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Ibn Masarra

Tﬁe figure of Ibn Masarra, as portrayed bv modern
historians, is a familiar mythical type~-that of the "founder"™
(in this case, of Andalusian philesophy and mysticism), by
whose influence and example the otherwise mysterious and ob-
scure origins of a significant cultural phenomenon are to be
"explained." Yet even if history, at any level of generalization,
inevitably tends toward myth, still the distimchtion of fiction and
historical narrative seems a real and meaningful one: In the
latter instance, one expects probability tempered by and
anchored in '"facts.'" For that reason alone, then, this paper
should be justified as a caution and object lesson in the
critical reading (or writing) of history, since verv 1ittle
written about Ibn Masarra in Western languages has any sure

substantiation in the original sources.l More positively, it

11t is not so much that what Asin, for example, says in |
some 200 pages is at all untrue or invented, but simply that ‘
its relation to Ibn Masarra is tenuous at best, and frequently
misleading. In Brockelmann's notice, to take another example--
BR-S, I, 378-379 = Geschichte der arahischen Litteratur, Sup-
plementbande, 3 vols. (Leiden, 1937-1942)-"almost nothing but
the dates and proper names can be trusted; €ertainly inaccurate
is the opening statement that Ibn Masarra '"'founded the study
of Greek philosophy ~nd Islamic mysticism in Spain.'" And
Brockelmann, like almost all writers of this century, follows
Asin, who is generally more careful to include qualifiers ('iit
is probable,' '"not impossible,' etc.) where he is clearly
embroidering the very meager information contained in the Sources.
Unfortunately, even the attentive reader, though, can scarcely
be expected to recognize all the joints between ''fact'" and fiction,
or to judge the varying degrees of probability involved.

This study, however, was not conceived in a critical vein,
and it is not intended as a point-by-point analysis of Asin's
work, a task which would recuire a veolume at least as lengthy; only
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may serve to reveai once more the complexity and interest of :
a 'still largely unexplored period in the history of~Islamic
Spain, and to re-open a number of intriguing problems.

We begin with a survey of modern Western scholarship on
Tbn Masarra, as a way of revealing some of the larger problems
and interpretations with which his name has been associated,
and which have accounted for his continuing interest to several
generations of historians. The rest of this study does not
pretend to be the history that would answer those questiens,
but only a small part of the tedious task of collecting and
collating sources which such an endeavor would require, All
we have attempted here is an outline of the facts concerning
Ibn Masarra's personal background, his life, his works and
teachings, and his subsequent direct influences, as they emerge
from the scattered references in primary sources.2 This
preliminary discussion is neither definitive nor exhaustive,
and is only meant to prepare the reader with a command of
Arabic for his own examination of those sources, which are
intended as an dintegral part of the paper, and annotated and

organized so as to make reference as easy as possible,

a few basic disagreements are openlyv touched on in what follows,
Rather, more constructively, the solvent effects of this
re~examination of the sources (with some new additions) may

help to reveal new possible relations between important move-
ments and activities which Asin--perhaps too avidly--sought to
1ink to the person of Ibn Masarra.

27 listing of the relevant primary sources is given at the
beginning of each section, supplementing individual references
throughout the narrative. Suvporting analytical arguments (for
dating, etc.)--sometimes tedious and complicatéd--have usually
been confined to footnotes.




I. Histotriography

The first mention of .Ibn Masarra in modern historiéal

writing was apparently the article on "Empedocles" from

ileiffI!s:Tifighmaléﬂukamz', which was included in a collection
of Arabic sources for Sicilian history published in 1857 and

3 In a sense this

translated (into Italian) a few years later,
passage from al-Qifti (d. 1248)--a misleading compilation of
earlier notices in $3%id (1070).and-Ibn d1-FaradT (1012)-%has
determined the basic orientation of most subsequent writing

on this subject:; "In"it, Ibn Masarra is linked quite strongly
to the "Batiniya,'" and to certain late neo-Platonic writings
which the Araﬁs had credited to Empedocles (and Pythagofas);
and which were to have considerable influenée on the mystical-
philosophical speculations of later Muslim and Jewish (and
possibly even Christian) thinkers and '"mystics' in Spain and
North Africa. It was in this latter, philosophical context,
that Ibn Masarra was next evoked--in Munk's study (18539) of

the Jewish Andalusian pﬁilosopher "Ibn Gebirol'--as the man who

supposedly 'brought to Spain' the different works attributed

to Empedocles.5 Dozy, however, in keeping with the political

SMichele Amari, bpp. 613-615 in Biblioteca Arabo-Sicula
(Leipzig, 1857) = pp. 15-16 in al-Qift1.

4Compare the passape in 0ue°t1on and its analysis (Appendlw,
p. x»xiv) with $X%d, Ibn Abi Usaybi® (IAU), and Ibn al-Faradi,
#1202. 1In fact, the onl original, knowledgeab]e mention of
Ibn Masarra's rolﬁflon either to the B§t1n1 movement or to
"Bmpedocles' is one line in 53%id; all the rest of al-Qifti's
article, which has so impressed 1ater scholars with itg stress
on Ibn Masarra, is entirely borrowed from Ibn al- Faradl--an
important fact no one seems éver: to have noticed, of.at least
to have pointed out in print. There is no reason to believe

that al-= Q1f§1 had the least knowledge of Ibn Masarra apart from
what he found in his two sources,

5 1n going on to quote (pp. 242 ff.) from the summary of
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stress (and the roMantic,ialmost noveliéfic style).of hisa

history.(1861)y-emphasized the I'Bafini' side of al-Qifg7!s notice,

treating this "panthéiste de Cordoue™ as the "emissaire sécrdte

of Fatimid propaganda in Spain, naffilid a 1a société secréte

dés Isma®iliens,"0 Unfortunately, Dozy's imaginative (and

sometimes fantastic) account has had considerable influence

on subsequent writers in some of its more dubious details.”
_Goldziher (1903), while including the perspectives stressed

by Dozy and Munk, was able to take advantage of the publication

of somé¢ impértant new sources--principally Ibn al-Faradi and

pseudo-Empedoclean doctrines given by Shahrastani, Munk was
already anticipating the project later carried out by Asin.

The passage on Ibn Masarra is pp. 240-242 in bis Mélanges
de philosophie juive et aralbe (Paris, 1859). Munk doeg not
mention any source for his comments other than al Olft1 and
Amari's Italian translation of his anthology. Yet in the text
he makes two influential statements--that Ibn Masarra brought
the works of Empedocles to Spain, and that he bhad_(first)
studied them in the East--that are not in al- Qlftl at all, and
indeed seem to contradict what is actually said there (altuough
probably invented by al-Qifti himself) about Ibn Masarra's
having to leave Cordoba for the Bast 'because of too much

study “of the philosophy of Empedocles.'

6R.P.A. Dozy, pp, 127-128 in Histeoire des Musulmans d'Espagne...,
Vol., II (2nd:edition: Leyden, 1932). Dozy also gives in fvll
(IV, 158-159) the passage from al-Hulalf(amonymous author: see"
Ahnendlx, p. iv) mentioning a hadith found among the works of
Ibn Masarra by a fagih of Cordohba around the year 495/1101.

7Dozy, at least, had a sort of excuse; His interpretation
here is not BO farfefchéd when one realizes that he used,_in
addition to a1-Q1f§ only the short passage in al- Pumaydl and
its repetitions in Ibn KhZgan and al—haqoar1--a11 6f these. late
(and short) notices which also tend to portray Ibn Masarra as
a reprehensible heretic, (The additional sources in the second
edition are listed bv Lévi-Provengal, following Asin.) None of
the earlier and most eusent1a1 h1stor1ca1 sources--especially
al-Khushani, Ibn al-Faradi, and Ibn al-Abb3r--were utilized by
Dozy; all, of course, were still in manuscript at that time,

This passage (II, 126=127) may also be the source of that
infelicitous application of the term '"libres penseurs' to the
" Mu®tazila and others, popularlzed in Islamic studies by Gold-
ziher (see below). Dozy here is clearly using it anachronlstlcally,
in the unclear and inexact popular sense that it has taken in
later writers.
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(apparently) Ibn Hazm's PFagl. - For him, Ibn Masarr;'represented
one point in a-langerwmovement of "free thought" (generélly
perceived locally as "Mu‘tazii?”) benetrating 8pain and the_
Maghrib at that time and combining otherwise disparate doctrines
in a common reaction against,the_"orthOdoxy" of the Mélikite
feligious scholars. The emphasis is not so much on the man
as on the '"'school' he helped originate: "l*tIslam espagnol du
xi€ (sic) sidcle fut bientdt pénétré dlun mouvement latent de
libre pensée, qui prit le nom de Masarriya,"®

To the insights and inferpretations of his predecessors,
Asin-Palacios (1914) added a deep interest (and extensive
background) in the development of Islamic mysticism in Spain,
a movement to which Ibn Masarra is attached, above all, by
the testimony of Ibn al-“Arabi, for whom he was "among the
greatest of the people of the (mystical) way in knowledge,

states, and revelation.”” And if the greater part of Asin's

SIgnéé Goldziher,:pp. 66=A9 in the Livre d'Ibn Toumert
(Alger, 1903)--part of his introduction.

If Goldziher adheres more closely to the sources in his
actual biography of Ibn Masarra, his imggination may even excel
Dozy's in this portrayal of the *Masarriya." The &nly mention
of the name "Masarriya' itself, to begin with, is in Ibn Hazm
(d.1064), who only mentions the group because of the obscurity
into which its memory has fallen in his day. Moreover, all the
other followers of the '"madhhab'" of Ibn Masarra cited in Ibn
al-Faradi died-~as Goldziher himself admits--in the 10th century.
These were apparently his only two sources for this. judgment,
(There is no mention at all of any connection to later speculative
Sufism in Anadalusia, as: first stressed by Asin--apparently on
the basis of Ibn al-Mrabi's comments.)

9CPutuhat I, 148; see Avpendix, p. xii,) Miguel Asin-Palacios'
Ibn Masarra y su escuela: Origenes de la filosofia hispanomusulman,
2nd edition (slightly revised), pp. 1-216 in Obras Escogidas, Vol.
I (Madrid, 1946). The subtitle, although a just statement of
Asin's larger topic, is inaccurate and misleading if taken as
too directly related to Ibn Masarra and his ''school;'" any connection
of Ibn Masarra especially with ''philosophy" in the stricter
sense of Aristotelian "falsafa' is especially tenuous./ This text
is essentially that of the 1914 edition, with changes limited
to a few footnotes and the system of transliteration.
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study was taken up with the (somewhat dubious) task of re-
coﬁstructing “Ibn Masarra's'" pseudo-Empedoclean ''doctrine,"

hig investigations also brought to light a number of new sources
for the history of Ibn Masarra and his disciples--and alse: for
early Andalusian asceticism and Mu®tazilism in general--which
together have made this the authoritative study of the more
heterodox intellectual movements of early Muslim Spain, a position
which, for all its faults, the work seems likely to hold for

10 11 subsequent

some time to come, Almost without exception,

10Newlysedited works published during the 1ast half-century
have added surprisingly little to our stock of sources mentioning
Ibn Masarra and his school. The only S1gn1f1cant ones not
used by Asin are the following: 1) al-Nub@ahi; 2) Ibn al~Abbi3r
(in two supplementary editicns to the Takmila--see Bibliography
and Appendix, p. ix); 3) Ibn al-Mar'a; and 4) Ibn Abi Zayd (dubious:
given only in SEZG-I, without sources--see Ar penol,, p. 111).
Asin added references to 5) al-Suy@iti and 6)al-Tha®3alibi in
footnotes to his second edition, but did not analyze their contents
in the text.

117wo notable exceptions--authors who have at least partially
re-examined some of Asin’s sources and conc1u51ons-—mu%t be mentioned.

Lévi-Provengal, while closely following Asin on the details
of Ibn Masarra'svlife in his Histcire de 1'Espagne fusulmane
(Paris, 1953) II, pp. 485-488 (the sections on Mu‘tazilism and
asceticism,. pp.480-485, are also relevant) stresses in his
concluding remarks not so much any literary "doctrine'" of Ibn
Masarra as--here perhaps closer to Goldziher--his sociological
)1gn1f1cance as the '"premier (7?) plonnler” in the development
of '"une vie myst1oue collective de caractere opec1alement
hispanique.'" More importgnt, thoug is the short study "A
propos de 1t'ascete phllosophe Ibtn Masarra de Cordoue'V (Orlenta ia
Suecana, III, pp. 75-83) in which he specifically re-examine
the blograbhical sources for the lives of Ibn Masarra and his
followers in the light of new passages from Ibn al-AbbfAr (= our
ADpendlx, D. V11), and concluded with the accurate observation:
"On s'apercoit, a l'examen de ces donnees combien 1'1nd1pence
et la contradictlon des sources anciennes rendent malaisee toute
prise de parti.'(p.82) Unfortunately, even. thé revised:chrono-
logy which he thought assured by Ibn al-Abbir must be held in
question (see Section III below), Rinally, as for the doctrinel
"systeme masarrien' constructed by Asin, Levi-Provencal modestly
excuses himself in. terms Wthh do not conceal a certain scepticism:
"On ne peut qu'admirer la maltrise avec laquelle M. Asin sut
tirer parti dans son ouvrage des sources indigentes qui s'offraient
2 lui,..," (p. 75)

The article on"Ibn Masarra™ by Roger Arnaldez in the second
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works-on the intellectuél hisfory of Islamic Spain; whether
general or more specialized, have tended to repeat Asin's
conclusions, apparently without ever fully reconsidering his
sources: "Ibn Masarra' and ‘'the origins of Spanish Muslim
philosophy" (the subtitle of Asin's book) have too often Io=

become synonymous terms,

edition of The Encyclopedia of Islam (Vol. III, pp, 868-872) is
complementary to Lévi-Provengal In that, while summarizing Asin's
biographical conclusions: (errors and all), it does at least under-
take a short examination of the sources for his doctrinal re-
construction, leading to skeptical conclusions on a number of
points., The result is again a more accurate assessment: "It

may therefore be considered, without baving actual proof, that
Ibn Masarra's doctrine belonged somewhere between the theories

of the bseudo-Bmpedocles and those of Ibn ®Arabl, modifying

the still very metaphvsical and speculative cosmology of th
former in the direction of the mystical coesmology of the

latter." (p. 871--gmphasis aurs)’ -~




1I. Personal Background

Our only source making specific reference to Ibn MaSarra's.
family i§ Ibn al-FaraQT (ef, Appendix, pp. xvi-xviii). As for
more general background, Asin haé,collected--m&inly from Ibn
al-ParadY again--biographical notices on a number of other
early Spanish ascetics ("Apéndice 3," pp. 185-191) and
Mu€tazilites (MAperdice.i2," pp. 179-184), to which should be
added the helpful survey of "El1 pensiamento musulmdn espafiol
en los tres primeros siglos' (pp., 21-38). A great deal of
work could still be done, however, by collating and examining
more closely the references to students and teachers-~especially
those frequented in the Orient during pilgrimages--which are
cited in the biographical literature; such study x,:ould‘a'isb help
in reconstructing more exactly the social context of figures,

like Ibn Masarra, whose importance has already Leen recognized,

Ibn Masarra's family was almost certainly of native
Spanish stock, a fact that emerges from the discussion Qf its
"client" status}zthe description of nis father's physical
abpearance (fair-haired and ruddy-faced), and the humorous story
told of his stay in Basras-where as a sunburnt youth accompanying
his merchant brother on the bilgrimage, he was warned by a teacher

to beware of being sold as a slave by the people of that city,

120 he mention, transmitted by certain ''companions,' that
Ibn Masarra sunposedly later claimed that his family were among
the clients of the Omayyads (rather than of Berbers, as stated
by Ibn al-Faradi's other sources), might presumably reflect a
desire for higher social (and religious?) standing--whether
by Ibn Masarra himself, or among his later followers--~analogous
to the later r‘ractlce (esoec1ally common in the Maghrib) of
creating a 'S Sharifian' ancestry for anyone possessed of superior
or "saintly' religious powers.
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Whatever his occupation%BIbn Masarra's father appears to have
been among the leading scholars of his day in Cordoba-(Ibn
al-Faradl has four biographies of men--two of them quite im-
portant--among those who transmitted his hadith, and he is
said to have had 'wide renown' in Mecca during his final stay
there), despite his also having been suspected of conCeéling
"MuCtazilite™ opinions on the free will/such as were known

to be held by his notorious friend Khalil "a1-Ghafla."™? Such
views were probabl& not so uncommon among the educated elite,
and the fact that his father, during that early ggii§15 had ‘studied
in Basra, at that time a center of Mu$tazilite speculation, is
another indication that the yvoung Ibn Masarra--whether in-petsopal

discussion, or through the books left him by his father--was

exposed to speculative religious ideas at an early age.l6 Finally,

13The only possible evidence for his also having been a
merchant, as Lévi- ~-Provgngal would have it ("A propos..Y, p. 77)--
that his brother Ibrahim was one, and that he supposedly-left
Cordoba for the Bast in eld age ''because of debts'--may be in-
adequate for such an assertion.

148or more on this 1nterest1ng figure, who came into disrepute
for openly admitting Mu®tazilite views (apparently also after a
journey to the East; before that time he seems to have associated
with the leading Malikite faqihs),.and whose "heretical®™ library
wzs burned by a group of scholars after his death (date unknown),
sce Asin, pp. 181-132; he is alsc cited by Goldziher, pp. 67-68,
and Lévi-Provengal (H E.M.3}, pp. 481-433,

15The exact time, lacking any birthdate, remains uncertain,
Asin (from the names of toacher, given?) plqces it in tne "240t'sy

Note that the "al-Khushani' (not the historian who is among
our sources, and often cited by Ibn al-Faradi as''Ibn bar1th”) who
is said to have traveled and studied with Ibn Masarral!s father
during this trip is listed among Ibn Masarra's own teachers, and
is one of the most frequently occurring names (of teachers ard
transmitters of hadIth) in Ibn al-Faradi--another indication that
Tbn Masarra's family was among the religious und intellectual
“"elite' of the capital.

16The works of "Bmpedocles," if Ibn Masarra was really
as enamored of thém as 33€id states, could easily have been
part of this (or some other Cordoban) library; it is nowhere
recorded that he first heard of them in the East. :
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whatever his father's reasons for departing for Mecca a
second time (and the imputation innaneiseutdé-that;ittwas
Hén1y~beeaﬁsegof;aidebt,"”qaalified by "it is said," leaves
ample room for speculation), his death there in 286 means that
Ibn Masarra (born 269) was left fathefless at the age of
fourteen or fifteen, at the latest.

The four men listed as having studied under 1Ibn Masarra's
father (there were of course others less distinguished) are of
interest for other reasons as well,17 a11 §f them had, among
their teachers, the same tﬁree as are listed for Ibn Masarra,
a sign that his education--to a certain degree, at least--must
have followed the traditional, legal (Malikite) patterns; the
story of his visit to a famous fagih of Qayrawan, witnessed.
by al-Khushani (= Appendjx,.p. xxxi), is another indication of
this. Most of them, moreover, were close contemboraries, some of
almost the same age, and the itineraries recorded for their
travels in the Oriént--especially in the case of #1216, whose
hajj L294;85.may have been ‘only a year or. two before Ibn
Masarra's (cf. #21 below)--could very likely include a number
of the Eastern scholars with whom he actually studied, since
the Spanish travelers, judging from Ibn al—Faran's biographies,

a
seem to have frequented many of the same famous names.l® At any

170ne of them (#306), born in 218, seems to indicate that
Ibn Masarra's father was prohably fairly old when he (Ibn Masarra)
was born, since. one did generally study hzdith from older scholars,
not usually from men younger than oneself,

180pe such recurrent name (in #1068 here, and #'s 1329 and
1364 among the later followers of Ibn Masarra's school; also found
in many unrélated notices) is the Meccan scholar Ibn al-A%r3bi
(SEZG-1I, 660-661), who suppogsedly ''replied to' the teachings
of Ibn Masarra (Ibn al-Faradi, #1202). (When, whether in writing
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“;rate, their journeys are indicative of the process-by‘which

the speculations and controversies then current in Easterﬁ
circles (and the periodrwas’d creative:one foir Istamic philo-
sophy, theology, and mysticism) must have been quickly, if

often surreptitiously, carried back to Muslim Spain--undoubtedly

by men other than Ibn Masarra as we11,19

or in oral response to questioning, on what points of doctgine

or practice, etc. are unanswered questions.) Ibn al-ASrabi, it
should be noted, is today known mainly as a '"mystic' (he was
assncizated with al-Junayd and others), but was also a transmitter
of haditiz ond may very well have taught Ibn Masarra., (See #22
and Section IV below.) Ibn al-A®r3bi lived from 246 to 341,

19Note, for example, that five.of the eight men whom Ibn
al-Faradi associates with Ibn Masarra's "school'" (i.e., with
some acquaintance with his works) are also listed as having
traveled dand studied in the Fast. (Cf. Appendix, pp. Xix-xxi,)
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111, Life

As with many other legendary figures, most.of what has
been said about Ibn Masarra cannot be proven-~or disproven: It
is simply "possible.' We have tried to limit the following
sketch tﬁ what is not only possible, but also probable, as
having some ground in the sources--although the sources them-
selves (as on the date of his travels in the Qrient) are often
doubtful or contradictory.

The most important sources for the life of Ibn Masarra
are al-KhushanI (repeated by Ibn c%dh?r?), Ibn al—Para@T, 4
and Ibn al-Abbar. Of them, al-Khushani (d. 371/981) is the
oldest, and the only one to have had a personal acquaintance
with Ibn Masarra and his contemporaries; a sympathetic and
knowledgeable observer, he is remarkable (in this notice and
in the rest of his works) for the distance he openly takes
from the '"taqlid" of theé more conservative Malikite fuqgaha®',
Ibn al-FaraqT (d. 403/1012) is the next-oldest source Che includes
in his biecgraphy of Ibn Masarra a comment by al-~Khiishan¥, whose
books and oral testimony he frequently cites elsewhere as well),
and by far the most extensive one; Although very obviously
marked by the strong reaction against Ibn Masarra's writings
which intervened shortly after his death (ef. Section V) and which
makes some of the reports concerning him rather unreliable,
the objectivity and relative fairness of Ibn al-ParaqT's
accounts (he does mention nine followers of Ibn Masarra's ''school"
and a number of others suspected of "Mu®tazilism') is all the
more surprising in view of his eraj; or it may be that the period
of the greatest intolerance and hostility toward such "heresies'

had already passed, since this brok was completed in the last



13,

decade of his life, Ibn al-Abbar (d. 658/1260), while relatively
late, is based mainly on a lost MKitabifI:akhbar Ibn Masarra

amn

T~

wa A§95bihi" (whyfﬂé}doesﬂﬁf;speak of Ibn Masarra himself is P
unknown), and is our only source for, among other things,

éleven personal disciples of Ibn Masarra and several éther

later followers., To these three majdrrsoureeaig&ghtabéiadded-ﬁgw
vily:econditiogally, though,; as:theycappear .hased more od know-
ledge either of writtem works or of later followers=~-the short
comments of Ibn Hazm ('Risala...’) and §Ecid, and the strongly

prejudiced notice in al-Humaydi, with its repetitors.

