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(1)Richardson-Christine: The Medieval English and French Shepherds Pley:
Acomparetive study of the Dramatic traditional (pHD-University — of yourk —
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Study outline

The case of using folk heritage in different cultural and
literary media is very important. This is because it is
related to the nation heritage and protecting its identity.
This heritage is deliberately and carefully made use of by
removing its negative elements to be an effective factor
aiming at keeping personality and revealing innovative
abilities that formed the basic elements of this heritage. It
is also allowed to reshape these basic elements in the
way that harmonize with the true state of things and time
conditions. Therefore, the heritage is a source of
inspiration and a link between the nation principles and
local, worldwide affairs.

"Ali Baba and the forty thieves" is a major folk tale that
has been made use of in literary forms especially
dramatic ones. This study aims at pointing out the
similarities and differences between the original tale in
the folk heritage and literary forms that have taken its
elements to form the artistic shape and intellectual,
dramatic content. It aims also at writing down and
observing similarities and differences in the various ways
of dealing with the original tale by drama writers.

The following points make the subject of the research
work clear:

What is the artistic shape and dramatic structure of the
folk tale "Ali Baba and the forty thieves"?

What is the artistic shape and dramatic structure of
chosen plays in this study?

What are the methods used by drama writers to
dramatically make use of folk tale in his play?



Have the plays avoided mythical atmosphere of folk tale
or used it in the way that support the play content?

What are the effects of cultural and political conditions
on the shape and content of plays?

What is the effect of the artistic form of plays on the
content?

What are the similarities and differences between chosen
plays and the original tale in both shape and content?

The aim of these points, which represent the search work
subject, is identifying what have been taken and left by
writers of the original tale spirit in both shape and
content. In addition to what they added to this tale
according to their personal experiences and cultures and
according also to the status quo changes and
circumstances which will lead us to know whether they
want the basic meaning of original tale or go beyond it.

The researcher choose the original folk tale of "Ali Baba
and the forty thieves" mentioned in the popular heritage
of "one thousand nights and one night", and four
applications of plays as a subject for this study. These
four plays are:

The theater operetta "Ali Baba" by Tawfiq Al-hakim.
This dramatist presents a high rank in drama writing. He
wrote it in the very beginning of his career as a
dramatist. He is influenced by French opera comic after
his traveling to France. This text presents a special
dramatic character for lyric theatrical operetta that
flourished in our Arab drama in twentieths of this
century.

"Looking deep inside Ali Baba" from "one thousand
nights and one night" series by Assayed Hafez. This play



is influenced by the Kuwait environment and presents the
theatre of refuse and revolution, the writer well known
style of writing.

"Ali Baba and Kahramana... thans" by Nabil Badran for
what it carries of political and social deductions.

"Ali Baba sons and the gang" by Mohamdy Algabry. It
has many philosophical denotations and educational and
moral values. This is may be because it is especially
written for children.

The researcher depends on the analysis and comparison
approach for an old kind of literature which is the folk
tale "Ali Baba and the forty thieves" mentioned in the
popular heritage of "one thousand nights and one night".
Besides, some dramatic samples which tackle the same
tale in new treatment methods by analyzing the artistic
shape and dramatic structure of both popular tale and
dramatic writings. In addition to comparing the selected
dramatic writings to each other.

The study used a comparative way which depends on
restoring the tale to its narrative units and primary
objective elements. The analytical approach adopted by
the researcher make use of PROPP popular tale analysis
approach which depends on analyzing the structure and
classifying the tale through its structure. He also utilized
Aristotle theory in analyzing dramatic works. The
researcher compare the heritage narrative source, which
indicates the popular creativity, to the individual
dramatic output, which indicates the individual
creativity. In addition to comparing individual dramatic
creativity to each other with the aim of reaching the



manner of treatment of various tale levels: structure,
subject, characters and interpretation.

After surveying the former studies, the researcher sees
that this study utilized these ex-studies by beginning
from their end. However, this study is different from
these studies by focusing on the folk tale "Ali Baba and
the forty thieves", and tackling selected dramatic samples
which are based on. These dramatic texts haven't been
tackled by former researches, and this is why this study
is important especially for clarifying these dramatic
treatments of folk tale in distant time periods.

"Ali Baba" character has formed an intellectual and
dramatic source for many dramatists in distant periods of
time. This indicates its dramatic specialty and human
contrasts which enables the dramatist of managing
various kinds of conflict that influences the audience.
Although there are many treatments, there isn't a
comparative study which clarifies the similarities and
differences of these texts.

