

"P.ul found faith in om God, possibk and only possibk throu~Christ

., :-:ott lan••us on thi, point: 1. Och.~.,i" Vi,ibii. patri' jiiiu::. .l ,wd)' of!rma.u::· I<a, hing on r.wiation arJ tradition (Rom.
1%1)



th. son was aCl;"', nol only in cr.ation, but also judg.d, d.stroy.d a lOW"', confus.d bnguag.s, sffil th. flood and rain.d
down fn and brimsIOll•. All th. tim. h. was l.aming, as God, 10 lalk with mffi on • ...-rh. H. kn.w th. "id. rang. ofhuman
aff.ctions, as h. inlffid.d 10 lal:. on human subslanc., body and soul. His miud b.ha'iour in rhos. tim.s pr"l'."..d him for
th. human ""p..-iffiC'S which th. h .-tics,lil:. Prax.as, dffiy him and anribut. 10 th. fath..., b.caus. th.y do nOl know thaI
'from th. b.ginning th. ffitir. ord of th. w,-in••conomy has com. do\", through th. son' (Prax. 16):" \\nffi th. proph.1
(lsa. ~5.5, 18) d.cl."..s, 'I am God and b.sid. m. th.... is no oth...', h. dffii.s thaI th. son is oth... than God. !fit was said,
'Th.... is no on• .Is., ""C"l'1 my son', thffi h. would han mad. th. son oth... than himsdf; this would b. as foolish as for th.
sun 10 say, 'I am th. sun, and th.... is non. oth... b.sid.s m. ""C"l'1 my faY' (Prax. 18). \\1lil. Prax.as finds a f.w passag.s
of scriplllf' 10 support his cas., Tmul1ian g;.."s an ""I.nd.d analysis ofth. Fourth Gospd (Prax. 21-5) and a brid'
rd'...ffic. 10 :-'hnh.w and Lul:. (Prax. 26) 10 show thaI fath... and son.".. distincl p..-sons.

Lal..., Augustin. was confrOllI.d by th. Arian claim thaI distinctions within th. Godh.ad musl b. 6th... subslanc. or
accid.ms, and thaI sinc. th.... w.... no accid.ms in God, th.... musl b. thr•• subslanc.s. H. ru:m.d 10 Tmul1ian and th.
Sloics for th. notion ofunchang.abl. r.lations or rdam', disposition. Th. thr•• .-t..-nal and unchang.abl. r.lations within th.
Godh.ad.".. as r.al as th. b.g.lling, b.mg b.gOl!ffi and proc••ding, which ddin. th=. 'Th...d'or., although 10 b. th.
fath... and 10 b. th. son.".. dilf"'ffil, y.-t th6r subslanc. is nol dilf...ffil; for th"}'.".. so call.d, nOl according 10 subslanc.,
but according 10 rdation, which rdation, how.,,''''' is nol an accid.m, b.caus. it is unchang.abl' (fr.'n. 5.5.6)"

<, 'a primor<!io omn,m ordintm <!i,ina, <!ispo,itio,,;, per filium d,cucum",'

"• 'Qu"",obr,m qu"""i, <!i"mum ,i, p.tt,m ts>t "iilium tsst, non ts' '"""n <!i"m. sub"""ti. qui. hoc non >toundum sub"""ti"",
<!iountur. >td >toun<lum "1.",,,,,,; quod '"""n "l.ti,,,,,, non ts' accid,ns qui. non ts' mutabi1,' Thi, .w''''', mort S,oic th""
T,rtulli",,', .ccoun'



JnOther, Augu,tine r"plie' thaI 'father' and 'unbegOl!ffi' do nol mean the ,ame thing. The father would han beffi unbegOl!ffi,
,,'ffi ifhe had nol begOl!ffi the ,{)fl. Begming a '{)fI do., nol make {)fie unbegOl!ffi. 'Begol!ffi' and 'unb.gOl!ffi' do nol poinl
10 a dilferffice in ,ub'lance. Only a remarkable blindne" can JX"'ffil one from 'eeing thaI no {)fie can be ,aid 10 be
begOl!ffi exC"p1 in rdation 10 'omething (Ir.'n. 5.6.7):" A '{)fI i, a '{)fI because he i, begOl!ffi and begOl!ffi because he i, a
,{)fl.'"

Objection can be made thaI the father i, ,aid 10 be unbegOl!ffi in re'pecllo him'elf and the '{)fI i, begOl!ffi in re'pecl of
him'elf and, since whal i, in re'pecl of{)fIe,elfi, ,ub'lance, therefore father and '{)fI are nO! the ,ame in ,ub'lance. Bur it
mu,1 be r"plied thaI the '{)fI i, equal 10 the father, nol in re'pecl ofhi, relation 10 the father, bur in re'pecl ofwhal i, ,aid
with relation 10 him'elf, thaI i', according 10 ,ub'lance (Ir.'n. 5.6.7).

Augu,tine draw, logether lalk of relation," with unity of e"ffice and trinity ofP"f'{)fI'. 'For a, the father i, God, and the
'{)fI i, God, and the holy ,pirit i, God, which no {)fie doubl' 10 be ,aid in re'pecllo ,ub'lance, yel we do nol ,ay thaI the
"ery 'upreme trinity (,p,am prae,lanli"imam Ir.'nilalem) i, three God, bur {)fie God' (Ir.'n. 5.8.9). \\llal,,'er \n ,ay of
God in re'pecllo him'elf, we ,ay of each per'{)fI and of the trinity it'elf, ,peaking alway, in the singular.

(i,)-
Substance and Person'

For T..-rullian, God i, unique and of three di--ine p"-'{)fI'." Since the three are of one quality, ,ub'lance and power, God i,
unique although three in ,equffice, a'peel and manilhlati{)fl. The monanhia, or the claim thaI one God creale, and rule'
the world a, it, {)fIly lord, i, the {)fie i"ue for Pr""ea, (3.2) and hi, folk>w..-,. P..-hap, T..-rullian', r"pl}' would {)fIly ,ati,fy
,ome{)fle who could handle paradox and puzrle. The {)fie lord i, he who rule' all, God the fath..-, and hi, '{)fI who ha'
rec,,;,,'ed from hi, fath..- the rule

,
, 'g'rutum nro mira oo,ci.." non .d,',rtun' <lici non po,,,, ru,i .d oliquid'

'" 1d,o quipp, filiu, qui g'rutu" " qui. filius utiqu' g'rutu,'

" Augu'tin' has d,,·tlop,d I,rtullian', .ceoun' o[rtl.ti,·, <li'po,ition which h, m.,- 01,0 hoy, l,unt from ?lotinus, Enn, 6 l. 6-8
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Po~. Iii

oy..- J!I creation. \\-ilhin the trinity, the fath..-, as the origin and PfoprielOf ofpow..-, is the glulesl (Prax. 9.2, H .10); y..r the

three possess in dilf..-.."I ways the same greamess. God ddegales authority 10 the angds; bill each m=b..- of the trinity
possesses Wilhoullimil the family Pfoperly'- The fath..- commUllicales J!I thaI he has 10 SOlI and spirit, so thaI they 100 a:re

omnipol""I(Prax.7.3):"

T.nulIian supplies the .."during lemJinology of trinitarian theology. \\nal did he mean by OIIe subslance and three P"-SOllS~

Fragm.."ls of rec..,,1 discussion may hdp. If T.nulIian Pfo'-Kied the I=s for lal..- debale, he did nol supply dd'tnitions 10
reso"'e thaI debale, partly because thaI debale cannol be reso"'ed:" The key COllCepl ,ub,lanlia is du';"e. According 10 a
juridical inl...-pr.-ratiOll, which has be.." ,,-Kidy rejecled, the m=b..-s of the trinity w..-e 'P..-SOllS of subslance' (i.e. P..-SOllS
who possessed wealrh) and the wealrh which they possessed was the same. '0 Th..-e has be.." a g.."..-a1 acceplance of
T.nulIian's appropriation of the Sloic ,-jew of subslance as 'sruff. \\1liIe T.nulIian may use the 1= for a particula:r thing, his

more ""acl use poinls 10 the cOllslilum'e mal..-ial of a thing. This Sloic dd'tnitiOll is always behind the COllCepl of God's
subslance and is nol purdy mal..-ial in the commonly accepled s.."se ofroday."

L-nity was a man..- of subslance. God's subslance mighl mean God himself, his mode of nisl.."ce, his rank Of cha:racl..-, his
di--jnity Of .-r..-nit}'. Anoth..- meaning suggesls 'the Ullique sruff which is, Of composes, the di--ine corpw, and which T...-rulIian
denotes ,p:r.IW'." Spirit may descnbe the whole trinity (pud. 21.16) Of whal issues from God the fath..- (Prax. 26.3---4). In
the m.-raphors of sun Of spring, ,p:·r.·IW can be used 6th..- of the whole trinity Of ofeach p"-SOll. T.nulIian's accounl displays
'a cmain I.."sion bem'e.." the simple mona:rchian leaching traditiOllal al Rome and

,- Ibid.. i15

"It wos 0 principl. of monoth.i" opolog.tic th.. th", could only b. om omnipottnt b.ing ,inet th", could b. no ttmto,Y l.ft fot tho
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the plumlistic thwlogy which he adopled from the earli..- Apologisls JIld den\opl'd fOf the purposes of contro",,-sy'. <)
:-'himaining lension;s exactly whal TernilliJll wJllled 10 do; bm his reasons w..-elogicJl mth..- thJll hisloocJl. He could

speak of the gospel as 'the SubslJllce of the "ew Teslamenl' (Prax. 31.1).

\\1liIe fOf TernilliJll 'subsIJllce' meJlls 'srolf Of 'mal..-iJl', 'one physicJl thing'." inns non-mal..-iJl mall..- ',Iofflo.e.
Stoff JIld his main ...-gumenls had 10 do with mind JIld speech Of with IogicJl relations. \\-e c=OI apply a Ial..- mind
body dicholomy 10 Sloic mall..-. \\nen it is claimed thaI the only slife guides 10 his meJlling...-e the melapho.-s which he
uses 'of ,ub.lanliae, which admit of a kind of distribution, JIld pluralily, which does nOl constinne a di-ision', <' it must

be rememb..-ed thaI these melapho.-s ...-e second...-)' 10 the ...-gumems which they illustrale. Thm ...-gumenl was
psychologicJl mth..- thJll ,i"ble. The lola Ir.'nila.! of reason, passion JIld desire was found in the unity of the soul JIld
the unity of God (an. 1~).

Body was Jlso necess...-)' 10 p..-sons. TernilliJll makes the di-i:ne spirit corpo.-eJl ffiOUgh 10 rend..- the di-i:ne p..-sons
distincl from one JnOth..-. \\1liIe th..-e;s a dilf..-ence bmnen a humJll JIld a di-i:ne body,<; he insisls thaI God be a

realily which CJll be displayed. The body of spirit ;s the thing itself, a unity ofbeing JIld action. Yel TernilliJll, like mJllY
oth..-s, ne,.-..- succeeds in defining his conCepl ofbeing'- A firsl reading of. igain.<1 Prax"a.! suggesls thaI TernilliJll has
nol aq,;ded a di-ision of the di-i:ne SubslJllce, JIld mo.-e exacl scrutiny indicales thaI he ll1.3y nol Mn gi\'en the son JIld
the spirit a lotality of di-i:ne SubslJllce.<'

P...-ticularily;s Jifirmed by certain wOfds: ,peci"., grad,." forma, propr.'<!Ia.! JIld, especially, by per.ona. <;

CnfOl1Ullaldy, p"r,ona, the key-wOfd, could function eilh"r as pari of JIl economy or as a melaphysicJllerm in its
own righl. This ambiguity persisls within Ternilli",,; bm th..-e ;s denlopmenl in the conCepl ofper,ona

<
"Ibid.,61

" S, Schlo»m=. I ,rtulli"" irn Lich" dt< luri'prud,lU. ZKG. lJ (1906). 211--1 ""d '01-iO

<' S".d. Di,in, sub"""" in I,rtulli"", 66

<' 1. :'!oing'. Tl;iologi. "'i"it~i"d. Tmullim' "01>, (pui, 1%:>---9). "01. n. Sub"t~ntdit"., ir.d....Liualit". Hi

,- Ibid HJ.

<' Ibid HS

<; Ibid HI



bennffi the wOfk agJinsl )'hrcion and thaI agJinsl Pr""ea,. Per,ona mons from the conCepl of'rcpresffilam'e
person' 10 'distincl indi-idual exislffice (Of existing indi-idual)'. '"

'Subslance' refers 10 the ll:lJiti,'e demffil, while 'person' designales the distincm'e demffils in the inner life of God." It
would be a mislake 10 think thaI, in the eyes ofTcrtulIian, the l\yo lerms complelely dissoj,'e the Iffision bennffi the
three and the one; thallffision poinls 10 the rdam'e disposition which requires both father and son fOf either of them 10
b,.

M-
Crilic;,,,,, of Tenullian

Criticism of TcrtulIian' s doctrine of the trinity has measured him agJinsl bIer formulations and either appbuded Of
bewailed his achi,,'emffil." To many he seems 10 han anticipaled l\;caea and bIer d,,'dopmffils, 10 others he has
succumbed 10 extreme subordinationism." \\.e musllake some samples of this criticism, 10 show thaI it falls short of
finality as much as docs TcrtulIian.

Is he subordinationisl~ The equality of the three persons and the unity of ,ub,lanlia, ,Ialw and pote,lG.l ;s his Cffitral
theme (Prax. 2; .Ilan. ~.25; re,. 6). The distinction in gradw, fOmla and 'pec,e, (Prax. 2) poinls 10 nothing more
than distinction ofpersons and Ofder ofprocession. \\1lile there ;s modem ne,Tousness abolll the lerms 'clem'ation' and
'po.-tion' (Prax. 9,1 ~), these wOfds Jre meanllo join rather than 10 di-'de. The similes of SUll and ray, spring and stream
poinllo continuity. It;s as foolish 10 depart from the poinl of the simile by di-'idtng whal;s continuous as it would be 10
Itnk the firsl with Herac!;rus and the second with Thales, gi.-ing TcrtulIian a di--ine subslance of fire Of waler. Further, the
contrasl bennffi "sible son and in',sible father makes the same poinl of continuity; now the son;s no more "sible than
the father (Prax. H .6). CcrlJinly, TcrtulIian goes on 10 Itnk the thcophanies of the Old Teslamffil with the son rather
than with the father; bill this;s an apologetic d.,ice from Justin and mosl early writer,. It poinls 10

'" Ibid.. 611
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plur.lity in th. Godh••d Jlld w.s lot..- discJrd.d Whffi AriJllS found it .m'Jllmgwus. As with th. simil.s, mJllY
JrgumffitS, Whffi ploc.d in. dilf..-."t COIItro",,-Sy, CJll h.n th.-ir m.Jning in,'m.d.

T..-rulIiJll, oth..-s dJim, a."s within th. world of s.cOIId-cffitury JPOlog.tic Jlld m• .-rs th. monJrchiJll ChJllffig. with Jll
.ccount of th. gffi..-.tion of th. logoJ which r"publish.d Jll Jll.chronism. '" P..-hops \n hJn h..-. Jlloth..- ""..npl. of
th.logic of JPOlog.-tic which JllSW"-S @'..-s.obj.ctionsfrom.sto... ofJrgumffitswhichmJynotb. COh"-ffit with 011.
JnOth..-. Th. Stoic distinction bmnffi inn..- Jlld utt..-.d logos h.d .h.dy s..-nd ChristiJll JPOlog.tic in th. dilf"-ffit
int..-pr.mtion of Throphilus ofAntioch.

Any sound JPPf.ci.tion of T..-rulIiJll must ploc. him in his historicJl COIIt""t wh..-. h. h.d to r.spond to mon..-chiJllism
Jlld oth..- ChJllffig.S. His trinitJriJll r.spons. w.s of,'Jlu. to SUbS.quffit thwlogiJlls, but it could not Jllticip.t. th.
probl=s which th. Gr••k f.th..-s h.d thrust upon th=. \\lIffi ,n dJim th. losting ,'Jlu. of. COIItingffit r.spons., ,n
n••d not forg.-r its cOIIting.ncy.

T..-rulIiJll' s .chi"'=ffit w.s twofold. First, h. r.JIi.z.d th. Strffigth of th. mon..-chiJll position, with its insiStffiC. 011 th.
unity of th. @-in. b.mg; for th. Cffitr. ofhis own fJith w.s th. n,c,ssJ:l)' dishonour of God in Christ. S,cOIId, h. stor.d
mot. cl.Jr!}' thJll Jlly oth..- .Jr!}' ChristiJll writ..- th. CffitrJl significJllc, of rd.m" disposition. God w.s 011. God; but
f.th..- Jlld SOlI w..-. mUtllJlly n,c,ssJ:l)' to ••ch oth..- Jlld n.",,- id."ticJl. Idffitity would d.stroy th=; th.-ir dilf..-."c.
w.s th. ground of th.ir unity. As in oth..- d.b.t.s, T..-rulIiJll gr.sp.d th. mJin IogicJl issu•.

Among r.c.nt discussion, dilf"-ffit w.ys Jh••d hJn b.ffi sugg.st.d. \\.• m.y COIIC."tr.t. 011 in@iduJl, stulf or spirit.
An .tumpt.t gr.or..- pr.cision w.s m.d. by 011. schol..- who .smblish.d th.t@-in. substJllc, w.s n.c.ssJril}' 011',
indi--;sibl. Jlld incommffisur.bl•." H. cOIIclud.d, 'SUbJlanlia, it "PP'JrS, though it might h.n m.Jllt ".,uStffiC.
com.s in pr.ctic. to m.Jll Jll .,ust."t thing Jlld sinc. God is not. sp.ci.s or g"'us, it must m.Jll. Tlp.;n'l <>Voi" , •
sing!. in@iduJlB.ing"'AlIofwhich

" hom in Treatic< ag~in:;t Pr=<x. ,S-lS
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"lablish.s th. 'mym'ry of th. 'ConolllY' (Prax. 2) as a my'I"')' which joins th. thr•• p..-sons of dilf..-.-nl S.quffiC',
aSp"cl and manifhlation. Th. pr.cision of this ,ugg.,tion mU'I, I think, b. r.j.C1.d in fa"our of Sloic ,ub'lanc., th.
,Nlfor spirit which is uniqu. 10 God, und,,-'Iood only through m.-raphor,.

This mor. usdUl approach pays chi. r,sp,cIIO th. conc"p1 of ,ub'lanc. and its dominanl plac. in Chri,tian thwlogy. s·
Ir b.gins from th. 1\'-0 notions of absolur. b.mg and uniqu. 'Nlf, thffi mons 10 th. basic qu.,tion ofth. "';'lffiC' of
God. God has b.ffi hdd 10 b. 6th..- pur. b.ing or b.yond b.mg. Sub'lanc. may b. a cal'gOl)', or may apply 10 all
cal.gori.,. God may b. ,ub'lanc. and y.1 b. hdd 10 b. uniqu. in th. ,am. way as Chri,tian thwlogy b.gins from on.
God. Sub'lanc. withour accid.ms is unthinkabl., bur a ,ub'lanc. can r.",ain whal it is through dilf..-.-nl d.-r..-mination'.
God as ,ub'lanc. can mak. s.-ns. ifth. notion of a Plalonic id.al or a Sloic simpl. sourc. of dilf..-.-nl .-n..-gi.s b.
admitt.d.

A third possibility lak.S 'spirit' nol ',ub'lanc. as th. dominanl notion. T..-rulIian, with his .nthusiasm for proph.cy, mighl
appro,-•. Through th. conc"p1 of inmnlling spirit, s.-ns. can b. mad. of 'God's continuing CHam', rdationship low:l:fds
human p..-sons and of his acm', pr.s.-nc. in J.,us as th. c.-ntral and focal poinl within this rdationship. 'to Chri'l as
inmnlling w,'in. pr.SffiC. is nor di,tinguishabl. from spirit. Fdlowship in th. holy spirit is no mor. s"p:l:fabl. from th.
grac. ofChri'l than it is from th.lon ofGod. Spirit is nol a s.cond w,'in. b.mg who coaisrs with Chri'l nor a s.cond
w,'in. m.dialor bmnffi th. fath..- and his cr.arur.,." God as spirit, it is claim.d, pro,id.s a b.lI..- answ..- 10 fourth
c.-nlury probl.",s than do th. classical accounls of trinity, with th6r l.-nd.-ncy 10 trirh6sm and hi"-:l:fchy. Spirit mak.s
Childrffi of God through r.,urr.ction pow..- which lib..-al.s th. cosmo,. God is for us as on. God who com.s 10 .ach,
in Xapla~a . In th. articulation of Chri,tian np"';ffic. th. conc"p1 of God as spirit is again mor. usdUl than th.
doctrin. of th. trinity. Th. w,'inity ofJ.,us Chri'l is affirm.d 'in th. s.-ns. thaI on. God, th. Cr.alor and Sa'iour Spirit,
r.nal.d himsdf and aCI.d d.ci';"'dy for us in

S' G. C. s".d, DM,,~ wb"tan" (OJ:ford. 19J7), "p.cioll,. 251 SO
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T..-rull:i",,' s achi"Hmem is his use of the calegOfY of rdam'e diSPOSitiOll, in his persislenl COllC..-n with ecOllomy Of
dispensation-j which springs from the need for some way of relating unity ""d pluralily in trinity. The rdatiOll of one 10

three c"" be expressed without qualifying nouns ""d should nol be seen as a lal..- imposition 011 the simple Christi""

faith. The e,,:rly credol formula, tXa&:;, requires plurality in God. SOlI needs f"th..- as f"th..- needs SOlI. The centrality of

Chrisrus \ -iclor poinls 10 "" economy of ,a,-ing hislO!)' which is mirrored in the relam'e dispositiOll off"th..-, SOlI ""d
spirit.

This is ..,'denl from the prologue of the Fourth Gospel through Clemenl ofAlex""dri" 10 Ath""asiu,. The word was
with God ""d was God. \\nen he bec"",e flesh, he r"Holed the gk,,-y of the OIIly-begollen of the f"th..-. \\no..,,-..- ,aw
him, ,aw the f"th..- ""d no OIIe comes 10 the f"th..- exCepl through him. For Clemem, neilh..- is faith without knowledge,
nor the f"th..- without the SOlI. The gl"..,1 God is the perfecl child for the SOlI is in the f"th..- ""d the f"th..- in the SOlI. For
Ath""asius, the incam"tiOll of the word is necessary bec"use, as word of the f"th..-, he olOlle was "ble 10 recr..,le ..n,
,ulf..- for ""d aCI as "",bass"dOf for ..nIO the f"th..- (de inc. 7). Kone but the OIIly-begollen of the f"th..- could leach
humJnkind of the f"th..- ""d destroy idols (d<! inc. 20). The word of God bec"me m"" th"l men mighl become @-ine.
The triumph ofChrisrus \-iclor is proofth"l Chrisl is God, word ""d pow..- of God (de ,nco 5~).-'

The mosl exlen",'e tr..,lmenl of T..-rull:i",,' s use ofper,ona ""d ,ub,lanlia slru,,-oles with the difficulty of assessmenl.

On the OIIe h""d T..-rull:i"" has done more th"" simply introduce new lerm,; 011 the oth..- h""d he has nOl gOo'en
philosophicol dd'tnitions 10 these lerm,. He has gOo'en cOlllours for the use of the new lerm,.

-, Cf 1. Iixtron" Hi,;tair< de,; dogm", "01. I (pui, t91l), '01
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Both ref..- to th. inn..-Iif. ofGod. Per,ona points 10 whal characl..-iz.s and distinguish.s thaI inn..-Iif•. Sub,lanlia
ref..-s 10 whal joins and unifi.s it. ThaI is as far as his sp"culation gOl'S and l.ans us with his accounl ofrdam',
dispositiOll. Per,ona is not a subslanm', thing bur 'th. df.cm" manithration of a distincl b.ing'.-)

Th. dasticity ofper,ona is th. s.cOIId poinl of inl..-.st. It slr.rch.s from a lransitOl)' app.aranc. 10 a subslanm', thing.
From thr•• subslanm·.things (re, ,ub,lanlivae), 011. scholar,looking 10 th. plural re" cOIIclud.d thaI T.millian is
trith6sl-' and anoth..-Ioohd 10 th. adj.cm,. ,ub,lanlivae and claim.d thaI h. is dos. 10 homoo,,",ion.-' Th.
COIIlradiC10l)' ass.ssmffils show thaI p"-SOll and subslanm·.thing cannot b. th. sam•. Per,ona is th. df.cm"
manithration of a distincl b.mg, which purs th. probl.", al 011. rffilOn and illuminal.s th. puzrl•. T.millian oppos.s
,ub,lanlia and per,ona in ord..- 10 find a way bmnffi r.al di-ision and purdy modal distinction. \\lIffi h. wanls 10
pron th. r.alit}' ofword (,ermo) h. thinks of th. rational subslanc. which is di--in. spirit.

Per,ona is nol a m'laphysical word; bur it is join.d in cOIIlrasllo ,ub,lanlia which is m.raphysical. Th. lwo words do
nol han a common scal•. Th. r.alit}' of ,enno is prond from its rational subslanc., whi!. its distincm', b.mg is
indical.d as th. SOlI who is rdal.d 10 fath..- and spirit. \\lIffi h. lalks philosophically, h. us.s 0II10logical cal.gori.s Iih
r<J', ,p<Jci<J', fonna and grad,,",. -, \\lIffi.,,'''- h. wanls to indical. this ffitily in th. blblical r",'datiOll, which is wh..-. h.
finds th. distinction, h. us.s per,ona.--

:-'-Iosl r,cffilly th. prosopographical inl..-pr.ration ofp<Jr,ona has prond hdpful; -, this has b.ffi modifi.d by th. claim
thaI th. 1= com.s from grammarians and indical.s mI., communication and op=.ss 10 oth..-s. Imponanlly it is
insiSl.d thaI per,ona, for

•"),!uch la"', "hol.,,;c th.ologia", will pIa" p<rcor.a among th".
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Tertullian, invo!-',s a combination of indi\1duality and rdationality. -, Li... most controv..-si.s th. discussion has gon.
\UOfIg through asking \\TOfIg qu.stions. Is per,ona a l.gal or a philosophical COflC"pt (as if it must b. 0fI. of th. t\vo)~

Tertullian n.,.',,- ddin.s it in 6th..- W3Y but h. do.s us. it in both W3yS.

Aft..- Tertullian, per,ona has a ragg.d history. )'hrrns \ -ictorinus do.s not us. it in his account of th. trinity. Hilary and
Ambros. t.n us litrl•. En'll Augustin. is bs than lucid on trinitJrian usag•. Th. chid' probl.", is christological not
trinitJrian: how can J.sus, God and man, b. 0fI. p..-SOfl~Leo, in d"p."d."c. on Tertullian, writ.s of'tru. man unit.d to
tru. God ... playing th. ",m. part in th. d.it}, of th. word' -'0 It is daim.d that only in BOl'thius, who impons th.
m.aning of h}po,lG.li, do.s som.thing Ii... a philosophical dd'tnition app.ar. It is th..-d'or. quit. \uong to s••
Tertullian' s per,ona 3S pro,'iding 3 dd'tnition for th. Gr••ks, who rum.d to h}po,lG.li, inst.ad."

\\nat th." did Tertullian achi.,.'.~ H. hand.d 0fI a form of discours., which op.".d th. way to furth..- d",'dopm."t,
and abon all a formula, 'on. substanc. in thr•• p..-sons' -'-' \\-. r.rum to our starting point. Trinity is l.ss th• .,uStffiC.
ofthr•• h.an'll!y b.mgs, than a n.w W3Y ofb.li.,.'ing in 0fI. God. 'God is b.Ii.,.·.d as 0fI. in a n.w W3Y --- by th. son
and th. spirit.' This is th. gospd, 'th. substanc. of th. n.w co,'."ant' which Pr"".as had lost (Prax. 3L 1). Th. thr••
ar. th. obj.ct ofth. ",m. faith and adoratiOfl which is dir.ct.d to on., uniqu. di\-iMy. This Godh.ad is that ofth.
fath..-, f.,.·.al.d in and by th. oth..-s, in so far as th"}' ar. unit.d with th.... ftrst-principl. (Prax. 18.5, 19.5, 22. 11)-')
At cHation, God

-, S.. B. 1. ¥.ilb'ralh D<r hrconb.griffd<r TrinildlOth.",logi. in Ruckji'ag. ,-on }2;rl Rahn<r zu Tmullian:; .ld",rcu::
Pr=.an (In",bruck IgS~), 1"1--)1'. S.. 01,0 A. :'!i1""o, hrcor.a in ,"",Iogia..W. origini d.1 'ignificala di p<rcor.a n~1

ai"ian"ima an/ico P:'pok, IgS~), 61-9J. Whil, T,rtulli"" <lid no' follow. philo,ophicol d,finition (90), h, introduced
'p,oul.ti,·, con"n' (S8-91) lind ,lftc,;,·t!y d,"'min,d I.,., us'g' (91)

'O~',ru, homo ""0 uniru, ,,' d,o ,amd,m gm", in ,..fbi d,i.." p",onam' Ep. 21 ci"d in :'!oing', Sub,,'an/iali'., 612

" Th, I.,., C'pp.doci"" f.th", m.d, u" of S,oic logic in "pl.cingp<rcor.a with h:!po,,'a::i'. Th, fo<mul. 'th", hYpo"'''' ""d
om ousi.' ,mtfg" in th, :.!t!,ti"" "'pl"".tion at th, Synod of .'J,x=<lri. in ,5). It ,nrich,d th, homoousi"" po,ition ""d
pro,id,d • fl,xibility· which th, Old :-:icem pam' lacked. 1 Abfamow,ki, Tnrii,ari"h, und chri"ologi"h, Hypo"."nfo<mt!
TlJi'h, l' (191~), ,S_H

" :'!oing', Sub,,'an/iali'., 61,

":'!oing',l, problim" ,51



could speak ofplurJlity. ?\ow that \n han found his fullness in Christ, the nJllle of God Jlld lo.-d is reduced into one
(r<Jdacwm in un,·on<Jm).

c
CbrislOl°ll:Y

(;)
T",oSalUre,

Besides the distinction bennffi fath..- Jlld son th..-e is the distinction bennffi spirit Jlld flesh, God Jlld mJll in Christ.
:-'-IOlIJ:fchiJlls confuse the distinctions in quite dilf"-ffit ways. For them the word becomes flesh by trJllsfiguration, not by
putting on the clothing of the flesh. This meJllS that a third substJllce is produced which is n6th..- word nor flesh but Jll
JlllJlgJlll. As the work of Christ is und..-stood through opposites, so is his p..-son (Pr=:. 27). In him spirit Jlld flesh
rerJin their opposition. Christ puts on flesh. H..-e H..-ac!irus will gi-.'e way to the lat..- Stoic conc"pt of 'totJl blending'"

Stoics distinguished three dilf"-ffit som ofmixnns. In the first, things w..-e simply juxtaposed with one Jlloth..-. In the
second kind, they w..-e so joined as to dis"PPeJ:f into a third substJllce. The third kind ofmixnn was a totJl blffiding,

wh,n ctnoin sub,,,,,,,,, ""d th,ir quoliti" ot, mutuoll, ,o"ttnd,d throu~ ""d throu~with th, ori~ol sub""",,, ""d
th,ir quoliti" b,;"g !"",,,,',d;,, such • mixtur,; thi, \;ind of mixtur, h, (ChP,-,ippus) 'p,cifi,olI, ,olI, 'bl,nchng'; fOf th,
cop.ci'" to b, "pot.ted .~.m from om ""oth" i, • p,culiori'" ofbl,nd,d sub""",,, ""d thi, only occur, ifth" P''''''''
th,ir own n.tur" in th, mixtur,

The dilf"-ffit mixnns J:fe common conc"ptions which pro,ide dilf"-ffit expressions for juxtaposition, fusion which
destroys Jlld blffiding which pres..-ns the narures which unite" The p..-sistffice of the blffided ConStiruffitS was
prond from the fact that they could be s"pJ:fated 3l1ificially. An oiled sponge, whffi placed in a blend ofwat..- Jlld
wine, will absorb wat..- Jlld lean the wine." Splffidid debate followed from Arcesilaus who desrnbed a s,,'..-ed

" .'J,x=dt< of Aphro<li., On ",ixwr< lI6.I>-lIS.6 (51-7', 2... J; 10ngS,d1" 'SC)

" Stob., .d 1.111, 1-11 (Sr'.", 2.'J1; 10ngS,d1" 'SD)



The illlegrit}' of this conC",,1 was remond by I'osidonius who misunderslood so much and who thoughl thaI the
subslance of a l'J:rticubr thing could undergo change. It is imponanllo remember thaI 'Two l'J:rticul",-s can be. ,
compounded illlo a new unit by 100al mixrure, bur their OValO docs nol change ils qualily as such'"

In the debale with I'r""eas the question of the trinity runs illlo chrislology. 'FOf, con'-;cled on all sides by the distincmess
of the Father and the Son, which we say is Ofdained withour disrurbing the permanence of the union as of the sun and
the beam and of the spring and the ,-;,,'er, they allempllo illlcrp!e1 this distincmess in another way, nolless in accOfdance
with their opinion, so as no less than before 10 distinguish Father and Son in one person, while they say thaI the Son is
the flesh, thaI is the :-'-Ian,lesus, while the Father is the Spirit, thaI is, God, Chrisl' (Prax. 27; E. hans, translation).
Here the mon is 10@1defleshandspiritratherthanloconfusefatherandson. This dilferelll kind ofmonanh,a may
han come from \.alentinus and makes 1\'-0 ofJesus and Chrisl. Yel whal is born of the \ 'irgin is @",e, for iI is the son
of God and was conc';"'ed by the Holy Spirit. Emmanuel is God with us, the wOfd is in the flesh. Bur was the wOfd
made flesh by transformation Of by putting on the f1esh~ Here TcrtuIlian cannOl acc",,1 a simple inlerchange. Spirit is nOl
transfigured inlo flesh for the e1cmal God cannOl change. The logos ne,-er ceased 10 be God. Ifhe had been
transformed by a change of subslance then he would han been ncilher flesh nor spirit bur a third, new subslance.
Tcmillian uses as an illustration the mixing of gold and ,;],'erlo form an amalgam (el<iarom); this is cxacdy whal did nor
h3ppen. Spirit remains spirit and flesh remains flesh. God remains God and man remains man: '\\'e sec a I\\"ofold Slale,
nol confused bur joined in one person, God and man,lesus' (Prax. 27)." There is an identity of essence belween

,- Plu'""ch On GOmmon GOncep'ion:; I01SB-D (longS,dl,y 'SE)

.. Ri", S'ai, philocophy ll~

.. ~id,mu> <luphctm ".tum, non confu,um, std conrunctum in un. pmon" D,um " homin,m 1"um' Thi, formula was "~",,d,d

as • th,ological mir.cl, bY R. C"",al""""" La ai,;'alogia di Tmulliana (F"ibUf~ Ig51j. 1M, who quo'" H"",,,k Tix"ont
.'..1''''''', B",,<I\' Grillm,i" ""d Qu.",n in support ofhi, claim. How,nf, ifth, l.w <!ifous.-ion if st,n in "l.tion to T,rtullian, it i,
,implY' m.tt" of continui,,·



r.~. I·ll

fath... and SOlI. Th. wOfd of the Gospd, 'I and the fath... ",.. 011., is absolut.'" Th. two-narur. fOllllula. ",.••quaIl}'
striking: f1.sh-spirit, wOfd-f1.sh, SOlI ofGod-SOlI ofman, God-man, human standing-di--in. standing, inn... substanc.
out... substanc., substanc. of f1.sh-substanc. of spirit, human substanc.-di--in. substanc., as .ach substanc•. Th.... ",..

t\\"o substanc.s, t\\"ofold quality, t\\"o narur.s"

Th. insistffic. 011 unity (t\\"ofold quality ... cOIIjoin.d in 011. p..-SOll ... f1.sh and spirit can b. in 011.Y' is sustain.d
through a Stoic COllCept of intcrpffi.tmtion ofphysical bodi.s, by which .ach retains its sp.cific qualiti.s and is not
replac.d by a third thing. FOf Tcrtullian, as fOf all Stoics, the phrase 't\\"o in OIl. m.ans the interpenetration of t\\"o
bodi.s, their physical union in 'total blffiding' ,) H. tak.s his \"...sion of t\\"o narur.s from scriprur. (in particul",. Rom.
I.}f. and John. 1.H) and r.j.cts both Gnostic dualism and :>.-I",.ciOl!' s docctism."

(ii)-
A J/odern P05l'C";pl

Tcrtullian' s account is n.c."",.y 10 clarify lat... christological cOlltro,·...sy. Platonism, aft absOfbing Stoicism, was to
playa role in trinity and christology. Th. terms' combination' and 'unconfuscd union'" w app<opriat. to the t\\"o
narures as th.y w.... to the trinity." Hmn.,.... it is not PorphYJY" 'unconfuscd union' ofbody and soul but Proelus'
account of the unity of the id.as in "ous which is influffitial'- Th. COllCept may b. found in Philo, PIut",.ch

.., Ibid..lff.

., Ibid., 9'f 'cuo.,p;ritu, "rmo-<uo. filiu, D.;·iilius homini,. Dtu,_homo. conelio1o hum"".."onelio1o eli,in.. sub"""ti. ;"ttrios_
sub"""ti. "ttrios, sub"""ti. c"";,_sub"""ti. ,p;ritu, sub"""ti. hum"".·sub"""ti. eli,in.. utr.qu. sub"""ti•. Ihm u. <!U••
sub"""ti•• , <!up1" ".tu" <!u•• n.""••'

"'<!up1" ".tu, conrunctu, '" un. pmon. cuo tt ,p;ritu,;" uno ts" possun(

0) ':>!. ptr I.rtulli""o, com. d.1 ""0 ptr ~ "oio1;" g.nm, "<!uo;" uno ts,," • tsptts,;om ttonico ptr dts;gnm 1.
Kp<:i:O'\~ 5\' 6!.wv

comp.mtr'-1iom d.; co<pi, 010. runiom li,;co "condo 1. 'Ibid., 1'8

" <'.i, minimol ochi,,·.m.nt wos '0 fortil\· tho w." .~.m" ""\" monophn;tt ttnd.nc" Ibid. 1%

0' S.. tho u"ful eli,euss;on;" 1. Abfomow,1.i Dr<i Ghri,,'alogi"Gh~ ~·n"r"u,hungm (Btrlin 198 I), 6J-I~, whm tho .uthos
,oJ,;ts ;ssu. with E. 1. Fonin, H. Dom. ""d 1. ?'p;ri

0- ?roclus "pound, tho ctntrol thts;, ofPl.,oni,m th., tho form, u. eli,tin" from om ""othtr n' on.



Jlld abon all in Plotinu,." Plotin", Jllticipal" both th. 'unconfu,.d union' of th. 'inldligibl' Jlld th. d.c;si\'. phra,. of
th. Tom. ofLro 'fOf .ach fOllll do., whal;' Pfop..-IO it'. This Sloic id.a;, la1:.n 0__..- by Porphyry. SyTiJll, th.
I.ach..- of Prochl" unit., th. di-i:n. fOllll' in 'unconfu,.d union' Jlld 'unbmkffi par!ll"-ship'.'" Th. cl.ar"1 ,lal.",.m ;,
in Prochl,,"" how.,,',,-, wh..-. th. fOllll' ar. both ,..,aral. from Jlld inh"-ffil in .ach oth..-, Jlld th. inldligibl., ar. on.
in th. approprial' mann..- which ;, through 'unconfu,.d inl..-pffi.tration'.

D.spit. it, cond=ation by CyTil ofAlnJlldria (analh. 3 Jlld 11), th. 1= 'combination' (O"UV6q>HCX) wa, wid.!y
m.d both in trinilariJll Jlld chrislological di,cmsion. T..-rulIiJll m." \n han "ffi, con,'ungere, cohaerere (, . .
O"UVCXTI,Cil Of €VOCil) Jlld h. c..-rainly do., nol d"'ffid on ?"roplalonism. So h. \\111:., (Prax. 8.6) con,unUae

(of rool Jlld fruit), ,·ndivi.ae (of spring Jlld ro',,-) Jlld cohaerenle' (of>un Jlld ray). Th. p..-,on, of th. trinity ar.
distincl y.1 nol di-ld.d, but coh..-ing log.th..- (Prax. 12.6). So fath..- Jlld ,on ar. on. (unum) (Prax. 22.11), nOl in
singularity but in unity, Iikffi... Jlld conjunction. Fath..-, ,on Jlld spirit coh..-. (Prax. 25.1). Th. mo,1 ,lriking
chrislological ,1aI.",ffil (Prax. 27.11) d."j., confusion Jlld sp.ak, of'duphc.", 'lamm, non confusum ,.d coniuncmm'.

T..-rulIiJll;, th. firsllo m. l.chnicall=S fOf th. trinity Jlld al>o th. firsllo m. a >imilar \'ocabulary in chrislology.'·01
Th. u,ag.;, nol id.ntical fOf in th. trinity th. thr•• p..-,on, han on. 'Ub'IJllC', wh..-.a, in chrislology th. on. p..-,on
has n\"o ,ub'IJllc". How.,,',,-, th. 1=Unoiogy ,ugg.m thaI T..-rulIiJll ,aw a fOllllal >imilarity bmnffi th. n\"o

Pfobl."". It;, al>o imponJllI thaI fOf T..-rulIiJll 'combination' (O"VV6q>E\ex ) ;, und..-slood a, .qui\'alffillo
'unconfu,.d union', fOf Ihi, b.com., th. u,ag. of?""lOriu,D' Basil m., th. ,am••qui\'al.nc. Whffi dd'ffiding th.
,iaN> of th. holy spirit a, do., G.-.gOfy ?\'azianzu> in his fifth thrological Ofation (oral. 31.9).

"'Plotin b,num 01,o do> ":-:ichtzu,wuntngt>chuntt.S,in" dt> Wohrg,nomm,mn b,ri,hung,w,i" d" Fiihighittn auf d,m
:-:i",au d" m,mchhch,n S"l, 01, Aus~"'~'punb ,int> Kompuati,·, urn \'"holtni", irn Bmich dt> G6n1ich,n ,in,ichtig ru
w"h,n' Abf"",ow,1.i ~·r.tercu,hungm6J

'" Abf"",ow,1.i ~'n"rcu,hungm,10

!-Xl Produs, in Par",., '" Opm; ir.£di'''', ,d. \' Cousin (pori" 1%1), 11'

,-01 Abf"",ow,ki ~·n"rcu,hur.gmSi

,." Ibid.. S5



"ow \n come 10 a recenl problem. Concem has been expressed thaI Augustine and Chakedon depend on the
"coplalonic \iew of the hypostatic uMy of soul and bodyln and thaI they a:re therefore ,1llnerable when"coplalonism
is rejecled. Howe\"er, there is no basis for this uncertain!},l'" First, while Augustine's usc of 'unconfused union' goes
back 10 I'orphy,-y's union ofbody and soul, it is not an a:rgument which Augustine uses frequently. Secondly, Augustine

uses '>",confused union' for the triMy where the unity of the VOl)TO: in VOU"') is the rc!C\'ant point. Abon an,
Chakedon (Leo) is dependent on TcrtulIian as wen as on Augustine. There is no ground for taking Augustine's
commendation of the "eoplalonists as a cryptic reference 10 the chrislological usc of 'unconfused union'. There remains
an important dilference bmnen I'orphy,-y and Leo. For I'orphy,-y, the soul can lean the body; for Leo, the 1\\"0

narures cannot be sepa:rated. It is the unconfused unity of intenecrual objects in the "ous which is important for trinity
and chrislology.

All ofwhich adds 10 the interest of TcrtulIianl '" The 'I\\"ofold quality' docs not allow for the subordination ofone
member 10 the other. Rather the unity of God and man in Christ establishes that an that can be said of Christ is said of
one who a.'ed and suffered as we do.1·'" Despite the uM'ersal Greek insistence on an unchangeable God, this extreme
claim persists. And this claim is identical with the I'a:radox for which TcrtulIian is chiefly knO\\ll and which prons, not
the eccentricity, bill the catholicity ofhis thought. It is the cross which decla:res the di--ine economy and which makes the
doctrines of trinity and incarnation essential. \,lmt God did on the cross is the most concise account of the trinityl"-

In E. L Forrin, Th, d.jini/ia fid.i of Ch.uctdon ""d it> philo,ophie.u 'OUfets Studio P.tri,ti" 1, IF SO (B,rlin, Ig5l), ''Iff

1," Abfomow,1,i Fntercu,hungm 10J.