Ibh Masarra was born in Cordoba in the year 268 (383),

the son of an important religious scholar who belonged to the
intellectual elite of the time. The boy's education, *while
in part following traditional! (mainly legal) lines--we have
the evidence of his teachers' names, the report that he
transmitted hadIth (al-Humaydi), and the visit to the Maliki i
fagih in al-Khushani--almost certainly, to judge from his father's
biography, involved exposure to the different strands of
"Mu®tazilite' speculation, whether in discussions within the

home, or among the works in the family library.20 Those books,

according to Ibn al-Faradi, were left to the still young Ibn
Masarra (14 or 15 at the oldest--another hint that he was
already a pre&ocious student) by his father at the time of the

latter's second voyage to Mecca, where he died in 286,

20Go1dziher's remsrk (p. 68) that "I%tizal"” was in Spain at
that time a 'wague, generic term" for all independent theological
speculation is relevant here. Most of ouwr sources down to (and
partly including) Ibn Iazm seem to show little apprécidtion for
the differences and nuances among non-'"orthodox' theological
doctrines--often referring only to suspect opinions on 'qadar''--

)
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Conflicting evidence concerning quite different times

unfortunately renders uncertain all attempts at dating or
otherwisé ordering the gvéntsmef his later lifej the only
hypothe#ds reconciling all accounts is that“of two separate
journey5531 According to Ibn al?FaraQI (with al-Khushani
probably agreeings-see #21), Ibn Masarra, not yet thirty,
traveled to the Orient-~or "fled)' as one later (and dubious)
story would have it--and studied there for some time (mest likely
several years) with certain "MuStazilite® theologians: "ahl

al-jadal wa ashab al-kalam wa al-MuStazila," in the words of

» .
-

so that the doctrines to which Ibn Masarra had access as a youth
may have included more esoteric or more philosophical writings than
those of the "Mu®tazilite dialecticians as we understand that

term today.

2l7pe - evidefice_is as follows:

a)Ibn al- Farad1 himself has !'...and he_departed for the
East in the latter days of the Amir *Abd Allah," who died in
300 (912), (The dubious account of Ibn Masarra's "flight" by
one "Ibn Maslama" follows--see #22 below,) ‘

b)Ibn al-Abbar, #8, has Ibn Masarra traveling to the Orient
and making the Hajj for three consecutive years--from 311 to 313--
in the company of at least four 'disciples® ('tashab'); it is not
for:.certain that he returned to Spain immediatelv after the latter
date, but that seems likely.

¢)al-Khusbani (d 371) personally recounts an incident in
which he as a youth in Qayrawan met the "young' Ibn Masarra (the
0old fagih--who died 317--several times adresses him as "yX shﬁbb"),
at that time still unknown to him or anyone else present, and was
obvicusly impressed by his precociousness, his learning, and
his interest in figh: Generally not the sort of things one would
expect said of a scholarly ascetic in his forties accompanied
by several disciples. al-Khushani, moreover, emigrated to Spain
in 311-312 (See Ben Cheneb's introduction to his work, vol. II, p.xv),
most likely as an adult, as he corrected the orientation of the
gibla in Ceuta along hls way to Cordoba,

In sum, to postulate only one journey (either in 311 or '"before
300) requires deny1ng and rendering improbable information given
in several places in independent sources., The performance of the
p11gr1mage a second time would at any rate net have been unique,
as it is recorded both for his father and a latet suspected
follower of his ''schooll! #1364, even among the few notices we have
selected, In light of the intellectual attractions of the East,
it should not be necessary to postulate 'persecutiony either.
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an enemy.zz Upon his "Yreturn"™ (if there was such an early "rihla")--
at any rate, at a fairly young age--his ascetic way of life and

his outstanding eloquence (characteristics which are granted him

22p) Although we_have direct tgstimony only to Ibn Masarra's
having been in QayrawZ3n.(®l=«Khushani) and Mecca and Medina (Ibn
al-Abbir), the above mention of the Mu%azila is a good indication
that he also studied in the intellectual centers of al-“Ir3q:
Basra, Baghdad, and Kufa, A probable itinerary--and a list of
at least some of the individuals with whom he most likely studied--
could be constructed on the basis of the numerous accounts in
Ibn al-Faradi,

In particular, it is quite possible (even probable in a
case such as Ibn al- ASr3bi-isee #18 above) that he studied with
some of the very famous mystics 1iving in the East at that time,
inciuding al-Junayd, al-Nahrajliri, disciples of Dhfi al-Niin, M. b.
ST1im "al-Tustari' (pupil of Sahl al-Tustari), etc. :The agreement
of certain of their doctrines with fragmentary hints of Ibn _
Masarra's teaching (cf. #30 below on Massignon's article "SZlimiya,"
EIl), along with their inclusiop together in .the laterrAndalusian
mystical tradition (Ibn al-Arabi) are indications in that direction,
Nothing is said one way or another in the sources, apart from the
similarity observed in certain of Ibn Masarra's ascetic practices
(constant examination and purification of conscience and act) to
those of Dhi# al-NTn and al-Nahrajiri. (Ibn al-Faradi, #1202)

Dozy's hypothesis of Ibn Masarra's having been trained as
the "seeret agent' of FZtimid or ShI“ite propaganda,in a political
sense, at this time has absolutely ng proof, and appears to -
rest mainly on the much later "bAtini" epithet in $3%id (or ail-Qifti).
"BAtinism' in the sense of often elaborate symbolic interpretatiomns
of Scripture, etc. was of course not_confined to subversive
groups, =2nd in Spain at Ibn al-Paradi's time (or earlier) the
term "tatwil' appears to have been applied to anvone who at-
tempted a rationalist, non-liters! interpretation of certain
doctrinally--important passages (''sirdt," "mIz3n," etc.). While one
might suspect that Ibn Masarra's "interpretations' were closer
to the mystical ones of later Siifi's than to the straightforward
theological ones of the "Mu®tazilites" (in our sense), the question
remains oben. (See Sections IV and V.)

B)The testimony in Ibn al-Faradi (#1202) of a clear enemy
of Ibn Masarra; one "Ibn Maslama' (outlined in orange, Appendix, D.
xv), must be used with extreme caution, as liable both to ana-
chronisms and deliberate misrepresentations: The party ("fidga') which
he represents, to use al-Khushani's term in the same article,
is that of al-Nub3ahi's "inquisitors! whose views obviously influenced
as well: the noticeé in al-Humaydl (and his followers), which
represents Ibn Masarra in similarly biased terms.

In particular, 1) whether or not Ibn Masarra was "suspected
of unbelief' before making the Hajj (at either date), there is
no indication at all anywhere else that he '"fled" ("kharaja
farran") Cordoba for this or any other reasom--although the motives
for lafer representing (or simply perceiving) his actions in
that light should be clear. While the "sahifa' reportedly written
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by friend and enemy alike23), presumably motivated by and
expressing some distinctive new teaching, began to win-him

a certain personal following, including respected men (some
even older than himself) from as far away as Toledo. Sbme of
these close companipns, at some stage, he began to initiate 7. -~
into the study of his ”docfrines? involving esoteric inter-
pretation (Mt&'wil," etc,) of the Qurfan and the study of a
number of books (we have the titles of at least three--see
Section IV) which he himself was composing. Completely unknown,

however, are even the rough dates at which he began this writing

against him by the gadi "al-Habbab'(d.322) may well be evidence

of hostility in certain circles at an early date (the actual

time of writing is unknown), there is no indication éven in

later events (sece Section V) that '"repression' in Cordcba ever
reached the point of physical injiury or any other threat sufficient
to provoke a "fllght"--excent of course for participants in
political plots.

2) The story that Ibn al-A°rabi and Ahmad b. M.
""al-Tustari' "radda€ala'" Ibn Masarra (not necessarily in writing,
as some have assumed) -should not be taken to preclude his having
studied with either Ibn al-ASrabI or Muhammad b. SZlim "al-Tustariy
as a) the incidents referred to here, judging from the dates
of this youngest "al-Tustari' (Ahmad--d, 350), most likely
occurred after Ibn Masarra's death (319) and thus b) quite likely
dealt with oral represéntations of .his views by Cordobans either
enemies or ignorant of their full meaning, in which cases one
could freely reply (for self-protection or other reasons) in
terms that could be understood (or forgiven) by those initiated
into the more esoteric aspects of such a position. Note that
severnl later adherents of Ibn Masarra's '"s€hool' (#'s 1329 and
1364) are still mentioned as studying with Ibn al=ASrabi shortly
before his death (ca. 341).

23

article, and al-Humaydi), the virtuous ('ascetic”) 1life and

its preaching were pretense designed to deceive the credulous

among the masses; actually, the similar style of existence led

by his direct disciples (see Ibn al-AbbAr) and some later followers
(see Ibn Hazm and Section V below), the anecdote recounted by

al- Khushanl and the more widespreead presence of such ascetics

in Anda1u51a at the time (Asin, pp. 185-191) are all indications
that his activities were sincere--although, especially if
coinciding with his return from the East, or with the move out

of Cordoba, they may well have marked a con,lderable change

For the enemies, of course (as "Ibn Maslama' in Ibn al-Faradi's
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and teaching, and moved--perhaps in part to avoid opbpsition
already developing in:the city--to the "hermitagg" ("muta®abbad")
in the mountain range near Cordoba,from which he was to acquire
his nickname "al-Jabali,"24 at any rate, he - is foqﬁd-in.thatwh
mountain retreat, writing and teaching among numerous disciples,
after his return from the long journey to the Bast (311-313%)
which he had made in the company of at least four early foliowers.?S
And it was there on the mountain, presumably, that he diéé!(of
unidentified, but natural causes) in 319 (931),ulitt1e;mo;e
than fifty years (A.H.) of age.

The fate of the eleven pérsonal "companions'' mentioned
in Ibn al-Abbar (not all of whom were necessarily with Ibn

at his death) is unknown; their names appear in no other Ssource,

from the sort of life he had previously led there, One can only
speculate, though, as to what readings or personal encounters
could have accounted for any dramatic '‘eenversion' in his behavior,
if such actually did occur,

The eloquence of Ibn Masarra and his remarkable perstuasive
powers--both personally,_and in his writings--are also strongly
emphasized by al-Khushani, al-Humaydi, and Ibn Hazm ('RisFla...™),

24The mention of the "hermitage' is in Ibn al-Abbar, #113,
At the time of the poem recorded in al-Humaydi (the only extant
fragment of his writing, apart from titles, incidentally), inviting
an AbT Bakr al-Lu'lu'i to visit him on a rainy day, Ibn Masarra
was obviously still residing in Cordobaj but this poem could
also be very early. (For al-Lu'lu'i as a teacher of M, b, Yabqga
b. Zarb, who later~-350--burned some copies of Ibn Masarra's
books_and authored a refutation of his doctrines, see Ibn al-
Faradi, #1361, and al-Nub3hi,) The ipnteresting story in Ibn
al-Abbar, #339 (repeated by al-Maaqari), of Ibn Masarra's building
a residence on his motintain resembling in its dimensions a room
once inhabited by the Prophet which he had visited in Medina,
does not of itself indicate that he had not already lived on
the mountain even prior to making the Hajj.

Rgually uncertain is the role (and date) of opposition

or "persecution within the city in possibly causing either
the trip(s) to the Orient or the removal to the mountain. Ibn
al-Faradi mentions that the important qadi "al-Habbab' (246-322)
wrote a "sahifa'" in reply to Ibn Masarra, But although the
date of that work was probably during the latter's lifetime (d.319),
there is no reason to assume a priori that it was evidence of
such persecution as later developed (see Section V), or that
the reaction was serious enough to nrrovoke a "flight",
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and the followers of his "school™ found in Ibn al-FaragT and

Ibn Hazm belong to later generations.26 It is possible, though,
that their very obscurity (three--#'s 529, 562, 2468--are'from
Toledo and possibly newly converted), and the general stress

on their moral and ascetic virtues rather tham their knowledge
of figh and traditioéns, may point to an untold steéry, one |
which perhaps surfaces, for a moment, in:Ibn-Hazm's: account of
the strange community of "Maéarr?ya” surrounddng al-Ru® ayni--

a story in which Ibn Masarra's name Qas associated‘not SO

much with the speculations and subtle arguments of the urban
religious and social elite (those de§cribed in Ibn alsFaradi), as
with a practical example and religious way of life effective~

among broader--or at any rate, more d1verse~-struta of the

population,

25Ibn al-Abbar is very specific (#8) about these dates:
Ibn Masarra performed the Hajj three times (in the company of
at least one other disciple, for certain), from 311 to 313; and
another disciple who traveled with him (#339—-presumably on the
same journey) recounts in the first person a story taking place
in Medina (see footnote #24 above). These are all indications
that even if Ibn al-FaradY is correct in his earlier date--and he
quite possibly is, as explained in #21 above--cne must also
take seriously the possibility of a second, later pilgrimage,

26‘ee also Section V below, One likely exception in Ibn
al=-Paradi is #897, a man living near Granada who died in 325 or
326 and "corresponded with Ibn Masarra' (at an unknown date); he had
studied in Cordoba with a man who is among Ibn Masarra's teachers
(M. b. Wadd#ah), so they were most likely personally vauaxnted
A few of the ofherq mentioned by Ibn al-Faradi could have been
adults by Ibn Masarra's later years, but there is no 1nd1cat1on
that they actually knew him personally or 2as,students,



19.

IV, Works and Doctrines

It is not our purpose in this section to criticize
Asin's conclusions on this subject, or to attempt a new re-
construétion based on essentially thie same sources--both of
which tasks could only be undertaken by someone with an ecually
wide background in early Islamic intellectital history., But a
closer look at the scattered original sources, the ''mezquinas
fuentes' (p.113) on which Asin sought to construct his
"theological doctrine of Ibn Masarra'(pp.89-113), might
'legitimately lead one to question the central importance wihich
he attributed in this case to that '"pseudo-Empedoclean doctrine'
he had earlier (but from other snurces) so capably constructed
and analyzed, It might thereby suggest as well some altérmnative
topics for investigation in this connection,

Only three titles of works by Ibn Masarra are known to have

survived: Kitab al-Tabsira (Ibn al-Abbar, #113), Kitab al-Huruf

(Ibn al-‘Araﬁf), and Tawpid al-Muginin (Ibn al-Mar'a); summary

references to at least part of the contents of the respective

works are also included in the Jlatter two cases. Less importantly,
hadTth ascribed to Ibn Masarra are mentioned by al-Tha®alibi and
and the anonymous author of al-fulal. In-addition to the above
direct traces we have only a few most imbortant remarks on his
teaching (and his followers) in Ibn al-Faradi, a paragraph (and

a poem of his) in al-Humaydi, some remarkable (if problematic)

passages in Ibn Hazm, and the famous sentence in §Z°id.27 Also,

27§Ecid,‘of course, was copied by al-Qifti and IAU; Ibn
al-Baradi (in part), also by al-Qifti. The various "réfutations"
of Ibn Masarra (five or mare were written, although some quite
short), whiech are listed in Section V, would undoubtedly be
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to the degree that proper understanding (i.e., in terms of

the author's full intentions) of an esoteric text, especially

one dealing with spiritual "states}' may depend on participation

in a particular oral and practical tradition--and this would
definitely appear to be the case with at least some of Ibn
Masérra's writingszg--it should be kept in mind that Ibn al-Mar's
and Ibn a1-<ArabT, although later, appear to have had considerably
more access to (and sympathy for) such a tradition of study

than either Ibn Hazm or §3 Sid.

Ibn al-Faradi (d. 403/1012) is our earliest source for
the views of Ibn Masarra, the closest to his actual teachings,

and most imprrtantly, the only one to offer a comprehensive

appraisal of his activity; even if part of it is given by an

enemy, that account--judging from its agreement with our other
sources~--would appear to contain a considerable amount of truth,
First, the influence of Ibn Masarra's father and of his association,
during his stav in the orient, with the "masters of kalam and

the Mu®tazila' would seem to be sunported-~although it may not

be the whole story, by any means--by the judgments of Ibn

lfazm (see below), who generally seems to treat of Ibn Masarra

of help, if any fragments had survived, (None has yet been
discovered.) =EBqually interesting would be the book "f1 akhbir
Ibn Masarra wa ash@bihi" mentioned by Ibn al-AbbIr, #8,

28pesides Ibn al-SArabi's estimation quoted above (p. 5),
we have the very titles of the works and the strong criticisms
of their "excesses' of esoteric interpretation by enemies in
in Ibn al-Faradi (#1202), al-Humaydi, and elsewhere., The s$t6ry in
Tbn al-Abbar (#113) of Ibn Masarra's anger with a student who had
made an unauthorized copy of bhis Kitab al-Tabgira may also be
indicative of an understandable concern wirth limiting the
availability of his teachings to those who might not have correctly
comprehended (or anpreciated) their symbolic import.
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in the context of "™MuStazilite" opinions.éﬁ "gadax," etc.29 The
following remark in Ibn al-FaradY about his positions on
"'istigz‘a" and the "wa®Id%-familiar themes of theological
disputation--would also support such a view, But Ibn Masarra
clearly was not entirely of that party (not, at least, in the
stricter doctrinal sense it has for us today), as the next
statement about his "ta'wil' of the Qur'an partty indicates, For
the few hints that we have concerning his procedures of ”intef~
pretation' and symbolization in Ibn al-‘AraBI, al-Humaydi, and
Ibn al-Mar'a--especially when combined with the concluding
reference itere to his practical, ethical-"ascetic' stress on

the purification of act and conscience '"in the manner of /the
famous mystics/ Dhu al-Nun.and d4l-Nahrajuri'--arpear to point
to a very different tradition, that of "Sufiya" (although the
term was not yet current), and to derive from influences = .~

which have still not been fully investigated.30 It is primarily

29(See alsc notes #20 and #22 above.) Several ‘hypotheses:
could be proposed in explanation of the varying estimations of
Ibn Masarra's works presently available to us. It may well De
either that the context and audience of those works changed
during his 1life (e.g., under the influence of his Eastern studies),
or--more lihkely in view of our evidence-~-that his writings
received different interprctations according to the interests
of diflorent milieus: The story in Ibn Hazm of the break between
al-Ru®ayni and certain other ”Masarrjya" (who were apparently Ibn
Hazm's 1nformwnt° concerning their doctrines) might support :such
a thesis. For members of the urban intellectual and social elite
(e.g., Ibn aT-Faradl s #834), 'Ibn Hazm inc¢iuded; the reading of
Ibn Masarra's works might 1nvolve very different interests (e.g.,
philosophical speculation) and committments than those prevailing
in a more practically or "mystically' oriented group.

30asin does deal with Dhi¥ al-Niin (d, 245) and al-Nahrajﬁr?
(d, 330), especially pp. 195- 203 ("Apéndice 5™), but his greatest
empha31s--a, determined by $a%id's remark on Empedoc1es and
al-Q1ft1 s additions--obviously lies with Ibn Masarra's
(hypothetical) "speculative cosmology." Perhaps thrown off the

track by the '"refutations' which Ibn al- Faradl mentions by
several other Eastern "mystics™ (Cf. #22- above), he doées not
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the still largely unproven role of Ibn Masarra in effecting
the peculiar synthesis of these two inflluences, the specﬁ-
létive-theological and the mystical-ascetic, characteristic
of later Andalusian §Efism.which has accounted for his interest
to modern historians: Both aspects of his thought and activity
are exhibited, in quite different degrees, by our remdining
sources.31

.The first writer after Ibn al-Faradi to relate Ibn Masarra
to what is clearly a “Sufi" movement--he is the first to use:
the words 'tariqa' and Ysufiya' in this connection--is al-

HumaydT (d. 488/1095).32 Although his work is,relatively late,

very seriously investigate the possibilities of influence in
ti:is area.

But compare, for example, Massignon's article (EIl) on
the "SHlimiya,' "a sthool of dogmatic theologlans with mystic
tendencies which was formed among the Maliki Sunnis in Basra
in the iiifd and ivth centuries"¥ Here we have combined both
the precise milieu which all sources point to as having
especially influenced Ibn Masarra (and other Andalusians
of his time), and the still indéterminate "mystic-theological'
mixture whichh hnas just been shgown characteristic of Ibn
Masarra's work! To the "Salimiya'" Massignon also traceés--in
another phrase full of possible 1mp11cat1ons for th1s study-- ]
"many of the monist formulae' of "the semi-Ism2%i1T school of :
Andalusian mystics of the sixth century,” including Ibn al- SArabi.

.31This is another indication that--as implied in #30 just
above--the historical problem Ibn Masarra represents might be
stated meore accurately not so much as one of synthesis (although
that surely enters in), as of a change of emphasis or focus
within a tradition in which "mystic' and ''theological' elements
had not yet been clearly differentiated., (The preceding applies
primarily to doctrine; which of course was not without its
practical side; but any sociological influence of Ibn Masarra's
"school" on the social ‘ofganization of later tariqas remains
largely conjectural at this point.)

32(in Ibn al ~-Faradi himself, of course, there is al- Khushani's
remark that ''one party goes So far as to con51der him an imam
in knowledge and asceticism.'" But both this statement and the
more indarect evidence in Ibn Hazm--see below--may be liable
to anachronistic misinterpretation.)
al- Humayd? like the Ibn Maslama quoted in Ibn al Faradi,
is obviously an enemy of Ibn Masarra (or at least reflects the
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he seems to refer to this tradition of interpretation as a
1oﬂg-established one, and describes Ibn Mésarra's works in
terms--""tadqiq fi ghawamid¢ 'isharat al-sufiya'--that strongly
evoke the fragmentary references to them in“Ibn al-“%Arabi. The

short passage from the Tawhid al-Muqinin preserved id a°

manuscript by Ibn al-Mar'a (d.611/1214), who was the ¥shaykh"
of Ibn Sab®*In and aucﬂmmentatorsonalbn?af%ﬁﬁf?f, witnesses to
a continuous "§EfT” tradition of study of Ibn Masarra's work
in the interval between al-Humaydi and Ibn alfﬁrabf. Yet although
the full context of this vision of the infinity (and paradoxically,
unity) of the divine attributes is not given, the very topic
does appear to point to origins of Ibn Masarra's thinking in
early '"Mu®tazilite' discussions in = way that is moremreminiscent
of the evaluations given by §Z€id and Ibn Hazm,33 |

In Ibn al-®ArabT (d. 638/1240), on the other hand, we are
clearly dealing with those '"isharat al-gufiya' cited by al-Humaydi:
It is difficult, in analyzing these two longer passages from
the Futubaj, to decide how much is due to Ibn Masarra--whether
simply the basic images of the '"bayt'" and the identifications

of the '"Bearers of the Throneg~or'also the elaborate interpretations

~built up around those figures--and how much to the workings of

of ficial Maliki opposition of his time--see Section V), and
especially opposed to his method of '"taw®1if fT al-ma®*3Eni''--
although the sense in which those "interpretations'' were
understood may have changed somewhat during the century between
his notice and the biography in Ibn al-Faran. (Those copying
al-Humaydi's discussion do not appear to have changed it much: See
Section V, notes #64 and #65 below,)

33In particular, this argument (not available to Asin)
seems extremely close to the one attributed by SE€id ‘to '
"Empedocles'--and ih-Istam, to the early MuStazilite AbT
Hudhay] al-€A11%f (d. 226 or 235)--concerning the unity
("tawhid") of the divine attributes in God. (Passages in
Ibn Hazm, however, seem to conflict with this: See #412below.)
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Ibn al-®ArabT's imagination.3? Clearly the general subjects

of those‘passages, at any rate, the "Throne'" and the nature

of the divine Unity ("tawp?d"), were important 6nes in ‘Ibn

Masarra's works, to judge from their recurrence in Ibn al-Mar'a,

$5Cid, and Ibn Hazm. Finally, although we have no reference

to specific works and doctrines mdchwiiter than:Ibn al-%Arabi

(Ibn al-Abbar died omly twenty years after), there is the

hadith reported by al-Tha®a1ibI (873/1468) and attributed to

Ibn Masarra, according to which God on Judgment Day will call

forth the "ascetics' ('"zahidin") and allow them to intercede in

behalf of sinners who had favored tiiem in the earlder 1life, BEven

if apocryphal (and the intercession of "saints' is of ccurse

a familiar $ufi theme), this saying would’at least’ appear:

to testify to the continued existence of a tradition in which

Ibn Masarra (and his works?) enjoved resnect and veneration.35
Apért from the references to later followers of #the:

"school' ("madhhab') of Ibn Masarra in Ibn al-Faradi, Ibn

Bashkuwal, and Ibn al-Abbar--reports which unfortunately do not

34MP have given the chapters in full (Appendix, pp. xii-xiii),
so that the more informed reader can try teo judge.

