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- The Theory of Arab Literary Criticism To

The End of The Fourth Century A. H.
one of the most

‘Literary criticism, amongst the Arabs, 1S

important studies concerning the apprcciation of our literature

and its history. throughout 2

interpreting the foundations of its beauty and artistic perfection.

The ancient literary history of the Arabs shows that there was

an observable critical activity as @ result of zealous afforts that
were practised by the ancient scholars in their various studies and
moderr studies had explained and determined

nalysing its essential trais and

researches The
different critical points, but the critical theory’ of the Arabs has

not been regarded or investigated thoroughly by researchists 10
the extent that such studies were few despite the fact that the
critical theory is very important in the Arabic critical tradition.

This thesis tries to throw a light upon the critical theory form
its historical and artistic realms.It is formed from an introduction,
an approach, Chapters and a conclusion. The introduction tries to
draw a clear picture of the historical and artistic background of
the critical theory. The approach or the academic prelude contains
a concise survey of the technical terms concerning the growth and
development of the critical conception of the theory itself. Tt 1S
worth mentioning, that the method of this thesis, depends upon
gathering between the “historical theory” and «artisic theory”.
Therefore, the thesis tries to define the historical and artistic roots
of the “theory” since its appearance in pre-1slamic time until the
end of the fourth century AH.

There are various motivous played an important role
concerning the artistic development of the Arabic literary
.criticism, such as individual, tribal, social, artistic and religious
in both periods, before and after Islam. After the advent of fslam
ot’h.er motives began to take place in the main activity of the
rrmcal theory such as: grammatical, philological Jexicograph-
ical, rhetorical and literary interpretations. ' ’

This research tries 1o analyse some critical questions in order
to grasp the essential piltars of the critical theory in its literary

— N



and artistic invironment. This analysis led, in fact, to study the
academic methods and approachs of the critical theory itself.
trying to determine its originality in comparison with other
literary forms.

The conclusion of this thesis contains the original academic
results of the whole research.

Miss. Hind Husain Taha
Arabic Dept.,
College Of Arts,
University Of Baghdad.
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