1," Ibid lOS: 'noeh tri"",,,,,,,,, und ,ig,nut:ig'~

1,'" Ibid

1-0- lUng'!. G.h~i",ni', I:;S, 'Gonts Id,ntifu::i'tung mi, d,m 'o"n I,su, impliri,rt tri <li'stm Strin, ,tri, Stlb,tun'meh,idung
Gonts' S.. .u,o IS L ci"d .bo"" eh. " p. ,0" ""d lOJ, 'So is< Gon g".d, tri stin" Iinh,i, d"ifach un'mehi,d,n: im G'g,nub"
yon".w und Sohn .uf,tri""d" b'lOg,n .u, G..s<. Gon bl,ib, im '6d1ieh,n G'g'nUb" <in Gon'



Chapter 7-
Pra~·er and the Bible

..-

Prayer As Combaf

Trinity poinls 10 pray..-, as the cross poinls 10 trinity. Jesus was the will Jlld pow..- of the fath..- Jlld ye!, 10 demonstrale
patiellCe, he submitted 10 the fath..-'s will: '?'Ol my will, but thine be don. (or. ~.5). ConJ:licllies al the heart ofpray..
which is, for T..-rulIiJll, the ChristiJll soldi..-' s sword Jlld shield. His shon work on pray..- concludes with the strife of
opposites. ChristiJll pray..- is a dd'ffi';"·e armour Jlld Jll offffi';"·e \n"POll agJinsl the oppres';"·e, ffiCirCltng hostility of
the d..,il. In pray..-, ChristiJllS slJlld 10 arms und..- the slJlld",-d of Chrisl, their Gffi..-Jl, w:liti:ng for the UUlllpe!IO
sound for resurrection. Angels Jlso pray, because they",-e caughl up in the battle.

Pmy..- is flalurJl. It belongs 10 this world, wh..-e flalure adds h..-Iestimony 10 the tru!h Jlld neith..- God no.- flalurelie,.

Cattle Jlld "ild JnimJls bffid their knees Jlld, whffi they firsl rise from their reSl, they look 10 hea'·ffi with a belk>w or
10"'-. Birds 100, whffi they lean their neSl, mon low",-ds heavffi with wings in the form of a cross Jlld make a sound

thaI seems like pray..-. Our lord, who is the peak of J!I creation, prayed (or. 29A).

Ye! pray..- outstrips this world. The pow..- ofpray..- is a spirituJl pow..- Jlld a spirituJl sacrifice. God rejecled the
multitude of sacrifices - the fal ofmms Jlld the blood ofbulls Jlld goals (Isa. Lll; or. 28.1). The gospel leaches the
true demJllds of a God who is spirit Jlld musl be worshipped in spirit Jlld tru!h. ChristiJll beli..,·..-s ",-e true worshippers

Jlld true priesls, because they pray in the spirit Jlld off..- the spirituJl sacrifice which is accepmble 10 God. Such pray..
comes from a whole heart which is m",-hd by faith, tru!h,
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Io.-d from h.a"en. Th.lo.-d Iaughl th. way ofh.a"ffil}' pray..-, which was mad. in s.cretlo God who saw and h.",d all
things. In th. simplicity offaith, J.sus gaH th. pray..- which is an epilom. ofhis gospd (or. 1.6).

Th. pray..- b.gins as \H call God 'fath..-', acknowl.dging thaI faith is r.w",d.d by th. righllo b. call.d S{)flS ofGod. In
this pray..- \H r.cogniz. th. fath..-, and in calling {)fI th. fath..-, \H call {)fI th. S{)fl who is {)fl' with th. fath..- and
acknowl.dg. our moth..- th. church (or. 2).

Th. hallowing of God's nam. do.s mo.-. good 10 us than it do.s 10 God. It do.s nol m.an thaI \H wish God \Hn in
fac. ofpossibl. sulf..-ing and ..,il which may oppr.ss him. \\1131 happens is our holin.ss. \\". "'. sanctifi.d as \H glorify
God and prep"'. 10 lak. our plac. among th. angds who cry, 'Holy, holy, holy'. \\". ask thaI God's grac. may b.
hallmHd in us who mHn in him and may spr.ad b"'{)fId us 10 all men (or. 3).

\\lIen \H ask thaI God's will b. don. {)fI.arth as in h,,,,'en, \H do nol sugg,sl thaI God's will mighl possibly fail; rath..
\H pray thaI his disciplin. may b. fOnmHd ",,'.,-ywh..-•. \\". ask thaI God may show us th. subslanc. ofhis will and
granl th. abilily 10 do thaI will which is our saJ,'ation. \\". also pray for patienc. as our Io.-d pray.d, "1\01 my will, but
thin. b. don.t' (or. ~A). As \H do his will, his kingdom com.s in us and \H look forw",d 10 th. r",'dation ofhis mi. al
th. c{)flsummation ofth. ag•. Som. f.", th.Iasl days and th. coming ofth. kingdom and pray thaI th. end mighl b.
dday.d;l but th. dday ofth. kingdom m.ans th. protraction of our s1a",,-y. \\". pray in hop. for th. sp••d}' coming of
th. kingdom which will confound all nations and bring joy 10 th. angds (or. 5A).

Aft..- our pray..- c{)flc..-ning h.a"ffil}' things - th. nam., will and kingdom of God - \H pray for .ar!hI}' things and our
daily blud. Yet ",,'en our blud is spirirual, for Chrisl is th. blud oflif., who ,,","s us his body in th. Eucharisl. \\lIen
\H pray for our daily br.ad, \H ask thaI \H may continu. for ""'''- in Chrisl and n..,.',,- b. remoHd from his body (or.
6.2).

Aft..- th. God who ,,","s, \H com. 10 th. God who for,,",'.s, Th..-. is no poinl in b.ing f.d .ach day ihH "'. on our
waylo

1 Th. ","raji,,;, w", • subj.ct of contro,'",,'; ,om. ehri,tian, wanted it, oth", <lid not



d.slruction.' \\lIffi \H ask fOf fOfgi-.·ffi''', \H coof.ss our guilt and show peMffiC. bd'Of. God. Sinc. d.bl and guill
go log.th..., \H cancd d.bls and rffilil whal oth s O\H 10 us. \\-. fOfgi-.·. S"'·ffil}' tim.s S.,.·ffi (or. 7.3). \\-. ask thaI
God will noll.1 us b.l.d inlo IffilPlation, but rath thaI h. will h"p us from th• .,.il on. who;s always trying 10 IffilPl
us (or. 8.1).

So th. Lord's Pray..., in a f.w words, brings log.th... many sayings ofth. proph.-ts, gospds and ..,isu.s and it
discharg.s, simullanwusly, many obligations of our faith and ob.diffiC•. Th. Compl'lffi'SS and p..-f.ction of th. pray...
ar. no surpris. b.caus. it cam. from God who alon. could I.n us th. way in which \H should pray 10 him (or. 9.3).
Aft... lhis pray... \H may add oth... r.qu.sts sinc. our lord knows thaI our n••ds ar. many and lold us 10 ask thaI \H
mighl r.c",,·. (or. 10). Pray... anticipal's th. final union with God. Th. many I.achings of Chrisl poinl our pathway 10
h.a'·ffi. \\-. cannol com. bd'Of. th. allar of God unl.ss \H ar. al p"ac. with our br.thrffi. \\-. cannol approach our
fath ihH ar. angry with our broth.... Th. way ofpray... ;s nol th. way of ang... and th.law was .ruarg.d 10 prohibit
ang and nO! m...dy 10 cond= th. murd which mighl fonow from it (or. 11.3). Pray... musl b. olf....d from a mind
which;s fr•• from all anxi.-ty and musl .", g. from a spirit which;s Iih th. spirit 10 whom it ascffids. Sinful spirit
cannol b. wdcom.d by a holy spirit. A c"Pm·. spirit cannol b. r.c",,·.d by th. God who;s whony fr••. Lih;s
admin.d 10 Iih (or. 12). In pray... \H ar. nol m...dy on th. way, \H ar. ahady with God and ar. ahady Iih him.
FOf all th. combal, p..-f.ction;s n.ar.

(;;)-
Praclia ofPrayer

Aft... nplaining th••SSffiC. ofpray..., T..-rulIian gi-.·.s .qual spac. 10 th. practic. ofpray.... Christians may agr•• on
on. common pray...; but th.y characl..-istically disagr•• on all r.lal.d practic.s: washing, \Haring coalS, sitting,
slanding, shouting, kissing, fasting, H,ling, clothing and th. tim. and plac. ofpray.... ),-Iany practical probl.",s ofpray...
find a solution through .,.·ang.licallhinking.

, Countl." littl. ugum.nt> lih thi, ",·.01 the ugum.n..';'·. 'ophi'tic ll.,·our of I.rtulli""



Th. w~shing ofhJllds bd'Of. pr~y..- w~s ~ \nn-known pr~ctic., y.-t, s~ys T.milliJll, God r.quir.s inn..- spirind
cl.Jlilin.ss, not m..-. outw",d physicol cl.Jlilin.ss. Tru. cl.Jlilin.ss ;s purity from things Ii... fJls.hood, murd..- Jlld
idolatry. Th..-. "'. thos. who m~'" ~ fuss ofw~shing th.;,- hands bd'Of. pr~y..-, ~s som. do, .,.·ffi ifth.y h~n just h~d
~ b~th. T.milliJll innstig~t.d this pr~ctic. Jlld found th~t it w~s ~ mffilOfiJl ofth. slllTffid..- of our lord by Pil~t•. \\-.
do not WJllt to idffitify oursd,·.s with Pil~t. Jlld th..-d'Of. \n should ~,·oid this pr~ctic •. \\-. h~n b.ffi w~sh.donc.
fOf J!l in Christ, Jlld th..-.;s no n••d fOf r"p.-tition oft..- such pm.ct cl'Jllsing (or. 13.2).

Th. J.,.ys w~sh.d th=sd,·.s J!l o\"..- .,....-y d~y but th." "'. n.,.·..- cl.Jll ofth. blood ofth. proph.-ts or ofour lord.
Th." inh..-it th. sins of th.;,- f~th..-s Jlld do not d",. nlis. th.;,- hJllds to God !.st th. proph.-t IsaiJh should dffiOunC.
th=, Jlld Christ, whom th.y kill.d, should shudd..-. \\-. hold out our hJllds bd'Of. God ~s Christ h.1d out his arms on
th. cross (or. H).

Oth..- pr~ctic.s, which our lord did not COllllllJlld, m~y ",so b. r.j.ct.d ~s sup..-stitions. Th..-.;s no n••d to tJk. off
our co~ts ~s p~gJllS do Whffi th.y com. bd'Of. th.;,- idols. P~u1 do.s t.n us (d. 1 Cor. 1L3f.) how \n should b.
dr.ss.d fOf pr~y..-, but th..-.;s no mffition ofr=,ing co~ts, unl.ss, of cours., \n think th~t P~u1ldt his co~t bdlind
with Carpus b.c~us. h. h~d b.ffi pr~}ing (2 Tim. ~.13). God h~d no troubl. in h• ...-ing th. saints in th. fi"')' fum~c.

JIthough th." w..-. \n...-ing th.;,- trous..-s Jlld th.;,- rurbJlls (OJll. 3.21; or. 15).

Simil"rly th..-.;s no r."son fOf sitting do\", Whffi pr"y..-;s ftnish.d (or. 16), nor do \n n••d to lift our hJllds too high
but filth..- to rais. th= with mod.st}, Jlld r.straint. Th. publicJll who pr~y.d in humility w~s mor. justifi.d thJll th.
Ph",-is•• who pr"y.d with prid•. 1\or should \n rais. our ,·oic.s sinc. \n could n.,.·..- mJk. """ugh nois. to r."ch
God. God looks on th. h.J:rt Jlld listffis to th. h.J:rt. H. do.s not d"pffid on physicol sound or .Is. JonJh's pr"y..
could n.,.·..- hJ.n r."ch.d him from th. bdly of" whol. in th. d"pths ofth. s,,,. 1\oisy pr"y..-;s nothing mor. thJll nois.
polhnion, ~ nuisJllc, to our n6ghbour (or. 17.5).

Anoth..- strJllg. custom hJ.s spr."d widdy. Thos. who "'. f"sting do not off..- th. kiss of1>""C' oft..- th." hJ.n pr~y.d

tog.th..-



with their brethr.". Yel th..-e ;s no lllOfe appropriale occasion fOf peace, and p.-ay..- ;s incomplele without it. \\.chan
be." laughllo fasl secretly, but the secrCl;s disclosed ifwe do nOl share the kis •. Howe,.-..-, it;s p..-fectly p.-op..-IO

abslain from the kiss wh." eV"i')'on,,;s obsCf'-ing a fasl (or. 18.6).

Th..-e arc p.-oblcms 0""- 'slanding 10 arms' (.Ial'on".y Of half-fasls which."d al 3.0 p.m. Some claim thaI the
sacrificial p.-ay..-s and reception of the Eucharist' will inlerrupl their guard-duty. On the contrary, such duty will be all
the lllOfe solemn fOf those who han slood al the allar of God. Any soldi..- knows thaI he must sland 10 arms, wheth..
he feds cheerful Of mis..-able, and we arc God's soldi..-s (nam el militia dci sumus') (or. 19.3). The dress ofwom.", as
the apostles laughl, should always be modesl (or. 20.1). Th..-e;s exl."sj,'e (or. 21f.) discussion of the niling ohirgins
and the p.-ec;se leaching of scriprure on this poinl. Th..-e ;s confusion ofp.-actice; but T..-rulIian insisls thaI the nil must

be wom by those who arc betrothed.

Kneeling;s also a mall..- of Christian controv..-sy, since th..-e arc some who refuse 10 kneel on the Christian Sabbath.

This disagrecm"'l should be sOl1ed out and those who will nOl gi\'e way should a,'oid olf."ding oth..-•. F Of T..-rulIian,
nol only kneeling, but also ev..-y 'position of solicitude';s 10 be aq,ided on the day of our lo.-d's resurrection; similarly al

P."lecosl we should sland in exuhation. YCI "'''-y day we should kneel bcfOfe God, especially al our firsl p.-ay..- and al
fasls. The one thing thaI has nol be." regulaled;s the time ofp.-ay..-, since we han be." lold 10 p.-ay al "'''-y time and
place (Eph. 6.18; I Thess. 5.17; I Tim. 2.8). Can we p.-ay in "'''-y place wh." we arc nOllo p.-ay in public~ H..-e we
may follow the example of the apostles who p.-ayed in gaol (Am 16.25) and Paul who gan thanks 10 God on a ship
(Am 27.35; or. 2~).

Times ofp.-ay..- may also be consid..-ed. The third, sixth and ninth hours w..-e dearly imponanl times ofp.-ay..- fOf the
apostles and we should p.-ay nolless than three times a day, because \n p.-ay

) I,rtullim u", thi, word hm md "GOr.) mdpra.ca.)5

, H, 'p',",' ofth, Iuchuist os ',.crificium' (or 19; <utI. 2.1), 'p.m, " colix' (.\farG H), 'con,i,ium dominicum' (ta. H), 'con,i,ium
d" (ta 1.9), 'co,n. d" (cp.". lJ) md ',oll,mni.' (rUg. U; an. 9)



10 the trinity offath..-, SOlI Jlld spirit_ \\-e should pray whffi day dawns Jlld whffi nighl fJlls_ \\-e should pray bd'Ofe \n
eal Jlld bd'Ofe \n han a bath, since spirituJl rdl-eslunffillahs priority ov..- the flesh (or_ 25)_ \\-e should wdcome
Jlld far"nn a broth..- who \1sits our home with pray..- (or_ 26)_ Those who add 10 their pray..-s the 'HJIldujah' Jlld
respOll';'-e Psahns are 10 be commffided_ For "'-..-y practice is good which brings 10 God great..- honour Jlld rich..
pray..- (or_ 27)_

T..-rulliJll' s thwlogy ofpray..- is built from "'-..-y part of the bible Jlld rdlects his und..-stJllding of Jll ecOllomy of
saJ,-ation which finds its cOllsummation in Christ_ The Lord's Pray..- sums up pray..- as Christ sums up the course of
saJ,-ation_ The ChristiJll who prays is still a pilgrim, Jlld pray..- rdlects his conflicts Jlld Jllticipates his ffid in finJl peace
with God_ So th..-e is combat Jlld completion .,,-..-ywh..-e_ The new pray..- both sums up Jlld corrects the Law Jlld the
Prophets_ In calling God 'fath..-' we recognize the SOlI who has made us SOlIS ofGod_ \\nffi we halk>w the name of
God, it is our holiness which is at stake_ \\nffi \n pray fOf the coming of the kingdom, \n are cOllc..-ned with our
obediffice, with his kingdom in us, Jlld we already Jllticipate the kingdom which is 10 come_ \\nffi we pray fOf bread 10
eat from day to day, we are chidly cOllc..-ned with Christ our hea'-en!}' bread_ As we beg fOf,,",-ffiess, we oursej,-es
fOf,,",-e oth..-s_ \\-e both ask not 10 be tempted, yet expect temptation Jlld ask fOf deu.-..-Jllce from ."il_

Th..-d'Ofe T..-rulliJll' s treatise 011 pray..- rdlects the CffitrJl themes ofhis thwlogy (strife ofopposites Jlld perfection in
Christ) Jlld off..-s the clearest window 011 his world_ \\1lile he does not apply these two principles mechanicJlly to each
subject 011 which he writes, his ChristiJll soldi..- finds thought-provoking paradox Jlld perfection at ev..-y point_

Since \n are able 10 dig so deep inlo T..-rulliJll' s mind in his shoo work 011 the pray..- which sums up the gospd, it is
USdUlIO compare his ideas with cOlltemplam-e ChristiJll spirituality_ In the traditiOll ofAlexJlldria, pray..- is cOllc..-ned
not with conflict, but with knowledge Jlld mysticJl ffitry inlo God_ Despite similar ideas, JIl dra\\ll from a commOll
blblicJl source, Clemffit's account ofpray..- is philosophicJl, while that of T..-rulliJll is practicJl_ Pray..-



is th. intimal. rdation of th. b.li.,.',,- who prays with th. firsl principl. of th. UlJi,',,-s', th. form of th. Good, who is th.
son of God and th. fath..- who is b.yond. Cl=~lI's slal.d inlffition in Siromme" 7 is 10 pron 10 philosoph..-s th.
sup..-ior pi~' of th. 'ath,;sl' Christians whom th.y p..-s.cur. (,Irom. 7.1.1), nol by piling up Inls bur by thinking
through th. id.as of scripnn (,Irom. 7.L1).

Cl=ffil sll.ss.s 1\'-0 things: pray..- as th. growing knowl.dg. of God and pray..- as ffilly inlo a @"", spiritual world.
Cl=ffil'S accounl ofpray..- as ffil..-ing inlo God' is I.ss r.sllain.d than Origffi'S, partly b.caus. it is a d.r.nc. againsl
philosoph..-s and a comp.m;.." alr..-nam" 10 Gnosticism. How.,.',,-, th. lIadition is th. sam. and th. contrast with
T..-rullian is cl.ar. T..-rullian looks 10 funn fulfihnffil in th. coming ofGod's r6gn on .arth. CI=ffil and Origffi look 10
pr'Sffil ffijoymffil of th. ,ision of God, 10 Iif. as continual con"..-sation with God who, for all his unsp"akabl.
lIanscffid.nc., is knmm dtr.c!ly.

y~ th. contrast is nol final. T..-rullian's firsl p.-tition is thaI God's will b. don. in us who ar. both h.a"ffi and.arth (or.
~O) and his final rdl.ction is thaI \n must b.lih th. God 10 whom \n pray (or. 12), fr•• from mffilal confusion as
God is fr••. For God, who is a holy, joyful and fr•• spirit cannot r.c';"', a spirit which is polhll.d, sad and capm'" As
Cl=ffil insisl.d,lik. wdcom.s Iik•. '"1\0 on. r.c';"',s his opposit.; no on. granls an audiffic, 10 anyon. who is un1ik.
him (nffilO am',,-sarium r.cipir, nffilO nisi compar= suum adminil)' (or. 12).'

B-
Readiu2 (be Bible

T..-rullian's us. ofth. bibl. is .,.idffil in """-y pari of his work and would r.quit. many books for ad.qual. lI.almffil. It
is aSlounding thaI h. and Cl=ffil had such a wid. grasp of such a n.w blbl•. His gffi..-aI principb ar. go\"..-n.d by th.
summing-up of all things in Chrisl and ar. cl.ar from his short work againsl th. J.ws (Jud).

, Th.....·0 tr.dition> will ;'nm.et .. 1.", point>. for ."""pl. in Augu,tin•. :-:othing could b. dost, to .'J.x=<lrin. Pl..oni,m th""
the \';,;on of O,tio; but :'!onioo oc\;no,,1.dgt> T.rtulli",,', om f.Of th.. Christ mi~ht notf"ognU' ht< .. the .nd ofth••g. ""d
,oist ht< up (wr/9.1 US). ""d the "or,,- dost,. os in T.rtulli"". with .pocol,,-ptic hop. for the tt.moll.ru,ol.m (wr/9.lJ. JJ)



Fulfihnem of prophecy distinguishes between ref..-ences to the fir,t Jlld second coming of Christ. Typology ,mdies the
hidden meJning of the Old Test.ment infigurae Jlld ,acramenla, whose secret, ..-e renoled to those bJPtized into the
d.,th of Christ. AlIegOfy i, needed to trJllsform the militJf)' messiJh of the Jew, into the reJlity ofJesus Chri,t.
TcrtulIiJll gi.'e, • ChristiJll ,'..-sion of the JIIegoricol method employed by interpret..-s of Hom..-. Christ i, pre,ent in the
Old TestJlllent wh..-e he renols reJlity through the event, ofhistO!)" institution, of the L.w Jlld the wOfd of the
prophet'; .,.C!)-thing point, to him Jlld only through him CJll it be und..-,tood.-

TcrtulIiJll present', extens;,'dy in hi, wOfk .gJinst ),-!..-cion, hi, furth..- d,,'dopment of ChristiJll exegesi, in which four
mon, ..-e .,1dent: concentr.tion, ebbofJtion, unccrrJin ',cto!)' Jlld Jll Jlien text. The weJlth of ,criprure i,
concentr.ted in the rule offJith which i, reciprocJlly dependent on ,criprure. It i, ebbofJted in JII the detJil ofprophetic
prediction Jlld fulfihnem. It i, ex.gg..-.ted in. lit..-Jlism which cbim, th.t nothing CJll be disc..-ded Jlld insecurely
reconciles "'c!)' pJrt of ,criprure with the rule. FinJlly th..-e i, Jll irreducible 'trJllgene" in ,criprure.

(i)-
Concentralion in AllIilhe,i.

The unity of the biblicol me".ge must be concentr.ted by joining Jlltitheses Jlld gr.sping the ,ub,tJllce of the fJith.
Exegesi, must be criticol Jlld "'Jllgelicol. Proof-text, ..-e not to be pro"ded for JII the detJil, of dJil}' life (,peCl. 3.1)
nor for fund.memol question, like Athen, Jlld Jcru,olcm' ),-!..-cion .dded, to hi, one Gospel, hi, . inlilh",e, which
pro,1ded. rule for interpret.tion Jlld which determined the content of his Gospel, which TcrtulIiJll cJII, 'The Gospel
.ccording to the Antitheses (.Ilan. ~ .1.1). ),-!..-cion i, "' criticol Jlld "'Jllgelicol "' TcrtulIiJll, but uses • dilf..-ent
"'Jllgelicol criterion; th.t i, wh.t the deb.te i, .bout. TcrtulIiJll Jll'W"-' with his own Jlltitheses which distinguish but do
not di-'ide the

A. \'ici""o, Principio, d, h,rm,neutic. bibhc. ,n tl tr...do 'Ad"mm Iud..o,' d, I ,rtulli""o, Bib/ia y Hennoneutica
(pWlplono, l>S~), 6J1---"

, S...bo", ch. J, p n fofth, ftm.n.:..bl, omi"ion of Col. 2.9--10 which I ,rtulli"" do" not citt but pr",n" in "',nd,d
ugum,nt



dispensatiOlI of the crealo.- from thaI of Christ. Bmnen dispensations, th..-e ;s a dilf..-ence in language, ethical Pfec"pls
and law; bUl all the di\'..-sity;s o.-d..-ed and arranged by OlIe God who fo.-elOld whal changes would come.

His law would go oul of lion and his wo.-d from Jerusalem. This new law of the gospel and new wo.-d of the apostles
would bring peace 011 earth and lighllo the nations. It would perfecl and abb.-..,lale the old law inlo a new and spiritual
covenant. This antithesis ;s nO! accidenlal bUl essential 10 the crealo.- who;s 'always al ,'ariance with himself. The
inhabitanls of POllNS' han nol been able 10 realize thaI the world ;s made of dilf..-enl and conflicting subslances. 'BUl

judgemenl;s already ~'en and thaI by manifesl Pfoofs, thaI he whose wo.-ks and ways a:re cOlIsislently antithetical, has
also his mysleries of r",'datiOll cOlIsislently of thaI same pallern' (.\!an. ~. L 11). This ;s the cOlIc;se answ..- 10

:-'-la:rcion's . inrirh",e,.

In ,ho". from omong the .po,tlt> the f..th i, introduced to us bY John ."d bY :.!.tth.w whil. from omong .po"olic m.n
tuh ."d :'!ofi; gr..• it ftntwol (all ofth.m) b.ginning with the ,om. rule off",th which ft1.", to the Ont onlv God. the ct."Of
."d to hi, ehn". born of. ,irgin. the fulfilm.nt ofth. 1.w ."d the proph.t>

?\exl comes the splendid critical claim: 'It does nol mall..- thai the arrangemenl of their narram'e ,'aries, Pfo'ided it
agrees with the subslance of the faith' (dummodo de capite fidei cOll,'enial') (.\!an. ~ .2.2). This ;s sufficienllo discredit
:-'-la:rcion', allernam'e Gospel and T..-rulIian could han slopped h..-e; bUl he Pfef..-s to seek oul and destroy :-'-la:rcion
011 all fronls and 10 slale his own case as strongly as possible. All ofwhich ;s no surprise 10 his read..-,.

The cOllsislenl mysleries of the crealo.- coincide with the essence of the ?\ew Teslamenl faith. T..-rulIian a:rgues from the
essence of the ?\ew Teslamenl ,,'hich igno.-es dilf..-ences ofnarram'e delail. As an apologisl he needs dea:r answ..-s.
The ?\ew Teslament leaches creation by a good crealo.- whose goodness is n..,',,- unjust. Th..-e ;s cOlltinuity bmnen
Old and ?\ew Teslamenls which len of the same God', action al dilf..-enl tim... His central claim thai th..-e is antithesis

in God needs more daboratiOlllo exclude all thai

; Dt>pi" th.ir ,-io1.nt diifmnct>. I .rtu11ian i, hm ,,,,c.,tic. Cf .\farG 1.1



(ii)
Elaboration

God', primiIi\', UlJi,'..-,Jllaw pour, out ffidl." Conlffil' which "'. continuous with th. cr.al<,,-. It cov..-, all spac. and
tim., n.",,- di,c",ding old born., and old cloth.s. Th. old i, rd'orm.d, ffil",g.d and imprond, but nol r.j.C1.d.
T.millian', "'gumffil againsl th. J."ys i, simil", 10 thaI which h. ha' dir.cl.d againsl :>-!",cion conc..-ning th. Old
T.slamffil, with a furrh..- claim thaI God', UlJi,'..-,Jllaw pr.c.d., a, \nn a, consummal., th. Law of:>-!os.,. B.caus.
God i, th. cr.alor and rul..- ofth. UlJi,',,-" and all mankind, h. gan a primiIi\", UlJi,'..-,Jllaw. This law conlain.d all th.
lal..- pr,c"pI', wa, unwrillffi and wa, habirually und,,-'Iood and k"p1 by mankind until th. disobdiffic, ofAdam and
En (Jud. 2.7).

Th. :>-!o,aic law which fonmnd wa, in no 'ffi" finJl but poim.d furrh..- inlo th. fun,,"" (Jud. 3.3). Circumcision wa, a
sign 10 a ,rubbom pl'opl. thaI a furor. obdi.m pl'opl. would find spiriruJl ,a),'ation (Jud. 3.7). Th. ,abbath command
wa, IffilPOIa:ry and 1i1:. all law and c..-=y pr.dimd a spiriruJl fulfihnffil (Jud. 6.1).

In contrasl, th. finalily of Chrisl" UlJi,'..-,JI kingdom i, .,idffillO all. 'But Chrisl" nam. i, b.mg nlffid.d ",'.,-ywh..-.,
b.Ii.,,·.d ",'.,-ywh..-., worsJUpp.d by all th. nation, whom \n han Iisl.d abon,'" ruling a, ,0,'..-6gn ",'.,-ywh..-.,
",..",-h..-. ador.d, ... You will nol h.silal. 10 b.Ii.", whal \n d.cl",., sinc. you , •• iI h"PPffiing' (Jud. 7.5).

Th. dal. of ChrisI" coming wa, for'lold by Danid (Dan. 9.2~-7;Jud. 8.1). Th. sign ofhis birth and aClS ofpow..
w..-. proph.si.d by I,aiah (I,a. 7.13-15). Tho,. who d.ny th. ,-;,-gin birth "'. prond \uong by ii, d.signation a, a
'la:rtIing sign. Th. birth of a child 10 a young Wornffi would nol in ilsdfb. a strang. portffil ,inc. young Wornffi "'.
producing Childrffi all th. tim. (Jud. 9.8). Th..-. w..-. many proph.ci., of th. cross and of th. calling of th. Gffitil.,
(Jud. 10-13). \\ny did th. J.w, miss all ofrhi,~ Th.y did nOl , •• th. n,-ofold ch",acl..-, (hab,tw) of ChrisI, nor hi,
nvo

1-0 Tho" h",d;" Act> 2.91'. plus l,w" G.,tuli""" :'!oo", Sp.ruMd', G.ub. Brito"" Swn.ti""" D.ci""" G,rm.", ."d
S"vthi.",
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In th. '}llagog'," of Cap..-naum, Chrisl d.cL....s his fulfihn~lI of th. anc;ffil ptoph.I', off..-s his bf.ad 10 th. Childrffi
bd'Of. h. pass.s it 10 th. dogs and ""pds a dffilOll who acknowl.dg.s him as th. Chrisl ofth. cr.alOf (.\!arc. ~.7).

Oth..- dffilOllS confirm this judg..-nffil and Chrisl;s manhandl.d by th. crowd in a way which could nol han h"PPffi.d
ifh. lachd a r.al body (.lfarc. ~X3f) Th. calling offish..-s ofmffi poinls back 10 J..-ffiliah. Th. cl.ansing of th.
1..,...- poinls back 10 Elisha and 10 Chrisl" cl.ansing th. nations of S",'ffi d.adly sin, idolatry, blasph..-ny, murd..-,
adult"')', fornication, fals.-wim." and fraud (.\!arc. ~ .9). Th. h.aling of th. paralytic poinls back 10 I,aiah 35.3 and th.
fOfgi.'ffi'" of sins 10 Isaiah 1.18. Th. sdf-chosffi till. 'SOfl ofman' impli.s th. humanity ofJ.,us (.\!arc. ~ .10.6).

But how should \n und..-'Iand n.w ,,-in. and old ,,-in.skin" n.w palch.s 0fI old cloth.,~ Surdy, h..-. :>.-Iarcion is righl.
,",0, ,ays T.nullian and off..-s an intriguing argutnffil. ,",0 0fI. can put n.w ,,-in. inlo old skins ifh. oo..s nol PO"'" th.
old skins nor a n.w palch 0fI an old g=ffil ifh. oo..s nol 0\'" an old g=ffil. In s"parating n.w gospd from old law,
Chrisl mad. it cl.ar thaI both bdOflg.d 10 him.

S'p"".tion i, po"ibl, bee.u" thin~, "'" join'd tog,th,~ ind"d th,i< conjunction i, it> ,ouret So h, m.d, it ploin thot th,
thin~, h, wos "p"".ting h.d onet b"n in uni,,· os th,Y would hoy, continu,d to b, ifh, wm not "p"".ting th'm. In thot
"m, w, .dmit thi, "p"".tion. h w.y of ftfonn.tion. ,n1""g,m,nt. ptogr'''. os fruit i, "p""."d from ,,,d, ,inet fruit com"
out of ",d. So 01'0 th, go'ptl i, "p""ottd from th, l.w bee.u" it i, .., .d,·..,et from out ofth, l.w ..,other thing th.., th,
l.w oIthough not 'om'thing for'ign. ditfmnt but not oppo'i" (,hmum "d non controrium). (.\fare '.Il.II)

All ofwhich d"pffids 0fI how much you can lak. from a parabl., and whal you can inf..- from Chrisl's us. ofparabl.,.
JUSI as you can pton a sp.ak..-', nationality from his us. Off0f6gn idiom, so you can pton thaI Chrisl's nam', sp".ch
ofparabl.ltnks him with th. P,ahnisl (p,. 78.2).

All th. Old T.slamffil altusions which r.",ain in :>.-Iarcion's Gospd as \nn as B.atilud.s and S..-mon poinl th. ,am.
way 10 th. Old T.,Iamffil conn.ction (.\!arc. 4.13-17). Th. In lahoni. is handl.d cardU!l}'. Originany it aCl.d as a
d.l..-rffil fOf thos. who



did nol fe...- the relJliation ofGod. The inlention of the law was r.noled Jlld made inlelligible when Chrisl commJllded
the ruming of the oth..- cheek. This commJlld extinguishes more drecm·e1y J!I reprisols of Jll injury by forgetting \uong
Jlld lea,-ing \·engeJllce 10 God. It responds with Jll opposite, which;s T..-rul1iJll' sway (.\!an. ~ .16A-7). \\nen you
IU:m the oth..- cheek, you ...-e acting our a p...-adigm of Chrisl' s recopiN1ation which hoth ob.ys Jlld correcls the old
coyenJllI. In J!I cases T..-rul1iJll ...-gues thaI the law ;s exlended Jlld d.nlop.-d, yel al the sJIlle time expressed more
conc;sely by Chrisl (.\!arc. ~ .16.17). The cenrurion's fJilh which;s greal..- thJll thaI of Israel poinls 10 the exislence
rath..- thJll absence of Israd' s fJilh (.\!an. ~ .18.1).

The question of ChrisI, '\\1Io;s my moth..- Jlld who...-e my broth..-s'" shows thaI th..-e w..-e p..-sons who had been

identified in this way Jlld thaI Chrisl was indignJllI thaI th.y had been kepI ourside while oth..-s had been admitted.
\\nen he .n""ged his fJllJily 10 include J!I who belie"..d, he simply IrJllsialed the blood-relationship 10 rhose who w..-e
more ne...-ly relaled 10 him by fJilh; Jlld indeed th..-e was no doubl as 10 the priority ofGod's word 0'·"- family. Yel J!I
this ...-gumenl;s IoSI if :>.-I...-cion' s deniol of Chrisl' s e...-thly birth;s d.-m·ed from the initiol question (.\!arc. 4.19.12f) The
complexity displays T..-rul1iJll' s gen..-ol principle: thaI :>.-I...-cion lifts words our of conlexl, denying the coh..-enl conlexl

which defines their sense Jlld the dispensation" which;s abbr.,'aled in them.

The recurring theme of@-ine disgrace ;s Jlloth..- exJmPle of the sJIlle moy•. Th..-e is nothing in :>.-I...-cion's Chrisl of

which one mighl be ashamed since he shows none of the indignities ofincamation. ?"or would Jlly bur the jealous God
of the Old TeslJIllenl deny rhose who had been ashJllled ofhim (.\!an. ~.2L1 0).

The p...-abl.-s of losI she.., Jlld IoSI coin show thaI @-ine 10".. which was of firsl imporrJllce 10 ),-I...-cion. How.,·..-, they
only mah sense iflosl humanity belonged 10 the seeking God. You cannollose whal has n.,·..- belonged 10 you Jlld
you cannol rejoice in finding whal you n.,·..-losl (.\!an. ~ .32.2).



In this second aspecl of Tenullian' s exegesis, the rem...-kable thing is the logical dtrecmess ofhis ...-gumelll. He does nOl

merdy quole lexls and precedellls; he tries 10 show how isolation of a lexl from its conlexl is as falallo underslanding
as is the neglecl of its own logic.

(iii)-
r;"cenai" Victory'

Together with all his ...-gumenl, Tenullian indulges in rampanllileralism and exuberanl polemic. His exegesis fails 10
con'-ince when he defends theleller of the Old Teslamenl againsl :-'-l...-cion. This is as much a mailer ofhis bondage 10
the sacred leller" as ofhis exuberanl polemic. For his polemic required thaI he denounce heretics when they enl...-ge or
diminish the lexl of scriprure (praeJcr. 17.1). He denies heretics the use of scriprure which does nol bdong 10 them
(praeJcr. 15A); ...-gumenl with them about scriprure UPSelS the slomach or the brain (praeJcr. 16.2) and is a wasle of
speech (praeJcr. 17.3). Argumenl musl nol be based on scriprure, where ';CIOl)' will either be imposSIble or uncertain
(aut nulla aut incerta) (praeJcr. 19.1). Yel he could nol be conlenl with a critical inlerp!e1ation of scriprure according
10 the rule offailh; for he had 10 show thaI scriprure did nol conlain anything which contradicled the rule and thaI
scriprure should nol contradicl itsdf. For this reason he engaged in the kind of ...-gumenl which he knew he could nol
,,1:11.

If anything could pron :-'-l...-cion righl it would be the incidenl ofHsha and the be...-s (2 Kings 2.2~), where 1\'-0 she
be...-s demonstraled affirmam·e action and de'-oured forly-I\,-o boys because they commenled deri';'·e!}' on the
prophds bald head. )'-l...-cion sels in antithesis the Ion of Chrisl for litt1e children, whom he chose as a p...-adigm for
entry 10 his kingdom, and this specracul...- animal orgy - the be...-s musl han been '-e!)' hungryl Tenullian (.Ilan.
~ .23.5) claims the antithesis 10 be in,·aIid, ..,·en shamdess, since it fails 10 distinguish bmnen litt1e children (par'v"ul,)
and boys (pu<m). The former belong 10 the age of innocence, while the bller were capable of judgemenl and mocke!)',
e,,-en blasphemy. A juSI



God could nO! sp",e disrespectful boy" but demJllded honour fOf their eld..-. Yel in hi, kindne.. 10 children God had
,p",ed the mim,,,'e, in Egypl, a, he lal..- iliowed the kindne.. of ChrisI 10 little one'.

Jewish legend" claims thaI Elisha's healing of the wal..-s of J..-icho caused JIlg..- JlllOllg those who made their Ii--ing by

selling good wal..-. Elisha cursed them, a fOfe'l sprJllg up JIld be",s de"-oured the murmuring trad..-,. Elisha was
punished fOf his passion by a >ickne". ACCOfding 10 the HaggadJh, Elisha's mock..-s w..-e nol boys but adults who
'behand like silly boy>'. The lead..-s of J..-icho w..-e olso 10 blame, because if they had accompJnied Elisha, no one

would han d"'ed 10 in,ult him. Th..-e;s little 10 choose belween the n,-o accounl'; both 'acrifice di--ine mo.-aliI}' 10
secure the 'acred lexl.

The spoiling of the EgyptiJlls by the Heb.-ews pro"ohd JIloth..- objection of :-'-I",cion agJinsl their God. TmulliJll
claims thaI it binds the Heb.-ews 10 the Chrisl who Iaughl thaI the labour..- was wOflhy ofhis hire (.lfan. ~.2~.5).

TmulliJll' s exlended explanation (.lfan. 2.20), like thaI of Philo," ;s initially reasonable. \\nen we judge belween the
n,-o nations, we see thaI God was entirely fair. The Heb.-ews w..-e owed ffiOfIllOUS al-re",s ofpay because of their

>la""')', the bricks they had made JIld the houses JIld polaces they had buill. TmulliJll acknowledges hi, Jewish source.
'Today, in spile of the :-'-I",cionile" the Heb.-ews put fOfw",d a furth..- claim. They ,ay thaI how",'..-I",ge the amounl of

thaI gold JIld sij,',,-, it ;s nO! adequale fOf c<>lllpellsation, if the labour of >ix hundred thou'JIld men through all those
ye",s;s priced al a penny a day each' (.\!an. 2.20.3).

Exub"-JIlI polemic lakes 0'-"-. Th..-e w..-e mo.-e EgyptiJlls Ii--ing in houses buill by Israelites thJll th..-e w..-e EgyptiJlls
who had 10,1 their sij,',,-. \\llich;, greal..-, the loss of the EgyptiJlls Of the gJin of the Israelite,~ \\nal would happen if
the Heb.-ews b.-oughl a legol action agJinsl the EgyptiJlls fOf injury in >la""')'~ If the ,c",-red iliould..-s of the Israelites
w..-e displayed in court, they would be grJllled the whole of the rich men's prop..-ty, augmenled

" Salah '6b--l1 •. S.. L Ginzbtf~ T/;~ logor.de: of'};~ J~,. J '-01>. (Phil.d'lphio, lW'i--iS). "01. r; ,.0
".lfo'. Ul.l'lf



by the contributions of the resl of the population, !fthe Hebrews had such a strong case, then the crealor had an equally
strong case,'- He lold his people 10 lake less than was their due; their male children should also han been rffilmed,

So we may sec in Tcrrullian both critical and bibhc;sl strains, Critically he identifies the central meaning and a:rgues for
continuity al every poinl, YCI r.,'erence for the whole lexl cJm'es him 10 bibhc;sl hyperbole, in polemical exuberance,

(i.)
Alien Text

Tcrrullian' s sens;m'e usc of the bible, dClcrmined by his dilferenl am'ersa:ries and a:reas of ConfliCl, has amacled a ca:rdUl
slUdy," which noles the strangeness of scriplUre, )'-Ia:rcion found an alien god in the gospel, while Tcrrullian finds an alien
lexl in the bible, Bibhcallanguage;s dilferenl Tcrrullian explains the special meaning of such words as ,oph,a, ,ermo,
moech,'a, !om,'cat"o, caro, ,angui" cor, adprNiatw andproblemata and shows thaI ccrlain words han special
meanings, Bibhcal imagery;s also dilferenl: Tcrrullian;s sensM'e 10 the blbhcal imagery ofwaler, clothing, we"ponry and
athletics, Finally, bibhcal exegesis;s dilferenl: for example, Tcrrullian explains the prophetic presenllense which poinls 10
fumre .,'enls as already realized,

Of collfse there ;s some continuity bmnen blbhcal and classical ways of inlcrprClation, otherwise each would han
remained unimelligible 10 the other, Tcrrullian echoes the classical theme of 'progress' in language, song, medicine, sea
,'oyaging and clothing, as found in Lucretius and \ -irgil, and finds pa:rallds for classical presentations such as )'-Ierc\ll)',
Asdcpius and ),·line1ya (cor, 8,2-5)," He uses ahnosl .,'cry rhelorical skill and persislemly practises litera:ry analysis,
especially in the '1\"'0 Teslamenl where J.,,-jsh exegesis;s ofno help,

,- A~.m, it i, !hi, bnd of uguIYl.nl, ,",h,,!han any l.~oll.rminolo~' which su~g"I' I .rtullian', l.~ol offini,,'

" I, ?, O~!.n.y Tmullian arJ ,hI tiN, p:ijrn.g.n and Uttecht 1%1). whm it i, rightly ;",isttd !hat many "olum" would b.
n"d.d to CO"" I .rtullian', us< of!h. bible 11 J



lerm,. '0 Firsl, th..,-. ar. th. onhodox thrologicollerm" biblicol wOfd, Jlld proof-Inl' which link th. Old Jlld ?\.w
T.slam.,m (•.g. ponare, parabola, probl<Jmata, adprNiati, filiw hominum, Jlld G.lcendit in ,ublimitatem).
S.condly, th..,-. ar. :-'-Iarcion', Jlltilh.,., which do nOl, TerrulliJll danm, poinllo 1\'-0 go,k

Two ofTerrulliJll" lit..,-ary lerm, may b. nOl.d - JlI.gO!)' Jlld figur•. TerrulliJll know, thaI JlI.gO!)' i, m.d by pagJll' 10
inlerp<'1 myth, (nat. 2.12.17) Jlld by Gno,tic ChristiJll' 10 r."TiI. th. Gospd, (Val. 1.3; re,. passim); bur h. lal:., th.
lerm from Paul 10 pron, againsl :-'-Iarcion Jlld oth..,-" th. unity of th. 1\'-0 1.,lam."K Th. principl. which h. fonO\\"< i,
thaI if th. lit..,-Jl ,.",. i, non,.",., th." JlI.gO!)' musl b. appli.d, wh..,-.a, if th. hisloocol ,.",. i, Iru., th." JlI.gO!)' i,
ourofplac•."

Figura i, th. conc"p1 which TerrulliJll ha, ddin.d Jlld m.d a, hi, c."lrol herm."McJllerm." FOf Cic..,-o a figur. may
b. gravi" med:'ocri, Of attenuata (d<J Drat. 3.199). QutntiliJll" m. (figura a, 'figuri Of '<h,,!>,,') i, rdl.cl.d in
TerrulliJll" 'in th. <hap. of a mJll' (:n hom:m, figura) (pat. 3.10; Phil. 2.7). H. criticiz., :-'-Iarcion', OOc";c Chrisl
(.\!an. 5.20.3): 'nol in r.aIir}' Jlld th. Iik."... ofmJll, nol in a mJll Jlld found in humJll <h"!>,,, nol in 'UbSIJllC', thaI i,
nol in f1.<h'." Proph.cy musl b. r.Jl Jlld th. ',sion ofEld,::jd (37.1-H) musl d.dar. a phy<icol r"uIHction, in Ofd..,
10 fOf.I.n Chrisl" r"uIHction Of th. r.ru:m ofIsrad. \\11a1 i, nOl r.Jl cannOl r.nJl. A figur. musl han a ba<i, in
hislO!)' in Ofd..,-Io prdigur. ,om.rhing. H..,-. again th. lerm i, chidl)' m.d 10 d.clar. th. continuity ofth. Old T.,lam.,,1
with th. Chrisl of:-'-Iarcion', Lul:. Jlld :-'-Iarcion', Paul; bur th..,-. i, 01'0 a n.w m. wh..,-. Tertul1iJll m., it 10 npr... th.
<hap. of ChristiJll u,-ing a, prdigur.d in Old Jlld ?\.w T.,lam."K,.