If one does not care to accept Asin's attempts at dis-
covering an '""Empedoclean' corollary for every aspect of the
images evoked bv Ibn al-cﬂrqt1 neither is it necessary to
accept Arnaldez?® scept:ca1 crediting of almoSt all of these
sections to Ibn al-SirabI. ('"Ibn Masarra," EIz) Even if
Ibn Masarra's works contained only the symbETTc images,
certain of his students would undoubtedly have been concerned
to pass on his oral teaching concerning the real meaning of
those '"hints,"

35Espe01a11y noteworthy in this regard is the reference
in al- Rhushann, our earliest source, Wthh is almost surely
authentic, There the old Maliki Faq1h of Qayrawdn, having
listened to only a few words from the young ("%hibb") Ibn
Masarra, is so moved as to reply that his '"'state of knowledge7
is llke that of those in the tombs.” The theme of such
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tell us at all what that allegiance might have involved36._.1bn
Hazm (d. 456/1064) is our second-oldest and, as far as details

of doctrine are concerned, our richest source., There are a

"knowledge of the beyond} we have been reminded, is also a
familiar Suf1 one.

As for the other had1th mentioned in al=-Pulal (= Appendix,
p.iv), concerning the covenant supposedly made by the Prophet
with the Jews, there is no way of telling what its original
context or intentlon may have been, if it was authentic--which
cannot be arbitrarily ruled out. al—Humaydl writing after
the time (495/1101) of this incident, does include a report
that Ibn Masarra did transmit hadith (presumably apart from
those included in his more suspicious works.

36(See Section V and Appendix, pp. xix-xxi; ix; xiv,) These
men, who extend from contemporaries of Ibn Masarra to one of
Ibn Hazm's own informants (Hakam b, Mundhir, d. 420 = Ibn Bashkuwal,
#3325 are described in such terms as to make any strict doctrinal
or soc1olog1ca1 “"school” rather dubious: Often these men--most
of them religious scholars--are merely said to have ‘been
"ascribed to' or "suspected of'" belonging to that '"'school¥y in
certain cases (as with the Hakam noted above) the connection
is not even mentioned, but only obtained through remarks in a
different source. nspec1ally in view of these biographers'
(presumed) ignorance of the works of Ibn Masarra, oneé might
doubt whether the term generally extended much bevond a certain
acquaintance with his works, ‘perhaps in relation to the holding
of "MuStazilite™ opinions on freedom of the will, etc. (Cf. #37
below on Ibn Hazm, and Ibn al- barad1 s mentions--#'s 834, 339--of
"kaldm," 'magzar,' and "i®tizAl1'" in reference to men also connected
with Ibn Masarra's ‘''school.'")

In particular, there is no indication--as Goldziher had
suggested~--that the man "famous for his belief in the school
of Ibn Masarra'" (Ibn al- Parad1 #1359), and who publicly prayed
toward the rising of the sun (”tasbrlq"), was carry1ng out a
"belief' or practice common to that ''school;'" this is the only
mention of $uch a habit among'thé'reléVant‘biégraphiés;?whereas
the practice itself is ascribed to others with dates prior to
Ibn Masarra, including the man who,according to al-Maqqari (I, 255),
”1ntroduced astronomy in Anﬂa1u51a.” (His biography from Ibn
al- Faradl #1418, is given in the Appendix, back of page =xx,)

This is not to deny that such a Dractlce might have come
to be connected--whether personally, or for a larger ‘groub--with
some of the views expressed bv Ibn Masarra. But such .a case
would point once more to a variety of religious and intellectual
influences at work in Cordcba at the time, not all of them
ascribable to a single man,
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number of indications, however, that Ibn Hazm--whether beCausé

of his own dogmatic interests and leanings or, perhaps more
likely, through the orientation given the study of Ibn Masarra's
teaching in the circles familiar to him37--tended misleadingly

to assimilate that doctrine to more standard Mu‘tazilite |
positions: Certainly Ibn Masarfa is brought up in that connection
in all three passages where he is mentioned in the PFagl, 'In

the same places, moreover, Ibn Hazm also tells of. a group'hef

calls the "Masarriya'38 and certain remarkable doctrines

37(see also #36 above on the vagueness of Ibn al- Farad1 s
references.) It is not really clear how close an acquaintance
Ibn Hazm actually had with the works of Ibn Masarra: He mentions
having examined them only on two pcints (A-3 and A-4‘below),
while in most places he debends on the reparts of acnualntances
who seem to have heen, if not Mu€tazilites in any strlct sense,
at least defenders of certain of their doctrines, (DBoth the
father and a brother of the ""Hakam b. Mundhir' quoted several
t1meu here were suspected of "i®tiz3l.'" For the father, Mundhir b,
Sa ¢id al=BallUti--who was chief qad1 of Cordoba before his death
in 355--see Section V, # 57-B below.) Where he does’ actually
state Ibn Masarra's views, moreover, the presentation is rather
doubtful, and seems to confllct with S&8%id and Ibn al-Mar'a.

(Cf, the analyses and notes for A-1/T%1m"7 below, and Asin,
p. 101.)

Some of the discrepancies between Ibn Hazm and our other
sources may have been diie to reliance either on different works
or on different approaches (possibly even "grad1t1ons") for their
study, The circle represented by al-Rufayni (See #38 below), for
example, may have offered interpretations (possibly dating bach
~ to Ibn Masarra himself, via oral transmission) not available to
those relying solely on literarv sources, or who had not been
"initiated into their esoteric meaning. There are references
in both $3%id and Ibn Hazm, in addition to the later Sufa$-
already d:scussed that seerm to acknowledge the ex1stence O
some such tr1d1t1nn, notab]y $&*id's epithet "al-BT 1n1 "

Ibn Ha m'° mention of "manSarafa batin 'umur1h1m,” and al—
Ru®ayni's reply '"to the rest of the ‘Masarriya' who left him:
"Innakum lan tafhamGSn al-shaykh"! (Pagl, IV, 199.)

38(59@ also Section V, and #37 above,) Ibn Hazm is the
only source to use this term (which he may have co1ned) and
he generally seems to apply it in a different, much Stricter
sense that do the other biographers in their vague references
to a '"madhhab" of Ibn Masarra (#36 above); indeed, none of
the members of this group whom Ibn [Jazm mentions (w1th the
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propounded by their "imam," IsmacT1 al-Rucaan, who seems to
have claimed for at least some of his views the authority of
Ibn Masarra's writings--although certaincmembers of thé group
denied the justice of fhobeﬂeiaimsi“jWithout going to the
extreme of tracing at each point a correlation (or development)
between the (hypothetical) '"doctrine' of Ibn Masarra and the

theses ascribed to al-RuSaynT,3°

one may legitimately suppose
at least a partial~-if not always definable--relation. Fér
thaf reason we have outlined here both A) positions that
Ibn Pazm, whether from the reports of others or from.his own
reading, mentions as having possibly been those of Ibn Masarra,
and B) those arguments attributed to.al-Ru‘aynT without ény
explicit mention of Ibn Masarra, but which nevertheless may
have been connected to him in some way,
A, Opimions directly attributed to Ibn Masarra:

1)511&: Most of Ibn Hazm's discussion of Ibn Masarra deals
with his views on this standard theological question of the

nature of divine '"knowledge': Whether.it is eternal or created,

"separate' or "with'" God, and extending to all the particulars

po)slblo exception of Hakam, whose relation to the group is
uncertain) appears in 5ny other biographical source, In fact,
it seems that the group itself was largelv unknown even to the
scholars of Ibn Hazm's time, ta judge from tha '"apology' he
gives for mentioning them (1IV, 200).

vhile it may be an nnachronlsm to 1nterDret this circle
too strictly as a SUf7 ”tar1qa” with al=Ru€ayni as its (self-
proclaimed?) leader, it does arpear to have been 1) devoted
especially to the study of Ibn Masarra's works (he is called
""al-shaykh'"), and to have been a 2) geographically centered,
3)socially unified "brotherhood,'" stressing 4) the 4ascetic
and ethical virtues emphasized in Ibn Masarra's life, etcié~-in
general, to have exhibited enough of the sociological characteristics
of later organizations to well deserve the historical importance
that Asin gives it, even if the actual paths of influence are
not now known,

39(As in Asin, pp. 125-139.) Such a procedure tends to
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of this world or not. In both of the passages concerned,

Ibn Masarra‘QSﬁintrédUQedniﬂ-acdiscuﬁs&én¢o£%MuFtazixftewviéWS,
appargntly ‘as holding opinions close to, if not identical with
their position. But in both these cases~-judging from the
rather different arguments about the divine attributes found

in Ibn al-Mar'a and Sa“id--there is strong reason:to doubt

the accuracy of Ibn Hazm's presentation, which was apparently

based on second-hand reports: "sami®

na dhalik m%man jalasnahu -
minhum, 140 ///
a) Ibn Masarra (and several others) supposedly said
that "God's knowledge is other than God, and a temporal
creation,'1l Tiis statement is elaborated (?) in the second and
later passage.(Db).
b) In the context of an arpument with the Mu®tazila,

Ibn Hazm remarks that Ibn Masarra "agrees with fheAMugtazila‘on

gadar' (See.A-2 below) and that "hé used to say that God's MwowWdss

obscure the independent importance of al-Ru®aynT and other
possible sources of the fascinating theses atttibuted to him,
arguments which cannot but call up apparently parallel move-
ments in the medieval (and modern) Christian West. Asin's
discussions (pp, 125-139) are informative in this regard,

but do not begin to exhaust the interest of the problem which
al—RuCayni poses, particularly in regard to more popular
beliefs or aspirations to which he may have aprealed,

40Fa§1, IT, 128 (= 'a' below). Whether tle informant here
referred to was even someone really knowledgeable about Ibn
Masarra's works-~-such as the Hakam b. Mundbhir whom Ibn Hazm
cites elsewhere--is difficult to sav: The pronominal reference
is extremely vague, It is also unclear whether Ibn Hazm used
this same source for his more detailed exposition of Ibn Masarra's
argument at IV, 198 (= 'b' below),

4111, 128-129, There is not here (contra Asin, p. 102,
#1 and #3) anv elaboration of the simple statement credited to
Ibn Masdrra (and Jahm b, Safw®n, Hish3m b. al-Iakam, ahd "a
The detailed ''scholastic reasonings' on page 129 are speci
attributed only to Jahm,

Note that Abu Hudhayl al-<A113f, mentioned by $3a%id in

his article on "Empedocles'" as having maintained the identity

?bibuhum?).
tically
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and hi§ power ('"gadratuhu'") are two temporal creations, and
that God has two knowledges: one which was created all at once,
which is the knowledge of the Book and of the invisible ("al-ghayb"),
such as his knowledge that there will be unbelievers and believers...
etc.; the second is the knowledge of particulars, which is the
knowledge of particulars, which is the knowledge of vision
("shahada'), of Zayd's infidelity, v S8 falth,‘..942

2) gadar: In commenting on the above passage--which he began
by noting that Ibn Masarra "agrees with the Mutfazila on*gadar' "--

Ibn Hazm goes on to say that Ibn Masarra's internretation of

the Qur'anic verse offered in supnort of his views was in reality

of the attributes (in God)--a position presumably close to Ibn
Masarra's and agreeing with the qrFument% preserved by Ibn
al-Mar'a from his TawhId al-MainIn (Cf. p.23, #33 above)--is

. here treated in c1m1]ar terms, but sharply dlstlngu1shed from
Ibn Masarra. al-¢11if and hl% followers, accarﬂlng to Ibn [lazm,
said that "God's knowledge is eternal, and is God," d1ffer1ng
from Ibn Masarra, apparently, on Both points. See #42 below for
more of the difficulties involved in accepting as accurate Ibn
Hazm's accounts of Ibn Masarra's doctrine,

4214 may be presumed that 'a' above is simply a generalized
statement of 'b'_, Even so, any attempt to reconcile these two
accounts with the different evidenée in $i®id and Ibn al-Mar'a--
especially Ibn Hazm's memtion of the separate nature of God's
knowledge--would appear difficult, if one takes Ibn Hazm's
description as entirely accurate.

towever distorted (for reasons already discussed) his
presentation of Ibn Masarra may be, however, one most likely
cannot entirely dismiss it, 1In particular, two points probably
are correct: 1) The problem itseif, how God can know particulars
(with is corollary, how men, even Prophets, can 'know' God)--a
problem posed for men of Tho "three faiths' ever since revelation's
encounter with "Aristotelean' cosmology. And 2) the attempt
at solving this problem by the (more or less open or disguised)
postulation of two sorts of '"knowledge,' with a very vague and
general kind appropriate to God, and a more familiar sort for
the various mediating agencies--perhaps the '"Throne' here (See
A-4 below)--and. for man.. Accepting these aspects of Ibn Hazm's
presentation, one could imagine the unity of divine attributes
(including '"knowledge™ and ”power") in the (uncreated) Divinity--
the features of Ibn Masarra's doctrine mentioned by both S ©id and
Ibn al-Mar'a--as including the first sort of knowledge mentioned
by Ibn Hazm ("41m al-ghayb"), and the second, mediate sort
subsumed under it in an unknown fashion.
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only the logical conclusion of Mu‘tazilite principles,43 which
had sought to permit both God's eternally pre~ex1stent
knowledge and human freedom and responsibility., The broad
meaning of this '"agreement ‘on-gadar" can thus be takén, most
generally, to lie in a stress on the free, morally responsible
nature of human- acts, a view which would fully accord with
what we know from other sources (Ibn al-Fara@T, $§cid) offIbn
Masarra's "ascetic,' gnostic emphasis on the gradual purification
of the soul. It would be dangerous, though, to extend this
"agreement' too closely to any particular Mu€tazilite argument
or doctrinal formula, as any relatively sophisticated defense
of free will anpears to have drawn suspicions (and often- the
1abel) of "i%tiza1l,n44 |

Other indications of a more likely source and context for
Ibn Masarra's views on these (and-other) topics than the often
verbal, ''scholastic' reasonings of the dogmatic theologians are
given in Ibn Hazm's exbosition of certain pther arguments--principally
those on the '"Day of Resurrection" and the possibility of one's
acquiring (by his own efforts) "prophetic'" or saintly powéers,
both questions turn1ng on the nature of the soul--which are quite

possibly derived from the teaching of Ibn Masarra, Both of these

43IV 199 (at the top): "Innama bamluhu €ala hadha al=-gawl
tarduhu 1i-'usTl al-MuStazila hagqgan. ™

44¢cf, #36 atove and Section V below, The reference (Pasi,
IV, 80) to Hakam b, Mundhir's belonging to the '"madhhab o
Ibn Masarra in gadar” is another indication that the word
”madhhab”--wh1ch is here, at least, ased in Jdpposition to.the
"Maoarrlya"--may only refer to the most general "opinion' in
favor of free will, and not to a '"school™ with organized 'doctrines."
Hakam, as already noted (See # 37 above), seems to have been
more definitely and closely associated with Mu®tazilism, judging
the accounts of his father and a brother.
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positions are among the "seven theses™ propounded by alqRq‘aynT,
and condemned by others among the "Masarrf}a;" but in both cases
the position was openly tracéd-back to:Ibn 'Magarra and supported-- 
although inaccurately in one case (A-4), according. to Ibn Hazm--
with "many phrases" from his works.

3) iktisab al-nubﬁwa: Many of al-Ryfayni‘'s companions,

says Ibn Hazm, reported his having said that ‘*‘he who -reaches
the most extreme righteousness (ﬂ§é15§“) and purity of soﬁl
shall attain prophethbod," and'they backed that argument with
"many expressions' from Ibn Masarra's bookS. Havinglpersqnally
examined those references, Ibn Hazm reports his agreement with
their judgment in the strongest possible hewe il terms.45 1t
may wmmdf be that al—RutaynT--who apparently cousidered himself
to have reached such an advanced state of consciousness--could
have gone well beyond Ibn Masarra's own understanding of that
condition, esnpecially in such details as are reported concerning
his comprehending the speech of birds ("mantiq al-tayr') and
predicting future events. Just such excesses, understandably,
could well have prompted the reluctance of certain 'Masarriya"
to locate this thesis,” of at least-al-Rufayni's interpretation
of it, in Ibn Masarra's works,
(doubtful) 4) al-SArsh: al-Ru€ayni also maintained '"that God was too

exalted to be described as doing anything,' and that '"the

45IV 189: "Hiya /The references in Ibn Masarra's books7/

la%amri latushTr i1% dhZElik." Note that Ibn Hazm uses eqgually
strong language in dlsagree1ng with the passages supposedly
proving Ibn Masarra's stress on the "Throne' as an expression
for the real ruler of this world (= A-4 below), a point which
raises serious doubts as to the prnprlety of taklng this
statement as part of Ibn Masarra‘'s doctrine in too strict a
sense, (But ~cf. the passage on the "Bearers of the Throne" in
Ibn al- Arab1 Rutuhat I, 147- 149 = Aopendix, p, xii,)

- Ibn Hazm s positive Judgment here (A-3) in the matter of
Ibn Masarra's views on the "acquisition' of prophethood--or




32.

Throne ZE Qurtanic expressiog7 was fhe ruler ("mudabbir®) of
the world," and he personally supported these views with
quotations from Ibn Masarra (whom he called, significantly,
"al-shaykh"), But Iba [azm, again after personal examination
of the books in question, this time announces his strong
disagreeﬁent, and adds that he is supported in that judgment

by al-Rufayni's son-in-law and grandson. This vigorous denial
might make one wary of assuming a too detailed correlation be-
tween Ibn Masarra and Ibn al-SArabi.-(not to mention "Empedocles"),
based solely on the role of the symbolic "Throne' in their
respective cosmological systems--although al-RuQaynT's equally
strong insistence on his interpretation would indicate that
that symbol did play an important, if s$till indeterminate, reole

in Ibn Masarra's writing.

v - - . * - 4
B, Cpinions explicitly attributed only to al—Rucaynlz 6

( probable) 1)The soul and '"resurrection': al-RuaynI, Ibn Hazm reports,

maintained that "the bodies are never resurrected, but only

the s»nirits," and moreover, that the. ''fesurrection''really is only
the survival of the spirit at the moment of death, at which

time it ‘teceives its just reward or punishment.,., This theory--
abvparently considered heretical on both pbints—~is also ascribed

to al-RuaynT in another, longer passage (IV, 80), Although

at least of powers beyond the normal human ‘condition--is probably
supported by the ''gnostic'' arguments on the soul anc¢ the "hereafter"
which $T%d credits to Pythagoras and Empedocles (henéé té Ibn
Masarra), as well as by al-Ru ayni's opinions on that subject (B-1).
See the relevant discussions below.

46The points are listed in their -6rder of anpearance in the
Fasl-IV, 199-200. It is not clear that they are necessarily
all the "agw#l sab®a' whose declaration by al-Rufayni (whether
all at once or_over a period of time) led to the splintering
of the "Masarriya," according to Ibn HJazm's account.
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not liﬁked explicitly to Ibn Masarra here, such a-conééﬁtion
would certainly combine well with the (originally Alégéndgian
and gnostic) view of the Sonl-and:the:hefgafter géﬁcﬁibed by §E‘id'in
reférence to "Pvthagorasﬁ and "Empedécles," with the con;eyxion

of the soul implicit in the notion of the "vauisition!of‘

prophecy” or sainthood (=A-3 above), and with the !ascetic”

emphasis on the purification of the soul noted in Ibn al-Faragi--the
latter beingia:tradition-apparently:cordtinued by al-Ru®aynT,

to judge.by Ibn Hazm's high estimation of his persondl character

and religious behavior.

(possible) 2) Eternity of the world: al-Ru‘aynT’s denial of any final
disappearance ('"end'") of the world is taken by Ibn Hazm in
conjunction with the above (B-1) argument against any actual
"final' day of resurrecticon and Judgment, and quite possibly
would have accompanied such a view in Ibn Masarrals éystem.

Ibn Hazm does not mention any denial of the '"creation" of the
world (which he might have found inconceivable), although Ibn
Masarra could certainly have interpreted that phrase as well
in a symbolic or philosophical fashion.

3) The "Throne:" This voint, directly attributed to Ibn
Masérfa;has alréady—beeﬁ.discussed-(above,rA—4); as mentioned
there, its possible mystic or coesmological significance remains
uncertain,

4) Acquisition of "prophethood:' This very important point
is also attributed to Ibn Masarra, probably with considerable
justice (See A-3 above)., The extremities to’which-al?Ruﬁﬁan
apparen§lywto@k;au_dtS'appLicétionﬂésome»of which are detailed

below--cannot, however, all be credited to Ibn Masarra.
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There is no evidence directly conneéting Ibn Masarra
with the following #rgumentsw=exeept:perhaps for his spiritual
leadership of his original disciples, which evidently fell
short of the "Imamate" claimed by al-Ru€ayni.47 Most probably
it was just these latter new practical demands that mostt-’
directly %ted tJ that sSplit in the '"Masarriya' which Ibn
Hazm records; it may-equally wetl be, astyith-the reactions- i~ -
to similar modern movements, that enemies and disaffected:
followers lie behind some of the more extreme positions attributed
to al-Ru®ayni here. Whether these propositions are true or
enly rumors, though, the verv fact of theif existence and
circulation at this time and place--reminiscent as they
unavoidably are of later movements in medieval and Reformation
Europe--is-significant; one would like to know more about other
nossible rrecedents and influences (particularly on the popular
level, as these do not appear to have been purely doctrinal
questions, and must have appealed to nre-existent conceptions)
that could have led to this strange phenomenon.

