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Abstract: This study employs various discourse analysis strategies to examine the
correspondence between Aba Ja‘far al-Mansiir (d. 158/775) and Muhammad al-Nafs al-
Zakiyya (d. 145/762). It shows that these exchanges abounded with arguments centering
mostly on the succession to Prophet Muhammad. Each party produced a substantial
argument, defended it, and refuted sharply, if selectively, the other’s argument, resulting
in a thesis full of exclusions, fallacy, and prejudice, while simultaneously representing the
will and beliefs of the two contesting parties. The study opts to examine these exchanges
in three intersecting realms. The first considers the argumentative discourse and its
pragmatic contexts, including the roles of the discourse producers; the second is the
structure of the discourse itself and its meanings, including the type of the text, its
themes, rhetorical devices, and references; while the third is the function of the discourse
and the impact it seeks to achieve.

Keywords: discourse analysis, argumentative discourse, succession to Muhammad,
pragmatic linguistics
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