How oo..s TerrulliJll' s IuSI fOf simplicil}~' aff.CI his us. of th. bibl. ~ Firsl, h. has a prd'..,-."c. fOf simpl., 0'-"'- againsl
labour.d,

'0 Ibid 116

"Ibid Ill£.

" 'non ,',ri..", 'I in ,imilitudin, homini" non in homin, "iigur. in",ntu' homo, non sub>!""ti" id "I non cam,'

,
• O-:'lal!,Y ibid., 16<. 'Em th, ~,.. axi, i, th, "l.tion ofth, 1'>'0 1"1"""nt>; bUI it i, .ccompani,d al,o bY • lin, which
in"'P"t> Old ""d :-:"'. I ,>I"""nt> fot Chri,ti"" 1if,. In '0 doin~ h, .w''''', as witn,,, oflingui,tic innoHtion'

"S...bon. ch. I



ex.g.si, (or. 16.2 Jlld 25.5; cam. Ig.I). Th. lexl ofscripnn should b. I.hn in it, Ob,1oUS ,.m. (lJapl. 11.2). H.
criticiz., ),·brcion', exl.-nsian of th. im.g..-y of th. good Jlld b.d If•• , producing good Jlld b.d fruit, 10 includ. nol
m..-dy good Jlld b.d m.-n but ",'0 good Jlld b.d god, producing good Jlld.,il (.\!an. 1.2.1).

S.condly, T..-rulliJll r.j.m simplicity wh.-n h. consid..-, it 10 b. ,up..-£ci",. God', wJ1k in th. gJrd.-n ofEd.n should
nol b. lok.-n in. lit..-", ,.-n,. (.\!an. 2.25.2). Th. JPO'lolic numb..- nnk'. (.\!an. ~.13.3) Jlld th. JPO'lolic fishing
bo.1 (.\!an. ~ .9.1) h.n • d'"1>"- m.Jning which i, nol Ob,1oUS Jlld lit..-",."

In g.n..-"" h. cbim, th.1 ),-!Jrcion i, 100 simpl. in hi, inl..-pr.lJtion of th. Old r.'IJln.-n1 Jlld 100 100000us in hJlld1ing
th. ?\.,v T.,lJm.-n1 (.\!an. ~ .19.6). Th. simplicity of ,cripnn li., in th. 'gr.=.-nl ofproph.cy with it, hi'loric",
r••IiZJtion Jlld in th.1imiI pbc.d on th. m.Jning ofpJr.bb (pud. 9.3). Scripnn i, plJill, b.c.us. it i, dtr'CI, d.Jr Jlld
op.-n. It i, d.gJllI in. w.y bl..-Io b. d.-ni.d by Augu,tin., but r'IJill, th. simplicity oflrulh.

ConfliCI r=Jill,. T..-rulliJll CJll , •• probl=, in th. ex.g.si, of ,criprur. which i, nol '" plJill '" h. ,ugg.'K Hi,
philosophic", Jlld rh.-toric", skill, w..-. n••d.d 10 ullmnl ob,curiti., Jlld JlIlbiguiti.,. Did ),-!onIJlli,m pro,id. th.
rdUg. of simplicity which h. could not find in th. blblic", lexl~'- I do not think '0. Th. whol. oflhi, in,·.,tig.tion h",
poim.d 10 T..-rulliJll" n••d for both simplicity Jlld ConfliCI. Lih H..-.c!i.ru" h. found both simplicity Jlld ConfliCI in hi,
world Jlld f.h r=l. from r.J1iI}' wh.-n both w..-. nol pr.,.-nl. nu, >Jnd him from th. h=.-nrnlic", "'-0.-, on th.
brink ofwhich inl..-pr.-t..-, from Orig.-n 10 BullmJllll hov..-: th.1 th..-. could b. on. m.-thod 10 guid. J!I ex.g.si, of
,criprur•.

" S.. 01,o Iff. 2.2; Pr=. 1,,; mon lUI; reo. 20.1.

,- O':>!ol!.y Tmullian arJ th~ biN., 11S, .nd, with the claim 1m.pobl. hjm"h" of 'impli' it:;:;, I .rtullian nomthtl." ;",i",d on
the 'impli'it:;:; of Scriptur.; and h. finally nh, hi, refuge ;" 0 non_,criptural, ,impl. ,olution to the probl.m of ;"ttrpr"otion'



Chapter 8-
Mankind's Two Natures and a Sordid Church

A-
Sin As ConfradiClion

If TertulIi"" finds ""tithesis in the world ""d God, he will han no trouble finding it in hum"" beings. h..-yone had found
contradictions in the hum"" p..-son, which was racked by ""'''-y kind oftension - soul body, reason passion, sJinI'sion..
""d fre", ensland. A pJ:rI ofEuropc"" culNre, easl ""d weSl, is the hislOl)' of Paul's suu,,-ok (the good thaI I would, I
do not but the ..,.il which I would nol, thaI I do'),' narrowly ""ticipaled in Chid (I sec ""d app.-on bm..- things, but
folk>w WOfSC')' ""d r"P"aled in Augustine (Whal shJ!l \uctched m"" do")-'

Always TertulIi",,' s ""titheses come, nol from pCf"..-sity, but from a sense of reality. His own reality was dominaled by
his consciousness of slavCf)' to sin ""d the deu.'..-""ce ofbaptism. AI thelasl judgemenl, he would rememb..- the
aduhcries with which he had once slJined his flesh, ""d be confidenl thaI God would raise thaI flesh which Chrisl had
long since de""sed in baptism (r<". 59.3). Sin' was the supreme contradiction, fOf it denied God ""d destroyed
humanilY. Plalorusls like Clemenl could doubl the ultimale reality of ..,.il. H..-aclite"" Sloics like TertulIi"" could only
face reality when..,.il ""d sin w..-e laken seriously. TertulIi"",like Paul, thoughl ""d "TOle a 101 about sin. He made the
firSI mons low...-d a doctrine of original sin ""d his ,iews on the fOfgO.'eness of

'Rom. J.19. S.. 01,0 ,·"st, 11 ,1

'~id,om,lior" proboqu'; dtt,riora stquO<' .\f"~mo'ph. l.10

'Cor/nUJ

, For.., ""nd,d ..,d exceU,n' accoun' of I,rtulli..,', doctrin, of ,in, "ith an'ntion to th, difficult probl'm of d,,·tlopm,n', , ..
E. Polto, E\'olu::iono dol pm:;i<ro di Tmulliana wlla dOll,i= dol p<r<ata (Bi,U" 19J I)



sins caus.d ConfliCI with th. hi..-archy of th. church. Diss~lIing on b.half of th. ?\.w Proph.cy, h. continu.d 10 affirm
th. church as on" holy, cathohc and aposlohc,' so thai sin play.d a mI. in his .cd.siology. As ,un as affirming a
conc"pi of original sin, h. ,igofOusly dd'ffid.d fr••dom ofwill and th..-.by daim.d a I\\ofold origin fOf sin. Sin com.s
from a soul which is C<lffilJ>I but r.sponsibl•.

:-'-Iankind's Iikffi.SS 10 God, which dominal.s T..-rul1ian's .-thics, was Iosl by Adam's sin and is r.sIOf.d by grac. (hapl.

5.7). A m..-• .-thic is inad.qual', fOf all mankind, sprung from th. s••d ofAdam, is inf.et.d by his sin, 'Iomm gffiUS d.
sffilin. inf.cmm' (1e,1. 3.2). Sloicism r.infOfc.s th. physical nann of th. C<lffilJ>tion, which is pass.d on from """-y
parffillo """-y child, 10 produc. a dislonion ofhuman natur•. '

(;)-
Olle Soul, Two Sature,

How ar. 'u 10 und,,-sland th. human soul~ It is cHal.d and nol, as Plalo daim.d, unmad. and .-t=a1 (all. ~.I). Th.
Sloics hdp us 10 und,,-sland it as corpor.a1, spiritual and th. sourc. oflif. (all. 5.3). Plalo's argumffils fOf an
incorpor.a1 soul ar. criticiz.d and r.j.et.d (all. 6 and 8); but his argumffils fOf a simpl. non-composit. soul ar.
acc"pl.d (all. 10.1). \\lIffi philosoph..-s di\'id. th. soul th.y ar. m..-dy distinguishing its dilf"-ffil faculti.s (all. H .3).
Rationality is th. natural condition of th. soul, impr.ss.d by its rational di\-in. author. It must b. rational b.caus. it is th.
br.ath (ajj7aIUJ) of an 'SSffitially rational cr.aIOf. Irrationality cam. lal..- and was caus.d by th. S..-pffil. \\1liI. it
intrud.d al th. b.gtnning ofnatur., b.cam. inh"-ffil in th. soul and gr.w along with th. soul (all. 16.1), it is still nOi
strictly natural b.caus. God is th. author ofnatur. (auctor nalurae) and irrationality r.",ams ""1=a1 and fOf6gn
(<!Xlran<!Um, ahenum) 10 God (all. 16.2). It is th. d.,.-jJ's work and th. 1\\0 d.",ffilS in th. soul poinllo 1\\0 authors.

T..-rul1ian will nol di\'..-sjf}' th. soul (as Plalo did) inlo 1\\0- irrational parts and on. rational part; ang..- and d.sir. ar.
found in God and in J.sus so th. lola Ir.'nila.! offaculti.s can b. rational (all.

, R=I.in, Tmullian arJ Ih, GhurGn. 91 110

'S.. Sparultu', SIa:',i",,. d,,, pir", ISS

&w"i>. ,hand with hom ""d hTlllv~IlT,~6y ,hand with flit>



16A)' He distinguishes itlSlead bennen a firsl Jlld second humJll naW•. Corruption from the sin ofAdam ;s

trJllsmined by origin'" fault (virium or'g'ni.), 10 become a second nawe, less powefful thJll the soul's origin"', ration'"
Jlld good naW•. The d..,il rules 0""- the second, lal..- Jlld tainled naW•.

The faculties' of the soul are n..,',,- SponIJlle0US in their choices Jlld acls because the d..,il, dm'en by je"'ousy, has
darkened Jlld dep.-;..'ed them. He;s quite open in the way he does this; he accepls the in,i1ation off..-.d by sup..-stitious

birth rites. Idolatry;s mim,-ife al """-y pagJll birth, binding wombs with demonic \neaths Jlld cons.crating the newborn
child 10 demons. ChristiJll parenls CJll a,'oid this corruption fOf their child; but the need fOf bJPtism Jlld fOf a second
birth remJins (an. 39A).

As Paultaughl, one ChristiJll parenl could SJllclify the birth, by ChristiJll seed as much as by ChristiJll discipline. The
children ofbeli..,',,-s are nol, says Paul, uncleJll, but destined fOf holiness Jlld s""'ation. 'For the unbeli..,-mg husbJlld;s
sJllctified through his wife Jlld the unbeli..,-mg wife ;s sJllctified through h..- husbJlld. If it w..-e nol so, your children
would be uncleJll, but as it ;s they are are holy' (l Cor. 7.1 ~). This hope enabled Paul 10 defend the inlegrity of
marriage, 10 which he was entirdy committed. AI the same time, he could n..,',,- fOfge-t the need fOf a second birth

through wal..- Jlld the spirit, a new beginning ofwhich his lord had unambiguously spoken (John 3.5).

Since """-y soul possesses the naWe ofAdam until it;s born agJin in Chrisl, it;s uncleJll Jlld spreads, 10 the flesh,
conlamination by association. How..,',,-, J1though the f1esh;s exub"-Jlltly sinful, 'n..,·e-rthdess it is nol shameful on its
0\'" accounl. For it;s nol ofitsdfthal itlhinks or feds Jll}lhing which s..-,.-.-s 10 am'ocale or COllllllJlld sin'I) It
ex..-c;ses a mini.rer.·um, but nol Jll aCl;,,'e ministry like thaI of a s.,TJllI Of friend but Jll inm (inJllimale Jlld

• Th. ""0 concept> ohnport""ce for T.rtulli"" hm Of. 'th. corruption ofth. ,oul bY ,in, ""d the "olin' ofth. offtetiom of
God ""d Chri,t. d. anima, .d. W.,rink 2J~. h.n mor. import"", i, the .xpo,ition or. hum"" tri!lin' which i, supr.m.h' one

; Th. <li,tinc,;,', po,ition of T.rtulli"" i, ".n in th". chap'''' of d. anima (J"-' I). T.rtulli""" accoun' mah, "m. wh.n hi,
opponent> Of. "m.mbmd; h. i, mo,·.d bY what h. dot> no' w"'" ., much., bY what h. w""t> '0 say

,., 'non "m.n suo nomine infami,. :-:.qu••nim d. proprio sapi' quid au' "nti, ad suad.ndam ,..1 imp"""dam pte""I",,,'



uMumJll) mini,try. I!;s but th. cup from which ,n drink ;hn choos•. Fl.sh;s .arthl}' JIld n6th..- di,tincm',!}' humJll
no.- a faculty ofth. soul no.- a p"-SOfl. ),hd. o\"..-Iik. a sian fOf th. soul 10 us.," it s.,-,'.s as th. soul's in'!rulll"'1 in
!if's duti.s (an. ~O.2f.).

Soul JIld f1.sh ar. of dilf..-."I subsIJllc,. Fl.sh cannol b. ,lrtuoUS 0.- ,icious without th. soul, in whos. crim.s it s..-ns
as JIl acc.ssOl)'. All th. mo.-. sham. falls 0fI th. in,rigalOf wh." his accomphc.s ar. cOfld=.d JIld punish.d. ),-\0.-.

su-:ip.s ar. inJ:liCl.d on th. initialOf of a crim., although his acc.ssori.s ar. cOfld=.d fOf ob.,-ing his o.-d..-s (an. ~OA).

Abon all, th..-. ;s 0fI. g"'us ofhumJll soul,. E,'"')' soul;s counl.d with Adam until its r.birth in Chri,t. \\-ithout this
s.cOfld birth, it;s und'JIl, acm',!}' sinful, JIld spr.ads its corruption inlo th. f1.sh which s.,-,'.s it. Fl.sh r.-mains a cup 0.

nssd which may b. put 10 good 0.- sinful us •. I! mak.s no d.c;sio!Is JIld;s of a dilf..-."t sub,tJllc, from th. soul, which
;s its rul..- (prae,e,), whom it s..-ns. I!;s not th. di,tincm', prop..-t}' ofmJll, JIld it should nOi b. blam.d fOf th. 'wo.-ks
ofth. f1.sh' which com. from th. soul. Ind••d th• .-motions of sin, th.Iu,ts which JIlricipat. adult"')', bdong 10 th. soul.
I!;s plainly absurd 10 anribut. sins JIld crim.s but no good wo.-ks 10 th. f1.sh, which;s always JIl acc.ssOl)' JIld n",',,
th. in,rigalOf in .ach cas. (an. ~O).

As ,nn as th. ",i1 which th. d",i1 brings at birth th..-.;s JIl JIlt.c.d.m",i1 from his JIlC;."t corruption ofour original
narur., which has gi-.'", mankind a s.cOfld narur•. Sin chJllg.s th. c.-.ation which cam. from God. I! d.,troys r.asOfl as
it d.,troys narur. (.Ilan. 5.5A---{;). I! in"ad.s narur. (cult. 1.8.2) 10 form a dilf..-."t, s,cOfldary JIld adult..-ous narur.
(an. 16.7)." Th. corruption ofnarur. ;s a dilf..-."t narur. (alia natura) (an. -I L 1). ,,",·..-thd.ss th..-. r.-mains in th.
soul a high..- ruling d.-m.m which;s good JIld a sibling narurallo h..-sdf." This shin.s as a hght, rar.!}' ,'sibl., from
bdund th. thick barri..- of obscuring sin. Fo.- whi!. humJlls may b. ,."')' bad Of ,."')' good, th..-.;s always som. good

" 'Adeliet. Um,n onim., u' supp,ll,,'

" Cf an. 16.1: 'm tim,., "illi propri"."m n.ma, .d,crib", po"'riori, ".dul",.,' :-:0" th.. an 16.J..,d H.l u, mon
"tr,m, "."m,nt> th.., th.. of an. 16.1. On th, contr." , ... d. anima. ,d. W.,rink .1'

"bonum, princip.lt. eli,inum, gtrm..,um, propri, natural,



in th. wo.-,I Jlld ,om. bad in th. b.'I. 'Only God is withoUl sin Jlld th. only sinI.ss mJll is Chri'I, sinc. Chri'l is also
God' (an. ~L3). Th. p<inJim" goodn.ss ofth. soul b.....>,s oUl in common ""damation, 'Good Godl God know,1 Go
with Godl'"

Th. sin ofAdam Jlld En is th. souln of all sin (an. 39--41; 1e,1. 3.2; .\Iarc. 1.22.g, 2.2.7). A cascad. of souls flows
physically from on. mJll (an. 27.9). Dilf..-..,c.s r=ain. Som. s••d may b.'low a 'Jllctily on a soul (an. 39A), whi!.
oth..- s••d is so Corrupl thaI no good is broughllo birth. Th. soul is physically IrJllsmitt.d by sp=, so thaI, as
Cl.Jllth.s th. Sloic poim.d OUl, \n r.s=bl. our P"'-ffiIS in mffilal a, \nn as physical ffiOO\\lliffil, (an. 25.9). En
r.c.;.,·.d both soul Jlld fbh through Adam, .Is. God would han br.ath.d on h..-Io gi-.', h..- soul (an. 36A)."

\\1lil. T..-rull:iJll displays th. origins ofth. id.a, on. c=OI anribUl' th.lal..- doctrin. oforiginal sin 10 him. H. oo.s nol
cit. th. hoy 1""ls (Gffi. 5.3; P,. 51.5; Rom. 5.12lf.) no.- oo.s h. s•• guill Jlld d.ath as physically IrJllsmin.d. H. 00.,
nol r.g.,,-d original sin as rd"'JllIIO th. qu.,tion of infJllI baptism, Spl'aking rath..- of th. awdUl r.sponsibility which
baptism bring, (hapl. 18.5). It has b.ffi daim.d thaI h. gi-.',s th. thffil)' only a passing mffition (an. ~Of)." How.",,-,
h.ltnks original sin with physical continuity Jlld with th. soul. H. oo.s this through his mal..-ialism, which could nOl
mal:. a d • .,,- di,tinction bmnffi spirit Jlld mall..-. Lal..- writ..-s did nOl sh.,,-.this mal..-ialism; bUl th.y acc"pl.d th.
cons.qu.nc.s which T..-rull:iJll had dra\\ll from it as th. d=ffilS of a doctrin. of original sin.'-

(;;)-
Free Trill and God', Indulgence

Fr•• choic. r=ains. \\11a1 \n CJlll10I do is whal \n do nol wish 10 do (mon. H.7). Sin is whal God forbKls (paen.
3.2), th.lon ofwhal

,. Cf "",. 2

" SP=.UI, 5'0:" i",,~ d." pitre" ISlf, no", otht< Itxl> whm ,oul os "'ad"" i, ginn a mort pa,,;,', m.oning. H. 01.. , H
Katpp, Probl.m. at"rJi"li,her .lr.trJopologi. (GUtm10h, 1910), j'l---{;), who following th". Itxl> h"i.... , 10 d"crib.
I .rtulli"" os a Iwluo1mi>t

"Katpp, ibid., 62. Katpp go" on 1o '" a modifi.d Gno,tic inl1u.nct on I.rtulli"" .. thi, poinl, 61

,- Katpp, ibid., 66. 'I .rtulli"" hOI "in.n :-:ochfo1gtf 1.<liglich .in. :'!6glichhil g.g.btn, <lit ausg.bildtt. l.h" ,'on dt< Ett,Ulld.
auf <lit ,'on dt< 5,,1. amuw.nd.n'



God do.s nollon (paen_ ~A)_ TenulIi"", in defenc. ofth. cr.alOf againsl )'hrcion, anribut.d .,ils 10 th. fr•• will of
hum""s, who both committ.d sins (mala culpae) ""d w..-. punish.d for thffil (mala poenae)_ Th. r.sult was hum""
mis"')', d.,.;..-.d from th. endo"menl which mad. m"" mosllih God - his fr•• Sponl""rous POW..-IO produc. good_

Our sin is our fault_ 'It is our will, when \n will th• .,il which is contrary 10 th. will of God who wills th. good_ Ifyou
ask whenc. com.s this will by which \n will som.thing contrary 10 th. will of God, I shall say from oursd,-.s' (Ca.ll_
2_5)_ TenulIi"" d.,-dops this poinl along Iin.s which a:r. plainly Sloic, but which han b.en absOfb.d inlo his own
thinking ""d a:r. us.d b.caus. th"}' a:r. th. b.sl way ofh""d1ing "" intrical', y.1 inldligibl., problffil_ Thos. who
rffilarJ)' claim thaI th. God who gan ""d look away g;..-.s again a s.cond marriag._ How.,-..-, faith which is good ""d
solid do.s nol so anribut• .,-"')"lhing simply 10 th. di--in. will_ \\-. indulg. oursd,-.s when \n o,-..-iook whal is in our
own pow..- (.ss. a1iquid in nobis ipsis') (Ca.ll_ 2_3), b.caus. God permits all thaI ha:ppens_ If\n a:rgu. thaI God wills
whal"-"- \n do, th..-. is "" ""cus. for .,-"'), sin ""d th..-. is no ground for ""y Christi"" disciplin._ Ind••d th..-. is no
rational accounl of God possibl., for 6th..- h. produc.s things which h. do.s nol will Of .Is. th..-. is nothing which h.
do.s nol will_ God CondffilllS ""d .-I..-nally punish.s som. actions, whi!. h. comm""ds ""d .-I..-nally r.wa:rds oth..-s_
\\nen \n han l.a:ml from his comm""dmenls th. distinction bmnen whal h. forbids ""d whal h. wills, \n r.-lain th.
POW..-IO choos. (iam in nobis .sl volulllas .1 a:rbitrium .ligendi alt..-um') (Ca.ll_ 2.3)_ From th. b.ginning, h. s.-ls befor.
us good ""d .,il_ It cannol b. his will thaI \n choos. whal is againsl his d.cla:r.d will_ Such volition as is hostil. 10 God
c"" only com. from oursd,-.s_ Adam, th. autho.- of our rac. ""d of our sin (ill. princ""s .1 gen..-is .-I d.licti Adam')
committ.d sin b.caus. h. "ilI.d it_ Th. d.,il did not mah him sin but aCl.d as "" acc.ssOl)' 10 Adam's will (mal..-iam
'-olulllati subministra,it') (Ca.ll_ 2_5)_

In this way, God's will cam. 10 b. a mall..- ofobN!ienc., ""d so it rffilains when.,-..- \n fr••!}, choos. th. downhill
path from God_ Th. d.,il w""ls us 10 sin, but h. do.s not diminish our volition, forc. us Of impos. ignOf""C' of God's
will on us_ God's will was



dear Whffi he imposed death as the punislunent consequent upon disobediffice. The d.,il's wOfk is equally dear: he
puts our wills 10 the lesl. Only Whffi \n han willed 10 disobey God do \n pass und..- the control of the d.,il; he has
nol caused our volition but simply lakffi am'anlage of it.

The only thing in our pow..- is our will and the one lesl we face is wheth..- we will whal God wills. So we must scrutinize
and seck the hiddffi will of God (CaJl. 3.1). Firsl, God's pure and absolute will is nol r,,'ealed in whal he permits, since

he makes allowance fOf less..- wills. Secondly, his pure will is found in the discipline by which he decrees those acls
which he p.-cf..-s. \\1131 he wills mo.-e (Of p.-cf..-s) wipes out whal he wills less and p.-escribes whal is our dUly. Ifwe do
nol folk>w his high..- will, we Iffid 10 contradicI his will. \\.e may do whal he wills, but still offffid him; if we do whal he
p.-cf..-s \n cam a r.,Yard. In the fo.-m..- case, \n both sin and do nol sin; but \n certainly des",,'e no r.,Yard. It is a sin
nollo wanllo des",,'e a reward.

?\ow \n can sec how second marriage should be und,,-slood. It is nol the pure \'o!ition of God, but the will of God

which is his indulgffice (indulgenlia). All this TcrtulIian finds in Paul Whffi he speaks about marriage 10 the Corinthians
(l COf. 7). It is belt..-Io marry than 10 bum and marriage is theless..- oftwo .,il,; an.,il can seem good only Whffi
compared with something v..-y bad (non polesl ,idcr:i bonum nisi pessimo comparamm') (CaJl. 3.7). Goodness is besl

seffi apart from comparison.

Som,thmg i, good if it continu, to h,p that nWl' without compui,on, I ..v not with "il, but rath" "ith ,om, oth" good;
'0 that, ,,',n if it b, comp.ad to ,om, oth" good, ond i, o,",,,""-dow,d h that good, it n,,·,nhtl, .. ftt'"'" th, nWl' 'good'
If how,,''', it b, onl\ c.n,d 'good' in compui,on "it!> on "il, it i, not '0 much 'good' ., • 'p'ci" ofl, .." "il, which h
b,ing ob,cuad h • mp,riot "il h., to b, c.n,d 'good' (quod. mp,riot' molo ob,cura= .d nom,n boni imp,llitu<'). (ex'
is)

The poinl may be grasped ifwe drop the comparison. \\1>0 would be rash ffiOUgh 10 claim 'It is bClt..-lo mafJY'~ \\1131
is nol 'belt..-' cannot be 'good' Whffi only the comparison with p..-sonal combustion p.-o\ides a ground fOf its goodness.

The comparison bmnffi marriage and burning is logically similar to thaI bmnffi
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knowledge would de'troy your hatred' (nat. I.IA). Paradox on paradox poinls 10 wilful igno.-ance and chosen
;menecrual incnia.

Can the rich ,·ariel}' of sin be reduced 10 a fundamenlal fauh~ Impatience was man's fir'l and falal sin; as the sole source
of e,,-ery sin, itedipses original sin in importance. 'In ,urn, ".C!)' sin may be anributed 10 impatience. E,il;s impatience of
good' (pal. 5.1). Tcrtul1ian confesses thaI he docs nol possess patience (pal. I), but God docs (pal. 1.1), and the
incarnale Chri'l did (pal. 3.1). Since Chri,tians should imitale Chri'l as slans and animals imitale their ma'ler" they
should ,tID·e for patience (pat. 4.1).

Impatience has the d.,il as its source. The d.,il en,ied, gn.,·ed and dec';"·ed man because he was lord of creation.
)"-!aIice and impatience cause one another (pal. 5.7). )"-!an's falal impatience (pal. 5.11-13), led him who had been the
innocenl, intimale friend ofGod 10 fall from paradise. )..-!urder, anger, hatred, plunder and adultery all spring from
impatience. Immode'ly is impatience ofmode'ly, dishone'ly is impatience ofhone'ly and impiel}' is impatience ofpiely.
How can ,uch a many-headed serpenl of sins nol offend the lord who rejecls ".C!)' form of .,il~

Patience precedes and folk>ws faith (pat. 6.1). Lon, the 'upreme ,acramenl and trea,ure of Chri,tians ;s marked by
patience (pal. 11.8). Heathen patience lacks an essential dimension; for Chri,tian patience ;s offered 10 God in rffil:m
for his patience and the patience ofChri'l (pal. 16.5).

(i.)-
Penance

The major contro,,-er,y of Tcrtul1ian' s laler years concerned the for8i'·eness of sin" a que,tion which had long concerned
him. In his earlier work reason ;', as .,·er, his 'Iarting poinl. Penitence mu,1 be rational because God, in all his aCls and
demands,;s rational (paen. 1.1). Fear;s nol the mom·e (paen. 5). A dec;';"·e repenlance which leads 10 baptism;s the
centre offaith for all who ,tID·e for God's fa'·our (paen. 6.1)." \\-e arc nol baptized so thaI we may 'lOp sinning, but
because we han 'lopped sinning. YCI there;s a second repenlance (paen. 7), which we should nol be ashamed 10 usc
~,

lY 'om"" ,.uu,;, ;" prommndo d,o p,,;'o,,,'



lllOf. thJll \n ab'IJin from m.dicin. if Jll inn." r.cur,. PO'I-baptismal sin off.nd, God but h. off..., r.conciliation

(paen. 7.1~) 10 tho,. who coni.". Such coni.,sion (€~OIJ-OA6YT1crl~)put, on ,ackcloth Jlld ash.,. mourn,.

fa'I'. pray'. \n.." loudly. ron, al th. f••1ofpr.,b}l"". kn.d, Jlld b.g, for th. pray...' of all b.h."'",,. In thi, way.
l.-mporal mortification r..,bc., .-I..-nal punishm.-tll'. Jlld ,df-cond=ation l.ad, 10 ab,olution. b.caus. \n .....
conc..-n.d with God. Th. h....d... \n tr.al our,d,'., th. b.lI... God tr.al' us (paen. 9.6).'0 \\.• CJll b. ntra"agJlltly
hurnbl. bd'or. th. community which i, Chri'I', body. b.caus. Chri'l i, al th. c."tr. of all thaI happ.",. 'Th...d'or.
wh." you throw your,df al th. kn•• , ofyour br.thr..,. you ..... hJlldiing (conlreCla.!) Chri'l Jlld you b.g (nora.!) of
Chri'l; .quaIl}' wh.., th. broth..., sh.d I....., o\"... you. it i, Chri'l who i, ,ulf..-ing. Chri'l who implor., th. fath.... \\1131
a ,on r.qu.m i, alway, .a,ily obIJin.d' (paen. 10.6).

!fit ,till b. a mi, ...abl. thing 10 coni." in thi, way. r.",.",b... thaI th. m'Jll' ofh.altng CJll oft.., b. painful Jlld
unpl.a'JllI (paen. 10.9f). For tho,. who h.siIal. th.... i, th. judg.",.,,1 of .-I..-nal f.... prond by th. acmityof
"olcallO"'. ,",'arur. show, th. dJllg... Jlld al,o poinl' 10 th. cur•. Irrational. dumb animal, Iik. ,lag, Jlld ,wallow, know
how 10 find a cur. Jlld do nol h.siIal. 10 Ial:. it. 1\0 Chri,tiJll ha, 10 ."dur. th. humiliation which th. king ofBabylon
,ulf....d (DJll. ~ .25ff) Th. ship"Y.chd sinn... mu,1 cling 10 th. 1\'-0 plank, of ,a),'ation: baptism Jlld coni.,sion
(paen.12.9).

Som. sinn..., will sink d.,pit. thi, Iif.-raft. PO'I-baptismal sin had b• .., a probl.", for Chri,tiJll' from .arli"1 tim.,.
H..-ma, gan all Chri,tiJll ,inn..., on. ,.cond chJllc, Jlld for thi, r.a,on h. found ,upport ,. but n."',,, mad. hi, way
inlo th. CJllon of ,criprur. (pud. 10)-" T..-rull:iJll" opposition 10 th. r.admi,sion of adult , Jlld fornicalor, (h. did
nol di,tinguish bmn.., th.,. sin, (pud. -4» gJin.d him nOlOO'I}' Jlld ConfliCI with hi, bishop. A, ."..... Jll namination of
hi, ""gum.,,1 i, n.c.,,"'1·; thi, show, thaI h. wa, in continuity with a ,trong 1\.w T.,lam."ltradition." according 10
which th.... w.... thr•• ,in, which w.... nol r.-

'0 'in "ntum non p'p«ceri, tib<, in "ntum tib< d,us ""d" pucet

" h«," church council h.d judg,d itto b, .poCf';phol ""dfol" (pam 10)



missible: adullef)', idolatry and murder. AccOfding 10 ACIS, Paul and 1 John, Tenullian explains, penance cannol cure
these sins.

"01 only scriprure, but much else Pfe,,-enled Tenullian from acquiescence on this poinl. His logic, .-thics, malerialism,
doctrine ofbaptism and doctrine of the church left him no ground fOf agreemenl. In logic, \n han already seen how
imponanllogical relations were 10 his triune God. AI a dilferenllenl, the relation bmnen the three sins was dec;"'·e.
Idolall)' (which meanl apostasy) was like a wedge which, on one side, caused adultef)' and, on the other side, murder.
The three things could nol be @ided. Permit one and the other Iwo musl be there. The Pfessure 10 apostatize into
idolall)' was inescapable in Roman soc;ety, where the gods were wo"-en inlo ".ef)' pari of daily life. Adullef)' meanl a
Slep back inlo the pagan world which the Christian had renounced. \\11a1.,·er authOfily Of J:fgutllenl readmits the

adulterer Of fornicalOf 10 the church has 10 granl the same help 10 his coordinales, the murderer and idolaler (pud. 22).

In ethics, the will;s all imponanl. This makes adullef)' WOfse than idolall)'. "0 one ;s cO!llJ""ned 10 fornicale. "0
Christian apostatizes inlo idolall)' exCepl under coercion (pud. 22). In m.-taphysics, Tenullian' s Sloic malerialism
excludes the plea thaI spirit;s willing and flesh weak. His concluding wOfds J:fe thaI there;s nothing stronger than the
flesh which crushes out the spirit (pud. 22). Flesh goes on inlo elernily. Of the three greal sins, adullef)';S the mosl
physical. Tenullian' s 0\'" adulleries were committed in the same flesh which now stID·es fOf continence (re;. 59.3)." In

thaI same flesh he will face his lord.

His doctrine ofbaptism, with its fearful weighl and responsibilily, excluded sin from the life of the beli.,·er. The gospel

began from the simplicity and finalily ofbaptism." The church, we shall see, musl be the spotless bride of Christ

It would be foolish 10 link Tenullian's own fornications 10 his intransigence on this poinl. The solid reasons, which he has
gOo·en, render a psychological explanation superfluous. Cnlih Augustine, he does nOl dwen on his e..rly gu:ilI in Ofder 10

exall the grace of

"'Ego m. ,010 mqu. olio cam. ,<luI"ri, commi,i". mqu. nunc olio cam. ,d contin.nti"",.niti'

"s.. ,bo'·•. ch. I



What m.n col! ~.n""tr... ""d god, .<luI",...
<

Is muchmoft common whm the dim."', ,ultry·'

Beru-Jlld was en'lllllOfe p..-suasi\'e." T.milliJll would n.,,',,- han agreed. Firsl, fornication was a "olunlJ:ry man..
(pud. 22.13). Th..-e could be no ",'asion ofbbme.'- Secondly, a W3llll..- climale was benefic;'" 10 the soul, which

<

becJllle lo:rpid Jlld incapable of acm'e thoughl in cold..- climales." Rejecting the link of soul ( I.jJVXll) with cold he
noles thai, in letnp..-ale lones men's minds ",e sharp..- (ingen,'a Hp"d,'I,'ora), while in the frolen no:rth they ",e
in,'3riably dull (ommbw , mente rorpennbw) (an. 25.7).

T.milliJll' s fornications w..-e pre-baptism'" 0.- else none ofhis "'gumenl on posl-baptism'" sin would slJlld; he would
no long..- be within the church. They w..-e ",so prio:r 10 his mJITiage, 0.- else the closing "'gumenl ofad uxorem would
be impossible. :>-{JllY ofhis fenow ChristiJllS would come 10 baptism with a simi1", reco.-d. The sins thai continued 10

wo.-ry him w..-e the less..- sins of the baptized Christi"". TetnplJtion continued oft..- baptism, for the Christi"", as it had
for his lord. Indeed J!I must pass through letnplJtion on the way 10 hea"en. It was on this accounl thai he signed himself
'T .milli"" the sinn..-' (hapl. 20.5). \\.e muslIJke seriously his Jll"'ysis of impatience as the ",chelyp'" sin 10 which he, a
wo:rthless m"" (nulhw bom) was prone (pal. L 1). Through this fault, he becJme OlIlllic<>lllpelenl in sin, J m"" born 10

do nothing but r..,enl (paen. 12.9).

" Don Juan. C""'O l. 6)

" Sai'" .lug""'in (II, london 1911), 1S

Bu,th. suppl. ""d tr.ach"ou> ci,,'!.n.w the "er" of .nch.ming the will She tempted him bY the op.n <li'pl.y ofh"
amu"m.nt>. Under thi, ,un which 'ouch" '0 b.au'" the pIa"" of a hu', the gross." pl.asur" h.", "" attraction which m.n of
the :-:orth canno' und",'""d. Ih. 0,·.rt10wing oflu" ,urround, you. Thi, prolific ,watmin~ .n th". bo<li", dO"1'f.ss.d ""d
,oft with ,w.at, gi". forth as it wm a br.ath offornication which mtlt> the will. Augu,tin br.ath.d in with d.h~h' the h.a",'
burning """ load.d with hum"" odour" which fill.d the ",,,t> ""d 'quarts of C..-!hag.

,- H. would h.", agr"d with the la" lord Bad.n.Pow.ll, who impr.ss.d upon hi, young follow", that, ifth.y ,wam ail" • m.al
th.y would no' only <lrown bu' it would b. th.ir own fault. 'C,amp doubl" yOU up in "tr.m. pain '0 that yOU canno' mo", your
amt, or l.~, ""d down you go ""d <lro,-,n - ""d i, will b. your o'-'n fault' R S. S. Bad.n·Pow.ll Scouring/ar to)" (london, 191).
12
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\\". b.gJll with th. contradiction ofP"fsiSlffil sin; T..-rulIiJll' S JllSW..- illuminal.s th. pr.dicamffil. Adam kn.w whal h.
was doing Jlld chos. fr.d)'; sinc. his fall, sin has acquir.d narural slaNs Jlld compul';"'. fOln (an. 16.1).'" Sin;s both
UlJi,'..-sal Jlld particular. T..-rulIiJll acc"pls 101all)' th. common duphcit)' ofhumJll souls. All ar. siblings und..- th. skin,
10m bmnffi narural goodn.ss Jlld original sin. \\"o.-ship offa1libl. ffilj>"-OfS Jlld ob.diffiC. 10 ..-ring bishops ar•
• qua!l)' impossibl. 10 on. ofhis Iffilj>..-amffil Jlld b.hd's. E,',,-yon. fac.s his mm fla\nd choic.s with p..-p.-rual

pffiilffiC'.

B-
A Sordid Church

E,',,-y b.h.",,- knows th. suu",-o;J. of RomJlls 7; but f.w ar. pr"par.d fOf th. disillusionmffil of Jll ecd<J,ia ,ordida.
P..-sonal ,nakn.ss.s ma), b. d..,.-.ssing; blffilish.s on th. briel. of Chrisl ar. inlol..-abl•. T..-rulIiJll saw th. Jlltilh.sis

mo.-. d.arl}' b.caus. his was a marl}T church which mm.d th. tradition ofP..-p.Na. AI th. sam. tim. it was a
comfOflabl. Jlld prosp..-ous church wh..-. mJll)' w..-. r.ad)' 10 compromis. (m<Jd,'ocr.'IG.l no, Ira). Th. ChristiJll
communit)' includ.d m.",b..-s of sffialorial famili.s Jlld th. ordo decur.'onum. Th..-. w..-. mJll)' rich widows Jlld mJll)'
culID'al.d Spl'ak..-s of Gr••k-'"

T..-rulIiJll has sulf..-.d chid!}' in th. hislO!)' of th. church b.caus. ofhis polffilic againsl bishops in gffi..-al Jlld th.
bishop of Rom. in particular.)l ),-\oSI ChristiJllS han said n.gam" things about bishops; but T..-rulIiJll said th.",

""tr.",d)' ,nn Jlld has

"'1rr.tion.u, .utom po",riu, intoU'g,ndum ''', u, quod ooo1d,ri, " "'P,nti, in,tinctu, ip,um illud "''''gr,,,ioni,
.dmi"um, "qu' "ind, inol,,',ri, .. co.dol,,',ri, in onim••d in""" iom n.tutoli..ti, qui. ".tim in n.tut.. primot<lio ooo1<li,'
'How"',,, th, ;r..tion.u ol,m,n' must t, ..hn os .1.", .d<lition, Th, fir" mom,n'ou> ,in, olthough it 'on, ptomptod bY th,
"'P,n', thmoit" inhmd in th, ,oul and gr'w olong with i, just lih • natut.u f.cul,,· t".u" i, haw,md .. th, d.wn of
n.tut", fir"t'~g'

"G, SchOngon. Icd"i. ,of<lid.o Z'" Fr.g' d" ,ori.u,n Schichtung lhihchri,tlich,n G,m,ind,n om B,i,pi,l KMth'go, rur Z,i,
T,rtullia"" J.1C Suppl. U 0!iin'''', 19S.), 16S, Whil, thm "'" f,w "00" oflow" d."", th, ptoportion of ..ch ,,'" i, h""d '0
d.."min, lnd"d, .p"" from th, strong "id,n" fot w,.uthY Chri,tian" th, ,00101 compo,ition ofth, church .. CMth'g' i,
und, ..

)l :"lany "hoI"", '" th, bi,hop of CMth'g' os th, obi'" oh"ook and many"", un,,,,, .\fl" ga.. ind,01,ion, I om liIrgoly
con,in"d bY .'Jl,n Ban', Hippoly"':; arJ th~ Roman GhurGh in ,h~ third an"'ry' lW--l J Tog,th" "ith th, ""gwrt,nt> which
Ban' put> fotw..d, I thinJ,; it m.h, Cyprian', loy.u,,· '0 T,rtullian ,osi" '0 undm'and



paid th. p.nJ1ty fOf his n'rbJ1 ,iol.nc•. Th. ground ofhis attack was "';scopJ1 handling of s.cond r..,.-rnanc. or th.
r.-mission of sins, as it =..-g.d in Rom. and in C:l:llh.ag. about 220." CalliSttlS, bishop of Rom., was pr..,...-.d to
r.>tor. p.-nitffitS fOf c..-rain s.cr.-t sins, among which fornication was sp"cifi.d. For T..-rullian, such a sinn..- should b.
fficourag.d to coni.ss, should b. commffid.d to th. just m..-c;.s of God and thffi b• .xp"n.d from th. communion of
Christ's body on .art!>.

T..-rullian do.s not dffiy that bishops may p...-don c..-rain sins; but th.;,- authority;s SuffiC;ffitly n.". fOf him to b. abl. to
r.strict this p...-don to minor fauhs. H. J1so r.cogniz.s that, in tim.s ofp..-s.cution, marf}Ts will b. b.si.g.d by p.-nitffitS
who b.g th.;,- int..-c.ssions. P..-haps, it has b.ffi sugg.sr.d, a c..-rain r.alism caus.d bishops to tal:. upon th=sd,'.s
this ..u...-g.d pow..-. Cnd..- p..-s.cution th..-. was a p..-siStffit dang..- that .xp.n.d sinn..-s might b. atnst.d and, in
d.spair, dffiy Christ and inform on oth..- Christians. "\'ith such a prosp"ct b.fOf. his "}"S, a bishop might w.n tal:. any
st.., that would put courag. and confidffiC' into th. w.ilk..- br.thrffi, whi!. p.ac.last.d, so that, whffi th. shock of
p..-s.cution cam., it might find th= in such solid"rity with th. Church th"t th.y would stand firm' ))

(;)-
lI'a, Tenullia" a Schi5/11alic?

T..-nillian's doctrin. of th. church" pr'Sffits a dilf"-ffit kind of puzl!. from that found in oth..- p",-,-s ofhis thought.
Th..-. ;s no n••d to r.concil. opposing ,i.,n; rath..- th. ConsiStffiCY ofhis account;s .xc.s';",. \\'ith on. who
gradu"ny distanc.d himsdf from th. rul..-s of th. church, som• .-.idffiC' of chang. should b• .xp.et.d. Th. puzl!. ;s
on. offact: th. common account of T..-rullian's )'-Iontanist d.f.ction has an ins.c,.... basis. It;s probabl. that h.
r=ain.d within th. catholic church, d.spit. (or b.caus. of) his "n.gianc. to th. ?\.-." Proph.cy. Furth..-, his id.as on
th. church, its disciplin. and morJ1s did not chang. with his incr.as.d opposition to th. rul..-s of th• .-rnpiricJ1 church
which h.

,
, lhi, aceoun';, ind,bttd at mon" poin" '0 th, "con' wono ofD.,id Ronhn, Tmullian arJ ,h. GhurGn



fac.d. Eschalological np.ctation may han ","0\'" lllOf. inlffiS.; but this simply ffilJ>hasiz.d thaI th. brid. of Chrisl
musl b. fit 10 m••l h..-lo.-d. Th..-. was no subslantial chang. in his ,i.w ofth. church which h. d.,--;..·.d from Paul and
)..hnh.w.

Opinion conc..-ning T..-rullian's rdation 10 th. church has b.ffi di-id.d. Som. claim thaI )..-!onlanism broughllittl. chang.
10 T..-rullian's thwlogy. om..-s maimain thaI )"-!omanism profoundly alf.Cl.d his und,,-slanding of spirit and church. An
altffilJ>1 al r.conciliation claims thaI T..-rullian's thwlogy is a consislffil whol., which finally found its hom. within
)..-!onlanism which suppon.d his rigOOsl practic.s and principl.s." Ind••d, T..-rullian's thwlogy of th. spirit fonmnd
from his m", thwlogy and was nol adopl.d from )..-!onlanism." His Ion. and styl. b.cam. lllOf. strid.m in his Jat..
"Tirings; but th..-. was no chang. in his thwlogical outlook.)"