5) Imamate: al-Rufayni was for his group (those, that is,
who remained after he announced these opinions) an "imam",
exacting obedience and--more strikingly--the payment of the

religiously obligatory "zakat!"(alms-tax) to himself,

47This is not out of any concern to save Ibn Masarra's
religious ''reputation;' it is just that al-Ru€ayni's movement
here appears so distinetly different sociologically from what
we know of Ibn Masarra's later group of "‘companions! The emphasis
here appears not so much on the spiritual training and orientation
of a few (male) discinles, but on the total life of a whole
community of families, aprarently seen as cCo-extensive with the
"true" religious way, etc. -

al-Khushani's remark in Ibn al-Faradi, #1202, that certain
people "went to the extreme of the imamate in science and asceticism!
ifn their estimate of Ibn Masarra obviously applies to the situation
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6) "Communismt' All land, goods, and wealth--from whatever

4 .

prres

source théy mighf be acquired--were to be possessed in common,
Ibn Hazm is “certdin' of al-RuCayni's having maintained this poirt,
asfweligaswthe preceding one on the Imamate,

7) “Bxclusivity:" Corresponding to the absolute brother-

hood within the COmmuﬁity centered around alﬂRu‘aynT.was‘fhe
belief that all outsiders (whatever their formal.religion; it
seems) were '"infidels!* Thus supposedly;gand Ibn Hazm appears
to have his doubts about this testimony-~both the lives and
the wealth of all those unvelievers were ”permitted",to“the
members of al-Rufayni's group. |

8) ”nikiﬁ»mut‘a:” Apparently derived from the absolute

communism of the community, or possibly from the abrogation of
previously binding religious laws, was the practice of what
was Pperceived as some kind of sexual libertinism: It is not
clear whether the term is used in the more legal sense of

a temporary contractual marriage (for purposes of sexual
enjoyment only) or as a looser, general equivalent of 'free
love''--at any rate it was clearly shocking and onprobrious,
Again on this peoint, however, Ibn Hazm appbears sceptical,
following it with a revetition of his own impression of
al-Rufayni's exemplary charancter, and closing his notice with
words on the obscurity of the group which ampear to indicate
that the community (if it ever actually functioned on the principles

laid down here) did not survive for very long.48

some time after his death, perhaps indicating a group like the
"Masarriya” or simply reporting the personal opinions of scattered
later followers. But this is a very different matter than the
temporal, "political' authority personally claimed by al-RuCayni--
an action which might have had other preCedents elsewhere.

48Ibn Hazm is our only source for this story, and it is
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sad (d. 462/1070), in his notice concerning the pseudo-
Empedocles, mentions only that Ibn Masarra ("al-Batini") 'Was
very attached to his philosophy andipersevering in its study."
This is apparently the only knowledgeable statement of this
connection-~and the judgment, most likely based on a simpie
literary acquaintance with the works, thus could well be an
anachronism<zso that one might easily compile a long list of
sceptical reasons for distrusting any detailed "reconstruction"
of Ibn Masarra's "doctrine' on the basis of fragments of this
Empedocles surviving elsewhere.4? vYet there is every reason
to believe that much of $aid's description of that philosophy,
within the context of this article, is indeed applicable to
Ibn Masarra's writings--chiefly because what is said here’
agrees so well with the fragmentary evidence from our other
primary sources. First, the highly allusive and difficult
symbolism ("rumuz'") of this Empedocles' writings which is
stressed in the immediately preceding sentence, for example,

is a characteristic of Ibn Masarra's work noted by almost

difficult to construct any chronology from his account, aside
from bis definitely having once seen (presumably as a young

man ) the older al-Ru€ayni in the Andalusian town of Pechina,
(uee Section V, #63 below.)

49¢f, the Appendix on $&id, 11—Q1ft1, and IAU, as well
as Section I and #4 above. Nelther al-Q1ft1 nor IAU appears
to have had any knowledge of this relation outside ta1s passage,
thereby reducing the problem to a consideration of aa id.

Writing some 150 years after Ibn Masarra, S& €id does not
seem to demonstrate a very extensiveknowledge either of "Empedocles"
or of Ibn Masarra, If the judgment exnressed is his own, then,
or at least based on a recent (perscnal?) comparison of their
writings-~and there is certainly no reason to assume otherw1se,
as other mentions of this "Empedocles! in Spain date from Sa id's
time or later--one could c0nd1t10na11y consider the deccuracy of
the material given in context (as is done above) as descriptive
of certain aspects of Ibn Masarra's writings, without nécessarily
agreeing with the otherwise unsunported historical hypothesis ‘about
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all of “the other sources,”® And the following 1onger'a:gument,
too, concerning the unity of the divine attributes, is amazingly

similar to that from the Tathd al-Muginin preserved by Ibn

al-Mar'a,51 F1na11y, and most importantly, there is the -
supposedly heret1ca1 position concerning the nature of the
afterlife ("al-ma®ad’™) and the:-sou], which S3<id elaborates

in the next section on "Protagoras,"52 whose gnostic doc¢trines

Ibn Masarra's great interest in "Empedocles'' philosophy.

Even if S&%id's statement were historically true, though,
it would still not at all imply that Ibn Masarra's thought
was uniquely influenced by the philosophy of this pseudo-
Empedocles: The frilure to pursue fully other equally possible
sources, such as those indicated above (#30, and Sections II and
I111), is the real defect of Asin's work; this area remains to
be investigated.

50The epithet 'fal- Bit1n1," applied to Ibn Masarra for the
first time here, may refer primarily to that esoterlc aspect
of his writing and teaching, or--and in this $Z%id could have
beenn influenced by Ibn Hazm, who was among his teachers--it may
have been meant more h011t1C711y, perhaps because of the association
with al-Ru®ayni's group. Certainly the "Bat1n1ya”/"Bat1n1"
Darallellsm between these two sentences is an indication of one
of S3fid's maior reasons for mentlonlng Ibn Masarra here.

" Note also that al- Q1ft1 in examining certain "Empedoclean"
writings, reports that he found "nothing' of these alleged
characteristics (including the heretical views on the after-life),
another indication of the problem surrounding S3%id's sources
and references in this article. (€@f,#49 above.)

51(cf. the longer discussions in notes #41 and #42 above.)
The disparity between the nosition set forth by Itn Tlazm in the
Fasl (IV, 198; TII, 128-129) and theése two very similar arguments
(S7%d - and Ibn al-Mar' a) may be another indication that Ibn Hazm's
sources were second-hand, (Note that he also diffe rentlate%
Ibn Masarra's view from that of ail-SA113f, while SZ°id would
appear--at least implic¢itly--to connect the two positions,)’ .

52This extremely important cross-reference was apparently
overlooked by Asin--perhaps because he was using al-Qifti, where
it is missing, .Although he did clearly recognize the (originally
Alexandrian) similarities of these two mythical "sages' and
their great importance in Isltamic mysticism and "illuminationist'
philosophy (pp. 11-14, etc), he could only postulate an actual
influence on Ibn Masarra in this area--and through him, possibly,
on later Andalusian $Ufism (based on the hints in Ibn Hazm and
others which are examined above), This contextual reference,
though, offers something much closer to historical proof concerning
the broad outlines of Ibn Masarra's views on the soul and its
survival after death.
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on the life to come,] he¢ noted, "are almost the same as
Bmpedocles',' in that | » 4

", ..Above the physical world there is a .
luminous spiritual one, whose beauty and splendor _ i
the mind (''€aql®) cannot comprehend, The ‘'~ %
sinless, unblemished ("zakiya") soul yearns - ' e
for it, and every man who purifies himself i;
through liberation from vanity, pride, hypoerisy,’ '%
envy, and all the other bodily desires may o
become worthy of entering that spiritual world,

and of knowing what he wishes of the essences
("jawZhir') of divine wisdom. At that moment
there will come to him things delighting the

soul, sent--like melodies reaching the ear--

effortlessly and without search.,"

There is no need to point out the relevance of this passage

for comprehending the practices of observatiorn and purification
of conscience and act mentioned in Ibn al-Faradi, or the views
on the welfare and survival of the soul cited by Ibn Hazm--and
beyvond those instances, but perhaps in part through the in-
fluence of Ibn Masarra's works and teaching, SO many

subsequent mystics of al-Andalus and the Maghrib.
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V. Reactions and Influences

If the influence of Ibn Masarra's teaching, (ike ‘the. . :-.:
teaching itself),is largely a matter of conjecture, a certain
amount of fragmentary information, most of it already touched
upon in previous sections, has come down to us concerning
some students of his writings and the sometimes violent
reaction which--whether due to the doctrines or possibly to
the actions of their students--seems to have followed soon
after his death, Five or more works written in 'refutation"”
of Ibn Masarra's doctrines, at least one of them probably
composed in Cordotra during his lifetime, are recrrded in
various sources, and al-Nubahi has preserved for us the
account of at least one case of stronger public action: The
burning of his books, in front of the grand mosque of Cordoba,
in the year 350 (961)--perhaps a precedent-sefting everit in
Spanish history,

The authors of these "refutations"--nothing else, apart
from a title or two, has survived in any of the cases--and our
sources for these references are listed here according to
their approximate dates of death; all of them, interestingly
enough, were written within less than a centurv of Ibn Masarra's

death, and most (all of _the certain. ones) were composed in

Cordoba.
" Author: = Source of Reference:
al-Habbab (323/934) Ibn al-Faradl, #1202
--"sahifa™
334 <Ibn a1-aSrabi (341/952) Ibn al-Faradi, #1202

--0orally?

both mystics
53 In the first two of these doubtful cases, as already
noted (#22-B above), it is not clear that the ''reply' was written
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#337-_Ahmad b, M. b, SElim "al-TustarI" Ibn al-Paradl, #1202
--orally? (350/960) ‘o '
at»ZubaydT (379/988) - 7o~ Ibn"Ehallikan
--Hatk Sutlir al-Mulhidin
537--Ibn AbT Zayd (386/996) - _ . SE2G--See Appendix, iif,
--al-Radd ©al® Ibn Masayra al-Mariq
M. b, Yabga_b. Zarb (381/991) al-Nubahi (and Ibn
-=-""'sapifa" al-Faradi, #1361)
Ibn Abyad (¢4 400/1010) al-Suyupl. .~
al-Talamanqi (429/1038) Ms.--See Appendix, iii,

-~ a)-Radd alf Thn Masacva

* * *

Independent theological sneculation, perhabs even all
intellectual interest in religious topics outside the bounds
of M3liki  "fiqgh}' seems to have been popularly viewed with
considerable distrust in Cordoba even before Ibn Masarra's
time: We have already noted that his father was suspected of
concealing "Mu€tazilite" views on "gadap¥:&imilar.-to those
of his notorious friend "Khalil al-Ghafla'" (Ibn al-PFaradi, #650),
Yet as this case and others indicate, a wide variety of in-
tellectual influences--doctrines and works mixing scientific,
philosophic, gnostic,-and other opiniens, and perhaps united
only in the common necessity of a less than literal interpretation

of the Qur'5h54i-were being carried back from the Orient and

(53, cont,) . _ ) )
down, or even if it 'was, that it was sincere, or directed to

the same points as the criticisms by the others--apparently all
of them MAlikI faqThs, The case of "Ibn AbI Zayd'" is uncertain,
as Sezgin gives no source for this information, and the reference
to "fragments' is fallacious. (See Appendix, p. iii.)

Since the other five certain replies were apparently all
written in Cordoba, and the three "uncertain' ones all originated
from men at least partly concerned with fiqh who were frequented
(in Mecca and Qayrawan) by numérous pilgrims from Spaih, these
writings need not testify to the 'spread" of Ibn Masarra's works_
in the East--something for which we have no evidence, ag al-Q;ft}
and IAU only copy the notices of $3a%id and Ibn al-Faragi--but quite
possibly only to the information and questioning of pilgrims,

x
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discussed among members of the religious (hence intellectual

and social) elite of Cofdoba, at that time $till-the:paramount
(and growing) intellectual center of Muslim Spain.ss' It would
therefore be dangerous and misleading, in such a situation,

to speak of any "inquisition' of of 'heretical" views, at-

least in the more familiar usages of those terms. Less

popul#r, "heterodox'" views seem to have drawn down a semi-official
reaction, as in the case of "Khalil al-Ghafla," only when

they were openly taught and professed, an act which ray have

involved social and political repercussions unknown to us,3%

54The earlier. biographers, whether from lack of sorhisti-
cation or from personal cwut:on, refer only most generally to
"kaldm,'" 'azary'' or most commonly "i“tizil." (With al-KhushanT,
espeC1a11y, there are indications of considerable personal
interest in these new topits, and disdain towards the conservative
attitude of the larger body of fugah3TI'; cf. also his comment
in Ibn al-Faradi, #1202.,)

The later works of Ibn Hazm and $37 ¢id, of course, mark. .
another stage, and are written in new, dlfferent genres,

551bn a1-FaradI has many names of aspiring religious scholars
who have emigrated to Cordoba from other parts of Spain and
North Africa--as al-Khushani, from Qayraw3n,

At this time the 1at9r familiar differentiation (and conflict)
between a more cosmopolitan, 'free-thinking' intellectual .court
circle protected by the tuler and the separate and in some ways
more stable religious-legal hierarchy cannnt yet be discerned,

The partial €andd "arsurprising) coincidence of religicus and

social elites is evidenced by the common roles of religicus
scholars in the governing '"bureaucracy' (not £imply as judges),
the recurrence of family names (as with al-Balllti, below # 57-B),
and in details of the education of future calinhs (cf, Ibn
Khallik3n on al-Zubayr) and mention of the scholarly status

of other members of the Omayyad family, (As Ibn al- Faradl #834,

= Appendix, p. xxi,)

56The story of this notorious Mu®tazilite-~based on Ibn
al-Faradi, #417--has been stressed by Goldziher (67=68), Asin
(181-182), and Lévi-Provengal (H,E,M., III, 482), but the
comblex qoc1a1 and political d1men51ons of such behaV1or as
the burning of his books and later of Ibn Masarra's are ndt
very clearly understood. Did such events involve attempts
by certain figures (as M. b, Yabqd b. Zarb) to gain (or retain)
the favor of the (Dresumably) more anthropomorphic or literalist
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And ;even ‘then, we are tpld of men whose (apparently unpunished)
deviations went so far as'openly praying toward the risigg of
the sun ("tashr?ﬁ") rather than the official gibla, and of
a'well-known MuCtazilite--father of severjl mem later associated
with Ibn Masarra's '"school'--who apparently served iﬁ’thef
highest office of chief qadi (until his death in 355) during
the same period as the mosf open attacks on the followeérs of
Tbn Masarra.>’/ At any rate, in no place is there any record
of 'repression' in the form of actual physical violence: Social
(and financial?) sanctinns appear to have sufficed,

Ibn Masarra's teaching seems to have drawn opposition
even within his lifetime, to judge by the pamphlet ("sahifa'")
reportedly written against him by the qadi "al-Habbab" (d.323).
The other information in Ibn al-Faradi, however--as ‘it is given
by an enemy=-may well be misleading,.(Cf. #22-B above.) There
is no other mention of his trip(s) to the East as a '"flight,"
and no evidence at all that he removed to his hermitage on the
mountain outside Cordoba to avoid "persecution' or other

threats: That sort of exemplary ascetic life (whether after

common. body of religious men, '"libertine' or immoral behavior

on the part of the '"guilty'" parties, popular resentment of more
privileged classes, etc.? Whatever the factors, these early
cases do not-appear to have involved openly political conflicts,
turning on religious slogans, such as are so familiar in medieval
history. 1In particular, their is no evidence to link the
unsuccesstful plot (368/979) aga1nst the Omayyad caliph involving
one of the sons of the (former) qadi al-Ballwti (below, #57-B)
with the doctrines or school cf Ibn Ma,arra, simply because
three 6f his brothers (see Ibn Bashkuw3l and Ibn al-Abbar, p, ix
in Appendix) were associated with those doctrines; on the
contrary, they were apparently not punisheéd in any way (all

died after 400), whereas the rebel was crucified in the same
year#*®(See Levi-Provencal, H.E.M.-1I, p. 211, #2)) °

STA) The practice of ”tashr1qy as discussed above (#36)
was introduced before Ibn Masarra's time--possibly in con1 ctlon

/"
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direct Christian models 1is unknown) is aiso recorded fér other
contempor#ries as well.58

What actually happened to Ibn Masarra's 'school" in the
century following his death--the period.during which all the
other known "refutations” of his doctrines were written--is
hard to establish, especially since our sources, which concentrate
on Cordoba and those outstanding among its religious scholars,
may have given us a misleading or one-sided impression, particularly
by ignoring any less purely literary counterparts in other areas
of Andalusia that might ha?e preceded (or resembled) al-Ru€ayni's
group.59 The picture that does emerge from these sources,(mainly.
Ibn al-Faradi), however, emphasizes the 'doctrinal'' aspect
of the study of his works--variously perceived by their enemies
as heretical ('"al-Mariq') or even atheistic (!'al-Mulhid!)=-among
a fairly sizeable and socially diverse number of Conrdoban
scholars, As already noted, however, that study was not

exclusive, and anpears to have been commonly associated with

with "illuminationist' philosophical doctrines--by one of the
first astronomers in Muslim bpaln. (See Appendix, back of p. xx.)
B) Mundhir b. $Z%id al-Ballfti: Three of his sons and a
nephew are related to the study of Ibn Masarra's works (and those
of other Mu€tazilites) by references in Ibn Hazm, Ibn al-Abbar,
and Ibn BashkuwX¥l. A close contemporary of ibn Masarra (273/836-
355/9¢6), he visited the Orient in 308, and later corresponded
with Mu®tazilite masters. (Cf. Asin, pp. 183=184.)
38See Asin, pp. 185-189 for references to eighteen sych
ascetics gathered (with two exceptions) from Ibn al-Paradi. We
have added another, #1220 = Appendix, p. xxii.

59As mentioned above (pp. 17-18), none of the ''companions'
of Ibn al-AbbAr listed from an earlier bLook on that subject
appear in Ibn al-Faradi, although most were from Cordoba or
had moved there (from Toledo) and survived for many years,
This "anonymity' may indicate a certain geographical dispersion or,
more 11ke1y, a broader socxal influence than the elite interest
recorded in Ibn al- Farqd1--p0551b1y among the sort of men for
whom Ibn Masarra soon came to be an "imam} in the words of al-Khushan}
reported by Ibn a]-Faradl #1202,
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the ‘investigation of other suspect theological works.%0 It
may even be that Ibn Masarra's tiame wa§ applied as amethert
label for these various "hefetical" tendencies; certainly it
cannot be proven that this #'"school™ was a coherent group.or sect
publicly identifying itself with Ibn Masarra as its '"shaykh,"
along the lines of later Sufi tarigas and the '"Masarriya'"”
described by Ibn Hazm. Most probably, to judge by the evidence
in Ibn al-Faradi, there existed a whole range of relations,:
from those who openly propagandized his ideas and avéwed their
belief (#'s 1329 and 1359) to others, probably more ﬁuméfous,
who only possessed a passing-acquaintance (or agreement) with
his works.61 Whatever the actual case, despite considerable
disrepute and open obposition among more traditional Malikite
circles, the study of Ibn Masarra's works evidently survived
unchecked the humiliating ceremony (reported by al-Nubahi) of
fhé_public burning of certain copies, in the presence of their

owners, in the year 350/961: The guilty individuals--and a

607 vague, almost 1nterchangeah1e senses of "kalim,"
'nazar," and "i“tiz¥1" in Ibn al-Faradi's accounts of ”susoect”
doc{r1nes are probably a fairly accurate reflection of the more
common perceptions (or prejudices) of the time. Other develop-
ments in the East almost certainly continued to make themselves
felt as well, The fact that five of the eight_followers of
Ibn Masarra's school mentioned in Ibn al-Faradi also traveled to
thie Bast is another indication of this continued curicsity, and
of influences broader than any exclusive devotion to the works
or '"doctrines' of Ibn Masarra,

611t could always be, of course, that Ibn al-Faradl ex-
cluded anbne too c]o%ely asspciated w1th Ibn Masarra's name (cf.
note #59 above), since most of the men he lists are only
"suspected’ of belief in his "school'" and since he lists only one

among those whose books (by Ibn Masarra) were burnt in the incident
of 350 (see below)., The citation of two men who were open adherents

to his schoel, though, is an argument against this hypothesis,
Also unknown are any social and political pressures that
could have permitted certain individuals (e.g., of powerful
families) a larger degree of intellectual freedom. Some idea
of adverse pressures (with economic implications) may be given
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number of other suspected adherents--were not physically,
harmed, and seem to have continued their activities, sihce
some of the other refutations must have been composed after
that date, 62
The "Masarriya' mentioned by Ibn Hazm also belong to a
later period (ca. 400/10007), and alfhough'apparently located
at one time around the town of Pechina, there is no evidence
that they were "refugees'" from Cordoba, whether from Ypersecution'
or even from the general political‘disturbances of the declining

Ommayad caliphate.63 As already suggested, this group may well

in a notice of Ibn -al~ Fara§1 (#1364 = Appendix, p. xxi):showing
how the hadlth transmitted by a man suspected of alleglance to
Ibn Masarra's- "school”--althouqh he stfongly protested against
that allegation, and had the appearance of fine character--fell
into disrepute, so.that students were warned against using his
name in their chains of authorities. In addition to the danger
to one's social stdétus and self-esteem, such an accusatioen could
also have affected the livelihoods or those without 1ndependent
occupations or income,

62(cf. the dates of the authors of refutations listed above,
pp. 39-40, and Appendix, p. ii.) Although possibly a precedent,
this event (the book-burning) could hardly be called an "inquisition™
on the basis of evidence now available to us. -
For the survival of works--most likely even in Cordoba-—
there is the testimony of Ibn IHazm and all the later .writers
in Section IV and below. As for the survival of the followers, _
not only did almost all of the individuals listed in Ibn al-Faradi
(~ Anpendix, pp. xix-xx1i) =-including at least one actual participant
in the episode--live long beyond that date, but there is even
the notice that the young faqlh who had 1nst1gated this incident
and authored a pamphlet against Ibn Masarra! S views, M.b. Yabqz
b. Zarb (317-381), later (376), as chief gIdi of Cordoba, 1led
the prayer at the funeral of a man suspected of belonging to
Ibn Masarra's school (#437))

. 63The dates here are only approm:mate, as we have no evidence

concerning these "Mwsarrlya" apart from Ibn Hazm's reports that

he once saw this Isma“I1 b.“Abd A113Fh dl-RuQaynl in the town

of Pechina, although he never was personally acqualnted with him,
and was impressed by his moral and religious virtuesj; Ibn Hazm

(b, 383) was apparently at least an adult at that t1Me (i. é.,
after 400), which--from the way he contrasts his impressions

of ~Ru‘ayn1 s charecter with the extreme doctrines attributed
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have been a relatively independent movement, with very different
orientations, more socially cohesive and--és fhe very name,
the doctrinal discussions of his works, and thé titular use of
a]l-shaykh! may indicate-;more closely and exclusively devoted
to the study and example of Ibn Masarra's teaching., 'In particular,
al-Ru‘aynT clearly embodied that ''ascetic'" emphasis én a pure
and virtuous life which, while notable in the accounts of "Ibn
Masarra and those of his immediate disciples in Ibn al;AbﬁZr,
seems to be missing in the lives of the followers de$¢ribéd
by Ibn al-Faradi. At any rate, judging from the late date and
from Ibn Hazm's remarks on their obscurity at the time of his
writing, it can be doubted whether this .particular group”and
all the heretical €éand perhaps partly imaginary) doctrines
ascribed to it could possibly be censidered the cause of the
original opposition to Ibn Masarra; in fact, by Ibn Hazm's
time we hear no more of any strongly hostile public feeling.
And indeed, although the same themes of negative reactiOanirst

sounded in Ibn al-Faradi--'MuStazilism" and excesses in the

to him=--may have begp already after the split in the Masarriya
‘caused by al-Ru®ayni's assertion of his imamate, etc. The meeting
must also have been some time before 420, which was the death

date of Hakam b. Mundhir (Ibn Bashkuwal #332 = Appendix, xiv),

who had reported certain information concerning al-Rufayni (IV, 80).
Hakam was at least 65 when he died (his father died in 355, and
another-~younger?--brother lived to 436), and it is probably

safe to assume that he was no older than al-?u‘aynl- altnongh

it is not stated that he was an actual pupil or companion nf

the latter, such an assumption would not conflict with the data
that al-Ru€ayni had an adult grandson at the time of Ibn Hazm's
writing.

