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ANALOGY IN STBAWAYHI'S BOOK: AL-KITAB
ABSTRACT

This dissertation aims at explﬁring the concept of
Analogy in SIbawazhi‘s Book: al-kitab. It also purports
to discover the influence of Sibawavhi's Analogy on the
linguistic approach adopted by Arab grammarians who succex -
eded him. The investigation of the above objectives were
based to some extent on modern linguistic approaches.

S;bawaghi's Book is considered to be the core of this
study. Texts have been chosen, analyzed, and contrasted
with each other and evaluated to extract the principles of

Analogy in Sibawayhi's Book,

This dissertation consists of two parts. The first
part discusses Analegy from literal and technical i.e. ter-
minclogical point of views. Taking into consideration the
implications of the technical perspective; one can easily
distinguish the prefound understanding of techniques of An-
alopgy prescribed ty some scholars such as al-HEdramI,'IssE
Ibn Omar, and Abu 'Amr. Principles of Analng; of these
scholars were broadly discussed in the first part of this
dissertation, whereas Analogy of their successors such as
al-Khalil and Sibawazhi'were dealt with in the second part.

The ancestral grammarians of SIbawazhi were expertsof
recitraticn of the Holy Qur?an. They could create the theo-
retical implications of analyzing linguistic phenomena with
much more concentration on taxonomy and distribution. Abu
"Amr for instance, was the first to discuss al-7asl: ".the
Origin'" of all derivative phenomera. Al-Khalil made use of

Abu 'Amr's approach and even used scme of his instances.
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There was a late stage in which Analogy was bro-

adly used in extracting grammars of Arabic. This stage
was Sibawavhi's one. He used Analogy to extract the phas-

seés of deletion, insertion, and topicalizatlion.

sTbawayhi's predecessors exhibited great effect on
his Book. This can be remarkably observed in the concept
of %asl and far' : "branch" i. e. the main principles of
AnaI;é; by wEI:E deep and surface structures were connect-
ed and analyzed according to this connection.

The main results of this research can be summerized

as follows:

1. In the stage of theorizing Arablé¢ grammar, it is
noticed that Arab grammarians were greatly qualified both
in linguistic knowledge and other related fields such as:
recitations of the Qur7an and its interpretations.

2. Arabic grammar was influeced and developed by
the recitors of the Qur?an., These recitors were the most

earlier grammarians to be known.

3. Sibawayhi did not create Arabic grammar despite
.the fact that his Book was the first in Arabic grammar to .-

gelt to us. TJ{A”T“

&. The most recent and technical models of analogy
were practically applied by Sibawayhi and his predecessors
despite the fact that early stages of theorizing ,in gener-
al, are full of errors. Avab grammarians couid make clear-
cut answers to the main problem of Arabic i.e. 7i'rab:"in-
flection, ending vowel'". This problem was sclved in light
of al-'amil : "regent theory”. This theory is originally
built on Analogy.

5. Scme common errors regarding the foundation of
Arabic grammar and its relations with other cultures have
been corrected by historical evidences.
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