)"-!ontanism was alr.ady two gffi..-ations old, bd'or. T..-rullian ffilbrac.d it. It may han b.ffi a n.gar;.." r.spolls, 10 th.
incr.as.d organization of th. church cathohc, which was parrly a r.spolls, 10 th. chall.ng. of Gnosticism. It is important

that )..-!ontanus and his follow..-s did not call thffilS","'S a 'church' and that th." rffilain.d loyal 10 th. church UlJi,,'..-sal."
Th.;,- ministry sh",-.d with oth..- church.s a t1nd'old strucrur.; th." had patri",-chs for m.rropolitans and .Id..-s who

sup."is.d financ •."

C..-rainly within T..-rullian's "Tirings, th. l\",v Proph.cy had no ch",-act..-istics of a schism. Th..-. was no ,-;,,'al hi..-",-chy

as th..-. was Jat..- with l\o"atianism and Donatism. \\1liI. most cathohcs w..-. psychics, not spiritual (,·"i. 1L 1),
T..-rullian insist.d that th..-. w..-. spiritual bishops (,,,i. 16.3) who sh",-.d his opposition 10 th. r.admission of s..-ious
sinn..-s.~' Cyprian (Ep. 55.21) ,not. ofth.s•• ",-li..- bishops who h.1d such ,i.,n.~l Cyprian would not han follo\nd

T..-rullian so assiduously had T..-rullian b.ffi schismatic.

"O~!.n,v Tmul!ian arJ 'ho biN•. 12~J

"G. Bfav Hali""" arJ ,h." ill ofGad (london 191~), 110, lJ I

)" K. W6hl Da:: Hoil"" irk.n GotW; durGh don Sahn r.a,h T<rwl!ian (Rom' 1%0), 16~

"? d, hbrioll', La aico ",ont~ni",.(?ui', 19lJ), 60 ""d lJ5

" Cf F. E. \'ok". :'!on,"';,m ""d mini,,,...- S'P~"'., 9 (1%5), J06-11 (JOS)

"Rmhn. Tmul!ianarJ'luuhurGh H

" fbid, 110. lhi, ';, • d,,,,, d,mom".tion th.. I,rtulli",,', .ttach ..,-'" ;n th, main chr,md mo" .. puticul"" bi'hop' ""d th,",
J'f"umptuom daim, th"" .. 'pi"opal offi"., moh'



(;;)-
Image, of/he Church

T..-rulli",,' s accoullI of th. church draws 011 a wid. r""g. of imag.,. Th. church is th. ark of?\oah, in which b.li.,.',,-s
ar. sand from d.suuction (bap/. SA) ""d hpl fr•• from all impurity (,dol. 2~A), th. linl. ship in which th. discipb
ar. prot.md (bap/. 12.7) ""d hpl from ship"Hck (pud. 13.20). Th. church is th. camp oflighl, al war with th. army
ofpag"" darkn.ss (cor. IIA), fr•• from th. cOlllaminatiOll of sin (pud. 1~.17) ""d subj,cllo disciplin. in a way which
th. camp ofh..-.-tics is not (praeJcr. ~ I.7). Th. church is a body in m""y s.m., it is a sooi.-l}' (apol. 39.1) ""d a
tl"..'£okl wim.ss (bap/. 6.2). It is th. unily of th. charismala g;..,,,, in th. Old ""d ?\.w T.slam.llIs (.Ilan:. 5.8£.) ""d
th. m.""s ofr,cOIIciliation through th. physical body of Chrisl (.Ilan:. 5.19.6). \\'i!hin th. spiritual body th. oth..
m=b..-s shar. th. sulf..-ing of ""y m=b..- which is affiicl.d (paen. 10.5), ""d th. cOIIgr.gation aCls as Chrisl
(ecde..a vera ChnJ/w) in r.c";"-;"g th. p."n.,,1 sinn..- (paen. 10.6). Th. church is clos.!y linhd with th. holy spirit
""d th. trinity (pud. 21.16f) Th. church as moth..- gOl'S b"'OIId th. sown ofnourislun.,,1 (marl. 1.1) 10 r"lX.s.,,1 a
mo.-. ""ah.d fig,,," aIongsid. God as fath..- (man. 7.9). T..-rulli"" is th. ftrsllo COM.cl moth..- church with fath..- God.
Th. ,nn-,slablish.d imag. ofth. church as th. briel. of ChrisI is fr.qu."tly found in T..-rulli"" (•. g. man. 5.7 ""d 11.2;
.\fan:. ~ .11.8, 5.12.6 ""d 5.18.9) as is also th. imag. of th. church as ,irgin ('.8. man. I 1.2; pud. 1.8 ""d 18.11).
Th. church is also th. school in which th. pupils of ChrisI ar. Iaughl th.1ruIh which was hand.d dO\\lllo his discipb
(,corp. 12.1), IruIh which surpass.s all hum"" wisdom (an. 1.6). As a s.cl, th. I.aching ofth. church plac.s it b.sid.
th. s.CIS ofphilosophy ""d r.ligion which w..-. lol..-al.d by Rom"" law (ap. 39.6); y.1 it r=ains sup..-ior 10 th=
(pall. 6.2).

(;;;)-
Jlark. of/he Church

ForT..-rulli"", th.s. imag.s poinllo th. holin.ss (ark, ship, camp, moth..-, briel. ""d ,irgin), aposlolicity (S'CI ""d
school) ""d unily (body) of th. church" Th. holin.ss of th. church d.m,.s from th.

"Ibid.. 92



,ummons of th. church to m••t h.,-Io.-d. Throughout his writing, T..-rulliJll had a peff.ctioni,t ,i.w of th. church.
L"nwonhy m=b.,-s mu,t b. ""clud.d from its fdk>wship (ap. 2.18, 39A). A Chri,tiJll who is found in th. gladiatorial
a:rffia on Jlly cha:rg. oth.,- thJll that ofhis faith mu,t b. ""communicat.d. Thos. who do nO! ,tJlld firm und.,
p.,-s.cution mu,t b. ""pd.d (praeJcr. 3.6). T..-rulliJll r.j'e!> (pud. 13.25) th. a:rgumffit of thos. who will idffitify th.
CorimhiJll adult.,-.,- (I COf. 5.5) with th. olf.nd.,- to b. r.concil.d (2 COf. 2.5-11). Th.,-. CJll b. no pa:rdon for th.
sins ofmurd.,-, idolatry, fraud, apo'la'y, blasph=y, adult"')' Jlld fornication (pud. 19.25). B.caus. th. ffid is n.a:r,
th.,-. is no plac. for sin within th. church.

For T..-rulliJll, th. holin." ofth. church had to b. Jll .-mpirical holin.". It was to b. p.,-c.;,.·.d by all who ,aw it.
L"nwonhy m=b.,-s w.,-. to b. ""clud.d (ap. 2.18), banish.d from pray.,- Jlld fdk>wship (ap. 39A). H. who is not
wholly a Chri,tiJll is not a Chri,tiJll (ap. ~~.3) Jlly mor. thJll h. who is nO! orthodox (ap. ~6.17) or h. who is apo'la!'
(praeJcr. 3.6). Th. holin.ss of th. church mu,t nO! b. compromis.d Jlld gran sinn.,-s mu,t b. p..-mJllffitly ""clud.d
(pud. 18.11). For all who han committ.d murd.,-, idolatry, fraud, apo'la'y, blasph=y, adult"'), Jlld fornication,
'Chri,t will not im.,-c.d. Jlld p..-pffilal ""clusion from th. church mu,t follow (pud. 19). T..-rulliJll's d=Jlld for
holin.ss is pr'Sffit throughout all his worh. It is not d.,-;,.·.d from his lat.,- conc..-n with th. "'.w Proph.cy; but it will
playa d.ci';"'. rol. in th. hi,tory of th. AfriCJll church.

Th. church mu,t ,tJlld in continuity with th. apo,tl.s (praeJcr. 20f). For t.aching r.c.;,.·.d from th. apo,tl.s com.s
from God through Chri,t (praeJcr. 21). Continuity may b. v..-ifi.d by hi,torical ,ucc.ssion as ,nIl as by continuity of
doctrin•. Ind••d physical continuity mu,t b. bound to authffitic apo,tolic will,." (.l/an. 4.5.1-3). How.,.',,-, n6th.,
continuity of ollic. nor oft.aching is th. final crit..-ion. Th. qu.,tion ofpow.,- tahs pr.c.d.nc.')

T..-rulliJll, as h';'- of th. apo,tl.s (praeJcr. 37.5), loohd back to th. founding ofparticula:r church.s by th. apo,tl.s
Jlld to li,ts ofbishops who had ,ucc••d.d th..-n. Apo,tolic foundation Jlld

,
, s .. btlow ""d 01'0 R=\;in, I.rtulli",,', Ust ofth. wo,d PO''''''''



apo'lolic leaching w...e marks of the UUe church. The mon1llffil from Jll earl}' concern fOf apo'lolic doctrine 10 a lal...
concern fOf apo'lolic di,cipline poinl' 10 the deci"'·e mon in earl}' Chri,tiJll ecdesiology. In the face of the p.-oblem' of
penilffitiJ! di,cipline, the que,tion of doctrine becJllle ,econdary 10 the que,tion ofpow.... 'The que,tion "To whom ha,
Chri,t, through hi, Cho'ffi apo,tle" gi-.·ffi hi, teaching'1'" receded inlo the background of TertulIiJll" thought. An
Jllernar;..·e, "To whom did he gi-.·e the pow...'1"', become' the criticJ! que'tion. '..

The unity of the church had beffi a man... of concern ,ince Chri'l cJlled hi, 'econd di,ciple. Indeed, Paul ,poke firmly
on the need fOf chri,tiJll unity in hi, fir'llen... to the CorimhiJll'. TertulIiJll begin, from Paul', condemnation of ,chism
(praeJcr. 5). Apo'lolic churche', through their peace, broth...hood Jlld ho,pitJlily, di,play their unity (praeJcr. 20.6
8). Their unity i, a man... of tradition (praeJcr. 28.3). H...etic" with their lack of godly fear, gra'lt}', diligffil care,
ord...ed appoinlmffil Jlld due di,cipline, foffeit the unity of the church (praeJcr. ~3.5). One God Jlld one bJPti,m

belong 10 one hea'·en!)' church (hapl. 15.1). The one church a, the single 'pouse ofChri'l p.-o,ide, the panern fOf
monogamy (mon. 5.7). It i, mo,1 offffi"'·e fOf d ...gy 10 celebrale 'econd marriage, 'in the ,-;,-gin church, ,ole 'pouse of
the one Chri'I' (mon. 11.2). E'·ffi in hi, hI... "Tiring, TertulIiJll n.,·... wa'·..., in hi, belief thaI th...e i, one church, from
which only h etic" nol carnJ! Chri,tiJll' (p,ychic,) are excluded (v:rg. 2.2). De,pite JlI the shoncoming, of the
bishop" th e i, only one catholic church.

The unity of the church wa, clo'ely argued by TertulIiJll on the basi, of! CorimhiJll' (l 1.1 'if. Jlld 12.12£.) Jlld
EphesiJll' (~A---{i). "'.,.... did TertulIiJll dffiy thi, lrulh. The one church (una ecd<J"a ,umw (v:rg. 2.2» included
carnJ! or p,ychic catholic, logeth... with the fonow..., of the '"ew Prophecy. The unity of the church which i, di,played
in the peace berweffi congregation, i, ba'ed upon common apo'lolic doctrine (praeJcr. 21.7). A, the body of Chri,I,
the church wa, nol@ided.Bothcatholic Jlld new p.-opher w...e a part of the one church in hea'·ffi (hapl. 15.1). Yer,
de,pite hi, ref...ffice 10 the church in hea'·ffi, TertulIiJll regard, the UUe church a, a



r.~. lSI

p<.Sffil hisloocJl r.JliI}'. To sum up, it may b. con'1ncingly argu.d thaI, whi!. h. do.s nol us. th.lal..- formula,
T..-nillian conf.ss.s th. church 10 b. on" holy, carho~c and apoSIO~C"

(i.)
.I/i";'I",·

T..-nillian's thwlogy ofminislry affirms a rl"..d"ok! slrucUn ofbishops, p<'Sb}1..-S and d.acons. H..-. h. rahs a
d.ci"". Sl"p which was 10 b••srablish.d within th. ,usl..-n church from thaI tim. f""Yard. For Irffiarns, church.s
w..-. aposlolic if, through th6r mffilb..-s and th6r miniSlry, th.y hand.d on th. aurhffitic aposlolic faith.

Sttn;n its J'f0p" ttru", tho I"n•• an doctrin. contain, littl. with which tho historian nttd qu.m!. But wh.n thi, doctrin.
'J'f••d among tho latin" ."umptions Wtft m.d., and constqu.nc" <Ir.wn, for which I"n.tu' was not ,trictly '''ponsibl.
If any catholic con~Jt~.tion ofth••g. th.. follow.d him b.li,,·.d its.1fto hold tho 'postolic faith, it ."um.d th.. .u tho
"tualiti" of its third-<.ntu'y lif., without <li,crimtri.tion, Wtft such as must a!w.ys h.", bttn J'f".nt;n tho lif. ofth.
Church, ,;net tho d.YS ofth••po,tl", So th". latin churchm.n cr••ttd • historical myth tho =historical n.tuf. ofwhich
th.y Wtft ,toU" from <lisco\"tring, Thi, was to tho .if.ot th.. tho .po,tl" h.d J'f0,id.d for tho futuf. ofth. church bY
cr••ting an ord" of monuchica! bi,hop', Th. fust ofth". th.y ordain.d, .ccording to thi, myth, "ith th.i< own hand, and

stt th.m to go\"tm tho st,'"a! church" "it!> which th.y Wtft conetm.d,'"

Ap:l:f! from th. rhr•• ollic.s, T..-nillian d.scrib.s all.asl six oth..- positions within th. church - widow, 'lrgin, doclor,
1.C1or, p<oph.-r and marl}T'- Th. distinction bmuffi cl"-g}' and laity is cl.ar. 'Ollic. as a formally constirul.d rank or
position, b.aring a function or authority by ,-irtu. of such rank, is in T..-nillian', thoughl appli.d almosl nclu",'.!}, 10 th.
cl"-g}', and only far.!}' 10 th. minor ollic.s Ofl.Clor, doclor and th. IWO fffilJl. "ord..-'. '.. Th. pri.s!!}' class p<o,'id.s a
pall..-n for oth..- ollic.s and d.s ....·.s submission and r,sp,cl.

., Ibid., III 16

.. Ibid., I',
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JUSI a" whil. criticizing philo,ophy, T..nullian did a, much a, anyon. fOf th. us. ofphilosophy in Christian thoughl, '0,
whil. abusing th. multilud. ofbishop" T..nullian indical.d th. mo,1 d.c;';"'. 'I"p in .J:r1}' Christian .ccbiology. In him
th. church ha, acquir.d th. magnilud. which Cyprian wa, 10 ""pound in th. cla,sic cathohc doctrin. which ha, .",hnd
10 th. p<.,.m. H. acc"pl.d thi" nO! in spit. ofhis p<oph.tic .,chalologicallffidffiC;", but b.caus. of thffil. Sinc. th•
•nd wa, n."" th. church mu,1 b. o.-d..-.d on lin., p",alId 10 Roman p<o,incial gon'flllllffil:' '0 thaI it could Ial:. 0'-"
.J:r!hl}' rul. whffi Chrisl had com•. A, th. apostl., w..-. 10 sit on nnh'. Won., a, judg., Q.htt. 19.28; Lui:. 22.30)
'0 th.ir failhfu1 ,ucc."o.-, w..-. 10 judg•. 'By anticipation, and among th. peopl. of God, th." w..-. ahady "ffi 10 ,it
on Won., a, judg., ... So in thi, shadow-.-mpir., th. Church, th. bishop, "'. "ffi 10 an,w..-Io th. 'ffialorial rank in
th. ,.cul", o.-d..-. "0 In .ccl.siology as ds.wh..-. T..nullian sh"P"d th. furor. of\n'lffil christianity, affirming "';scopal
pow..- and r.bllking its misus.; as "'''-, h. did this b.caus. h. was abl. 10 hand!. ambiguous r.aliI}'.

" s .. Eric F O,born (,-prim', Im_g"'" .lr.t;,hthon, J (191 J), 61 -~

'0 I,1f", B;,hop, !JOf



Chapter 9-
Argument and Humour:
HeI'mogenes and the Valentinians

To ...-gu. Of nollo ...-gue~ Th. 1\'-0 l...-gelS of this chapl..- sh...-. a COllllllOfI duJlism. y.1 th..-. is a striking dilf..-enc. in

the way Terrulli"" confronls them. H..-mogen.s is mel with exposition ""d ...-gumenl; \.Jlentini""s ...-. olf..-.d exposure
""d ridicule. Th. dilf..-enc. is of firsl impon""ce. Lil:. ),-I...-cion, H..-mogen.s J'f.senl.d ...-gumenl; YJlentini""s olf..-.d
fable ""d ,,>ion which was immun. from ...-gumenl. Terrulli",,' s 1\'-0 w,·..-s. app.-oach.s r.spond 10 this dilf..-ence. They
...-. nol explain.d by placing 011. wOfk • ...-l}' in Terrulli",,' s c...-• ..-, ""d claiming ),-Ionl",,;sl influence 011 the s,cOlld.' Th.

cOIItrasl is in IogicJl m.thod. FOf Terrulli"", th.laughing Sloic, his ...-gumenl ""d his satire ...-••qually philosophicJl.

A-
Apiasl Hermo2eaes

(;)
Fn;cilyofGod

Th. chid'obj.ction 10 H..-mogen.s (as againsl ),-I...-cion), is Terrulli",,'s :Worn 'God is nol ifh. b. nol OIl". ),-!an..- is
introduc.d by H..-mogen.s as a s.cOlld firsl-principl. b.sid. God, '011 the sJIll.le,..1 with th.lo.-d' (Herm.. I), in Ofd..

10 explain cr.ation ""d its flaws. Terrulli"" ~·.s a c...-dUl slalemenl of the ...-gumenl of H..-mogen.s (Herm. 1-3) ""d
then sels about his rdUration.

, Thm i, no n"d to eli'put< • diifmnct in d.t<; '" ch I fOf Ofd" of compo'ition of T,rtulli",,', wotb Th, point i, th..
T,rtulli",,', diifmnt critici,m ofth, ....·0 ,i,w, i, t."d on th,;" Ofgutrl,nt Of lock of Ofgutrl,nt



A. I. God cr.al.d things 6th..- oUl ofhimsdf 0.- oUl ofnothing 0.- oUl of som.thing.
2. H. n6th..- mad. th.-m oUl ofhimsdfno.- oUl ofnothing.
3. Th..-d'Of. h. mad. things oUl of som.thing, mllndy man..-.

B. I. God was Io.-d and, as unchang.abl.lo.-d, must always han som.thing 10 Io.-d 0'-"-.
2. God, th. only cr.alOf,lo.-d ofth. UlJi,·,,-s', wholly oth..-, was s.1 in contrasllo man..- which was n6th..- cr.alOf no.

""d.

T..-rull:ian r"ph.s 10 this J:fgutllffil thaI 'God';s th. nam. of a subslanc. whi!. 'Io.-d';s th. nam. of a pow..-. God was
always God bUllo.-dship was a Jal..- additiOlI. As soon as things b.gan 10 .xisl, 0\...- which God could ""..-c;s. pow..-,
from thaI mom.m ofpow..-, 'h. b.cam.lo.-d and r.c.;.,·.d th. nam. (H~ml. 3A). H. could nol han b.ffi fath..
bd'Of. th. SOlI .xisl.d, nor a judg. until th..-. was sin 10 judg•. God b.cam.lo.-d through th. s."ic. ofth. things which
h. had mad•.

?\ow, is this 100 subl!. fOf H..-mogffi'S~ Th. bibl. off..-s simpl..- proof God is call.d 'God' until h. has compl.l.d
cr.atioo. Thffi and only thffi, is h. call.d 'Io.-d' (G.-n. 2.15). An ."..-n mo.-. Ob'1oUS r.bunal is off..-.d fOf th. mor.
obms.: if, as H..-mogffi'S claims, man..- is n6th..- born no.- mad., th.-n man..- must b. fr•• and God could nor b. its
Io.-d. In contrasl, from T..-rull:ian's positiOll, man..- ""periffic.d God as Io.-d only from th. momffil of cr.atiOll, wh.-n h.
""..-c;s.d th.lo.-dly pow..- which h. had hdd prol"ptically all along.

(ii)
Elemal.l1uller

H..-mog.-n.s' transc.-ndffil man..- has many inconsisl.-nci.s b.caus. it dffii.s th. :Worn of 0fI. God. Firsl of all it is
.qua!l}' unborn, unmad., .-r.-mal, unb.gun and withoUl ffid; and this, says T..-rull:ian, mahs it.quallo God who alon.;s
'I.-mal. Ifth..-.;s anything .Is. b.sid. him with th. sam. anribUl's, h.;s nol God. H..-mogffi'S has produc.d 1'.'-0 gods
which m.ans thaI h. has no God (on. plus on••quals non'), fOf unicity is pari ofb.mg God. '\\1131"'·"- bdongs 10
God, bdOflgs 10 him alon. (H~ml. 5.3). H..-mog.-n.s will d.-ny this and claim thaI God is srill firsl and
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incomparabl.; bUl 'how can h. b. fim Whffi man..- is cO-.-Iernal with him'" (Henn. 6.1). ),-!an..- is .quallo God in all
r,sp"cls,lacking no quality which is thoughllo b. sp"ciallo him.

H..-mogffi'S r"pli.s thaI man..- is inf..-ior 10 and dilf"-ffil from God, so th. axiom of on. God is nOl dffii.d. T..-rulIian
argu.s thaI whal is .-Iernal and ingffi..-al. cannOl b. inf..-ior 10 anything. Elernal God and .-Iernal man..- PO"'" .quaIl)'
'thaI compl.-l' and p.n.Cl f.licity ofwhich .-I..-nil}' is d.clar.d 10 cOflsisl' (Henn. 7.2). Th..-. can b. no d.gr••s of
@-iMyb.caus., by axiom, @-iMyisuniqu•. )'-!an..-cannOlpropffi}'b. submitt.d 10 God withoUl prompting man..-'s
juSI complaint "\1>0 submits m. 10 a god, who is my .qual in tim. and my .qual in ag.~ !fthis is don. b.caus. h. is
caIl.d "God", thffi I also han my 0\'" nam.; or rath..-, I am God and h. is man..-, b.caus. \n both ar. also thaI which
th. oth..- is' (Henn. 7A).

Th..-. is r.asOfl, claims T..-rulIian, for saying thaI H..-mogffi's' man..- is superior 10 God, b.caus. it pro,id.d God with
th. mal..-ial n,c,ssaf)' for his work. \\llal"·"- 0fI. us.s 0fI. n••ds, and whal"·..- 0fI. n••ds is sup..-ior 10 0fI•. )'-!an..-,
rich, opulffil and gffi,,-ous,lffil itsdflo th. God who n••d.d it 10 mal:. whal h. could nol mal:. oUl ofnothing. ),-!an..
did God a gr.al s.,-,ic. by ffiabltng him 10 b. known as God and caIl.d 'Almighly'; y.-l by ,irtu. of this s.,-,ic., it
dffii.d th. omnipolffiC' of God. Furth..-, al th. ",m. tim. as p.norming this s.,-,ic., it p.norm.d an "·ffi gr.al..
s.,-,ic. 10 itsdfby making itsdfGod's .qual and assislant.

H..-mogffi'S has achi,,·.d this knowl.dg. through th. philosoph..-s who ar. th. patriarchs of th. h..-.-tics. Cmainly th.
proph.-ls and apostl.s did nOl know all of this any mor. than did Christ. T..-rulIian's sarcastic asid. is important b.caus.
it shows th. sown ofhis id.as. It is from th. proph.-ls and apostl.s that T..-rulIian l.ams th. account of God which h.
folk>ws. Th..-. h. finds an unqualifi.d monoth6sm and this unqualifi.d monoth6sm is th. h.art of his gospd. As for
Paul, so for T..-rulIian, God is th. God who justifi.s th. ungodly, nlis.s th. d.ad and cr.at.s from nothing.

Th..-. is a furth..- possibility that God us.d man..-, which was "il, to achi,,·. som.thing for which h.lacl:.d th.
r.sowns; bUl ifh. had b.ffi lord and a good God h. would han transform.d th.
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"il malter imo something good b'£Ofe he used it. If the good God used "il malter, which he mmed, 10 mal:. a
UlJi,'erse, which thereby conlained "il, he was nol a free Jo.-d. If God, accOfdtng 10 Hermogenes, dr"v on a fOfeign
subslance 10 mal:. a world in which "il.xisls, then God is responsible fOf the "il which he has permitted. Ifhe had no
allernam'e way to mal:. a world, he could han rdrained from creatiOll. It was srupid fOf him 10 mal:. a world fOf his
mm gk,,-y, when the method of creation shmnd his debllo an alien and "il subslance.

(;;;)-
Eternal E,-if (Herm. fO---f6)

Hermogenes claims thaI creation from nothing means thaI "il must be imputed 10 the crealOf (Henn. 10.1). God must
cause "il. Tertullian' s r"ply is thaI no thffil)' of creation can aq,K! the permission of "il by the crealOf who thereby
appear' 10 be the cause of "il. Tertullian has ,,",'en his own answer 10 the p.-oblem of "il dsewhere. It is de .... thaI the
accounl ofHermogenes will nol do, fOf, 011 his p.-oposal, God was 6ther unable Of unwilling to amend the "il which is
intrinsic 10 malt..-. God must ther.£Ofe be 6th..- the seryant Of the friend of "il, since he associated with and created the
world out ofmalt..-.

Eternity and "il ....e incompatible, ....gues Tertullian (Henn. 11). \\nat is eternal cannot be subjecl!o anything, but what
is "il is subject 10 "il, ther.£Ofe what is eternal is incompatible with "il. God alone is God, because he is eternal. God
is good because he is God, ther.£Ofe God is the eternal, highest good. By contrast, there will be an end 10 "il and a
reslOfation of creation in all innocence and purity. E'il has an end and must also han had a beginning.

Ifmalt..- be "il \n cannot explain the good things that han been made from it (Henn. 12-H). Ifwe say that malter is
"il by nann, \n face further difficulties (Herm. 12). \\lIat is eternal is immutable, and fOf Hermogenes malter is
eternal, so malter is immutable. Again, fOf Hermogenes malter is "il, but malter is immutable so malter must always be
"il. Yet, fOf Hermogenes, if good things han been created out ofmalt..-, and malter is always "il, then malter must
han suffered change, which is imposSIble because of its eternal immutability. If good things ....e made from



,,-jj malter (H~nn. 13), without a ,ub'lantial chang. in malt..-, ther. mighl b. a disco.-danl and good d.",ffil in malt..-.
:>-!alter would thffi han no COllllllOfl narur.; God would nol b. th. ,over6gn cHalOf "·ffi of good thing,; and God
would b. ,till mo.-. ,ubj.cllo malt..-.

\\-. could avcid this probl."" how,,·..-, by allowing God a, cr.alOf of good thing, 10 produc. th.", by his 0\'" will
without b.coming ,ubj.cllo malt..- (H~nn. I~). Th. difficully with thi, dd'ffic. i, thaI God would al,o han 10 produc.
,,-jj thing, from malt..-; h. could nOl han don. this by hi, own fr•• will, and therd'Of' h. would ,till b. th. ,",Tanl of
malt..-. Th. ,ubj.ction ofGod 10 anything i, inadmisSlbl.: it would b. b.lter 10 han him cr.al. ,,-jj thing, out ofnothing
than 10 los. hi, ,over6gn fr••dom. In contrasl, ifmalter conlain, nothing good and God fr••I}' cr.al.d good, thffi God
must han cr.al.d good from nothing.

If good wer. mad. nffiher from malter no.- from God, but ofn.c.,siI}' from nothing, th. ,over6gn God could ,till mal:.
all thing, (including "il) from malter (H~nn. 15). But malter i, ,uperfluou" b.caus. it i, al mo,1 th. a,sislanl ofGod in
th. cr.ation of ,,-jj (H~nn. 16) and God r.",ain, ,over6gn cr.aIOf. ),-!alt..- b.mg r.dundanl, God mad. all thing, from
nothing. Th. notion thaI God cr.al.d ,,-jj rai,., difficulti.,; but it would b. prd'erabl. fOf God 10 han cr.al.d ,,-jj fr••I}'
than 10 han cr.al.d ,,-jj from malt..-.

(i.)-
Exege,i. ofScrip lUI>! (Herm. 19-J1)

Cr.ation from nothing may also b. prond from th. unicity ofGod, which i, Terrullian', overriding conc.",. Hi,
,0'·er6gn wisdom i, d.cla:r.d by ,criprur. (Rom. 11.33lf.) and h. n••d.d no ,ubslanc. 10 guid. him (H~nn. 17). Thi,
wi,dom may b. "ffi a, God', inslrumffil, gffieral.d by him fOf th. wo.-k of cr.ation (H~rm. 18). If "·ffi God',
wisdom wer. born and cr.al.d, ther. cannOl b. anything unborn and uncr.al.d ""c"p1 God. God', wisdom and wo.-d
cannol b. ,urpass.d by malter in th. way Hermogffi" wish.,. Scriprur. dominal" th.,. rhirr.ffi chapler" and
Hermogffi'S inlerpr.-ration, ofGffi. 1.1 (H~nn. 19-22), G"". l.2a (H~nn. 23-9) and G"". l.2b (H~nn. 30-2) a:r. all
disput.d.
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To this scriplUrJl d.nlil Jlloth... proofof cr.ation oUl ofnothing is add.d_ Th. UlJi,-...s. would d"-;"-. ultimal.!y from
nothing. ."-..,, ifit w.... mad. from mall... (Henn_ 33)_ Th. rul. offailh d.cbr.s thaI God alon. is ing.."...al•. Jlld all
.Is. musl b. mad. by God from nothing_ This b.lid'is cOllftrm.d by th. finol r.duction of all things 10 nothing. as
scriplUr' d.cL.... s. Jlld whal has Jll.."d musl han had a b.ginning_ \\nal is p..-ishabl. cannOl b. th. produCI of .1..,-,lJ!
mall...; lllOf. fittingly. God wOfks th. oth... way Jlld trJllsfOllllS our p..-ishabl. f1.sh inlo .-I...-nol f1.sh. 'thaI \n mighl
b.li.,,-. thaI h. alon. rais.d up th. UlJi,-...s. from nothing inlo .xisl.."C•. wh..". sinc. wh.." it did nol .xisl. it was. as it
W"". d.ad' (Henn_ 3~A)_

(»-
Contradictory· Condition, of.!Jaller (Herm. J5---40)

T..-rulliJll proc••ds 10 show thaI th. condition of H..-mog..".s' mall... is full of contradictions which cOllftrm its non
.xisl.."C._ It was nol corpo.-.Jl b.caus. it was a kind ofmotion. Jlld nol incorpo.-.Jl b.caus. it produc.d bodi.s; y.-l
th.... is no indication of a third class of things 10 which it mighl bdong (Henn_ 35)_ H..-mog..".s all.-mpls JllOth...
accounl (Henn_ 36) in which mall is partly corpo.-.Jl (from which bodi.s a:r. mad.) Jlld partly incorpo.-.Jl (th.
irr.gula:r motion which gOY...-ns mall )_ )'-lotion. how.,,-.... which will com. up fOf lal... discussion. is Jll accid.."l. Jll
action. Jlld n.,,-... a subsIJllc._

Th. nnl contradiction from H..-mog..".s is thaI mall... is nol good Jlld nol."il a singularly n.gam-. accounl (Henn_
37)_ !fit is nOl good it musl b• ."il. Jlld ifnOl."il it musl b. good_ !fGod cannol impron good Of."il mall.... th.." h.
musl b. inf..-io.- 10 it_ Again. wh.." H..-mog.n.s d.scrib.s mall... as ha,-ing a plac. bdow God (,uajac,·"", d"o)
(Henn_ 38_1). h. gi-.-.s it a spac. Jlld a sh".,•. in spit. ofhis claim thaI it is inftniI. b.caus• .-I...-nJl_ !fhis accounl has
b• .." modifi.d. by a pupil. so thaI th. infinity ofmall... b. only Jll infinity in tim•. this contradicls H..-mog..".s who
appli.s spatiol cal.gori.s 10 mall..._God cannOl sh".,. mall... as a whol•. bUl only in pa:r1S.

Oth... contradictions a:ris. from th. way in which mall...



chJllg.s. Firsl (H~ml. 39), th. chang.s which man..- und..-gOl's ar. only nplicabl. if iI is di-isibl., Jlld this is
incompatibl. with ils .-I..-niI}'. H=g"",s' lllOf. subtl. claim thaI all th. pa:rlS conlain th. whol. is .qua!l}' imposSlbl.,
b.caus. th. Pf,s",,!l}' nisting pa:rlS ofman..- dilf..- drastica!l}' from ils old..- cons!iru""IS. Fina!l}' (H~rm. ~O) chJllg. is
contradiclOl)', wh"" H=g"",s claims thaI (i) man..- chJllg.d fOf th. b.n..- Jlld (;,) man..- was a mod.! fOf th. world.
l\Of CJll th. world b. a mirrOf rdl.ction ofman..-, fOf man..- is unadom.d Jlld th. world is Jll Ofd..-.d cosmos. E,'"" if
th. world w..-. a rdl.ction ofman..-, th. whol. ofman..- could nol b. known from ils now ,iSlbl. pa:rls. Anoth..
inconsisl""cy is H=g"",s' claim thaI th. pa:rlS ofman..- shap.d by God may Pfo,id• .,id""c, ofoth..- man..- which
has nol b."" so chJllg.d.

(,-i)-
Contradictory' .I/o/ion of.l/aller (Herm. 41-J)

Ifth. condition ofman..- b. contradiclOl)', so also is th. motion which is ascrib.d 10 iI (H~ml. ~1-3). On th. on. hJlld,
th. motion ofman..- is chaotic, Ii... boiling wal..-, Jlld, on th. oth..- hJlld, this motion is .quabl., .,..-II!}' balJllc.d
bmn"" good Jlld .,-il. \\1lil. man..- hpl ils dislJllc. from good Jlld.,il iI was d.-l..-min.d by th= both. Furth..-, if
good Jlld.,il d.I..-min. man..-, th." must b.locallik. man..-, th..-d"Of. corpor.al, Jlld th..-d"Of. SUbSIJllC'S, which is
impossibl•.

How CJll th. motion ofman..- both aim al forml.ssn.ss Jlld d.sir. 10 b. ord..-.d by Go,!? How CJll iI b. un.quallo
God, y.1 han som.lhing in common with him (H~rm. ~2)~ How CJll th. motion ofman..- b. both nh=",,1 Jlld slow
(H~ml. ~3)~ \\"ith furth..- contradiction, H=g.n.s claims thaI man..- is nol.,il by naW. but capabl. ofr.gulation by
God; h. th"" gOl'S on 10 claim thaI man..- had Jll.,il naW. which illosl wh"" God s.-l iI in ord..-.

How did cr.ation happffi~ H=g"",s r.j.cls th. Sloic id.a thaI God p...,-ad.s man..- Jlld h. s••s cr.ation as th.
df.cl of di-i:n. b.aUl}', 6th..- through ils :lpp"arJllc. 10 man..- or as th. df.cl of a di-i:n. magn.-l on scan..-.d particl.s.
If, 3S TmulliJll



thinks impossibl., th... ,,,,,"npb w..-. rd"'JllI, th..-. would b. a poinl of tim. Whffi God approach.d th. world; bur
for H..-mogffi" mall..- Jlld God a:r• .-r..-nal Jlld of 011. ,ub'IJllc,. God, ind••d, is "'..-,,,-h..-. Jlld could n.",,- han
b.ffi fa:r rffilOnd from mall..- (Herm.. ~~).

According 10 ,cripnn, God mad. th. world by his pow..-s ofword Jlld wisdom. 'His glory is th. gr.al..- b.cau.. h.
labOlnd' in cr.ation, pr"pa:ring th. world by his wisdom Jlld ,tr.-rching our th. h.""ffiS by his und,,-'IJllding. God's
incompr.hffisibl. judgffilffils Jlld undisco,-..-abl. way' (Rom. 11.33) poinllo on. JllSW..-: "\nal .I.. do th... words
conny thJll: "How Iru.r All things w..-. mad. our ofnothingr" For th.y could nOl b. Compr.hffid.d nor discm·..-.d
,an by God alon.; oth.",,-j.., ifth." d"-;"'. from mall..-, th." would admit of disco,-..-y Jlld Compr.hffision' (Herm..

~5.5f.).

(,-ii)-
Commelll

To th. mod..-n r.ad..-, H..-mogffi" accounl has ils 'trffigth. God was always lord, which m.JllI thaI God was always
cr.alor, which impli.d thaI h. ord..-.d a pa:rl ofmall..- Jlld produc.d a cosmo,.' :>-!all..- was ord..-.d by rdl.cting th.
God who app.a:r.d 10 iI Jlld who.. b.aury produc.d th. cosmo,. Cr.ation,lih a magn.-tic forc., pull.d pa:rticb inlo a
pall..-n(Herm.. ~~.1).

God Jlld mall..- both han a sdf-gffi..-al.d, .-r..-nal motion (Herm. . .\2.3). ),-!all..- is inftnir. Jlld God r.gulal" only a
pa:rl of it; bur th. whol. is knmm from ils r.gulal.d pa:rl (Herm.. 39.2). Th. world is th. mirror ofmall..- (Herm.. ~O.2).

God sh"P"s mall..- which is chJllg.abl. Jlld di\-;"bl•. Th. motion ofmall..- is both "..-,' swift Jlld "..-,' slow, so thaI
motion (lih mall..- ilsd!) is withour qualily.

Th. poinl of H..-mogffi" position is thaI mall..- is nol shap.d in ils ffitir.-ry bur only in its pa:rl,3 this Itmiration is th.
call" of .,il(Herm.. 38.3). God n.",,- 'lopS shaping mall..- Jlld th..-. is alway, som. unsh"P"d mall..-ldt 0""-.
Con..quffirly, in th. world, th..-. is always .,1dffiC. Jlld counl..--.,idffiC. of God's

, Cf ¥.ippoh-ru,. F.'I S.IO

, 'me to" f.brico"". std part" <iu,'



At first sight, Terrulli"" seems unreasonable, because he dffiies the propriety of contradiction in mall..- aft..- ha,-ing
insisted that th..-e is ""tilhesis in all things.' Howe,.-..-, he is ...-guing fOf the inconsistency of Hermogenes, fOf whom as a
Platonist contradiction implies non-existence ""d whose mall..- is ideal ""d tr""scendent. As a Stoic, Terrulli"" could
gi.'e a dilf..-ent account ""d still pres..-,"" the unicily of God ""d the tr""scffidffice of a creatOf. The imm""ffice of
di--ine seed in the world did not preclude the ind"!>ffidence of the creatOf from his creation.

B-
A2aiasl fbe Valeafiaiaas

This sholl wo.-k raises problems fOf the mod.,." read..- who has access to m""y Gnostic wo.-h. Thelibr...-y of?\'ag
Hammadi is more abstract th"" the \.alentini"" stOl)' which Terrulli"" discusses, although ?\'ag Hammadi writings ...-e still
descripu..'e rath..- th"" ...-gutllenlau..'e.' Terrulli"" cannot add greatly 10 our kno,,'ledge of the Gnostic mo,.-ement; he
shows that the fonns of Gnosticism which flourished in his time ""d place w..-e more ,,,'id th"" those which sllf',,'ed in
lat..- d",'otional reading. This is what \H should expect ""d th..-e is no incompatibility bmHen the two fonns. FOf
example, the GOJpel ofTrorh presents the same narrau..'e

, :-:.""d" "~o" ofH.rmog.n"

Di. Bil<lung d" :,!...ri. <!u<ch Gott i" .in. un.ndlich. Auf~.b. und immer bl.ib, .in d" Bil<lung widmtr.b.nd" R."
ruNck So, "g' ", U,,, ,ich, wi. d., Gonz. in d.n Th.ilen. <lit :,!."ri. 01, d., rumGrund. li.g.nd. in d"Wtl, erhnntn
th.il, w., ,i. <!u<ch <lit g6ttlich. bild.nd. Kroft werd.n konn", th.il, w., in ihr d., oller Bil<lung Widmtr.b.nd. i". D., 01"
Ch.o, U,,, ,ich b.i oll" Sch6nh.i, und O<dnung in d" W tl, doch immer noch 01, d., rum Grund. li.g.nd. erhnn.n; "
"h.in, <!u<ch mitt.n <!u<ch <lit herg.>ttn" O<dnung. (God', ,h.ping of m.tter i, "" un.n<ling ta,k ""d thm i, oIw.n •
,,,idu. which ,,,im form.tion. So, H.rmog.n" ,.n, ., the whole m.y b. known in the pm" m.tter m.y b. "cogniz.d .,
the sub,truetu" ofth. wodd, portly., th.. which com" from God', ord.ring power ""d portly., th.. which ,,,im ,,'erY
"nd.ncY'o o,d". Th. ""ci.nt ch.o, c"" b. "cogniz.d ., fundam.ntol in oll the wodd', o,d" ""d b••u"·; it 'W.""
throughout the .".bli,h.d ord".j Ar.tigno"tik"" "J. Ci"d Tr<ath ag~in:;tHmnogm,,,, tr. 1. H. W.,rink .lCW(london
1916),9'f

'S" .bon. ch.'

, Th. tr"",l.tion of Republic lSSf i, innocent ofoll logicol undm'",,<lin~ but illumin.", the im.g.'" ofth. Go"p,lofThoma:: J.
S", Th, Sag .'hmmadi Libr~ry' in Engli"h, tr"",l."d und" the direction of Jam" :,!. Robin,on (ltiden. 19)1),2'!(1f.



ffiO"emenl as th. \.al.minianism of Ir.na""s and T.nullian - th. phas. of ""Iension is fon",nd firsl by a phas. of
concentration and then by a phas. of disp..-sion and r.-rum 10 unity through th. sa"OIJf.· Th..-. is no ground for
dissociating popular Gnosis from its gr.all.ad..-s.' In any cas., it was popular Gnosticism which troubl.d T.nullian and
Irena""s. Th..-. is much 10 l.arn from this shorr work, although mod.,." Gnostic innstigalors find it distr.ssing, b.caus.
it do.s nol co,-..- th. "id. scop. ofth. Gnostic ffiO"emenl as it continu.s 10 ffil..-g. loday'

\\ny do.s T.nullian mock th. \.alentinians and noltry 10 r.ason with them~ Firsl, Gnostics mochd ordinary Christians
as n",,', and srupid; T.nullian had 10 bounc. th. mock"')' back. From Paul onwards th. fony ofth. cross was ridicul.d
by Gr••k and J.w. Th. mocking ofth. sa'1our was pari of .,."'), Gospd passion narrau..". Justin b.gs th. J.ws (dial.
HI.I): 'Do nol spl'ak.,il ofhim who was crucifi.d and do nol mock al his slr:ip.s, for by thffil all may b. h.al.d, as
w. han b.en h.al.d.' S.condly, simphcity nor sophistication is th. way 10 know and d.dar. God; by itsdf, wisdom
do.s him ,1olenc. and bmays him. Th. children did nor sholll 'Crucify' (Val. 2,3.1). Thirdly, \.alentinians daim.d
immunity from argumenl which th." d.clar.d was supffiicial. Th6r id.as w..-. 100 profound for r.ason. Th6r prof.ss.d
logical immunity and th6r prd'..-enc. for a.sth.-tic D rath..- than logical consid..-ations mad. thffil ,1l1n..-abl. 10 humour.
Fourthly, this kind ofthcosophy a1is.s for thos. who can hand!. SIO!)' or pion""", bill nollogic. It off..-s entry inlo a
high..- world. F6gn.d superiority masks ddic;ency and should th..-d'or. nor b. laken s..-iously. Finally, incarnation was
foolishn.ss 10 th. Gnostics b.caus. it miud languag. abolll th. pl..-oma with languag. abolll th. world, God-Ialk with
world-Ialk. T.nullian wanl.d 10 show thaI if you sray.d in th. transcendenl r.ahn, it was ,,'en .asi..- 10 lalk nonsens •.

, A, Romock ,ou~, to do md w., "futed bY K. Koschorh, Di. Pol.",ik dor Gno,,'ik<r g.gm de;:; kirGhli, h. C/1J'i".nw",
(l,idon. 1915), 6

; A" \"tr" ""ntl" ;" th, firu wOO; of A. H. B. lo~m, Gno,,'i, tru,h arJ CrJi,,'ian hor.,,>, (Edinbur~ 19'i5)

D S.. H. U. "on BoIth.,,,,,, '0" ilsth,tisch, :.!"tho,' ;" H.rrU,hkd, .im '};.ologi"Gh~.b};~'ik, "01. D (Ln,i,d,ln Ig5l), J)---ll
II Th. glory' of'};~ lord(Edinbur~ IgS~), "01. D, J)---l.