Of the other members of al-Ru€ayni's family and his
d15c1p1es--1nc1ud1ng a highlv-educated daughter, a doctor
son-in-law, and the grandson just mentioned--we know noth1ng
outside Ibn Hazm's statements. Nor do we know whethex
al-Ru®ayni was originally from Pechina, how long he and his
group stayed tnere, what their relations were with other stiudents
of Ibn Masarra's works such as Hakam, ete.
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symbolic interpretation of the gur'Eh--are repeated here ( and
shortly afterwards in §3cid and al-Humaydi), the climate of
opinion had already changed to such a degree that men whom
Ibn Hazm obviously respects could openly éXamine-Ibn Masarra's '+
works and quote them favorably,: apparently.without fear’ of .
retribution. |

By what channels it was, however, that Ibn Masarra's
books passed on down to Ibn al-Mar'a and Ibn ai#ﬁrab?, and
what losses or more importantly, what accretions of interbretation
occurred along the way, is unfortunately still unknown; for
with the end of public opposition coincided--so far as we
are inforﬁed--the end of a specific 'school" surroundingAm
his writings. Our only evidence, during that period of more

€id and a short, antagonistic

than a century, is the article of Sa
notice in al-Humaydi (488/1095), repeated by Ibn Khaqgan (529/1134)
and al-QabbT (599/1203); moreover, the extent to which those

later repétitions reflect any external knowledge is rather
doubtful.®4 vet judging from the few hints in §E‘idrand the

new terms used by al-Humaydi (”?arfqa min al-zuhd wa al—cibida,"
"sufiya'), one might guess that in the unknown process by

- which Ibn Masarra's works (amnd quite possibly unwritten teachings

or influences as well) became part of the later Andalusian

mystical tradition, a significant, if unrecorded, role must

64110 hhaqan s rhymed-prose version is even more vicious
than al- Humayd1 s original, which might indicate that he had
access, at least, to a trad1t10n hostile to Ibn Masarra's writings,
or to the act1v1t1es and interpretations of which they had become
a part; al-Dabbl however, repeats al- Humaydl almost verbatim.
( Ibn Khagin “also omits the word ”suf1ya,” but whether ihtentionally,
or simply to fit the rhyme, is§ unclear.)
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have been played by followers of al-Ru®aynT or men 1ike him.

As for Ibn Masarra's direct influence--or even his m@mbry--gﬁggp;'
the notices of Ibn al-ArabI and Ibn al-Abbar (658/1260), even |
less is known. Perhaps there can be found, in the féw-words

of al-Tha®31ibT (873/1468) and al-MaqqarI-(1041/16335; a few

late traces of his continued study.and veneration within ;hat

SUfI tradition to which Ibn 21-%ArabT belonged®S

6SFor each of the authors discussed in this note, see the
passages in question in the Appendix,

. The two aforementioned references are, specifically, the
hadlth (dlscussed above, p, 24) on the intercession of the
‘f1Iz8hidIn" reported by al-Tha®dlibl (although the compiler himself
~may not have known who Ibn Masarra was) and the apparently
gqualifying sentence which al-Maqqarl adds to the hostile appraisal
he had borrowed from Ibn Khig3n: '"And he was of a kind of
SGfism...Y concluding "wa A11ZEh bi-'amrihim a€lam." (The two
other passages: mentioning Ibn Masarra that al-Maggari quotes--
from Ibn Hazm's "RisZla...' and Ibn al-Abbar, #839--need fiot
have involved any regl knowledge of Ibn Masarra, who was: almost
surely not al-Maqgari's primary interest in including either of them.)

Our reasons fgor doubting any knowledge external to their
sources in al-Qifti and IAU have been discussed above, nd are
analyzed in ‘detail in the A“pendjx. Ibn Khallikan’ onlyaﬁent1on%
Ibn Masarra very indirectly, in an article on al-Zubayr (one
of his critics); the specific reference and the title are-
taken from an unknown source, probab]y Andalusian, al- Suyut1 s
' (911/1505) mention of a critic is even more incidental.

" Whether the authors of the remaining three later soutces--
all Andalusian--had any personal knowledge of Ibn Masarra or his
works external to their sources is uncertain, but possible; in
all three cases, however, the focus of interest is on another
person or issue. Ibn AdhZri (713 /1317+) c nden¢es out most
of the 11v1ng, personal content of al-Khushanzi' utOrY, patticularly
the old faq1h's remarkable reply; but_this could be simply
out of an interest mainly in this faq1h and not due to any
prejudice against Ibn Masarra. The reference in al=fjulal is
very distant, but its anonymous author was 1pparent1y rom
Grenada, and a contemporary of al-Nubahi (792%/1392%), whose
two references to the famous byrning of Ibn’ Masarra's books
by M. b, YabgqZ b, Zarb might indicate at least some knowledge
of the reasons ﬂEX tliey were burnt: al-Nubah1 was_a rather strict
Malikite faqih, and a strong enemy of Ibn al-Khatib.
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Selected: Bibliography:

The following is by no means a complete list of all the
works consulted or utilized in this study. It includes only
(I)secondary works which, at the date of their publication,
have contributed something new to our knowledge of Ibn Masarra.
and his "school,"™ and (II) those original sources (almost all
of them published) which contain explicit reference to Ibn
Masarra; Those . passages have been excerpted, and form the second
half of the paperyj the appropriate page numbers in either Sezgin
or Brockelmann are usually cited under each of the authors listed
there, along with notes and cross-references for some of the
names which appear in those excerpts. Where, as 'is often the
case, a number of editions or reprints now exist, we have cited
whenever available the same sources utilized in the work of
Asin-Palacios, after checking the newer editions to make certain
that they did not contain any additionhal relevant material; we
have also noted translations in European languages, for the benefit
of those without Arabic.

The system of transliteration used here and throughout the
paper is basically that of the Library of Congress, w1th the
exception of a few traditional names ("Ibn Abi Usaybi®a") and the
indication of.™t&' marbflta,'" when not in construct, by a final

"~a" rather than "-ah': "Ibn Masarra," "ris#la,™ etc.
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Dozy, Reinhart P.A. Histoire des Musulmans d'Espagne jusqu'a 1la
conquéte de 1'Andalousie par les Almoravides (711-1110),
revised edition with notes by E, Lévi-Provencal (Leyden, 1932);
first edition published in 1861,




50,
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Mahdi des Almohades,.(Alger, 1903),
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II. Primary Sources

Arabic names have generally been given in full, for those who
may care to consult indices, following Brockelmann (BR) or Sezgin
(SEZG); certain abbreviations have also been adopted from those
works ("b.'" = Ibn, '"M.'" = Muhammad, "A."™ = Ahmad, "a.'' = Ab{) and
"Kitdb"™ has been dropped where it is the first word of a title.
Common variants of names and titles have also been indicated, especially
where they differ from those given by Brockelmann, Sezgin, or the
Harvard Library (HUL) catalogue. Death-dates (A.D.) are given afterrneS
Anonymous--died after 1398, al-Hulal al-Mawshiyg fT Dhikr al-Akhbar

(=al-Hulal). al-Marrakushivya, éd.. Alloueché; (Rabat, 1936),

al-Dabbl, &, b. ‘Yahya b, 4. b. ‘Amira- (1203); . Bughyat al-Multamis
fi TarIkh Rij&l Ahl al-Andalus...., ed. F. Codera and J. Ribera
(Madrid, 1884);, Vol. 3 of Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana (B.A.H.).

al- Humaydl, a. “Abd Allah, M. b. ABG Nasr.b. Futub b. Abd Alidh- 51095)
Jadhwat al-Muqtabis £1 Dhikr Wildt al- -Andalus, ed, al- -Tanji
(Cairo, 1952),

Ibn al- Abbar, a. Abd Allah, M. b. ‘Abd A113h b. AbT Bakr
al-Quda‘i-(1260). al-Takmlla li-Kitab al-Sila, ed. F. Codera
(Madrld 1886), Volumes V-VI of B.A.H. Material not included
in the Codera edition, and not consulted by Asin, appears in
the following two editions of the same works:

. (cited here as ”Takmila%“), ed, al-Husanz (Cairo, 1955).

.This is apparently a reproduction of the partial edition of
A. Bel and M, BenCheneb (Alger, 1920) cited in Lévi-Provengal,
"A propos...," pp. 78-79.

. '"Appendice a la edicién Codera de la 'Tecmila'’

de Aben al-Abbar,"™ ed. M. Alardon and A. Gonzalez Palencia,
pp. 147-690 in Miscelanea de Estudios y Textos Arabes,
(Madrid, 1915),
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Ab1 Usaybi‘a, a. al-Abbas A. b. al-Qasim=(1270):. Uyun al-Anb}'
£1 Tabaqat al-Atlbb ', ed A. Mueller (Gottingen, 1884).

‘4dhdri (thus Dozy; Asin has Idharl), a. %bd Al113n, M. ’
al-Marr3kushi-(after 1312)., al-Bayan al-Mughrib f1 Akhbar
al-Maghrib, ed. R. Dozy (Leiden, 1848). Several subsequent
editions do not appear to have altered or added to the material
on Ibn:Masarra found in Dozy's editionj the relevant passage

is translated bg Edmond Fagnan, Histoire de l'Afrlque et de
1'Espagne (Alger, 1901), Vol.I, p.280. (ThlS is merely a
condensation of the notice in al-Khushanl,)

al- Arab1 (often Ibn Arabl), a.(All, M. b. A. b. M,
Muhyl al-Dln-(1240)° al-Futulhdt al-Makkiya fi Ma®rifat Asrﬁr
al-Malikiya wa al- Mulklyg,, (Cairo, 1293:and 1329),

Bashkuwal, a. al-@&sim, Khalaf b.%Abd al-Malik b. Mas®ud s
al-Qurtubi+(1183). al-$ila fI Akhbar A'immat al-Andalus...,
ed, F. Codera (Madrid, 1882), Vol. 1 of B.A.H.

al- Faradl, a. al-Walid, €Abd All3h b. M. b. YGsuf-(1012).
Tarikh ‘Ulamd' al Andalus (full title: al- Mawsul f1 TaErikh
al-*Ulamda' wa Ruwat al-‘Ilm bi-1-Andalus), ed; F. Codera
(Madrid, 1890-1892), Volumes VII-VIII of B.A.H.

Hazm, a. M., A1 b. A. b. Sa‘id , al-Andalusi, al- ZaerI-
(1064) al-Fagl fi al-Milal wa al-Ahwa' wa al-Nlhal...(thus HUL
and BR; Asin and Arnaldez have al-Fisal), (Cairo, 1899-1903).

. Risala fI Fadd'il al-Andalus, preserved in al-Maqqarl (see

Khallik3u, a. al<Abb3s, A. b. M. b. Ibrahim b. AbT Bakr-(1282).

Ibn
below), Vol., I, pp. 120-121.

Ibn
Wafayat al-ASyan wa Anba' Abnd' al-Zamdn, ed. Ahsan ©Abbids
(Beirut, n.d.).

Ibn Kh3qan (Levi- Provencal and others have "al-Fath'"), a. Nasr,
al-Fath b. M. b, ©Ubayd Allanh- (BR: 1134 or 1140). Matmag
al-Anfus wa Masrah al-Ta'annus fi Mulah Ahl al-Andalus,
(Istanbul, 1302).

ibn

al-Mar'a b, Dahhaq, al-Mélaqz-(lZlA). Sharh al-Irshad, Cairo
manuscript; an excerpt ou Ibn Masarra is given in L. Massignon's
Recueil de textes inedits concernant 1'histoire de la mystique

en pays d'islam (Paris, 1929), p. /0. This information, including
the title of one of Ibn Masarra's works, was apparently not

used by Asin,




52,

al-Khushani, a. €Abd Al13h, M b. Harith (or Harith or al-Harith)
b. Asad R al-QayrawEnl -(981). Tabaqat *Ulamd@'
Ifrlglza, edited and translated into French by M. Ben Cheneb
(Paris, 1915-1920); Vol. 1 text, Vol. II translation. [Ehesee
volumes also 1nc1ude two earller works by al-Tamimi ("Abd - -
al-“Arab"™ in EIl‘zand >f Qayrawan (d. 945), including one
of the same title and another entitled Tabaqat ‘Ulam® T@nis.
Sezgin (1, p. 481, #vi.) appears to have confused the two  _
writers, jin mistakenly attributing a passage from al-Khushani
to al- Tamimi;j

al-Maqqari, a. al- ‘Abbas, A, b, M. , al- Tilims@ni-(1633).
Nafh al-Tib min Ghugn al-Andalus al-Ratib..., éd. R, Dozy et.al.
(Leyden, 1855-1861). Often cited as."Analectes" after the
title of Dozy's edition: Analectes sur l'histoire et la
litterature des arabes d'Espagne.

al-Nubahi, a. Hasan, €A1l b. abd All3ah b, al-Hasan s al-Malan
al-Andalusi- (after 1392). Tarikh Qudat al-Andalus. Qﬁ (also.

known as al-Margabat alfUlya), ed. E. Lévi-Provengal (Calro,
1948) .

al- Qlftl (often, "Ibn al—Qlftl”), a. al-Hasan, €A1l b. YTsuf.b.
Ibrahim, al- Shaybanl al- Olftl (1248) Ikhbar al-‘Ulam3’
bi-Akhbar al-Hukama' , in the Mukhtasar of Zawzani (better
known as "Tarikh al-Hukami'''), ed, J. Lippert and A. Mueller
(Leipzig, 1903).

Sa €id al-Qurtubi (or "al-Anddlusi"; often "Ibn Sa id"), a. ai-Qasim,
satid b. A. b.%Abd al-Rahman b. M. b, -(1070) .
Tabaq3t al-'Umam (BR-S:al-TaSrif bi-Tabaqat al-'Umam), ed.

L. Cheiko (Beirut, 1912). Translated, with notes, by Regis
Blachére as Livre des catégories des nations, (Paris, 1935).

al-Suytuti, a. al-Fadl, “Abd al-Rabman b. Abi Bakr b, M, b, Ab3 Bakr,

Jal3dl al- -DIn~ (lbOb) Bughyat al-Wuat fi JTabagat al- ~-Lughawiyin
wa al-Nuhat (Cairo, n.d.).

al-Tha allbz a, Zayd, © Abd aL Rahman b. M. b. Makhluf

al- Jaza irT-(1468). al-SUltim al-Fikhira f1 al- Nazar f1i al-'Umur
al Akhlra (Cairo, 1317),




Appendix: The Primary Sources

The following section comprises all the original material
we have been able to locate which directly mentions either Ibn
Masarra, his "followers"_ (those mentioned in connection with his
"madhhab'" or the '"Masarriya''), or the authors of works written
in refutation of his 'doctrines.'"”™ It is meant to be consulted
simultaneously with the reading of the rest of the paper., To that
end the material has been arranged as follows:

I)» A time-chart has been constructed as an aid in visualizing
the relations of the various sources. 1t shoiild be stressed,
however, that chronological relations in this case=--apart from
the few instances of direct borrowing--are not by themselves
very good indicators either of the reliability or of the
importance of a source for our purposes.

I1) The excerpts directly mentioning Ibn Masarra have been
arranged alphabetically by author for ease of reference,
Within each heading the following additional information
has been givent
A)Dates, where available, of the author's life, which
are helpful, in the absence of any intermal evidence, in
indicating the approximate date of the work. (Dates given
in this section are A,H., unless otherwise noted, so as
to correspond with the information contained in the excerpts)
B)The appropriate references to Brockelmann (BR-S, I, etc.)
or Sezgin (SEZG-1), for those desiring to know more about
the various authors,
{)Cross-references to other sources, where the author
has borrowed information, or where an individual, event,
etc, has been mentioned in several places.
D)The page number of the excerpt  in question.
E) (at the bottom of the page) Reference to pages in the
rest of the paper where each excerpt is discussed .~ {fedei .
F)(in the right-hand margin) Miscellaneous information
of interest to the discussion has bccasionally been noted
as it appears 1in the text,

*This section includes all the {direct) references used by
Asin and some additional material, but it leaves out the enormous
mass of "contextual" sources which would have to be consulted in
any attempt at fully reconstructing the history of Ibn Masarra's
"school'" and his influence on subsequent Angdalusian mysticism and
philosophy. For additional sources of background information, the

reader is directed to the Bibliograph and to the appropriate sections
of Sezgin and Brockelmann. Brap y,‘ pprop

)



(A.D.)

ii. \
"wk; T, Chronological Relations of Primary Sources:
%00
Ibn Masarra-diéd 931/3194.H. - |
, ;""'/ : -1(aJ-Habbab-934/323)
— : - 961/350-public burning of
~al-KhiishanI-981/371 Ibn Masarra's bocks
. / f2(a1_2ubayd1-988/379)
1900 : | | 3(M. b.' Yabqat-991/381)%*
Y Tual-Faradi-1012/403 g(lbn Abyad-1010/400)
. (al-Talau«n01-1038/ﬂ29)
Ibn Kagm—1064/4qé
e i _
rd
| , 7T salian 1070/h62
1100 f al—Humaydi-lOQ 5/488—
; Ibn KhEqan-1134/520 €
Ibn Bashhkuwdllk1183/578 |
1200 a1-DabbI-1703/500 €—i !
; Itn =l=lart-=71234/711
; T fmjﬂi Ibn aT-Cirah§—12dn/
— e e e 21 -0ifti-1248/rd46 ' “28
£ Ibn al-Abbr- ]269/618 -
! L°Ibn Abi Usaybiga—1279/£‘°
T , - 2Ttn S ho13ikEn-1292/
SO 25 1000 N _ 1 re1
bIhn Caansri-1312%M3* ;
— |
1499 al-lubani-1392" /792+ ; -
1200 At oSuy it i-1505/911

1620
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27 - “f\nrwar b

1633/1041
.. coxfirmed /
Parentheses indicatejautiiors of reiutations of Ibn Masarra; raiscd numbers
m“rp Ofr %222&.5 Ff that information ((Qr #5, sco Asin- R 119, nnte #1 aﬁg‘“&
C- ¢ ing™ of r Ferencen to Thn ‘asarra; dashe
acrunintance, bee followln; for detailse”




iii, ' aleélamanqi (Qﬁgfﬁgg)
[ton AT 2ayd (d. 3365)

11. Passages Concerning Ibn Masarra

We have encountered only two references to Ibn Masarra
which are not available in printed editions. Both concern the
titles and authors of works attacking Ibn Masarraj neither of
these works is known to have survived, even in fragmentary
form. (Cf. the other refutations mentjiomned lﬁ?al Faradl
Ibn Khallika@n, al-Nub&hi, and al- Suyutl--all of which are also
lost.)

YAbt SUmar (A. b. M. b. $Abd Al1Zh b. Abw STsd) b. Lubb, (34259)
al-Talamanqi”'is cited by Asin (p, 119, note #1) and M. Ben
Cheneb (in the work of al-Khushani mentioned in the Bibliography
above, Vol. II, pp.xiv~-xv)--in both cases on the authority of a
Tunis manuscript~-as the author of a refutation of Ibn Masarra:
al-Radd ©Al3 Ibn Masarra. (It is not absolutely certain that this
is the exact title of the work, or simply an indication of its
contents, as the verb *radda “l3a"-~and. in at least’ éne case, [51 Suyuté7
the same title--is used in connection with almost all of the critics
of Ibn Masarra. 1In fact, it may well be that the same work has in
some of these cases been ascribed to several men, given the relatively
ciose lives of certain of these men [see below/ and the much later
dates of the sources in which they are actually cited.) al- -Talamanqi,
it should be noted, studied under Ibn Abi Zayd (see below) and was
one of the teachers of Ibn Hazm,

' ~(d.386)

"Ibn Abi Zayd”l(a Ma,‘Abd Allah , al-Qayrawanl), a famous
Malikite jurist, is cited by Sezgin (SELG «I, p. 481, vi.,) as the
author of a lost work entitled al-Radd “AlF Ibn Masarra ‘al-Mariq.

The source of this information, however, is not mentioned, and the_
"fragments'' Sezgin mentions are actually .the passage of al-Khushani

(= M. Ben Cheneb, above), erroneously ascribed to al-Tamimi; the passage
in question is clearly not part of any attack on Ibn Masarra.

The mentlon of al-Tamimi (HUL and BR-S,I p.228 have mlstakenly

"al-Tamm3mi'; SFZG-1, pp. 356-357 and hIz, p. 106 use '"AbT al- ‘Arab'),
who died in 333 and was among the teachers of Ibn Abi Zayd would be
significant if it were more than a confusion on Sezgin's part, since
al-Tamimi (b.250-260) was a contemporary of Ibn Masarra and. could
quite possibly have been aware of his teachings. It might be noted
in this connection that one of the sons of al-Tamimi is cited
by al-Suyuti (g.v.) as one of those mentionedbya critic of Ibn
Masarra, one 'Ibn Abyad".




Anonymous (al-Hulal...)
(d. after 801 A.H.)
BR-S, II, 342
(¢f. Dozy (2nd edition),
" IV, 158-159; Asin, 140,
note #1,) :

iv,

This incident, part of the Almoravid conquest of Spain under
Yiisuf b, Tashfin, took place in 495/1101, Assuming this account is
correct--and there are no obvious reasons for considering it a
forgery or a mistake--it would indicate the presence of writings
by Ibn Masarra in Cordoba after the public burning of his books
(see al-Nub3hi) in 350, and their continued study by groups other
than avowed 'mystics.'" (Our only other mentions of works by Ibn
Masarra after this date--in Ibn al-Mar'a, Ibn al-‘Arabi, and al-Tha®31ibi.
are connected with a Sufi tradition.) The public crediting of a
hadith to Ibn Masarra by a faqih of Cordoba, whether due to general
ignorance of his doctrined or to a more tolerant public attitude,
would also appear to indicate that the period in which his writings
were generally perceived as dangerous or heretical had come to an
end, (Indeed,_our last record of a "refutation' of Ibn Masarra is
by al-Talamanqi, who died in 429.)

pP. 65
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v. -
al-Dabbi {7-599)

BR&S, I, 580 _
(cf, al-Humaydi)

The full title of this work exp11c1t1y mentions that it is
meant as a continuation of al- Humayd1, and this entry is adopted
almost verbatim from that earlier work, (al-Humaydl was also
used by Ibn Khagan, who was then copied by al-Maqarri.)

p. 78, #163
:gmpgsumar“;q;&ﬁbquwV'
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vi, al-l:rumayd'i' (before 420-488)

BR-&, I, 578
(Cf. Itn Khiaqan,
al-gabb1, al-Maqqari)

al-Humaydi studied with Ibn Hazm; this work was written in
Baghdad at the end of his 1ife, and is thus inaccurate in places.
This passage was taken over verbatim by al-Dabbi, adgpted to rhymed
prose by Ibn Khigdn, and taken from him by al-Magqgari,

pp. 58-59, #83
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-4 ¢"}b¢9'; in al-ﬂﬁlal (anon. author,
L e : U U TV Vet . and al-Tha®alibi.
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by L iaeae et --This Abd Bakr al-Lu'lu'i

ok :'L‘ VJ’-‘G‘:‘—‘*’. S L’-‘ is mentioned by Ibn al-
SN B . Paradi (#1361) as one of _
o e OB d- ‘ ! the instructors in (Maliki):
S WO | figh of the famous qadi M.
T, " . b, Yabga b. Zarb, who was
i'dﬂ'éi; L . later (350) responsible
% ;\’_" e : _ for the public burning of
G2 ! Ophll e S | of Ibn Masarra's works and

the chastisement of their
owners, As Ibn Masarra
here is still living in
Cordoba, this incident
evidently dates from before
his pilgrimage and (subse-
quent?) withdrawal to the
mountains near Cordoba.



