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Aissani,Association GEHIMAB,Algerie, 1997, p57.
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d'etudes Orientales, Naples, 1984, .P115.
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-Jorge luis Borges:Neuf essais sur Dante,traduit de I'espagnol par Frangoise Rosset,
Préface d'Hector Biancotti, Paris,Gallimard,1987.
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- Christian Bonaud: Le Soufisme ( Al-Tasawwuf) et la spiritualité islamique,
Maisonneuve et larose — Institut du monde Arabe, Paris, 1991, p8.
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2 — Eric Geoffroy: Le Rayonnement Spirituel du Cheikh Al Alawi en Occident

365 2002 2001 18-16
5- Michel Chodkkeiwicz: Un Océan sans Rivage, seil, Paris,p.11, 1992
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James Morris ' Denis Gril
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L'imagination créatrice dans le soufism

'"d"ibn arabi, Paris 1958

Toshihico Izutsu, Sufism

and Taoism, Tokyo, 1966

. Ibn ’Arabi, «Le Livre du Nom de Majesté »
(kitdb al-Jalédla), trad. Michel Valsan i1in Etudes
Traditionnelles, Paris, 1948,

Charles-André Gilis, «Les clés des Demeures
spirituelles dans les FutGhdt d’Ibn ’"Arabi», in René
Guénon et 1’avenement du troisieme Sceau, Paris,
1991.

", 3u "o "o

|- Pierre Lory, Bulletin Critique des Annales Islamologiques, N° 13,(1996),p64.
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«L'Orient désigne le monde spirituel qui est I'Orient majeur auquel se léve le pur soleil
intelligible, et les "Orientaux" sont ceux dont la demeure intérieure regoit les feux de

cette éternelle aurore»/ —http://jm.saliege.com/corbinl.htm [20-4-2004]
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-La sagesse des Prophetes trad.par T.Burckhardt,
Albin Michel, 1974

1-Ibn Arabi: L'interpréte des désirs, Traduction Maurice Gloton, Avant
propos:Pierre Lory, Editions Albin Michel, 1996, P7.

Ibn Arabi ou la Quéte du soufre rouge": -2

-Claude Addas: IBN ARABI ou la quéte du soufre rouge, gallimard.1989,p p I1-15.
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—Louis Massignon : Recueil de Textes Inédits concernant ['histoire de la mystique en pays de

'islam,Librairie Orientaliste,Paris, 1929, PI16.
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4-L'héritage akbarien, entretien réalisé par Jaafar Kansoussi et Véronique Barre,/n Horizons Maghrébins,
N°30, Hiver1995, 11° année, Publications de I'université de Toulouse, p 11-12.
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UNIVERSITY OF CONSTANTINE
FACULTY OF HUMAN AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

ABSTRACT

OF A THESIS SUBMITTED TO OBTAIN A PhD in PHILOSOPHY
By
SAAD KHEMICI

Title: Symbolism and Interpretation in the Sufi Philosophy of 1bn al-‘Arabi

This research work is an attempt to elucidate the relationship between the concept of symbol
and that of interpretation and their importance in the philosophy of Ibn al-‘Arabi, who was one of
the most outstanding Sufist philosophers in Islamic civilisation. His strong presence and
influence have been and are still felt in Sufi experience and in philosophical thought in general.
This presence has been even more felt because the dominating methodologies and
philosophical issues in the "postmodernist” era are precisely the methodologies he followed and
the issues that constituted the core of his philosophy such as the eclectic approach to

knowledge, the combination of "reason”, "imagination”, "revelation" and "text"; and the emphasis
on some questions such as "language" and the "meaning of letters", "the perfect man", and "the
unity of religions and religious ways" as well as the idea of the "journey" that opens the way to

various new interpretative areas and to the status of "woman" in the existence and so forth.