AI the ,.me time, \ -Jlentini.m could nol be igno.-ed, bec.use th"}' w..-e p.rtly righl. Th"}' hod put the di--ine economy

imo the being of God, which i, ex.clly wh.1 T..-rul1i"" did. Th"}' did nol ,ee how f..- it h.d 10 be demythologized" into
,omething lih • theology of the trinily (with three p..-,on, ""d one ,ub'l""ce). Rec.pitulotion i, exphcilly tr""sfonned
by Clemenl ofAlex""dri. with the ),·liddle Plolonic ?\ous (,Irom. ~ .25.155-7). Both T..-rul1i"" ""d Clemenl hep ,ome
mythology but they m.ke m""y IogicJl mon, '" wen.

T..-rul1i"" fonow, Iren.eu, .1 m""y poinl' but th..-e ..-e dilf..-ence,. Iren.eu, repon, without ",tire exCepl for the le..-,
of Sophia (haer. 1A.3f.) ""d ,pecimen, of\-Jlentinj"" exegesi, (haer. 1.3.6,8.1) wh..-e", T..-rul1i"" omit, \ -Jlentinj""

exegesi, bec.use it i, incomp.tible with thelit..-..-y genre he h", cho,en. T..-rul1i"" i, more conci,e ""d de..-, for.
narral'O mu,1 be short, de..- ""d h.n ,ome prob.bility."

T..-rul1i"" h", direcl knowledge of\-JlentinjJlli"". He h", re.d the Syllogi,m, ofAlex""d..- (cam. 15.3 ""d 17.1) ""d
.lle"'l p.m of the halm, of\-Jlentinus (cam. 17.1 ""d 20.3). It i, unlikely th.1 he h.d re.d the Go,p<Jl of Trolh he
doe, nol cite it wh..-e", he doe, cite ),-!..-cion ""d Alex""d..-; he mu,1 h.n known of it, exi'lence from Iren.eu,; but
perhop, he did nol w""llo gOo'e pubhcity 10 it, or p..-hop, he look the tiIle '" • ref..-ence 10 the .b,tr,cllruIh of the
gospel ""d nollo • ,pecific writing.

\\1,"1 doe, T..-rul1i""len b"}'ond th.1 which \n m.y 1e= from Iren.eu,~ He len, of\-Jlentinus Jlllbition,

di'JPPDinlmenl ""d ruprure from the church (cf. cam. 1.3). He gOo'e, us new nJllle, ofmemb..-, of the ,chool
Theotimus "" exegele, Axionicus who 'lJyed fJilhfu1lo \ -Jlentinus ""d Alex""d..- who "Tole Syllogi,m,. \\-e JI,o le=
(Val. 11.2) th.1 the di-ision of the e.>!ern fo!k>w..-, (Theodolo" B..-de,,,,,e, ""d ),-!..-k) from the we,lem fo!k>w..-,

(Ptolemy ""d H..-.cleOfl) occurred bec.use of the .ccounl gOo'en of the proce,sion or function of Chri'l ""d the holy
,pirit. The fonn..- w..-e more fJilhfu1lo \ -Jlentinus th"" the loll..-. The p..-JlIel which he dr.w, with the Eleu,ini""
my'lerie, i, re,tricled 10 the poinl of ,ecrecy. Scorp,ac<J ,e1> out the \ -Jlentinj"" .ttirude 10 mJfl}Tdom.

"Rhi' Hir, l.l', 'bf"i" dilucid.. \'tri ,imili,'



\\nal T..-rulIi"" I.ns of th. \ -JI.mini"" incarnation (cam.) ""d r.sUlT.ction (re• .), coh..-.s with whal \n l.arn from th.
Go.pel ofPhil,p ""d th. Epi.rle 10 Rhegino•.

:-'-Iosl impon""l of all, \n may nol. thaI T..-rulIi"" is again influffiC.d by his oppollffilS. Th. I=s demiurgw,

.ub.ranlivw, .ub.ranlimli. ""d inna.<cibili. show \ -Jlffitini"" origin, whi!. h. us.s J.lOVOYEviJ~ for Y Jlffitini""
I.aching ""d un,'cw ""d unigenilw for or!hodox doctrin.sl) His accounl of th. trinily us.d th. l..-minologi.s offorms
""d p"-SOllS, ""d prolalio for th. mon1llffil from fath..- 10 SOlI. E\"ffi Irinila.< ilsdf probably cam. from th.
\-Jl.ntini"",. Th. rdation ofper.ona ""d .ub.ranlia (Val. ~.2, 7.3, 7, 5) is nol found in Irffiarns or ds.wh..-. in th.s.
rhr•• specific cOIIlnls." Of cours. th..-. ;s no m..-. tr""sposition ""d th. finJl form of th. id.a;s dilf"-ffil. This ;s
.,idffil in adver.w Praxean 8.1 wh..-. h. dd'ffids his us. ofth. borrmnd 1=.

(;)-
SID",· Q"d SQli",

T..-rulIi"" fonows th. form of a narrario, a liI..-a:ry gffif. which C"" b. approprial' 10 "'ffils which in,i1. humour.
C;c..-o" hamil.s humour with car., so as 10 pr.s.".', dignity ""d gra'-iI}·. Th. form folk>ws similar d.",,,,,ds of
d.COfUlll." .Varrario in T..-rulIi"" looks 10 th. plac. ofth. slory in a discours., th. form of "" acruJl n=ation, ""d 10
th. procNhn fonmnd in disCfNliting iI. This rhr.d'old characl..- of narrario (hi.roria, fabula ""d argumenrum)'
s.-ls th. IinJiIs ""d ffiSur.S T..-rulIi",,' s originJlily ""d succ.". H. tr.als th. myth as a 'dram. bourg"';s' ""d pro\id.s
nol a parody, bur 'un. adaptation rom""c"" which;s COll'1ncing ""d nol a pi.c. ofbulfOOllM)·." A narrario should
PO"'" br.,-iI}', Iuc;dily ""d ,'..-isimililud•."

T..-rulIi",,;s mor. COllC;S. ""d pr.c;s. th"" Irffiarns was in his

" Ibid., Illf, niL 2'1jf S.. 01,0 :'!oing', Tl;itologi. "'init~ir< d. Tmullim "01. II 66Sf

" d. or~tor<UiJ.<, of J-C. ,,,douill, (II')' Con". I.,; r"a'-ontinion::, SC lS~ (l>S~), 16

",~ ,uffi, .1. "n=.tion" hit.","" d, p"ndt, 1, ton d, 1. oom'<li, ou d, 1. ,.tir,' ,,,douill, ibid. IJ

,- Rbit Hitr. I.llL of Cic.. d. i>1\'ont UJ.

"lih th, .lpo,olo'ynto'i'

"Rhit Hitr. l.ll



attack on \.al.minianism. H. I.ns a b.tt..- SIOl)' with a suslain.d and Ii-·dy rhythm. '0 Th..-. was always som. dang..
thaI his criticism would nol b. Ial:.., s.nously. How.,,·..-, h. had • ...-li..- ",.gu.d againsl sp"cific aSp"cls of
\.al..,tinianism. In d<J can", ChriJli, h. attachd a doc.tic chrislology; in d<J reJurreaion<J monuorom, h. dd'..,d.d
th. r.Sl1lT.ction ofth. f1.sh; in d<J anima, h. rdUt.d th. doctrin. ofthr•• nanns and th. dualism of spirit and soul; in
,corpiace, h. attachd Gnostic obj.ctions 10 mart}Tdom; and in adverJu.l Prax<Jan, h. r.j.C1.d Gnostic affill'.

\.al..,tinians han abandon.d 1ruIh, h. says, in ord..- 10 indulg. th.ir gifI for Idling slOri.,; th.y lack a controlling
disciplin. which mighl gi\.• ord..-Io th.ir doctrin.s or practic.s; and th.ir sol= s.cr.cy und..-iin.s th. guill which li.s
bdund th.ir practic•. T..-rullian comp"".s th.ir I.achings with thos. of th. Elrnsinian mysl..-i.s wh..-. s.cr.cy is a cov..
for sham., th. m·.-y.",.s p..-iod of initiation and th. subs.qu"'l vow of sil..,c. plac. b.lid's b.yond scrutiny, th.
mysl"')' of th. s.al.d longu. signifi.s '-iriliI}'.

Fr••dom from logical control has ..,abl.d \.al.ntinians 10 Ial:. th. rich ,·ari.-l}' of scripnn, with its nam.s, tiIl.s and
I.aching, and concocl for th.ir own pl.asur. figm.,m which ",.. as unr.al as th." ",.. foul. \\11.., confronl.d by sinc..-.
innstigation, th.y mal:. thr•• dilf..-..-l1 r.spolls,s, all ofwhich aq,K! logical disputation. Th." may knit th.ir brow and
sial. sol."wy, 'Th. subj,cl is profound' (Val. I A). Th.y may Ial:. am·anlag. of th. ambiguiti.s of th.ir l..-minology
and claim, 'But \n agr•• with you.' \\11." som.on. who knows th.ir I.aching qu.stions th=, th." affirm th.ir
innoc..,c. through ignoranc., claiming, by sdf-immolation, '\\.• know nothing.' (Th.ir m.thod is 10 p..-suad. firsl and
th." I.ach. Th. discipb of IruIh I.ach firsl in ord..- 10 p..-suad•.)

Common Christians ",.. simpl., \.al.ntinians claim, nol "is•. But a littl. simpl. "isdom is btl!..- than bad "isdom
(minus sap..-. quam P"ius') (Val. 2.2). Christians ",.. both dons and S..-p."IS; ind••d th. don is btl!..- than th.
S..-p.,,1 b.caus. th. don Ions th. simplicity ofhigh OP'" plac.s, th. lighl and th••asl which is th. sunris. of Chrisl,
wh..-.as th. snal:. wri,,-o;J.s inlo s.cr" hob and labyTinthin. obscuriti.s (Val. 3.1).

'0 Fftdouill•. Con".. I" (-"':mlt"t.,,::. 2J



Truth is open JIld unash.m.d.s it ru:ms from mJllY gods 10 on. God (Val. 3.2). BUllo ru:m from mJllY gods 10 JIloth..
crowd of gods, 10 ru:m from wh.1 is cl.", JIld open 10 wh.1 is hidden is JIl offenc. 10 fJilh. \\lIen th. whol. n.w SIO!)' is
lold, r.con.ction of child-hood fJiry-IJI.s;s fonO\nd by b.wild..-menl.1 th. mJllY .=s, th.;,- m...-ri.g.s JIld th.;,
offspring, 'th. f.bb JIld endbs gen.Jlogi.s' ofwhich th. JPOstl. (l Tim. I A) spoh. Th';'- compos..-s "'. nO! simpl.
bUl 'cl.,·..-' in th. b.d sens., .s th"}' chum oUl slOri.S, withoUl cl.", dd'enc. or ins!ruction. This is th.;,- cl.,·..-n.", y.1
th. simpl. h.n bUllo unco'·,,- th.ir.,il syslffillo d.stroy thffil. For th. 'simpl' know it JII JIld when th"}' dispby th•
.,il s.cr.-ls th. whol., d.bofJl. cons!ruction fJIIs 10 th. ground.

\\110, h••sks, "'. th. \·JI.miniJlls (Val. ~)~ Th.y do nollih th.;,- n.m. b.c.us. th.y h.n disO\m.d th.ir found..-,
withoUl d.s.rung his I••ching. \'Jlentinus, when h. fJil.d 10 b. chosen.s • bishop, s.-l .boUlIO d.stroy th.lrulh." H.
pichd up. clu. from JIl JIlc;enl sou,n JIld worhd on it with subtl.-l}'. H. d.scrib.d mJllY .=s within God wh..-••s
Ptolffil'.us pUl th.s••=s oUlsid. God. om..-s introduc.d th.;,- own ,.Jri.!}, (""c"p1 for Axionicus ofAntioch who
sruck by Y JI.ntinus). H..-.sy, Iih • prostinll., \n",s • dilf..-enl dr." ••ch dJy, JIld so th. \.JI.miniJlls hJil ••ch
nonlty.s • n.,v r.,·d.tion JIld tr.c•••ch inno'·,tion 10. spiriruJl gift. In th. r.sulting ch.os, d.spil. th.ir dishon.s!}',
th"}' .dmit th.;,- .,'denl dis.gr'ffilenl (/Ial. ~A).

T.-ttulliJll th..-d'or. must go b.ck 10 th. originJl slJlffilenls of th. ftrsll••ch..-s JIld nol b. conlenl with p..-iph..-Jl
""tr"'·.gJllc,s (Val. 5.1). Th..-. "'. c",duny "Tilten .ccounls of th.ir I••ching which com. from th.ir conlffillXJfJri.S
from Justin, ),-!i!ti.d.s, Iren• .us (JIl "".cl innstig'lor) JIld, dos..-Io hom" Proculus who combin.s dignity, ch.stity,
old .g. JIld ChristiJll doquenc•.

T.-ttulliJll' s complJinI .gJinsl th. \.JlentiniJlls ;s th.1 th"}' us.d words withoUllogicJl control. For th"}' g"'.• no r••sons
for th.;,- proc.ssion of .=s (Val. 6.1; d. Iren• .us, haer. 1.11) JIld JIlyon. could m.h up. Iisl ofnJlll's which h.d
no b.sis in r.Jlil}' JIld w.s b.chd by no kind of "'gumenl. Furth..-mor., th..-. w..-. strong

" On \'ol,ntinus him"lf '" th, >ttong "" fod':, onhodo",· J'f",ntod bY C. :'!ubchi" f",:ml;nu:; Gno",;,u:;O
(Tubmgm lWi)



arguments agJinst the many awns. As Irffiarns had pointed our, they d..,ended on the fallacy of infinite regress, since
each ffithusiast added a few more ultimate aCOlls to show his higher knowledge. They denied the logical necessity for

one 6:pXll ,namely, that if there are 1\'-0 or more beginnings, there has to be another, more ultimate, first-principle to
determine the relation belweffi them.

The multiplication ofhyposrases was to pron, after lamblichus, the pattern oflater Platonism. lamblichus and Proclus
, '9

pro,-Kied argumffit for the mon, insisting on the need for imparticibles (alJ-~ ~K"Ta). Their case has beffi supported
by one recffit \uiter with the claim that multiplication of intermediaries makes the first-principle both more Iranscffidffit
and more accessible." The logic is, howe,-er, suspect since it can be I\,-ice as hard to mon A-X and X-B than to mon
A-B. Two relations han to be prond instead of one. I han called this 'the bureaucratic fallacy' and it explJins why
some later Platonists lapsed into sUffice. \\1>0 has not, in modern times, beffi reduced to helpless sUffice by an
interminable bureaucracy~

In exegesis, the place of logic had beffi emphasized by Irffiacus and later by Clemffit. The chief pursuit of exegesis was

the O:KoII.ovBia of scriprure. Irffiacus compares Gnostic exegesis with the concoction of ,,-Kiely s..,arate lines of
Homer (haer. L9A). Gffiuinelines of Homer are used to ten a story Homer ne,-ertold."

The Gnostic substirution ofmyth for dialectic was equally abhorrffitto Clemffit ofAlexandria, for whom dialectic was
the highest way 10 tru!h. In the ffid,logic gan way 10 \1sion and participation; bur it was not permissible to opt our of
the logical process at the beginning rather than the ffid of the quest. Clemffit produced a handbook of logic which has
historical significance in the denlopmffit of Christian thwlogy and European thought.

" A. C. lloyd, Th, low :-:,oplatoni"', in A. H. .\rm>trong (,d.). n. Cambridg. Hi"ory' ofla,.r Gr..k arJ Ear/)' .lfod/ir\d
Ph/locophy, (C"",bridg', 1%)),212-))1 (282). Thi, doirn c"" ctrt.m1y b, d,f,nd,d bY th, m,d fOf p,,,,hologicol
acclimatization. Awu,m" oftt""",nd,nct b,gin, mu ""d ,nd, of""

" A ,imil"" concoction com" from th, 'p,ohng "atu, of .'J,,,,,,dria. S.. G. Kaib,l, Ep/grammal~dod/calOr/a (B,rlin ISiS).
LOW; 1. Doni,lo1.1, .If.,;,;ag.....angil/qu• ., <u/wr< h611'n/"/qu. (T oum"" 1%1), 82---l; R. L Wilhn, Th, hom,ric c",,'o in
lana,m 'Ag.m" Em,i,,', L9.', f--e, 21 (1%1), 21-H, 1. :'!"",ftld, Her.,;lograph), in wn"xI (l,id""IW2), Iliff.



Po~. 198

\\-. may nOl., in passing, thaI any mod..,." accounl ofGnosticism, Christian thrology and philosophy musllah accounl
of thr•• ins.cur. dicholomi.s, Th. firsl conc..,."s th. dicholomy bmnffi sp"cubtion and ...-gutnffil, FOf id.alisls of th•

• arl}' n'-ffiti.th CffilUr)', philosophy was a man..- of symm and sp.cubtion, whil. fOf th. analytic philosophy which has
dominal.d r.cffil thoughl, philosophy is a man..- of ...-gumffil, This ...-gumffil may b. dug our ofwritings which ...-. nol
normally consid..-.d philosophical;" bur it has 10 b• ...-gumffil, FOf logical analysIs, Gnosis is throsophy nOl philosophy,
,,'h..-.as id.alisls find a sysl..,." of thoughl in Gnosticism and pur it alongsid. philosophy," \\1lil. fono,,-ing an analytic

position, it r=ains posSlbl. 10 s•• th. poinl which id.alisls w..-. making, partly b.caus. som• ...-gutnffil is usually found
in sp"cubm,. sysl=s and partly b.caus. th..-. is always som. continuity across th. mosl drastic philosophical chang.,
Gnostics miud philosophical and biblicall..-ms 10 Pfoduc. a sp.cubm,. sysl..,.","

Th. qu.stion of dd'tnition is rdl.C1.d in th. approach 10 Gnosis in dilf"-ffil pam of th. world, In England, th..-. has 
with nolabl. nc"ptions - b.ffi bs ffithusiasm b.caus. of th• .-mpirical and logical conc..,."s ofphilosophy, In ?\0fIh
Am..-ica, th..-. has b.ffi r.al ffithusiasm b.caus. of a phffiomffiological approach, th. h..-irag. ofnarur. mysticism
from Tho.-.au and Em..-son, ,- and th. flighl from authority," In G..-many, b.caus. of .,uSlffitialism Of id.alism th..-. has

b.ffi inl..-.Sl in Guosis as Rehg'on.lphiloJoph'''' '"

" A, B.m""d Willi""" h., dont with Hom... S.. hi, Sham. arJ .\'"""tl)' (B..hl.,- IWi)

" S.. C. :'!ofi;schi", Di. Krist .in.. philo,ophisch.n Bib.l_Th.ologi. in d.. oIttn Kirch. od,~ \'oI,ntin und <li, ,'oI,nti!1imisch.
Gno,i, ",isch.n philo,ophisch.. Bib.linttrp"'tation und m,-thologisch.. HiIt"i. in R. B.ding.. und W Schr.d.. (,d,.). Gno,t,
urJ Philocopht.: .lficallan.", EI.mmta, j~ (.\mst"d"", IW'), 2l1 H

'-low. thi, point to. comm.nt ofGill" Qui'p.l

" l.iff.,- Stout, Th~ j1tghtfrom authortl)' 00tt. D"",. 198 I), 1f.

'" s .. :'!ofi;schi", Di, Krist, 1)1-9, whm h, ",j"", "ith good ",.,ons tho .xisttntioli,m ofHm, Ion., md go" on to J'f'stnt
• modifi.d H.g.lim id,oli,m. Ion., 01'0 find, • dost mini,,' b.N'ton Platoni,m md Gno,tici,m (D.limit.tion ofth. Gno,tic
Ph.nom.non, in U. Bimchi (.d.).l~Ortgtnt d.lla Gno"tt, t,ma (ltidon. 1910), %-I~S) 01'0 Ion." Gno,t, urJ"pdtanttk<r G.t"
(Gotting.n, 191><, 1%6). :-':ott 01'0 H. SttuN'O~-, Gno,t, ai, Sy".m (G6tting.n, IWi)



as a sp.culam" ""Iffision of thrology, in con"asllo philosophical analysis Of nalUral thrology."

Th. s.cond dicholomy is bmnffi piclUr' and ...-gumffil, bmnffi a.sth.tic and logic and bmnffi myth and r.asoning.
In Plalo's Repubhc th..-. is a mass of clos• ...-gumffil which is hdd log.th..- by pow.-rful imag..-y Of myth. \\1lil. th..-. is
commonly no piclUr' without ...-gutnffilation and no ...-gutnffilation without piclUr', th..-. is a m...-hd dilf..-ffiC. bmnffi
myth with minimal ...-gumffil and ...-gumffil with minimal myth. \\lIffi Ibis distinction is o,'..-riddffi in a thrological
a.sth.-tic,)l th. rdation bmnffi Gnostics and thrologians is h...-d 10 d"cidal'. T..-rull:ian saw th. dilf..-ffiC. and thaI is
why h. ".als Gnosis as inacc.sSlbl. 10 ...-gumffil and ,-uJn..-abl. al th. poinl wh..-. iI b.li.nd ilsdfto b. s.cur•.

Th. third dicholomy is hislorical. Gnostic "Titings includ.linI• ...-gumffil; but T.millian class.s th.", with th.
philosoph..-s who discuss ffidbsly th. probl.", of .,i1 and nalUr. ofman. Basilid.s is ""plicil in his ...-gu.d obj.ction 10
Christian faith on th. grounds of Christian suff..-ing. It is c1• ...- from Hippolyrus thaI th..-. was a conn.ction bmnffi
Gnosis and philosophy. Gnostic Commffila:r:i.S on Pr.socratic philosoph..-s w..-. imponanl in th. d.cad.s prior 10
Plotinus: w. may 'mah a piclUr. of th.-ir accounl of th. b.ginning of things and of th. id.as. E"ffi alibis sophistical.d
1.".1, th..-. is a sp"culam', rath..- than a logical approach." Finany th..-. is th. downw...-d slid. oflal..- Plalonism in th.
th=gy ofIamblichus and oth..-s, wh..-. thoughl is r"plac.d by magic as th. way 10 th. gods."

" Thi, ,h",fold cli,tinction i, u"ful. 1. R,ligiomphilo,ophi, 01, 'p,~-ula,;,', W,itorfuhrung ,in" Ih,ologi, n
R,ligiomphilo,ophi, 01, philo,ophi"h, .\!lol,." m. Ein, "tionol, odor natUdich, Th,ologi" cli, ,ich nich, damit
b'gIlug', wi, cli, TYp,n I und n cli, g'g,b,mn R,ligiomn ru hintufr.gon. ,ond,m cli, dariib" hin.us cli, Grundlini,n ,;,'"

Oberlegung.n
philo,ophi"h,n GO"o>l,hf, ,n"'irl'!' E-J. Kriin", ru ,in" R,hgions."thiopologi" Ph), 102, 1(19'11).

'"
" 'Di, g".d,ru dogm.ti"h, B"onung d" Drti.Prituipi,n_l,hf, mus'" d" nilch"'n G,m"tion cli, plotini"h, Prituipi,nl,hf,
01, g,i"',n,w."d' mch,i",n l.",n' L Abfamow,1.i Ein gIlo,ti"h" logo,th,olog', Umf"'g u. R,dal~Of do> gIlo,ti"h,n
Sond"guts in ¥.ippoh~, '\\-id,d'gung oll" H•.,.,i,n' in Dr<; dJ;,,'alog;"Gh~ ~-n"r"u,hung"', j6

" '\\-ith th.. th, whol, basi, ofth, Plotini." intoUocruol m,.,tici,m i, "j,md ."d th, doo, "."d, op,n '0 oll tho" supmtitions
ofth, low" culru" which Plotinus h.d cond,mmd in th.. nobl, .pology fOf H,U,ni,m, th, ,,,.ti,, .lga;",,' ,h. Gno,,';,,' E. R
Dodd, (tt.) in ?rodus, Th~ .I.mm" of'h.ology, 2nd ,<In (OJi'Ofd, 1%)), xx



(ii)-
Til" Du/)' ofDemion:
'mu, officium e5l'

FOf thos. who ar. n.w 10 T..-rullian. th. chid" surpris. is thaI his humour is bas.d on sound philosophical r.asons and
nol on popular df.cI. H. wish.s 10 nplain. To aq,K! confusion through so many strang. nam.,. which han b• ..,
in""'I.d al will. T..-rullian say' h. will us. th. original Gr••k nam.,. H. will show \nakn.ss rath... than inflicI wounds.
\\11.... th.... is som.thing silly it will b. prop... 10 laugh. Truth has no f.ar and r.adily ridicul.s thaI which is .-mplyof
conl..,l. Gra'lt}' is out ofplac. and d.c..,1 mirth a duty (Val. 6.2f)"

Th. whol. accounl is puncrual.d by humour. Th. \·al..,tinian myth tu:ms th. UPP'" .chdons ofth. UlJi,·...s. inlo 'rooms
101.-1' (Val. 7). Th. mas",', multiplication ofnam.s which show th. grand..,,- ofth. ,ymm is Ii... th. achi""=ffilof
th. rh.lorician Phosphorus. a \""')' cool f.now. who cdd'fal.d his 0\\11 ,'alour. 'I com. 10 you. 0 nobl. CitizffiS. fr.sh
from barn•. wh.... 1 gain.d ,icIOf)' for mysdf and h"PPin'ss for you. 1 com•. load.d with honour. co\"....d with glOl)'.
fOllll:ll. s f",'ourit•. th. gr.al.sl ofmffi. d.chd out in triumph.' His pupils shout.d in admiration. 'Ahl' Similarly. l.-t th.
fonow s ofPtol=y shout in wond... for th. thirly affillS. 'Ahl' (Val. 8.31). But why Slop al thirty~ Surdy th. gffi...ating
pow and d.sir. ofth. a.ons ar. nol finish.d~ Anoth... hundr.d Of fifty should nol b. 100 much 10 np,cl. Surdy
affillS n••d th. consolation offri..,ds and companions~" Aft... all. it is a multiplication ofnam.s without r.alit}' and
th.... is no controlling rd"...ffic. 10 faci.

Firsl. \n shall n",nin. T..-rullian's johs in th. lighl ofphilosophy. A usdUl accounl conclud.s thai th. UlJi,'...sal
characl..-istic ofhumour is thai it poinls 10 som.thing in"PPfoprial•."

,
, 'Con~.ssioni, lusionem d.pu'o, 1'''01, """ pu~"",; ost.nd""" "d non imprint"'" ,-uln". Si" rid.bitut olicubi. m."ni,
ip'i' ,.ti,fi". :'!ul.. ,ic <li~. ,um '''inci, ne ~.,i.." .donmntuf. \'oni..ti proprio f"ti,i.., ct<li'. Con~' " ,..ri..ti
ridm, qui.l....'" d•••muli, sui, ludm (qui.) 'teUf' .st. Cur""dum pI"". ne risu' .iu, rid••tut ,i fu.ri, in<li~us; c".rum
ubicumqu. <li~us risu" officium .st'

" lan••us m.h, ,imil", su~g"tions thot h. ,hould om"",.n' the .m"".tions ofth. pl"om. "ith pumpl.in' ""d cucumbm ""d
thot the ,,"', of Sophia ,hould pro<luct ,om.thing dilfmn' from her ,w.ot

"D. H. :'!o",o, .lrgumml oflaughter 0!tlboum., 191 I). S.. "p.ciol!Y "Th. Inappropri.,,· 2)1-15. HumOUf has ."th.tic ,'olu.
which m."", thot it, inappropri."ness i, in ,om. w.y fitting. "Thm .xi", "" tl.m.n' of .ppropri."ness in the inappropri."
wh.ni,i,

(footnote conlinu"d on n"XI pag~)



\\1lil. much thaI is inapproprial' is nol funny, all thaI is funny is inapproprial'. Th. ,·ari.-l}' of incongruity is gl-.al and
th..-. "'. many usdUl thwri.s J'f0p0s.d by Hobb.s, L.acock, B..-gson, Kanl (frustral.d np,clation'), Schop..iliau..-,
Easlman (conaps. of a palU1ll'), Frrod and oth..-s. Th. inapproprial' d=ffil in humour smash.s Sl..-WI}'P"S, off..-s
r.lid' from monotony and OPffiS up n.w possibiliti.s of thoughl. It also d.stroys by satir., off..-s r.lid' from r.strainl,
urunasks J'f.-lffiC' in favour ofhuman.n.ss and may r.lish th. misfornm. ofoth..-,. T..-rulIian J'f.SffiIS almosl .,...-y
,·ari.-l}' ofhumour in his namination of \.alffitinian doctrin•.

(I) Humour nplor.s n.w POSSlbiliti.S. T..-rulIian enjoy; th. inlricaci.s on·alffitinian doctrin., d.,·doping ironically all
th. d.lails of th. 'foumain ofull..-ior f.cundity' (Val. 7.8). Th. implaming of spiritual s••d in man and in th. Sa'",ur "'.
daboral.d (Val. 25-7). Th. d.-lails ofth. way in which 1'.'-0 kinds ofman..- "'. d.,.;,·.d from Achamoth "'. nol
n.gl.md(Val.15).

(2) R.lid' from monolony. \.al.ntinian J'f.aching is, oddly, a form of conc.ahn.m, an illumination which obscur.s (Vof.
I. I). Achamoth rums up surpris.s Whffi sh. gOl'S on 10 b.", fruit with still ",.al..- r.sults, J'foducing thr•• dilf"-ffil
nanns (Val. 17).

(3) Th. firsl 1'.'-0 kinds ofhumour usually imply incongruity in th.ltnking of disp",al' d=ffils. BurhoJ or d"pth is
among th. high,sl (Val. 7.3). Horos slands in th. way of Sophia with th. cry lAO or 'Out ofth. way, Quirit.sl' (Val.
H.3). Th. dffiliurg. is ignoranl bUl SUSpl'CIS th. "";SlffiC. of a cr.alor (Val. 21.2). Sophia should b. abl',lih a hffi, 10

J'foduc. offspring from h..- own ffi"-g}' (Val. 10.1). T..-rulIian is worn down by th. 'cramming' of th. Gnostic hi..-",chy
(Val. 27.2) and th. ignoranc. ofth. dffiliurg. who has 10 I.am from th. Sa'",ur how 10 succ••d 10 his moth..-'s plac.
(Val. 28.1).

(~) This incongruity or disparily has a disrupu,·. df'CI, mius altilud.s and chang.s UlJi,·..-s.s. H..-.-tics p..-suad. bd'or.
th"}' inS!ruCI insl.ad of ins!ructing in ord..- 10 p..-suad. (Val. I A). D..-ision b.com.s a dUly (Val. 6.3). Th. d.,i1
=..-g.s as an nah.d

funny It i, not mmh· • qut>tion of ,om,thing intruding whm it dot> not btlon~ but of ,om,thing which ploinl,- dot>
btlon~ but i, not ollow,d fOf bY our pr,_txi"ing .ttitud,' (211)



p"-SOll which is juSI whal should b. np.cl.d .mong h..-.-ties (Val. 22). Th. d.-miurg. mons imo th. Jj)Jrlmffil ofhis
moth..-, • moth..- whom h. h.s n.,·..- S.ffi (Val. 31.2).

(5) S.tir., which is common in T..-rulliJll, may b. oft\\"o kinds eons.,y.w,·. 0.- fJdicJl. In ••ch, A is fonO\nd by.
s.tiricol eommffil B, Jlld th. s.tir. may b. dir.cl.d .gJinsl 6th..- A 0.- B. ConSef'·.w,·. s.tir. imph.s th.1 B is \Hong
Jlld A is sound. Fifty y'J:rS .go, Jll Am..-icJllI••ch..- ofEnglish w.s .shd wh.1 h. did fo.-. Ii--ing Jlld w.s JlI.g.d 10
h.n r"ph.d, 'Look, mJll, my b.g is, I'm inlo I••ching English.' H..-. th. slrucnn Jlld PfJctic. oft••ching English is
un.ssJil.d; • pJrticulJ:r w.y of d.scribing it is shown 10 b••bsurd. R.dicol s.tir. imph.s th.1 A is "Tong Jlld B is
sound. \\nffi \\-inslon Churchill w.s r.buhd fo.- finishing. sffilffiC. with • pr"P"sition, h. r"ph.d 'This is th. sOft of
p.dJlltry up with which I will nol pili.' H..-. th. eommffil B r.,·.Jl.d th. inoppropfl'lffi'SS of th. stultifi.d sym"" A
.gJinsl which it w.s dir.C1.d. In som. e.s.s s.tir. CJll wo.-k both w.ys. Th. EngiislunJll m.y ridicul. th. f0.-6gn..- wbo
shools • fox fo.- spoll; th. critic ofblood-spoll will S•• inoppropri'lffi'SS in th. prd'..-ffiC. ofon. form of JIlimJl
blllch..-y bd'o.-. Jlloth..-. P.ul us.s fJdicJl s.tir••gJinsl th.l.gJ!isl GJl.tiJll'; if circumcision is • n.e,ssJ:l)' .ddition, 1.1
th. troubl.-mJk..-s go furth..- Jlld pr.ctis. c.str.tion (Gol. 5.12). Th. s.tir. 'ris.s norurJlly Jlld in.,i1.bly from th.
humour')" from which it eJll only b. distinguish.d in thNl,)'.

ConSef'·.w,·. s.tir. is found in T..-rulliJll whffi th. form.tion of th. pl..-oma is fonO\nd by JPP!aus. oppropri.l. 10 th.
ffid of. ploy (Val. 13.2) 0.- ,,·hffi th. gJ:rdffi ofpJ:r.dis. is s.-l in h''''·ffi ,,·hffi "·",rOll' kno,,·s th.ltr••Sh",·. 10 b.
plom.d in th. ground (Val. 20.3). R.dicol s.tir. is mor. fr.quffil. Th. Slo.-"}'S 011 Slo.-"}'S of th. Gnostic d6ti.s J:r' Jll
indulgffie. in high-ris. eonslruction (Val. 7.1) Th. rh'lOricJl sdf-indulgffic, of Jll 0.-'10.-, Phosphorus (jr.g<d',;,mw),
lih th. fJlllJstie .ccumul.tion of ••ons, ncit.s s.tiricol wond..- with th. cry 'Ahl' (Val. 8A). Th. sighl of th. s",,,,ur,
with his r.-tinu.s Jlld f.se.s, is """ugh fo.- AchJlllOth 10 dfJw. nil upon h..- f.c. (Val. 16.2). Th. fir. in d=ffilS Jlld

)" Ibid.. , ...
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BUllh..-. is littl. 'cuslard-pi' comdy in hrtullian. H. lacks th. crudity of Ilffiams' discussion of Sophia's wal..-y
ffillSS1OflS.

\\'. may conclud. thaI T..-rullian's humour co,...-s a wid. lang. of this gffif. and is us.d with Iffilarkabl. p..-siSlffiC'
and acumffi. H. ffijoyS burrowing inlo th. d.lail of th. Gnostic myth. \\1lil. h. dismms it as a IruIh possibility, h.
appli.s his mind 10 """-y I\,-isl and rum. It is fun; bur it is also philosophy 'throwing on a ra"ag.d and dislorl.d world
rhos. sa,-ing and unsparing Socratic s.arch-lighls - a louch ofhumour and a rum for irony'." It is ffitirdy pr.diClabl.
thaI T..-rullian's mosl s..-ious philosophical commffil should com. in humorous form. \\'. all n••d critics 10 joh us our of
pm'al. 1.,,'..-i.S and sdf-indulg.m fanlasy.

(iii)-
Logic, Coherence and Ae5lhelic

Th.1tnk bmnffi humour and argumffil is furth..- illuminal.d by a comparison with Ilffiams, whos. humour was
rough..- and mor. ob,1ous:" For Ilffiams, coh"-ffic, is th.1tnk bmnffi logic and a.sth.tic. Th..-. is on.1ruIh which
d"pffids on th. IruIh of th. gospd. In I.SpollS. 10 Gnostic thffil)' which is incredibil<!, fawum, impo"ibil<! and
incon.Haru (haer. 2.IOA), Ilffiams s.-ts our whal is credibil<!, acuplabil<! and corularu:" Th..-. is nothing
incomwm or intempe,livum with th. son and nothing incongnl<!ru with th. fath..- (haer. 3.16.6-8). Th. coh"-ffic, of
IruIh springs from faith in on. God (Omnia ffiim'; conslanl.-t in unum Drom omnipolffilffil lid.s inl.",a') (haer.
~.33.7). Th. daily ""..-cis. of sound I.ason, with ,.al and Ion oflrulh,l.ads 10 IruIh (haer. 2.27.1). H. who I.C";"'.S
th.1ruIh finds th. conn.ctions which hold log.th..- th. whol. biblical I",'dation. 'For Ilffiams th. on. thing thaI man..-s
is th. abilily 10 S", nol th. dilf..-ffiC.S, bur th. ",.al conn.ctions. '<0

Th. Idation of logic 10 a.sth.tics is compl"". Plalo was d.dical.d 10 folk",-ing th. ,,-ind of logical argumffil wh..-.,,',,- it
l.d him and 10 a Ion of1ruIh. y.1 for all his logical StringffiCY h. us.d

" A. Bo,-" Gib,,,,,, Shouldphilocoph<r' to king'? 0!tlboum., 19H), "

~'In the phnico! wodd, oil w''''', including the hot ..,d .crid, com. from <liifmnt port, of Sophi.', h • .,·.nl,- boch' (/u;<r U.l)

" :-<. Bro>, Offonbarung Gno,i, urJ gno"t!cGh~r.\fytho, toi Irmdu:: yon lyon (Solzburg ..,d :'!Unch.n), 20J

<0 Ibid.. 2~S



myths Jlld imagery of greal pow..- Jlld beaUly. He banished the poets from his city because they w..-e a bad influence
Jlld wo.-hd in counl..-feit; yet his own accounl ofbeaUly has inspired mJllY across the cenruries since he \uOIe. His
message was a simple one. Logic Jlld aesthetic musl nOl be confused Jlld one musl nOl be abJlldoned 10 lean the oth..
alone. The whole Greek h..-irage lens a similar SIOl)'. Philosoph..-s \\Hsrle with the Pfoblems ofhumJll destiny, freedom
Jlld ",il; yet whal they han 10 say cannol r"place the !ruth conn'yed by the greal tragedies of Sophocles. Each g=e
musl be allowed 10 do its own wo.-k; neith..- is adequale by itsdf. \\-irhin philosophy argumenl is prio.-; bUl th..-e has 10
be something 10 hold the long strings of argumentation logeth..- Jlld 10 make a philosophic life possible. Aesthetic
und..-hnes Jlld unites whallogic has established.

Plalo ldt this dual h..-irage Jlld when lal..- Plalorusls abJlldoned reason fOf the occult, they w..-e false 10 their tradition.
The Plaloruc und..-world of the second cenlUr)' conlained the Gnostics who w..-e the chid'larget of TerrulliJll Jlld
Irena""s. They abJlldoned discur",'e reason al the beginning of their delib..-ations, rath..- thJll, like Plalo, al the
su:mmir:" It could wen be, as a recenl critic of theism has suggesled, thaI religious belid'mighl be seen as a 'subjecm'e
passion'; bUl this claim CJll besl be made aft..- nearly four hundred pages of argumenl.'" The Gnostic alr..-nam'e
bypasses dialectic. The powerful attraction of theosophy has w""ed Jlld wJlled. Plalorusm continued until the fifth
cenlUr)' with some allegiJllce 10 logic. Then, fOf a time, it gan way 10 magic Jlld silence. The trJllSCendenl One was
declared by physical silence, like a srodent expecting a first-class honour fOf a blank pap..-" Philosophical silence is
much mo.-e complex thJll physical silence.

Logic had needed a negam'e kind of aesthetic, which would mon the inlenecrually in..-t. The poinl of TerrulliJll' s Jlld
Irena"", use ofhumour is thaI their opponents w..-e nol ,-uJn..--

,
, Forth, ch.,..ettrintion ofthi, key <li,tinction I am ;"d,b"d '0 lri, :'!urdoch. S.. "p,ciallY T/;~fir< arJ Ih. wn (01£ord

1977), 65

" S.. R. :'!ortl,Y From ""ord la ,tim". yo1. n (Bonn. 1915),21). :-:0" al,o :'!ortl,Y IlJ. wh", Dam.,ciu, i, un",,,IY
l((vt~l:hTflY . ,

comm,nd,d for ,,'oiding analogi" wh,n h, 'p,al<, of or 'puttmg om , foo';" it wh,n i, i, no' th",·



able 10 reasOll. Argum~ll was nece,,"')' for the wa,'cring beli,,'er bur quire irrd,,'anllo the hard-line Gnostics who
claimed 10 be al a deeperl,,'d:" Therefore humour was the only way 10 keep others from sloppiness and sentimem.
Since their orientation was aesthetic, humour could challenge their POSitiOll. It became the negau..'e aesthetic which
backed a posjti,'elogic.

(i.)-
Recapitulation A, the Greatl",-ersion

In Tcrtullian'- there was also a posjti,'e aesthetic which, Ulllike Gnosticism, was joined 10 endle" argument. Ha,ing
attacked mechanical encrustations and shattered Gnostic formulae and stereotypes, it set in its place a world accesSIble
10 reasOll, imagination and faith, a world where all things were made new by the in"ersion ofwhat had been there
before. So the mon from the comic in"ersions ofphrase" to the cosmic in"ersion of recapitulation was a small one.
God becomes man that man might become God. The credible is the inept. The in<Jptum is aptum because OIIly an
opposite can balance the beam. The place of imagination in theology joins that of reasOll. The cOlUlections for which
Tcrtullian argued were a,'ailable 10 imagination, that facully which is able 10 understand what is there in terms ofwhat is
nOl there. For Paul as for other Christian theologians this kind of in"ersion is nOl peripheral; he knew OIIe thing OIIly,
Christ and him crucified. The scandal and folly of the cross were the power and wisdom of God. This begins as the
word-play which is important for BergsOll in rcmo,ing the mechanical encrustations 011 Ji,ing. It in,'crts accepted
standards which stille and it brings a 'god's-ey. ,iew. A mere protest against rigidity is nOl enough because the
discarded code can be quickly replaced by another. In"ersion is nece,,"')'.

To achi,,'e a 'god's-ey. ,iew, \n need 10 sec new links, delight in what is new and discover hidden proprieties. All
these arc as

" Some Gno,ti" <lid ugu. on puticulu issues despite th.ir g.nt",l "jtction of".,on. Ihm u. ,om. exceptions to ,,·tf\

rule in the histor\ of id•., Set <li,,,,,ssion ofth. th". <lichotomi", .bo,'. p. l>S
,

Set .bo,'•. ch. J

"On uti,'ol in En~""d during • rretring /""UU\ "" Austtoli"" schoolbo\ pronounced, '0 to b. in April, no,.- th.. En~",,<f,
hm'



much a part ofhumour as they ar. ofthwlogy fOf TenulIian. \\-. s•• n.w Itnks 'Our laughl"'- exp.-.ss.s, Oftffi ffiOUgh,
th. simpl. joy of explo.-ation. It pl.as.s us 10 find, Of 10 play al finding, th.s. unexpecl.d Itnks bmnffi apparffil
disparal's, '<0 This imaginam', explo.-atiOll is Cffitrallo Christian thwlogy which is about th. d.ath and r.surr.ction of
Chrisl who by dying d.stroy.d d.ath, about Adam, Chrisl and a n.w cr.ation. B.liefin 011. God (Rom. -I) impli.s th.
justification of th. ungodly, th. r.surr.ction of th. d.ad and cr.ation out ofnothing, fOf God can n••d no s.cOlld thing
10 do his WOfl.

R.capiNlation, ind••d all thwlogy, is about finding n.w Itnks. Paul ddin.d a Christian anilud. 10 J.wish law. Two
obj.ctions ar.lenn.d by J.ws againsl Justin's Christians: thos. who do nol hep th. whol.law ar. accurs.d and h.
who di.s 011 a cross is accurs.d (dial. 10). Tn. sam. obj.ctions ar. found in Paul (Gal. 3.10-1-1) and w...-. th. r.asOll
why, as a J.w, h. Spffil himsdf in th. liquidation of Christians. Tnffi, 011 th. Damascus Road, th. Itnk bmnffi th.s.
1\'-0 curs.s o,-...-wh.hn.d him; th. curs. ofth. cross had b.ffi accepl.d 011 his b.halfby Chrisl who di.d fOf thos. who
had nol kepI th. whol.law. In p...-s.cuting Christians h. was attacking th. Chrisl who had di.d fOf him; so it b.cam.
his 011. cOllcern 10 join Chrisl Of! th. cross. Tn. crucialltnk bmnffi th. 1\'-0 id.as chang.d Paul's world.

Tn. d.lighl in th. n.w and th. r.j.ction of th. I.dious ar. parts ofhUlnour and of thwlogy; Clffilffil ofAlexandria
d.scrib.d Christian !if. as a p...-pffilal springtim. and Chrisl as th. 011. who had ru:m.d sunsets inlo sunris.s. How..,'",-,
'Humour upsets th. pattern by abruptly introducing something in"PPfoprial" But it must nol b. whony in"PPfoprial"
Tn...-. must b. som. hiddffi p.-opriety as w&"0 Tn. impropriety of TenulIian' s satir. poinls 10 th. p.-opri'ly ofr.j.cting
Gnostic p.-'lffisions and irrationality in fa"our of th. fon)' which is, fOf him as fOf Paul and Irffiaeus, th. wisdom ofGod.

