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Mario Valdes and Owen Miller (ed.) Identity of the Literary Text (University (1)
of Toronto Press, 1985), p. viii.
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Kavanaugh (ed.), The Limits of Theory (Stanford University Press, 1989)
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That Judas perished by hanging himself, there is no
certainty in Scriptures: though in one place seems to af-
firm it, yet in another place, and by a doubtful word has
given occasion to translate it, yet in another place, a more
punctual description, it maketh it improbable, and seems

to overthrow it.
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And therefore, as the mysteries of our religions are not
the objects of our reasons, but by faith we rest on God's
purpose (it is so, O God, because it is thy will it should be
so0) So God's decrees are ever to be considered in the
manifestations thereof.
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concurrence, renewed from moment to moment, of forces

parting sooner or later on their ways.
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Hail devinest melancholy,

Whose Saintly visage is too bright
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15 And therefore to our weaker view,
O'erlaid with black staid Wisdom's hue.
Black, but such as in esteem,
Prince Memnon's sister might beseem,
Or that Starr'd Ethiop Queen that strove,
To set her beauties praise above
The Sea Nymphs, and their powers offended.

Yet thou art higher far descended.
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With antic Pillars massy proof
And storied windows richly dight,
Casting a dim religious light.
There let the pealing Organ blow,
To the full voic'd choir below,

In Service high and Anthems clear,
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As may with sweetness, through mine ear,
Dissolve me into ecstasies,
And bring zil Heav'n before mine eyes.

(158-166)
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Where | may sit and rightly spell
Of every star that Heav'n doth shew,
And every Herb that sips the dew;
Till old experience do attain,
To something like Prophetic strain.

(170-174)
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These delights if thou canst give,

Mirth with thee | mean to live.

These pleasures Melancholy give,
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And | with thee will choose to live.
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There is no Certainty in Scripture that Judas perished

by hanging himself.
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Lawrence of virtuous father virtuous son,
Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mire,
Where shall we sometimes meet, and by the fire
Help waste a sullen day, what may be won
From the hard season gaining, time will run 5
On smoother, till Favonius reinspire
The frozen earth, and clothe in fresh attire
The lily and rose, that neither sowed nor spun.
What neat repast shall feast us, light and choice,
Of Attic taste, with wine, whence we may rise 10
To hear the lute well touched, or artful voice
Warble immortal notes and Tuscan air?
He who of those delights can judge, and spare
To interpose them oft, is not unwise.1
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Avenge O Lord thy slaughtered saints. i Gsill (g AT

Avenge O Lord thy slaughtered saints, whose bones

Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold,

Even them who kepl truth so pure of old

When all our fathers worshipped stocks and stones,

Forget not: in thy book record their groans
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Who were thy sheep and in their ancient fold
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese that rolled
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they

To heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow
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O'er all the ltalian fields where still doth sway
The triple Tyrant: that from these may grow
A hundredfold, who having learnt thy way
Early may fly the Babylonian woe.
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When | consider how my light is spent,
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide,
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my maker, and present
My true account, lest he retuning chide,
Doth God exact day-labour, light denied,
| fondly ask; but Patience to prevent
That murmur, soon replies, God doth no need
Either man's work or his own gifts, who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best, his state
Is kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o'er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.
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Shall now no more be seen,

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays.
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All references are to The Poems of John Milton, ed. John Carey and Alastair Fowler (\)

(London: Longmans, Green, 1968).

A Variorum Commentary on the Poems of John Milon, vol. 2, pt. 2, ed. A.S.P. Wood- (\’)
house and Douglas Bush (New York: Columbia University Press, 1972),p. 475.
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Ibid., p. 457. (o)

Poems Upon Several Occasions, English, Italian, and Latin, with Translations, by John ('\)

Milton,ed. Thomas Warton (London, 1791), p.
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He is Found of Him that Seeke Him not, but

Of them that Seeke Him never but Found.
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To look into it. 1 - Mary is the name of a woman: 2 - Mary
Magdalene, of a sinful woman. That, to a woman first, it
agreeth well, to make even with Eve; That as by a woman
came the first newes of death; So by a woman also might
come the first notice of Resurrection from the dead. And
the place fits well, for, in a garden, they came, both. That to

a sinful woman first; that also agreeth well. To her first
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most needed it, and so first sought it. And it agreeth well,

He be first found of her that first sought Him.
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We cannot but commend her; her love, wee cannot
but commend; and so doe: Commend it in her, Commend
it to you. Much it was, and much good proofe gave she of
it. Before, to him living , now, to Him dead. To Him dead,
there are diverse; 1- She was last at his crosse, and first at
His grave; 2- Staid longest there, was soonest here; 3 - Could
not rest, till she were up to seeke Him; 4-Sought Him, white

it was just dark, before she had light to seeke Him by. ( 533)
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For they (but she knew no wh) had carryed Him (she knew not whither)

laid Him (she knew not where) there to doe to Him (she knew not what). (536)
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