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DESTINY AND ITS RELATION TO HUMAN PRACTICES IN
SUFI IDEOLOGY

By
Ali Mahmoud Ali AlI-Omari

Supervisor
Dr. Mohmmad Nabil Taher AlI-Omari

ABSTRACT

Destiny and its relation to human behavior has been a study
subject to the entire nations. A lot of philosophical schools have
considered it as a corner stone of its ideology. Along times ago many
people thought that they were absolutely driven by nature forces.
Fatalism developed through the past to be more rational than the
previous naive belief. From the other side human free will arose to be a
natural reaction confronting the past belief which made people with no
choice; no power like a feather flying in the wind.
Like other nations, this issue was serious. So it attracted the
attention of Muslim scholars. Some of Muslim groups were named by
considering their opinion about destiny and its relation to human
behavior. Some of them were called fate follower, determinists, and
moderate fate follower.
Such as other intellectual schools, Sufism studied the destiny issue

and its relation to human behavior.
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First Sufis who complied with the creed of Sunnis didn’t study this

issue on a philosophic basis, moreover they didn’t make specific
definitions or terms for it, but their utmost concern was to express the
practical effects caused by the belief of human about the idea that God is
the creature of all human actions. As result of that, their ideas appeared to
be pure fatalistic, but the true object was to teach people how to worship
their God and to lead them to the way of true reliance on God and only
God, and the way of accepting God’s sacred will. Sufis study of destiny
has been developed by time, so their ideas have described the relation of
destiny towards human behavior. Al-Ghazali the Muslim scholar went to
the root of destiny by studying its relation to the Islamic creed throughout
the “Al Qasb Al Ashari” point of view """ by studying its relation to
philosophy through negating the necessary affiliation between causes and
results and showing that this affiliation is due to the habit only made by

God’s almighty will and by

(1) Al Qasb Al Ashari: a concept which holds the meaning that people could gain their own created acts by their

choice.
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studying its relation to morals, and how morals can be changed ; al

of that leads to the existence of human free will, a free will which could
gain a new moral or leave a bad temper.

Another Sufi approach was a philosophic one, which depended on

the oneness with existence. The theorists of this approach explained
destiny that human behavior is the God’s acts, and the actions of people
are like reflections of God’s almighty. Human have no independent free

will, it is only a part of God’s will.
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