\\-. may cOllclud. thaI th. initial thrusl of TenulIian' s logic againsl Gnostic irrationalism is suppon.d in 1\'-0 ways by
a.sth.tics, 011. n.gam" and th. oth...- pos;m'" Humour shows wh...-. th.

<0 :'!o",o, .lrgummt oflaughter lJJ

'"Ibid..2'lf



Gnostic myth;s inJPPfoprial•. R.capiNlation shows how th. gospd has th.laSllaugh through th. di--in. comdy of all
things in Chrisl. This ;s th. alt..-nam·. ,isioo which T..-nillian off..-s."

" I ,rtulli"" do" not oif" • comp,titi,.. ~o,i, lih that J'fopostd bY Cl,m,nt of .'J,x=<lri.; h, ,impl,- st" that hi,
atgum,nt> at, in,uffici,nt without. ",ion ofth, co,mic Christ



Chapter 1lJ.-
Promise of Laughter, Judgement of Hell:
Apocal~·pse and System

A
:\lonranism

The "'ew Prophecy em..-ged in Asia :\-!ino.- in 157 0.- p..-haps as laIc as 172. Our chief accoullls of the movemenl
d",;,,'e from fourth-cenlUr)' sources (Eusebius :md EpiphJllius) which arc marked by lal..- Ol1hodoxy. Earli..- in the

secOfld cenlUr)', Papias (130) p.-eached a colourful chiliasm :md Christi:m Asia :\·Iinof was strOflg in p.-ophctic tradition
:md p.-actice. Acco.-ding 10 Eusebius, :\-!Olll:mUS was only a recenl COfl"crI, when, in a ,-jIbge of Phrygi:m :\-!ysia, he was
seized with ecstasy :md p.-ophesied str:mge things which w..-e nOl cOflsislenl with the traditiOfl of the church l Some
rejecled him as a f",se p.-ophCl, but oth..-s w..-e aroused:md ru:med from the !rue fJith. Two p.-ophClesses joined him in

enthusiastic frenzy:md their influence sp.-ead, until, says Eusebius, their sayings w..-e cxJmined:md they w..-e cxpened
from the church.'

Acco.-ding 10 a source in EpiphJllius, the :\-!OfIIJnisls accepled whal becJllle the IWO leslarnenls of the Christi:m bible, a
trioiI",,:m fJith :md the new p.-ophecies of :\-!OfII:mUS, Priscilla :md :\-laximilla, with the requiremenl thaI oth..-s must
exhibit the sJllle spiriru", gifts (Pan. ~S.I A). YCI :\-laximilla claimed incOflsislenuy thaI Jit..- h..- th..-e would be no more

p.-ophecy:md thaI the end would come (Pan. -IS.lA). The o.-ades attributed 10 :\-!Olll:mUS (Pan. ~SA, 10, II)
p.-ofessed the passi-.-ily of a l}n und..- a di--ine plecuum, claimed 10 be God ",mighly in hum:m form:md poinled

1 Iu>ttrus. HE. 1.16.1.

, !bid.. 1.16.10



:-'hximilla decla:red h..-sdflo be wOfd, spirit, pow..- and nO! a wolf who destroyed the flock.) To hea:r h..- was 10 hea:r
Chrisl (Pan. 48.12A). H..- tl"..d'old office ofpartisan, rena!..- and inlerprel..- is ex..-cised ov..- loil, covenanl and
promise (Pan. 48.13.1). She had pow..- ov..- oth..-s wheth..- they willed it Of nol (Pan. 4g.13.7). Priscilla stressed the

need fOf purity and holiness which led 10 'isions, sa,-ing Ofac!.-s and open secrets (CG.lI. 10.5). Eith..- Quinlilla Of
Priscilla claimed 10 han s1epl with Chrisl who lold them thaI PepllZa was the site fOf the hean·nly Jerusa!em (Pan.
49.1).

In T.-rnillian, the influence of the ?\ew Prophecy confirmed the ascetic ,iews which he held 0fI ma:rt}Tdom, marriage,

fasting and fOfgi.'eness of sins. The highesl calling is 10 ma:rt}Tdom which, because it is a death in Chrisl and nol in
Adam, opens the gale ofpa:radise (an. 55.5)' The pa:raclele calls 10 ma:rt}Tdom (jug. 9A), deno\lllces those who flee
(jug. 11.3). and leads along the narrow way 10 sulf..-ing, nollo flighl. It is nol posSIble fOf him who fea:rs sulf..-ing 10

belong 10 the lord who sulf..-ed; wh..-eas he who does nol fea:r sulf..-ing will be perfecled in lon, ,,'en the perfecllon

of God. Th..-d'Ofe the pa:raclete encourages all who endure, helping them in their sulf..-ing and speaking fOf them when
they a:re inlerrogaled (jug. 14.3).

The nea:rness of the end, Paul lens T.-rnillian, mahs ma:rriage in"PPfopriale. \\1lile h..-etics rigidly abslain from marriage
and \Illspirirua! beli.",,-s Of 'psychics' ma:rry witholll restrainl, n.-ilh..- the CompulSOfy cOfltinence of the form..- nOf the
indulgence of the lan..- is acceptable 10 God. FOf the spirirua! beli.",,-, .-iIh..- cOfltinence fredy chosen Of single marriage
is acceptable 10 God. One marriage is suitable 10 the folk>w..-s ofOfIe God. Psychics do nol rec';"'e the spirit Of the

things of the spirit, bill choose the things of the flesh. Th..-e can be no compromise bmnen flesh and spirit, fOf the flesh
lusls againsl the spirit and the spirit fighls againsl the flesh (mon. I.I---{;).

) !bid..l.16.LJ
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Has nol the paradele inauguraled a new and nces';"·el}' harsh discipline~ These objections are answ..-ed, by Tcnullian,
from the lo.-d's p.-omise of the hoI}' spirit who would lead inlo fullness of1ruIh. \\ncn new IruIh is ,,·naled, it may

appear on..-ous and difficult; bUl the continuity of the paradele with the gospel is "idcnl because th..-e is no change in
the rule offailh. H..-ctics always firsl Corrupl the rule offailh and only thcn p..-,.-ert the p.-actice of discipline. Since th..-e
is no such corruption of doctrine, the new discipline slands as authcntic (mon. 2.1-3). The paradele lestifies 10 Chrisl
and 10 God the crealOf in acco.-dance with the rule offailh and thcn goes on 10 r,,·eal the new discipline which may be

on..-ous, bUl is certainly authcntic (mon. 2A).

Indeed, the paradele mighl han now demanded ,irginil}' 0.- complele contincnce, nol ,,·cn alk>wing one marriage 10

cool down the fire of the flesh. Such a demand need nol be consid..-ed an inno'·ation, since thelo.-d, himself a eunuch,
opcned the kingdom ofhea'·cnlo eunuchs P.hn. 19.12), and the apostle Paul, ,p,e CaJlralUJ, p.-cfcrred contincnce (I
Co.-. 7.7); from such anticipations, the spirit leads on 10 the time of celibacy. He calls us away from marriage because
the time has becn shoocned (I Co.- 7.29) and it is ,,·cn shoo..- now, one h\llldred and sixly years lal..-. The apostles

had p.-ediClCd this discipline and holiness. The paraclcte fOfctold it bcfOfe he defined it and held it back \Illtil the time
came fOf it 10 be p.-ono\lllced. The paraclcte, as ComfOfl..-, has mod..-aled his demands 10 single marriage oUl of
consid..-ation fOf human weakness (mon. 3.1, 10, II, 12).

Scriprure shows thaI the discipline ofmonogamy is no strange nonlty; gro\lllded in antiquity, it is now reslOfed as the
special possession of Christians (mon. ~.1). As " ...-, the economy of saJ,·ation is ccntrallo the argumcnl. From :-'-loses
10 Chrisl, ~·o.-ce had becn permisSIble because of the hardness ofhuman heart'. As the new law of ChrisI rcmond
@·o.-ce, so the "'ew Prophecy of the paradele look away second marriage. The weakness of the flesh can now be
o,.-..-come, through the p.-escnce of the paradele (mon. H A-7). Th..-e is nothing harsh and nothing h..-ctical in making

second marriage e"""·alcnllo adult..-)'. Those who indulge the flesh and its weakness "Tong!}' claim thaI it is h..-etical
and harsh.



Sin~kn.ss ofmarriag. ;s malch.d by fr.qu.m fasting, whi!. both marriag. and .ating food ar. pr.s.",.d, Th. paracl.l.
I.ach.s thaI \n should fasl fr.qu."tly but nol marry fr.qu."tly, His folk>w..-s ""I."d th.-ir fasl days inlo th• .,,'.-ning,
abslain from fl.sh, fruit, juic. and \\-in., and in furth..- conc.,." fOf dr}11'SS h"p away from th. bath (,,,i, I), Th. fasting
ofth. ".w Proph.cy finds a paralld in th. pr,c"pIS of som. bishops; so th..-. can b. no obj.ction 10 fasting and dr}'
food, wh." practis.d fOf th. paracl.-r. (,'"i, 13), Th..-. ;s no common ground bmn." h..-.-tics Iih ),-!arcion and th.
paracl.-r.; fOf ),-!arcion I.ach.s p..-p.-rual abstin."c. in bostility 10 th. cr.alOf, whi!. th. ),-!OlIlanisls .al dr}' food during
only IWO w••ks of .ach y.ar and r.-rom 10 .ating normal food wh." this tim.;s o\"..- (,'"i, 15),

Furth..-, th. ".w Proph.cy d.ni.s th. fOfgO.'",.ss of sins 10 c..-rain olf.nd..-s, Th. church;s abl. 10 fOfgO.'. all sins but
do.s nol do this l.sl such indulg."c. should ."courag. furth..- sin, Th. paracl.l. do.s nol fOfgO.'. fomicalOfs b.caus. of
th. harm such fOfgO.'",.ss will bring on mosl b.Ii.,,',,-s, Th. righllo fOfgO.'. sins bdOllgs 10 th. church und..- God; but it
;s th. church of th. spirit, by m.ans of a spiritual man, not th. church which;s a numb..- ofbishops' -' Th. d.c;sion 10
fOfgO.'. bdOllgs 10 God, nollo th. pri'SI, 10 th. masl..- and nollo th. s.,,'anl (pud, 21,17),

T..-rull:ian's rdation 10 ".w Proph.cy and th. catholic church rais.s hislorical qu.stions which cannot b. sml.d without
r.-rnaind..-, - H. had sho\\11 asc.-tic I."d."c;.s in his .arli.SI \\Titings but th.s. I."d."c;.s w..-. not str."gth.".d by th.
".w Proph.cy bd'Of. 207, Probably T..-rull:ian had no p..-sonal contacl with ),-!OlIlanisls from Asia )'-!inor or from
Rom. and wh." h• ."counl..-.d th.-ir id.as in Carthag. th"}' w..-. ahady modifi.d by th.-ir African sming,

As \n han s• ." r.ason 10 doubl T..-rull:ian's suppos.d 'schism' und..- th. '".w Proph.cy', much mot. should \n
doubl his suppos.d br.ak from th. ),-!OlIlanisls 10 form his 0\\11 s.cl.' From th. b.ginning, h. had str.ss.d th.
transc."d.,,1 spiritual narur. of

• '"d tedts;. spiritus p" spiriul,m homin,m, non tedts;. num,tus ,piscoporum'
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th. church (hapf. 6.2, corpw fr.'um; ap. 39.1, corpw ,umw; pud. 21.16, "cd",ia ,p:'r.'fW). This con,iction was
str.-ngth.-n.d rath..- than instigal.d by th. ?\."v I'roph.cy, fOf th. continuity and coh..-.-nc. of T.rnillian' s thoughl on this
poinl...-• .,'d.-nl.'

?\.w I'roph.cy was an .xl.-nsion of T.nullian's initial th=. of th. di--in••conomy. B.yond th. rul. offailh which is
p..-f'CI and compl.-t. and which d.cl...-.s on. God and th. sa,-ing wo.-k of Chrisl, th..-. is scop. fOf nonlty, b.caus.
th. grac. of God continu.s 10 am'anc. until th. V"'J' .-nd. Th. d.,il is h...-d al wo.-k and th. p...-acl.-t. musl also wo.-k
Th. holy spirit I. ads inlo all thallrulh which human mdiocrily could not grasp al onc. (v:rg. 1.5-7). As in cr.ation
wh.al and fruit grow 10 malurity, so th. righlwusn." of God has pass.d from narur. 10 law 10 proph.-ts, 10 th. yolllhful
',gour ofth. gospd and th.-n 10 th. marurity ofth. p...-acl.l. who continu.s 10 sp.ak whal Chrisl commands (v:'rg. 1.9
11).

Th••conomy do.s nol m..-dy am'anc. bill also corr.C1S whal has gon. bd'Of•. Th• .-nd and th. b.ginning bdong 10
th. sam. God. ),-Iarriag., which was firsl comm.-nd.d (G.-n. 1.28), is now fOfbKld.-n (I COf. 7.29). This oo.s nol m.an
thaI b.caus. th. tr•• ofmarriag. is clll down, marriag. is an.,il thing (.\!an. 1.29.5), bill rath..- thaI th. tim. has
com., wh.-n, fOf th. sak. ofholtn.ss, it should b. surpass.d. In a simii...- way, th••ar!hI}' J=sal= will b. r..,lac.d by
J=sal= on high, wh..-.-in th. sainls will Ii-', fOf a thousand y• ...-s (.\!an. 3.2~.6).

),-Iarriag. and holtn.ss do nol go logm..-, whi!. s.xual abstin.-nc. d",'dops a Iasl. fOf spirirualthings. Among th.s.
things, pray..-l.ads on 10 holtn.ss, which is pr.s..-nd by abstinffic, from a s.cond marriag. (CG.lf. 10). Th. 1>"ak of
holtn.ss is found in proph.-tic .CSlasy, which P.-t..-, nol kno,,-ing whal h. said, .xp"';.-nc.d on th. mounl of
transfiguration (Lu,," 9.33). Th. ?\."v I'roph.cy off..-s th. gift of .cslasy which is abon r.ason and mind (.\!an.

~.22.5). In such .CSlasy, it is possibl. 10 lalk with ang.!s and with th.lord and 10 s•• and h• ...- s.cr.-tthings. FOf on.
siSI..-, this .cslasy has occlllnd in th. spirit in th. church during th. Sunday s.,.,ic. (an. 9A); it is not a schismatic
ph.nom=.

'On <hi, qu,";on. '" ,arlit< <li,eussionm ch, S



B-
Apocalypfic [xuberaace

T..-rull:iJll was indeed a thwlogian ofl>op..D He was sof. because he was nol ashamed of the incarnate God who was
the un,'w 'pe, of ..,.-"')' belie,.-..-; his apologN,cum culminates in the claim thaI, while Jll earth!}' judge condemns, al the
same time a hcannly judge r,,-..-srs the ,-..-diel. From these two dements - incarnation Jlld ftnJl judgement - springs
the rich, extended Jlld s,,-ere .ccoun! which he gi-.'cs of the laS! things. It;s imponJllI 110110 become los! in delJil which

dem'cs from the denseness of the ApocJ!}'Psc, Paul, Gospd sayings of Jesus Jlld oth..- parts of scripnn, bUIlD sec the
on·rruling optimism ofone who bclicnd in a good God who had created a good world Jlld who was .hady resloring
i110 its firS! promise.

The chiefobjection 10 faith, fOf TertulliJll as fOf oth..- Christi""s ofhis time, came from the facl ofm3l"t}Tdom. How
could a sov..-eign, good crcalo.- rcwJ:rd his fJilhful wo.-shipp..-s with a crud dcath~ Tertulli",,'s rule offJilh, from his

carl}' (prae,cy. 13.1--{i) to his latc wo.-h (virg. 1.3; Prax. 2.1), Pf.,,'rns a Sfr." on God's final judg=.,l1 Whffi all
would b. m righl.

T..-rulIian's anthropology for all irs Compl.xily" is consislffirly I\\'ofold soul and body, fbh and spirit, fbh and soul,
spirit and body. Patiffic. is a man..- for soul and body (oal. 13.1-3) and sans both fbh and spirit (oal. 13.6, d. H.3
and 16.2). For mJ:rt}TS, prison m.ans incarc..-ation ofbody, bur fr••dom of soul (man. 2.6). Th. I\\'o subslanc.s,
body and soul (ap. 22.5), ofman must b. distinguish.d (r",. 35.5)." Y., th. 1\\'0 subslanc.s ar. nol s"parab1.," and
ar. gffi..-al.d simullanwusly (an. 37.1). Only d.ath b....u,s this unity (.lfarc. 5.9.3) and souls .xisl s"paral.!y, waiting
for incorporation in r.Sl1lT.C1.d bodi.,. Th. soul of Samud was in this inl..-m.dial. sial. Whffi consull.d by Saul (an.
57).

In th. apo!ogN,cum, T..-rulIian r.gards th. soul as incorpor.al and in n••d of a r.surr.ction body 10 r.c'-;"', r.wards Of

"",0

D A d"oil,d .""1,,,;, of I ,rtulli",,', "ch"'olo~';, to t, found;" A. F,m""d", La ,cGat~l~giaen ,I 'igla Il (Burgo, 191~).
)01-,S

II ~'"d.d,,=,n" ,;"uoso' ibid.. ) 10

"'mirn., corpus opponitUf <li,tinguitUf corpus.t mirn.'

" 'I", ;"g,niO,., o,rurid.d" d,l .mc""o'- r ,m""d", La ,cGat~logia, ) 16. !toth", fOf th, Stoic I,rtulli"", ".,,,-thing h.d ....·0
wb"trata



pllllislunem (ap. ~8A). A similar ,iew is found dsewh..-e (1e,1. ~.I JIld .\!arc. ~.3~. 12f) Howe,.-..-, in d<! amma
(7.1-4) the need fOf a physical soul is argued. This chJllge in opinion enables the soul 10 suff..- immedialely aft..- death
JIld nOl m..-ely 10 suff..- through the physical corruption of the body in the fires ofheU; but it does confuse the position of
T..-rulIiJll JIld indicales the lack of a clear, consislenl psychology in early ChristiJll thought." Th..-e is a conslJlll
affirmation of the immOftaiity of the soul (re,. 3~ .5f., 35.2), wheth..- it is malerial Of not Souls repose in the bosom of
Abraham (ap. H.13 el passim) JIld do nollrJllsmigrale as PythagOfas had claimed (1e,1. ~ .2). The conslJlll theme

behind mu1tirudinous delail is thaI mJll is a unity ofbody JIld soul, which is dissok'ed al death JIld joined again in
glorified flesh al the final resurrection.

The second am'enl of Chrisl is p;..'Olai in T..-rulIiJll' s eschalology, but the four main demenls (rerum of Chrisl in glory,
resurrection of the body, UlJi,'..-sai judgemenl JIld a renewed earth) are nol discussed in .,."'), place. The second
coming belongs 10 the rule offailh (prae,cr. 13.15) JIld the distinction belween the lwo comings is clear in the
prophetic writings (Jud. H.I-IO). ?\0 earthly spectacle CJll compele againsl the coming of the lord with his JIlgds JIld
the reign of the righleous (,peel. 30.1-7). The sur,,-;,,'al of the RomJll empire delays the end which wiD folk>w upon its

coDapse (Soap. 2.6; cf. Irena""s, haer. 5.26). To describe the resurrection of the flesh, T..-rulIiJll has used mJllY new
lerms." He does nOl distinguish belweffi 'resurrection of the flesh' JIld 'resurrection of the dead' but has a mass of

briDiJlll images: 10 rebuild JIld reconstinne the tabernacle of the flesh (reaedificare el restim..-e tabernaculum camis')
(r<!,. I 1.3), 10 summon the flesh 10 appear (,,'ocare carnem') (re,. I 1.9), 10 put breath in bones (dare spirirum in

ossibus') (re,. 29.7, 15), fruit-bearing flesh (fructificarura caro') (re,. 52.10) JIld mJllY oth..-s. FOf in the wOfds of
Isaiah, "'Your heart shall rejoice JIld your bones shall spring up like grass", because grass also is rffiewed by dissolution

JIld the

\. Ibid ))2

" Ibid., Jl(lf..•ccording to ? ?u,ntt S."ticlriOn, 10 wminologi. d, 1. ,,,urr,cion ,n I,rtuli."o <li,,,n.tion (Yoll.dohd 1915), SS
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corruption of its s••d' (re•. 31.-4). \\1li1. T.nulliJll acknowl.dg.s thaI it is .asi..-Io b.h.", in on. God thJllIO b.h.", in
th. "SlIlT'Ction of th. fl.sh (re•. 2.8), h. fr.qu.,,!l}' attacks th. alr..-nam" accounl of trJllsmigration of souls inlo oth..
bodi.s (•. g. nat. 1.19.-4). 'Bur how much mor. acc..,labl. is our b.hd'which claims thaI th." (souls) will ,.-rum inlo th.
sam. bodi.sl And how much mor. futi1. is your tradition thaI th. humJll spirit will <hnn in th. fl.sh of a dog or a mul.
or a p.acockl'

Aw",. of Paul's qu.stion (I Cor. 15.35) 'How will th. d.ad ris.~ \\·ith whal hody will th." com.'" (.Ilan. 5.10.2),
T.nulliJll ,..,h.s thaI th." will blossom lih th. pho.-nix bird Jlld conqu..- d.ath Jlld ash.s (re•. 13.3). As E,.kid saw,
th. spirit will .m..- th.-ir bon.s Jll.W (re•. 12.1 0). Bdund this b.hd'h.s T.nulliJll's p..-siSI.,,1 H..-adit.Jll optimism thaI
nothing p.,-ish.s nc..,1 in ord..- 10 b. sand (nihil d..,.rn nisi in sahli.",') (r.... 12.6). ?\othing is imposSlbl. with God
th. cr.alor for whom it is .asi..-Io ,.",ah thJll it was firsllo mah a world from nothing (r.... 12.10)." Th..-. "'.
asc.-tic cons.qu"'c,s I Fasting is a good thing b.caus. a sl."d..- body will slip through th. narrow gal. Jlld hghl..- fl.sh
will ris. mor. quickly (,..,. 17.7).

Th..-. is a d.", distinction bmn." th. judg.",.,,1 of .ach soul aft..- d.ath Jlld th. final UlJi,'..-sal judg.",.,,1 which will
follow th. "SUlT'Ction of all bodi.s (r.... 17.9). Judg.",.,,1 is th. ,.ason for "SUlT'Ction (r.... 50.2) sinc. our pr.S.,,1
bodi.s c=OI inh.rn th. kingdom ofh.an1l. Th. final judg.",.m is linhd 10 th. p",ousia ofth. 'son ofmJll coming as
judg. on th. clouds ofh.",·.,,' (.Ilan. ~.IO.12f.; d. v,rg. 1.3; Prax. 2.H; prae.cy. 13.5). \\11." God judg.s, th..-.
CJll b. no ConfliCI bmn." God's goodn.ss Jlld his justic. (.Ilan. 2. I 1.3f) God is always fath..- Jlld always judg.
(Her",. 3.3). Chrisl is '.quallo all, UlJi,'..-sal king, judg., lord Jlld God' (Ollllllbus a.qualis, omnibus ,n, Ollllllbus judn,
omnibus dominus .-r drns') (Jud. 7.9).

Th. sp"clacul", mill."arianism of I,."arns finds bur on" alb61 nl."d.d, ,d'..-."c. in T.nulliJll's writings (.\fan.
3.2~.3---{i).A kingdom is promis.d on .arth, a city 1.1 do\", from h.a"", (R.,.. 21.2-10). Such a city, for'lold by
E,.kid (~8.3O-5) Jlld John (R.,..

" Justin u>td th, 'WI' \;ind of "'gum,n' '0 ju,til\' b,li,f;" ,,,urrection, comparing a <!rop of hum"" >t,d '0 th, fully form,d
hum"" boch-



21.10-26) has b.ffi Jlll1OUllc.d by th. ".w Proph.cy Jlld was obs.,.nd in Juda.a .ach morning during a p..-iod of
fofty days. This city has b.ffi Pfo,1d.d by God fOf his riSffi sainls in o.-d.,.lo ,dl-.sh thffil with all spiritual bbsings Jlld

10 cOlllpffisal. thffil fOf all thaI th." han nOl ffijoy.d in this world, 'b.caus. it is both juSI Jlld wo.-thy of God thaI his
s"-'·Jllls should han th.ir joy in th. sam. plac. wh.,.. th." suff.,..d affliction fOf his nam's sal:'. \\-ithin th. thoUSJlld
y.ars, th. sainls will ris. soon.,. 0.- lal.,. acco.-ding 10 th6r d.s.m (.Ilare. 3.2~ .6),'- thffi th. world will b. d.stroy.d in

conflagration, all shall b. chJllg.d inlo incorruptibl., Jllg.~c subslJllc,s Jlld trJllslal.d inlo th. kingdom ofh.a'·ffi. Th.
purpos. of th. millffillium is 10 PfO,1d. th. ,.ward of joy in th. Pf.SffiC. of God.

Elffilallif. in h.a'·ffi m.JllS ffitry Jlld participation in th. kingdom of God (re;. 32.6 .,. passim), winning th. crown

(mart. 3.3; cor. 1~f.), achi.,-ing '1CI0l)' (ap. 50.2) Jlld gaining th. ,.,Yard (r..;. ~0.9). Fo.- th. mart}TS, joys far
ounn-igh form.,. suff..-ings (Soap. 1.1; ;corp. 6Af. Jlld 13.8), consolation Jlld laughl'" ar. Pfomis.d (risus Pfominitur',
pal. 11.7) Jlld h.a'-ffi brings th. ,ision of God who is our fath.,. (Pr=:. 23A) Jlld m• .-ting with Chrisl, which is th.
ulnstrain.d d.sir. of all ChristiJlls. \\1li1. 10 know Chrisl in th. spirit is Iif• .,..,.,lal (CG.lI. 10.5), TmulIiJll nonnally
Ulld.,.slJllds it as th. final sial. ,.ach.d aft.,. d.ath (paen. 6.6). ChristiJllS di. gladly in th. hop. of this (ap. 8A) which

is th6r final triumph, th.ir attaining 10 God Jlld th.ir "'ffilal ,.ward (ap. 50.2 Jlld 18.2f) Th6rlord will mum 10

,.c.;..·. thffil inlo Iif••Iffilal (prae;cr. 13A).

Th.,.. ar. no d.gr••s offulln.ss in this fimn Iif. which is grJllI.d 10 all b.~.,·.,.s (mon. 10.6). y.,., as w. han nol.d,

th.,.. ar. dilf.,.ffiC.S in th. o.-d.,. Ofr.SUlT'Ction, .arl}' 0.- lal', inlo th. millffillial d.~ghl of th. sainls (.\fare. 3.2~ .6).
Thos. who han srm·ffi hard.,. will ,.c.;..·. gr.al.,. ,.wards (s.d maio.-a c..-ramina maio.-a s.quunrur Pfa.-mia') (Soap.
~ .8). Th.,.. will b. dilf.,.ffil b·ds of acc<>llllllOd.J.tion. Th. mJllY mJllsions in th. fath.,.' s hous. cOlnspond 10 th. mJllY
d.gr••s ofm..-it gain.d in loils, suff..-ing, IOftur.s Jlld d.ath (;corp. 6."if) Th. wond.,. of Jll Jllg.~c crown

,- This is on .","c,;,·. id••. Eul,- rist" will .njo,- the fr"hn.ss ofth. first hundr.d nots. Othm will .mtfg' .bout the not
200; but mon,- should not b. txl'"ltd b.for. 910
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3.2~.1) on the one hJlld Jlld the judg.",.-tll of God (.\!arc. 2.1 L3---{i) on the oth..-? Impffiilffil sinn..-s arelosl .-t..-n.ny

(paen. 6.5). Pffiilffice is necess",y fOf sJl,'ation (pal. 12),10 escape ultimale rejection (paen. 5.11). Yel al the same
time, God seeks thelosl sheep Jlld welcomes thelosl Jlld pffiilffil son with a Ion beyond.n oth..- fath..-s (lam pal..
ncmo, lam pius ncmo') (paen. 8.7f.). TcrtulIiJll makes, we han seffi, a dear distinction bmnffi those sins which may
be fOfg;..'ffi Jlld those which may not idolatry, fornication Jlld murd..-. 'Sins we di-'ide bmnffi Iwo outcome•. Some

may be remitted Jlld oth..-s may nol. Consequffitly it is plain 10.n thaI some desCf\'e castigation, some condemnation.
hery sin is discharged ciIh..- by pardon or by punislunffil by pardon as the result of castigation or by penalty as the
resull of condemnation' (pud. 2.12f.)."

Once again, TcrtulIiJll chooses disjunction. SJl,'ation or damnation, hea"ffi or hen, arc final choices, final "erdicls Jlld
final destinations (ap. I L II, ~7.12£.; le,l. ~.I). There is no third option: one confesses or denies Chrisl, one sans
one's life or loses it fOf Chrisl (,corp. 11.2). The all..-naw,'es arc lerrible, fOf hen is a real place in which one suffers
separation from God Jlld physical pain, a sublClTJlleJll prison ofmyslerious fire (ap. ~7.12). ),-\Ofe optimistic.ny,

TcrtulIiJll g;..'es Jll ""Iffided accounl ofpurgalOfy, where the soul Jllticipales the punislunffil or consolation which is 10
come (an. 58). Only mJ:rt}Ts go dtrecllo God. For the others, purification is possible Jlld prayer CJll be dfecw,'e (or.
29.2) Jlld the JIllli,'ersa:ry of a death is Jll appropriale time fOf the offering of sacrifices (mon. lOA; 'p"a. 12.2).

It should here be .,'idffil why TcrtulIiJll has so few friffids. His ?\ew Prophecy Jlld millffia:r:ianism, like his apologetic
th.",e of the balJllce of justice, .n spring from a confidffice in the goodness of God Jlld cOllllllffid thaI goodness 10 his

readers. Yel the pain Jlld cruelty ofpersecution dron him 10 ""tr.",es ofmelancholy optimism, which may be justified
from scripru:re but nol by the subsequffil hislory of ChristiJll thoughl Jlld practice.

lY 'h.te ,hidimus in cluo' txi'us. JJi. ,run' "mi"ibili" ali. int,mi"ibili•. S,cun<lum quod mmini clubium ,,' ali.
,""i~.tiommmmri. ali. damn.tiomm. Omn, d,lictum .u' ,',Ili. <li,pun~' .u, po,n" ",Ili. tx C.,ti~.tiom.po,n. tx
damn.tiom'



c-
Apocalypfic System

The nub"-JIlc, of T..-rull:i",,'s eschatology;s a response 10 objections ofpsychics, h..-etics Jlld philosoph..-s. In

rebutting the Lathobe objections to ?\cw Prophecy, Platonic Jlld :>.-I...-cioni!c objections 10 creation Jlld rCS\"Hction Jlld
docetic objections 10 incarnation, he s.-ls oUl a dcnlilcd account of soul, death Jlld resurrection, judgement, hea'-ffi, hen
Jlld millffilliJ! bliss. Apocalyptic 'ision ;s the laS! place fOf the modem read..- 10 expeel .ymmatic though!. Yel it ;s
precisd}' in this .,,-co of Tertulli",,'s though! thaI a distinguished theologian found whal he cJ!ls 'Tertulli",,'s Symm'.'"
Tertulli"". it is clJimcd, 'is astonishingly originJ! Jlld p..-sonJ!' yet displays the qualities which J:rC 10 mark Latin
Christianity- a respecl fOf man..-, concern fOf the inn..-Iifc of the soul Jlld pl'ssimism in the battle ag.mst sin. His
indi-'iduJ! genius shmnd bs in 'ils cuhurJ! Of linguistic cOlItribution th"" in a cmain ;lI!cnccnlJl quality' -" These
comments J:rC imponJllI because the)', in =, CJIllC from Jll imaginam-c Jlld pen.rrating mind Jlld becaus. th"}'
ChJ!lffig. th. common disjunction bmnffi JPOC.lyptic JIld sym1ll.tic thought. Sinc. th. purpos. of th. slUdy of oth..
think..-s is th. ov..-coming of COllC"pruJ! pJrochiJlism, it is h..-. th.l\n Jr, likdy 10 I.Jlll som.thing fr.sh. T..-rulliJll'S
SYSlffil mons through six COfIS.Cum" pJrts: trinity, cr••tion, soul, inCJlll'tion, inl..-m.di.l. slOl. JIld r'SlIlT'ction.

His .ccounl ofth. trinity, .s \n h.n S'ffi, finds plur.lity in th. inn..- o.-gm.tiOll of on. di--in. SUbS1JllC' JIld J!so in.
plur.lity of .,uSlffilS which d"pffid upon th. will ofth. f.th..-. Th. di--in. wisdom is found in thr•• sm.s: firsl in
undilf..-."ti.l.d unity with God, s,cOfIdly.s cOfIstinll.d within God with. \i.w 10 th. wo.-k of cr••tion, JIld thirdly.s
Jrticu!Jl.d JIld proc••ding from God."

Th. cr••tion of th. world is d.scrib.d in T..-rulliJll' s criticism of H..-mogffi's' uncr••l.d m.n..-," JIld his lit..-J! "".g.sis
ofG.". Llf., wh..-. h. ddin.s th••nnbUl's of God (H~ml. ~.l) JIld th. inf..-ior slONs ofm.n..- (H~ml. 7.3).

"Ibid HI

"Ibid J:>-:f D"';'lou OW" thi, aceount to A. Orb', El,m,nto, d, ttolo~a trinitoria ,n tl Ad"mus H,rmog,mm, ce I1-IS
Greg., H (191S), 100-1 J. H, nott, th, objections of:.!oingtto Orb,', aceount

" Thi, wu a <!i,Meti,·, tl,m,nt of:.Sddl, Platoni'm. S.. I.E W urine\;, ot"'ntions on T,rtulli",,', «,ati" ....""
H,rmog,n" VC 9(1911).12'l---:1



Th. soul com.s from th. br.ath (flatu;) of God, ha'-ing ils own b'd (gradu;), abon man... but bdow God wbo is
spirit (,p:r.tu;). It is 'immonal, co.-po.-.al, ha'-ing sh".,., simpl. in subslanc., susc..,tibl. of ils p.-op... functions,
d,,'doping in dilf....,l1 ways, ha'-ing fr••dom of choic., alf.cl.d by nl.-mal "'''lIS, chang.abl. in ils faculti.s, rational,
dominanl, c".,abl. ofp.-.s.,lIimffil' (an. 22.2). T..-rullian's p.-ofoundly original accounl of th. soul was 10 han ",.al

influffiC. on SUbS.quffil Latin thrology, .sp.cially thaI ofAugustin. who long.d only 10 know God and th. soul
"1\othing ffiOf'~ ?\othing Whal."",' (,o/. 1.27). Aft... T..-rullian, th. human p..-son and ils inn... lif. will han a plac. in
syslffilatic thrology. ,.

AgainSI :>-Ia:rcionil.s and \.al.minians, T..-rullian dd'ffids th. f1.sh of Chrisl. H.... Alpha is join.d 10 Om.ga, th.
b.ginning 10 th. ffid." Th. \'irgin Bifth Of 'n.w namily' ffiSlns thaI 'th. f1.sh born ofth. old s••d is lakffi up without

th. old s••d in Ofd... lo b. rffilad. by a n.w, spiritual s••d, fr•• from old slains' (cam. 17.3).

Th. inl..-mNnal. sial. bmnffi d.ath and r'SI"Hction d.m,.s imporIanc. from th. facl thaI p..-f.ction is r.ach.d in th.
rffi.,,-ing of th. body, and nol, as Gnostics thoughl, in .scaping from iI. Aft... d.ath, souls ji,.• in th. low... r.gions

(:nfm) und... th••arth. Sinn...s a:r. in prison, th. righlrous a:r. in Abraham's bosom, wh.... th"}' find Comforl
(,olan'um), r.sl (r<1qu:'e,) and rdl-.slunffil (r<1fr.'ger.'um), but (nc..,1 for th. marl}TS) a:r. nO! y.1 in h.a"ffi. T..-rullian
lak.S g.n...al id.as from apocalyptic and ddin.s thffillo np.-.ss his own ,i.ws, in a COh...ffil way." His location of th.
inl..-mNiial. Sial., bffi.ath th••arth, was nol adopl.d by thos. who cam. aft... him; but his accounl ofrequ:'e, and
r<1fr.'ger.'um pass.d inlo th. common thoughl ofChrislffidom.

Th. r.sUlT.ction of th. d.ad is T..-rullian's final thffil•. In his Ir.atis. on this subj.C1, h. us.s .arli... l..-minology with
",.al... darity and confidffiC.r Againsl :>-Ia:rcionil.s, h. concffilral.s on Paulin. thrology and idffitifi.S God's

goodn.ss with his justic•.

,
. D"';'lou find, offini,,· .. "",,,,1 points b'N'"n I ,rtullian ""d P."ol

"<•• Set .bo,.., ch, J

"1n oth" word" h, ..h, • m,-thicol th,olo~' ""d chang" it ;"'0 • mtionol th,olo~" D"';'lo1.1, latin CrJi"i~ni'y H'

,- 1, i, thi, which gi"" th, Ir,.ti" its txctptionol ch,u"'f, mohng it, ;" m,- own ,i,w no' onl,- hi, m.""p1tc', bu' th.. of hi,
worb which ha, th, most ,"oru,hing "1"',,,,ct for 'od.,-' D"';'lou, latin CrJi,;tianil)' Hl, D"';'lou <Ir.,,., h,.,ih' on P
Sini"olco, ?i"rGh~wi 'D. "curr."ion.' di Tmulliana (Rom" Ig5~)



AgJin'1 Gno,tic, (a, exemplifi.d in th. Epi,r1<! 10 Rh<!gino,), h. poinl' 10 a fun,,"" r'''''Hction of th. body rath.,- than a
pr""'1 ,piritual con,'.,-sioo. Th. 'f1.sh' in thi, work m.an, 'nalUral physical body'. H. b.gin, from cr.ation and th. daim
thaI God who mad. th. body will find it.asi.,-Io rema'" it (re,. 11.10). )'-laking and remaking.,,-. pari ofth. cyd. of
th. world which 1Um, from day to nighl,lighllo d.,,-kn''',Iif. 10 d.ath and th." r.lUm, 10 lighl and Iif. (r<!,. 14.2).
Cr.ation gu.,,-anl•• , th. goodn." of th. f1.sh, which God will nol r.j,cl. Rath.,- God rna... , f1.sh th. lUng. on which
d"ation IUms (c.,,-o dutis .'1 c.,,-oo') (r<!,. 8.2).

God shap.d th. f1.sh with his 0\'" hands, in his own imag., br.athing Iif. inlo it, making it 'uprem. 0'-"- th. r"1 of
cr.ation and making it his 0\'" poss.ssioo. H. could n.",,- r.j.cl whal is th. si'l.,- ofChri'l (r<!,. 9.2). Body and soul
cannol b. di-id.d and 'whal"'''- gOl'S on in th. h.arI is th. acmity ofth. soul in th. f1.sh, with th. f1.sh and through th.
f1.sh' (re,. 15.3). Th.,-d'or. both body and soul mu,1 fac. judgem"'l. From th.s. thr•• "'-gum."IS for th. r'''IlT'ction
of th. body (God', cr.am" pow.,-, th. dignity of th. f1.sh as si'l.,- of Chri'l and th. unity of soul and f1.sh), T..-rulIian
r.-rums 10 ,criplUr" Do.s ,criplUr' ju,tify this b.lid' or should r.,u:rr.ction lexls b. gi\'", a Gno,tic spiritual S."S. only?
AgJin'1 th. Gno,tic spiritual and th. J.,,-jsh !it.,-al inl..-pr.ration, T..-rulIian .,,-gu.s thaI som. proph.ci.s .,,-. 10 b. lak."
alI.goricany and oth.,-s .,,-. 10 b. lak." !it.,-alIy. His ex.g.sis ofPaul fonows th. ,am. principl., which gi\',s him a
fr••dom which his critics would d."y. Th. f1.sh and blood which cannOl inh..-it th. kingdom of God .,,-. nOl th. physical
body bill man's .,il works (re,. 49.11).

T..-rulIian shows originality in this coh.,-."I accounl, folk>wing th. tradition ofAsia )".!inor rath.,- than th. Gr••k
Apologi'I', drawing on ,criplUr' and philosophy, bill dd'tning ,,'..-,-thing in his own way. \\1lil. his conclusions sound
'trang. in a s.cul.,,- world, th." indical. th. working of an original mind, which m.1 th. obj.ctions of di!f.,-."I groups
with mor. coh.,-."c. than apolog.-tic can u,ually mJinIJin.

Two problems remJin 10 b. nol.d th. ,'''<In.ss ofT..-rulIian's imag..-,' which is n.",,- r=l. from r.alit}' and th.
s.,·..-it}' of a lo,-ing God low.,,-d sin. Th. ,,,id imag..-,' can b. dd'.nd.d, for



th..-. is no oth..- way of d.scribing un.arthl)' r.aliti.s;" how.",,-, T..-rullian's languag. is 100 r.adily Itnhd 10 .arthl)'
r.alil}', b.caus. h. cannol abandon th. cr.aIOf. Th. s.,·..-it}' of di--in. judg=.,,1 is inl."sifi.d in T..-rullian for 1\'-0
r.asOlls. Firsl, b.caus. th. gr.al.sl barri..- 10 b.lid'in an OlllllipoI."I, good God is th. suff..-ing of innoc.,,1 propl.,

,sp"ciall}', for T..-rullian, th. horrOf ofmart}Tdom. lfGod b. God, h. must r.w...-d and punish in a way thaI will
pr.sum. 10 "ip. our this \UOIIg. S,cOlldly, for T..-rullian, as was s• ." in his ...-gum.,,1 againsl ),-I...-cion, it is importanl
thaI th. 011. God dispens. good and .,illo th. juSI and th. unjust. God is nol God ifh. b. nol both good and juSI. God
is nol juSI ifh. do.s nol punish .,il. On .ach ofth.s. poinls, T..-rullian is d.scribing di--in. r.aliti.s in lefIlls ofhis rul. of
faith Of final ,-ocabul...-y. ),-\oSI propl. would judg. him 10 b. \UOIIg in th. s.,·..-it}' ofhis God. Th. importanlthing for

our und,,-slanding is 10 s•• all th.s. d=."ls as coh..-.m with th. "ocabul...-y which h. us.s.

In d<J re.w-rea'on<J, th. simm..-ing cOlltro",,-sy pr"p"'-'S for T..-rullian's climax. Th. mass of d.rail ...-gu.s th• ."tit.
inl.grir}' ofth. human p"-SOll who slands bd'or. God. How can \n sing th. n.w sOllg (R.,.. 5.9 and H.3) if\n do nol
know who \n ...-. who gi-.', him thanks (re•. 56)~ H..-. T..-rullian's final \"ocabul...-y com.s aJi,.• for th. indi-'idual.

h..-,-thing c."tr.s upon humanity, fOf whom God has d.stin.d fir. Of ,,'..-lasting joy (re•. 59). D."y th. transformation
ofth. world inlo a n.w ag. and you disclos. a fals. priority, sinc. th. r.".wal ofhumanity do.s nO! han 10 fir inlo a
fun,,"" disp."satiOll; bur th. fun,,"" disp."sation has 10 fir ...-ound humanity, for whom God mahs all things n.w. As Paul
promis.d, r.capilulatiOll falls upon us: th. world,lif., d.ath, things pr.S.,,1 and things 10 com., alI...-. ours (l Cof.
3.22). Th. f1.sh in which \n sinn.d, th. f1.sh in which \n suu,,-ok thaI sam. f1.sh shall s•• God's saJ,'ation Of
damnation (re•. 59.3). Do \n doubl God's POW..-IO r.".w in Ofd..-Io judg.~ \\'. han s• ." a ship whos. d.caying

hulk had b• ." so smash.d by slorms thaI it b...-dy Itmp.d inlo port; y.1 OIIC. r.".\nd, rdin.d and transform.d, it rod.
th. wans as

""Th, promist of God', d,oling with us through gra" can b, stt b,for, us ;" nothing but irnag". for w, h.", not nt
exp,ri,n"d th, "ali,," A. Furt<.•'ill En~,hAppr,ciation. ;" H. W Bur"h (,d.), K.ry·gma arJ .\fylh (london 1917). 212-))
(122)



befOf. (re,. 60f). ThaI acl on which our p.&ction d"Pffid" th. joining offbh 10 ,pirit, ha, ahady b.ffi p.&md in
Chri'l (r",. 63.lf) In hi, own ,dfth. 1\'-0 nann, han b.ffi join.d. ThaI alon. i, th. r.a,on why \n shall ri,., our
f1.sh ffitir. and our idffitily inlaCI. Fl.sh and ,pirit ..... join.d a, brid.",oom and brid•. '" Th. ",.al plan of r.dffilPtion
com., hom. 10 .ach human Iif•. A mod.,." Chri,tian and H..-aclil.an poem cdd'fal" th. ,am. my'I"')' of
r.capiNlation

In .flash ... trump" crash
] om oll .. onet what Christ i, ,met h. i, wh.. ] om. ..,d
Thi, Jock joke. poor po"h"d. poteh. m.tchwood. immonol eliomond

h immonol eliWlond."

