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To Suleiman Mousa,

Without whose help this book would never have been written.

Phillip Knightly, London, 25 Sept. 1969,
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UNESCO Friction Turns
Into Shouting Match'

The frction between larnel

and Armab nations continued yos-
terday 8t the UNESCO Conter-
ence on Culture when a shout-
ing maich erupted between
Jortlan and Isryel over a resolu-
tion to call Jerusalem in danger
of losing It% “cultural heritage *

Sponsored by nine countries,
incifuding Tunisin, lran and
Grieece, the resolution sajd vhot
the “disnppesrance” of any of
the ethnic groups in Jerusalem
woudld e a “true loss for hu-
munity,” sand an “impoverish-
ment of (the city’s) heritage,”

The resolution then called on
the World Herllape Committee,
8 UM orguanization, 1o "expe-
e the procedure”™ which
wondld put the Old City of Jerna-
sulem on the List ¢f World Heri-
tage in Dunger.

The Old City is oiresdy on
the World Herituge List Adding
i 1o the ~ln Danger™ hst would
recapnirae chat the city Is in dan-
gor of losing some crucial ele-
ment of its “culturnl henwga™

“Nan-Zionist groups mre dis-

“appeating from Jerusnlem, one
by wone,” Jordanian delegate
Suleiman Mousn sald in 8 long

l\l\nd strident speech,

“israul and her allies want to
make Jerusalem o museurn,
devold of the peoples that have

made up that eclty for cen-
wirjes 7

Araby, both Christian and Mus

v
I
1
1

He sald that the number O'V

iith, has dropped rapidly In
recent years as o resuly of Is-
raul's  efforts  *to  intimidate
thuse altizens.”
When he began recounting in-
citlents of Arabs belng harassed
at their sacred spots in Jeru-
#ujom, the Isrueli delegation ba-
pun shouting aver his remarks
to e heard by the Chuir. The
Jordaninn  continued speahing
more loudly, while the lsraelis
held their placard in the aic andg
~ppeated “Polnt of ordery*

"7 The Chair finaliy recognized

Isranel

“We are here talking about
Jerusalem ond its walls,” snld
larnell delepnte Yael Vered,
“and this business we've been
hearing Is aoff the subject. Let
us cantinue talking abhout Jeru-
salem.”

When he was sliowed to ye-
sume his speech, thé Jordanian
sajid he “proiested the ..~
nuption.” and that Israel’s “doc-
trine of hatred causes them ta
daestroy all that is not thairs.”

~“With this resolution, we will
make the warld aware of the
danger 1hat threatens Jeru-
salem. We respect all rellglons,
We hope others do,” Mousa
sald.

Mousa's speech was followed
by sustained applause.

More than half the delepa-
tions elther abstalned or were
absent when the vote on the
mensdure came up. All the
weslern FEuropean ¢ountries
plus Canada abstalned; nearly
all the Third World, plus the
Soviet bioc and China, voted tor
the resolution.

The United States and lsrael
waoare the only nations voting na.

1.5, delegate Allen Weinstein
Insisted that the “issue of Jeru-
salemn™ be teft enurely to the
iHeritage Committee

Immediately after the vots,
lsrael announced that it had noc
signed the World Herltage pact,
and that therefore the organiza.
Ltion's decisions did not apply (o
Iarnel.

Muny Third World delega-
tions laughed ot this statement.
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While a crowd of people stood by and did nothing.
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