_ vid, Ibn al=-Abbar- (595-658)
The first 2 pages here list personal BR«%, %, 58

disciples of Ibn Masarraj; the third page (Ct% Maqgari, Ibn
lists some later fbllowers. Bashkuwal, Ibn Hazm)

fm e

p. 11, #8: Accompanied
Ibn Masarra on the pil-

gtimage to Mecca 311~
132 otéar than The Matarve. .

4.10)90‘ u"‘“' uﬂ, (‘cu..\r‘

(From Takmilay all the

), u,.,\( . u\a.u.:--d e uw-» C’ -;p—-u‘ ._d" excerpts on this page
are taken from that

_ _ alu»)d,. JJ{.,\; later edition, which
: L( f was not available to
(2 Wb Gyye Qi 55 Asin,)
o el gk e ¢ sl cGay --This lost book M"on Ibnm
o ' ,4,1....‘ Masarra and his Bisciples'

appears to have been Ibn
al-Abbar's source for most

cib sl f b Tt £ / ’ of the following entries
j._}' o el \ ‘ which are not found in

u!,x.;ﬂ,_,..,‘, < JL.C_,%,J!J Js \r’)“'u‘ "Cf’ | any other extant work.

e ., ,\HJ\A S Gy (B ) iyl D13, #17: Died 345; made
the guﬁrmage and studied

‘ the

i
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O oy 1o S s ol Jelel o e o 8T L L 09 #529: Diea 343;
- . P . Ry ssociated with Ibn Masarr:
'*‘«’ﬂ‘&'-ll’"d)‘-.’gﬁ”'u\s'&\ o ?rom early date."\’or\lqmas o
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Of Wy Se o F e oy %)J»‘a-tcﬁqw:‘ —(or.? f p. 199, #530: Died 345;
Coa . e .. e Accompanied Ibn Masarra
oyl 4"(*‘1—-.“ J‘-“Af' u‘( ““-’5/-”13*"@‘) )L..Lt : on the pilgrimage, and
1 : studied his books with him,
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'1 .
v Py o Cv-—-"} zej'J Q’C M'quud(.”-’“' { p. 211, #562: Brother of
_ o man mentioned below; both
sy e possibly of Tewish an-

cestry. Died 321. Toledam,
‘-—ve J ’] &Ll.jdu‘w-u“‘u‘&‘}ﬁ’f})’ QL(

. 2)\», Jj‘:‘;)\ J"L“. \

~." From "Appendice" to Codera
M,. s s.wal wnsa 9» Ms‘_2=.468 edition (1915): p. 265,

(Brother Ilyas is mentioned
immediately above.) Toledam,
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Ibn al-Abbfir-2

These passages (from the Codera edition) were used by Asin,

p. 37, #113:

«--This title (al-Tabsira) is
one of three which we have

for Ibn Masarra? s works, (cCf,
Ibn al-Mar'a and Ibn al-SArabi
for the other two.)

-=This incident is another
indication that Ibn Masarra
(for whatever reasons) probably
did vary his teachings according
to the ability of _his students.
(Cf, Ibn al- Farad1, Ibn Hazm)

p. 56, #186: Died 322-3; studiec
the books of Ibn Masarraj; noted
for his ascetic virtues.

p. 97, #326: Died 321; also
accompanied Ibn Masarra on
the pilgrimage. (Does the
remark that he was younger
that Ibn Masarra imply that
some of his other disciples
were older men?)

p. 102, #347: Died 357; studiec
the books of Ibn Masarra,

#339
pp. 99-100: Accompanied Ibn
Masarra on the pilgfkimage;
one of earliest disciples.

--This incident is reported
in*Maqqar?, (I, 560) almost
verbatim, but without acknow-
ledgement of its source. (As
none of the other passages
from Ibn al-Abb3Ar are included,
he may have taken it from

some intermediate source.)

~--The mention of Ibn Masarra's
mountain "retreat' hese and in
#113 above is an indication of
the most likely source of his
nickname, '"al-JabalY."



ix.

Ibn al-Abbar-3

Other followers of Ibn Masarra are mentioned in Ibn al- Farad1

and Ibn Hazm.

--fakam b, Mundhir (d. 420) is cited

by Ibn Hazm (Fasl, IV, 80) as having
personally 1nformed h1m concerning the -
writings of Ibn Masarra.

: “J’J’ J“u—' Ddama ,_;-.}1 L VY
Wy s al e0lS - Gy o873y T e g b

. QLBQEL.

p. 85, #281: The vizier

mentioned here held office
during the reign of €Abd
al=Rahman III (300-350); which
fact-~along with the not1ce
that this man 'did not meet"
Ibn Masarra--would appear to
indicate that he was a younger
contemporary of ‘Ibn Masarra.

p. 113, #389: The uncle mentionec

here, a. al=Hakam, Mundhir b,
safid, al-Bailutl, was among
the first MuCtazilites of

Spain (see Asin, pp. 183-184),
and a contemporary of Ibn
Masarra (273~- 355) despite his
suspicious opinions, he served
as chief gadi of Cordoba until
his death (355).

--The two cousins and_sons of
Mundhir, Hakam and Said are
mentioned in Ibn Bashkuwal
(#332 and 470, respectively),
but without any connection with
Ibn Masarra; a brothcr, € abd
al-Wahhab, ﬁowever, is said

to _have been (#809) both a
Mu€tazilite 2nd follower of Ibn
Masarra.

Takmila2, p. 211, #565: This
notice appears to have escaped
Asin, along with the others
(see p, vii) from this edition.
The explicit mention that this
man '""did not meet' Ibn Masarra
may be: an indication (as #281
above) that he was relatively
close to him in time.
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Ton AbT Usaybi®a (590*~668)

BR-S, I, 560 -
(Cf $E id and al-Qifti)

--This account is quoted
verbatim from $3%id, without
the changes and interpolations
present in a1-Q1ft1; the
relevant sections’'for fhe
- (pseudo-) Empedoclean
doctrined have been outlined
in light yellow, as has the
section on Pythagoras' views
on the soul and the after-1ife
which Sa id explicitly relates
to those of Bmpedocles.

--the two titles of works
by "Empedocles™ are added
here for the first time.

--Although not taken from
Sa id, 1is opinion on the
State and survival of the
soul does not appear to con-
tradict his account of the
"Pythagorean't doctrine; it
is especially noteworfhy in
relation to the hints about
Ibn Masarra's views on this
?ubject given bg Ibn Hazm
Fasl, IV, 198-200



xi, Ibn ‘Adhiri (d. after 713)

BR-S, I, 577 _
(cf. al-Khushani)

This passage is essentially_a condensed version of the first-

hand account given by al-KhushanI, which is our earliest mention
of Ibn Masarra. Given the late date of this work, the numerous small
changes and deletions are probably not due to deliberate prejudice
against Ibn Masarra, but rather to this author's interest lying mainly
~in A. b, Nasr, (Several other authors used al-Khushani's description

of that fagih without even including the anecdote of his meeting with
Ibn Masarra.)

I, 201-202 (=Fagnan trans., 280)

U”J‘“S b Ot sl a (o sailly ole L*Jj\y = in the year 317/929, f:fom the context
' v - . L of the chronicle.

e gt omes il o R G S e e B

gaswo oladly (sic) Lo 5bLIL Lile (S,  prliadt ooy o
aniy Lap adoom Wlo (1 Oumve JB "Gl il il

Qs o O e 35 i et 3 bl e sl

s [ =
s phed st [GRTa o LA S L N.B.: this mention of the
s Kt 5 IS okl sy S Bpas JuSl l.> pilgrimage is added here. It
Lﬁ 'H,’ o ,) ,Lfgju T 2% is probably true that Ibn
7o o et ) gl Lels sy sidze o Wdy el 098 Masarra was either starting e
LSRG Kale ga B peall Sie Gamdes i L o 35 aLt on or re?urning fgom.a ?ilgrimag
, at the time of this incident, & -
b Xt W QU gy g A e o Ous als3 byt the date raises cgrt?;n)
: . ; ' . : roblems. 1Ibn al-Abbar 8
A bl g o el sl e gt hkety S8 0 9000400  Tn Masarra s trip
o ' il L3y W5 a3 to the East in 311-313, but
/RIS o al~Khushan§ (who witnessed
this incident in Qayrawan)
supposedly emigrated to al-
Andalus in 311 (biography in
the Mad&rik of I¢yad, quoted
by Ben thggb, psxxv of the
al-Khushani volume). That date,
together with the pilgzimage
before 300 reported in Ibn
al-Faradi (#1202: ''the last
days of the Amir “Abd Allah,"
d. 300), would force one to
hypothesige two separate
journeys to the Orient, assuming
all the sources have given
correct dates,
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1.op, 147-149 (Can‘o, 13299
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Ibn al-Arabi (5604638)

i

. This chapter has

” been included in

its entirety, so
that the reader can
judge how much of
&% should be credit.-
ed to Ibn Masarra,
and how much is the

’ e1eborat1on of Ibn -

al- Arab1. We have
oulined in yellow
the section which
most clearly refers
back to Ibn Masarra,
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1bn al-C®Arabi (560:638)
- BR-S, I, 790-802

| back to Ibn Masarra.
C.’)' THE| 4‘—-‘1‘) ’J_}""J)y‘d-_—-u J L.-ACI )|J- UL..” ]J_Aj‘..h:(.-»)) 4_,»\/) | 3%
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" This chapter has
‘been included in

its entirety, so
that the reader can
judge how much of
4% should be credit-
ed to Ibn Masarra,
and how much is the
elaborat1on of Ibn::
ale Arab1. We have
oulined in yellow
the section which
most clearly refers




xiii, Ibn a1-€arabi -2

From. Chapter 272, #p] maSrifat manzil tanzih al-tawt‘n’.d." We
have again given a lon excerpt,‘ 90 that the reader may judge what
's account that Ibn Masarra "pointed outy

it was in Ibn al- "Arab
whether the details of the image (thus Asin) or simply the fact of mystieal

visualizatmn (Arnaldez, BI2 871-872).

II,' 767 (Cairo, 1293)
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xiv.

Ibn Bashkuwal's work was intended as

1bn Bashkuwal (494-578)

BR-S I 580
(cf. Ibn Hazm, Ibn
al-Abbar)

a_continuation of the

compilations of a1-Humayd1 and Ibn a1-Farad1; we can only speculate,
however, as to whether the omission of references to Ibn Masarra was

1ntent nal)or not.

w-‘ )..\.... »L;s" fl" JJJ L’? 'y
L&; l)—»-:- A—\J' u—f d)) .
PJ ..\LJ, J@ SIS NINECR

Juu¢:;?u.aA“ dJnLL J; .

)su ..)I JJJ.M.JL b U"! u.l:,‘: ..«"'%

pp. 393-394 #809: Died 436;
Fhis is Ibn Bashkuwdl's only
mention of Ibn Masarra. Here,
as in Ibn Hazm, it _is din
connection with Muftazilism.
(Not surprising, in that the
father of this man and the
other two below, Mundhir b,
S&¢id al- Ballliti, was among
the first Mu taz111tes in
Muslim Spainj; Cf. Asin, p.183.)

The follow1ng two men, brotherﬁ
of the®Abd alsWahhZb mentioned
above (#809), are mentioned

as having studied the books

of Ibn Masarra in Ibn al-Abbar
(Takmila, #389); Hakam was
personally known fo Ibn Hazm
as a student of Ibn Masarra's
works (Fasl, IV, p. 80%,

p. 211, #470: Died 403, in
sack of Cordoba by the Berbers,

p.142, #332: Died 420y a
personal acquaintance of Ibn
Hazm (Rasl, IV, p. 80).
Comple¥ed the pilgrimage and
studied in the East,




xv. Ibn al-Paradi (351-403)

BR-S, I, 577-578

(cf. al-Q1ft1, for Ibn
Masarraj a1-Nub5h1, for
M. b. Yabga b. Zarb)

.. Ibn al- Parad1 is our most complete source for the life of
Ibn Masarra, his ‘personal background, and (w1th Ibn Hazm) the
"sghool™ which grew up around his worksj he-is also--with the
exception of al-Khushan1, on whom he relies for much information--
the earliest of our sources. It is noteworthy, in 11ght of the
relative balance and lack of prejudice in Ibn al- Parad1 s treatment
of Ibn Masarra, that this passage was borrowed only by al-Qifti (and
there largely its pejorative sections), although several extant works
(1nc1ud1ng Ibn Bashkuwfl's) were meant as continuations of Ibn al-
Patad1 's book. The excerpts are arranged as follows: 1)Ibn Masarra;
2-4) 'his father, and_his father's pupils. 4-7)followers of Ibn Masarra's
”school"' 8) the qad1 M b Yabqa b Zarb who burned his books in 350,
. - . (=69 ~ 3\7!\H)
(pp. 327-8) "--Por father,
see #650 (p.xvibelow).

~-Phis Amir died 1n 200, which
conflicts with the' 3até§ 311~
313 mentioned in Ibn al-Abbar,
| #8. (Cf also al Khushani and
| Ibn€Adnazd.)

--the aSQOC1at10n with "Hal®m"
and Mu®tazilism (although the

sense of those terms ;s not
i very clear) and "ta'wil' ‘are

themes recurring_in Ibn Hazm,
$Z*id, al-Bumaydi, etc.

--For Dhu al-Niin (d.245) and
al-Nahrajfiri (d.330) cf. Asin,
pp. 195-203 (Appendix #5) and
! - the approbriate sections of
BR, SEZG, and EI.

Z-Por Ibn al-ACUr3bi (246-341)
see #'s 1068, 1329, and 1364;
SEZG-1, 660- 661/ For M. b.
S3lim al-Tustdr1 cf. SEZG-1,
647 and EI1, "Sallrlyya”

--This ”sahlfa” by A.-b. Khalic
"a] ~Habbab" (246-322; cf. Asin,
' p. 44, #1) is the first re-
corded writing against Ibn
| Masarra, There is no evidence
‘| here or elsewhere, however,that
this man or his work was the
"cause'" of Ibn Masarra's pil-
grimage, as asserted by Asin,
p. 44(followed in BR-S, 1,379),

P--Ibn al- Farad1 took a great
deal of _information from al-
Khug@ggl, whether orally (as
here'}y or from his many writings
(cf.#1220, p,xxii below). Note
that al-Qlftl omits this more
favorable passage in his work.

)




xvi, Ion al-paradi =2

2-43; Ibn al-Paradi is our only source for Ibn Masarra's family and
early intellectual background; these passages (pp. xvi-xviii) on his
father and his students are invaluable in that regard. Most note-
wotbhy, perhaps, is the central importance of the pilgrimage to Mecca
and the other intellectual centers of the Bast as the primary means
of transmission to Spain of new theological and philosophical ideas,
The portrait of Ibn Masarra's father as a scholar suspected of
"Mutazilite" views and possessor of a notable library is especially
interesting in that he may well have been the one who actually in-
troduced the works of the pseudo-Bmpedocles into Spain: Whatever the
date of - Ibn Masarra's pilgrimage »had already established something
of a following (cf, Ibn al-AbbgrS&ﬁdnd most likely the outlined of his
s 'dockrine'l-~before ving Cordoba for the Bast,
. LB 3 pp. 179-181, #650: Died in Mecca
in 286, leaving his somn an
adolescent of 14 or 15,at the
very oldest. (vofcartain -Fo“owus)
--This concern of Ibn Masarra's,to
connect his name, even indifectly,
with that of the Omayyads may well
reflect a desire for greater social
status or ‘''respectability' than
that available to a Berber client.

--Asin, p.40, places this pilgrimage
in the 240's. This "al-Khushani'
(ngt the historian) is one of the
three teachers of Ibn Masarra men-
tioned in #1202, and_ is one of the
most common names inj al-Faradi;
there is no reason to suspect him

as an important philosophical
influence,

24
grE R

S

-=This humorous story of the
fair-haired, ruddy-faced father

is a clear indication of the native
8&panish roots of Ibn Masarra's
family, whatever their "patron§'
may have been.

~--These four students of Ibn
sMasarra's father are listed on
the next two pages, #'s 895,

1216, 1068, and 306, respectively,

--That Ibn Masarra's father was
suspected of secretly holding
Mu€tazilite views on the freedom

of the human will is an interesting
indication of the probable source
of many of the son's opinions. (For
"Khalil al-Ghafla} see Asin, 181-2.)

--al-KhushanE (%. garitﬁ3 is again

]

n%?#%' é; 7¢Jw gudted as someone knowledgeable <
ﬁ'l;ﬂﬁ, ’--"'-”:E'“Lﬂ-' ‘{’- (and rather sympathetic) about E
sl gmpre by Ibn Masarra's past. (Cf. #1202) <%

< G e Jay B e i
T e g At T el sl B vie

--The mention of students and a F
%1brary establishes 1bn Masarra's §

ather "as 2 scholar, but the fact <
that he left—debts—ls hardly enough?
to make him a merchant like his by
brother, as LeVI=Provengal suggests1



xvidi. Tbn ai-Paradi -3

The follow1ng four men, contemporaries of Ibn MasSarra, all learmed
hadith from his father -and f the two other men listed as his teachers,
AT, BTs0eys M. B, thgah and al-KhushanT
aswﬂl

PP, 88- -89, #306: 218-313 A.H.;

--Made the pilirimage and
studied in the Bast.

**Note that all four of
these men traveled to the
Bast and  with one exception,
studied in the wvarious in-
telléctual centers along the
route; such journeys, as in
Ibn Masarra s case (cf, Ibn
al-Abbar, #8), often lasted
many- years.

#1068: 244-3403 he was perhaps
the most famous traditionist
of his time in al-Andalus
(mentioned quite often in
. al-Paradi).

~-The three teachers ascribed
to Ibn Masarra are all found
here,

--His itinerar¥ of study, ;%-
cludes most ot the maJor
intellectual centers typically
visited by Andalusian scholars
during their pilgrimages:
Mecca, Kufa (& Basra),Baghdad,
Caird,iand Qayrawan, (Others
not uncommonly mentioned
include Alexandria, Damietta,
and Tripoli.) '

--His dates, noted here
(2nd page),”coincided with
those of (Ibn) al-A®rabi
(SE2G-1, 660-661), whose
traditions--again as noted
here--were gathered by almost
all the Spanish visitors to
Mecca,

**Most important for
L DBEDgses is the fact that
h was a \o a mystic and
associate of al-Junayd and
others, 1Ibn Masarra may well
have met and studied with him,
despite the "reply" (whether

written or not, and_to what
purpose, is unélear) which he
is supposed to have directed
(#1202 above) against Imm
Masarra's teachings., e,




xviii, Tobn al-FaragI {é

P. 252, #895: died 325.

-=This case of someone who made
the pilgrimage without acquiring
traditions along the way womld
appear to be quite rare, at
‘1east so far as the scholars
in Ibn al-Fa¢adi's book are
¢concerned,

pp. 343-4, #1216: 263< 327;
dates very close to Ibn Masarng

~--Again the three men mentioned
as teachers of Ibn Masarra

are found here (this man is
listed among the students of
Ibn Masarra's father in #650

above).

~--Spent four years in study
during his travels to the
Bast (294-8, shortly before
the time of Ibn Masarra's
pilgrimage); the itinerary

is perhaps suggestive of some
of the men with whom Ibn
Masarra may have studied,
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Ibn'al-Paragz -4

P. 252, #895: died 325.

--This case of someone who made
the pilgrimage without acquiring
traditions along the way womld
appear to be quite rare, at
ieast so far as the scholars

in Ibn al-FagadI's book are
concerned.

pp. 343-4, #1216; 2632 3273 :
dates very close to Ibn Masar;@

~--Again the three men mentioned
as teachers of Ibn Masarra

are found here (this man is
listed among the students of
Ibn Masarra's father in #650

above).

~--Spent four years in study
during his travels to the
East (294-8, shortly before
the time of Ibn Masarra's
pilgrimage); the itinerary

1s perhaps suggestive of some
of the men with whom Ibn
Masarra may have studied,
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xix, ibn al-Faradi {é

5-7¢ On these pages are arranged chronological by death-

followers of the school ("madﬁhab") of Ibﬁ Mas;Zri.y witﬁhtﬁitggsﬁgﬁle
exception of #897, who corresponded with Ibn Masarra, none of them
apparently were actual acquaintances of disciples (unlike the '"aghab"
recorded in Ibn al-AbbEr); yet they did belong to the immediately
succeeding generationt The last to die (#834) was born in 310, before

p. 353, #89%: died 325pr 326,

-<Corresponded with Ibn
Masarra, and most likely
knew him personally (as he
studied under M. b. Waddah,
who lived in Cordoba and
also taught Ibn Masarra)

¢ p,30, #1271 died 344,

--Five of the eight follower:
of Ibn Masarra's ''school”
1isted here made the pilgrim
age to Meccaj thus further
developments from the East
almost certainly continued
to affect whatever '"traditior
may have formed around his
writings.
p. 376, #1320: d,371.