'" Th. m. of <hi, m".phor hm would b. irnpo"ibl. for • h.w of mom.g.

)., "Th.. :-:.tua i, • H"ocli".., Fir• ..,d ofth. comfort ofth. R"urrtction' in G.rord :'!on!.\" Hoplcin, .1 "t.r/ion. • d. W H
Gudn" (london. 191)). 66
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TenulliJll was d.lermin.d 10 Ii\.• by this simplicity in a compln Jlld conflicting world. His .thics will b. consid..-.d
und..- thr•• p",-adous: Ion Jlld f.",-, dffiial Jlld affirmation of th. world Jlld narurallaw Jlld apocal}l"'.

..-

Lon and Fear

Th••J:r1}' apologisls found a pow.nuJ "'-gum.,,1 fOf ChristiJllIruIh in th. nc.n."c. of ChristiJll Ii\·.s. Ath6sm was, fOf
JllC;.,,1 RomJlls, a mo.-al rath..- thJll a thffilogical failing; disb.li.f in th. gods mad. propl. Ullf.liabl. Jlld a dJllg..- 10
th. sial•. TenulliJll painls a glowing picrur. of ChristiJll mo.-als Jlld r"POfls thaI h. Jlld oth..-s w..-. firsl con,·m.d by
obs.,-,-ing th. courag. Jlld faithfuh,.ss of ChristiJlls. IfpagJllS .ncounl..-.d u:nimp<.s';'·. ChristiJllS, th. apolog.-tic
"'1..-prjS' was sub,·m.d Jlld a main apolog.-tic "'-gum.,,1 d.stroy.d.

(i)-
Lon' A, F/ti"'ale Co",,,,alld alld Chmliall Perfeclioll

TenulliJll, a Sloic in his comm."dation of r.ason Jlld law, compassion, chastily Jlld pati..lC', found all th.,. ,irru., 10
b. p<.,.,,1 in ChristiJll'. Y.. lon r.-mains th. SIlJX.-m. sacram."I, tr.asur. Jlld final pm.ction of th. ChristiJll (pal.
12.8;[ug. H.2). 's•• how th"}' Ion on. anoth..-' is th. sign ofth. ChristiJll family (ap. 39.7). Lon ofGod Jlld
n6ghbour ;s th. ultimal. commJlld, a UlJi,·..-sallaw which is nol th. peculi",- p<op..-t}' of ISlad (Jud. 2.3). em·." in th.
b.ginning 10 Adam Jlld En, it n••d.d no npJllsion Jlld would han b.ffi SulliC;ffil ifit had b• ." fon"'nd. All th. oth..
commJlldmffilS ",-. gffi..-al.d by it. Adam Jlld En would nol han disob"},.d God ifth.y had lond him. Th"}' would
nol han inJ:limd d.ath upon .ach oth..- ifth"}, had Iond th.;,- n6ghbour.

Th. p..-siSlffil p<,c"p1 oflon shows thaI th. sam. God spoh through :-",os", Chrisl Jlld th. aposrl., (.lfan. 5.8.9).
Lon of ffi.-mi., brings th. JllCiffillaW 10 Compl.lffi.,S in Chrisl Jlld poinls 10 th. coming ffid. It is distincw.-dy
ChristiJll Jlld d.-ID·" from on. God. 'Fo.- this;s our pm,cl Jlld p<op..- fOllll of goodn.ss, nol som.rhing which is
sh",-.d in common with oth..-s. Fo.- all Ion



their friends, but only ChristiJllS Ion their enffilie •. So they who know the future Jlld sec the signs of things 10 come musl
preach u",n!come lrulhs oU! of lon, Jlld fOf the s""'ation of enffilies' (Soap. 1.3).' \\nen ChristiJllS pray, 'Hallowed be
thy nJllle', they pray fOf the hallo"-ing of God's nJllle both in those ,,'ho ",e in him Jlld in all, including their personal
enffilies (or. 3A), fOf whom God's grace is w:liting. Lon of enffilies is a di--ine commJlld. Th..-e ",e people who gi\'e

good reason why they should be Mled Jlld c\lfsed; but God Ms commJllded thaI they belond Jlld blessed (,p"a.
16.6).

?\0 principle of ethics was immune, TcrtulIiJll found, from misuse. Some ChristiJllS used the Ion commJlld 10 avoid

fasting. Failh Jlld the Ion of God Jlld ncighbo\lf suffice, they claimed, fOf ChristiJll obedience; Jll C1llpty slomach adds
nothing. Such specious reasoning protects the indulgence ofpsychic ChristiJllS (,,,i. 2.8). How.",,-, right usc of the

commJlld has endless rd"'Jllce. The flesh is the ncighbo\lf who must belond. Resurrection is a certain hope, simply
because God could nev..- consign that flesh which be",s his image, which is the work ofhis hJllds Jlld the sist..- of Christ,

10 desuuction (r",. 9.2).

Anoth..- part ofncighbo\lfly Ion is modest dress. Provocam'e clothing incites h...-mfullust. 'Arc \n then 10 display

o\lfse"'es so that oth..-s perish when it is said in this respecl: you shall Ion YO\lf ncighbo\lf as YO\lfself. It is s\lfdy "Tong 10
gi\'e so much attention 10 one's own concerns Jlld not 10 c",e fOf the oth..-' (cull. 2.2.5). \\1lile humankind is a unity (ap.
37.10), 'with how much more reason ",e they called Jlld consid..-ed broth..-s, who recognize one God as fath..-' (ap.
39.9). The Ion commJlld is h..-elinked 10 Sloic UlJi,'..-so.lism, just as it is linked dsewh..-e 10 Plalonic hope.'

Lon m"'ches on. Perfection is not a smtic smte but a continuous surpassing ofwhat truly be expected. Lon of the
enC1llY, who is a strJllg..-, increases O\lf Ion fOf O\lf ncighbo\lf. Lon which goes beyond what is due cnI",ges the
kindness which is due (.\!an. 1.23.5).

, Similorl\ Justin point> to th, ",w",,, oflo", fOf ,,,,mit> in contr." '0 horlot> who 10'" ."d '",-<oll,,,o,, who gi", fOf th,
s.h offtwud(l apo!. ll)

, Cl,m,n' of .'J,,,,,,clri.. m'om. 2.n.li l---{;



(ii)-
LOl'~ Replaced by Fear and Hop~?

FOf the oth..- side of TertulIi",,' s p...-adox, \H may Con,'eniffil!}' ru:m 10 a modern critique, which attacks the negam'e

aspecls ofhis ethics.' The enormous length of the wo.-k indicales a suu,,-"lc 10 und"-sl",,d the mass of delailed ethical
p.-escription. TertulIi"", \H ...-e righI!}' lold, gaH mo.-als a Cffitral place because he thoughl thai they w..-e the special
concern of God. Faith is reHaled by m"""..- of life, ""d doctrine is displayed by conduci (prae.cr. ~3.2). True innocffice
belongs 10 Christi""s because, taughl by God, they folk>w whal was reHaled by the UUe leach..- ""d o.-dained by the
judge whom none may defy (ap. ~5.1). Apart from God all is pen'..-se (cull. 2.1 .3). Christi""s ...-e recognized by the
londy exCenffiCe of their mo.-al achiC'l'emffil which p.-oduces mo.-e disciples th"" do the emply wo.-ds of oth..-s (ap.
50.H-15). They...-e governed by the scriprures (prae.cr. 38A) which...-e dci lin..-ae (an. 2.5).

They had their critics. Cdsus had mainlained thai th..-e was nothing in scriprure which had nol already beffi said by the
Greeks, who had nol needed the p.-ornises of a god Of son of god' Origffi replied thai Christi"" leaching wffil beyond ""
,:lite ""d was mo.-e dfecm'e; Christi""s also had the am·""tage ofbcing always united 10 God (eel•. 7.51). Origffi docs
not dffiy Cdsus' claim fOf simi1arily of conlffil, but simply underlines the Cffitral place of God.

The crunch of the criticism is thai TertulIi"" speaks statistically less aboutloH th"" docs the ?\ew Teslamffil. \\1li1e the
question is, we ...-e righI!}' lold, 100 complex 10 sme by counting wo.-ds, th..-e is a pUllle in TertulIi",,' s comp...-am'e
negleci ofloH whffi bffievolffice was highly p.-aised in his culNral ffi\-;"onmffil. Rambaux notes thai the controv..-sy with

),-I...-cion sCls TertulIi"" in opposition 10 the solitary di\-ine ideal of love; he docs nol sec thai this could be enough, g;..'ffi
TcrtulIi",,' s bellig..-ence in debale, 10 explain the whole phcnomcnon. Such a conclusion would haH been correcl but

mighl haH dcpm'ed us of the remaining four

) Th••xampl. uhn hm i, th.. of C. Rambaw, Tmullimfac< a:L< mora:.,; d.,; troi, premier, ,i.rt.,; ?ori, 191~). Thi, l""g.
book i, not a con,incing account of T.rtullian', .thics_ but it i, ,timulating and J'f0,'ocoti,·. and J'f".nt> a ,.." quanti"· of
u"ful ma"riol



hundr.d pag.', and would han bypa".d a pmbl.", which i, .".miallo th. und""landing of T.nullian. \\1ml i, cl.ar i,
thaI T.nullian', chid' COIIC..-n i, d.,·otion 10 011. God.

Lon, it i, claim.d, ha' b.ffi r"plac.d by f.ar and hop•. H. who acc"pI' Chri,tian b.lid', i, cO!llJ""n.d 10 b. b.n.,.,
through f.ar of .-I..-nal punishm.m and !lop. of .-I..-nal bliss (ap. W.2). Th. 1\'-0 mom·. f",n, bdund moralilY ar. f.ar and
hope; offailh, T.nullian ,ay' thaI und.,. P"f,.cution th.,.. i, no room for anything but f.ar and hope (jug. 1.6). God mu,1
b. f.ar.d b"}'OIId all oth.,., b.caus. hi, judg.",ffil i, mor. rigorous and b, qualifi.d (nat. 17.29; ap. 18.3; re;. 15.8;
an. 33.11; paen. 3.9, ~A and 5A; man. 2.3). Th.,.. i, n6th.,. pardon, nor "PP"alnor notic. of dal. (pud. 9.10; an.
33.11). Th. 'ffilffiC' will b. mor. ,.,..,.. than in .arthl}' court, (paen. 12.1) and th. punishmffil willla'l for",·", (nat.
1.7.29, 1.19.6; "p. 18.30) b.caus. of God', ang.,. and crudlY (Ie;t. 1.5; .\!an. 2.11.1, 13.2, 27.8, ~.7.13). So
T.nullian null, in th. funn prO'p'CI ofP"f,.cutor, in h.n (;p"a. 30f) and ,.-I, Chri,tian ob.diffiC. in proportion 10 th.
,."...-it}' of th. thr.al and th. lib.,.alil}' of th. promi,. und.,. which it a..•, (pat. ·Uf)

Anoth.,. 'word-counl" show, thaI f.ar do., much bm.,. in th. Old T.,Iamffil than in th. l\."v T.,Iamffil. Y.-I it i,
claim.d thaI T.nullian do., not ,ay anything n.w about God', ang..-; h. ,imply omit, th. qualification' which hi,
ffi'-;,-onmffil had introduc.d' H. i, ind••d COIIsi'lffil in hi, r.j.ction of th. glori., of thi, world. Hi, humility i, o!f.,..d 10
God a1on. with non. of th. horizOlllal, communal cOII'.qu.nc., which th. l\.w T.'lam.m r.qu:ir.,.-

F.ar d.,troy, 10,-•. On mamag., Rambaux claim, thaI T.nullian ,.-I, him,df again'l ,cripnn, Judai,m, catholic
Chri'tianity and mo,1 philosoph.,." Itning up IOg.th.,. with J.wish ,.m, Chri,tian h.,..si." l\""PlaIOlliS!> and d.,,·ot•• , of
lsi,.' But T.nullian', position i, b.n.,. und""lood from hi, 0\'" argumffil' which d.-ID·. from 011. God who will, our
'anctification. 'For h. will, thaI \n who ar. hi, imag. b.com. al,o hi, Iikffi''', thaI \n may b. holy a, h. i, holy'. Th.,..
ar. di!f.,.ffil kind, of 'anctification - ,-;,-gtnil}'

'R=tba= Tmullim. 9J

'Ibid. 125. lli, account ofR=tbaux will hordlY do; tith" I .rtulli"" i, mort "ol.nt th"" hi, conttmpomri" Of h. i, not

Ibid 1M

'Ibid 21J.



from birth, ,irginit}' from second birth Jlld continence within marriage (Call. 1.3f) TenulliJll rejects JII ,,,,lence, JII killing
,,'en by soldi...s or by courts oflaw, Jlly form of abortion Jlld ,,'en altendJllce al the JrnPhilheatre. Yet this is still nol,
says Rambaux, the radic", moralily of the Sermon on the :-'-IoullI which rath... requires the remo,-", of the inwa:rd
disposition 10 kill; TenulliJll relains a disposition 10 Jllg... Jlld hatred. On the contra:ry, TenulliJll' s position is dea:r Jlld is
simple obedience 10 the sixth commJlldmenl: Thou sh",1 nol killl His obsession with one God comes out again in his
restriction on the fOfgi-.'eness of sins. \\.e may fOfgi-.'e sins committed againsl ollfsek'es, but nol sins againsl God (pud.
2.10). God pa:rdons only und... stricl conditions - sins committed in ignorJllce (paen. 5.2), fOf which pellJllce has been
done (paen. 6A) Jlld baptism rec,,;,,'ed (paen. 6). Aft... baptism th...e CJll be only one furth... fOfgi-.'eness Jlld this musl
fonow s,,'...e pellJllce (paen. 7.2 Jlld 10, 9.1 Jlld ~). TenulliJll n."", admitted the possibilily thaI God mighl pa:rdon

fredy.

The grealesl ,-irtue is patience (pal. 1.7) which safegua:rds JII God's decrees Jlld commJllds (pal. 15.2). For patience
JIIows God 10 be God. VengeJllce is mine Jlld I will repay' (Deul. 32.35) meJllS 'Patience is mine Jlld I will rewa:rd
patience' (pal. 10.6). The crealor leaches the patience which wails on the di--ine patience (.Ilan. ~.16.3). The

omnipresenl will of God implies thaI p ...secution should nol be ",'cided. It cannot h"PPel' without the will of God (man.
3.3---4; .corp. 2-7;[ug. 1---4). ),-Ia:rI}TOOm lestifies 10 God (man. 3.1), gi-.'es glory 10 him (pal. HA). Th...e was a

widespread desire for h...oic death, supported by legend Jlld example; but TenulliJll is simply folk",-ing the logic of di--ine
omnipolence in confidence of et..-n", life. His loy:iliy 10 one God may be summed up in 101", dedication ofhea:rt, strength

Jlld mind 10 the God of the bible'

This fin"' ,-...dicl has, I think, reru:med 10 the centre ofTenulliJll's ethic. The clarity of this perception is IoSI in the
concluding pages wh...e it is claimed thaI TenulliJll has introduced new demenls Jlld omitted centr", pa:rts of the ?\.,,
TeSlamenl.D As a result, his con,·...sion Jlld thaI of those who fonmnd him from

; Ibid., '11. 'il n\' • p" d, ,i, "innocent<" ,n d,ho" d, robti"""ce .. '" comm""d,m,nts'

,., Ibid.. <11.



pagJllism was lllOf. illusion than r.alit}'. Th.y w..-. abl. 10 go 011 Ii--ing as bd'or. bur und..- a dilf"-"-lllabd. 11 This has nol
b• .., subslantial.d by th•• ...-li..- .,id..,c. which indical.s thaI T..-rul1ian was allogg..--h.ads with mosl of his
COlll.-mpor...-i.S. Th. v..-diCl of'innovalory conformism' is a tribur. 10 his achi,,'=..,l, his s..,s. ofp...-adox and th.
untidin.ss of a cr.am" mind. \\1lil. h. b.gins as a , ..110m monoth6s1 who tri.d 10 hold 01110 both Old and "'.w
T.sram..,IS, .sp.ciany th. Old which :-'-I...-cion wanl.d 10 lal:. away, his acc..,lanc. of Sloic ,'alu.s r..,.-.s.ms anoth..
dim..,sion of ConfliCl and ""-;C!un..,l."

(iii)-
Fro", Fear /0 Obedienu and LOl-e

:-'-Ionoth6sm is th. key bur nol th. whol. answ..-. Th. p...-adox ofIon and f• ...- is linked with th. p...-adox of good!,.ss
and justic. in God, which is th. sruffof th• ...-gum..,l againsl :-'-I...-cion. It is not simply a man..- of cOlllradiclory sou.ns in
Old and "'.w T.slam..,ls. "'or is it a slllT..,d..-, as has b• .., cbim.d, ofth. "'.w 10 th. Old. Abon all, a p...-adox is
n.",,- simply th. juxlaposition of cOlllrary claims. lfGod b. God, h. is 10 b. f• ...-.d. lfh. is 10 b. f• ...-.d, h. musl b.
ob.,-.d; bur his 011. command is 10 Ion. Lon springs from th. f• ...- which perf,cllon casls our.

Lon and f• ...- ...-.ltnk.d by th. COllC..,1 of sham•. In T..-rul1ian's b,sl-known p...-adox," sham. is th. dominanl spur 10
T..-rul1ian's cboic•. \\'. cOllsid..-.d I\vo claus.s of th. ",.al p...-adox: "';sr.1ll0Iogical (cr.dibil. quia in..,mm') and
m.-raphysical (c..-rum quia impossibil. '). Discussion of th• .-!hical claus. (non pud.-r quia pud..,dum') was poslpOfl.d until
\n cam. 10 T..-rul1ian's .!hics; bur, as th. firsl claus., it s.-rs th. Ion. for th•• ...-li..- discussion and indical.s th. ori..,ration
of T..-rul1ian's !if•. Th. n,c,ssaf)' dishonour offailh is th. hop. of th. world. \\1law,-,,- is unwo<thy of God is 10 our
b..,dil. \\'• ...-. sai'. if\n ...-. nol confus.d abour our lord, who said thaI h. would b. asham.d ofthos. who had b• ..,

11 'C<mum I,rtullim la ,ocii,i ~ico-<om.m,a adop'i un, nou,',ll, "ligion phi'o' qu, des ,..I'\If' d, ,i, nou,',ll,,' Ibid.. ,)j

" In th, in,,,,,,, of proportion. th, <li,russion ofR=tbaut, book has b..n abb",ia"d.•'ill "',nd,d critiqu' bY Ch. :'!unitf rnav
b, found in I ,rtulli"" fa" a\IX rnotol" des troi, pr,mi", ,iid". R...-S?. l' (19S0), 11 i-Si

"S.. abo"'. ch. i



asham.d ofhim. Through his Io.-d's disgrac. T.nulIian is 'shamd.ss in a good s.m. and f.licitously foolish' (b.n.
impoo.-ns, f.licit..- sNlNs) FOf th. SOfl of God is crucifi.d; 'I am nol asham.d b.caus. it musl b. a shamdUlthing' (llOfI
pOO.-l, quia poo.-ndum 'Sl) Th. inl.n.crual subtl'I}', which th••arli..- ch"PI"- ""plo.-.d is nol th. ultimal. pari of
T.nulIian's claim. R.j.ction of di--in. sham. could only.-nd in human p..-dition. Bdlind all thaI T.nulIian \UOI.lay th. f.ar
thaI, ifh. w..-. now asham.d ofJ.sus, 0fI thallasl day, th. only day thaI man..-.d, J.sus would b. asham.d ofhim. H..-.
again T.nulIian was as classical as h. was ",'ang.lical, fOf

,h"",. continUts to wOO; fOf m ., it wOO;.d fOf the Gr"h ;" .".ntiol WOH. By gi'ing through the .motion, 0"n" of who
om i, ""d of what om hopts to b., it m.<lia.. , b.....·"n oct, chou"'" ""d con"qu.n", ""d 01,0 b.....·"n .wcol d.m""d, ""d
the "" ofJjf. Thi, w., ;" sub"""" al<..<l\' the .wcol p''''holog\' ,,'.n ofth. ""ci.nt Gr"h ""d, dtspi.. the mod.m
i'olation of guilt, it fomt, 0sub"""tiol part of our own."

Th. achi",'=.-nl ofT.nulIian is thaI, wh.-n h. is mosl biblical and ",'ang.lical, h. is mosl classical and Sloic, and thaI h.
n",'..-I.ans his sourc.s unchang.d. Th. sham. of God in,'ms th. classical and s.cular claim; th. ultimal. sham. is failur.
10 shar. thaI sham. of Goo. Only a SIlr\,,'Of within a marl}T church could f.d th. inl.-nsil}' which, fOf T.nulIian, unit.s Ion
and f.",. 'H. who f.ars 10 suff..- cannOl bdong 10 him who suff..-.d; bUl h., who do.s nol f.ar 10 suff..-, will b. p..-f.C1.d
in lon, thaI is th. Ion of God. FOf p..-f,cllon casls oUl f.ar (l John ~ .18) and th..-d'Of. many ar. call.d bUl f.w ar.
chos.-n Q.hn. 22.H)' (jug. H.2).

B-
Denial and Affirmafion of (be "'orld

(;)
World-denial:
J/ul'lyroolll, V;rginil)', JlodeMy, Fasting

T.nulIian ""plains 10 marl}TS why th." ar. b.n..- offin a gaol which s"paral.s th= from th. world which is th. uu.
priSOfl. FOf many r.asOflS, th. world is a dark..- plac. than gaol: it blinds human h.arls nOl .,-.s; it chains souls nOl bodi.s;
its air is foul..-
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(=. 1.3). Tertulli",,' s accounl of spiriruJ! mJITiage - nub,mJ d<Jo - poinls 10 a passionale ""d inlffise ddication 10 God,"
in a cOlllempbm'e life, which seeks him by intimale p.-ay..- in the comp""y of ""gds. \ "irginity ""d cOIItinffice ",e lllOfe
dfecm'e th"" rationJ! inquiry, for cOIItinffice p.-"p",es the body 10 \n", the garmffil of incorruption (=. 1.7.1). Tertulli""
speaks of the spiriruJ! Jlfection of those who ",e mJITied 10 Chrisl Of God (=. 1A ..If.) ""d the anracm'ffiess of those
(,p<Jc:o,ae pu<Jllae) who ",e his (=. I.~A). This is JII spiriruJ! (Ca.ll. 10.2). In the lasl days, he who has a wife should be
as he who has none, whffi God draws ne", in speciJ! intimacy."

Such mJITiage is the clue 10 chastily ""d 10 the cOIItinence of JII in the Ofd..-s of the church. They han reslored honour 10
the flesh ""d they ",e children of the age 10 come when, free from passion, they ffil..- the p",adise which was IoSI by
passion (Ca.ll. 13..1). 1\or is their chastily foreign 10 the high..- ideJ!s ofpagJnism wh..-e ,irginil}' ""d monogamy imitale,
011 Sal""'s side, the 'irrues owed 10 God (Ca.ll. 13.3).

:>-IOOesl}' is closely linked with sJ!"ation (cull. 1.2.5). Fleshly IuSI ""d worldly greed deny the superiority of spirit 0'-"
flesh (=. 1.5..1). COIItinence leads 10 life e1ernJ! (=. 1.7.1). Fffide fin"')' is inapp.-opriale ""d leads JIong the path of the
fJllen En (cull. I.1.3). Cosmetic c",e is a form of p.-OStirutiOll (cull. pa;;:m). \\"omen beguile through magic, gold, jewds

""d cosmetics (cull. 1.2.1). Fffide clothing may poinl in opposite directions; plJin dress indicales purity, omamffil
indicales impurity (cull. I.·U).

Gold, su.,,,- ""d p.-ecious slones ",e useless ""d only ,'Jlued for their mmy (cult. 1.7.1). God ""d nan".. dffiy the
J!I..-ation ofnarurJ! colours (cull. 1X2). Christi"" women will nO! OIIly be modesl but will "PP"'" so (cull. 2.1.2), nO!
OIIly a"cid sin but shun ..,."'), stimulus 10 sin (cull. 2..1.2). Beauty is nol itsdf10 be fe"'ed; how..,',,- it is so inferior 10

holiness thaI it is sup..-fluous ""d should be obscured (cult. 2..1.1). :>-Ien musl, und..- God, equJlly a"cid omamffil.
Grav:'Ia; go'-erns JII ""d is the ground ofmasculine

"c. Iibil'tti, \'ito con"mpl.tin in I,rtulli""o, Orph, :-:S 1 (l>S I), Jl~J~ (JJl)

" Ibid., JH '1. 'i,iom cri,ti"". d,ll. ,ito ri,ulto in I,rtulli""o unit";" put tu conting'nti lluttua.rioni, 10 "",lito ,,,.,,uogico ch,
."oci. "lib.,o , ,ito con"mpl.ti,·" p"nd, , anim. il mo p,mi"o, d.n. con,'mion, .n, ultim, opm • noi no'"



mod.,t}, (cull. 2.S.I). Chri,tiJll Womffi should try to , • .", poo.- b.caus. th"}' PO"'" ,uch ,piritual 'Halth. Th"}' do nol
w""llo "PP"'" \"olupmous Jlld haH f"'lOunc.d th. wichdn." of th. pr"ffil as. (cult. 2.11£) If, by folk>wing RomJll
Jlld Chri,tiJll m=..." Womffi f.",ain quiffi}' al hom" c1oth.d in uprighm.", holin." Jlld mod.,t}" thffi God will b. th.ir
1o\"... (cull.2.13.6).

:>-lod.,t}, i, n,,·... a n.gam·. ,1rtu', but out,trip, "·ffi patiffic, a, 'th. flow... ofm=..." th. honour ofour bodi." th.
grac. ofour "'X", th. inl.gr-ity of th. blood, th. gu"'''''I•• ofour rac., th. basi, ofholin.", th. fOf.-ta'l. of "."')' good
thing' (pud. L1). Th. f.Cffil conap,. ofpurity through th• ..,i,copal 'Jllction of adull"')' Jlld fornicatiOll (pud. 1.6) i, a
sign thaI th. ffid i, n..,r. FOf th. cu,lom ofth. church ha, alway, b.ffi 011 th. sid. ofmod.,t}" Jlld in th. church.,
found.d by apo,tl., Of apo'IO~C mffi ,irgin, haH wom th. Hil. Th.... i, w,·...,ity in th. AfriCJll us. ofth. H';]; but th.
tru!h , ••, th. unHiling of,irgin, a, a form off"P" (v,-rg. 3A). Ind••d ,cripnn, nann Jlld di,ciplin., which all com. from
God, dd'ffid th. \"61. Th.law which com., from ,cripnn i, conftrm.d by nann Jlld f.quir.d by di,ciplin. (v,rg. 16.1).
To th.,. authoriti." T..-rulIiJll add, Jllg.~c guidJllc,. To th. folk>w..., of th. ?\.w Proph.cy (no!>i,), Jll Jllgd ha, ,pokffi
through 011. ofth. si'I..." I.lling h... thaI th. unco,·..-ing ofh... n.ck i, a, bad a, th. unco\"..-ing ofth. f"1 ofh... upp...-
So, rigorism rul., all. Pati.nc. 'IJlld, in th. Cffitr. ofmo.-al" ~-ing 'tr.ngth 10 faith, IoH, humility Jlld pffiitffiC', whi!. it
f.'train, fbh, longu. Jlld hJlld, from "il (pal. 15).

Fa,ting caus.d cOlltro\"...,y Jlld h.... again narur., ,criprur. Jlld di,ciplin. "'. cOllsid....d. ",'arur. show, thaI th. m""y
marriag., of th. p,ychic, "'. Iinhd with gluttony b.caus. of th. proximity of th. fd"·""1 m.",b..., of th. body (,-"i. I. I).
In ,criprur., th. fir'l commJlld 10 Adam wa, thaI h. should nol .al (,,,i. 3.2). In di,ciplin., from :>-10,., Jlld Hj"" 10 Paul,
th. nampb Jlld pr.,cription, of ab,tinffic, "'. mJllY (,-"i. 6-8).

Di,ciplin. train, th. ,oul fOf tim., of trial through fa,ting. It i, ludicrous whffi h....-tic, f••d th.ir mart}T> '0 'Hn thaI in'l.ad
of conf."ing th.irlo.-d, th"}' bdch Jlld hiccup (,,,i. 12.3). hffi ,piritual bishop, Jlld PffiPl. n••d 10 b. wam.d again'l
gluttony which will bring th.",IO Had., in compJlly with 0;,.• , rath... thJllIO



paradis. in company with Lazarus. Thos. who criticiz. Christian fasting as an imitation ofpagan pmctic. should r.cogniz.
th.-ir inf.riority 10 thos. pagans who fasl bd'or. th.-ir idols, whi!. psychic Christians rdUs.lhis s."ic. 10 th. Ji,-ing God.
Carnal Christians han, for a god th.;,- bdly, for a l.-mpl. th.-irlungs, for an altar th.-ir paunch, for spirit th. sm.n ofth.-ir
food, for spiritual gifts th.-ir s.asonings and for proph.cy a h.art}, Christian bdch ("". 16.8). Th. Christian athl.l. must
"nsl1. againsl worldly pow..-s. Th. glutton will b. mor. allracw.·. 10 b.ars and lions than 10 God; bUl ifh.;s 10 m• .-I
th= withoUl disasl..-, h. n••ds 10 train as an athl.l. of God (,·"i. 17.9).'-

(ii)-
"arid-affirHla /io n:
Loyall)' /0 Creator, .IJarriage .\Jade in heal'en, Finali/)' of/he Fle,h

T..-rullian's rigorism has allraCl.d much attffition and it;s .asy 10 miss its constant qualification through loyally 10 th.
cr.alor and 10 th. fl.sh in which h. has doth.d humanity. Enjo}mffil of sounds and sighls, in th.-ir prop..- pagan plac. and
tim.,;s an OlfffiC' 10 UU. r.ligion and th. uu. God (,peCl. I). How..,·..-, \n do ttOllos. God simply by b.mg in th. world
(,aeculum), bUl only by sinking inlo its sin; in th. l.-mpl. ofS..-apis or th. th.atr. \n d.s..-t th. God who mad. us and
'polhll.d things polhll. us' (d" con/aminali" con/aminamur) (,peCl. 8.10). ?\0 on. writ.s with mor. ffithusiasm of th.
b.aUly of God's cr.ation (.Ilan. Ll3A-H.lf)

T..-rullian's dffiigration ofmarriag. has drawn much attffition b.caus. of th. ,iolffic, ofhis ,i'\\"5. Y.-I h. righl1y claims 10
pr'Sffil a middl. way bmnffi h..-.-tics who abolish marriag.s and psychics who multiply th=. Thos. who ar. spiritual
and Continffil honour th. law ofmarriag. wh..-. th. on. God pr.scrib.s on. marriag. (mon. 1.2). F",v writings han b.ffi
wors. und,,-slood than T..-rullian's l.tt..- 10 his "if. wh..-. h. lisls th. disabiliti.s ofmarriag. only 10 ffid with a splffidid
.wogy of th. marriag. which h. and his "if. han known. Th..-. ar. no words 10 I.n of th. happin." of th. marriag.
which th. church bbs.s and which angds r.counl in h.a'·ffi. On. in fl.sh and in spirit, IWO propl. pray and s.,,·. God

,- Otho< .",tic ".ching of I ,rtulli"" has tttn <li,russ,d in th, pr"iom ch.p'" undo< :'!on,mi,m
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economy which mons from creation 10 resurrection, for which life must be Ii-'ed in freedom from sinfullusls and in the
fullness of the flesh which will rise again. Body and soul exisl in ha:rmony and han a common furore in the resurrection.
God has arranged creation for man who is hoth soul and body (re,. 5). Although man is made ofhoth body and soul, his

life is an undi-ided unity, the flesh ofman cannol be disca:rded; and his final end must relale 10 hoth soul and hody and nol
juSllO one part ofhim.

c-
:"afural Law aud Apocalypse

The final pa:radox in TertulIian' s ethics is bmnen nalUrallaw and apocalypse, bmnen creation and consummation,
bmnen beginning and end. 'It is a long way', \,,-ites Spanneur, 'from conscience and law 10 the renlations of the
pa:rad.-re ... However, if the lrulh ofp.-ophecy gains an everla:rger place through TertulIian' s growing adherence 10
:-'-lomanism, conscience and nalUre hep their force 10 the end. '\0 Al firsllook, TertulIian unites dry moral theology with
charismatic exuberance. \\1>0 would think of reading Aquinas on nalUrallaw in the middle of a charismatic cdeb.-ation~

The contradiction is, like e\'el)'thing in the theology of TertulIian, da:rified by the perfection of all things in Christ, where the
end becomes the beginning, and the ",chalon is pa:radise (with nalUrallaw) regained.

(i)-
Satural La",:
Con,cience, La'" and Sature, Di.cipline

\\-e han seen that Sloicism formed both TertulIian and the world which he sought 10 connrt. He did not han 10 p<.-rend
10 be Roman. )'-l.-raphysics of spirit and a Sloic logic of rdam'e disposition and pa:radox defined his thought. Ethics were a

special concern 10 Sloicism and we must expect 10 see strong influence here. Sloic ethics a:re ruled by the concepts of
conscience, law and nalUre."

\0 '0. 1. consci.nce ,,1.101 n.tur.n. jusq'oux ,i,'i1.tions <lu P.nd" 1. <li,unce ts' ~and. Si 1. ,'iri,i J'fophitiqu. J'f.nd d.
plus .n plus d. p1.ce .,·to hdhi,ion J'f0~ts,i,'.d. I.rtulli.n .u mon'ani,m., 1. consci.nce ,,1. n.tur. on' cep.ndan' ~ ..di
ju'q'"" bou' 1.", ,'ol.",':'1. Spann.u', Tmullim ., k prom;", moral;"" afr;ca;n:; (G.mb10= 1~6~) IS

"Ibid. Ihts .....·0 p...~.ph, ... ind.bttd '0 the monum.n'ol wOO;, of:'!ichtl Spann.u'



Consc;enc. fOf T.milli"" b.gins as such common knowl.dg. which may b. dtr.cl.d 10 mo.-al ""d .lhical issu.s (re;. 2.g;
cult. 2.1.2; .Ilan. ~ .17.12 ""d 2.25.1) ""d d"p.-nds on narurallaw (:,,,. 6.1). It judg.s .-!hical mall..-s, p<.S.-n1 ""d pasl
(paen. 3.16), ""d guid.s concr.-t. actions (cult. 2.13.3). \\-iIhout consc;.-nc. as a common ground, apolog.tic could
mal:. liIII. p<ogr." (ap. 9,10). It may b. s.-nsM'. (nal. 2.1.5 and 7.g), s.c,n (cull. 2.2.2), sound (;p"a. 29.2) ""d
soil.d (ap. 30.6), 0.- ,,'en criminal (ap. g.I); but it sl""ds fOf whal is .".-ntiany hum"" in conlrasllo all thaI is sup..-ficial
(re;. 56.3).

Consc;enc. l.ams from narur. (1e;1. 5) such'common notions' (re;. 3.1) as th• .,uslenc. of God, th. immonalily of th.
soul (re;. 3.1) ""d th. dilf..-.-nc. bmnen good ""d .,i1 (.Ilan. ~ .16.15). Consc;enc. is God's primo.-dial gift (.Ilan.
1.10.3) ""d narur. I.ach.s by r.calling whal th. soul ahady knows (.Ilan. 1.17A). Soul;s th. pupil, narur.;s th.
I.ach..- and God I.ach.s th. I.ach..- (1e;1. 5.1).'0 On. must b.li.", narur. who is th. sisl..- oflrulh as on. b.li.",s in
God ""d th. soul. 'K6th..- God no.- narur. li.s' (1e;1. 6.1).

God I.ach.s th. I.ach..- through th. Inl of scriprur. which p<o,1d.s a l.gal corpus ofultimal. autho.-ity. Critical us. of
scriprur. is n.c.ss",)', b.caus. in th. law of :-'-Ios.s th..-• ...-. 1.-tnpOf"')' ""d perm"".-nl p<o,isions. \\1liI. th. Sabbath
comm""d has no p="".-nl ,'alidity (Jud. 2.10), th. comm""d 10 Ion .-n.-mi.s bdongs 10 both I.snlln.-nls ""d, conlr"')'
10 :-'-I...-cion, ,,'en th. law of r.-taliation c"" b. consisl.m with th. kindn." ofJ.sus (.Ilan. ~.16.5). But th. rinlal
r.quir=.-nls ofth. ""C;.-nllaw w..-. annull.d by th. ,."')' cr.alOf who firsl gan th=. H. who gan th.law plainly
p<d'.-tnd th. circumcision of th. h.arIlo thaI of th. fl.sh, fOf th. spirit cam. 10 tal:. p<.c.d.-nc. 0""- th. 1.11..- (.Ilan.
5.13.7). Th..-. is a dilf..-.-nc. bmnen whal God allows ""d whal h. wills. This;s cl• ...- in Paul's firsll.II..-lo th.
Corinlhi""s, chapl..- 7 (CG.lI. 3.2f.), wh..-. a s.cond mamag. may b.lawful, but all lawful things ...-. nol np"di.-nl (CG.lI.
8.1).

\\nen th. thund..- of th. gospd had shaken th. ""C;.-nllaw, th. aposl1.s p<.s.rnd only th. p<ohibitions of sacr:ific.s,
fornication ""d blood (pud. 12.3f) All snual inl..-courS. outsid. mamag. is fOfbKld.n by both I.Slam.ms, ""d adull"')'
has always b.en linl:.d
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with idolall)' (pud. ~f) Yel Christi""s w..-e seffi by Jews ""d Gffitiles 10 be profoundly legalisl. T..-rulli"" describes a
cartoon in which a Christi",,;s d"Pimd as a book-reading donhy dressed in a loga (nal. U.H). Similarly a Jew lih

Trypho could read ""d adm;,'e the Gospd, yel declare 10 Justin thaI irs prec"pls w..-e 100 hard for practice (dial. 10).

",,'arurallaw r"produces the law ofGod ""d has irs own legal slaNs (cor. 6). It is the law gi.'ffi by God 10 Adam ""d En
which ;s the matrix of all di--ine prec"pls (Jud. 2A) ""d which patriarchs fonmnd instincm'dy (Jud. 2.7). Only the d..,il
dd'aces narure which;s God's p..-feCl work (cull. 1.8; .peCl. 23) ""d since God;s narur,s aurho.-, ",'..-ything unnarural;s

monstrous ""d sacrilegious (cor. 5A). ",,'arurallaw ;s the sou,n of COllllllOfl wisdom ""d discipline (cor. 5.1, 7.1) ""d ir ;s
free from the hisloricallinJirations of the law of :-'-Ioses which;s surpassed ""d compleled by the "ew TeSlamffil, whose
new law comains the inlegrir}' ""d fullness of all di.c,plina (or. I. If}

In T..-rulli"" as ds",,"h..-e, the claims for narurallaw may strike us as sometimes sound, sometimes absurd. Cnnarural
sexual practices han no place in the church because they are 'monstrosities' rath..- th"" sins (pud. ~A); God could
produce purple ""d blue wool 011 she"p ifhe wished 10 do so; since he did nol wish 10 do so, ir;s \UOllg for hum""s 10
produce wool of "" unnarural colour (cull. 1.8). The sexual claim;s reasOllable: the guide 10 cOffeCl dress;s not

:-"lixing scriprure with narure c"" be equally confusing. :-'-I",,;s the image of the crealor ""d Chrisl is the head ofm""
(.Ilan:. 5.8.1f) COIIsequffirly, dilf..-ffices arise bmnffi whal ;s required ofmffi ""d Womffi. On the OIIe h""d, a m""
should nol CO\'''- his head because he has no excess ofhair ""d may shan or han his hair clll. His head;s Chrisl. \\'omffi
011 the oth..- h""d should co\'..- their heads because they han 100 much hair ""d Chrisl;s nol their head in the same way
(v,rg.8.1).

T..-rulli"" ;s wise enough nollo identify narure with Christi"" law. \\1lile Christi"" practices are supported by narure (cor.
5.1), the declarations of the lord are nol ofll:lJi,'..-sal application. \\'e are lold 10 gi.'e 10 all who ask, yel our lord himself

refused rhose who asked for a sign (jug. 13.2). Th..-e;s a dilf..-ffice bmnffi whal God allows ""d whal he wills. This;s
dear in Paul', firsllell..-Io the



Corinthi""" ch3pl..- 7 (eml. 3). \\1lile a 'econd marriage may be lawful, all lawful thing, ",e nOl cxpediem (eml. 8.1).

Discipline

To ,criprure ""d narure i, joined the di,cipline of the church. They ",e the three guide, in mo.-al mall..-,. They all belong 10
God ""d ",e the way' in which he confronl' hum"", (v,·rg. 16.1). Di,cipline" embrace, the p.-actical p.-eccpl' which
come from ,criprure, narure Of the life of the church. 'The maje'ly of the ,criprure, lake' concrCle fOllll in p.-actical rule'
di,c,phna Of di,c,phnae'." It lake' p.-ecedffice 0""- cu,lom ""d tradition (=. 2.7.3; v,·rg. 16.1; or. 18.1; cor. 3f.), both
ofwhich han their place. Any good cu,lom mu,1 be re'p"cled whffi iI i, p.-acti'ed within the broth..-hood of the one
body of the church (v,·rg. 2.1). Yel cu,lom mu,1 be ,'alidaled by "'gutllffil Of rea,on (cor. ·4.7, 10.9; ,·ei. 3.1, 10.9).
Rea,on i, manife'l in the renlation of the p",adele who bring, wholene" of1ruIh. Truth ha, ultimale authOfily ""d no
time, place Of pc!,on c"" o,.erride iI. CU'lom may be contr"'y 10 1ruIh; 'bur Chri'l our lord i, called "1ruIh" nol "CU'lom". If
Chri'l i, fore,...- ""d prior 10 all, IruIh i, equally ""C;ffil ""d C1cmal' (v,rg. Llf) Sin i, irrational, diabobc ""d ho,tile 10
God (an. 16.1), ""d the ,ou! doc, nOl lack inlenecl al ""y 'lage of ii, life (an. 19.1).

(;;)
Apocalyp,e:
Renewal ofLOM Image, Last Adam, Idolal/')" A, Re1"ersal ofAssimilalion, End and Beginning

How doc, narural law, primirj,,'e ""d UlJi,'..-,al, join with the particubrily ""d p.-omi,e of the go,pd~ The perfection of all
thing, in Chri'I, the domin""l theme of early Chri,ti"" theology, poinled 10 the one goal thaI whal humankind had 10,1 in
Adam mighl be regained in Chri'l. Ethical rffiewal me""l a relUm 10 the image ""d Iikffie" of God a, found ""d thffi 10,1
in Adam, ""d finally found again in Chri'l. E,',,-y ethical i"ue wa, ,effi in thi, p..-,pecm'e. Our mak..- i, our remak..-. All
mu,1 be fulfilled in each life, wh..-e the whole economy of ,aj,'ation run, ii, cour'e. In the
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end \n must find our b.gtnning. )'-lonIJllism cbim.d thaI th. final slag. of th. di--in. dispensation, th. outpouring of th.
spirit, was a pr.senl ,"'enl. Through th. spirit, b.li.,.',,-s could compl.l. th.-ir joum"}' 10 th. end which, in Chrisl, was a
n.w b.gtnning. Th.y could r.caplUr' th. innoc.nc. ofAdam, and b. form.d an.w in th. imag. and lihn." of God.

T..-rull:ian's optimistic accounl of th. b.gtnning" is always wOl1h r.calling. God cr.al.d th. world, nol for himsdf, but for
humankind (.l/an. 1.13.2). Animals (pal. 4.3) and ind••d all things should s..-n, in som. way, th. inl..-.Sl ofmankind
(nat. 2.5.18). Humanity is dom,nu.l of all morIal things (ap. ~8.9), which s..-n and submillo him (an. 33.9). Human
fbh, form.d from th. dusl, was glorifi.d by th. bluth of God (re•. 7.7), and form.d in Ion by 011. who kn.w thaI his
SOlI would 011. day mnn in il 'Chrisms cogilabalUr, homo fururus' (re•. 6.3).lli-in. bluth (nol spirit) mahs an imag. of
God which is fr••, ratiOllal and inldagffil (.l/an. 2.9A). T..-rull:ian mahs much of th. cOllc"p1 of imag. in this way."

Th..-. is a distinction, n.,.',,- .asily mainlain.d in any languag., bmnen imag. and liken."." Th. wal..- which OIIC. h.al.d
sick bodi.s, now h.a1s spirirual sickn." by baptism. Th. di--in. imag., which is a man..- ofform, has s\lf\-;,·.d; th.
Iikffi''', which is th. eternal qualit)', was Iosl through Adam's sin and is r.slor.d by th. spirit al baptism (hapt. 5.7).
God wills thaI sanctificatiOll by which, in us, his imag. is r.slor.d 10 God's Iikffi'" (CQ.lt. 1.3). This is posSlbl. through th.
",.al ""chang. when God b.cam. human thaI humans mighl b.com. di--in., when God b.cam. small thaI man mighl
b.com. ",.al (.l/an. 2.27.7). \\-. put 011 Chrisl ifug. 10.2); \n a:r. coins s!ruck in his liken.", b.aring his nam., boughl
with his blood ifug. 12.10). By folk"'-ing Chrisl \n add his h.a"ffil}' Iikffi'" 10 th••ar!hl}' Iikffi'" of our common
humanity, as \n copy his holin.", righlcousn." and IruIh (re•. W.7).