The research work falls in eleven chapters in addition to an introduction, a preamble, and a
conclusion and includes four hundred and forty pages. After demonstrating the importance of
searching the Sufi text in general and that of lbn al-‘Arabi in particular, given its symbolic
character that leads undoubtedly to various patterns of interpretation, the researcher delimites
several points of departure that determine the overall context of the research work by setting the
most relevant justifications for the symbolic trait of the philosophy of lbn al-‘Arabi and the
necessity to associate his thought with interpretation. The aim is not to decode the symbolism he
uses as this is linked to the necessity to believe in what is implicit and what is explicit in any text,
or rather in any existence, for the sake of achieving perfection by uniting them. The researcher
goes on to wonder whether the Akbari and Sufi symbol is an aim in itself or just a means and, as
a consequence, whether interpretation is essential in knowledge or just secondary and whether
the symbol is a truth emanating from the reality of Sufism or just the result of a particular

situation.

In the first chapter, the researcher attempts to unfold the secret of the recent growing interest in
the works of Ibn al-‘Arabi, within several research works and translations by both Arabs and
foreigners with different nationalities, in order to understand the "actuality" of Ibn al-*Arabi.

In the following five chapters, the researcher tries to analyse the most important symbolic

specimen in the Sufist philosophy of Ibn al-‘Arabi which is language starting with "letters" and



ending with "words" and "the origin of language" due to the importance of language and words in
the world of symbols. Indeed, understanding the meaning of letters and words necessitates
interpretation whether by directly perceiving a meaning or by deciphering a symbol or by solving

a riddle, or simply by illustrating. All these are inclusive of the sense of symbolism for Ibn al-

‘Arabi.

After attempting to dissect the symbolism of the Akbarian letters and the philosophical meanings
to which they lead and the subsequent divine birth of words and language, the researcher then
deals with the resulting harmony in speech that allows speech itself to be used as a science that
defends faith when logically used. Such a science is called "the science of meaning balance"
and "scholastic theology", the aim of which is, in Ibn al-‘Arabi's words, to defend a genuine faith
against a forged one. Therefore, the researcher shows in chapter six the principle of Ibn al-*Arabi
concerning scholastic theology and the justification behind its existence and importance to the
people. In chapter seven, the researcher provides samples of ideas about speech which reflect
what may be called a Sufi and Akbari scholastic theology and which, according to Ibn al-*Arabi,
express a genuine faith.

An authentic faith is one of the most important prerequisites for achieving the journey to God, the
journey of the soul and that of words and letters. The researcher, then, devotes chapter nine to
the symbolism of the journey, its truth, and its interrelationship with everything in the philosophy
of Ibn al-‘Arabi as an essential idea that has the same value as the idea of movement in Greek
philosophy and in scholastic theology and the related interpretations on various existential,
intellectual, and axiology levels.

One of the types of journeys on which Ibn al-‘Arabi focuses is the journey of imagination to
imagination. It is a journey that requires the language of poetry which fits the power of
imagination and transcends the rules of the mind. As woman and courtship are ever and ever
present in Arabic poetry so is woman particularly present in the Akbari text and in the Sufi one in
general. That is the reason why the researcher devotes chapter ten to the theme of woman in
the Akbari text and to the status of the Sufi woman in the Sufism of Ibn al-‘Arabi and the
symbolism of the female in his thought illustrating these with Sufi samples that had a special
impact in the "knowledge" of the Al-Sheikh Al-Akbar.

The remarkable presence of woman in the Akbari poetry and works is what sparked off fierce
debate with the theologians of his time. This stimulated lbn -al‘Arabi to explain the symbolism of
woman and its relationship to the worlds of imagination. It is the last chapter of this research
works that deals with the symbolism of imagination in the philosophy of Ibn -al*Arabi in so far as
imagination is, in his view, the whole universe, and that it is only through a perception of the
absolute universe that the Sufi may achieve perfection and connection with God and ultimately
perish in Him. This is the ultimate goal of the Sufi because all the symbols of his intellectual

system drive towards this eminent and noble objective.
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