--His pilgrimage must have
been before 340,,which is the
date © n al-A“rabi's death.
As noted aboye (#1068, p.xvii]
Ibn al-ASr3bl was a SUf1 as
well as a traditionist, &o
that his reply against Ibn
Masarra (see #1202) may have
been directed to a certain
audience, etc. .
~--Men who openly "propagandize
N e for Ibn Masarra are rare in, ~
TH3A are A T TS Ibn al#PRaradi's pages #1359 anc
the only other one$. This entry, and #1364 below, indicates some of
the economic and social pressures which, more than open persecution,
uugdgyptgdlx_di§gpuraggdpmanxwf:om admitting to un-orthodox opinions.

g S VLS ot sadl et oy o 2 €l
e E A ] [ &1
‘-‘%Qn)‘ et o Z8) b 5y e LI LS Bl p. 51, #179: d. 376; made the

*:q }:"(LJP"*‘ u’ %A'J)mwl . u‘ s Cv" pilgrimage and studied in East,
R%: JOV ERI BTN S L *  =aThe only individual mentionec
7 : Fer Ly 1n

;f?ﬁvﬁi\‘ P e ufu“v”*f“m’bben al-Paradi as being among

. those forced to repent in the

"inquisition™ and burning of
Ibn Masarra's books

conducted by M, b. Yabga b.Rari

(#1361 beloy) in 350. (Details

in al-Nubahi))

g

"

'i.*VVY“*ngﬁﬁ
ok 3



xx. Ibn al-ParadI ?5

**The "madhhab' of Ibn Masarra would appear to have been an
urban and intellectual-literary tradition, to judge from these ¥®io-
graphies. There is no great stress on the moral and ascetic virtues
of these men, such as appears in the biographies of his immediate
disciples in Ibn al-Abb3r, (This is not thé result of a deliberate focus

on scholars here, as Ibg gl ~Paradi does incilude a number of asceticsy
ones are liste Asin 91: cf. #1220

“~although gy
allegiance to
Ibn Masarra, he'was buried by.
thesame gadi M. B, :Yabqd (see
g ) _ #lgil bglow) Wﬁbfh % c§gsed a
: ) “1*.1.| public burning of “Ibn Masarra's
'b~f¢v°“'uﬂ“”uf'*‘uf‘g”Cf”‘*g‘ Vo books in 350 (al-Nubahi), This
h»;,ﬂ,an léb {”a\sﬂﬁaﬁ’uué“g‘uﬁ*ﬂd“ fact, add, the survival of so
Y 1 i b&)bl | many ‘folléwers of Ibn Masarra,
,»JLe_ CB-W 2L i,\) ﬂJ:! #21 are indications that this early

"Inquisition' did n”;C%otgg far

as to physically &
'”gu11ty"part1es. re are a
number of indicat that

scholars of "heterodox!" views
(as those included here) were

friends and associates of more
orthodox Malikites, so long as

they did not engage in (p011t1qa11v and socially dangerous) preaching
of their novel doctr:nes.

p. 23, #54: died 377.

p. 386, #1359: 3054880,

--The fact that . t 5 man "did
not hide" his belief in the
school of Ibn Masarra (apparently
true only of #s 1329 and 834,

' among those listed here) is an

- indication of the unfavorable
preva111ng views, (Cf., #1364
immediately f0110w1ng)

~--The peculiarity of praying .
toward the rising sun (''tashriq'’]
; : - : f... =. 1s not noted anywheee elsge in
connect1on W1th Ibn Masarra, and appears to have been introduced to Muslin
Spain by one of its first potable mathematicians_and astronomers, who

died in 295, (See 81- Fara41, #1418/ al-Magqari, I, 255) -~appended to
back of ‘this page,




Ibn al-Faredi, pp. 413-414, #1418.

Cf. al-Maqqari, I, 255 Con the:same man), and Asin, pp. 117-118,

(No doubt such a pract1ce was r;m:l zveconspicuous, but there is no
evidence at all that it was th +ion of any perSecutmn, nor that
‘Iba Masarra.) -

- 4
o




xxi,

could perhaps afford to be a little freer in allowing intellectual
diversity, as in the tater tolenance and even encouragement of

ph1losopherq in couyrt cirales,)

1bn al-FaragT -7

pp. 389-390, #1364: 303-382A.H.

e )

--Made two p11gr1mages to the

East (not too unusual: Cf. Ibn
Masarra‘'s father, #650, and
possibly Ibn Masarra hlmself).
On the f1rst§334), studied with
famous mystic.and traditionist,
Ibn al-A%r3bE (Cf. #'s 1202,
1329, and 1068 above); _dur1ng
the second, he passed many years
in the East,

--not clear whether his supposed
allegiance to Ibn Masarra had
anything to do w1th his leaving
Cordoba,

--This story (espeC1m;1y the
warning not to pass on gad1th
from such a suspect figure) is
an interesting illustration of
the social (4nd economic)

pressures that undoubtedly in-
hibited the open expression of

heterodox beliefs--at least in
the milieu of religious scholars
(The ruling families--see below-

p. 233, #834: 316-387; a descen-
dant of the Umayyad dynasty,
which may have allowed him a

greater 1ndependence in his

theological views,

--also a poet: the followers of
Ibn Masarra were a diverse 1lot,

--This vague and general asso-

|

ciation of Ibn Masarra's wrltlngs

with "kal3m' and 'nazar' (or
"1€tiza1") is characteristic

of most of the surviving acc%gnts

(Ibn Hazm included); only $a“id,
who is late and says little
specifically on Ibn Masarra,
appears to have had a full grasp
of the variety and significance
of the various systems.



xxii. fbn al-Raradi -8

8: Our most interesting dhformation about this figure, Toncerning

an '"inquisition' of the followers of Ibn Masarra in Cordoba Wwhich

he led. in the year 350, and which resulted in thefﬁ@?ning of all
bbokssbp F.M. in the presence of their owners, _is foumd’ only. in-

al-NubZhi (g.¥.); there is a short reference to that"'ﬁ* #179 (7p. xix)
_above, (Apparently the punishment was not physical, judglng from:

the number of surviving followers of Ibn Masarra ltsted here in

Ibn al- Farad1 ) One might postulate either a mellowing of M. B.

Yabqa's temperament or, more likely, a change in the pelitical climate,
based on the report (#437 above) thet he led:’ the prayers at the funeral
in 379 of a Suspected follower, of Ibn Masarra's school, ’

pe

pp. 382-388, #1361: 317-381 A.H.

--This AbW Bakr al-Lu'lu'i is

mentioned as the recipient of

a poem from Ibn Masarra in

al- Humaydl and the three other

workqwh1ch copied that notice.

-—il-Nubahl who praises this
* work, dates it apparently before
gl the events of 850,

A4s=This short work agadnst Ibn
"Masarra's school is one of two
‘mentioned in Ibn al- Raradi.(See

. #1202 above.) One can only specu-
. late as to whether there might
l bg a connection with the 'Masars:I:
{ riya' movement mentioned by Ibn
+Hazm, but it is worth noting that
2. all the refutations of which we
1i* have record are rg hly contem~
porary with %He al-nu ayn1 whom

Ibn Hazm plfces at the head of
* that movement. (Cf, time-chart,

p.ii.)

~-This ascetic, who died in

320, is ment1oned“as an indica-
tion that Ibn Masarra was not
without predecessors and con=-
temporaries in that aspect of

his activities, (Cf. the 1ong

* list--from wh1ch this man

2 "% is missing--in Asin, 185- 51 )
°;Lwﬁ>--ment10ned by al-Khushani (h1st )
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N.B.:
"Bmpedocles" in connection with Ibn

This section, and those on. the

‘the " Merits of
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**Note that Ibn Hazm nowhere ment1oﬁs

from Ibn Hazm's -‘51..., the passage on' p. xxvii i8_from his "Letter on
di s preserved by al-Maqqari, vol.

\l‘) 4...9\1 )\2) \& J»,ch }-" u%‘ Abnl\ )”l‘ J\AOJ\Q .

oy | *¥**Note the identification_of Ibn
|ments, which is found throughout

i, |his own dogmatic interests, the
** linterpretation of Ibn Masarra in

i b &\(x« At

jz] the word of someone with whom Ibn
. |Hazm "disputed, " and does not require

=*|doctrines on this point. (Indeed,

dl\ A3 d‘ \A;L..D J’.u) \‘K o.k..\u \xf ‘5 r‘,.\,.d" \c\ Lg’-

‘1 J AJ.\\ \c UK) J\Q g\: u P & m&v@\ % .\l‘,.\ J\’ *

Ibn Hazm (3834456).

BR-S I, 692=697

(cf. Ibn Bashkuwal’y -
Tbm al-Abbar}al -Tal amamﬂ

following threefbages,are all taken

Masarra,

I,.

_Fa 1, II, 128-129, The passage

as been given. in full, so that
_¢ne can see how the mention of
Ibn Masarra fits in, Corrections
to the text follow Asin, based on
the Leyden Mss./

|Masarra here with Mu€tazili argu-

11Ibn Hazm; whether it results from

certain circles (cf. Ibn al-Abbir
and Ibn al-Faradi), or an attempt

by Ibn Masarra to disguise his real’
doctrines (suggested by Asin, 113)
is unclear, Here the mention of

Ibn Masarra appears based only on

a personal acqua1ntance with his

how would ¥bn Hazm (or Asin) have
Handled the passage quoted by Ibn
al-Mar'a on God's attributes?)
--Note also that AbUY Hudhayl al-
©“A113f, here se€en in opposition to
Ibn Masarra, is mentioned by $3%id
as holding the same "EmpedocCclean"
view on the attributes ascribed to
Ibn Masarra.)

--Asin, after admitténg that Ibn
Hazm may have mlslnterpreted some
of Ibn Masarr %}ons (p.101),
st1111assume standard
MuStazili argﬁhent here crediteéd to
Jahm was also that of Ibn Masarra.
But everything would seem to in-
dicate, on the contrary, that this
was not the case. (Cf., pp.198-199,
where 1bn Masarra's position on
divine "knowledge' is clearly dif-
ferent from that of most Mu®tazilites
although still opposed, of course,

to that of Ibn Hazm.)

1 The "agreement of Ibn Masarra
iwith the Mu®tazila on gadar" (1V,198)
'is another case in which he m1ght

‘have stressed the importance and
pesponsibility of the human will, but
‘for quite dlfferent reasons than
those of the Mu CtaziTa,



Ibn Hazm (383-456) .

: BR-S I, 692-697
,Fasar‘ra. (Cf, Ibn Bashkuwals .
Ibn, al-Ab‘bzar}al-’J[‘alam
following three. pages,'are all taken
on'p. xxvii is_from his "Letter on
od by al-Maqqgari, vol. I,

Fagl, II, 128-129, The passage
Has been given. in full, so that
} one. can see how the mention of
n Masarra fits in, Corrections
0 the text follow Asin, based on

: u‘,fl’\\!rbu Yr\ o.)\U,su (" .J\G\A, L.':(.\c\.,o

,utul J,LQK y,_,,ﬂ umqﬁ\.i;mw ‘-J‘\‘,,

RO ERP WA u,i, ab Qe J 5, }J\.f ‘inter sts,  the
~ . |interpretation of Ibn tasarra in
,\g\l\,\. ,‘,\9 Xo J\.;mg,( o St o %Af,.‘ J# | certain circles (cf. Ibn al-Abbar

{' ( and Ibn al-Faradi), or an attempt
‘ b 2 0N 3 oy O O e ;J\.,A»QK) by Ibn Masarra to d1sgu1se his real)
W s R 4 )(. .doctrines (suggested by Asin, 113)
2 OS0bA 4o OF Y\gg\)J ) ’)\’-u ol ,\g‘ is unclear. Here, the mention of
4 4 s 7 } .~, 1bn Masarra appaars based only on
2.l u., ""”\"""J the word of someone with whom Ibn
«iHazm "disputed,' and does not require

Tl Gld Lol & du\g la i Lo ) J\s a personal acquaintance with his
oLt Alx (}J o f’ u‘ % 7 * |doctrines on this point. ( Indeed,

e Ji k el { 3 ey J;\j) JL\;O\).H > Ly | how would Ibn Hazm (or Asin) have
handled the passage quoted by Ibn
"‘»\J‘u’-"‘\‘\ uij, 2 UcJA.\JcJ\-» ) u““’) al-Mar'a on God's attributes?)
--Note also that AbY Hudhayl al-
S s oV sl "’)-“} e sale \)(w rf\.o‘ el L‘) ©“A113f, here seen in opposition to
Ibn Masarra is mentioned by §3i%id
g Syt eda 0Y & ..N\,-\-.,U J)‘} ”\"’\'dd\" as holding the same ”Empedozlean"
view on the attributes ascribed to

i
‘ Ibn Masarra.)

S0y Jla i\ 3okt ola u\.o el
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. ,lﬁ\JuK‘J Hazm may have m151nterpreted some

’ - | of Ibn Masar:ﬁfﬁo g)mns (p.101),
Vi mg Aaa Nas 9\3« 3\1\ u\ﬁ\ Jm AJJJ) b} \.,\iJ' } ' Stlll asgume standard

[ ommaTom A 4 A ™ MuStazili arg@ment here creditéd to

G e 1 Gy AL iy Je aals | Jahm was also that of Ibn Masarra,
'o’g 0 { J ' P .) ¢ u\ .UK"UJ'{ But everything would seem to in-

dicate, on the contrary, that this
was not the case. (Cf. pp.198-199,
where Ibn Masarra's position on

' divine "knowledge' is clearly dif-
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although still opposed, of course,
(\\c J a ol J ye ) La) Jliy Slial eyt dy | to that of Ibn Hazm.)

i The "agreement of Ibn Masarra

b" G855 g8 Jis 4 ')\Ca 4""«?”\’ UNPER S ‘with the Mu®tazila on gadar' (1IV,198)

d.. i f ‘\ { \ o aul 'is another case in which he m1ght
K} g alwy . )aad\mu ‘}u.\ud\ u)\s\m\n)\c,a have stressed thg importance and
& Vo Py \aze o bt slsale Y ., pesponsibility of the human will, but
x "TC.)""’ Q“JNFU C 33\’ U e for quite different reasons than

B - thosé of the MuttaziTa,




xxiv. Ibtn Hazm sé '

Ibn Hazm here introduces the strange figure of Isma®I1 b. “Abd
Al13h al-Ru®ayni, about whom he says a great deal on pp. 199-200, but
who is known to us from no other source. (He was apparently somewhat
older than Ibn Hazm, having adult grandchildren at the time of this
writing; the Hakam b, Mundhir who reported gam® of this information
to Ibn Haam died in 429, according to Ibn Bashkuw¥1.) Ibn Hazm's stress
on his exemplary moral and religious -conduct (repeated page 200) might
lead one to discount some of the more shocking theses which are ascribed
to him there, Although the relation to Ibn Masarra. of this argument on
the soulrfand resureection (repeated p. 199) is disputable, it would seem

to fit into a mystical-ascetic system based on Plotinian and "Empedoclean'
principles, as Asin has shown, pp. 135-137,

p § IV 80

uﬁ s &Gl yasigt \s+a | --Note that Ibn Masarra
L rld u’: » q);, e) 3"‘ is explicitly mentioned
‘4“\“ U B S H; i Jb s Lo on this page only for
A . = 5 J (J’u‘ { ~ { r(' his ("Mu®tazili"-p.198)
4l "_;'_.“.;lbc‘:‘_l\.) !j{rﬂ;”ﬁwu-h,.& (\A_,..uuf (PRID Ji,bl,c position on gadar.

qu\"ﬂl»-\_hc?d);.dl\.»“gﬂO\A.J\UQV)&M ga\:g,“ lyn:
wg,«..y..u. X ,_Al«:l ,\Jr:( Lty U,Ln eros L g; Ioo )u,\n

{-~For Hakm b. Mundh1r,
cf; IbA BashkUwal and
{Ibn al- Abbar, #389 (ix).
(Two of Hakm s brothers
and a first cousin are
also ascribed to the
school of Ibn Masarra.)

. j--For more hints on Ibn

't Masarra's theory of the
spul.'and resurrection, _
see p. 198 ,(whi¢k)follow

. -Assuming Ibn Hazm was
gﬁ“‘“d"&i"G&-}’Lykﬁ#‘é"(“ﬁe’u‘)v n adult when he saw
B ow b 6 igbs el aiih = o (e ok 1-Ru€ayni, it becomes
| dols sithdpiadisialioll dSERARE IE a5 by 4-"'“ Lr-’ XAl Y Wwery doubtful that the
R b o T e : : - Jlatter ever directly
, knew Ibn Masarra.

i ~~For more on these
'rMasarrlans” and their
family relations to
!al—Ru(ayn1, see pages

w;‘ﬂ%ﬂa&dﬁ& &\J,.-,J,u Lu J,:!c.;‘,\{‘, “9.\ e | 198-200 following.

~=-Note the f t
oL g Lol 23 26 o il 5 6 a5 iU 8 Nitne school of 1om

Masarra in gadar'tt On
NA..,AWU ‘.)0 u»,_,.c e ur—d,w‘ﬂ(?pﬂff‘ld‘ L’ p. 198 he has it that
Ibn Masarra "agreed
¢ dh.um.uu,u m.\,.ua d‘éﬁ J,..,,,,r—hb(*fﬁ‘ i Lith the MuCtazila on
oL adar', although in
A.J‘fyﬁwﬂgl,}dl»uunu)....«-\.mcyslrctjr)fw“’(" . What sense is not very
. 1 f th text.
UAL‘Ij\'ﬁ4‘L4“{j CA_,:J«J»,;_,»-I Liay 3ol ;‘-(MU_A‘ Nor is it clear nere in
what other areas:Hakam
i agreed 1 (or disagreed)
with Ibn Masarra,
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Here, as above at II, 128-129,

positions (cf, Asin, pp. 100-103),
ever, for its portrayal “of the stran

uu&uh\»uu,!)&“ldug,udﬂ (.\fyh.’h)
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L)d‘g"

Ibn Hazm -2 -
Ibn Masarra is introduced in

the course of an argument against the Mu ¢ tazilay it is doubtful if
Ibn Hazm understood (or knew?) the full ramifications of Ibn Masarra's

The passage i8 more interest -how=-
ge gveme%t led by al-Rugayné?g’ oW

4 Ibn Masarra is aga1n

{ MuStazila (perhaps

| the comments on this

1 passage in Asin and
{ Arnaldez, 870-871,

| digression.
¢yl two of the theses

| wAich follow are at

2+ | a1l connected with

1Ibn Masarra,

JHazm denies that the

'supporting the firs:
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'ra's practices found

Pagl, I¥, 198-199:
-=-As at II, 128-8,

aSSOC1ated with the.

misleadingly). Cf.

and Ibn
. passages supposedly

(the "Throne'" as™the
actual ruler .of this
world)really say tha
As for the second,
the possibiliTV of
acquiring prophetic
status through right
conduct and purifi-
cation of the soul,
it would seem to
agree with the few
remarks on Ibn Masard

{

in Ibn al-Paradi, #
1202--and thus tend
to confirm Ibn Hazm's
judgments,

--N.B,:Ibn Hazm heres
(as at 128-9) stress-
es the fact that ‘
many '"Masarriya' dis-
agreed strongly with !
al-Ru€ayni's inter-
pretation of the

:J;-.tws\.,t,y,@\..s\ .,\.ndu, 9|,.,.J\UL.JLJ,.J|«J\‘,H
L 2‘,/3«,|\.,L4,\_,..J\,,\, iy

1t

‘JK“L:J\U‘J--AWW‘ UA );.\u‘;&)‘ J_.:-L.\ uwlua"‘d‘))/ |.‘

" mind, Asin's

"shaykh"Ibn Masarra.

; With that caution in

is-
cussion of these
theses and their
historical-cultural
background can be
quite useful.
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J\sd-d,/\» al,..tuyv, ,\,J;,.M.u yum,(,uzjuu ;‘\ Arnaldez, 870-871,

Ibn Hazm -2
introduced - in
is doubtful if

ls of Ibn Masarra's

jore 1nterest ne, -how-
by al-Rutayn §08, ow

Pagl, I¥, 198-199;

--As at II, 128-8,
Ibn Masarra is agaln
associated with the.
Mu€tazila ( perhaps
misleadingly). Cf,
the comments on this
passage in Asin and

P-Thls marks the be-

| ginning of a clear
digression. Only
two of the theses
which follow are at
all connected with
Ibn Masarra, and Ibn
Hazm denies that the
passages supposedly

i supporting the first
‘(the "Throne!* as~The
actual ruler of this
world)really say thaf
As for the second,
the possibiliTy of
acquiring prophetic
status through right
'conduct and purifi-
(catlon of the soul,

it would seem to
agree with the few
|remarks on Tbn Masar-
ra's practices found
lin Ibn al-Faradi, #
1202~-and thus tend
to confirm Ibn Ha7m'=
judgments,

--N.B,:Ibn I[Jazm here
( at 128-9) stress-
es the fact that

many 'Masarriya' dis-
agrced strongly with
al-Ru® ayni's inter-
pretation of the
"shaykh"Ibn Masarra,
With that caution in
mind, Asin's dis-
cussion of these

theses and their
historical=-cultural

background can be
quite useful.
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xxvi, ~ 1bn }jazm -4
Although al-Ru ayn:l's program is certainly. fascinating, and one -
wonders what antecedents and influences he might have had for his more
radical pesitions, there is no evidence to credit any of them--including
that of his Imamate--to Ibn Masagra; rather Ibn Hazm Seems to indicate
a break with many of the "Mas@griya'" over precisely these ‘innovations,
("Batm"«-in ldne &, seems to be used in an un-except1faa1 sense, Was

Su®id-~the first source to call Ibn Masarra "al-B&{ini with the Qol1}1ca1
overtones of that term--possibly influenced by the story of al-Ru ‘ayn

Fasl, I¥, 200

‘I:_u.l, Ll ‘g) ae u( """ «ﬂ..".\l ,.;..\I L\,/g,ﬁ dﬁg\ J... J,.L ,.u |
, ~-Ibn Hazm doesn't
o ¢)\J ~\, w,\!\ fi.\.! IJLl Jdr up.» ,_)V,/l\,.\ .( 4.“ d,)_,o o\L seem to credit any
of these radical
. J; 6.“ d', ‘,\l)lu‘ 4-...&{\0 uv ,l b._JlJu ,l OJ‘.‘ "“LJ Lf' JH QJL PP_SitiOns to any-.._
. c L_,, : | IL,_‘S :ge bu'; al—Ru‘ggn-l:
ere is no evidence
umu Kl “ MC‘!‘/ A’/N’. ~). J;‘FU‘H elsewhere either to
/.la.u ale! \Jlril,J (,L; AW AS)‘) )U\ S g{«o\(r),.lub\oufao credit them to Ibm
| Masarra. _
-~In h f
U Q;_‘,,.L.«.:— l;; l:i,rl»ja J d,.!l “"|J"<"u‘é“-"°""' Wl dr— (n ‘1 wthtlls ﬁglggg;;’%zﬂ,,or
e Sl e Ibn Hazm is clearly
)L_“-LF r\-h dy u‘) U‘Ua‘ﬂu\tul“j?ﬂkgl S o A : referr:l.ng to al-
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Cxxvii, Itn Hazm -5 (‘Ris@la...")

| Concluding'pﬁssagexof "RisZla fi Féqi'il aI-Andalus? taken from

al-Maqqarl, I p. 121.
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"--That Ibn Masarra. is
here commended for his
eloquence ('"Bven though
we don't approve of his
school,'" Ibn Hazm adds),
’ A 18 not surprising: It i:
Kisodl Raapldl oI (onllly aslad Uildgadi Al O 1 the one q¥a1it7 t?at

= . . #-+. % both his friends (al-
oy 20y 5l ‘-’h” ,"_”‘")’ R Lo #FEE KhushanI) and_his enemie
MyS ko Je S JasLs\M s, ~ 4, (Itn al-Fapadi #1202,

= 4 al-Humaydi, etc) seem
st plael Kyl wilpao was Le bgily plyel “*“*ﬁbﬁ" , ' to emphasize.
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xxviid, fbn Khallik%n (d. 681)
| BR-S, I, 561

(d 379) '
al=Zubgyr was a very important f1gure in Cordoban 1nte1&ectua1
1ife The was even appointed tutor of the Amir's son), and is mentioned
. in a number of spurces, including those listed at the bobtom of this
page. Ibn Khallikan ‘almost surely took the title of this work against
Ibn Masarra, Hatk Sutidr al-Mulhid n, from some. other source, but we
have not been able to identify it. As with all the other attacks on
Ibn Masarra except that of al-Habbib (see the time-chart, p, ii), this
~ work was almost certainly composed after Ibn Masarra's death

#651 Vol. 4, p. 372,

J*'u‘”'*-—*"u*fuc'-“u*"“ungJ

Lr*‘*-*f' u’:d‘ J“'-' U-S *‘J ‘ *JL-) d d—-‘ o G,QJ‘*‘\}LUK’ ﬂ);
«UJ.U\M, O b w,.m, uu,a.Jl Uu.b, ;._.Lf,(uu.“ 15,,..: 2]
4y €T ob N gamd &l ..\..:-‘_;l “"—*"u‘) d\ d,.\!l a,.-\)l ‘_;l_

GlS 5 € pamlll s ganiidlan ales M V
w\ilpu\-f)ﬂ.l’-u_,a) *—JJAHG(?]J")&)LSJ(MU‘."
d....t.r\lc..ﬂ (,a.Jl

u*'LP.

r La oy J) ov\]) L...v.a'LJ U.J.uYL w 3
K JL,(\,SL‘..M, u,.n,..,L..,l..l;,_s.\n uK_.unb Ll
't‘.}-ﬁ,'_,“sb_r—-“ %)%!u@df}‘“{flﬁ)“@.&d}‘

e,all;-u:r"&,}',‘ﬂl ! ’Cu_b‘; (Aeapis) ozl iy gy ud-‘ 3 A—»f—- :
R R . PRV SR VR S PR Y I N PR R WX PR PP \
(com b)) mdlly e ol b o B Sliey reril da,
[))\{‘j..-_i|¢q.—)\j|o—\l_,‘(“JJJJJ‘))!ALJMJvc-‘ )-«J=J|c&u=\’ okl
DR Jolall gt e




xxix, Tbn Khaqaﬁ (4. 529 or 535)

BR-S, 1, 579
(cf, al-Hugaydz ; al-Dabb
al -Maqqar 1)

Ibn Khagd3n's reference to Ibn Masarra appears to be an yn-
acknowledged rhymed-prose version of the notice in al- Iz maydi (d 488);
. it would not have been necessary for him to know anyth ng else about
Ibn Masarra at all, This persigr is quoted by a1-Maqqar1, 1, 47.