The importance of this study lies in shedding
comparative light on these texts by comparing them to
each other and comparing all of them to the original
source on the shape and content levels. In addition to
analyzing historical, social and cultural backgrounds
which influences forming these texts.

This search includes an introduction and two sections;
the introduction presents the search aim and subject other
than former studies. Section 1 presents the theoretical
frame of the study and includes four units; unit 1 deals



with the folk tale through its traits and characteristics.
Unit 2 deals with "one thousand nights and one night"
tale through its traits and characteristics. Unit 3 analyzes
and study "Ali Baba and the forty thieves". Unit 4
compares presenting Ali Baba and the forty thieves to
utilizing it educationally and literarily.

Section 2 offers the applicable frame of study and
includes five units; The first four units deal with four
selected dramatic works as applicable samples. The
authors dealt with the basic idea of folk tale and tried to
reform its old shape to reach a new dramatic shape
consistent with the status quo circumstances. These
samples are: The theater operetta "Ali Baba" by Tawfiq
Al-hakim, "Looking deep inside Ali Baba" by Assayed
Hafez, "Ali Baba and Kahramana... thanks" by Nabil
Badran and "Ali Baba sons and the gang" by Mohamdy
Algabry. The fifth unit includes the outcomes and their
analysis, comparisons, recommendations and the
conclusion.

This study leads to a group of outcomes on many levels:
Firstly, utilizing folk heritage in drama

Making use of the heritage elements in the present
Egyptian theater has two ways which are direct and
indirect inspiration. The successful trials of heritage
inspiration are these which are characterized by
objectivity. This objectivity can be achieved through
sticking to the essence of heritage elements and their
meanings, and in acquiring these elements new
explanatory dimensions used by the writer to offer his
point of view in his living true state of affairs and the
whole group ambitions and dreams without detriment to
the heritage element.



The researcher sees that there are a reason for using and
utilizing the folk heritage which is getting away from
censorship objection and avoiding the ruler tyranny and
oppression. Although the incidents may occur in
somewhere and under some regime, they refer clearly to
political and economic events and can't be
misunderstood. The author may offer his play as a
fantasy to stay away from confiscation and to to keep the
splendor of his play.

Secondly, utilizing "Ali Baba tales and the forty thieves"
in dramatic writings.

Dramatists have offered a new reading of "Ali Baba and
the forty thieves" mentioned in the folk heritage of "one
thousand nights and one night". They have deducted new
notions of man, life, universe and whole existence and
linked them to philosophical an moral notions. They
haven't transferred heritage notions and values literally or
word for word, and they haven't fabricated funny stories
and amazing tales for amusement. They have looked
deep inside the text and have deducted comprehensive
human notions. They have also added what they saw as
the aim of the text and its artistic intellectual structure.

In other words, they don't present the heritage but they
explode it. They have got help from various artistic
means to offer a play attributed to them not to the folk
heritage which has no author. The most important means
of these authors are alteration, change, replacement,
deletion and addition. Therefore, they may reshape
dramatic scenes and characters and may create new



techniques related to the theater which depends on
dialogue and action not narration as in the tale.

Thirdly, comparison dramatic writings to each other.
There is a clear difference among the creative writers in
sticking to, coming near to, or going away from the
essence of folk tale "Ali Baba and the forty thieves"
elements. Although there is semi-agreement in using
these elements for offering political, social and
intellectual cases of the idea of writing, writers
awareness of structural and functional heritage elements
dimensions make them totally different to the essence of
heritage tale elements. This made the heritage characters
and elements loose many of their legacy, social and
artistic meanings.

Therefore, we can see that dramatists have succeeded in
using the folk memory store of "Ali Baba and the forty
thieves" in their plays. They haven't write down the
narrative story of tales but tried to reshape them and
make many changes in the dramatic structure with
entering new dramatic elements to the drama. So, they
deserve to be called as playwrights. Although plays have
the essence of the well-known tale as well as basic
characters such as Ali Baba, Qasem, Morgana in addition
to the cave gang and the password. Dramatists have
turned the conflict between Ali Baba, Qasem, and thieves
to a conflict between the suffering individuals from one
hand and authority and society from the other hand. As a
result, "Ali Baba and the forty thieves" tale has turned to
a new tale which contains many notions and ideas
harmonized with Arab man conditions especially



searching for justice and trueness in the vague vision of
matters and who is unfair and who is victim of injustice?
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