Idolatry As Renrsal of Assimilation

Such assimilation 10 God is <Jm'ffi by f.a:r as \nn as by 10,". God commands whal is good; our obdiffiC' fonows nol
from th.

"s...bo,", ch.l

,
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p...c..;..·.d goodn.ss ofhis pr.scription, bUl from submission 10 God's aUlhority, maj,sl}' and pow... (paen. ~.6). ha:r of
judg=..ll and hop. oflif. m1llal go log.th... (pud. 1.5); sound faith fonows a p'&CI f.a:r (mNu.l ,nreger) (paen. 6.17).
'B. y. holy as I am holyl' Th. imag. of God is holin.ss and th...d'Of. h. wills our holin.ss (Ca.ll. 1.3). B.caus.
assimilation 10 God is th. ultimal. good, idolatry is th. ultimal• .,il (,dol. 2.1). Idolatry r."",s,s th. moral dir.ction by
making God in th. imag. of sinful humanity insl.ad of r,sloring man again 10 th. Iik.".ss of God. Th. r.capiNlation of all
wichdn.ss, th. r,,'...sal of cr.ation and th. gospd, it can b. practis.d withoUl a l.-mpl. or a "S1bl. idol." This claim
brings T..-rullian dos. 10 th. n.gam" thwlogy of Cl=ffil ofAl."andria.

Both th. making and th. worship of idols a:r. cond=.d by God (,dol. ~.I) H. who mahs an idol off...s up his mffilal
ingffiUity and his physical s\\-.allo th. idol; this is aJr.ady an acl ofworship (,dol. 6.3). Th. hands thaI han mad. idols
cannot b. broughl inlo church and off....d 10 God (,dol. 7.1). Y.., in fony and ignoranc., Christians compromis. with
idolatry, lighting lamps and placing "naths on th.-ir doors (,dol. 15.1).

End and Bell-innin::

To r.-rum 10 th. chid'puzrl. ofT..-rullian's .thics: it is along way from consci."c. and narurallaw 10 th. r.,·.lations ofth.
pa:rad ; bUl how."", strong th. pow... ofproph.cy grows, ConSC;ffiC. and narurallaw n."",los. th.;,- fOfc. r Th.
answ is d.a:r. "",'arurallaw and apoca1}vtic musl go log.th... b.caus. th. b.ginning in cr.ation is join.d 10 th. ffid in th.
pa:rad.l. who brings no strang. nonlti.s bUlI.stifi.S 10 Chrisl 'with th. whol. ord... ofGod th. cr.aIOf' (mon. 2A). As
re,lilulor rath... than in.lIilUlOr, th. pa:rad.l. r.sIOf.S mankind 10 its anc;.,,1 b.ginning (mon. ~ .2). ),-Ionogamy ;s part of
this b.ginning; fOf ."ampl., ,,'ffi th. animals in th. a:rk wffil in 1\'-0 by 1\\"0 (mon. ~.5). Th• ."d is join.d 10 th. b.ginning
by Christ, who is both Alpha and Om.ga, and brings mankind back 10 pa:radis. (mon. 5.3). Ifth. b.ginning pass.s to th.
ffid and th• ."d pass.s back 10 th. b.ginning, th.lasl Adam m."s us in th. sam. form as th. first. Christians r.n.w th.-ir
origin in Christ, by
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assuming th. monogamy ofAdam and En, of ChrisI and his church (mon. 5.7).

\\1IaI;s n.w and uu.;s n.c.ssaril}' old, sinc. th.IruIh, which;s Chrisl,;s .-tmlal. Th. rul. offailh;s on. and una!l..-abl.,
but disciplin.;s always r""",nd and r",is.d as th. grac. ofGod l.ads on 10 th. ""d. Th. p...-acl.l. milk.s all things n.w,
dir.C1S disciplin., illuminal.s scripnn, r.forms th. mind and l.ads on 10 bm..-things. Ev..-ything has its slag.s of growth
from s••d 10 shoollO sapling 10 tr••. T..-rulIian,lik. Irffiarns, has both a calastrophic and an .vo!ution...-y ,i.w ofhuman
hislOl)'.

So ol,o righ"ousne" (f", th, God of righ"ousne" ""d of "",tion i, th, ,am, God) was fir,,;" • J>fimiti'., "on<lition
po",,,,d of, n,tufol f,at of God, ""d from th.. stag' it ,d,'""",d through th, law ""d th, ptoph," to inl"""",'; from th.. stag'
it p,,,,d through th, go,pol to th, f,,,'oll< ofvouth; now through th, pat,dot" it i, sottling into maturity E, will b" aft"
Christ, th, onlv one to b, ".n,d ""d ,,"md "' m","'; f", h, 'p"h not from himsoh", but h, 'p'aJ,;, wh.. i, "omm""d,d bY
Christ. E, i, th, onlv pt,l,", boo,uso h, olone succ"d, to Christ. Th,," who h.", "",;,',d him, sot truth b,f"" custom. (,-irg
II)

Th. p...-adox ofnarura!law and apoca!yps. r.slal.s th. old.sl puzl!. in .thics:;s th..-. a narura!law and...-. th..-. narura!
,inu.s~ For Plalo ",',,-y ,inu. must b. conn.C1.d 10 th. Good b.for. it can b. ,'alid. For Arisloti. and for Aquinas narura!
,inu.s could b. r.cogniz.d as inf..-ior 10 thos. pm,cl ,inu.s which...-. conn.C1.d 10 th. End or God. Th..-.;s no simpl.
accounl of th. rdation bmn." narura! and pe<f.CI ,inu.s. Continuity and disjunction ...-. both ...-guabl•. \ "irru. may b.
",idffil in thos. who dffiy th. Good. y.1 thaI w..-.

th, gr, ..,,",,",on

To do th, right d"d f", th, "~ong ,,",on."

T..-rulIian has grasp.d this poinl and Itnks narura!law with knowl.dg. of th. End which;s also th. b.ginning, through th.
summing-up of all things in Chrisl.

" .\noth" St Thom"" ;" T. S. Eliot', .\furder in ,hu",hdrat (london 19i1),"'



th. di--in. imag. in which humanity was mad•. On th. oth..- hand, mart}Tdom and th. paracl.-r. bring him to th.last days.
His H..-aclit.an solution is that in th. ffid is our b.ginni:ng. \\-. b.gin from and ffid with God; whffi \H S•• him \H shall b.
Ii... him.

What ..... coli the b.~g;' oft.n the .nd
.\nd to m"b on .nd;, to m"b"b.~g
W. ,holl no' ct"" from "'l'lorotion
.\nd the .nd of olI our .xploring
Will b. to orri,·.....hm ..... ".n.d

.\nd \.no.... the pl"ct fot the fu" tim•. '"
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Conclusion

:>'-10'1 think..-, writ. und..- th. ,timulus of contro\"..-,y, Jlld T..-rulIiJll was fornmal. 10 han mJllY oppon~m 10 mak. him
think, H. d.ni.d th• .,u'lffiC' of .;,-.nic thwlogy, Confrontation was a facl oflif. Jlld th. only way 10 marurity (.Ilan,
2,29A), Lif. Jlld thoughl fo.- a H..-adit.Jll (PP 211, 212) w..-. am'..-,arial (.Ilan, 1.25,6)-' Durabilily in dispUlation
darifi.d his opinions, fo.- propositions "'. und,,-'Iood from th. proofs which ,uppon th=, Lil:. his conl.-mpo.-ari.S in
philosophy, h. chos. a criI..-ion Of mi. of truth Jlld us.d id.as which w..-. consi'lffil with it,

\\.• nOl. fir'l th. ItmiIs ofhis achi."'=.,,I, T..-rulIiJll' s loyalty 10 his mi. Jlld 10 scrip",,"",' log.th..- with his d.s;'-. 10
d.,troy his oppon"'I', b.-oughl mi'lak." Th.s. cam. whffi h. f.1t a n••d fo.- JllSW..-S which Idt no r=aind..-, a n••d
which d.m,.d from his logic of JPOlog.-tic,) Jlld from th. pr.ssur.s of contro\"..-,y Jlld p..-s.cution, His JllSW..- 10
:>.-I",cion, thaI ju,tic. Jlld goodn.ss w..-. uniI.d in on. God, poim.d back 10 th. Jlltilh.s.s of th. S..-mon on th. :>.-Iounl
Jlld;s conftrm.d in th. UlJi,'..-,aI Chri,tiJll pl.a fo.- di--in. m..-cy, How.,,',,-, in loyalty 10 this JllSW"-, h. w.,,1 furth..- Jlld
f.1t oblig.d 10 "'gil' thaI only a God who inspir.d f.", could h"p sinn..-s from sinning; Ion could nOl conqu..- all, E"ffi
th. nOlOriou, cas. ofth. bald Elisha Jlld th. brutal b."" cam. down 10 thi" FOf Jlly am'OCal' could pron a dilf..-."c.
bmnffi

1'porro nihil ,m, .,mulation, d'N""t quod ,m, .d,'m";o non ,rit

, H, i, un,m' subordin.tt '0 th, ttxt of ,crip"''' ..,d "ill not olIow ..,\" ~ound for :'!",,60n', objtetions. her\" Old I "Um,n'
born";'" hos '0 b, d,f,nd,d. H, i, no long", os wm :-:,w I "Um,n' writt" ..,d lustin, oiroid ofth, I,w" bte.ust h, 6tt, '0 th,m
th, judg,m,n' ofth,ir own ,crip"'''' lhi, failur, of Chri,ti.., forgr."",» d,m',d from th, Ulli,,' of ,crip"''', wos to h.", strious
cons'qu''''''

) S...bo",. ch. I



th. badn.ss ofboys and th. innOCffiC. of infanls; unlike. Augustin., h. do.s nol cOlIdemn th. lall..- fOf original sin.

lli'in. r.u-ibution sok·.d th. problem of ..,il. Tertullian scom.d philosoph..-s and h..-etics wbo loss.d this qu.stion abolll

and n..,',,- found an answ..-. H. found his solution in th. "ffigdUl God ofth. D=..-onomisl. Th..-. w..-. 1'.'-0 kinds of..,-jJ
gu:ilI (mala culpae) and punislunffil (mala poenae). Th. firsl was sdf-inJ:JiCl.d and fr••I}' cbosffi. Th. s.cOlId was God's
un,'''')'ing r.spOlls, 10 sin. Th. Strffigth of T..-rulIian's answ..-, h. rightly claim.d, was thaI God was always pr'Sffil, eiIh..
10 bl.ss or 10 blame; God had b.com. cOlIting.m' Th. w.akn.ss ofhis answ..- was thaI God so fr.quffitly smOl. th.
"TOlIg people; againsl this h. would J:fgu. thaI God would han an ultimal. word. His prais. of th. lasl judgemffil as a
spl'clacl. fOf wOlld..- and ",'ffi d..-ision ,,'ins him no friffids (,peCl. 30). Th.laughing judg. bdOllgs 10 th. Old T.slamffil

(ps. 2A and 59.8); bill Psahn 2ltnks ,-"')' clos.I}' th. @'in. SOlI wbo was Cffitrallo ".w T.slamffil apologetic with th.
d..-isi-'. d.suuction of th. nations, and Christians do nol fOfgel this.' "Of is th..-. any doubl in th. Apocalyps. (Re,-.
16.5£. and 19.1f.) abolll thaI @'in. r.u-Ibution fOf th. d.aths ofmJ:ft}Ts 10 which Tertullian looks. A mod..-n theologian
indical.s a b.lI..- answ..-. \\1li1. 'It is n.c.,,"')' 10 rememb..- th. mJ:ft}TS, so as nollo b.com. abstracl" th. uu. God is

'nol recognis.d by his pow..- and gk,,-y in th. world and in th. hislOl)' ofth. world, bill through his hdpbsn." and his
d.ath 011 th. scandal of th. cross ofJ.sus'.-

\\...-. T..-rulIian's dubIDus answ..-s th. r.sult of impatiffic" 10 which h. conf.ss.s, or inSffiSimUy 10 th. wid..- implications
ofhis words~ His Sloic world mad. i1.asi..- fOf him 10 ,,,,I:. ausl..-.I}' 10 his ,,-if. or mJ:ft}TS. FOf an apologisl, ind••d,
impatiffic, can b. a ,-irru•. Philosoph..-s ducida!. problems; apologisls han 10 com. up with som. kind of an answ..-.

T..-rulIian c:mnolluxurial. allffigth in problems. In ord..-Io gel on with th. busin.ss ofu.'ing, his peopl. n••d th. b.sl
answ..-s h. can find. Theology n..,',,-los.s this Iffision and COlltingffiCY. )'-Iany objections 10 Christian b.lid',like.

.. 'Em it ".m, h. rtm';", • Chri,ti"" mort ofth. Old I ,,"'m.nt th"" ofth. :-:.w' H. ,'on C""'p.nh.men, n~fa''''", of'};~
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th. pfObl.", of .,il, poinllo pfObl.",s which no on. has soj,·.d, d.spil. p..-p.-rual discussion (praeJcr. 7.5).' As an
apologisl, T..-rullian has fr.qu.mly 10 g;.." answ...s and d.stroy obj.ctions, nOl mounting,lih th. Plalonisls, .,..... clos ... lo
ultimal. 1ruIh. His H...aclil.an task is on. ofhorizonlal sri., in th. nam. of th. logos which flows through all things'
How.""" ,n cannol o,'.rlook his mislak.S, sinc. th." r.s.",bl. th. kind of short-cUI which h. anacks in oth...s and th."
J:f. nol consislffil with his dominanl claim for 3 sulf..-ing, comp3ssional' God.'"

Do his ..-rors han a common pan..-n~ Th." occur Whffi his final "ocabulary or rul. offailh ConfliCIS 6th... with th.
scripnn h. proudly claims as .xclu';"'. Christian pr"P"ft}' or with r.aIiI}' 3S h. knows it. H. cannol alford 10 r..",unc.
6th... scripnn or his rul•. H. rms.s 10 ... thaI th. j.alous, ,-indicm', God ofth. D=...onomisl is nol th. hdpbs,
compassional' figur. on th. cross, and h. could n.,.'", disown th. lan.... In his loyally 10 th. rul., h. was, strangdy, 100

sysl.",atic for his 0\\11 good. H. could nol say, with \\-illiam Blak., 'Thinking as I do thaI th. Cr.alor ofrhis world is 3
,."')' crud b.mg, and b.mg 3 worshipp... of ChrisI, I cannOl hdp S3}-ing "Th. SOfI, 0 how unlih th. Fath...." Firsl God
almighly com.s with a thump 0fI th. h.ad. Thffi J.sus Chrisl com.s with a balm 10 h.al it. 'll

A think 's mislak.S Oftffi indical. his Cffitral conc..-n mor. d.arl}' than do his .xlffid.d J:fgumffiIS. T..-rullian's anxi.-l}' is
thaI 6th th. :-'-IJ:fcionir. subdi\ision or th. monJ:fchian 'idffitification' ofGod will r..,;on th. di--in. disgmc. which is
mankind's saJ,'atiOfl. H. th...d'or. goes OfIlo clarify th. rul. offailh or th. gospd. Christian thwlogy is conc..-n.d with th.
b.mg of God."

, Thm con b, ,irtu, in T",uIlion's >tr.,:~tfo,w""don,w" ., thm is in • ,;mpl, d,i" '''pons, Th, d,i" con mo", th,
mn"ri" of pro,id,m, '0 on ;mpmonal n.",,,,l o,d" ond pu' th, probl,m ofth,o<!i,O',- one "'p funh" .w.y

; :-':ot ,,',n wh,n th, long d,,', ..,k i, done, ond h, ..h, th, philo,oph", dook do" h, .bondon <!i'pu..tion in th, b,n"
philo,ophy H, h., fou~t th, good fi~t, but ''"'''''' no '"'0"11, f", • '"'0"11 i, unchri,tion ond unn.",,,,l (cor 1.1). God alone will gi",
him hi, '"'0"11 wh,n th, ,nd com" (cor. 11.1) ond not b,f"" (:;p. • U)

,., In foirn.,,,, it ,hould b, no"d that T,rtullion do" "1.,, th, ong" of God '0 God', 0"11 p."ibilin' ond d,.th (.\hrG 2.16.J)

II A ,i,ion ofth, 1." judg,m,n', in T/;~p:mabl. BI{]k~ (:-:,w Yon: 191)), 610

" :-':0 one in "cen' tim" h., ",n thi, central point "ith th, ,om, dorin' ., Chri"oph" S".d S.. hi,. DMm wootan"



?\othing .Is. JXo,id.s a basis fOf faith. Tertulli"", Ii... oth..-s, cam. 10 faith through th. mo.-Jl e,nnffiC' of Christi""s, th.
fulfihnffil of JII things in Chrisl ""d th. sJX.ad ofth. gospd. Each ofth.s. grounds h. found 10 b. f1a\nd Christi""s do
bad things, """th..- parousia is n••d.d ""d fJls.hood as ,nn as lrulh sJX.ads o\"..- th. fac. ofth••art!>. Faith must r.sl on
th. being of God, without ab""doning irs thr•• b.ginnings.

Th. firsl qu.stion of Christi"" theology is th..-d'Of. about God 'Is th..-. on. God, good ""d lru', who is cr.alOf of this
world of sin ""d ",-j]'" ""d irs :msw..- concems @",.being: 'Only if thaI God aCI.d in J.sus Chrisllo r.d.em th. world
which h. had mad•. ' ConS.quffil.d (""d still folk>w) Tertulli",,' s path. They b.g"" with simphciry :md p.&ction - with a
simpl. faith in on. sa'",g God ""d th. particularity ""d UlJi,'..-salily ofJ.sus Chrisl, son of God, sa'1our." Th6r cril..-ion of
lrulh was God's sa'",g work from cr.ation 10 th. summing-up of JII things in Christ. Th..-. was no diminution in irs claims
as ir join.d th••nd 10 th. b.ginning ""d unil.d hum""ity with God. R.cJPilulation .nds in th. being of God. \\lIffi h.
spoh 10 pag""s, T..-runi"" b.g"" from a SffiS. of God, which,li'" th. Sloics, h. found in JII hum""s. \\lIffi hum""s
h.ard th. scripnns :md th. gospd m.ssag., they recogniz.d J.sus as th. God they JII had dimly known. \\lIallooks Ii...
paradox (a soulnarurJlly Christi"" still has 10 becom. Christi",,) is a common path fOf b.Ii",',,-s. Th. awarffi.SS of on.
God found conl.lI! in th. SIO!)' of sJl,'ation.

Tertulli"" mnd mosllo his IWO gr.al opponffilS. How, chJllffig.d )..-Iarcion, could J."ish scriprur. ""d Christi"" gospd
b. fin.d inlo on. God~ Tertulli"" fonmnd th. l.ad of th. ""tilh.s.s of )..hnh.w's Sem;on on th. )..-!ount. Th..-. we'HJl
""tilh.s.s bennffi th. Old ""d the ?\.w, but th.y bdong.d within on. God, juSI ""d good, cr.alOf ""d sa'1our, judg.
""d fath..-. Th. them. of

''''"X ?uticulorin' i, found ;'11"", Christ. """'molin';" th, ,,',our who i, ,on of God. '.-\nd oil" .n. it was on ;",tinet fOf
th, truth ond """'molin' of I,su, th.t ,.m,d th,m away' t. R. Glo"", T/;~ GOrliia ofr<ligion:: in ,};~ .arly Roman .mpi"
(london, 1911), 19'



the Christi"" bible w~s the eCOllOmy Of hislO!}' of >Jl,·~tiOll. This w~s the myslCf)' (Eph. 3.9) hidden in God from JII ~ges.

T..-rulli"" poinled oUllo :-'·brcion th~1 this mysICf)' w~s hidden in God, ""d not, ~s :-'-lJ:rcion claimed, hidden from God.
This w~s the first gre~t fe~t ofmicro-engineering."

A dilf..-ent thre~tlo the indu>±-'e being of God came in monJ:rchiJnism Of 'identific~tion theology' which kept plur~lityoul
of God ""d ~llnbUled J1110 "" empty, identicJl God who, in dilf..-ent modes, did the wOfk off~th..-, SOlI ""d spirit. This
would not do bec~use the relation off~th..- ""d SOlI h~d 10 be intemJl ""d not extemJllo God; e"Cf)'lhing depended 011 it.
?\"0 OlIe knew the SOlI withoUl the f~th..- Of the f~th..- withoUl the SOlI. An ~ccount of the being Of subst""ce of God w~s

needed. \\1lile picrures of sun, ray ""d light could help, the b~sic im~gelay in the mind of the mak..- who thought ""d

spoke. Th..-e w~s no picrure fOf this, OlIly the Sloic inn..- ""d un..-ed i\6yo:;, ""d no expl",,~tiOllbUl the Sloic g=e
ofrd~u..'e disposition. God's subst""ce is his unique, indu>±-'e sNlf he is f~th..-, SOlI ""d spirit.

From JII this T..-rulli"" simplified the rule offaith inlo the ,acramenlUm oikonomiae Of faith in the triune Goo. Th..-e w..-e
philosophicJl impulses. First, ~ criterion h~d 10 be simple, not complex. Truth is simple (ap. 23.7f) SecOlld, th..-e w..-e
good re~sOlls 10 tdesc"P" tr""scendem c~uses inlo OlIe. This tendency, .,idem in Plotinus, neg~ted Pfofusdy by Gnostics,
lat..- cOlltrovcned by Iamblichus, resisted the multiplic~tion of intcnnedi"";es. Third, talk ~boul the subst""ce of God is
elu>±-'e. In modem times, empiricists OlIce ~sked, '\\n~t would it belike fOf "x" not 10 be the c~se~ \\n~t would it belike
fOf God not 10 be f~th..-, SOlI ""d spirit'" T..-rulli"" h~s the best ""sw..- of JII. 'It would belike the di--ine subdi\ision by
:-'-lJ:rcion Of the identific~tion by Praxe~s.'

Th..-e w..-e Jlso theologicJl impulses.?\"ot hislO!}', bUl Goo, f~th..-, SOlI ""d holy spirit, w~s the object offaith. T..-rulli""
pul the truth of God' s s~,-ing wOfk within Goo. One God h~d lo,-ingly cre~ted hum""ity, with the furore m"" (homo
fUIW=), Jesus, in

" Som, n"", "go, wh,n ,mo\;ing wos common, Punch ponnnd "proud ch,mist with" b,nch full of <l"bont< "w"uru,
th<ou~which" mix,d_up ~os wos p"",d; gl"" rubin~mon" "01,''', ill", funn,ls, cond,n"", bubbl", ""d " doubl, h,lix
"",h,d olmost to th, ceiling, Th, ",ption "'os ,om,thing lih, 'How do I fit oil thi, into om ill", tip'"



mind. The ",me God had joined ffid 10 beginning 011 the cross and would be all in all whffi the SOlI handed ov..- the
kingdom 10 the fath..-. The ffitire dishonour ofGod was the Christian's OIIl)' hope. T..-rullian's mysIM)' of the ecOllomy in

God anticipales GregO!)' the Theologian's summing up of the trinity in OIIe God.

This makes Sffise of the oth..- things T..-rullian ,nOle. A similar indu"'·ffiess is expressed in pray..- which is the heart of
the Christian's life. H..-e the believ..- has a pray..- which sums "'.M)'thing up; TcrtulIian describes the Lo.-d's Pray..- as an
epitome of the gospel. Sin presffiled no surprise f()f OIIe who a.·ed with H..-adilean and Pauline Iffision. T..-rullian darified

the problem offree will, of self-dClcmJined yCl compul"'·e sin, through Adam's free choice and original sin. YCI sin within
the church presffiled difficulties which he could nol handle. The fulfihnffil of all things in Chrisl and the dfecm·ffiess of
baptism required the absffice of deadly sins from Christian hes. \\"01110 Christianity by the h..-oism of Christian ,-irtue,
deh..-ed from serious sin by baptism, he was df-i,·ffi 10 despair by the abundance of Christian sin. F()fced 10 distinguish
bennffi sins which disprond the gospel and sins which did nol, he found himself al ,·",-jance with episcopal direction.
This estrangemffil was no passing problem; in "'.M)' age th..-e han beffi as many rcpened by a 'so.-did' church as by the

fony offaith.

Did he lean the church~ It seems bett..-Io say thai he did nol." YCI whffi Cyprian look up his ideas and made the dassic
pattem of the catholic church, TcrtulIian had 10 appear 011 the outside. TcrtulIian n.,.·..-lookcd like a stalesman; nothing

came easi..- than the promotion ofhis furore disqualificatiOll. Yel presffil disagreemffils w..-e lemporary; all would be sCI
righl in the coming kingdom which the paradele was bringing. He depicled the world 10 come with the delail and fearful
imagM)' of the Apocalypse. \\lIffi he came 10 ethics, he soughllo recOllcile Ion and fear, COlltingffiCy and pCffection.

\\"ith his ceaseless, anxious argumffil, he handed 011 a unity of antitheses and ecOllomy in OIIe God. He saw the poinl al

which many passed inlo OIIe, so thai fath..-, SOlI and spirit became a lola

" Th. qut>tion;, both ombiguou> ""d ob,cur.; but D.,id Rmh!l', nt~.ti,·. "",Wtf """d, up to objection>



Ir..nila.!. JIld a crowd.d r.capiNlation b.cam. @in.unicity. CI=ffil ofAl""JIldria JIld th. Plalonic tradition could mon

(withour mo,ing) from th. cosmic unity ofth. son as W5 7TO:V'TCX EV 10 th. indfabl. On•. TmulliJll's way was
dilf"-ffil. How do.s th. summing up of all things r.duc. 10 a unity~ TmulliJll found th. dtr.CI way from pm.ction 10
simplicity in th. God who di.d 10 h.al mankind (.Ilan. 2.16.3)." Gr.gory fon",nd him with th. simplicity of cosmic
saJ,'ation. 'A f.w drops ofblood r.cr.al. th. whol. world JIld draw humJll b.mgs log.th..- illlo a unity' (orat.
~ 5.29.36.66~). :1\0 mod..-n writ..- has pur this mor. cl• ...-I}, thJll th. philosoph..- JIld "".g.-r. who "TOI., 'J.sus Chrisl
cloth.d himsdf in all th. imag.s ofm.ssianic promis., JIld in u.ing th..-n our, crucifi.d th..-n: bur th. crucifi.d r.alit}' is
bm..- thJll th. figur.s ofproph.cy. This is ,-"')' God JIld lif• .-r..-nal, wh..-.by th. childrffi of God ar. d.u.·..-.d from
idols."-

AI"""')' poinl TmulliJll dd'ffids th. rational choic. of ChristiJll faith, which is graspl'd as un,'w 'pe, 'Lord, 10 whom
shall w. go~ You han th. words of .-r..-nallif' (John 6.68). TmulliJll finds a naru:ral SffiS. of God in ."."'), humJll b.mg,
wh..-.by Chrisl may b. r.cogniz.d for whal h. is. Ihn unco,-..- th. hislory bdlind th. :1\.w T.slamffil, th..-. is no doubl
thaI • ...-1}' ChristiJll communiti.s cam. 10 worship J.sus as @in., anributing@in.tiIl.s JIld ultimacy 10 him." Ihn r.ad
th. Fourth Gospl'l, d.spit. a unity of subordination bmnffi son JIld fath..-, th. word who was in th. b.ginning dominal.s

al ."."'), poinluntil th. cry ohiclory sounds from th. cross 'It is ftnish.d' (TETEAEO"TCXI) (John 19.30).

Choic. is ti.d 10 ,-uJn..-ability. Apolog.-tic finds faith in no trJllquU ha'-ffi bur in a world g",'..-n.d by th. sri. of opposit.s.
ChristiJll theology =..-g.s 10 cop. with ,-uJn..-ability JIld 10 disarm fals. claims for immunity. All th. pl'opl. whom
TmulliJll attacks ar. conc..-n.d 10 "accinal' a ,-uJn..-abl. faith in a way which, h. thinks, r.-mons its ultimacy. Th.
discipb ofAthffis WJllI a Plalonic or Sloic ChristiJllity. Doc.-tisls WJllllo SOftffi th.

" A !tcent inl1u.ntiol .xpo,ition oftrinituion th.olo~'i, ,;mihul,- t."d on the d••th of I.su" lUng.l G.h~i",ni',xi'I' '8 I "
p.,,,m

,- Austin Forrt<, .'ill En~,hApp!tci.tion, in Butsch K";.-g",a arJ .\fyth, nJ

"L Hun.do, On. Gad, on. lord: Eariy Cr.ri"ian d'Totion arJ an, iont J~ i,h ",onM};~i,,,,(Phil.d.lphi., 1988), II



contradiction of an incamale God. )'-Ia:rcion wanls 10 remon the conJ:licl between crealor and redeemer, law and gospel,

by anributing the IWO parts of the antithesis 10 1\'-0 dilferenl gods: T..-rul1ian replies thaI God is nol God ifhe be nor one
and thaI the antitheses must be conlained in one God. Praxeas a:rgues thaI father, son and spirit a:re identical in one God
who aClS in each capacit~r T..-rul1ian a:rgues thaI the myslery of the di--ine economy is hidden within the triune God, who
alone deserns worship. Only a crealor who is also redeemer is credible. Gnostic dClcrminism sepa:rales, al birth, sinners
and sainlS. TcrtulIian a:rgues for human freedom lainled only by the sin which was chosen after Adam left his maker's
hands. Indulgenl bishops dispensed forgo.-eness 10 sinners within a sordid church: T..-rul1ian proresrcd, since it was the

moral excenence ofbeliC'l'ers which had firsl rumed him in the direction offailh. Hcrmogenes' matter explained the
imperfection of the world TcrtulIian claimed thaI it introduced a second god. \.alentinians proposed a knowledge immune

from rational attack: T..-rul1ian claimed thaI such immunity made posSIble all kinds ofnonsense. Spirirual resurrection or
immortal souls mighl han answered objections 10 the ,;"'id delail of Christian apocalyptic; bur T..-rul1ian found no hope in
a God who abandoned his creation. Christian MCS were ,1llnerable because of their contradiction bmnen affirming and
den}-ing the world; burlhis and otherlensions were inC'lilable for righl u,-ing.

Theologians han long looked for continuity in the denlopmenl of doctrine from the ?\ew Tcslamenllo the creeds of the
fourth and fifth cenruries. They han ignored the fae! thaI discontinuity is equally C'lidenl in any tradition of thoughl and
han submitted 10 the desire for 'ficm'e concords with origins and ends'.10 Immersion in the ?\ew Teslamenl and second

cenlUr}' writers can breed a dislike for councils and creeds, with a readiness 10 rejecl 'the long period of dogmatic
squabbling while the Empire was falling 10 pieces'. '0 This is a reasonable reaction 10 the ahnosl UlJi,'ersal

lY ~!m Ii\;< PO,", ru,h ";"to th, midd,n" in medi:;:; '" wh,n th,y Oft bom; th,y 01,0 <li, in medii, ,,';u:; ond to ma\;< "n" of
th,;, 'pon th,y m,d ficti,·, concord, with ori~, ond ,nd, such os ~,., m,.mng to hts ond po,m,' fron\; K,rmod" T/;~

"on:;o ofan mdi"g (01£ord, 1%1), J.

'0 lng', Platoni, ",dilion III



altempllo inl..-p.-et a putam', middl. in I=s of a putam', eIld, Of 10 th. assumption thaI s.cond-celllUr)' writ..-s W..-.
unsucc.ssfun}' trying 10 answ..- fourth- and fifth-CelllUr)' qu.stions, Of 10 th. b.li.f thaI Chakdon mighl b. inl..-p.-.I.d
from th. ".w T.slamelll without thoughl fOf whal has com. bmnell. Th. hislOl)' ofid.as functions n6lh..- by following
th. sam. agellda no.- by building biI-by-bi1 a final sch=•. Discontinuity outstrips continuity. To lah a rough analogy, from
Bach 10 :-'-I.ssiaell is as far as from th. ".w T.slamellllo Chalc.don. C':sar Franck is nol a bridg. Of sl"?Ping slon.
bmnell th.s. I\\"o poinls any mor. than T..-rulIian is a bridg. from th. ".w T.slamellllo Chalc.don. y.1 whal th. mid
1= says is th. way 10 und,,-sland th. continu:il}' and discontinu:il}' bmnell th. 1\\"0 ""tr=••. In a wOfd, th. middl. is
n.",,- m..-dy a r.,ision of th. b.ginning and n.",,- simply an anticipation of th. eIld, but a slal=eIll in its own righl which
may eIlabl. th. mon bmnell th. 1\\"0 d.signal.d ""tr=.s 10 b. und,,-slood.

Th. assimilation of classical thoughl inlo Christian thwlogy is 10 b. und,,-slood in th. sam. way. It is nol pr.s.m in th.
""'\" T.slamelll. By th. tim. \n r.ach th. fourth CelllUr)' it is th..-•." Ind••d, th..-. is no .,'idellc. ofposiu..', inl..-action
bmnffi philosophy and Christianity in th. firsl halfof th. fourth CelllUr)'. Ihn ar. 10 und,,-sland th. proc.ss, it will b.
through und,,-slanding th. s.cond CelllUr)' (Cl=ffil and T..-rulIian ar. th. hy fig,,,""s) in its own righI, n6lh..- as an
aft..-rhoughl no.- as a prdud•. Ihn ar. 10 und,,-sland th. mo\"=ffil ofEu:rop.an music, \n han 10 tr.al C':sar Franck
and oth..-s in th. sam. way.

"0 book should try 10 say ",'..-ything. This slUdy has lakffi T..-rulIian's argumffils as ""position ofhis \'ocabulary and
found thaI many common r.adings ofhis thoughl ar. qu.stionabl•. Thr•• poinls han =..-g.d which n••d 10 b. follo\nd
up ds.wh..-•." Firsl, his argumffil was commonly CHam'" through metapho.-, paradox and wit. Lil:. all inno\'aIOfs h.
us.d old ways of arguing logeth..- with n.w ways ofmetapho.- which broh th. moulds. S.cond, his Sloic mal..-ialism has
inl..-.Sl b.caus. of th.

" Thi, i, ",d,n' in th, ""n' ,,,,<1\' of Chiistoph" Sto.d, who ,how, how d"p th, difficultios u, S" hi, Philocophy in
CrJi"ian antiqui'y (Combridg', IWl)

" In f,ol,,· '0 Rom' ..,d D."d,on



non-reducm'e physicalism which;s so plausible al presem Jlld the common assumption thaI ChristiJllity CJll be identified
with Plalonism." Thirdly, TertulIiJll, more thJll Augustine, ;s the innovalOf.

As \n redisco\',,- TertulIiJllloday, \n acknowledge his hisloricJl imponJllce, his alien selling Jlld his strongly indi-iduJl
mind. It;s plain thaI in him the \\.eslem mind (d..- abendl;;ndische Geist') finds its firsl ChristiJll expression. 'In \\.eslem
ChristiJllity ",'..-,'lhing seems 10 commence with TertulIiJll: the lechnicJlIJllguage of ChristiJllS, theology, inlerpretation of
scriprure Jlld oth..- mriesrations of a religion which;s in pari Jlready settled Jlld in pari still on the ffiO\'e.'" This
continuity;s qualified by our estrJllgemenl from his world, wh..-e a surfeit of gods gan him a selling which;s alien 10 our

secular scene.

Finany, whal are the qualities ofhis mind which appeJlloday? Firsl th..-e;s his originJlity. He;s Jll inlenecmal Genghis

KhJll, who explores the bible Jlld classicJl culture, yet manages 10 presenl JlltiquariJll, scientific, medicJl Jlld
philosophicJl maler:iJl in Jll originJl way. Far from the flonl<!gla of Clemenl, th..-e ;s a highly indi-,duJl sparkle in whal he
says. 'For he WJllls 10 presenlrhings in his own words Jlld nor simply repeal thelJllguage of the schools.'" His humour
gi\'es colour 10 whal he wriles, through widening the scene; aft..- all, it i. easi..-Io imagine a mJll (like )'-Iarcion) born
without hearl Jlld brains thJllIO imagine a mJll born without a body (.Ilan. ~ .10.16). His personJl piety is inseparable
from his theology Jlld from his slyle; ",'..-,' humJll being slJllds und..- a pow..- which strictly ord..-s whal he should do Jlld
10 which in Jll inlense Jlld imp..-fecl way he;s responSIble. AI thelasl day, Chrisl will own those who han chosen 10 own
him. Indi-iduJl choice delermines all. '"1\0 one;s born for anoth..-, Jlld he dies for himself alone' (pall. 5A). 'Build your
faith, broth..-, on your own foundationl' (an. 26.1).

" S.. R. Rom', .ceoun' ofD.,id,on', non_ft<lucti,·, phnicoli,m, in hi, Obj."M'y r<la'M"" arJ /ru,h (C"",bridg' lWl)
llJ-l1

,. c. :'!Of"Chini, Asp,tti d,ll. dottrin. d,l mutirio in I,rtulliono, Comp<J".lIanw", )1 (1m), 11

" 'D,nn tf will mit d,n W Oft,n ch"'...~,ri,i"'n,nicht Schulbi1<lung on d,n log l'g,n' K. Holl, I,rtullion 01, Schrift>ttlltf
G.camm.l" .luf.;d'o, our KirGh.ng,cGhi,h", "01 ill (Iubingm 1915), S



S.condly, th..-. is his op='" which disappoinls som. who WJllI cOlllpf.hffisi-'. conclusions, H. is fOf.,.'..- on th. mon,
s••king mo.-. ofwhal h. has found on. should b. asham.d of im.n.crual in..-tia (hic IJIllUln curiosilas lo.-p.scit', (nal,
1,1.3», H. us.s "".g.s.s JIld argutnffils in on. plac. JIld d.ni.s th.", ds.wh..-.; h. prais.s JIld criticiz.s marl}TS; JIld h.
""loIs th. ,,'ond..-s ofmarri.d lif., y.-l s••s a ,,-icio,,'..- as r.li.,.,.d of a burdffi, Pari of this is th. logic of apolog.-tic ,,'hich
is dir.cl.d 10 distincl JIld s"paral. probl.",s, Pari of it is th. am'ocal' who argu.s .ach cas. s"paral.!y, O,"p,,- still is his
CommilmffillO r.ason: h. has 10 satisfy himsdf, nor oth..-s, thaI a position is rationally justifi.d," This m.JIls thaI h. do.s
nol always bring oUl th. inn..-unily ofhis own position, b.caus. h. is 100 conc..-n.d 10 s.-l oUl a probl.", JIld 10 discuss
"",,-y poinl, ,- H. saw on his own sid. contradictions which oth..-s ignor.d JIld mad. things difficuh fOf himsdfby raising
probl.",s (hapl, 12) which did nol worry oth..-s, His anxious artislr)~' gan him courag. JIld th. ability 10 grasp a
compl"" of id.as JIld 10 bring from .ach d.lail som.thing which was usdUllo his cas., Th. anxi.-l}' d.-m,.d from th••as.
with which ChristiJllS compromis.d th6r uniqu. hop., His H..-adit'JIllon of opposil.s is a compl"" thing, rJllging from a
slylistic tic, which may inf.C1 rhos. who r.ad him, 10 his "id., inclusi-'. humanily, ConfliCI is his lif.; opposit.s ar. his
r.aliI}'; JIld paradox is his inl.n.crual d.lighl, Th. poet, Rob..-r Browning, capnnd a small pari of this,

Our in,,,,,,', on th, d""g"om ,dg' of thing,
Th, hom" thi,f th, ttnd" mutd"". th, mpmtitiom .th,i"
W, woteh whil, th", in ,quilibrium h,p
Th, gid,!din, mi<lo.>'.y· om "'p .,id,

Th"',, cl.ss,d ""d dom with.'"

Thirdly, th..-. is th. coh"-ffic, pro,id.d by on. th.",.: th. pffi.ction of th. di--in••conomy in th. crucifi.d Chrisl, A
profound unity springs from his final "ocabulary or rul. offailh,

"fbid 10. '\\-.,,, """,Ilm,n ,oll. d., muss ibm .uch d,nI.-tu "in'

,- fbid. I!. 'D., Protl,m i" l.:1u "d'g' und j,d" ,m,ln, ?unI.~mi, <liol,~1i"h,d;:un" "fut,rt••t" hot " " ,",,,,,,,,den. <li, inn",
Einh,i, "in" :'!oti,', rum Am<lruck ru tring,n'"

" fbid.. Il. ~',=.-.iftlttKun,f. Tbi, gO'" him. I thinl.: • COut'g' of d"poir '" ,\',=.-.iftlung,mut'



FOf the simple my'l...y ofhum"" ,,,j,'ation, God's .conomy, the 'umming-up of all thing, in Chri'l join, hi, Pfolific
inl.n.crual am,.,mlfCs. Th. ,up.riority of Jcru,alcm ov... Athen' dem'" from the Ofd... of the @",••conomy ""d
r.capirulation join, Alpha 10 Om.ga in cr.dibl. ineptitud•. To the 'oul narurally Chri,ti"", the long 'IO!)' of ,,,j,'ation bring,
r.cognition of the w.n-known God. lli"'. di,grac. unit., )'-Ia:rcion's antith.,., or the @",. trinity within the being of
God. Sa'",g hi'IO!)';' summariz.d in the Lord', Pray... or exlend.d in the bibl•. Th. church cannOl allow po'l-bapti'mal
sin which deni., the ,m·...eign pow... ofJ.,us Chri'I, ,on of God, ,a''''ur. Th. @",. comedy;, ob,cur.d by \"alentini""
fables. Apocalyptic affirm, the coming kingdom of Chri,ms \ ";clor. Chri,ti"" moral, poinllo the my'Ief)' which al the end
r.,lor., the @",.liken." gi.'en in cr.ation.

For us loday, T..-rul1i",,', m'...a:rching thcm. rai,., dilf...enl Pfoblcm, for dilf...enl peopl•. From the b.ginning the
r.conciliation of all thing, in Chri'l (Eph. U 0, ~.13-16) m.anl ConfliCI for b.li.""" fighting (Eph. 6.10-20). Th.
antith.si, ofAthen' ""d Jcru,alcm conftrm, ""d qu.,tion, the exclu';"'en." of ""y monothei'm. Th. pa:radox of
incarnation i, central but unacceptable 10 thallOlal mClaphysic," for which God i, nol in the world. Th. ,trif. ofopposit.,
,ugg.'I' the pointl.,sn." ofPfogr." ""d the 'God-shap.d blank' grow, blank... for ,om. in a ,.cula:r world. Antith.,.,
in God rai,. qu.,tion, about the ultimacy of.,il ""d Chri,ti"" us. ofth. Old T.,Iamenl. Sinc. only a crucifi.d God
"""v , the primiti\.• claim for@"" cr.dibilily (a cr.alor mu,1 r.d.cm), bow doc, thi, reinforc. trinila:ri"" b.lief' Do
Pfay ""d the bible exac...bal. or illuminal' Pfoblcm, ofb.lief' C"" the forc. of.,il in hum"" Iif. b. r.concil.d with
hum"" fr••dom ""d @",. goodn.,,~\\ny i, the church it,.1f '0 often "" ob,tacl. 10 failh~ \\n .... doc, Chri,ti""
non,en,. begin ""d how i, r.a,on imponanl~ \\nal i, the furor. ofJ.,us Chri,l~ In moral, c"" w. r.concil. world
affirmation ""d world-denial, f.a:r ""d Ion ofGod, the narural ""d the n.w~ All th.,. qu.,tion, a:r. cnla:rg.d ""d bCII...
und""lood through T..-rul1i",,', a:rgurnenl.

Hi, originality ""d op=." mad. him "" .ccl.sia,tical failur.,

"Wittg,n>tt;,,,', Tra"aw:: log;,o.Philocoph;,tJ::, th, ft<luctioni'm of which continut> ;" pOpulM "culori,m



fOf th. church was Olfffid.d by much thaI h. \HOI., ,,'ffi ifil could n,,'..- fOfg.-t him b.caus. h. so cl.3rl}' bdong.d within
ils Iif,,)l ThaI ",m. originalily f.-mainS his claim on our attffitionlod.J.y, fOf \n han l.",'m, from th. pragmatisls, thaI th.
on. wonh-whil. im.n.cn13l ffil..-prjS' is 10 sp."" as though \n 3f. nol f.h.3fsing a pr"iously Writtffi scripl,"

)l Holl I,rtullim 01, Schrift>ttU., U. 'd,nn """Of ,m" dtr ihrigm und """Of ,m" d" Gf6'>ttn' Cyprim', 'Do mogi,ttum"
must b, ftm,mb",d

" R. Rom' COn/ingone>, IrO">, arJ ,0IidC1J"i'>, (C"",bridg', 19S~), >iii
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3.1-283

5238

5.11,31
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3.1152

8.10 236
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6.1196

6.2f. 200

6.3201

7200

7.1202

7.3 19~, 201
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