Ma;mag, p. 58
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XXX,  1bn 'al'-Mar'a (4. 611)

BR-S, I, 776 )
(cf, SE id, Ibn Hazm om
the d1vine attributes)

This passage, which was not used by Asin, is 1mpnrtant in
several respects. It is our only mention of a third title by Ibn
Masarra, TawHid aj-Miqgin and it is another strong piece of evidence
(apart from Ibn al- *YArabi) for a continuous tradition of the study '
of the works of Ibn Masarra by Andalusian mystics. The fragmentary
argument concern1ng divine unlty certainly does not seem to correspond
to the Mu%tazilite arguments with which Ibn Masarra's name is associated
by Ibn Hazmg neither does it seem to agree very well with the explana-
" tions of the Empedoclean doctrine in $a id, or the elaborations pfo-
vided by Asin--but I am not at all qualified to judge either its
provenance or its meaning.

p. 70 in Massignon's Recueil de Textes... (1929)

1. Unité et infinité des atiributs divins (ap. Ibn al Marah (%),
sharh ol ivshad, ms. Caive, fin du t. IV «bab al mald’ikah ») :

WY Wb & Slas b u:.S_,U Aoy HS Go7me ot 6
a7, L:\.“-:\SJ (&:a g C:r\..., J.>\5 e\o u; she alll é.-s \asia

|
!
|
!

-Ju\:;\'\ d‘d‘l-f‘) & C,M‘;Cfd \.&;){JA 5,00 ;l\sx_o-\,(.\; 39 0 g0

35 S, T il o A sl e 138 6 Slas war
L) WAL YR Y e a2 J) ol Slee

(o Al
. i

- — (% Ibn al Mar’ah-ibn-Dahlu, de Malaga (5 611:1214), |

maitre ¢’lbn Sab'in en la tariqah Shoizpak, el connentateur des mahasin 1

b al Aerf (el hnoal Qidi, gadbrat, lith. Fés 1304, p. 875 et lbn dl
Whatih, ihafeh, ¢d. Caive, 13149, 1, 180-181 - comm. Asin).
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xXXi. al-Khushani (before 300=371)
al-Khushani is our earliest-~-and our

only contemporary--source for Ibn Masarra. (cf. Ibn Adhar1; Ibn

His lack of bias against Ibn Masarra, already _ al-Para¢1)

evidenced in the comment quoted by Ibn al-Paradi,

is even more evident here: His real interest is obviously this personal

anecdote of his first encounter with the (at that time) unknown Cordoban
who would someday be famous; not the descr1pt1on of a second-rate faqih.

BR-S, I, %3z/srszc;-1 363
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1, pp.159~ 160 (=11, 244-245)
(al-Tabaqat al-than1ya £3
al-sinn wa al-idr3k")

--later historians reproduced
this section on A, b. Nasr (Be:
' Cheneb mentions Ibn Naji,

'Ma*dlim, III,
out the anecdotal part ent1re1~

3), while 1eav1n;

(Cf the condensation ofbfAdhas

--Ibn€Adhari adds here: ”h1na
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~ a man of 42.)

i

tawajjuhihi 112 al- haJJ"

This passage, with its stres:
on Ibn Masarra's youthfulnes:
("ya shabb') and precocity,
raises a number of doubts
about the date (311) given
for his pilgrimage in Ibn
al-Abbar, #8. (This story
doesn’'t seem to be about

The date giver
in Ibn al- Faradl #1202
(sometime befote 300) seems
more likely, and wguld not
require al-Khushani to have
been impossibly old.(He was

" almost certainly an adult whe
" he migrated to Spain in 311,

. |~-Whether apocryphal or not,

fAbu Na%r s reply here seems_a

‘strong hint that al- Khushani

hlmself tended toward the
party which favored Ibn Masarr
(Cf. Ibn al-Faradi, #1203.)

~-This passage is typical of
al- khushuni" (somewhat re-
markable) objectivity, and
illustrative of his respect fc
intellectual achievement in al
areas, not just knowlerdge of

figh and tradition,



xxxii, al-Maggari ¢d, 1041)-

v BR-S, I, 407-408
All three places in which al-MaqqarI Cross-references: sge
mentions Ibn Masarra are passages borrowed from
earlier writers, so that he may not have had any independent
knowledge of Ibn Masarra. (The line appended to the section
from Ibn Khiq!n is the possible exception.): L

' baii --This passage is al-
« sboys ﬁ TSR} auﬂl‘ { most entirely quoted
» o < )baf:from Ibn Khiqidn (g.v.)
.| who simply worked the
| account of al-Humaydi
(g.v.) into rhymed
prose.
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-b#_tj":”} st e Lglead Oy Lpol; 2313 w’f’ W du»-, '"éu‘-:-ﬁ added here, and may we:
' "'Er‘“ (oss ally ¢ ok oillly. pd (ML

%,1nd1cate that al-Magga:
~ was aware of Ibn Masar:
through an independent,
more favorable (Sufi?)
tradition as well.

I, p. 560
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sy Lplow RPN S Shaaalt ¢ m.h.l . ted the other mentions
5 (55 AR s Lihby Lose ihonad) (380 ettt oo .- of Ibn Masarra, and if
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.|==This is the same
passage as Ibn al- Abbax
#339, (As al-Maqgari
does not give his sourc
here, it is impossible

I, p.121 is a passage from Ibn Hazm's
"Ris@la fi Pada'il al-Andalus." (Cf. Ibn Hazm,
p. xxvii.)



xxxiii, al1-Nubahl (713-792+)

(not in BR or SBZG; cf
Lévi-Provengal's Mintro

According to Lévi- Proven(('al (p.x), ' ductlon" to this editio
this book was meant as a continuation of pp. vii=x.)
al=-Khushani's Ta'rikh Audit al-Qurtuba, (cf, Ibn al- Faradl, #'s

179, 1361.)
p. 78

_tLuJ,tvfbu&NS:A1‘0,~ij‘um’\uﬂd
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~~-This short work (Ibn

o al- Faraql, #1361, knew

1 it, and called 1t a:

; "sah1fa") was apparently
| written befoge the year

) 3503 the qad1 s dates
are given in Ibn al-Farac
as 317-381,

p. 201
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28 e Yo il el bl 370 ¢ 4eti Lv—-"-‘w *3i | as severe as that recordec

i here.in regard to the
-’Au‘“'\" ""(U" i 43 e Laded 5 \'J"“’K" RE philosophers. (One can

| L 3 KR Lo ‘kau, ' only speculate, of course,
uf—f-)) u’;’“‘ i ghy ¢ i) (1 Fo “" as to what might have beer

.,JAL( Lc .X P CAGtEP V"""ﬁ £t Py (5 & dW iy & done with Ibn Masarra, hac
i he still been alive in350,

MY‘"‘“M‘J’.‘)Kbu‘))dd_dd&r“drd““’(‘(‘)r—’)’
c.\.,.,, rr"ru‘ -\?,Lg)p.l,‘ vr:\.u-f(.a‘)c '&.L'on:-nq;l '

The anonymous author of al-Hulal, Ibn Hazm, and $a“id all
offer indications that works of Ibn Masarra survived even in
Cordoba; at any rate, the passages from Ibn al-Mar'a and Ibn

al- CArab1 are w1tnesses that they certainly were extant elsewhere
at much later dates.



xxxiv,

" The

al-Qifti (568-646)

BR=-S, I, 559
(cf.- $az1d and

Ibn al-Fara41, #;202):

importance of (Ibn) a1-Q1f’g1 forsthe

study of Ibn Masarra lies not in what he says (all of which is

taken almost verbatim from $¥°id and the biography in Ibm al- Fara41,
although these sources are not acknowledged here), but rather in the
or1entation--genera11y misleading--which hé has given to all Western
scholarship on the subject, perhaps because he was the first primary

source to be used by Amari, Munk,

and Dozy.

By the unacknowledged

addition of a long (and blased and misleadingly edited) section from
Ibn al-Paradl, he transforms $&8<id's long article on Empedocles (with
only one, otherwise unsupported sentence on Ibn Masarra) into a treat-
ment which seems to propound a strong relation between the twoj so

far as I know, no one has previously bothered to 1dent1fy (at least in

MAL«\XAJ‘
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pr1nt) the section which was taken from Ibn al- Farad1, or al-Qift1 s
] ‘

6éwn inventions,

--The sections outlined in yellow

(and thosSe unmarked) are quoted

or paraphrased from §a id, and

are identical with the section

on Empedocles' in Ibn Abi Usgybi<a,

which makes it most unlikely that

the sections from Ibn al-Faradi

were already present in a manuscrit
of $3cid.

--The first two pink sentences are
an account of the author's own ex-
amination of "Empedocles' mss. in
Jerusalem, and are irrelevant for
our purposes,

-=-The sectlon in red is taken almost
verbatim from Ibn al-Paradi, but
without any acknowledgement of its
source (ahi~aVvowed enemy of Ibn
Masarra) or of the _deletions (which
include al-Khushani's more balanced
and favorable summary).

~~the statement that Ibn Masarra
fled Cordoba suspected. of unbelief
"because of too much study of the
philosophy of Empedocles" is an-. .’
invention (rather misleading, as

1t has turned out) which helps to
paste the two borrowings together.

" (The earlier mention of Ibn Masarra

as ""among the well-known in the
Islamic commnnity" for his interest
in Empedocles is grobably of the
same order: Cf. Sa‘id.)

Would Asin have bothered to
commence his study, had he realized
how fragile the evidence linking
Empedocles and Ibn Masarra actually
was?
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al-Qift1 (568-646)

BR-S, I, 559
(Cf.- $a‘1d and :
Ibn al- -Paradi, #1202)

i@t sthe ) : '
he says (all of which is .
he biography in Ibn al- Fara41,
edged here), but rather in the
ich hé hag given to all Western
cause he was the first primary
‘Dozy. By the unacknowledged
leadingly edited) section from
ong article on Empedocles (with
ce on Ibn Masarra) into a treat-
relation between the twoj; so
othered to 1dent1fy (at least in
om Ibn al Farad1, or al-Qifti's
6wn inventions,

pPD. 16-17

--The sections outlined in Xellow

b uL>).>JJ§ JJL.. ;_,XS Bboi '
(s sl (sl ety Rk us, Leaibasy Gy L.w;sj.—)b Lt

JaJlbudl$¢@$Uaaa§1

(and thoSe unmarked) are quoted

or paraphrased from $a‘%id, and

are idemticgl with the section

on Empedocles’in Ibn Abi UsgybiCa,

which mekeés it most unlikely that

the sections from Ibn al-Paradi

werg already present in a manuscrit
atid.

--The first two pink sentences are
an account of the author's own ex-
amination of '"Empedocles" mss, in
Jerusalem, and are irrelevant for
our purposes.

-=The section in red is taken almost
verbatim from Ibn~al-Faradi, but
without any acknowledgement of its
source (pi AVowed enemy of Ibn
Masarraf‘or of the_deletions (which
include al-Khushani's more balanced
and favorable summary).

--the statement that Ibn Masarra
fled Cordoba suspected of unbelief
"because of too much study of the
philosophy of Empedocles™ is an-. . -
invention (rather misleading, as

1t has turned out) which helps to
paste the two borrowings together.
(The earlier mention of Ibn Masarra
as '‘among the well-known in the
Islamic commnnity" for his interest
in Empedocles is probably of the
same order: Cf, Sa‘id.

Would Asin have bothered to
commence his study, had he realized
how fragile the evidence linking
Empedocles and Ibn Masarra actually
was?



XXXV, $7%d (410~463)

Although he 1lived 150 years after PRSI, 585586
Ibn Masarra, a&d wrote only on§ line con- (C{i af~Qift1, Ibn
cerning him, S&8<id (via Ibn Abi Usaybi®a AbI Usaybi€a, and

and especially a1-Qift1) has determined the Ibn. ﬁazm)

main lines of Western research and interpretation

of Ibn Masarra, He is the first, and the only, original source to

1) connect Ibn JMagarra with Bmpedocles and to connect him explicitly

with the Bagin1§a movement; both of these connections may be anachronism:

Leaving aside these questions, however, and assuming that S$Z¢id had

at least a literary acquaintance with Ibn Masarra, it is surprising that

no one seems to have noticed the relevance of the connection he draws

‘bétween his "Bmpedocles'" and his '"Pythagoras" in relation to their views

\,on the soul Qnd the after-llfe: We ve included the relevant passage.
T . Nt + i (Ccf. also Ibn Abi Usaybita,)

pp. 20-21; 58-60 in Blach3re's
translation.

c€.Ton ol=-Mar'e ‘€m' Towm
/

Magarres a_v%umm&f for the

lL.'Mf\t of tha &ivive atteri \w-ﬁt,
2ivy \&v— 46 WS one .

: v '7’..: ‘0 2

j J = y tp.ZO): This is t?g sole sen-
' ‘ ence connecting Ibn Masarra
‘wl"l"‘;\““l ”bd““”&"")’dl "”J'"U "K’”’ W’ [/ with BEmpedocles and with the
;uhb,ou.d» .o-L,JLo ..:}l;’AJL.,M;ulub daly G«Jl ‘5;_, "Batiniya", (Cf. al-Qifti)
,*-Zl)Thls Mu(taz1l1 theologian
77 48,326 or 235) is also men-~
tioned by Ibn Hazm (Fagl, II,
128) in connection with Ibn
Masarra, on therproblem of
God's Kknowledge. SZ¢id studiec
with Ibn Hazm, and may have
been influencelby him in his
estimation of Ibn Masarra.

S

.J_,,,..u.\ U,amg...m u,—-\-d\ (Empédbcle)u.xb.\l.»\ 3 u.xb.u o .
b oslis J—d\lld (r = |
J—\(Juﬂ”u t}"f N uc(w—\"( V) dael Hodosw B -
v : T U“b""‘ O)E-\-l _,’J (‘Duﬁ) M‘U“ .L,)
0‘:)—’)5'—-\’ (0 o JL—lA-ru.«.ub u\ul_,db OO
“f‘)"(_—‘”"-\’_(* b3 sl oW -‘)"’Jd*‘-ﬂ—u-\" ¢
VoGl Bobghor ) el o Gl S §
.Qwu~~$m~bﬂuc A»a:\tgﬂkauwa~mddhﬂs¢>(q 1 ==(p.21): This section might
i , Q34 ,ay.t, & usefully be compared with the
views of Dhi al-NUn and al-
Nahrajirl (connected with Ibn
Masarra in Ibn al-Raradi,#120:
and the hints of Ibn Masarra's
views on the soul and iss
""resurrection' given by Ibn Ha:
(Pasl,IV, 80 .and 198-199.)

st : SOz O
“‘ Ny Jﬁ‘Jl Udef JJ\.\.A«JIJ\.-_,wid\ ol Ea 137 (yy :
u-c..-nal» ‘ch.g.ya‘,..ua»luuuu] de b al;_u(ndo)ﬁ
RREIe »)\f(J .__,u..j\a r-Ll U\)b ady CJ‘J o Cl"” O ep a2l
ol Jud “}\_n\ aL)\-;J._-L) . UJ,.\\d;.\J_,la-«:ul_,u.an..du_h
~Mﬁbb°fmuMLﬂD&wJJJt%Uuu“JHE mmugﬂ
«iawbab; UGNM)\L)U‘;» ..;u.a...bu_\..ta_, .J....A‘};\_,J,L(wlf._,
uur\,yp;<r\ra)ri\~,¢, e uL,J\gggjg“UL‘JJ JUKQ
B \r—-\)JJ L))L s Oy
AR e B G O sl 2 BT

# *+xkg3%id's identification of

Ibn Masarra as a Bat1n1, if it
is pointing to someth1ng more
than allegorical interpretatior
of the Qur'an--and the term
does seem to have political
1mp11c1t1ons by this time (cf.
the Ism3®I1iya)--may well owe
someth1ng*to the movement of
al-Ru€ayni, descr1bed by Ibn
Hazm; but al-Ru€ayni's relatior
to Ibn Masarra scem rather
tenuous at best on these points
(Cf Pa§1 1v, 80, 198-200.)
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§8%d (410-462)

BR-S I, 585-586 - -
cf. ai-Qift1, Ibn
‘ AﬁI Usaybia, and
he Ibp gazm)

retation:
only, original source to
nd "to connect him explicitly
connections may be anachronisms
and assuming that $T¢id had
Masarra, it is surprising that
ce of the connection he draws

o ' oras* in relatien to their views
_ : : -1nc1uded the relevant passage.

(Cf. also Ibn Abi Usaybita.)

pp. 20-21; 58-60 in Blach2re's
transiation.

Y- CE. ;}:;:ti!:ﬁl_ €or Towm

o b Magarrale a_v%u.&tvd' for the

whity of the hivive attribates,
3wl \o-v- 4o thi G ona .

p.20): This is the sole sen-
“tence connecting Ibn Masarra
with Empedocles and with the
"E§t1n1ya" (cf. al-Qifti)

21)This Mu(ta2111 theologian
64.326 or 235) is also men=-
tioned by Ibn Hazm (Fagl, II,
128) in connection with Ibn
Masarra, on fherproblem of
God's knowledge. S3¢id studied
with Ibn Hazm, and may have
been 1nf1uenc&iby him in his
estimation of Ibn Masarra,

-=(p.21): This section might
usefully be compared with the
views of Dhui al-Nin and al-
Nahrajirl (connected with Ibn
Masarra in Ibn al-Raradi,#120:Z
and the hints of Ibn Masarra's
views on the soul and is%s

'resurrection’ given by Ibn Haz

(Fagl,IV, 80 and 198-199,)

**x*$7Cid"'s 1dent1f1cat10n of

, P Ibn Masarra as a Bat1n1, if it
ft ) ; e BAYTEL is pointing to something more
o ' than allegorical interpretation
of the Qur'an--and the term
does seem to have political
1mp11c1t1ons by this time (cf.
the Ismi®Iliya)--may well owe
something to the movement of
al-Ru€ayni, descrlbed by Ibn
Hazm; but al-Ru“ayni's relation
to Ibn Masarra seem rather

tenuous at best on these points
(C Rasl, IV, 80, 198- 208




XXXVi, al-Suyiti (d.911)

BR-S, I, 178-198
(Cf, Ibn Abi_Zayd and
a1~Ta1amanq1, p. iii.)

a1-SuYut1 is our only source for this obscure author of
a refytat1on of Ibn Masarra, one "Ibn Abyady Asin (p. 119, #1) dates
him%Around the year 400, w which would agree’ at least,so far as any
relation to the al-Tamimi mentioned in the article is concerned, althougl
a somewhat darlier date would also be possible, (We have included
Ibn al-Paradi's emtinie on this minor figure, because of his relations

to some of our other potential sources for Ibn Masarra.)

{ -~This "Tamim b. M."
tl of Qayrawan is the
man describéd by Ibn
al-Paradi below,

287-369: Was a close cong
temporary of al- Khushan¥,
and like him, migrated to
C ba from the odder
intellectual center of
Qayrawan, His famous father
(mentioned in the article),
AbT alArab al-Tamimi was
ta. teacher of Ibn AbI Zayd.
whom Sezgin credits with a
work refuting Ibn Masarra,
And Ben Cheneb (al-KhushanT,
11, pp. xiv-xv) mentions

., -\ay‘j f‘ U,J J»‘AX‘ ALJ & )ﬂl_ olo&” ).ua_,.v! ’JJJ Lgb A‘ﬂ

Lr“‘ o=l (34 Jr S idw Ll (ﬂﬁuu‘ “uu,&odn that both al-KhushanI and
o < i al-Talamanql, who studied
for CF”U’*“”“hx}” rﬂ‘*‘u’““"\ﬁ’u‘u “ under Ibn AbI Zayd, were

' ossessors of one of al-
)&duf\“A“ ﬂ”AQLJ“”“J|f”J’&féb '°M‘FLJi gamlml 's manuscripts.

x a-'“dh‘Lf’“Ad” ”k”’AKF“’““‘)Y’C“) (Closer examination 6f the

extant literature would most
likely:.yield many more such

webs of more or less close

relationships, for the re-

searcher with enough patience



xxxvii, al-TnaC 1ibi (786 873}
| BR-S, I1I, 352.

p. 34: Chapter "Fi man yashfa?u lghum gabla dukhil al-n3r."

g_‘,._.,f;,m J ’;Ja.“ .'lu e | uﬂb\- ,J_’ai 4J-\ J..n J,uua

j t)""' JL J”)J‘ @l ‘—’J d‘ d‘!"") 'J*’ -l—"t‘" lJ)'dP J’ [D,_,-a (M [} u‘*rk..“

ol .Jl./..!,.. ;...,4.1.4.9 J,,uld)‘wwuﬁ‘;l-—This hadith, to judge
’ from the content, may
: s ¥| well have come from
}} Ibn Masarra, or at
, 1. least from a tradition
Remdty s ), _ in which he was known -
oo M @sgm 1 ¢,Y| bl 4 i il as a mystic and an
GJu‘ G‘)Tﬂun GJ’J > ,’ ascetic, (Cf. Ibn al-_
J"O‘J’""'”‘" H Il Je "‘L'"U""r"“‘”J’ u‘y>JU‘J’ }—‘u“hﬂ Mar'a and Ibn alfArabi.
niuly uh.JM \5.“ |:‘ d_,n‘!u'uogl! IN d') J,M. Jhu)ls': J’n‘,

G‘J)-‘U JL,:"J._...;J;,.\..:L,-J ,-....I-Jl; - JIJ-!JBM-L' ,j
}

--Whether al-Tha®31ibl
himself was at all
acquainted with Ibn
Masarra's works is an
! | open question (as with
e iz | most of our later so
sources, after Ibn
al-Arab1 and Ibn al-
Abbar)}5 certainly the
possibility can not be
ruled out that Ibn
Masarra was Still knowr
and read amongst the
stifis of North Africa
at such a late date.
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